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But this is good.  After we had our discussion yesterday briefly, I thought about it a little bit and I ran through all the villages in the Aleutians, places I’ve visited, because I directed the Aleutian Pribilof Islands and Aleutian Housing Authority for about ten years.  Yeah and so I had a good opportunity to visit the villages and in doing that, I thought about all the people in all those places.  Of course, a lot of them are gone now.  And on one of the trips – anytime, huh?  
I’m Patrick Pletnikoff.  I was born here on St. George Island, 1948, in July.  I spent all of my young childhood days here and in 1964, our family was moved over to St. Paul Island.  My father being Profinia Pletnikoff, who was originally from Nikolski in the Aleutians, and my mother Udokia Swetzof, born and raised here at St. George.  
After moving to St. Paul, of course, I was at that age where it was necessary to leave the islands for high school so I was fortunate enough and was first sent to Wrangell Institute in Wrangell and that didn’t work out too well.  It was more of a institution than it was a place of higher learning.  
But fortunately, there was a couple of teachers that came to the Pribilofs in the summer program that worked for the National ____ Service on the summer student program and they allowed me to come to Anchorage and live there with them and attend school there when I was in the ninth grade.  And, of course, in ’64, that’s when the earthquake hit so they lost a couple of homes and lost a lot of property and they couldn’t afford to keep me.  
But it was prior to the time when the State of Alaska and the Bureau of Indian Affairs created the student programs that paid people to keep students from out of town out of Anchorage and they have two children of their own so they had their hands full at any rate.  
So I went on to Shelton Jackson High School and at that time in ’64 through ’67, it was still a high school and got my high school diploma from Sheldon Jackson and after graduating in 1967, I went off to the University of Colorado for a couple of years and then transferred to the University of Washington for my last two years in college.  
But that was during the time, too, when there was a lot of activity out here on St. Paul and St. George and some of the Aleutian communities so Senator Stevens used to stop and pick me up in Seattle and take me on to Anchorage with him and then we’d go off and visit Shemya, Attu, Adak, Amchitka and visit all the sites out in the Aleutians where there’s a lot of military activities plus, at the time, they were doing some testing of the atomic weapons at Amchitka.  
So I was fortunate to be able to travel with Senator Stevens and some military personnel and find out what was really taking place out at – in these far-flung places and what the military was doing and what the military is still doing out in the Aleutians in some places.  Then during that particular – in 1968, 1969, during one of those trips with Senator Stevens, we came to St. Paul and St. George and, of course, St. George never had a landing strip in those days.  
All the mail, of course, was dropped out of airplanes in mailbags and that’s how we got our mail except for the visits of the government vessel that came by five times a year.  So we were at St. Paul and we happened to be there just prior to the Russian Orthodox Christmas, which is celebrated on January 7th and the senator and his staff were housed in what was known then as the Government House at St. Paul and one evening, the senator wanted to meet with the Tribal Council and so the Tribal Council was invited to the Government House and we held a meeting there with him and it was the first time that many of those people had an opportunity to see inside of that building and a lot of the folks are really elderly folks that always passed on the outside but were never allowed to come in.  
So anyway, this kinda struck the senator as something kinda novel.  So the Tribal Council was nice enough to provide about 20 cases of beer and then the whole town was invited.  Everybody came up to the Government House to have a beer and that was a site to behold and kind of interesting.  I mean maybe for a sociologist that might be an interesting study but with all those people living at St. Paul for all of their lives, they never saw inside that building and they weren’t allowed to go in there.  So it was pretty interesting and an interesting observation.  
But that evening, being Russian Christmas, I still had family here.  I still had aunts and my grandfather was still alive here and my cousins were here.  So I got on the radio and I called St. George and a gentleman by the name of Ben Merculief was taking care of things here, like a – just a caretaker for when the government agent wasn’t here at St. George and I talked to him on the radio a little bit and he told me about this road out here in front of the village right off – just on the west end of the village here, just right outside of it, that the guys decided that they were going out there one day and they started dumping dirt and they start bulldozing it and pretty soon, they had that road wide enough and long enough that they thought they could have landed and airplane.  
So I asked the senator about that.  We were flying in a Navy – what is known as an albatross.  It’s like a goose twin engine seaplane.  And the senator says, “Well, you talk to the pilot, Pat, and if the pilot says okay, you’ve got my permission.  Go and see if you can’t make a landing at St. George,” because he didn’t want to have to be recognized posthumously.  That was his comments.  
So I talked to the pilot and the pilot got on the radio with Ben here at St. George and they made the decision – we made the decision – that we’re gonna come on over and we brought the doctor with us because there was a few people that were ill at the time and needed to see a doctor and we brought all the mail, Christmas mail, for the celebration of Christmas.  And just prior to leaving, the senator came out to the airport and climbed on the airplane and said in nice language that he wasn’t gonna miss an opportunity here.  
So anyway, we came in and made the first aircraft landing on St. George and quite obviously a very big day for the people here and I tell that simply because that was 1968, ’69 and just shortly after what many people here will tell you the slavery of the people of the Pribilofs ended and there’s been a lot of significant changes for folks out here at St. George in a short period of time.  And, of course, along with that came the Native Claim Settlement Act and the creation of corporations, the creation of boards of directors, all of these new institutions that people didn’t have a lot of knowledge or experience working with.  
So again, it was somewhat – I don’t like to use the term because it’s not really – dropped on the people and they had to learn how to function without any formal training in dealing with western style corporations or western style corporate affairs.  And nobody knew what did a board have to do.  Well, you had a board.  You got seven people that were elected and you gave them all this money and said, “Do what boards do.”  
