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Also on earlier dates, months, or years.

+

(a) Average length of record, years.

Less than one half,

*

T Trace, an amount too small to measure,

Base 65°F (estimated from mean tempe rature )
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CLIMATOLOGICAL SUMMARY

U. S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE, WEATHER BUREAU
IN COOFERATION WITH
GECRGIA DEPARTMENT OF AGRIGULTURE

FORT GAINES
NARRATIVE CLIMATOLOGICAL SUMMARY

Fort Gaines is located in southwest Georgia, on the Chattahoochee River. It is
the county seat of Clay County, and is in the upper Coastal Plain Province. The
land rises rather sharply from the river, but is level to moderately rolling over
most of the county. The soils of the county are mostly sand to loamy sand and
are well adapted to the production of cotton and peanuts., Over one~third of the
harvested cropland is devoted to peanuts, and this is the major source of farm
income.

Summers are moderately warm and humid in the Fort Gaines area. About 70 percemt
of the days in June, July and August have a maximum temperature of 90°F, or above.
Two out of three years will see the mercury rise to 100°, or higher; and, during
the period of this summary, the yearly averaze is about four days with a tempera~
ture this high. Long periods of extremely hot weather are unusual, as the daily
temperature rise is frequently halted by afternoon thundershowers. BEven during
the warmest weather, sumrer night temperatures are usually comfortable » dropping
to the low seventies, or below, by early morning. fThe average minimum temperature
for the three summer months is slightly under 70°, The highest temperature offi-
cially recorded at Fort Gaines was 106° in June of 195} and 1930, A1l months
from May through October have experienced temperatures of Hcoo. or above,

Winters are usually quite mild in Fort Gaines, but are some colder ithan at the
sare latitude on the eastern side of the State, This, of course, is due to its
being nearer the source of the cold air and farther from the moderating influvence
of the coastal waters. MNinimum temperatures of freezing, or slightly below, occur
on almost one-third of the days during December, January and February. A tempera-
ture of moo. or below, may be expected about two years out of three, ard, over

the years, the annual average number of days with a temperature this low is only
two. The lowest temperature of record at Fort Gaines is 2° below zero. This
occurred during the historic cold wave of February 1899. The temperature has
dropped below 10° on only one other occasion -—- January 192k, when 9° was recorded.
The average dates of the last spring and first fall freezes are about March 10,
and November 15, respectively, giving an average freeze-free growing season of
approximately 250 days.

Fort Gaines! average annual rainfall of rifty-three and one-half inches is one

of the largest in south Georgia. The rainfall distribution shows a maximun in

July and the usual minimum in autwm, with October, the driest month, averaging
Jjust under two inches. In spite of the apparent plentiful supply of moisture,

the large variation in rainfall amounts from month o month results in an occasional
damaging dry spell. The greatest amount of rain recorded in one month was 23.00
inches in July 1916. There have been six different months during the long period
of record when there was no rain at all, or only a trace. The most recent such
month was December 1955. Nore than ten inches of rain has been recorded in all
months except May and October, and all except July and August have received less
than one inch. Annual rainfall totals have varied from 88.95 inches in 1913 to
32,25 inches in 195L.

Measurable snowfall oceurs very infrequently at Fort Gaines. The greatest fall of
record was 3.5 inches in Pebruary 1899,

There is no record of a tornado being reported in Clay County. Thunderstorms are
rather frequent in spring and summer, and are sometimes accompanied by damaging
winds.

Horace 8, Carter
State Climatolerist
Weather Dureau Cffice
Athers, Georgia
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