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Interviewer, Adronik Kashevarof Jr.

Interviewee:
Well my name is Andronik Kashevarof Junior.  I’m born and raised in Saint George.  I’m right now working for the Saint George Tanaq Corporation as VP of Operations for Saint George itself.  I also work for our subsidiary which is Saint George Chela Corporation, which is our – I do the contracts on the island up there with no – which has been going on for the past five years.  
Previous to that, I worked for the city of Saint George for about ten years, since 1983 after the phase out, the federal government pulled out of Saint George.  I worked – started working for the state.  Prior to that, I worked for the federal government from 1971 until ’83 and I put about 15 years of service with the government up there.  

But that’s what I’m doing right now.  And like I said, right now, I’m work for the Saint George ____ Corporation as a VP of operations right now.

Interviewer:
Okay.  So what was growing up on the islands like?

Interviewee:
Growing up on the island, as far as I can remember, was the beauty and the sound and the nature of what was up there on the island before we had – before we had airplanes up the island – that’s what I’m gonna go back to, as early as that, is that it was the joy of getting up in the morning and listen to the birds and the animals and everything that was there.  It was just something to look forward to every day.  And it was something to look forward to going to school every day because it was a thing we had to do all the time.  
It was our lifestyle and it was – I looked forward to doing that every day.  It was wonderful and there was beautiful days up there.  I mean, it just – I can’t really express just how _____ but it seemed to be – it’s all gone.  Part of it’s gone now right there, but it’s not there anymore.  But those are the things I remember.  Just getting up in the morning, opening my window and the thousands and thousands of birds screaming, coming down from the hills and going out there and just – it still – every day I get up, it’s still in my mind right there.  
I just can’t believe that right now.  And it’s so like not there then.  It’s – in some ways it hurts and some ways it – you know, real bad sense.  You know, I just don’t – sometimes I don’t want to talk about it.  You know, I just feel bad about it.  You know, so – 

Interviewer:
Well, Andy can you – when you talked about there that you used to look out and there were thousands of birds, well what’s it like today?  And – just one note, can you try to avoid tapping your feet, ‘cause we’ll pick it up.

Interviewee:
Okay.

Interviewer:
And then if you could try and keep looking over here.  You’re not _____.

Interviewee:
Yeah, well, you know, now what I see right now is that I don’t see what I used to see out there before.  It was, you know, I don’t see that many birds.  You don’t see that many seals.  You don’t hear that much of a sound anymore.  
There’s not that kind of activity where the government used to have before where you get up in the morning and you see the guys – my dad and I’m walking down to school, 8:00 in the morning.  He’s walking down to work at 8:00 in the morning.  And he comes home at 10:00 for a coffee break.  But I was still at school but it’s recess time.  
You don’t see those anymore.  It’s not there.  There’s technology and everything else there nowadays and where, you know, one thing I’ll bring up is that I left the islands to go down to school down in Mount Edgecombe down there.  It was – it wasn’t hard for me to put on something – it was hard on my parents.  But if you had a big family, I don’t think it hurt that much.  But if you had a family of one or two and when somebody’s gone it makes a lot of difference on them.  
But if you had somebody in the crowd that sort of like took your place when you’re gone, I don’t think about it, but it was – sort of like a joy for me to go out there ‘cause it was a new experience.  I never flew on a plane before.  
And when I got down to Mount Edgecombe, I think it was the worst time of my life ‘cause when I got down, I knew nobody down there.  It was really hard.  Going to the dorm was like putting me in prison and said this is what you got to do all the time and just complete change of what we did before.  And I was, you know, I was just like shocked for awhile.  I was kind of scared.  And as it got to get new friends and I met some of the people that were from Saint Paul and Saint George and it started – it’s like growing in it and I got used to it.  
Some didn’t make it.  Some went back home.  But I stuck it out and I think from there on – but like I said, Saint George is not like it used to be before.  It’s completely a 180 turnaround and everything else like that.  So that’s ______ like now.
Interviewer:
So were there more – I mean was it very apparent that there was more both birds in types, you know, the variety of the species as well as – 

Interviewee:
Yeah.  There was a lot of birds.  There was a lot of seals.  You know, I need to investigate that myself, just for my – all I’m thinking in my mind, ____ in my mind and everything else _____.  Of course, you know, I was a rocking kid when I grew up too ‘cause I – it was always curiosity for me all the time.  I’d go out in – maybe the middle of July and I’d go out there.  
And I’d go out there with a long stick with my buddies and we’d go poke the bird nests and we’d get the chicks out of there and then we raised the chicks in August and let them go.  I mean they just – something we did.  It was something for us to do, you know, ‘cause we knew – I knew that every year as I grew older and everything while I was growing up that I had something to do every  year at the end of the year there. 
 There was always something to, you know, we had no – we had trucks and everything else up there, but we also had – I did a lot of hiking.  I do a lot of hiking.  I do a lot of walking on the island right there.  
And it’s a – the beauty of it and everything else like that.  And then I’d like to mention something also it that when I was a little kid, when I walked to the other side of the island was very, very long for me.  It took forever for me.  But as I grew older, it got shorter and shorter.  
And the reason that is ‘cause I got taller and taller and my legs got longer and longer.  So,  you know, but the joy and everything else like that and all the information I got.  I grew up a lot – I did a lot for my dad up there.  He was a hunter and he works in the church and everything else.  
He was a – right now he’s a deacon up there on the church up there.  But he’s been there all his live ever since he was six years old as an alter boy.  He’s been there all his life working there.  And I grew – I did a lot with him before and I followed him and everything else like that.  
That’s how I got to know Saint George, the trails, the hills and you put me on a foggy day, you know, I’ll come back ‘cause I know where I am.  When you take somebody ___ that’s never been to Saint George, I mean, you’re gonna go out there, find a guy.  So, it’s a – 

Interviewer:
Let’s take a break for just a second.  I just want to check the – make sure the lighting is good.  Have a drink of water.



You mentioned something like Mount Edgecombe.  

Interviewee:
Yeah.

Interviewer:
Go ahead and say, “It’s in Sitka,” or something like that so people that are listening, they understand what you’re talking about.

