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Interviewer, Jacob Stepetin

Interviewer:
So anyway you take young Jacob.  Do you let him go hair sealing?  And –

Jacob Stepetin:
Yeah, we go out.  I usually take him and his friend out.  They both got 22s.  We hunt hair seal. And he knows how to run the outboard.  

Interviewer:
How old is he?

Jacob Stepetin:
He’s 11.  

Young Male:
Turning 11.

Jacob Stepetin:
Oh, he’s gonna be 11 in October.  But he started out – when he was 9 I started taking him out and showing him everything.  Him and the girls.  Well he’s got two sisters.  Robin is here.  


And we generally, like I told him at the reef, I saw him there.  And we can get our gumboots.  And we go seining for fish up the head of the bay.  And he’s got his own gaff hook.  We usually a stick with a hook on it for our subsistencies.  Or we can – everything we do in the summertime, we’re preparing for winter—long winters.  So preserving our fish.

Interviewer:
So he and his friend—was it Trevor—go over across the bay by themselves?  Or –

Jacob Stepetin:
No I take them over there.  And they sit up in the bow.  They’re my gunners, I call them.  So when we’re hunting, they’re my gunners.  If you don’t them, I’ll tell them, “No food tonight.” (Laughter) 

Interviewer:
So about all kids in the village learn to hunt early?  Or –

Jacob Stepetin:
Yeah we like teaching them when they’re young.  And I wanted to take him camping in the summer but I haven’t done that yet.  But I did take him to Po Island—one of them islands out there on the other side of Atka Island where I used to camp.  There’s a lot of hair seals there.


And he his 22 with him.  We didn’t get anything.  I told him, “It only takes one shot.  And you shot once, they’re gonna be gone for a while.”  So we didn’t get one.


We take them out sea leg picking.  We show them where to get sea legs.  And all around the island here.

Interviewer:
Do you think that’s important to make sure that the younger kids still learn how to do all that stuff?

Jacob Stepetin:
Oh yeah.  You bet.  Especially if you’re living around here.  Your subsistence lifestyle around here, you depend on it.  Like if you go to Hot Springs Bay in the middle quag there, you call it itgo.  


That’s where we get razor clams.  I took the motor out last summer, we got razor clams from over there.  And we’re getting humpies at the same at low tide.


So I showed them where to – you can go get clams around here.  It’s important for us, these kids learn that.

Interviewer:
How important is the motorboat to subsistence living today?  The motorboat, how important is that for subsistence?  Could people subsist out here without a motorboat?

Jacob Stepetin:
Oh no, no, no, no.  You gotta have.  Or I don’t know how else you get around.


Of course there’s some kids at the school, last year or a couple years ago, they built their own bidarkies.  I think there’s like four here in town.


But they just use it for just paddling around.  They learn the culture here.  He’s made an Aleut towing board at the school.  He’s got one home.  

 hat, bunny hat, we call his lighters.  He made here at the school.


So he’s learning his culture and traditions here.

Interviewer:
So would happen if the motorboat disappeared?  If there was no fuel or –

Jacob Stepetin:
I don’t know.  It’d be pretty hard.  How else do we go around and get food?

Interviewer:
Your ancestors did it.  So I was just curious if you thought in today’s world you could do that?  Or is it just too much work?

Jacob Stepetin:
Do what again?

Interviewer:
Like your ancestors got around without motorboats.

Jacob Stepetin:
Oh right, right, right.  No we can’t perfect what they’ve done.  They know how, we don’t.  I mean if they do it in their icia—they call it icia, the bidarki—and they hunt with their, by throwing a spear.  No we don’t know how to do that.

Interviewer:
You don’t think you could build it back into the culture?

Jacob Stepetin:
I don’t think so.  I mean – no.  I wouldn’t know how.  You could try it but –


When I talk to the elders here, that are all dead and gone now, they told me, like my dad and them, they trapped at Rootock Island, they paddle.  They used to go at night they’d tie up, four or five of them in a row and keep one guy awake.  ‘Cause they’re paddling over to Unimak Island and they’d come back.


And these guys are smart; 

 are tough.  I mean I couldn’t do that.  I mean that was their way of life.  They lived over in Rootock Island.  My dad and I camp over there.  And they fox trap; they live there a month.  No groceries, just all subsistence living.  It 

 for them.  That’s what they did.


And I tell my son and all these kids all the stories.  I took him over to Atka Island one summer.  Well all the kids that I’ve took over there, now they’re all grown up and married and have kids now.  


Took them over to Atka one day, one summer and it was 18 of us over there.  And I was teaching them everything about we seine, we brought in fish.  I showed them the bidarkies.  The sea eggs.  Where you get minnicon grass, you use for grass in your steam bath.  And I showed them that.  


And we walked over to Sholka.  And I showed them the old village site.  Looked for artifacts.  And I was just giving them a history of where we all grew up, where they came from and the people.  So.

Interviewer:
Do you think any of them are gonna pass it along?

Jacob Stepetin:
Oh they always remember.  I’m sure they will.  They’ll know.  You teach them what plants are good for, I teach them that.  These plants are good for this, these are good for that.  They’ll always remember.  Yeah, I’m sure of it.  But 
 telling the other younger ones.

[End of Audio]
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