So a lot of money was spent in trying to get people trained, get people here to St. George.  Certainly St. Paul and most of the native communities probably have done so and trained people to be board members.  What’s a function of a board member.  But that’s getting a little bit ahead of myself there but it was something that just came to mind.  
As I indicated, I grew up here and as a child, of course, everything was fun for me.  This was all I knew and all of my experiences were here.  I never had the opportunity to leave the island or there was no reason for me to leave the island.  But my folks, of course, were part of the evacuation of St. George during World War II, you know, in 1941 – I think 1941 – and they returned them back in ’44 or ’45.  And so every once in a while, they’d talk about that experience and it was a very difficult experience for them but we knew somewhat what was bothering them at certain times and so it created an unhealthy – sometimes and unhealthy mental attitude about people.  
But St. George was a fun place to grow up.  Every summer, I’d go out with my father in the morning to kill seals.  He used to get up around 3:00 in the morning and they’re out in the field by 4:00 and herding up the seals off the beaches and my job was to collect seal penises because the Chinese or somebody was buying them and I remember getting six cents a piece for them and that summer, I earned $48.00 but I gave the money to my mother and she gave me $5.00 and that was it.  So talk about learning capitalism the hard way.  
Anyway – and of course, there was a lot of children here.  There was a lot of people here that lived at St. George at the time.  There was about 250 almost people that lived here during the 50s and early 60s prior to the movement of some families off of St. George.  We had – probably 1960, ’61, ’62, we probably had 65, 70 kids in the school here and that was huge.  Had a lot of young people here.  
But since those times and because of some policies, things began to change pretty dramatically for St. George; the population for one.  It has gone down pretty significantly.  Sometimes I think that there’s a generation missing, a generation of young people or people that should have filled in in certain age groups that are not here at St. George in today’s demographics.  So some things have not worked as well as they probably should have for us.  
But as a young man, especially after moving over to St. Paul with my parents – there were seven of us in our family; there were seven kids – I began to become friends with some of the elders of St. Paul, the older people, and I had the opportunity to sit and talk with them in their homes and visit with them to learn.  I was doing fairly well in school.  Educationally, I did well.  
Between the islands, rivalries.  Certainly.  I think there is a little bit, I think, cultural rivalry.  I think St. Paul and St. George has always evolved into their own little cultures.  It may be that there’s – and I think there’s obviously a difference in people stature wise.  I mean physically.  The people here from St. George are just a little bit bigger than most people at St. Paul.  I mean that was prior to 1960s.  I mean it was noticeable.  Probably it’s because most of the blood – a lot of the blood here at St. George is tainted with Russian and St. Paul wasn’t.  It was more of a pure Aleut community than St. George.  So there was that kind of a rivalry.  
But educationally, I mean we did pretty well from St. George.  I don’t know why in 1963, ’64 when the government moved the families, why they moved certain families.  They were really wanting to expand the infrastructure and expand some opportunities at St. Paul that they could not do here at St. George.  But the people they took were really talented people.  You know, Father Michael Lestenkof, who was a priest here for a while and, of course, was a priest at St. Paul for many years, quite a talented man.  
My dad was a wonderful carpenter and self taught and understood the process of building and Bill Shane was another – was a wonderful electrician that had a lot of talent and a few other people.  So when the folks were at St. Paul, I mean it took a while for everybody to get comfortable.  We were always reminded that we were St. George ____.  In the Aleut language, just telling us we’re from St. George but it was used more of a slang.  It wasn’t a welcoming – they still do that.  

Yeah, they just moved them because that was the – the idea was to just move the families off.  It was forced and, of course – oh.  No.  Well, in 1960, there is a plan afoot by the Bureau of Commercial Fisheries at the time, I believe, and it was prior to the National ____ Service being created by Congress and the Pribilof Island programs put in place there.  
But prior to that, there was a plat afoot to move everybody off of St. George Island to St. Paul Island.  And the reason for that was because while they were harvesting 40,000 animals – fur seals – at St. Paul, the harvest levels here at St. George dropped.  I mean they were always between 8, 10, 12,000, in that amount, and not too much over on that with regards to St. George.  So the government thought consolidating St. George with St. Paul would save a lot of money and then the people would then just come back here in the summer, the work crews, to harvest seals and once done then would go back to their homes at St. Paul and that was a forced plan.
But when the people here really began to learn – the people living at St. George began to learn – that was what the government planned, some of them began to write letters and some of those letters reached the new State of Alaska government, particularly Governor Bill Egan.  And some of those letters – a gentleman who really became a friend and really helped the Pribilof people significantly get their story out was Howard Rock and Howard Rock, of course, is from Point Hope but he was editor of the Tundra Times and the Tundra Times then was a newspaper that got out to all the native community and to other peoples in Alaska but primarily for the native community.  
And Howard became a very good friend and wrote this story about the people being forced to move from St. George to St. Paul and then he wrote a lot about the slavery of the Pribilof Islands to harvest fur seals.  And I remember even then when I was a young man, I’d write a couple of letters and Howard, I think, might have gotten a kick out of them so he’d publish them and later in life – 
– when the Tundra Times began to do its story, Governor Bill Egan became very interested so he appointed a task force with Willard Bowman being the head of that particular task force because Willard was the director of the Human Rights Commission in Alaska and Bob Bartlett was the U.S. senator from Alaska who came along and assisted in that review of policies here on the Pribilofs and, of course, out of that came the Fur Seal Act of 1964 which ended the slavery but also recognized the service of the Aleuts in harvesting fur seals to the government.  
I mean I’m sure some of the older folks in the community have told you about conditions in the past and working in a fur seal harvest and the conditions that the people here were forced to live under – no travel; you can’t leave without the government’s permission.  Nobody was allowed to the island, of course, without the government’s permission and I guess the secretary of the treasury that – no, that wasn’t – it was secretary of the interior – had full authority of what occurred here on the Pribilofs because it was a special reservation and they managed it that way.  