Interviewee:
Okay.  Yeah.  Yeah, I started grade school up there, kindergarten up there and I think it was run by the state of Alaska at that time.  I don’t know if _____ had anything to do with it or anything _____ but I started _____.  
They’re all teachers that came from lower 48 and member Fanny Fant and Mr. Fant.  I think they’re all – they’re all from lower 48, but I went to school there.  And went to the new school after just recently built.  And they moved all the old school up there, which they tore down right after they built the new school, which was a shame because I think right now that would have been a nice historical site right now.  But it was interesting going to school down there. 
 You know, I flunked one, stayed back one year, I think in the second grade ‘cause I goofed off most time.  But, you know, you think about that and if the weather was nice, you know, you had your own itinerary.  I mean you could go anywhere you want.  I mean there were some days I didn’t feel like I had to go to school so I stayed out and I went and chased the birds and everything else like that.  
But yeah, it was – it was interesting.  I think there was some stuff that I wasn’t really interested in.  I really wasn’t interested in a lot of stuff, but they made us do it and it was okay.  But I regretted that ‘cause when I got down to Mount Edgecombe down in Sitka, Alaska when I started my freshman year there, it was really hard for me ‘cause, you know, I didn’t keep up on what I was supposed to be doing at Saint George in the grade school up there.  So I sort of like started the basics up there on Mount Edgecombe then.


I think I graduated maybe some D’s and B’s and A’s, but I got out of there.  I thought that school down in Sitka, down in Mount Edgecombe was great.  I thought – ‘cause I think it gave us – made us more so that we were, you know, didn’t depend on what we did up there.  It was more responsibility.  I found that out because later on as the years went by, you looked at Saint George and you found out that a lot of students that came back from high school from those areas were potential leaders and were leaders in the community after that and they – and to this day they still are.  And I think that school did a good job.  
But I, you know, down there was – down there was – it was a lot of fun down there because I was tall.  I was over six feet and I played ball and everything else down there.  So my time was taken up by all the activities.  I didn’t think about homework.  You know, ______ got the letters from home and of course, you know, you got the letters four times a year or even maybe once a year.  Depends if the ____ go up there or something great happened up there.  
But during the bridge school years and all, it was great up there.  I mean I had something to do every day.  That’s one thing good about it.  I was – I kept myself busy.  Kept myself busy and I got in trouble a lot.  So – 

Interviewer:
Well how many, you know, kids were in the school at that time when you were going to grade school?

Interviewee:
Oh I think the school up – when I was going to school up there, the school was full.  I mean every room was full.  I think there was about – maybe about 50 students up there starting from kindergarten up to eighth grade up there.  It was full.  I mean all the classrooms were full.  I know that for sure because we all each had our own – it was first grade, second grad and third grade in one classroom.  And there were fourth, fifth in the other one.  And there was sixth and seventh and eighth in the other room.  And it was – it was pretty full.  
And I remember that being really full and there was three teachers, three teachers that got up there.  And – but, you know, the more I think about it, when it came around March, April or May up there, the teachers usually ____ started slugging off.  You know, they didn’t really want to teach or anything.  Of course, I think they got into the spring mood or something like that.  They wanted to leave the island and that wasn’t happening.  
So they were stuck there.  So yeah.  So they took it out on us.  They did something else and – I got punished in there a lot too because once when I was, you know – I’d say something in my language, I don’t know if it offended them or not, but maybe it offended them.  
I don’t know what happened on that, but I end up in the janitor’s room and eating a whole bunch of soap.  So – you know.  I’d go home and I – one day I went home, I made the report to my dad.  I told my dad and my dad felt it wasn’t right.  So he went down and had an argument with the teacher and I think they almost got into a fight and – but it never happened again.  So I guess it did something good.  Did something – something must have happened there anyway.  So – 
Interviewer:
So – you just mentioned, you know, _______ ______ did most of the kids’ families still speak Aleut when you were young?

Interviewee:
Yeah.  But that – in Saint George, the basic – when I went home it was all Aleut to me.  Went home, my mom spoke it.  My mom and dad spoke it.  They spoke English to me, but when I went to my grandparents, my grandpa _________ my other grandfather, Christopher _______, I went to them, they never spoke English to me.  They spoke Aleut to me all the time.  I didn’t speak it that well, but I understood everything, every word of it what they were saying.  I’d go and ______.  
It kind of like surprised my parents because my parents sort of like didn’t really bring that on to me.  But after they found out that I understand most of it, then when I came back from high school or during – just before I graduated eighth grade and I went back to – was going to high school, they started talking to it ‘cause they knew I understand it, which is great.  
But to this day, I sort of ____ that I can’t speak it that well.  I understand everything that’s on it, you know, the language and everything, but when it comes to me speaking, it’s very hard to me to say something like that.  And I wish there was a program up there that we would have done in our grade school years.  But, you know, I don’t think the teachers up there that came from the lower 48 didn’t want anything like that.  So yeah.
Interviewer:
Andy, why do you feel that’s so important to be teaching the Aleut language?  What does that mean for you up there?

Interviewee:
I think it’s very important, yeah, to keep this – you know, the – what we had up there, the heritage and everything else like that and the language.  Language especially ‘cause it’s dying out and there are just a few of us that laugh and joke and speak about it once in awhile.  
I’ve got some of my buddies up there that, you know, every once in awhile we’ll get together and we start speaking a few of it, but a lot of times, we’re not saying it correctly and we’re laughing like heck about it.  But I go home and I say something to my parents about that and they – they catch on right away, but I think it’s – I wish we – I think it’s very important that they continue to have something there just, you know, I don’t want to lose it.  I think it’s very important we hang on to it.  
I think there’s opportunities where we can continue or get some kind of program up there where that’s going to help us out in that area right there.  It was done before.  I remember when I was – right after I graduated there was a program that went to something like that and all of the sudden it died out, you know.  And just nothing happened.  We had arts and crafts and that before.  
I think it just – the reason most of that sort of like turned away was people turned away from that was that we turned from the federal government phase out, started pulling out, we started going into, you know, a different economy, a different ____ way of life up there where we did the first few harvests and what was that.   
Our lifestyle then went to the ocean and started to build break waters and support the fishing industries.  And when we started in that area, we started building those area docks and everything else like that.  We – we sort of like lost interest in all those areas right there.  We didn’t pursue them anymore.  
I remember when I was – before that even happened, we used to have four or five basketball teams up there playing ball every night and all that.  But now that’s – you don’t see that anymore because I think the ten hours a day and good money and everything else was good that time so we took advantage of it.  
And to this day, I think I’m kind of sorry that, you know, it helped the people out and everything else like that, but now we – we’re used to those wages and once we started a project up there they don’t pay that much where we don’t want to work there ‘cause it’s not much money right now.


So yeah.  I need a drink of water.

