U. S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE, WEATHER BUREAU
IN COOPERATION WITH SALIDA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
CLIMATOGRAPHY OF THE UNITED STATES NO. 20 — 5-7370~1

wmmoos - 38° 320 N CLIMATOLOGICAL SUMMARY STATION  SALIDA, COLORADO

LONGITUDE 106° 00' W
ELEV. (GROUND) 7050 ft, msl

MEANS AND EXTREMES FOR PERIOD  1886-195)
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Jane | 42,9 |12.5 [ 27.7 | 65 |1950 |[=35 1919 | 1156 049 1,00 1905 | 540 | 2043 1948 | 13.0 | 1948 1 0 3|29 L | Jan.
Feb, | 4546 | 14e9 [ 30.3 | 71 | 1932 |=33 1951 972 0,68 1.65 1911 | 7.9 | 40.5| 1911 | 18,0 | 1911 2 0 2 | 27 3.| Feb,
Mar, | 51,8 | 20,9 | 3644 | 77 | 1900 |-20 1948 887 0,81 1.46 1944 | 7.6 | 37.5| 1944 | 14,0 | 1919 2 0 * | 28 1 | Mar,
Apre | 60,5 | 284 | Lhe5 | 80 | 19524 |=12 1945 615 1.39 2,50 1932 | 6.6 | 42.,8| 1945 | 23,0 1932 3 0 * | 22 % | Apre
May |68.8|35.2|52.0 | 88 |193L 13 1944, 403 1.07 1.7h 1938 | 2.5 | 17.0| 1938 | 16.0 | 1938 3 0 0|1 0 | May
June | 78.0 | 41.9 | 60,0 | 98 | 19164 | 23 | 19374 174 | 0.9 | 2.48 | 1949 |01 | 3,0/ 1912 | 3,0(1912 | 3 | 1| * | 1| O]June
July | 8hely | 47.5 | 66,0 | 97 | 1940 30 1902 16 .71 2474 | 19524] T 0 T | 1945 6 3 0 0 0 | July
Auge | 82,6 | 4,548 | 64,2 |100 |1902 31 19444 Th 145 1.89 1932 T 7 1954 T | 1954 5 2 0 #* 0 | Aug.
Septo| 76el | 38,2 | 57.3 | 92 |1953# | L, 1908 243 0.93 1.62 1909 | 0,7 | 21.0| 1936 | 13.5 | 1936 3 * 0 6 0 | Septs
Octo | 6548 | 284k | 47,1 | 84 |1920# |= 4 | 1932 | 555 | 0,92 | 2,00 | 1906 | 3,3 | 31.0| 1906 |[12,1|1932 | 2 | 0| #* | 23| #*|Oct,
Nove | 5348 | 1945 | 36,7 | 80 |1937 |[=20 1931 8L9 0,63 1,60 1907 | 544 | 31.8| 1909 | 16,0 | 1909 2 0 1] 27 1 | Nov,
Dece 4348 |13.0 | 28,4 | 70 |1900 |=26 1899 | 1135 0.58 1.20 1913 | 7.0 | 34,0 1913 | 14.0| 1918/ | 2 0 5 | 30 5 | Dec
Aug. Jan. Apr. Apr, Apr,
Year| 62,9 | 28,9 | 45,9 [100 |1902 |-35 1919 | 7060 | 11,60 2,50 1932 [u6.1 | k2.8| 1945 | 23,0 1932 |34 6 | 11 |204 | 1, |Year
(a) Average length ot record, years. + Also on dates, months or years.
T Trace, an amount too small to measure. * Less than one half.
CLIMATE OF THE STATION
Salida is located at an elevation of approximately 7000 feet in the Yearly precipitation totals vary considerably,- from 17,78 inches
narrow valley of the Arkansas River, and is almost completely sur- in 1949 to 7.26 inches in 1950, with an average of 11.60 inches
rounded by high mountains. About 20 miles to the west the Contin- for the 46 years of record. Locally heavy summer thundershowers
ental Divide rises to an average elevation well over 12,000 feet, have left up to 2,50 inches of rain., Average yearly snowfall
with many peaks above 14,000 feets To the north and east mountains totals 46.1 inches, and monthly anounts as great as 42.8 inches
rise above 10,000 feet, The valley narrows sharply to a canyon a have been recorded (April 1948). The greatest 24-hour snowfall
few miles below the city, while upstream the valley varies in width was 23 inches in April 1932,
from about 5 to 15 miles to the headwaters of the Arkansas near
Leadville,
The climate at Salida is characterized by cool summers with a precipi-
tation maximum during July and August, and cold relatively dry winters.
Summer maxima average in the 80s and minima in the 40s, with an average
daily range during July and August of 37 degrees. 90 degree tempera-
tures are quite rare; only on six days a year, on the average, does the
mercury pass the 90 degree mark. Winter maxima (December, January, and
February) average in the 40s and minima 12.5° to 15°, The absolute
temperature extremes recorded during the 46 years of record are =350
in January 1919, and 100° in August 1902, The mean daily minimum
varied from 12.5° in January to 47.5° in July. The mean maximum ranges
from 42.,9° in January to 84.4° in July. Freezing temperatures have
been recorded every month of the year.
Zero temperatures occur on the average of fourteen times each winter.
January has a record lowest temperature of -350, February -33°, A. W. Cook
March -20°, April -12°, October -4°, November -20°, and December -26°, State Climatologist
Heating degree days based upon four years of record total 6863 per Weather Bureau Office

