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Interviewer, Jeff Borenin

Jeff Borenin:  
My name is Jeff Borenin.  I live in Akatan, Alaska.  I was born in April, 1985.

Interviewer:  
So Jeff, one thing.  If you could try to keep your feet totally still, so we don’t have cracking of rocks.  If it happens, it happens, but—  

Interviewer:  
Jeff, how many people in your village of Akatan?

Jeff Borenin:  
There are—

Interviewer:  
Just tell me, “In Akatan, we have a population of about—”

Jeff Borenin:  
In Akatan, there’s about 90 people living in the village.

Interviewer: 
 Oh, you need to squat, yeah, ‘cause he’s looking at that.  ___ sit if you want to make yourself comfortable.

Interviewer:  
And you were born there?

Jeff Borenin: 
 I was born in Anchorage, Alaska.

Interviewer:  
And your family is from Akatan?

Jeff Borenin:  
My parents are from Akatan.  Grandparents are from McKushen and Akatan Island.

Interviewer:  
And you went to school?

Jeff Borenin: 
 I went to high school in Akatan and Barrow—two years in Barrow, two years in Akatan.

Interviewer:  
And primary school in Akatan?  Junior high school?

Jeff Borenin:  
Yeah.  Primary, junior high, middle school, elementary, Akatan.

Interviewer:  
By the time you were in high school, were you thinking that Akatan was the place you wanted to spend the rest of your life?

Jeff Borenin:  
No.  In Akatan, I didn’t really want to live there at first.  I’d probably go back every now and then, but now I don’t plan on living there, but maybe in the future, I’ll move back.  Not permanently, but like summers, maybe.

Interviewer:  
Why?  Why was that not a place you wanted to live?

Jeff Borenin:  
Well, there’s not much work there for one thing in the winter.  You either have to have an office job or something steady.  Summertimes, there’s all kinds of work going on—fishing, projects going on in the village.

Interviewer:  
So do villages like that offer much opportunity for somebody your age, or do you think it’s really necessary to leave, go to Anchorage or some other place in the world to find a way to make a living?

Jeff Borenin:  
Yeah.  The main reason why I left was there’s really no work, like steady work or like schooling, there’s no kind of school there after high school.

Interviewer:  
Do you see that as an issue for kids your age growing up in the villages?  Do you think that they, that a lot of them have to leave because of that?

Jeff Borenin:  
Yeah.  Most kids usually have to leave either for college or find a steady job, like a career, actually.

Interviewer:  
Do you see those villages with a future, or do you see the population just continuingly to dwindle down?

Jeff Borenin:  
I see the villages on the Aleutians probably will start dwindling, and people leaving the village for city or job-wise.

Interviewer:  
If that weren’t so, would you want to live out in the small villages?

Jeff Borenin:  
If there was work in Akatan, I would stay home, but if not, I’ll move to Anchorage or either work during the summers in Akatan or leave the village to Anchorage.

Interviewer: 
When you’re not in Akatan, what do you miss about it?  What do you miss about the village life?

Jeff Borenin:  
In the village life, I miss fishing, hunting, friends and family, the ocean.

Interviewer:  
Do you think that there is an effort among the younger Aleuts to try to reconnect with their past way past the precontact, preRussian?

Jeff Borenin:  
No.  In my generation, I don’t see many people trying to bring back the heritage or the Aleut way of life like before the Russians came, or trying to learn the language or much of anything about the past ways.

Interviewer:  
Do you think that there’s something missing spiritually among the people because of that or not?

Jeff Borenin:  
No.  I don’t think so.  No.

Interviewer:  
OK.  Do you practice Russian Orthodoxy yourself anymore?

Jeff Borenin: 
 I attend church every now and then, but not really.

Interviewer:  
And you don’t feel any hole in your life with either not having that or some spiritual connection to your native roots?

Jeff Borenin:  
No.  Not really.  No.

Interviewer:  
OK.

Interviewer:  
You want my jacket?

Jeff Borenin: 
 No.

Interviewer:  
All right.  I think that’s good.

Interviewer:  
Jeff, what about, like the stuff you were telling me about the difference between the kids now in Anchorage versus the subsistence that’s going on.  Like in Akatan, we were talking about some people go out to hunt, but the younger kids don’t even know how to do that anymore.  They have to make money, because you’re dependent on money now, right?

Jeff Borenin:  
Uh-huh.  

Interviewer:  
What’s your perspective on that?

Jeff Borenin: 
I see the subsistence way of life, of living, like living off the land completely—I don’t see that as really happening nowadays, because you have to get a job and make money to live.  You can’t just live off the land.  You have to pay rent, electricity, gas, fuel.  Even if you are doing subsistence, you have to buy gas to go out and get it.  Where are you going to get the money for that?  You have to work.  You have to have a job.

Interviewer:  
And how about the Aleut language?  From this trip, have you gained any perspective on Aleut language and Aleut culture?

Jeff Borenin:  
Yeah.  I want to see my age kids or even younger generations trying to learn it.  At least try to learn it, ‘cause when I was in high school, we didn’t even have a class or anything for Aleut language or anything cultural about Aleuts.

Interviewer:  
OK.

Interviewer:  
Good.

Interviewer:  
Anything else you want to add?  You’ve been probably hearing the question we’ve asked a lot of people.  You have an opportunity here to—

Jeff Borenin: 
 (Laughter) OK.

Interviewer: 
 If you want to reach to the youth, say something to the youth.  From what you’ve learned, or what you know about the Aleut culture, do you have a message you want to get out to them?

Jeff Borenin: 
 I’d say to the younger generation or even the older generation, try to learn Aleut ways or at least the language.  I feel it’s gonna disappear here pretty quick.  If I don’t learn it, I’m pretty sure my kids won’t ever learn it.  ‘Cause all the elders that know how to speak it are passing away, and it’s just being lost.

[End of Audio]
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