Interviewer:
Yeah, sure go for it.  

Interviewer 2:
 No problem yeah. 

Interviewer:
And then maybe a little bit later, could you mention the development of the harbor and you mentioned about before the airplanes came.  Later on, I’ll ask you if we talk maybe about the fur seal harvest and the industry and all that is about when did the planes, you know, come in and what effect that had and when was the harbor build and what effect that had.  What did you do for transportation before you had the harbor or the airplane?

Interviewer 2:
Dave, just so you know, I can pick your movements up ______.

Interviewer:
Yeah, that’s right.  I’m trying to – 




But Andy’s keeping time with my squeaky – 


Okay.  So the next is I’ll just kind of like ask you about – you’d already mentioned you worked for the government.  So I’m – but I’m going to ask you again.  Did you work for the government, during what years, you know, what did you do and of any of the jobs you worked on, did they deal with the sealing activities at all?  And then after that, then – 

Interviewer 2:
Just go ahead and answer that.  ____ you can follow up.

Interviewee:
Yeah, I started working for the federal government in 1970 if I’m right.  And I started there as a – I was classified as a sealer one.  And I was put – my first position out there in the industry was a pod cutter.  I was like the watchman.  I’d bring the herd up.  We’d go up there and gather the herd early in the morning and we’d take them up to the killing ground and I’d go up there and watch the herd and we – it was four or five of us that would keep the her from like running away and just stay in the area up there.  
And we’d go in there and we’d do the pod cutting and take about 15 or 20 animals up to the clubbers and they would do their thing.  And after that, I would – I’d go down to the washhouse.  
The next day after that – that was my first job.  The next day I would go down to the washhouse and I would work in that area where I would take the skins and give them to the blubberers where they would blubber all the stuff off them, off the skins.  And I would help in the cleaning up the place after work and everything else like that.  It was a wet environment, but it – that’s my first job down there then.  
The following year, I came back as a sealer two and from there I was a barman for the – I would hold the carcass down while the guys stripped off the skin off the seal right then.  
And after that I’d go down to the washhouse and I would – I was tall for my age right there and I was approached by the government agent up there - I think it’s Bertell Johnson if I’m right, and he asked me if I wanted to blubber up there.  And I wasn’t quite of age yet, but I said yeah because it was more money in so he made me a – right away made me a sealer two in that area.  And I started blubbering that summer down there.  And I was an unskilled blubberer.  But the more you blubber, then you got a bonus at the end of the season there.  
But after that, I came back the following year after going – I was down – every year.  The reason I say the following year is ‘cause I was still going to school down in Sitka.  The following year I came back and I was a sealer three and I worked down in a processing plant.  
I was put in that area and I worked under a guy down there by the name of Feedee Krukov down there.  He was my  head man down there.  I worked with a whole bunch of guys down there.  We did the whole processing from cleaning the skin.  You know, once you got to ___ the skin and putting everything together and shipping them out to Japan ______ to the United States.  
And we also did a kenching.  The kenching is when you take the blubber and we packed blubber every two years and they used a – they pressed the oils out of there and they used to cure the skin down.  Wherever they took, I think it was down in North Carolina or South Carolina, not too sure.  But those are the areas I worked down there right then.  
Then following that, after the coming back there, worked in our first few harvests.  And that was just only up ‘til they  pulled out in 1971 or ’72 or ’72 I think if I’m right.  And I did – after they pulled out, then I – my new position for federal government up there was maintenance and utility man where I maintained all the government buildings and everything else up there, plumbing, heating, some electrical and basic electrical.  
And I continued doing that job until 1983 when the federal government pulled out of there.  And then after that, I went on to – I went to the city.  I went to work – I started working for the city as a – I was in charge of operations on a EP shop down there, what they call and EP shop, but that was the water, sewer an electrical.  That’s what I was in charge of down there.
Interviewer:
Andy, can you describe what it was like when you were working on the fields, you know, the killing fields, and also working in the wash house, what was it like?  What was it like working with the other people there, you know, the other Aleuts and was there a real sense of camaraderie of people working together a lot?  Was it fun?  What was it like?  Play practical jokes on each other?

Interviewee:
Oh yeah.  It was, you know, when you first went down and were working down in the morning down the first few hours, you went down there, you know, that when I got into that 19 – when I first got into that, the first few harvests before that used to start like three or four o’clock in the morning.  Have breakfast at three and then you go out in the fields at four. 
 Then when I got there, it started at eight o’clock morning.  It was like an eight to five deal where you went out to the fields at eight in the morning and did your harvest, came back the next day and did your – you took all the skin and you blubbered the skins and did everything down there.  
But it was – it was something to look forward to every year.  I mean it was – I can’t imagine what – I can’t really say what it is, but it was – you couldn’t wait for that day to come in.  I mean that day to come.  You couldn’t wait ‘til June to come around because the fresh  meat and the liver and hearts and all that was gonna come about and first few – well I mean it’s something that started.  

It was something new, it was something different.  You know, it was something different every time of year for about a couple of months and during the work months, you ___ people, looking at them and watching how they work and everything like that ‘cause you know, you studied them and everything else, because you know one of these days, that was gonna be your position.  
You know , you worked from  sealer one, sealer two up to sealer – had to do that and you were anxious to get in that position.  I remember I wanted to go in and blubber.  I really wanted to be a blubberer ‘cause you know, you made more money plus it was interesting.  
But when I got there, I didn’t know how – realize what I got myself doing all the hard work, just about killed me.  The next day I couldn’t move my arms for weeks after that, you know, and it was unreal.  But it was joy and it was a – it’s like my schedule on that was that.  
Must have had a girlfriend too and my girlfriend was Sharon, my wife, since I’m married.  And I, you know, I’d go there.  The first few I’d go with her.  And go there and blubber during the day.  Then I’d go after that, go home and take a shower and then I’d go out in a fishing boat.  I’d go out there and get myself just some catch of halibut.  Then I come back.  If it was a Friday night, then I’d go dancing.  Next morning I’ll dance ‘til two or three o’clock in the morning, whatever, with my girlfriend.  Then I’d go back to work three hours later down there in Saint George.  
I mean, you know, I just can’t imagine myself doing that anymore.  How I did it, I don’t know.  But it was something else.  But it was there.  I mean, you know, you imagine all the first field bellowing and the birds and the activity, I mean, just – it was the greatest time of the year on our fur seal harvest – during our fur seal harvest right there until you left.