But I’d just stop here for a moment and regress a little bit because as you get a little bit older, you start learning a few things and after I finished my – got my degree at the University of Washington, I came to work here back – came back obviously to Alaska and I first worked with the Department of Interior, Office of the Secretary in human rights issues and then fortunately, I was – then I went out and did some work.  I worked there for five years and it just wasn’t something that was gonna work for me too well.  I just wasn’t the sit at the desk type of individual.  
So there were some people building a fish processing plant out at Adak, a Japanese company along with some Americans, to process crab primarily because king crab harvested in the western Aleutians was very, very good.  So there was a plant being built at Adak and I went out to Adak for a couple of years and then, like a lot of places, the crab stocks went somewhere and they just went south and so that plant didn’t make it off the ground and we had to shut it down.  
So I went to work then on the pipeline, for the Trans-Alaska Pipeline, for a little while, a couple of years, and met my wife there.  She was working up there with one of the companies and, of course, got married and had a child.  And then I left work on the pipeline because I was gone all the time and took a job with the Alaska State Troopers and did trooper work for six years.  

I think the – what’s this leading to?  Discussing a little bit of the what kind of jobs I did have led me to obviously gain a lot broader experience of what it was that went on there.  When I left the state troopers, I was asked to take up the directorship of the Aleutian Pribilof Islands Association which is a precursor – I mean it came after the Aleut League and shortly after the claim – the Alaska Native Claim Settlement Act – was approved.  
So there was an Aleut League that represented the Pribilofs in the Aleutian communities and the people changed the name to the Aleutian Pribilof Islands Association and created a 501(c)(3) corporation, a nonprofit corporation, and when I was asked, I accepted because I had a very – and I still do today – have a very strong personal feeling about who I am as an Aleut person and I’ve seen the history.  I’ve lived a lot of it and talked to a lot of the people that lived it even more than I in the conditions in all the Aleutian communities and certainly in the Pribilofs and, like I said, I began to become friends with a lot of the older folks at St. Paul and I visited them and drank coffee and lots of tea with them.  
So when I took that job as the executive director for the Aleutian Pribilof Islands Association, it gave me the opportunity to work region wide and just begin to address issues region wide.  So men like Gabriel Stepton at St. Paul, who was quite a talented man and a very knowledgeable man and well respected in the community, would tell me about what was going on in Funter Bay during the war, what happened when they began to visit with the Tlingit and Haida people in Juneau and the Alaska Native Brotherhood, what freedom meant, what freedom of travel meant, because that wasn’t something until the evacuations of the Pribilofs the people here were allowed to do.  
When a man or a woman decided to leave the island to visit family on the Aleutians, usually the government agent would give the house away.  And then in just saying that, let me go back a little bit.  My father, as I told you, was a very talented carpenter.  He built – there was no housing available for his family and the government didn’t make a house available for my dad.  So there was an old Coast Guard abandoned station up here at St. George.  So he went up there and salvaged all the timber and built a house, a little two-bedroom house back here, and I think my grandfather probably helped him but that was about it.  
I mean my father was from Nikolski so in the Aleut term locally, he was a ____, a man from some other place, or you’ve heard the term “temporary man.”  I mean I won’t ever understand it but that’s the slang of the island is “temporary man.”  What the hell’s so temporary about him, you know?  So anyway.  But he built a house and when one of the government houses became available, they moved my father into one of them nicer homes, right?  But immediately afterwards, they tore the other one down that ____.  I don’t know.  I mean I liked that old house.  It was pretty nice and it’s just one of those things.  
But anyway, old Gabe Stepton and Alexander Melevidof and Iliodor Merculief and Iliodor Kozlov, they sure taught me a lot and then I began to understand what it is they were trying to accomplish.  They wanted to be able to – as a community through their tribal governments – to control their own destiny and they did for some time.  When the government agent was gone, the community councils took care of all the business, took care of all the problems, addressed all the issues in the community and when there was major issues, they’d have a whole community meeting and discuss it and let the people vote on issues.  
If it was a personal issue, the council addressed that as well and they’d meld out sanctions.  And the church, of course, the Orthodox Church was and still is a heavy influence and it was a moral force that guided the community because the elders of the community would come down here to Father ____ home and sit and talk with him about what should be done with that individual and I think he provided some direction.  
So anyway, the community could have but when – after statehood, of course, then the State of Alaska took over most all those functions and we still see that a lot of that doesn’t work too well in native communities and we’re beginning to see in western Alaska what people term “sovereignty movement” but it’s a movement of self determination, create their own tribal courts and those tribal courts have more authority than the state as far as being able to change the mind set of the individual who committed some kind of minor crime.  
I mean they’re not gonna be able to handle felony type cases but all misdemeanors, they can take care of and the State of Alaska is beginning to recognize the value of those tribal courts and what sanctions the community might impose upon its own membership and change lifestyles or change habits a lot more effectively than if you remove the person out of the community and take them to court in Anchorage and then put them in jail in Anchorage for six months and then send them home.  Well, the person never feels the condemnation of the community so here we go again.  Let’s try this one again.  It doesn’t carry the same moral weight, in other words, and it hasn’t out here as well.  
But after learning a few things about the evacuation during the Second World War, I did talk to my father about that and, of course, my father never wanted to explain too much and it was because in the Aleut culture, fathers don’t really discuss family issues, personal family issues, and it’s just something that might change a son’s relationship with his father.  I mean and so it’s better that you receive this kind of information or the skeleton in the closet information from an uncle because a son has a different kind of relationship with his uncle than he would with his father.  
