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Mac/Interviewer

Mac:
I’m Mac Mandregan, Macarius Mandregan.  I use Mac for short because a lot of people have a hard time saying Macarius Senior.  I’m a senior.  I have a son, who’s junior, Mac Jr.  And I’m here in St. Paul School and working on my ___ ____.  And I do maintenance for the school district.  I’ve lived here all my life practically.  My parents are from here.  I was born in Anchorage ___ ____.  


And I’m working on the ____ piece of my itcha if you look at that later, you’ll notice it’s a lot longer than a lot of the ones the allutes ___ ____ have made in the past, the ___ ___.  I was working with Mark Daniels and I figure I need a bigger itcha because I’m a lot bigger than everybody else, most allutes that use these things.  So you figure for my weight and for my body size __ ___ ____ doing this.  And I’m working on the bow piece for my itcha.  And it’s taking me a long time because I’m not going according to the ____ Mark Daniels ___ ____ have been doing them in the past.  I’ll point that out to you in the paperwork here.  


I’m making a two piece bow as opposed to a four piece that they’re used to doing.  So Mark is gonna see how I do this bow and he’s gonna copy mine.  Or I’m actually copying a picture that a friend of ours sent to us.  And he bought this bow piece from somebody over the internet, eBay or some place.  And the person that was selling it didn’t know what it was.  And it’s actually an antique bow off an allute itcha.  So I’m trying to copy that just from pictures.  And it’s gonna turn out to be two piece.  ___ ___ this is the longest part – most time I’ve spent on this itcha so far.  So I’m gonna go ahead and get started on this.
Interviewer:
Okay, perfect.

Mac:
I got a book and some pictures I can show you too if you’d like me to, what I’m trying to work off of.  It took a while.  Mark Daniels, who’s been doing this for years, looking at the picture, couldn’t really figure out how it went in there so I researched.  I kept looking over and over, night after night.  I’d wake up dreaming about it.  Oh, I think I’ve figure out how this is supposed to fit on there.  And so I pretty much stick it in here.  This part flops under this ____ ____ right here.  And it rests right on the _____.

Interviewer:
Oh wow!

Mac:
That’s how I saw it in the book.  There’s a picture in, I forget the name of the book, but it’s something that was taken out of the Smithsonian, one of the allute itchas out of the Smithsonian.  And I just keep looking it over, looking it over.  And then I figured it out.  It’s gotta work like this.  And then you get the lower half of the bow put on there.

Interviewer:
Okay, hang on just a second.  Pick that back up for me.  I just wanna get down here.  Okay, go ahead.
Mac:
And the lower part of the bow comes right, attaches on here.  I still need to shape it out.  It hooks up under here.  And it would be latched to the top half.  Okay, I drill through the front part of there and the back part of here, latch it together with some _____, which is – we’re actually using artificial _____.  I’m not sure what it’s made of but it’s pretty tough stuff.  It’s coated and waterproof.  And we don’t use any fasteners, nails or screws on this thing.  So it’s all peg work and lashing that puts these together.  So I’m in the process of actually looking over the unit and trying to get the even gap between the top half and the bottom half.

Interviewer:
Coming around a turn.

Mac:
And this is supposed to be even.  According to the pictures we see.  And then I will shake down the bow with a slight angle.  I’m gonna have to fit it for my keel tying into the bow here and going to the back, to the stern end.  Once I got this all shaped up and lashed together, I’ll work on my keel, and figure out the depth my stern is going to be, the stern piece.  This is the most time consuming part of the whole project so far.
Interviewer:
So Mac, let me just ask you a question.  Why did you decide to build this itcha?

Mac:
You know, when they first started off I was just going to observe like I did in the past, come through and say Hi, whatever.  When it started off, nobody was showing up.  And I wanted it to happen, and so I said well I’ll go over there just to get it started, help Mark Daniels get this itcha building project going that they’re prepping for the journey.  And so I figure I’ll build one.  And I’ve never kayaked before.  


I don’t swim, never have swam anytime I’ve gone in any water, sunk to the bottom.  I’m more of an anchor than a buoy.  So I figure if I do this, I’ll face one of my fears of water, not knowing how to swim.  So I think that will probably help me to get used to the water, a pretty darned good flotation device.  Start getting used to the water.  I’ve fished out in the water many years, commercial fished and stuff, but never learned how to swim.  There’s no swimming pools here or any warm lagoons that I could practice swimming in.  


So I figure that and that, and my wife’s itcha is up there.  Mark Daniels is building her one.  And I’m building mine.  So I figured that was a good excuse to start building mine because my wife’s got one.  She enjoys it.  So I figure if I build one that’ll be even more time I can spend with my wife too.  So it’ll be fun, plus we got kids that we can teach how to use these, and be a more family event.  I also have a 21 foot sea liner that we could use while we teach the kids how to paddle these.

Interviewer:
Do you think – has it passed through your mind at all about connecting with your heritage while you’re doing this?