Interviewer:
So you said – so you say you looked forward to it.  But Andy could you shift back a little bit to the – you moved a little bit there.  Yeah.  That’s fine.  And you said that, you know, you looked forward to the fur seal harvest every year.  You couldn’t wait for that day to come.  What was it like the rest of the time of the year.  Why was it so important that the fur seal harvest was happening and why did you look forward to it?

Interviewee:
I was something – it was something new that you looked forward to all the time.  It was – 

Interviewer:
Hold on.  You could do it – you need to.  No.  Okay.  

Interviewer 2: 
See you later Matt.

Interviewee:
It was something to look forward to ‘cause during the winter months – 

Interviewer:
Here, let me sneak over there.  I’ll sneak over here so you can look at me.

Interviewee:
Okay.

Interviewer:
Okay.  
Interviewee:
It was something to look forward to ‘cause during the winter months it’s kind of quiet, hardly anything going on.  You’re going to school all year round and when it came up about then, it came about that time of year, just like looking forward to seeing something like that happen, otherwise, you know, you got the, you know, the cargo ship and everything coming at least like four times a year.  
But yeah, just I don’t know.  It just – I think about it all the time how I was a young kid and all that time wondering, you know, that was coming about and you look forward to seeing something like that, just something new, something new you’re looking for.  
When I mentioned the cargo ship too, I – there was also, during my – when I was going up the _____ ship came in and four times a year was just something looking forward to.  We’d listen on the radio and figure out when it’s gonna come and, you know, ‘cause that, you know, that was a something – something to look forward to, something to see, something new.  
You didn’t have that before.  It was all, you know, just quiet up there.  There was some fishing.  Some guys would go out for subsistence.  There was some hunting and stuff like that, but it just quiet in those years right there.  And, you know, just – I don’t know how to explain it, but it just something to look forward to every year.  Every year it was something to look forward to.
Interviewer:
Well that’s why everybody – that’s how everybody made their money, right, without the fur seal harvest, there was really no economy out there right?

Interviewee:
Yeah.  Yeah, that’s right, you know, during the fur seal harvest down there, that’s where people made most of the money right there and they were paid so many cents a cent ‘til they went into – they started doing a labor – I mean they started doing the wages after that from that.  Otherwise, I think they were paid 25 or so many cents per skin and that was their income for that year.  But, you know, yeah.  Just something like that anyway.

Interviewer:
Yeah.  And so can you again just walk me through what sealer one and sealer two and is there a sealer three too?

Interviewee:
Um hmm.

Interviewer:
Just go ahead and explain those again and talk about which jobs you did.

Interviewee:
Yeah, I was a sealer one when – that first year, getting on there, you’re known as like a young punk, you’re a – like a greenhorn on there.  You’re put in those – excuse me – easy areas and those areas right there where you were.  
They start you out there first year.  Sealer one was like a guy, like a skin boy was a sealer one and a pod cutter and those are like sealer ones.  
And you get into more advanced – there was a sealer two where you had the guys were the strippers and the barmen and those areas right there.  And, you know, they’d strip the skin off the seals and there were some sealers too that worked in a fish wash house down in the processing plants where they took the skins and they put them in the tanks right there.  

The sealer three were the people were like the elderly men.  They were more of the elderly people and they were, they’re the clubbers, the expert clubbers.  The reason they had to have those people in those areas right there because the sealer three were the people that were more experienced.  They know what seals to club, I mean what seals to take.  And they know how to skin the seal also so that the rippers will pull it up.  Those _____ were there ‘cause we took very careful – we were very careful in this area not to do damage to the skin or anything else out there.  
And we didn’t want to destroy the wrong animal.  We didn’t want to hit the old animal or hurt them or anything.  They had to be – they had to have the knowledge and know how to do those stuff right there.  That was – that’s those categories right there.

Interviewer:
Okay.  Do you need some more water?

Interviewee:
No, I’m fine.

Interviewer:
Okay.  Let me just check the framing real quick.  Let’s see here.  Saint George, from your experience, were you really dependent on the government during the years of the government harvests?  Were the folks on Saint George really dependent on the U.S. government in that fur seal harvest?

Interviewee:
Yeah.  During the fur seal harvest is when the federal government was _____.  I think we depended on them a lot ‘cause that was the only thing I think I knew how to do.  I think that’s what my dad knew how to do.  I mean it was all related to that, you know.  They – they held those positions during the fur seal harvest when they did the harvest there, then during the winter months, they held other positions as plumbers and electricians and stuff that with the government.  
We – sort of like they maintained what the government had up there.  They maintained all the housing.  They built the roads, repaired their roads and stuff like that.  And that’s what – this was all under the government.  It was run out of here and Seattle if I’m right.  And we got paid through – paid through the federal government through the Seattle office and everything.  But it was all – yeah, I think we depended a lot on that.  From Saint George’s side, I know that ‘cause we didn’t really have any state or any other programs running out of it.  We might have had some through the IRA, but I can’t really think of anything that they did up there besides just what the federal government did up there.

Interviewer:
Let’s take a quick break while we have these folks.


Okay, so you’re just talking about the – about, you know, the fur seal harvest and how the community was fairly dependent on the government.  Was there ever a sense of excitement in the community when the government supply ships would come, you know, when you saw that ship come offshore, what did you guys feel?

Interviewee:
Yeah, when the – we used to call it a penguin.  I remember when I was a little kid, the penguin came up there and brought supplies from Seattle up there.  And that was just really exciting ‘cause the buyer would go out there and then the stuff would come and your Sears orders and your other orders that would be coming in that you ordered maybe about – oh, depends, you know, when you ordered them.  
Like, I remember my  mom and dad, they ordered – make an order out there in August right after the fur seal harvest and sometimes the order wouldn’t get up there maybe until December or sometimes May.  And, you know, we’re starting, we’re still growing and everything else.  Like by the time it get to you, the clothes don’t fit so you have to give it to your next brother down and wait for the next shipment or the next fur seal harvest where you’ll be able to order stuff then.  
But it’s just excitement.  I mean the whole town came down to, you know, greet the right there when it same to shore ‘cause it was – sometimes there’d be people coming from Seattle on there and some people would come in on Alaska to visit and there were some relatives and stuff like that.  But yeah, it was something new and you looked forward to it.  
Like I said, we listened to the radio every night and rumors would start flying that the ship was gonna be there at a certain time and you’d stay up all night sometimes waiting for it to come around, but it wouldn’t show up for two or three days and stuff like that.  But then it all depended on the landing ______ too, if the sea was rough, you know, and nothing happens so, you know, there always are up and downs on that, but just seeing that thing out there on the friendly ocean out there, knowing that something was gonna come off.  It was exciting.  I mean, it’s part of life and it was something to think about and look at and it was exciting.
Interviewer:
So what were the – what were your impressions of the community feeling during the government era, you know?  You can just elaborate on what it was like.  What was the community like?  Were people, you know, what was it like during that era, you know, time?