So that’s just part of the nuance of the culture.  I asked him about my grandfather because I didn’t know my grandfather on my father’s side and he told me a little bit and the people from Nikolski were interned at Ward’s Cove.  Well, apparently, my grandfather got ill and had pneumonia and he went to get some help, medical attention, and they wouldn’t provide it to him.  So he made his way and a couple of days later, they found him dead under the bridge in Ketchikan ’cause he couldn’t get medical attention and, of course, that struck a raw nerve with me.  
Then I really wanted to know what went on, what happened during the evacuation of the Aleuts from the Pribilofs and the Aleutians and the internment of the Aleuts in those abandoned fish camps and goldmines or whatever in southeast Alaska.  I hired a gentleman from St. George who had retired from a Bureau of Indian Affairs job at _____ to start collecting all of that data and I became friends with a former U.S. senator of Kentucky, who was also the former governor of Kentucky, Marlo Cook, and Marlo, I met through a gentleman that retired out of the Army as a lieutenant general who became a good friend to me and really began to explain how Washington functions.  
If you’re gonna do anything in Washington, D.C. to assist your people, you need to learn certain things.  Well, learning one of them was to meet Marlo Cook and, of course, he spent a good time in the United States Senate and was very successful at what he did.  But he agreed to take on our issue for us and help us try to resolve that.  So we began gathering up all the documents and we got some documents that were declassified from the Defense Department and why they were still classified was unknown to me or anybody else, so old.  
But the primary reason was when President Roosevelt issued the executive order to remove the people, in one of his briefings or the authorization or the reason he issued that executive order was because Aleuts resembled Japanese in appearance.  So therefore, the Japanese will probably get sympathy from the Aleuts and the Aleuts might help them in the campaign in the Aleutians.  I mean it’s amazing.  I mean now when you’re Monday morning quarterbacking, you can look at it and say that’s – boy, let me tell you, you know.  The day that will live in infamy, that’s one of those that he should have thought about when he was addressing Congress asking for declaration of war.  
But that was the absolute turning point for the destruction of – let me call it that because that’s what it is – the destruction of the culture.  It began to change very significantly when the people returned.  Things were not the same.  The people were not the same.  The church was not the same.  Too many people were changed.  So there was a slow but a very observable change in the Aleut culture.  The communities no longer had the moral authority they once had.  The chiefs didn’t have the moral authority they once had.  
The government was there.  The government imposed certain restrictions on what people can do and it changed significantly.  Because if you go back and read what Father Veniaminov, now St. Innocent, wrote about the history, culture and anthropology of the Aleuts in the Aleutians – and I read that document – there was a lot of things in there that he did write about that was very poignant with regard to how the culture of Aleuts functioned.  He did say that the Aleuts were lazy people but Veniaminov didn’t quite understand the Aleuts were probably a little bit smarter than he thought.  
I mean he liked us for our ability to stand for long hours in the Orthodox Church services and that we were attentive and we respected him.  But he didn’t understand, I thought, when I was reading that point about Aleuts being lazy.  Aleuts only did what they had to do.  I mean isn’t that pretty smart?  I mean why go out there and kill a million salmon if you don’t need a million salmon today?  What useful purpose does that serve?  And if you don’t have refrigerators, what are you gonna do with all this fish?  
So his comments were that there was a lot of reindeer out there.  So we probably got to go out and kill a lot of them and store them for a time when – and, of course, we didn’t have a lot of salt to preserve that stuff either.  But his information was awfully good and when you go back to that time and look at some of the things that he wrote about and his visits at St. George and his visits at St. Paul, he was pretty impressed with what the people were able to start to do for themselves at St. Paul but, of course, he’s coming from the Russian perspective and so we were the noble savage and he was still kinda new looking at the noble savage evolve from kayaks and caves or mud huts and start living in wooden structures.  This, I think, was grand to him.  He was a very brilliant man.  
But anyway, World War II really impacted this community and other Aleut communities and so it struck – when my father told me about his father and how he died, it struck a very raw nerve with me so that was a campaign and I lobbied Congress a lot.  I mean I was traveling on the airplane and living in Washington, D.C. a lot, wanting to get this thing through.  We looked at different ways of approaching it, whether or not we wanted to litigate it through the courts.  

But the last time we litigated something through the courts, it took 28 years to get it out of the courts, too, and settle it and that was a lawsuit filed in 1951 that’s entitled The Aleut Community of St. Paul v. United States Government, and a lot of it had to do with what’s known as the Fair and Honorable Dealings Act of the government and that had to do with the amount of seals that were killed, how much effort was put on here by local Aleuts to harvest those fur seals because the fur seal was a treasure trove of the United States government and the State of Alaska in its early years and it provided a lot more capital than anything else the government had ever had.  
And so the government knew they had a good thing.  The Aleuts were here.  They were brought here by the Russians by, hey, let’s not change anything.  Where are we gonna get cheap labor and guys that can go out there and really know how to club seals and skin them and blubber them and send us the skins?  So they just kept the practices going.  And it’s the story of my life, particularly here at St. George.  But there’s others because you have to have lived it to see the human element and that human side of all of its transition.  
Why has St. George evolved to what it is today?  Why has the population diminished so much?  Why has there been so many ill and young people with illnesses that we didn’t see before?  What’s occurring out here?  Part of it certainly is our environment.  Part of it has to do with issues over which we have no control, notwithstanding the Native Claim Settlement Act and some money that came in from that.  The needs here are pretty significant, especially in today’s costs.  So people can’t live here.  People can’t maintain their health after a certain age here and, again, in just the short three years I’ve been back, there’s a lot of young people that have died and there’s a lot of my friends that are pretty ill today that they’ll end their lives a lot sooner than it should.  So what has happened?  
