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Wausau, county seat of Marathon County, is located in Central
Wisconsin in the valley formed by the Big Rib and Wisconsin
Rivers, The valley is approximately 4 miles wide at this
point. Beyond the valley, to the east and west, the terrain
is hilly. Rib Mountain is 4-1/2 miles to the southwest on
the west side of Wisconsin River. The mountain rises 640 feet
abore the peneplain, 1940 feet above sea level,

All observations have been taken over sod near the Old Post
Office or near 800 Scott Street. The move to Scott Street
was made to improve the location of the rain gage. Exposure
of the instruments has been generally good and the summary
is representative of conditions in the city., Temperatures
in the city are somewhat higher than those in the surrounding
country. This temperature difference is more noticeable in
the the winter, particularly minimum winter temperatures,

The climate of Wausau is classified continental with long
relatively cold winters and warm summers. The frequent

passage of atmospheric pressure systems bring a variety of
weather the year round., Winter and spring changes can be
expected every 2 or 3 days. Periods with consecutive days

of below zero minimum temperatures are not unusual from
December through February. One of the longest of these periods
occurred from December 13 to December 25, 1916, when 13 days had
readings of zero or below, Summers are mostly pleasant, but
uswally have 1 or more periods with consecutive days of 90 or
more. The warmest period on record, July 6 through 18, 1936,
had 13 days with temperatures 90 or more; seven days had 100
degrees or more, including the all-time maximum of 107, Spring
ard Fall are usually short and are a composite of summer and
winter.

Precipitation is ample for the economy of the region. Average
rainfall approaches or exceeds 4 inches during each of the grow-
ing months. December, 1943, is the only month on record with
less than a measureable amount of precipitation., Thunderstorms
are the principal source of moisture during the summer. They
occur on an average of 30 days a year. May and August have
thunderstorms on an average of 5 days a month, June and July on
7 days. Snowfall is extremely variable from one year to the
next. In 1958, 17 inches of snow fell, 87 inches fell in 1959.

An average of possible sunshine points out that while the sun
shines only 1/3 of the time from October through December, it
shines 2/3 of the time from June through September. The remainder
of the year can normally expect sunshine 1/2 of the time.

The same study shows that November is normally the cloudiest month
with the sky covered by clouds more than 70 percent of the time.
July and August have the fewest clouds, cloudiness averaging 50
percent.

Prevailing winds are from the west and northwest in winter
and from a southerly direction in summer. On an annual basis,
wind direction is from the northwest approximately 18% of the
time and from the southeast 14% of the time, Annually, wind
speed will be 3 miles per houror less 7% of the time, from

L ;o 15 miles per hour 67% and from 16 to 31 miles per hour
25%,

The average date of the last 32° freeze in the spring is May 14,
and the first in the fall is September 30, The growing season,
defined as the number of days between the last 32° freeze in
the spring and the first in the fall, averages 139 days.

The following table gives the likelihood of critical temperatures
occurring:

After Date in Spring

Temperatures 20% L40% 60% 80%
32° or below May 2/ May 17 May 11 May 4
28° or below May 13 May 6 April 30  April 23
24° or below April 28  April 20 April 14 April 6
20° or below April 19 April 11 April 4 March 27
16® or below April & April 1 March 25 March 18

Before Date in Fall

32° or below Sept. 20 Sept. 27 Oct. 4 Oct. 11

28° or below Sept. 29 Oct. 7 Oct. 14 Oct. 21
24° or below Oct., 13 Oct. 21 Oct. 27 Nov, L
20° or below Oct. 29 Nov, 5 Nov, 12 Nov, 19

16° or below Nov, 3 Nov. 11 Nov., 18 Nov. 25

Marvin W. Burley

Weather Bureau State Climatologist
Weather Bureau Office

Madison, Wisconsin

Distributed as a public service by the
Wausau Chamber of Commerce
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