Interviewee:
I really – really, I don’t really pay attention to something like that.  I really don’t think about it.  I think, you know, there was – I really can’t explain it ‘cause I never heard anything.  I never really heard there was problems or anything else like that from the – during the time the government was up there during my time or anything.  
Of course we had the community and we had the IRA community council and we had the sister – we had the Sisterhood and I think we had Brotherhood before that.  And they had their meeting – daily meetings and there was activities here and there and most of that time, I really – I didn’t think about it ‘cause most of the time, I think it mostly was based on from my side it was just for my religious side of being a Russian Orthodox, from our church side was an activity in that area right there just keep me – it kept me occupied during the winter months also.  It – I thought more about that than anything else I think during the winter months and stuff up there.  
And then we had all the holidays and stuff like that up there so – but like I said, from the government side during the winter months and stuff, I really didn’t – I didn’t really – I didn’t really think much about that.  I mean, I really didn’t – I really don’t have anything about to say about much about that right now.

Interviewer:
Okay.  How much – during those days, how much did the government supply the people in terms of schools and housing and seal meat?  Was that stuff that was given by the government to the community?  You know, or did you find your own seal meat or was it actually like appropriated to you by the government?

Interviewee:
During the fur seal harvest, during the winter – summer months down there, we took everything what we – we took all the meat we could.  We salted it and we brined it and we froze it and of course the government had some cold storage up there where we cut up all the meat and then we put that – and that was our take for the winder months, all winter, all the way for the whole year right there.  We – that was our take right there.  
The government didn’t provide us with any kind of a – didn’t have no – they didn’t serve us with that.  We did that on our own after hours – go out there and get our own bunch of meat.  We’d do the salting of the flippers and the other stuff right there.  But the groceries from the store during my time, I remember, they were limited.  
You know, you got certain amount of pounds of coffee, sugar and stuff like that for yourself.  For the home use and everything depended on the number of people you had in the family and stuff like that.  
And I remember that, but later on, it went into there where – I don’t know it was early ’60s after that.  I don’t know if it’s – what happened after that, but it got down that you made your own orders, you put an order down there and they would supply with all that.  But that was taken out of your check every time, they’d take so much  dollars out of your check with the number of groceries you bought and everything else like that.  So, but that – that started happening in the ‘60s after that.
Interviewer:
So did – when you were living out there or maybe your family, the perspective of the people, did people feel like those were home – those islands were home?  Or was there ever a longing to either return to the Aleutians or go to the mainland.?

Interviewee:
Yeah.  I think up there on Saint George that was our home.  That was everybody’s home up there.  And they, you know, once – when they left the island, they always wanted to come back ‘cause of what they enjoyed and what they see and like you like I told you, every morning I got up and listened to the birds and the ___ and it was just something to look for.  And, you know, I think they missed that in – but that was our home up in Saint George.  Always continue to be a home for a lot of people up there, but, you know, when we talk about something else up there, you know, my thought of it now days it it’s a – it’s a little different right now.  But that – during the time I was up there growing up as a kid, that was our home.  That was all our _____.  That was what the government provided, but that was home.  That was home.  Yeah.
Interviewer:
Let me see if I can just – I’m gonna try – 


Get out there now, I mean you spend a lot of time out there now.  But is there – you mentioned a little bit that things are different today.  Is that one of the reasons why you don’t live on the island now like full time?  Or would you want to if you could?  Are you not able to or – 

Interviewee:
Yeah.  I’d – I live on Saint George.  That’s where I want to live.  That’s where I’ve been living, you know, the past thirty years now, but there’s activities that has taken me off the island where I go back and forth.  But like my wife, my wife no longer lives on Saint George anymore, she lives in Anchorage nowadays, but under this government contract stuff, I continue to work up there and I love it up there and everything else.  
There’s a lot of people that want to stay on the island, but you know, due to economics and jobs and stuff like that, they’re starting to think elsewhere now and, you know, they’ve got to support a family and everything else like that.  So, but I think yeah.  If there was opportunities and there was a lot of stuff going on there, I think most the people would come back and just stay there because the beautification and the history and everything else like that up there, just a sense of – just being there.  Just, you know, getting up in the morning, you know, just getting up in the morning.  I don’t care if it’s raining, storming, everything.  I just – just being on the island right there and just something that you can’t – can’t describe.  
I mean it’s hard for me to do that, but I’ve been in Anchorage for – I go to Anchorage a lot and I get – it’s always looking forward to go back to Saint George because of the – you can get out and just go walk the island and it’s – you know, no pollution  no nothing.  No car – there’s cars and everything else there, but it’s not like – it’s not like Anchorage or anything.  It’s a different atmosphere right then.  And you know everybody and we can wave and you can talk and everything else there.  So – yeah.

Interviewer:
Just check the – yeah, we’re doing fine.


So, I don’t know if you’re old enough to really think about this very much, but what were your feelings when the commercial sealings stopped on Saint George and then they continued on Saint Paul?
Interviewee:
Yeah we stopped the fur seal harvest up there on Saint George in I think the seventies.  But it continued on in Saint Paul and where – you know, it didn’t bother me.  I mean we didn’t – you know, it really didn’t bother me, you know, ‘cause we still had our subsistence kill and stuff like that.  
There was some activity in the wash house where we had to continue to – if we did a subsistence kill, we took the fur seal pelts and we blubbered them and we salted them down and I think they were shipped over to Saint Paul later on for shipment over down to wherever they shipped them.  
But we were still busy over there.  It was government activity and there was some – the city hadn’t started up yet, but maybe from fish and wildlife service and the other stuff there was some activity.  I really – it really didn’t affect me or anything else like that.  
The only thing that really affected me is that when it – they saw – didn’t want us to continue, you know, didn’t want us to kill anymore.  They just wanted to stop it completely so we had – one year I remember we had to go send our people over to Saint Paul to get a whole bunch of meat.  And I didn’t think that was right and I, you know, to this day, I still think _____ I think we should have been able to do our own subsistence hunt and everything else up there in Saint George.  But that didn’t happen and we did that one year and it – I think they stopped that after that because some of the meat got bad and came over to Saint George and it was no good and a bunch of waste and ____ the people ____.  
I always saw the waste of that, they were really upset about that so – we all did that.  The only time I think we went over was to get the salt at the – salt _____ to get some – the flippers I guess.  I guess that’s a delicacy out in both islands on there where the people take advantage of that.  So, yeah.

