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Kara Mandregan:
He went to the Sand Church to go to school, but for like two days, I think.
Kirk Mandregan:
No, four, four days.

Interviewer 1:
Cool.  Four days, so then you spent – 

Kirk Mandregan:
We were only supposed to be there for one day, then it ended for four days.

Kara Mandregan:
(crosstalk) stuck up there.

Interviewer 1:
Was it a special workshop or something?  Or – 

Kara Mandregan:
No he went, they went to go visit Sand Church for a while, but, and then he had to go to school while my dad was out.

Interviewer 1:
Mm hmm.  Hmm.

Kirk Mandregan:
Do you know what was no fair?  

Interviewer 1:
Okay.

Kirk Mandregan:
But then Richard, he went and his dad went with us and Richard ____ ____ go to school, but then, then a little while when I needed to go to the bathroom I saw him in the gym, then I asked my dad if I could go in the gym, then I did.  

Interviewer 1:
And is that how you got started on basketball?

Kirk Mandregan:
Uh uh.

Interviewer 1:
No.  

Kara Mandregan:
He started playing basketball, he started learning from me.  I taught him how to do shots perfectly and – 

Kirk Mandregan:
Uh uh.

Kara Mandregan:
Yes, I did.

Kirk Mandregan:
No, I didn’t.

Interviewer 1:
But Kara you said you were an Aleut dancer?

Kara Mandregan:
Yes.

Interviewer 1:
And so you’ve thought a little bit about being a native?
Kara Mandregan:
Mm hmm. 

Interviewer 1:
And what do you think about that?

Kara Mandregan:
I think it’s, I think it’s okay because sometimes we have fun doing practices, but we sometimes always have to do one dance twice or three times just to get it done because if we perform in front of a whole bunch of people we don’t want to mess up.  So we practice sometimes every other day.

Interviewer 1:
Right.  Does it mean anything special to you when you dance?

Kara Mandregan:
Yeah, I think I’m, when I’m dancing I think I’m sort of describing my culture.  

Interviewer 1:
And you think that that’s a good thing to do to describe your culture to other people?

Kara Mandregan:
Yes.

Interviewer 1:
Does it make you feel like you’re closer to your ancestors?

Kara Mandregan:
Yes, so that other people know what culture we are and sometimes our Aleut teacher has to describe our dances.  Like if we’re doing Chaga that would probably be hunting for halibut.  

Interviewer 1:
Mm hmm. 

Kara Mandregan:
Yeah, and they’d say that, will say the Aleut word and then she’ll say what it means in English.  

Interviewer 1:
Okay.  Kirk what did you think about that?

Kara Mandregan:
He’s not an Aleut dancer.

Interviewer 1:
No, but he was raising his hand, he had something he wanted to say.  

Kirk Mandregan:
Long time ago, I mean not so long time ago, she played basketball and one time when her and I team losed, she was crying.

Interviewer 1:
Oh, yeah?  (Laughter) 

Interviewer 2:
I’ve cried a lot before when I’ve lost sports too.  

Interviewer 1: 
Yeah, you know where they, you’ve heard the term crying in your beer?  You know?  That’s what it comes from, it comes from sports.  You know?  When the game’s over and everybody goes and has a beer, the losers are always crying in their beer.  So, but you can’t win all the time, you just have to play the game all the time.  


So Kirk you have, do you think at all about being Aleut? 

Kirk Mandregan:
No.

Interviewer 1:
About the ancestors or – 

Kirk Mandregan:
Well sometimes we get Aleut classes.

Interviewer 1:
Mm hmm.  You do?  In school?  

Kara Mandregan:
Yes, we take Aleut classes every other day, too.  We learn some new words and some classes are reading Aleut books.  It’s like reading stuff.  We read about this boy who’s shopping, yeah, for Aleut stuff though sort of and how we have to read it is we have to say it in Aleut in the words and then we have to say the word and then we say it in English.