year, and range from 1162 degree days in December to 21 in July. Denver, Colorado



Average Temperature (°F) Total Precipitation (Inches)

Year | Jan. | Feb. | Mar. | Apr. | May | June | July | Aug. ! Sept. | Oct. | Nov. | Dec. | Ann’l Year| Jan. | Feb. | Mar. | Apr. | May | June | July | Aug. | Sept. | Oct. | Nov. | Dec. | Annl
1903 | 28.2 | 18.5 | 36.2 £3e2 | 49.9 | 574 | 646 | Bhaks 55.0 | 7.1 | 39.0 | 28.4 {44.3 190 7 .06 . .70 T 2. R .90 .38 1 1.02 I} 0 10.
1904 | 2347 | 37.8 [39.6 | L4.8 | 5L.3 | 56,6 | 624 62,8 | 57.3 | 45.7 | 37.9 |28k [A5.7 Hwow .03 w.mw wa H.M@ 1.28 p.ww p.ww N.wo m.ww A0 | L02 .mw F.ww
1905 | 27.7 | 29.8 | 39.6 | A1.6 | 50.0 | 61.2 | 62.k | €3.8 | 57.h | hhl8 | 37.4 | 2.8 M8 1905 | 2.06 | .39 | 1.82| L.0b| .49 | .10 | .87 |1.d8 | .62| .20| .90 | .15 | 12.84
1906 | 28.6 | 31uk 135.0 | ka2 | 5201 | 59.7 16204 |61.2 | 56.2 | hb.5 | 342 |29.9 |45.0 1906 | W47 | T 231 | 3.41) &l T | 1.85 | 1.28 | 2.37) 3.91| 1.65 | .35 | 17.74
1907 | 31.8 | 39.0 [43.3 | 45.0 | 47.9 { 57.1 | 65.6 |62.8 | 56.2 | 49.1 | 34.0 | 30.4 |46.8 1907 | 1.00 | 460 | 30| 2.36| 2.81 | .15 | 1.31 | 1.8% | WA | .99 | W75 | .30 | 12,92
1908 | 26.6 | 31.8 |40.0 | 45.1 | 49.0 | 58. | 64.5 | 63.8 | 56.8 | 43.6 | 33.4 | 27.0 |{45.2 08 ol . 2 1 o 0 | 211 | .3 2.00 | 1.5 | .20 | 1041
1909 | 33.7 | 29.2 | 35.6 | 50.3 { A8.7 | 60.9 | 67.5 | 66.5 | 55.8 | L8.L | 37.8 | 20.4 | L5.b Yoo | | s | % | Twe i 105 | 280 | 2| us6 | 33 | 1159 154t
1910 | 28.2 | 20k 42,1 | 45,6 ) 52.0 | 61.2 | 661 | 63.0 | 5B.4 | 6.k | A1.0 | 30.0 | 46.6 1910 | .77 | 2.00 | .80| 1.48| 79| o5k | 1.90 | 1.85 | 47| .90 | .35 | 45 | 12.30
1911 | 36uh | 25,9 1 38.2 | 4h.O | 52,0 | 61,0 [ 63.2 612 | 57.h | A3k | 312 1 19.2 | 4k.3 1911 ] .05 | 4.05 | 1.45| .49] 1| 3.70 [ 3.68 | 2k | .8k | 149 | .50 | .95 | 16.45
1912 | 26,2 | 26,0 |33.0 39.8 50,2 56.6 | 62.4 | 61.9 50,0 | 4345 | 3hat | 21.8 | 42.2 1912 T 1.30 71 L0 10261 2.79 3.1 b7 1.10 .87 .15 W32 | 12.71