Interviewer:
When you talk about Saint Paul and Saint George, do you feel like the two islands are unified as the Pribilof Islands or are they kind of two separate communities that really have to make ends meet on their own?

Interviewee:
I think – yeah, I think we’re unified.  Both islands are, but I think we have – all have different visions of where to go.  You know, you got corporations there, you got cities there, you got travel ___ in there and all – everybody has their own thing, you know, when it came to building harbors up there in Saint Paul, both islands up there, you know, Saint Paul started off and Saint George got theirs.  
Then we got the airports and you know, got a bigger airport and stuff started happening up there.  
But I think we – we hung on to what we had, you know, culture-wise and everything else like that.  But we had to diversify.  It was, you know, our fur seal harvest wasn’t there anymore.  Then we had to go into fisheries and stuff like that.  And then we – it sort of like made us like I think in some areas we had to fight amongst each other to get what we wanted.  
That was what we thought was best, but I think things worked out – things worked out okay on there, but now, due to fish stocks and everything else up there, we’re all trying in different ways right now to make ends meet and stuff right now.  I think this is gonna continue on and you know, like, you know, we’re going back east every year asking for money to develop our economics up there.  But, you know, it’s always a – always – and sometimes we have to fight amongst ourselves because they want this and we want this and we go back to one congressman that represents the whole state of Alaska and you know, they ask what the heck do you guys want.  And Saint Paul gets there before Saint George and sometimes they get it.  And if we get there before, sometimes we get it.  
So, you know, but friends and everything else, between islands, they still exist.  We try to help in some ways to help each other and that’s ongoing.  And I really appreciate that.  I really like that.  I really – I think that’s a good thing and I will continue to work in that ‘cause, you know, as the Pribilofs we have the Pribilof school district which is one, but we have our own IRAs and our own cities.  But when it comes to fisheries and that stuff right there, we represent Pribilof Islands.  So it’s – we always get together on it.  So I think we’re real okay in those areas right there.  But like I said, sometimes we have to go against each other to get what we want, but otherwise we’re – I think we’re still buddies yet.
Interviewer:
Okay good.

Interviewee:
Well, my feeling about when the fur seal harvest stopped on both islands up there was that it was – it really didn’t affect me at all ‘cause I was on Saint George and I was working for the government up there and there was – there was still activity up there.  Things were going on and we’re still doing – we’re starting to do the subsistence kill every year and Saint Paul, you know.  So they stopped theirs and I really didn’t think much about it, but I know it probably hurt them over there more ‘cause, you know, they had their – that was something that they worked on and they had – it was income for them and everything else like that.  
But there was – I think other activities started over there.  They started working on the buildings and started doing infrastructure on both islands over there – on both Saint Paul and Saint George.  We were active – and I remember going over to Saint Paul and working over there for six months out of the year for two years, working on buildings over there ‘cause of my experience in some plumbing and some heating with the locals over there.  
And that was pretty – but I – to tell you the truth, I really – it really didn’t bother me, I mean it just – ‘cause you know I seen it come to Saint George and when they stopped on Saint Paul my – it really – I didn’t think much about it because I thought they would still have a subsistence rights and their kill and everything else, they would just continue going on.  But they wouldn’t.

Interviewer:
So it wasn’t really – it wasn’t that important to you that it kept on, you know, it wasn’t that important that it had – like it didn’t have to keep on going to keep the community alive?  You know, it wasn’t a necessity, it wasn’t just a crushing blow that, you know – 

Interviewee:
No, I didn’t think that way ‘cause, you know, I had – the government was still there and I was still working for them and I – I never thought about it.  I never thought about the government pulling out or anything else like that.  But it – as long as I had that job there and I was secure and my wife was working, I was working, and it never dawned on me even though they ____ I though the government was gonna be there forever, continue to work on the islands.  But that didn’t happen ‘cause in ’83 they pulled out of there.

Interviewer:
Okay.  And so how about what are you feelings regarding the decline of the fur seals and do you feel that they’re – as you’re talking about that, do you feel like there’s any special connection between the Pribilof Aleuts and the fur seals?  We’ve heard people tell us that there is a strong connection, if the fur seal goes, the Aleut people go.  And do you feel like that’s true and what do you think about the decline and – 