Interviewer 1:
Mm hmm.  And is it fun learning the Aleut language?

Kara Mandregan:
Yeah.  Or sometimes when we’re not reading our booklets, we would either be watching a video either a video people made long time ago with the people who are on this island now, or we’ll just watch videos from long, long time ago about _____ isn’t people from here.

Interviewer 1:
Mm hmm.  And do either of you, can either of you tell me an Aleut word?

Kara Mandregan:
Qagaasakung means thank you in Aleut.

Interviewer 1:
Say it one more time.

Kara Mandregan:
Qagaasakung.

Interviewer 1:
Qagaasakung.  Say the word and then say what it means for me.

Kara Mandregan:
Qagaasakung, that means thank you.  

Interviewer 1:
And is that a word that’s used a lot in Aleut?

Kara Mandregan:
Yeah, sometimes younger kids, but my class doesn’t do it now, every time we used to leave our Aleut teacher’s class we’d say “Qagaasakung uchitawa.”  Uchitawa means teacher.  

Interviewer 1:
So you’re thanking the teacher?

Kara Mandregan:
Yes, for teaching us these Aleut stuff.

Interviewer 1:
That’s nice.  Do you want to say something Kirk?

Kirk Mandregan:
Yeah, and then something else that we said in the morning to their teachers, kyara vum na.
Kara Mandregan:
Say that again.

Kirk Mandregan:
Kyara vum na.

Kara Mandregan:
That means good morning.  

Interviewer 1:
And is it fun for you to learn that language Kirk?

Kirk Mandregan:
Aleut?

Interviewer 1:
Mm hmm.  Yeah.  Would you like someday to be able to speak Aleut?

Kirk Mandregan:
I do sometimes.
Interviewer 1:
Mm hmm.  And do you think that you guys will grow up and live here in St. Paul most of your life or do you plan on going away somewhere else?

Kara Mandregan:
I plan to live somewhere else, but then I’ll come home to visit family and other friends.  I don’t plan just to stay in St. Paul the whole time.  I want to be somewhere big.  

Interviewer 1:
Do you think about that at all Kirk?

Kirk Mandregan:
Sometimes.

Interviewer 1:
Yeah?

Kirk Mandregan:
And I know Spanish numbers, uno, dos, tres that’s three.

Kara Mandregan:
Oh yeah – 

Kirk Mandregan:
She knows it too.

Kara Mandregan:
– and we learn how to talk in Aleut in classes sometimes, mostly up to ten, that’s all I remember.

Interviewer 2:
So you can count to ten in Aleut?  Can you count for us?

Kara Mandregan:
Atukin means one, ala is two, cunquin is three, seaching is four, chong is five, atchin is six, aleun is seven, and I think I said is aleun and number eight is cumchin and then number nine is seaching and ten is aute.  

Interviewer 1:
That’s – 

Kirk Mandregan:
And she knows how to count up to ten in Spanish – 

Kara Mandregan:
And German.

Interviewer 1:
And German, wow, tri-lingual.  Let’s, just one more time tell me about the word thank you and how you learned that how you use it in school with your teacher.  The camera was not, it had moved, you guys had moved and it had moved and you weren’t in the frame and I’d like to hear that again if you’d kind of relay that story to me one more time.

Kara Mandregan:
Okay, qagaasakung means thank you and when we’re in Aleut class sometimes kids, other grades younger, say before they leave to go to their classrooms, they say “Qagaasakung uchitawa.”  And uchitawa means teacher.  
Interviewer 1:
Okay.  And when you think about that history, that language and you’re a native dancer and you do the native dancing, does that make you feel any closer to your past?

Kara Mandregan:
Mm hmm. 

Interviewer 1:
Can you tell me why you want to do that?  Why you want to learn the language and why you do the dances?

Kara Mandregan:
Well I want to learn the language more because my grandparents always talked – 

Interviewer 1:
Kara let’s just start that one more time.