Well, to appreciate it, I think you need to go back and you need to go back and look at what the Treaty of Cessions was all about when Alaska was sold to the United States.  I visited Kamchatka a few times when it opened in 1990 and the Russians never believed and they still do not believe it today – Alaska was never sold.  
It was leased to the United States government for a period of 100 years.  The initial lease payment was $7.2 million.  It wasn’t a purchase price.  And at the end of 100 years, in 1967, the United States government would receive from Russia 100 times that or $720 million in gold deposits for the United States government and Alaska would be returned back to Russia.  
All of this is nice suspense stuff and one day I was visiting a friend and I picked up a book and it was all about the Secret Service in Great Britain working with the CIA, working with the KGB, because a document supposedly exists that could prove that, that Alaska was never sold and how that began, it was – after the Second World War, the war trials, tribunals, and they kept them at the – I can’t remember the – Nuremberg, right.  They kept all the Nazi officers there.  
Anyway, one of them committed suicide.  I think it was the number two man to Hitler but he wrote about that and he gave some of that information to a Secret Service – not Secret Service but an officer of the British Army and I guess they switched around every year on who would guard the prisoners, at least the powers, the four powers, or whatever it was.  The Russians would have it one year and the Brits would have it one year and the United States would have it a year and I think Germany had it for one year or something.  France, yeah.  
So anyway, Alaska was never sold.  But unfortunately, or fortunately, the CIA found it and then destroyed the document and so it was one of the original signed treaties in the Treaty of Cessions.  But the interesting thing about that was that in 1951 when we talked about the Fair and Honorable Dealings Act, that case had another part to it.  That case litigated ownership of the islands, ownership primarily of St. George and St. Paul.  In 1978, when that case was settled, the U.S. Court of Claims – because it was tried by the U.S. Court of Claims – and the U.S. Court of Claims is a strange beast.  
I mean I don’t know if you understand how it works but initially, it only takes cases that are referred to it by Congress and the decisions that they render and not appealable to the Supreme Court, so it’s a strange beast.  Anyway, our case was tried before them and one of the issues was ownership fee simple to St. Paul and St. George and title to everything that landed on these islands and water rights, ocean rights, because we utilized the oceans, Aleuts did, to harvest fish.  And the Treaty of Cessions talks about that.  It said “yes.”  
Before the treaty was signed, there was a gentleman in Russia that represented the czarist government, kind of their super real estate guy, and he says – and his name was Koslitzev – and I’d like to go back and find a little bit of something about his family and see if I can’t find something a little bit more here.  Koslitzev says, “Yes, the Russian government always recognized that the Aleut population here owned these islands.”  They never did anything to interfere with it.  
However, the czarist government, because it cared so much about people – the czarist government, when they granted leases to the Russian American Company primarily – initially – and then it became something else a little bit later, but they required the Aleut people – men between the ages of 18 and 50 – to provide service or work for the company for a period of two years.  
So the U.S. Court of Claims reasoned that because the Aleuts were drafted into service, so to speak, they didn’t enjoy quiet title and quiet title is a white man’s term.  If you’re gonna own property, you need quiet title because if you don’t enjoy quiet title then I guess there might have been a war.  Well, there was never a war, somebody to come in and just take your property and gain ownership that way.  
So that’s an issue because when they said that because we had to serve for a period of two years, it kinda reminds me of how about all the guys that were drafted in the military in the United States.  I mean shouldn’t we look at them and say, “You have no rights to any title ownership or land ownership or property ownership because you had to serve in your military?”  I mean it was really off the wall kind of decision and I’m kinda hoping that we can find some way to take a look at that again and I keep my eyes open and do a lot of searches on the Internet nowadays to see if I can’t come up with something because that was a very poor decision.  
The Aleuts occupied the Aleutians, as Dr. Bill Laughlin wrote, for 9,000 years continuously, longer than any other people in the world occupying the same place and he talks in his book, Aleuts: Survivors of the Bering Land Bridge, about how the Aleut domain has been always impacted by foreign sources and foreign powers in its resources.  First they took the sea otters and decimated those.  Then they came up and decimated the fur seal herds for the most part.  Now they’ve decimated our environment and they have decimated our fish.  
Well, we have different forms in attempting to address some of those issues or look at them.  What’s fair?  Because when I mentioned earlier that St. George has ____ significantly, what’s fair?  What has caused the demise of the Aleuts?  You’ll see when you visit Nikolski, for instance, how fast that population has gone down and how there seems to be a big age gap and a disconnect somewhere, like a whole generation or two is missing.  Where did they go?  
Atka is a little bit better and it’s the stronghold of Aleut today because the kids can still speak the language and they’re families teach them and they learn it at home.  And, of course, for us here on St. George and St. Paul, that was a much different thing.  Our folks didn’t speak it; only when it was necessary.  And like myself, I had to learn the Aleut just for self-preservation.  I needed to know I was gonna get my butt whipped before I walked in the door.  So when my parents were speaking Aleut to each other, I knew they were talking about me.  It couldn’t be good.  
But those issues, we’ve try to look at in different forums and, for instance, in the last couple of years, they’ve had what is known as the Pribilof Island Collaborative.  It’s made up of different State of Alaska government agencies, federal government agencies, primarily in resources and different conservation groups – World Wildlife Fund, Greenpeace and some of the others, and, of course, the communities of St. Paul and St. George.  
And everybody recognizes that there’s something wrong with our environment out here.  There’s something wrong with fish.  There’s something wrong with seals because the population is dropping off at, some say, 24 or 25 percent a year.  And there’s something wrong with the repopulation or the population of certain seabird species.  Some are not repopulating.  So what’s happening to all of this?  What’s happening to all of these animals?  What’s happening to the Aleuts?  I mean is there a connection there?  I think so.  I think so.  