Interviewee:
You know, the decline of the fur seal up there is it just – it bothers me a lot when I see, right then, I – as you know, I mentioned earlier that I’m a hiker.  You know, I’m a walker and I do a lot of things on Saint George.  First I get up there and I do a lot of walking out.  
But as I observe from the years – from the starting from maybe out to the first seal harvest started up there, stopped there, I noticed that there was starting to be a – the decline up there, I figure started years and years before the first seal harvest ___ up because I remember I started ____ how big and wonderful that ____ is before, then it started to go down, then go down then where we used to do two or three hundred in the area then years later we started doing 19, 20 and 29 seals – 29 kills in that area ‘cause we used to just go to like one rookery every day and it started declining.  And I noticed that as a boy that you know, it didn’t seem right.  It wasn’t right. 
You know, but ever since the fur seal harvest up there, I know it’s been declining on all the rookeries up there.  Most of them – most __ I’ve seen devastated right there, _____ that’s really gone down real bad and I noticed that East Rookery from my, you know, you’re not allowed to walk around on the rookery areas during the summer months so I hike on the hillside on top where I can get a much better view.  
And what I see in there ten years ago, I don’t see anymore and it’s – it’s not – there’s something happening that just don’t make sense where, you know, you stop the fur seal harvest there, you think once you stop that herd would grow and everything else that replenished itself and stuff would start happening and that maybe we’d have to start the fur seal harvests again.  But that’s not happening.  
It’s just – there’s some areas in there where we’re doing our subsistence kill nowadays where you can’t find what you’re looking for.  You’re not finding the two and three year olds – what the people like.  You’re finding the four or five year olds and they’re too darn big and the meat’s tough and you don’t want that.  
And it’s – there’s something wrong out there.  It’s something that’s – it’s – I don’t know what it is, the weather patter or it’s the feeding habitat and feeding and everything else there.  I don’t know what it is, but it’s – it doesn’t make sense to me.  I can’t figure it out.
Interviewer:
I’m gonna just take a break real – if you like, the patter of the fur seal has any sort of – anything to do with the future of the Aleut people on the Pribilof Islands?
Interviewee:
I know that even though the seals or the – you know, the seals go – even if that _____ I _____ there was just few up there, I don’t think the people would want to leave the islands if they were just stuck with their roots and everything like that out there.  But, you know, there’s people have different thoughts and everything out there.  
Some want to stay on the island up there and really want to stay up there, but when it comes down to supporting their family, they’ve got to think about something else and if it means for them to move off and find employment somewhere, I think they might go that route right there.  
But, you know, both islands are making efforts and doing stuff to make that so that doesn’t happen.  But I think even though, like I said, if the seals left the islands, I think the people would still want to be there because that’s theirs.  I mean that’s their – it’s not the – it was their lifestyle before it changed but now it just – it’s stuck in them.  It’s like it’s stuck with me right now. 
 And it’s always hard for me to go out and especially if my parents are there and trying to go out, leave there and come back again.  And I want to come back soon again because, you know, I love my family and everybody else in Anchorage up there, but it’s – it’s elderlies, you know, you look in.  You want to go back and listen to them and talk to them and they’re there and they’re bullheaded and everything and they’re stubborn.  They don’t want to move, you know.  
I remember in 1968 or when I was in grade school they were trying to force us off the island there and it was very, very hard time there and it was a community that was not struggling but was just – didn’t know what the heck to do.  They were – I mean they were really scared.  They didn’t want to do that.  Some of them wanted to move to Saint Paul and some went out, but they moved to Anchorage and stuff, but there was people that were really stubborn up there and I think that being very stubborn to this day, that’s what kept them on the island right there.  I think, you know, maybe they – I don’t know what they did, but that didn’t happen.  
But they’re still there and I’m really thankful they did something like that otherwise I think if that really happened ‘cause as we left the island, a family left the island, the house was torn down so that the family wouldn’t move back again and when you saw something like that in the village, you know, something like that, it really hurt the elderly folks up there.  It was devastating to them.  They didn’t know what the heck was going on.  So – but I think it’s – I don’t know if they are – even though the fur seals are gone, I think they would still stay there.  _______ ___.

Interviewer:
Okay.  Can I get you to move slightly back to your – this way?  Yeah, like that.  And – so people were – they were tearing down houses so people wouldn’t return?

Interviewee:
Yeah.  Yeah, they tore down – every time a family left, I remember as small boy, as a kid up there, they would tear down the house.  The reason I know that is because I’d go up there and I would cut the firewood and I’d make them, put them inside these old potato boxes and I’d sell them to my grandfather so he could start his coal burner every morning ‘cause, you know, there was not diesel up there at that time.  
There was limited diesel up there.  It was used for the cottages for the people that worked – the federal agents that worked in the fur seal industry up there.  Don’t mind my language, but we used to call them the Emercons, the White Man in Aleut.  But anyway, and I’d go there and I’d take all the siding off and everything before they’d tear it out and I’d use that.  
There was – they were beautiful homes.  They were solid homes and like I mentioned before to you, I mentioned before was that high school that we moved down to a new high school and they tore the old high school – old building down there.  I wish they hadn’t ever done that because that would have been a nice hotel and it really would have been a historical.  It was all pine wood floors and everything.  There was no need to tear that down.  It just – I guess it was just intention just to move us all off the island.  You know, so there was nothing left so that maybe the wildlife and habitat would come back to what it was before.
Interviewer:
What years was that going on?  When was that taking place?

Interviewee:
I think it was the early ‘60s, early ‘60s, early ‘60s up there.  I don’t know.
Interviewer:
So during the fur seal harvest then?

Interviewee:
Yes, during the fur seal harvest yes.

Interviewer:
So they were actually letting people – I thought they would want t keep everybody there during the harvesting days.

Interviewee:
Yeah, that’s one thing I never said I – to this day, I never understood.  I think about that and you look back in history why they did that, you know.  And I don’t know.  It was – it just didn’t make sense.

Interviewer:
So how do you – so what do you feel about the future of the Pribilofs?  You know, what do you feel about – do you think there’s a stable economy, it’s a stable economy or the possibility of one?  And what will drive the economy in the future without the fur seal business?

Interviewee:
You know, we’ve been off the fur seal business for a whole bunch of years now.  There’s stopped in ’71.  We do – we worked for the federal government another ten years and they pulled off in ’83, then we got some money from Congress to – for diversification from – diversify, we had to do something else.  We had to go into another state of work and so we went to fisheries and we got into that area where it was late in the program where the stock started to drop.  You know.  
We got – we started in the crab business.  We built the harbors, we built the brick waters and got that all going and now it’s – there’s only one species of crab up there now.  We used to have the blue, red and butter dye and all that.  And now we’re down to a ____ now and we had seasons up through, you know, over three million pounds – three hundred million pounds.  We’re down to nineteen million pounds.  We got a shore – the fur seals up there are declining and the birds seem to be doing fine.  
And there’s – there are probably opportunities up there for tourism and other activities and I think there’s – I think there’s opportunities for a lot of research to happen up there right now.  I think we should go back to what we did before.  You know, we – as long as I can remember, I remember there used to be bird research and fur seal research.  We just research, research the animals right there.  

And I – what really puzzles me today is they never found out anything.  You know, they didn’t know what the heck was happening to these seals.  They didn’t know what was going on with those fur seals and I know they’d study the bird, of course I worked with a Max Thompson and Bob Delong on, you know, tagging birds and watching them, where they go and everything all summer long as a young kid up there.  
And I remember working in the biologist’s lab there one summer with a biologist.  We were collecting teeth on animals.  And we did the tagging and the shearing and what was all that for?  I mean, they should have known that something was happening during that time, but it just – I don’t know.  