Kara Mandregan:
I want to learn the language because my grandparents always talked to each other in Aleut all the time and the dancing, when I’m older I want to remember what I used to do when I was a kid.  

Interviewer 1:
Mm hmm.  Good.  And Kirk do you want to stay here when you get older or do you want to go away to other places?  

Kirk Mandregan:
Away.

Interviewer 1:
You want to go away?  And do you know why?  No?

Kirk Mandregan:
I just do.

Interviewer 1:
You just do.  Okay.  

Kirk Mandregan:
And I already know where I’m going to go.

Interviewer 1:
Where is that?

Kirk Mandregan:
Disneyland.

Interviewer 1:
Disneyland.  You want to live there?

Kara Mandregan:
We went there before, to California, and we think he liked it so he probably wants to go back.

Interviewer 1:
Mm hmm.  And how about you, do you want to stay here or do you want to – 

Kara Mandregan:
I think I’ll try visiting places to see where I like and then if I get a job here or somewhere else like in Anchorage, I’ll try to get enough money to earn a house someplace other than, or someplace I haven’t been before.  
Interviewer 1:
And then will you just never come back to St. Paul or – 

Kara Mandregan:
I’ll come back once in a while to visit.

Interviewer 1:
Now if you’re ten years old, right?

Kara Mandregan:
Yes.

Interviewer 1:
And you’ve kind of got a vision in your head for, just second, for what you want to do in the future, can you, I’m hesitating here because I want to get him out of earshot before we _____, can you tell me why you’ve already thought of all of that?  Why you think that, that you want to build a house somewhere else and live somewhere else and only come back here and visit?

Kara Mandregan:
Well I don’t want to live here all my life, but I want to see my friends and family here sometimes once in a while too, and I want to experience new things in other places.

Kirk Mandregan:
Mm hmm. 

Interviewer 1:
Are you proud to be and Aleut?

Kara Mandregan:
Yes.  

Interviewer 1:
And does that sense of pride make you feel good about who you are?

Kara Mandregan:
Yes.

Interviewer 1:
And Kirk how about you?  Are you proud to be an Aleut?  And do you think that you owe an obligation to your ancestors to do good things as an Aleut?  

Kara Mandregan:
Say yes.

Kirk Mandregan:
Mm hmm.  

Interviewer 1:
And what – 

Kirk Mandregan:
And I’m going to visit somewhere else, someplace else that ____ ___ ____ or like France or something.

Kara Mandregan:
Friends?

Kirk Mandregan:
Yeah.

Interviewer 1:
Say that again?

Kirk Mandregan:
France.

Interviewer 1:
Oh, you want to live in France?

Kirk Mandregan:
No.

Interviewer 1:
Just go there?

Kirk Mandregan:
Visit.

Interviewer 1:
Visit France?  You want to travel a little bit?  See different places?

Kirk Mandregan:
Mm hmm.  

Interviewer 1:
Why France?

Kirk Mandregan:
Just do.

Interviewer 1:
Mm hmm. 

Kara Mandregan:
He likes French fries.  (Laughter)  

Kirk Mandregan:
No, I want to go to France, France, France.  

Interviewer 1:
Do you guys, either of you guys go fishing at all?

Kara Mandregan:
Yes sometimes we, well usually we just go down to the floating dock and fish for flounders or butterballs and candelas or, well we haven’t really done it, we used to go out with our dad or sometimes we’d go out with our dad and go catch halibut or he’ll just take us for a ride on his boat. 

Interviewer 1:
Mm hmm.  And do you like fishing?

Kara Mandregan:
Not on the boat, I get sick.

Kirk Mandregan:
And then one time, halibuts are way out in the ocean and I caught a halibut, baby halibut over at the floating dock, but – 

Kara Mandregan:
Flounder.

Kirk Mandregan:
Yeah, flounder.  No baby halibut.  Flounders are small, flat.

Kara Mandregan:
Just looked like a flounder.