1913 | 23.8 | 25.6 | 34uk | 4h.B | 53.4 | 59.4 |64.2 [65.2 | 5h.2 | 84.0 | 40.2 | 35.8 |43.8 8 15| 2 ]
191k | 30.8 | 30.0 | 36.7 | 43.k | 53u4 | 60.2 | 65.2 |62.9 | 57.5 | 46.k | 38.2 | 21.0 | 45.5 o ol Y 1% w“mw. 16| e Wuww Yl # H”ww Sl WWNM
1915 | 23.2 | 30.8 |33.5 | 46.7 | 48.6 | 58.4 | 64.0 | 60.8 | 55.8 | 47.2 | 36.6 | 29.6 | sk 1915 | .57 | 1.6 | Jik| 2055 1.29 | W79 | 2.50 | 242 | 1.76| 43| 1.00 | 1.35 | 16.26
1932 | 22.3 | 36.2 | 34.2 | A5.2 | 54.2 | 59.2 | 67.0 |65.2 | 57.0 | A5.h | 38.7 | 23.h | 45.7 1932 | W21 | .15 32| 2.88] .03 .50 | .92 | 3.66 331 1.33 | J06 | .35 | 10.54
3933 | 28,2 | 2b.h [ 38,6 | Llak | 50.1 | 62,5 [ 66.2 |64 | 60.6 | 49.8 | 39.7 | 37.3 | 4649 1933 T .81 A31 1,69 ] 97| L.65 | 148 | .99 | 1.13] .2k | 124 | .75 | 11.05
193, | Wk | 36.5 |42.0 | 46.5 | 56.8 | 60,0 | 67.8 66,3 | 55.1 | 49.3 | 37.0 | 1.6 |48.3 0 1 6 | . 0 6| o 2
1935 | 3108 | 3106 | 37.0 | 5.6 | iBlz | €Lie | 6519 | 642 | 6.2 | 6.2 | 360|282 |46 vl Il e ) bt PO S v 0 B O WY BP0 B Y.
1936 | 28.2 | 32,0 | 38.8 | Lh.B | 53.3 | 63.0 | 66.2 | 8L.6 | S48 | 45.0 | 35.5 | 29.4 | 46.3 1936 | .03 | .4 | 02| .27] 1.50 | 1.1 | 2.33 | 2.65 | 1.86| 31| O 20 | 10.46
1937 | 20.2 | 29.3 |33.5 | 43.0 | 52.6 | 60.7 | 66,0 |66.0 | 59.7 | 47.8 | 50.7 | 3Lk | 45.9 1937 | .32 .27 | .58 .79 .23 | .75 | .93 [ 177 | .| 06| Lo | 27 | 732
1938 | 27.6 | 285 | 35.8 | 43.3 | 50.8 | 60.8 | 66,4 | 65.0 | 58.8 | 49.6 | 3h.2 | 33.9 | 46.2 1038 | 98 | .98 | 1.68] 1.65| 2.66 | 1.12 | 135 | .53 | 276 | 2.20 | .38 | .79 | 16.88
1945 | 29.6 | 3.5 | 38.1 | 4O.8 | 54.2 | 58.6 | 65.9 |65.7 | 57.4 | 50.0 | 39.4 | 28.6 | 46.9 , P 1 36 5 11 | 12,6
AR AR A AT AR B A
1947 | 28,0 | 32,0 | 36.8 | Lhu2 | 5h.6 | 58.6 | 66,6 | 65.7 | 59.0 | 50.6 | 31.8 | 27.2 | 46.3 1947 | 30| 29| w6l 1.05| 2.03 | 203 | 12 | 189 | J72| Lol .32 | .86 | 12.72
1948 | 2602 | 28.6 | 30,2 | 4648 | 5hah | 60.0 | 65.8 | 6kl | 59.7 | 47.2 | 32.4 | 2.1 | 45.5 1948 | 1.22 | 2.0 | 1,52 1.1h 0 1.92 | .88 | .97 | 1.2 46| G551 W3k | .65 | 12.81