But on the economics of Saint George right now, I think it’s – it’s pretty bad right now.  I mean, you know, what we all decided that we were gonna do so we invested a lot of the money into the harbor.  You know, and what we were gonna do for the fleet and everything else out there.  Now that’s not good there anymore.  It just – there’s just limited resources out there too.  So I’m afraid that, you know, it might get even – I don’t know if it’ll die out, but I think it might just get smaller than what it is right now and there would just be – just mostly be ___ stuff like in the school.  Might have some school activity up there.  Depends on who stays there and who doesn’t stay there.  
And I get coming back to this issue of people, you know, they’ve got to support their families and stuff like that.  And if they have a big family there, they’re gonna have to go out and get the training and stuff like that.  And which a lot of them don’t have and it’s a scary situation right there and I’m worried about it, but from my side as being on the corporation and board members, we’re looking at all kind of ways to keep that – keep our community to survive with shareholders and those people up there.  And making our best at efforts on it. 
And I don’t know how long this is gonna go on.  You know, it’s – we get a lot of money from – get some moneys from congress to keep those on, but they’re nowadays, they’re getting – it’s very hard to get money from there nowadays.  It’s pretty darn hard to get money from there nowadays and it costs a lot to get out of Saint George to go out and go down and look for moneys and letters and all that.  
So I don’t really know.  I’m just – I’ll just make it clear to everyone, I’m worried.  I’m really worried about what we had up there for the past hundred years, that, you know, we could lose it like in one day.  I mean it’s really that bad.  I mean from my side, from Saint George’s side, that’s why I’m thinking right now that’s why we’re working on it, but I – like I said, I think we’ve got stubborn people who like that lifestyle and love that island and everything else that, you know, even if something like that happens, it would be very hard to move them off or try to get them off the island there.
Interviewer:
Okay.  I think I’m pretty close you guys.  I think I’ve got one more - _____ question for you really.  And that is well two more questions.  Can you recount when the sea lion was more abundant?

Interviewee:
Yeah.  When I was growing up – when I was up there in Saint George, when I lived – excuse me.  All my life I’ve been in Saint George.  The abundance of sea lion was unreal.  I never saw so much animals.  They would come – they’d be there all year – practically all year, but most of the time I’d see them would be most abundant would be from August all the way up to October where they would overpopulate the fur seals on each rookery.  
They would – you would go out there in August right after fur seal hunting would stop and the locals would go out there and get the small sea lion.  They’d go out the rookeries and get this small sea lion, what the federal government said, “Okay, you go to rookeries and get your,” for fresh meat anyway.  But you couldn’t – I remember from South Rookery all the way to the rookery in Zapadnie would be all orange.  There would be thousands and thousands of sea lions.  All the rookeries would be like that.  It was unreal.  I mean it was unreal.  Then all of the sudden, they started declining for some reason.  

I remember one year when I was up there, I was walking the beach and I find a lot of dead animals.  I couldn’t figure out why they were dying – why they died and everything else like that.  Then, but then it started getting lower and lower, you didn’t see that kind of activity as years started going by then.  Lo and behold, that one year, we got a lot of snows here, everybody got snow machines.  

And I never realized as a guy that there was a rookery on the tip of the island called Delanoy Point.  
I went up there one day with the guys up there and we heard this bellowing of animals and was, “What the heck’s going on?”  He looked down there.  There was over like, you know, 500 animals on the beach down there and really surprised.  I’d never seen anything like that in my life.  And I was, “What the heck,” dead of the winter.  You know, I didn’t realize that then.  We got excited about that so we started chasing off the animals ‘cause the animals go around the island all the time and that’s how we used to stay on the cliff and then we’d take potshots at the ones we want to get at.  Sometimes we’d get them, sometimes we’d get them.  

But yeah.  Then it started declining there.  Then just – I don’t know what happened after that.  They just – really, really, really, really got smaller and smaller every year and I don’t know if it had to do with the over fishing or of the trollers or the noise or anything like that, but I noticed that from my views and where I watched and I noticed that every time the ice pack came down from Saint Paul and moved on to our island, we’d see – I’d see a lot of animals, but as the ice went up during the winter months, went back to – they seemed to disappear, but you know, I don’t know.  Really to tell you the truth, I don’t know what’s happening about that.  You know, from what I saw as a kid and see nowadays is – I mean you – I think about 75 percent of them are gone from up there right now.  Yeah, about 75 percent.  Yeah.
Interviewer:
What’s – can we try and have you slide in the middle of the ___.  There you go.  And – or a little bit more to your left is fine – or to your right.  Yeah, that’s good.  And last question.  How important was the role of the church during your formative years?

Interviewee:
Pardon me?

Interviewer:
The role of the church during your formative years?

Interviewee:
You know, we really did have culture up there.  I mean there was some culture.  There was talk of it, what you had, but I never played a role in it.  It just – we brought it back.  We, you know, we looked in the history what there – our ancestors did and everything else like that.  And of course, you know, we brought that back in the ‘70s.  That’s through the school.  They looked at history – we did some dances and stuff there, but that was – I didn’t participate in it ‘cause I was going to high school, but it was brought back.  
But prior to that, the church played a major role in the island up there.  It was the – it was sort of like a government there.  It held the people together.  It kept the peace and everything out there.  It kept all the holidays.  It had control – the church had control over the government.  On our holidays, whether we liked it or not, we didn’t work.  We went to church service.  We didn’t care if the agent was there down there.  If he was – if he had to work that day it was just, “No, this is our holiday.  This is our religion.  This is what we do.  And this is how we want it to be done.”  
And they respected that.  I mean, you know, they never complained about it as far as I know.  But it kept us together.  That was something that kept us together and after, you know, I don’t know what happened after that, but after – it’s still ongoing, but after that, it – it wasn’t strong as it was before.  You know, as it was before after that, but it was real strong with my parents, you know.  I grew up in that and, you know, I had to go to church every Saturday and Sunday and every holiday.  It controlled the school.  It controlled the school days and everything as I was going to school up there.  It was very, very, very, very strong. 
That the religion up there was very strong, but nowadays, it’s – now, it’s still there, but activity is still there, but it’s just – there’s not that many that participate in that area right there.  They’re still Orthodox Christians.  They’re all baptized, you know, every time a new one comes on board they’re baptized and everything.  But they – the role they play in it is not that strong anymore where it was before.  
I think that all had to do with when we had – we just diversified from the fish – from the fur seal harvest, when that stopped and we started going to fisheries and it was different hours, different hours of the day.  You know, we worked for the government.  We worked eight to five.  Then you went from church on Saturday and Sunday from six to, you know, nine.  Or Sundays it’s from ten to twelve.  But when the fisheries started up there, you had to support your fleet 24 hours a day so you didn’t participate in all that holidays and stuff up there.  It _____ to take us away from what we had before so – I think that all had – there’s some blame on that right there.  And to this day, I – like I said, I think that really took affect on what happened up there after that.  So – 

Interviewer:
Okay.

[End of Audio] 
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