Kirk Mandregan:
And I caught, usually the halibuts are way out there, but I caught one over there.  It wasn’t a flounder.

Interviewer 1:
So and what about the seals?  Do you like the seals?

Kara Mandregan:
Oh, yes.  We like eating the seals.  Sometimes in the summer we go out to have a seal harvest and today at 10:00 this morning they had a seal harvest, but I did not make it.

Interviewer 1:
No, neither did anybody else.  So they canceled it.

Kara Mandregan:
Oh.  (Laughter)  

Interviewer 2:
Do you go to the harvest then Kara?  Sometimes?
Kara Mandregan:
Yes, either I help my auntie Debbie get throats because sometimes we make throats out of stuff during activities with other kids or I help move the skins around and we have to get the stuff on the inside of the seal into bags, and yes.

Interviewer 1:
Do you help at all Kirk?

Kirk Mandregan:
Hmm?
Interviewer 1:
Do you help at all?

Kirk Mandregan:
I never went to any.

Interviewer 1:
No, you haven’t been to any.

Kirk Mandregan:
I was going to with my sister, but they canceled it.  

Interviewer 1:
Mm hmm.  So do you guys ever go out berry picking in the late summer, early fall?

Kirk Mandregan:
Sometimes.

Kara Mandregan:
Yeah, sometimes.

Interviewer 1:
What kind of berries do you pick?

Kara Mandregan:
Just normal (crosstalk) – 

Kirk Mandregan:
We don’t – 

Interviewer 1:
Oh boy, they’re starting to work again.  

Kara Mandregan:
Well I don’t, I can’t remember, moss berries we pick, but never pick salmon berries before, but I’ve ate some.

Interviewer 1:
Hang on a second, I think we’re ____ here.  they’ve all fired up to start work again.

Kara Mandregan:
Maybe we could, we should do another part inside if we could move it.

Interviewer 1:
Maybe so, or back around the other corner.

Kara Mandregan:
Yeah.

Interviewer 2:
Maybe they’re pulling away.  Let’s see what they do here.

Kirk Mandregan:
I hope we do it inside, I’m cold.

Interviewer 2:
Are you chilly?

Interviewer 1:
Pretty warm, it feels like California or something.

Kirk Mandregan:
Well at least you don’t have short sleeves.

Interviewer 2:
That’s true.

Interviewer 1:
Are you getting cold?  Want to go get a jacket?  Go get a jacket.  It’s like a construction zone out here anymore.


So Kara why don’t you just answer Paul’s question one more time.  (Laughter)  


So Kara you were about to tell us what you did with the seal throats when you ____ the harvest, and kind of start off by saying “when we take the throats during the seal harvest we” and then tell us what you make.

Kara Mandregan:
Well we, after they dry we, when we first get them we have to take the skin off of them and then hang them up on a board, thumb tack them to a board and then when they’re dry we have to shake them and rum them to each other to make it soft and smooth, and then we either sew patches out of them or something else.

Interviewer 1:
Try it one more time and if you can tell us, because from what you’ve said nobody will know what you’re talking about – 

Kara Mandregan:
Oh.

Interviewer 1:
- because you’ve got to say “When we go to a seal harvest we sometimes, with my aunt or whatever, we take the throats and then we do” and then tell us all that you do with them.

Kara Mandregan:
Okay.

Interviewer 1:
Okay?

Kara Mandregan:
When we go out to seal harvest we collect throats sometimes, seal throats sometimes, and then we have to take the skin off of them and tack them to a board, that way they could lay out and dry.  And when they’re dry we have to rub each ends together and the middle together to make them soft and smooth and then we sometimes sew the seal throats into like little pouches or big pouches.
Interviewer 1:
And who do you do the pouches for?

Kara Mandregan:
We just sometimes make them and just for fun or we’ll sell them.

Interviewer 1:
Okay.  

