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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE ,WEATHER BUREAU

IN COOPERATION WITH THE WISCONSIN CROP REPORTING SERVICE
CLIMATOGRAPHY OF THE UNITED STATES NO. 20-47
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CLIMATE QF RICHLAND CENTER, WISCONSIN

Richland Center, county seat of Richland County, is located on
the Pine River in southwestern Wisconsin. The terrain of the county
is a mixture of hills, rugged ridges, and valleys.

The climatological station is located on the flat river bottom
which has low rolling hills to the east and west. The instrumental
exposure and quality of the observations have always been good
and are representative of Richland Center and much of the surround-
ing area. No one station could be truly representative of the many
hills and valleys. Generally, the valleys have later spring freezes
and earlier fall freezes than the sunny slopes of the hills. Extreme
temperatures, especially winter minimums, vary considerably with
the changing terrain. The valleys usually have the colder tempera-
tures.

Richland Center has a variety of weather during all four seasons.
The seasons also vary consliderably from yeartovyear, Some winters
have long cold periods with snow of the ground much of the time
from mid-November until the end of March while other winters are
relatively mild with bare ground most of the season. During the
past thirty years the number of days with zero or below has varied
from 5 in 1931 to 38 in 1936. Summers range from seasons of many
hot humid days to relatively cool and dry weather, In 1951, only
one day had a temperature of 90 or higher while 1936 had 38.Spring
and fall have many rapid weather changes.

Precipitation is usually adequate for the agricultural economy of
the area. Approximately 60 per cent of the average annual precipi-
tation falls during the 5-month period from May through September.
During the growing season, the end of June is usually the wettest
period and the end of August the driest. Precipitation intensities of
about 1.40 inches in one hour, 2,50 inches in six hours, and 3.10
inches in 24 hours can be expected about once in two years. The
greatest amount of precipitation to fall in 24 hours was 5,90 inches
on October 21, 1943. Annual snowiall has varied from less than 20
to 80 inches.

Thunderstorms occur on an average of 43 days a year and are
often severe with heavy rains, strong winds, and attimes large hail.
The number of days with thunderstorms has varied from 25 to 60 a
year. The occurrences of hail averages three daysa year with ex~
treme years of 0 to 7 days.

Wind, sunshine, and humidity records are not available at Rich-
land Center, but sunshine and humidity records at la Crosse and
Madison, and wind records at Lone Rock should be similar. The

prevailing winds are from the west and northwest in winter and from
the south and east in summer. Wind speeds average less than 4
miles per hour 28 per cent of the time, from 4 to 15 miles per hour
69 per cent, from 16 to 31 miles per hour 10 per cent, and greater
than 31 miles per hour 1 per cent, The highest wind speeds are
usually from a westerly direction.

The per cent of possible sunshine varies from a low of 40 per
cent for November and December to a high of 70 per cent for July
and August.

Relative humidity varies from a night-time average maximum of
80 per cent to a day-time average minimum of 65 per cent in winter,
and from a night-time average maximum of 85 per cent toa day-time
average minimum of 55 per cent in summer.

The average date of the last 32-degree freeze in the spring is
May 10, and the first in the fall is September 28, The growing
season, defined as the number of days between the last 32-degree
freeze in the spring and the first in the fall, averages 142 days.

The following table gives the likelihood of critical temperatures
occurring at Richland Center;

AFTER DATE IN SPRING

Temperature 20% 40% 60% 80%

32° or below May 19 May 12 May 6 Apr. 30
28 or below May 11 May 4 Apr. 28 Apr., 21
24° or below Apr. 29 Apr. 21 Apr., 15 Apr. 7
20° or below Apr. 14 Apr. 7 Mar. 31 Mar. 23
16° or below Apr. 3 Mar. 27 Mar. 21 Mar. 13

BEFORE DATE IN FALL

32° or below Sept. 19 Sept. 25 Oct. 2 Oct. 9
28 or below Sept. 28 Oct. 6 Oct. 12 Oct. 20
24 or below Oct. 13 Oct. 20 Oct. 27 Nov. 4
20° or below Oct. 23 Oct, 31 Nov. 6 Nov. 14
16" or below Nov. 4 Nov, 12 Nov. 19 Nov, 26

Marvin W, Burley

Weather Bureau State Climatologist
Weather Bureau Office

Madison, Wisconsin
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