Mac:
It’s kind of interesting.  I’ve seen a video on people using them and stuff.  And since I started this, I started to pay more attention to the allute history and these itchas.  And so it’s pretty cool, and how the old allute’s actually took care of them because they used it for their hunting, mostly for hunting, traveling, going from the ___ to the ___ ____, back to the ____ before people moved here over 200 years ago.  Hear stories and heard documentaries ___ ____.   [Loud noise in background]

The use of these boats over 200 years ago to get to the ___ ____ ___ ___ ____ and they’d travel by boat I think it’s like 18 hours to get to the ____ chain from St. Paul, so you know they were locking arms side by side while they rested on the sea.  And we don’t always have flat, calm seas out here you know.  We have 20, 30 foot waves.  And they had to know a lot about the weather to use these to come to the _____ islands.  

So it kind of fascinated me.  And so I figured that’s another excuse to build one.  I’ll have one.  It’ll always be a discussion item.  Somebody sees it they’re always gonna want to know more about it.  So it’s gonna encourage me to read more about it, learn more about these boats, these itcha.
Interviewer:
You mentioned to me about a little bit of a dream you had about potentially – you hunt sea lions for consistency like a lot of people –

Mac:
Seal, ___ ____ --

Interviewer:
Being able to go out in your itcha and do that.

Mac:
Yeah, I was talking to Jacob ______.  I think you guys saw him the other night when he was working on his deck beams.  And we both thought it would be kind of nice to get out there and actually hunt seal in these.  I don’t even know the last time anybody’s hunted in these for seals or sea lions out here ___ _____.  I thought it would be pretty cool.

Interviewer:
That’s great.  We got ___ _____.

Mac:
You did.

Interviewer:
We shot one and threw it in the back.

Mac:
___ ____ sea lion?

Interviewer:
Seal.

Mac:
Cool.

Interviewer:
Alright, that’s great.  Are you gonna shape any of it tonight or not?

[Someone speaks softly away from microphone – inaudible]

Mac:
I don’t know if I told it to you in the book.  Mark and Jeff ______, he’s a history, historian [Speaks from far away]  ___ ____ _____ explaining to ______.  And he said, just last week I got this bow piece, after the whole thing – he’d got it for $300, this bow piece.  So I’m trying to duplicate that.  I’m gonna try to curve that up, curve these up, and ____ ____.  And here’s another side view of the back of that.

Interviewer:
Go ahead and pop it out one more time for me Mac and slide it back in.

Mac:
Oh, the bow piece?

Interviewer:
Yeah.

Mac:
Lift up.  This knobby part stick under the forward deck beam.  And this part rests on the port and starboard _____.
Interviewer:
You gotta get all those angles just perfect.

Mac:
Yeah, yeah.  It took a while, especially starting with this piece, getting the proper angle putting there to where it’s gonna be strong enough to support it.  And this piece actually will not be anchored to the bow.  I will not use any fasteners or lashings to attach it to the bow because when I stick this on here, the pull down causes that knobby spot to push up against your forward deck beam.  And so after I lash the lower part of the bow onto there, after I lashed it there, I’m gonna be notching out to where my _____ is gonna tie to it.  And so that’ll be, the _____ will be – this will be notched out and my _____ will come down here for the length of the itcha.  And it will be latched to the ribs of the itcha.  And that’s actually gonna hold the bow in place.  And that _____ is also gonna be attached to the stern.  So this bow piece is not gonna be lashed or fastened in any way, pegged or anything.

Interviewer:
You hope that kids here watching you do this will pick up an interest and decide to do more of this themselves?

Mac:
There has been in the past.  So I figure yeah, like you said the other night the day after school is up, they’ll start coming around here again like they have in the past.  So it’s a good thing to learn.  A lot of them, when I was their age, I wasn’t really into the history of our people and stuff like that.  It took me a while to get interested because I was out in the real world learning a lot of other things that present people do in the world outside ______, what was happening on the island.

Interviewer:
Yeah, okay, great.  Thanks a lot.

[Speaking away from the microphone]


Oh you’re hearing music.  Okay.  Go ahead.  Just hit me with that comment about the kids again.  I asked you, do you hope by doing this, the kids will be more interested in doing this kind of thing?

Mac:
Yeah, I figure that once school is out they’re gonna start coming around, just for something to do, and observe, and watch.  When I was their age, I wasn’t really into this because at that age, you live on this island for junior high, high school students ___ ____ island, there’s so much more to see out there.  For me, I didn’t pay attention to the allute history back when I was their age.  So it took me a while to get interested in this after I got out there seeing the world, and started reading about the allute history and stuff, learning about the past a couple of hundred years ago, a thousand years ago and what they did.  And finally this year, I decided I’m gonna build one and learn more about ‘em.  Actually learned how to paddle, and I’ve never even paddled one of them little rubber kayaks that they sell in the market.  So hopefully I’ll do okay.  If not, I’ll just have a talking piece, like I said earlier, something to talk about allute history.  And my son or somebody else can use this too if I don’t get into it.  Hopefully I’ll get into using this actually.
Interviewer:
Good.

[End of Audio]
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