Interviewer 2:
I’d like to buy – 

Interviewer 1:
So when you, Kara you said that you want to leave St. Paul and come back to visit, when you go away do you think you’ll take your Aleut culture with you?

Kara Mandregan:
Yeah, if I meet new people out there I’ll tell them what culture I went through and I’m still in and maybe if I have something to show them, like if I had seal teeth left still from St. Paul or if I came back to St. Paul to visit I’d get stuff, and then when I go back to the place I’m at I’d show them what I had used.  

Interviewer 1:
And the, I forgot what I was going to ask.  

Interviewer 2:
The things that she’s collecting to bring back to show her friends in other places?

Interviewer 1:
No, no.  I’ll think of it in a minute.  If you just keep running it’ll go away.  It’ll get real bad and then it’ll go away.

Kirk Mandregan:
I had it since I was starting and it wouldn’t go away.

Interviewer 1:
Well you gotta run longer than just down the hill to make it go away.

Kirk Mandregan:
I know.

Kara Mandregan:
They always start from – 

Kirk Mandregan:
From the starting line.

Kara Mandregan:
- the Coast Guard station and he ran to the house.

Interviewer 1:
Oh.  So you ran most of it then.  From the Coast Guard station to here?

Kara Mandregan:
Yeah, but the whole race would be from the Coast Guard station to the front of the school down there.

Interviewer 1:
Yeah, but that’s more than half way.  Well you did a good job then.

Interviewer 2:
Sure did.

Kirk Mandregan:
Man, when we were, when me and my dad were way back, Damon and Roman were, Damon and Roman were all the way to the post office when we were way over there.

Kara Mandregan:
Quit turning.

Interviewer 1:
I remember now.  So Kara do you think that St. Paul, the kind of village that’s here now will always be here?

Kara Mandregan:
No, I think a lot of things will change.

Interviewer 1:
Yeah?  Like what?

Kara Mandregan:
Like they’re building a new clinic down over there, I don’t think it will be the same as the small clinic we had above the school.  

Interviewer 1:
Do you think the changes are good or bad?

Kara Mandregan:
They’re sometimes okay, but when you want something to be the same, you think it might be bad.  But when you see it you might realize it’s an okay thing. 

Interviewer 1:
Yeah, Kirk, what do you want to say?

Kirk Mandregan:
When we were in Seattle at the clinic when I was born, Erin, dad, and my dad and Kara always got lost in that clinic.

Kara Mandregan:
You didn’t have to say that.

Interviewer 1:
Now you remember that?  You do?  Right when you were born?

Kara Mandregan:
No, he remembers it from when my parents told him.  (Laughter)
Interviewer 1:
What do you think, Kirk?  Do you think that St. Paul will always be the same?  Or do you think it’s going to change?

Kirk Mandregan:
Change.

Interviewer 1:
Yeah?  And do you think that that’s a good thing or a bad thing?

Kirk Mandregan:
I forget whose house is who.  

Interviewer 1:
Is change, Kara, something that bothers you?

Kara Mandregan:
No, if I want something to be the same sometimes it can bother me for a couple of days, but once I see it I might not hate it anymore.  Once I see it I might realize that it’s not such a bad thing. 

Interviewer 1:
Okay.  Anything else Paul?  

Interviewer 2:
Yeah, I guess the one thing, I’m just curious, you guys both say you might leave; is there, what’s the main reason you wouldn’t want to stay forever here?

Kara Mandregan:
Well the main reason I wouldn’t want to stay here is because sometimes I don’t like being on such small islands.  I want to, well I also want to learn new things in other places so that’s why I don’ want to stay here my whole life.  Or if I don’t want to move any place else and just stay with my family or somewhere in town with my family, I’ll just visit places, I won’t stay out there, I’ll just visit.

Interviewer 2:
But you do love St. Paul, it’s just that you want to check out other places too?

Kara Mandregan:
Yes.

