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Caller/Respondent

Jill Fratis:
Hi, I’m Jill Christine Fratis and I’m 18 years old.
Interviewer:
Sounds good to me.

Interviewer:
Okay, no ​​​​​_____.

Interviewer:
Nope.

Interviewer:
Okay, good, excellent.

Interviewer:
Okay, Jill, I’ve asked you a couple of question riding down here, given you about 10 minutes to think about them.  And now I’d like you to respond.  And I’d like you to talk to Paul –

Jill Fratis:
Okay.

Interviewer:
But actually, you know what, I’m gonna block the camera off because he needs to stay low.  I want your eyes at my level.  I don’t want you to look down at him.
Jill Fratis:
Okay.

Interviewer:
So I’ll keep stepping away, but kind of remember that I’m really over here.  I’ll just step back there occasionally to make sure the camera hasn’t moved.

Jill Fratis:
Okay.  Like where should I start really?

Interviewer:
Well, the first question I’m gonna ask is, is at your age, you’ve graduated from high school.  You’re getting ready to go to college.  You’ve probably thought a little bit about your future, and where that future road might lead you, and perhaps you’ve given some thought to what your history; the historical part of your ancestry, how that’s affected your life today here in the ____ ____.  And so I guess the question is if you have given that some thought, what are your thoughts on that?  What – do you have a relationship to the _____ that came here, brought here by the Russians when these islands were uninhabited and they were brought here to work here in the fur seal trade?
Jill Fratis:
Yeah, definitely.  There’s like I hear from a lot of the elders and everything like that around here about you know them talking about how it used to be in the old days.  And that was not even too long ago.  And they tell us you know, how the ancestors used to live back then, how independent they were, and how they used to live off the land, and how they were just unique in every way, and how they could survive off of just like a piece of wood or something like that.  And it really made me think of how really important it was, and how things are really changing now that it’s getting more modern, and everything is just all about money nowadays.  It’s just changing really fast.

Interviewer:
When you say it’s changing really fast, do you think it’s for the good or for the bad?  Is there a good or bad to that change?

Jill Fratis:
I think there’s a good and a bad.  It’s good, the part of the jobs and everything, and how this place is totally turning into a city and everything like that.  But it’s also really bad for all the tradition and everything like that, and all the historical sites are just totally being you know – they’re just not there anymore.  And after a while I don’t think it’s going to be about the tradition and the subsistence and everything like that.  It’s just gonna be all about money, and jobs, and everything like that.
Interviewer:
Do you feel like you have any connection to the first seals because of where your history came from?

Jill Fratis:
Yeah.  I think the island is all about seals.  It’s really sad that the seals are declining and everything like that.  And no one really knows what’s happening.  But it’s sad you know.  But yeah, I definitely feel that the seals and my past, and things like that it’s all connected.

Interviewer:
Could you draw an analogy between the seals and the people out here?
Jill Fratis:
Well, let’s see here.  Seals are food you know.  Seals – we like live off of seals.  And the seals – the seals were here before us, so I definitely feel that we wouldn’t be here unless people weren’t brought here like hundreds of years ago to hunt for seals, the _____ _____ brought here.  We wouldn’t be here to begin with if it weren’t for the seals.  So that’s why we’re here today is because of them.

Interviewer:
And do you think there’s any connection between the fact that why they’re population is dwindling and how that relates to the current situation with the ____ that live in the ____ now?

Jill Fratis:
It could be, no, lots of reasons.  It could be about the boats and everything like that.  It could be the climate changing.  You know, it could be a lot of things.  But I personally feel that it’s because of ____ all about, it’s gonna be all about money after a while.  It’s not gonna be about like sight seeing, or how beautiful the island is anymore.  I picture like lots of tall buildings.  It’s just turning into one of those everyday places out there.  And it’s really scary.  But I think that’s what it’s going towards right now.

Interviewer:
What would be the economic _____ for that?

Jill Fratis:
The economic base?

Interviewer:
Yeah, in other words, what would support that?

Jill Fratis:
What would support that.  Just all these different companies coming here.  They have all these different plans for what would make this an awesome place.  But those plans just have to do with the businesses, and just about making money.  I think it just all boils down to money after a while.  This place is just gonna turn in to any other place out there.