1969 | 2.8 | 30,0 | 381 | 45.5 | 52.6 | 59k | 654 | 62.7 | 57.5 | 46.6 | 44.0 | 30.6 | 46.2 1949 | 1.31 | .27 | 1.21| 68| 3.25 | 3.64 | 3.63 | L33 | 62| 1.Bh | T 0 |17.78
1950 | 31e3 | 3kl | 3746 | 47.3 | 5L.9 | 6L.9 | 6.0 | 61.0 | 56.9 | 52.5 | 50.8 | 34.9 | 47.9 o 21 a0 s ol 671 97| 185 . 67 arl . a2 | 7.9
1951 | 28,7 | 33.6 | 36.8 | AL.T | 53.3 | 58.3 | 67.9 | 64,0 | 57.7 | 46.3 | 34,0 | 30.7 | 46.3 wwww ”Wm 8 w”mm .mo p.pw .WN .ww H.Nm .HM .Wm Ww Wbl W.E
1952 | 31.1 | 29.5 | 32.6 46,51 51.8 | 63.k | 63.8 | 63.5 56,0 | 47.2 | 28.8 | 23.1 | 447 1952 .09 .03 621 1.78 .97 215 | 2.47 | 1.10 .80 0 .90 .33 9.24
1953 | 33.6 | 27.2 | 38.2 | 413 | 48.9 | 6Ly | 65.3 | 62,1 | 56.7 | 15.6 | 37.2 | 26.8 | 5.4 1953 | .02 | .53 | 1.50] 69| 1.92| .09 | 3.55 | .50 | .21 | 3.00 | 1.33 | .75 | 14.09
1954 | 33.2 | 3B.7 | 36.0 | LB.8| 54.3 | 61.7 | 67.2 | 62.7 | 57.6 | 511 | 39.4 | 28.5 | #8.3 195, | w081 5| 26| 26| 2.2, | 7| 1.8 | 100 78 0| 67| .65 | 8.55

STATION HISTORY

The first weather reporting station in Salida was opened an Jamuary 1, 1886, and operated until
#pril 30, 1887. After a lapse of more than ten years the station was reopened on October 1, 1897,
and was in continuous operation until April 30, 1923. No records of weather for Salida are avail-
able for almost eight years following the closing of the station. The station was reestablished
on April 1, 1931. D. Crawford served as observer from the first of December in 1935 until the
station was taken over by the Chamber of Commerce on December 1, 1944. It has been maintained

by that organization ever since.

Five different locations have been used since the station was first established in 1886, but all
have been within the city limits of Salida. The present station is about one and one-helf blocks
west-northwest of the post office on the grounds of the Chamber of Commerce. Its elevation is
7050 feet above mean sea level.