Interviewer 1:
What about you, Kirk?  Do you have any thoughts on that yet?  No?  Not really?  A couple more years, you’ll start thinking about it.

Kara Mandregan:
Probably three more years, he’ll be ten, he’ll think about it.

Interviewer 1:
Yeah.  Right now it’s basketball, huh?  Yeah.

Kara Mandregan:
For both of us.  

Interviewer 2:
Mm hmm. 

Interviewer 1:
Yeah.  Who’s your favorite player?

Kirk Mandregan:
Yao Ming.

Interviewer 1:
Who?

Kirk Mandregan:
Yao Ming.

Interviewer 2:
Seven footer, Chinese guy.

Kirk Mandregan:
He’s – 

Interviewer 1:
Oh.  

Kirk Mandregan:
How did you know he was seven foot?

Kara Mandregan:
You’ve got to be kidding me right?

Interviewer 1:
No I’m not kidding you.  

Kirk Mandregan:
Now everybody’s going to see what I did ____ ____.

Interviewer 1:
Well I’ll cut that out.

Kara Mandregan:
No, that’ll be a blooper.

Interviewer 1:
Yeah.  (Laughter) 

Kirk Mandregan:
I ____ the recording.
Interviewer 1:
You what?

Kara Mandregan:
Yeah.

Kirk Mandregan:
We’re going to keep that in there.

Interviewer 1:
I am?

Kara Mandregan:
It’ll be a blooper.

Interviewer 2:
Do you guys like to go to the, you like going to the seal harvest then, yeah Kara?  Yeah.

Kara Mandregan:
At the end, we get to get all covered with the blood and then we drive around in a little parade and people will go out there and look out their windows or stand outside of their doors and wave to us because we wave to them.  Sometimes there’s a whole bunch of kids ganged up by the store and they’ll start throwing water balloons at us.

Interviewer 2:
So people are probably thanking you for going out and doing the harvest, huh?

Kara Mandregan:
Yeah, because we deliver meat to people.  

Kirk Mandregan:
If they throw water balloons at you, throw rocks at them.  (Laughter)  

Interviewer 2:
Do you guys like to eat the seal too?

Kara Mandregan:
Yeah, we like it.

Interviewer 2:
What’s you – 

Kirk Mandregan:
I like seal meat.

Interviewer 2:
What’s your favorite kind of meat?

Kara Mandregan:
Liver, rice, and onions together.  It’s good. 

Kirk Mandregan:
I like seal meat.  Just meat.

Interviewer 2:
Do you guys the young bachelors or do you like the pups?

Kara Mandregan:
We don’t really use the pups, we just mainly get the bulls.

Interviewer 2:
The lakuda parties?  Sometimes, isn’t that right?  Lakuda?  Isn’t that how you say seal pup?  And they have that sometimes, I remember last year at Labor Day we had Lakuda down there.

Kara Mandregan:
Yeah.

Interviewer 2:
It’s good.  Cool.  (Laughter)  You guys are getting cuddly over there.

Interviewer 1:
So Kara the, when you kill the seals, you actually take the meat to other people in the village?  Is that how that works?  Can you explain that to me?

Kara Mandregan:
Well first we have to club them.  If they’re still alive we have to club them a few more times and then we have people with knives, they have to cut them open right down the middle and then they get all the meat out.  And then they put them into garbage bags and then we just deliver them to people.  And then what we do with the rest of the stuff, we either put it, I don’t know what it’s called, but we just put it somewhere because there is, it’s where we put like scraps of dead animals we are going to eat.

Interviewer 1:
Special place?

Kara Mandregan:
Yeah. 

Interviewer 1:
And do you do anything with the furs anymore?

Kara Mandregan:
Sometimes people sell them.

Interviewer 1:
Mm hmm. 

Kara Mandregan:
Yeah.

Interviewer 1:
Have you worked with the furs at all yourself?

Kara Mandregan:
I made a pouch with some fur.

Interviewer 1:
Alright.

[End of audio]
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