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Interviewer, Jacob Merculief

Jacob Merculief:
Yeah that one.  Almost tight, but probably take a little bit of sanding or rasp and then it’ll fit a lot better.

Interviewer:
So why are you making this boat?

Jacob Merculief:
Why am I making it?  Part of it is part of Aleut culture.  I’ve kind of always been interested in doing something that we haven’t done in a long time.  


They’ve been building in here for about ten years.  And I kind of like it.  And also Mack and I are talking about taking our boat out and hunting.  Or the Icia, take the Icia out and go hunt for seals in it.  And if we could hunt in the traditional way it would probably be over 200 years since something like that’s happened out here in the Pribilofs.  


And I’ve always kind of been interested in culture.  I see a lot of – I’ve been traveling in Oregon, Washington, California, Arizona.  And I see a lot of different groups that are involved in their culture.  And I kind of get excited about it.


And this would – excites me too.

Interviewer:
Can you tell me where that excitement comes from?  Hang on just a second.  Do you know why – what do you think’s driving that?  I mean do you feel like you’ve been missing something for a long time and now you’ve got, you’re finding a reason to bring it back?

Jacob Merculief:
Well a lot of times when I was out there, I could see different groups.  They have different regalias.  And they have their dances.  


And also and I’ve seen some of my old classmates—when I was in high school and stuff like that—they have their own kayaks and umiaks and stuff like that.  And I think it’s a good idea to get something like that going here. 


Hopefully my nieces and nephews or some of my other friends here, kids are little and kids that are growing up.  And it’s taken me about 50 years to get excited about this.  And I’m finally doing it now.

Interviewer:
Great.  

Jacob Merculief:
I was the chief of the volunteer fire department and I tried to get some kind of program going with the kids in the school.  


And they come in and start learning things.  And when they see that they have homework and they have to go do work and stuff like that, then they said, “Well, you know, I got enough homework as it is in school so I don’t wanna do this.  It’s kind of hard to try to keep up in school.”  


And kinda hard to keep up in training in the volunteer fire department and especially the paperwork.  They kinda like getting out, playing with the fire hoses, and putting on air packs and stuff like that when I was chief.  I retired last November after about 30 years in the department.

Interviewer:
You started thinking about it that early?

Jacob Merculief:
Yeah.  When I got into high school I started thinking about stuff like this.  And what do you call it?  I see a lot of the different cultures.  I’m an Aleut.  I understand a little bit and I speak a little bit.  But I could learn a lot more.


And when I was out there in school I could see a lot of the kids were, they would speak Yupik.  Or they would speak their clinkit language.  And they had a lot of their traditions.  They went out and hunt whale in the umiaks and stuff like that.  And I’ve always kind of been interested in a little bit.  I read about it a little bit.  


But building the baidarka and getting really involved in the Aleut culture, that’s just something recent—probably within the last five or ten years.  I see the Aleut dancing finally came back after a couple hundred years.  And probably about 11 years ago, I think, when they first—11 or 12 years ago—when they started doing Aleut dancing here, and that kind of piqued my interest.


But I always kinda say if somebody asked me five years ago, “Are you gonna be down in the school in nights building Icia?”  I would probably laugh at them because I didn’t think I had enough time to do it.  Now I’m making time. 

[End of Audio]
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