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Kathleen/Interviewer

Kathleen:
I’ve tried living away from home.  I’ve tried living in Seattle, Anchorage, couldn’t do it, had to come home.  There’s no place like home.
Interviewer:
And tell us where home is.

Kathleen:
Atka, Alaska, Lucen Islands.  My name’s Kathleen Nevzoroff.  I was born here.  I had six brothers and three sisters, and I’m the middle one.  I have two daughters, two granddaughters, one of them still living here.  And my other, youngest daughter moved to Anchorage to give it a try because there’s no homes here available for her to live in, and ___ ___ ____.  She stayed with us and felt she needed to move on.  But I’m sure she’ll come back.  It’s expensive up there.  She thinks it’s expensive here, but she’s already down to hardly any money out there, and she has a daughter she needs to take care of.  And I do still help though with that because it’s hard.  She’ll find out soon enough.  It’s not easy living out in the city and then moving back here, you know.  It’s not as bad.
Interviewer:
When you say here, because not everybody’s gonna know that –

Kathleen:
Here in Atka, yes, here.  And then the native food – you grow up eating that and you get used to it.  And that’s the one thing I missed was the native food, and eating off the beach, and all that.  That’s one thing I missed is I got tired of the store bought food out there.  It just never satisfied me.

Interviewer:
What is native food?

Kathleen:
Reindeer, seal, sea lion, fish, ducks – of the land like wild parsley, wild celery, summertime you know, used to all that.  It was hard out there.  Besides here, we’re used to doing things:  walking, hiking.  In a big city, you just stay home, stay indoors.  It’s expensive to go out if you don’t have a car of your own.  It’s still expensive today.  You have to have insurance and all that.  So here it’s – I’d never live any other place.  I tell my kids – they think it’s life out there, but they’ll end up saying, there’s no place like home, Atka.
Interviewer:
So the school is the _____ language to the children.  Do you think that home is part of your culture?  It’s also your culture, and it’s important to try to reinstill that in the younger people?
Kathleen:
Yes.  I taught one year at school _____ bilingual.  It was challenging, but I moved on.  I told these school students, you need to learn your language.  You need to learn your culture because when my generation is gone, if you don’t learn all these, it’s gone.  There will be nothing here.  They’ll probably all move on because they don’t know how to hunt, and live on their own.  And I told them, you need to learn all this.  Don’t stick your nose into their computer games, or video games.  I told them, you need to – so then I told these youngsters, go visit elderlies.  Sit there and listen to them even if you don’t understand it ‘cause you’ll figure it out.  That’s how I learned.  So ask questions.
Interviewer:
I’ve heard the Atka ___ ____.

Kathleen:
I told these young students, especially the boys, go visit the elders.  Listen to them.  Even if they don’t understand it, they’ll figure out what it is they’re talking about towards the end like I used to.  That’s how I learned.  And then ask about, if they have questions, ask, even if it’s in English.  And even if the elder answer in ____ you know.  They’ll get it, eventually.
Interviewer:
And then you talked about how important it was to learn how to subsist rather than going home and sitting in front of the TV and the computer.

Kathleen:
I told them they need to learn how to hunt and provide for themselves because we won’t be around forever.  And sticking their nose into the TV, video games and all that, they’re not going to get nothing out of that.  So they need to learn.  Go with the people that are going to go hunt.  That’s the only way they’re going to learn.  ___ ____ out, out in Anchorage now and trying to make book of his life experiences with his granddaughter. 

 So I hope that works out for him.  He did go back to Japan.  I can’t recall where that was.  But he did go back and saw the – one of the books they have out, one of the Japanese guys had him on his shoulders.  I took a picture of it and he met that same guy, which was cool.  He put him on his shoulders.  That’s when I said, man you should have taken one of your grandkids or children to go with you on that event because that’s going back to history.  Yeah, that was cool I thought.  But he went alone.  Okay –

Interviewer:
So about the – what’s the community trying to do to instill the allute culture into the young people _____?

Kathleen:
We’re still teaching the dancing at the school, start the youngest ones.  And the oldest ones are teaching the youngest ones and all that.  And twice a year or more they go out on dancing trips.  And they teach basket weaving at the school.  So some high school kids have to learn how to do that for their _____ in school.  So one student had already made her first basket and got it all done, and did a pretty good job on it.  And I told her, you need to pick some grass, learn how to pick the grass because she used raffia, and do a basket with real grass.  One day when she gets the hang of that, then she’s got it made, and ___ teach these.  Even my dad used to make baskets.  My grandma used to teach him.  So even boys can learn how to do that, not just girls.

Interviewer:
So the population in Atka, we’re being told, is going down –

Kathleen:
Going down –

Interviewer:
Do you think the community will go away some day?

Kathleen:
Well, no, not any more.  With the price of everything going up, I think they’ll all end up coming back home because there’s food availability here.  Out there, they’re hungry, gotta buy the food.  Here, you can get it.  I think they’ll end up coming back.  That’s what I hope.

[End of Audio]
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