Interviewer:
Do you think that there’s any issue with the fact that it is being controlled by big business?  I mean the fishing out here, the local people that fish, your father that fishes – they fish from small boats.  They take small catches.  But they’re up against huge conglomerates that fish the same waters.

Jill Fratis:
Yeah, it’s really sad about that, like all these boats going out.  Like years before they’d come back with like 5,000 or 6,000 pounds and then they’d have to wait to the next day to like drop off more.  But then these days, you’d be lucky if you could get at least 1,000 pounds.  It’s really sad how the fishing and everything is just declining.  It’s dropping rapidly.  And ____ what’s going on with that.

Interviewer:
No ideas of your own what’s going on with that?

Jill Fratis:
I think it’s the big boats, the draggers and everything like that.  They’re given a limit to which they can come by here.  And there’s been like – they’ve been coming in closer and closer.  And it’s just – and it could be about the climate changes and everything like that.  But it’s sort of a question mark.  I don’t know why they’re all gone.
Interviewer:
Do you think the ____ that live out here get a fair shake in the resources that are available?

Jill Fratis:
No.  I’ve noticed a lot that there’s a lot of blocks that we’re not allowed to go to on our own island, and it’s to preserve the seals and everything like that.  But we always laugh about it that tourists get more access to the island than the ____ themselves do.  So we, it’s like we don’t have an opinion anymore.
Interviewer:
Do you think that’s something that’s changeable?

Jill Fratis:
Yeah, yeah.  I just think we have to get a reality check that we don’t approve of it, that we want more say in things than other big corporations.

Interviewer:
And if you were to set out to try to make some change in that yourself, what would you do?

Jill Fratis:
I probably wouldn’t because then it would turn into a huge controversy, and [laughs] you know – I would really –

Interviewer:
We can go and how we can go, and permits we have to get to go there, and stuff – I wouldn’t say that a tourist that landed out here would really have any more or less access to something in anyway.

Jill Fratis:
That’s just how I felt because we were going to try to go on a field trip out here, but they had that sign closed off and everything like that.  And we were getting ready to turn around.  And these tourists came over, and they took the sign down, and they got to go past it.  But it’s like we feel like criminals every time we go past those things.

Interviewer:
So, but who’s putting those signs up?  Isn’t that local ____ that are –

Jill Fratis:
Mm-hmm.

Interviewer:
Yeah, that are controlling that.  It’s not an outside people that are doing that.

Jill Fratis:
No.  I know they’re doing it to respect the wildlife and everything like that.  It’s totally understandable.  But this island’s so beautiful, you just wanna go to all these different places.
Interviewer:
What about the way that parts of the island are used by locals that are pretty destructive with the four wheelers, and –

Jill Fratis:
Oh yeah.

Interviewer:
And that kind of stuff.  I mean where we were last night on the beach, it’s like that used to be a seal beach that was covered in seals.  And now it’s a racetrack for four wheelers.

Jill Fratis:
Yeah it is.  I have no comment on that because I have nothing to do with four wheelers.  My dad totally doesn’t approve of that either.  I think that’s ridiculous how people are going out there and tearing up the tundra.  So that’s all I have to say about that.

Interviewer:
If you were gonna give advice to somebody younger than yourself, perhaps somebody that’s coming out of elementary school or junior high school as to what they might expect for the future, what their opportunities might be; what would you say to them?

Jill Fratis:
Know your background.  Know what the past used to be like.  Know how people used to live here.  They always say that the children are the future, so maybe we could give them ideas and how they could fight to keep this place still beautiful, and traditional, and you know – I’m sorry.  I’m nervous.
Interviewer:
That’s okay.  That’s alright.

Jill Fratis:
Yeah, I’d tell them to know where they’re from, know their ancestors and everything like that, because they really are unique.  And they’re the strongest people I’ve ever heard of to be able to live and survive like that ___ ____ so.  And like nowadays, a lot of us have to hear it from like ancestors or ____ like that.  I’m sorry.  I’m so nervous.

Interviewer:
Don’t be nervous.  Don’t be nervous.

Jill Fratis:
I don’t know what to say.

Interviewer:
Okay.  Well if you don’t want to say anything, you don’t have to.  Is there anything that you want to add to that?

Jill Fratis:
This island’s beautiful and I love it, and it’s my home, and it’s where I plan to live for the rest of my life.

[End of Audio]
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