I don’t want to get off on this too much but I think that we’re probably better conservationists than most conservationists are.  I mean we’ve always had since times of just our early childhood, our parents always told us what we need to do in respect to the fur seals, how it is that we need to be mindful that the rookeries are very important and not to allow for garbage or dirt or anything that’s foreign to sit out there and to clean them and we cared for them because that was our livelihood.  I mean we ate them and that provided sustenance for us.  
Yeah, well, we’re always mindful of that and we’ve been taught since early childhood to be very careful about how we deal with our environment ’cause we eat the birds; we eat the seals.  And prior to the grocery store and stuff going on out here, that’s all we had.  And I think probably some other folks might have told you this but we receive supplies five times a year here.  
And after all the fresh fruit came in, of course, as children, we looked forward to it, you know, the bananas and the peaches and the pears and grapes, right?  But usually, it was after everybody else got there stuff, meaning the white people that lived here, got what they needed then the rest of the stuff was left for the Aleuts and so there are not that many left so it’s a big battle just to get some of that and – interesting.  
But we’re careful and we want to make sure and make certain that the fur seals and the seabirds receive the proper attention.  I don’t know how we do that.  The Pribilof Island Collaborative hasn’t worked out like we thought it might because they’re supposed to, once they’re complete – there’s one more meeting and the collaborative process will be finished or at least be done with its work.  But that last meeting will be held here at St. George in September of this year and its primary focus is on economics and environment.  We have our suspicions on how a lot of this – and a lot of the fishing effort – has impacted us really negatively but nobody has paid attention to us.  We don’t have Ph.D.s after our names, at least none of us yet.  We’ll get there.  
So nobody gives us the kind of recognition for traditional knowledge.  But they send people up here that don’t have any kind of knowledge and they make them experts overnight.  But St. George and St. Paul, through our village corporations, through our tribal governments, our fishermen’s associations, we’ve tried a lot of things to make things work here.  It brings me back now to 1964.  
When the United States government freed the Aleuts from slavery, they allowed for fur sealing to continue for a while.  During that time, there was a tremendous onslaught on the part of the conservation groups in the United States to shut that down.  I attended a couple of the International Commission hearings on fur seals with Russia, Japan and the United States as a delegate on the United States side and had meetings at – the two I attended were in Washington and in Tokyo – they always met in a different capital – and discussed fur seal issues and, of course, the impact of those issues on the Aleut population.  
The people of the United States were successful through their campaigns in getting the United States Senate not to ratify the International Convention on Fur Seals in 1982/83.  And so 1983, all fur sealing – commercial fur sealing – ceased on the Pribilof Islands.  Now what obligations the United States government has; let’s go back to the Treaty of Cessions.  Let’s go and look at that because it was the beginning point.  
When the Russian governments leased the islands to the Russian American Company, there as a Fur Seal Act that talked about what needed to happen out here of sorts.  It wasn’t called that until the one in 1911, but of sorts.  The czarist government was very careful to point out that the needs of the people were to be looked after by his companies.  You just could not come out here and mistreat and mishandle and do whatever you wanted to do, that you will respect that society and protect that society.  
That obligation transferred then in 1911 with the Fur Seal Act of 1911.  A lot of those provisions transferred and you see codified in the United States law where there’s discussion about the reservation of the Pribilof Island created as a special reservation, that certain waters around these islands will be protected so that there’s no pelagic sealing coming in here or there’s no big fishing interest coming in here that might harm the fur seals.  
In the Komandorski Islands, those things still are in practice today.  I mean the Russian government is not gonna let anybody come into those islands – I think it’s within 75 miles of those islands – and harvest fish or anything for fear of what might happen to the fur seals and they’re pretty strict about that.  I’ve talked to some of my Russian Aleut friends from the Komandorskis when I met them over in Petropavlovsk and they’re telling me that the Russian boats that are out there will fire upon a vessel and not to worry about it or think about it too much.  After a couple of times, people get the message that, hey, we don’t want to be going in there.  
But anyway, that was the objective and then I guess there was another Fur Seal Act in 1944 and 1945 and that might have taken a look at some of those issues but in each case, the government of the United States recognized that it had to address the issue of fur seals and address the issue of other wildlife, I think, or other life on the Pribilofs.  Usually, it just said other wildlife and we always had kind of fun with that one, you know, fur seals and other wildlife.  I always enjoyed that one.  
So anyhow, they certainly discussed the responsibilities that they had to the people out here and the issues in 1983 with the amendments to the Fur Seal Act was very specific.  You’re not gonna kill seals anymore but you will become fishermen.  You ought to read the congressional language and look at that.  Look at congressional history.  They looked at it.  They understood it.  
I mean Senator Breaux – he was a congressman then from Louisiana – but Senator Breaux as a congressman looked at that issue a little bit and was always quite supportive of Alaskan issues with our delegation and he talked about the strategic location of the Pribilofs, that within 200 miles of the Pribilof Islands, 75 percent of the Bering Sea fish is located within that range – harvestable, commercial.  Well, what are we gonna do?  
Well, the government did spend significant amounts of money.  Our Senator Stevens will tell us that.  His staff will tell us that.  We spent per capita a lot more money on you Aleuts and the Pribilofs than any other people in Alaska.  And once in a while, I think he gets frustrated and he’ll let us know in no uncertain terms “Quit your sniveling.  Why don’t you get off your ass and do something for yourselves?”  But anyway, he’ll remind us how much millions the government put out here.  
But a few years ago when Walter Hickel was governor of Alaska, he made a comment to us at St. Paul Island and we always thought maybe they did spend this money to help us transition our economy but Mr. Hickel made that clear to us at St. Paul.  These harbors and airports weren’t built for you Aleuts.  They were built for somebody else.  And that’s probably true because we’ve seen what’s occurred.  
