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The NOAA Ship MT MITCHELL
is one of the fleet of 24 ships used by

-the National Oceanic and Atmos-

pheric Administration (NOAA) to
improve the understanding and
use of the physical environment. The

vessel is designated as Survey Ship

(S222) and is operated by the
National Ocean Survey—a major
element of NOAA and part of the
U.S. Department of Commerce.

The MT MITCHELL’s home port
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is NOAA'’s Atlantic Marine Center,
Norfolk, Va. She was built by
Jacksonville Shipyard Inc., Jackson-
ville, Fla., in 1966, and was
commissioned as a United States
Government vessel in 1968. The class
IT survey ship is 231 feet long
overall, with a 42-foot beam and a
displacement of 1,798 long tons at a
draft of 14 feet.

The MT MITCHELL was
designed and constructed primarily
for hydrographic survey work for
nautical chart construction. Most of
her earlier years were spent surveying
the waters off the southern Atlantic
coast and Puerto Rico. In 1977, she
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measurements down to 2,500 feet
(750 meters), Nansen bottle water
sampling, sediment grab sampling,
tidal measurements, and various
sample analyses. The ship also has
the flexibility to accommodate
additional scientific equipment such
as laboratory vans, plankton nets,
special winches, seismic reflection
profilers, and deep ocean bottom
corers.

In April 1978, the MT MITCHELL
began participation in a National
Ocean Survey program of monitoring
deep ocean dumpsites. These in-
vestigations will study the possible

environmental impact of dumping in-
dustrial and municipal wastes in the
deep ocean beyond the Continental
Shelf. :

The vessel is named for Mt.
Mitchell, the highest mountain in the
eastern United States. Located in the
Blue Ridge chain in western North
Carolina, the mountain was named
for Dr. Elisha Mitchell, of the
University of North Carolina, who
established its elevation in 1835. Dr.
Mitchell died on the mountain while
conducting a resurvey in 1857.
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