When Gabe Stepton and the gentleman I mentioned before – for the longest time at St. Paul, they would not allow us to pursue the building of that harbor, the young people, because they had experienced what occurred at Unalaska Dutch Harbor with the Aleut population there and when that place turned into a big fishing port, the treatment of the Aleut population there was not good and they didn’t want to see the same thing happen to the people on St. Paul – the disrespect, the problems of people, the problems of additional alcohol usage or a lot more usage, the problems of drugs brought in by the fishermen and they’d bring in a lot.  It’s had a very negative impact.  
So for the longest time, the elders at St. Paul wouldn’t let us do it and things – after the 1983 shut down of fur sealing – things became a little bit dicey.  What are you gonna do?  What are you gonna do?  You’re not gonna kill seals anymore.  We got to go and do the obvious – catch and process fish.  And that’s where we’re at today.  None of it’s happened.  The government doesn’t recognize – does not want to recognize – primarily through the Department of Commerce – does not want to recognize its trust obligations to the people here in the Pribilofs.  
It has an obligation to protect the interests of the people of the Pribilofs.  It has not done that and significant in all of this is when it created the Magnusson-Stevenson Act in 1972, I think, there’s a section in the Magnusson-Stevenson Act that talks about applicable law.  The Fur Seal Act is not recognized as applicable law because if it was applicable law then they would have to consider the requirements of the people here to fish quotas.  Then they’d have to consider the needs of the wildlife and, of course, that’s gonna upset a lot of people that want to go out and harvest all that fish and make all that money.  
It’s one of those things the government didn’t do with us.  They didn’t recognize – we didn’t have $35 million sitting in the bank so we could all build a nice little catcher/processor or trawler for ourselves.  They never provided us with any fish even though it did create the CDQ programs.  But that came on the back of the Pribilof Islands because back before the CDQ programs were created in 1991, the village corporation at St. Paul, we talked about this.  We petitioned the secretary of commerce and I think Ron Brown might have been around at the time; I’m not sure.  
But we petitioned the secretary of commerce under the rulemaking authority or as the rulemaking authority – the Administrative Procedures Act of the Department of Commerce to issue a ruling after study, obviously, that the people here at St. Paul and St. George were entitled to directed fish quotas.  How much?  We don’t know.  When the government asked, we said probably 15 percent of whatever is allowed to be harvested in the Bering Sea should come to the Pribilof communities.  That would allow us to sustain our communities and at least allow for a moderate standard of living.  
And we wrangled over that and wrangled over that and the attorneys for NOAA in Washington and Jay Johnstone and, of course, Anthony Calio, who was the administrator for NOAA at the time, says, “Well, you know, you might not want to finish up or go through and finalize that process because the CDQ program as we’re discussing it today” – and it’s prior to implementation – “The CDQ program was really created for you, for the Pribilof Islands.”  I mean if not for the Aleuts or the Pribilofs, who?  Well, so, it’s ____.  
We trusted them and we said, “Okay.  Maybe these guys are honest, huh?”  So we withdrew that petition request.  Lo and behold, the CDQ programs became law and when that happened, we just saw how much that program was created for the Aleuts and the Pribilofs.  St. Paul got five percent of the resource allocations; never enough.  St. George, because of its association with the Aleutian Pribilof Islands Development Association, or APICDA, its entitlement hasn’t received hardly anything.  APICDA put in maybe $2 million into St. George.  A million and a half, I guess, went to land transaction out at the harbor and a couple into the small boats that we have here today but not enough to sustain the community.  
So because the government didn’t want to look at that issue of providing fish resources that are bankable – quotas are bankable – they created individual fishing quotas that people own.  Where else in this world; I mean are you gonna own public resources?  They own halibut.  They own black cod.  They own a certain percentages or shares of through the IFQs.  A lot of that doesn’t come to us.  There’s a few people here that have IFQs in halibut.  That’s it.  And the only thing that’s left in the Bering Sea that hasn’t been individually fishing quotaed is the Pacific cod and that’ll happen pretty soon and we’ll probably not see a lot of it here either.  
So we’re trying to deal with that and to start addressing our own issues and concerns a little bit better but it’s still gonna need some form of government assistance.  We’ve got plans in place now to maybe put in a research facility here at St. George.  We’re certainly gonna put in a small processing facility and, hopefully, we can build that and process enough fish to make a difference here in the community.

But anything we do is gonna be long term and, by that time, a lot more will have changed.  By that time, there’ll be a lot more people who have died, especially young people, because of illnesses.  And by that time, there’ll be a lot of changes in the Bering Sea and, for some reason or another, we can’t find the will to take a look at those issues honestly as a government of the United States and as a government of the State of Alaska.  We give a lot to people that don’t need it.  We give a lot to multinational corporations.  
We give them our resources at the expense of people that are dependent on those resources.  More so, the people here at St. Paul and St. George.  And, yeah, it’s a damn shame.  It’s a damn shame.  Excuse me.  It was a damn shame what occurred during the Second World War and it’s a damn shame what has occurred out here, too.  So when you think about it and you look at it a little bit, you can’t help sometimes but get angry.  But when you do that, you find all your detractors in government or detractors in private industry creating all kinds of hate and discontent in your communities.  
They do that with people amongst ourselves that don’t have the kind of knowledge unfortunately to understand or see what’s going on.  I mean they’ll ply them with alcohol.  They’ll ply them with drugs.  They’ll ply them with whatever else and so their response are not necessarily good for the community as it is for a temporary fix.  And so one of the good things that should have happened and a lot of good things that should have occurred didn’t.  

And so I guess part of this particular project is to take a look at the last of the Mohicans because conditions in the other communities are not that much different from what it is at St. George.  You’re competing against elements that we’re not capable of competing.  We don’t have the financial resources and we certainly don’t have allocation or access to that resource in order to protect ourselves.  You know how the society works and it comes with that old saying “Everybody’s tired,” but it seems to be true in this country, that money talks and bullshit walks and we’re constantly reminded of that out here because sometimes the politics hasn’t exactly worked too well and we need to change that and now we need to protect our seals, too.  Because if we don’t do that, we are gone.  That’s about it.  

Well, I don’t know about that.  Sure.  The conditions in Atka, Nikolski, Akutan, and certainly the Aleut population in Unalaska Dutch Harbor are very similar to what’s going on here at St. George.  We have – as people, we have resources.  They’re all around us.  We just don’t have access to them and the people that have access to them are not people that are exactly good neighbors, even as corporations.  And because they’re not good neighbors, the local population, Aleut population, suffers.  
Then you start seeing the ugly personal discrimination rear its head.  The same old, same old, without giving a lot of consideration and that is, “Well, we’d sure like to hire the guy but, you know, he comes to work for one day and he gets paid and then he’s gone.”  Or “He’s a drunk.”  Or the same things that occurred down in the south of the United States because of slavery.  
So the same thing has occurred out here and occurs today, even amongst our own organizations that we have fishing rights with.  There’s not a lot of Aleut people that are running these boats, especially the larger vessels, and it’s always because of some other reason rather than the fair opportunity.  It’s just not fair and then we want to talk about that a little bit and there’s probably a lot of good examples of what’s not fair but we’re making some progress.  
It’s just – you have to understand the politics in each community and each community is different and each community is governed by a different set of factors and by a different set of people and it’s an interesting study because you take a look at the community and you see where it is today.  I think everybody could read history and look at pictures and some other things and saw what it was like a generation ago.  Why is it we haven’t made any progress?  Why is it haven’t we gone and done a little bit more for ourselves?  Why is it has there been a tremendous amount of resource waste, primarily financial resources?  And there has been a lot.  I don’t know.  I mean everybody probably has their own opinion and –

Yeah.  Well, but we recognize that there’s – for St. Paul and St. George to survive as communities and stuff, it’s necessary for us to work a little bit closer together.  But when I talked about leadership amongst our own peoples and amongst our own corporations and associations, whatever, you have to take a look and see what the personal motive is.  If that motive isn’t community, there is gonna be a lot of wasted resources and the poor people.  
Not everybody is gonna be knowledgeable of what’s going on in the government or not everybody pays attention to what’s going on in the North Pacific Fishermen’s Management Council or the International Pacific Halibut Commission and has broad understanding or some knowledge of what all these things do in the community.  And when you visit St. Paul and St. George, to some extent, I mean you see who’s working.  Pretty noticeable in some of these small places.  You get into power however.  It’s a democracy; get voted in.  And if you can get yourself a little bit of power then you can put your family to work.  Everybody else is – it’s not a fair system.  It’s like Chicago back in the old days, I guess, where political payoffs are still the norm of the day.  

Sure.  Well, I know and I do know.  I do know what you’re talking about and I know it.  I’ve seen it and I recognize that with regard to controlling the power bases in these communities, there’s some people pretty effective in doing that.  But it’s not morally right and it’s not morally correct.  I mean if you’re willing to sell your soul to the devil, go for it.  And some people have.  
I mean it seems to be the comfort and so the population as a whole is not healthy.  The mental health of both St. Paul and St. George is not good and, as a result, the physical health, unfortunately, is not good.  And here at St. George, in a lot of respects, there’s a lot of hopelessness and when there’s a lot of hopelessness or there’s no hope in a community, self esteem no longer exists and the children begin to suffer because their parents are suffering.  They don’t perform as well as they should in school.  They don’t see the need because they’re not receiving the kind of warmth that children need, especially young children.  You’re nurturing them.  
But it’s because their parents are suffering and they got no hope.  Nobody is giving them any hope.  Where is that gonna come from?  They struggle and they can’t afford to live in the homes that they’re living in.  They can’t afford to buy the electricity.  They can’t afford to buy the fuel to heat their homes and, as a result, they can’t afford to buy food.  Never mind the things that children need.  I like to be able to go out and do something or I need this or I want this, little wants.  Parents can’t provide them and so it’s vicious cycle.  But, hopefully, we’ll turn it around.  We’re gonna give it a good shot at it.  I think in the next couple of years, if you’re able when you come back and you visit with us, you might see a couple of things occurring out here.  

Come take my children.  I got two sons and I don’t think they’re gonna quite approve of that.  Anyway.  Well, despite all those sad things and all the sad things you talk about, and you recognize that it has an impact, I’m still pretty damn optimistic.  Just let me have it for a little while.  Let me go for it.  I’ve never been shy about taking on whatever forces were necessary to try to make things a little bit better here for the people and I’m not shy about it today and I’ll never be shy.  
I’ll probably die being that way but my feeling is that the community needs to be healthy and it needs to look at itself with pride.  When it looks at itself as a community with pride, then at least when you walk around the town, you don’t find these homes in disrepair.  You find them painted.  You find them and their yard’s clean.  You find the garbage is put in its right place.  But when people don’t have a lot of self respect, things just go to hell and they have.  So we’re trying to change them.  

Yeah.  Well, I’ve seen it.  It’s ongoing here at St. George because people are pretty ill, probably more so than other places.  A lot of hypertension here, a lot of diabetes and most of the population are Type 2 diabetics and that’s gonna take its toll pretty fast unless, of course, you change lifestyle and do something else.  But I am optimistic and I’m feeling like that in a couple of years or so that things may begin to change but we do need to work with a lot of different people in this country to at least get our concerns recognized and addressed.  
I recognize our power base here as Aleuts.  There is none.  It’s very small.  And I recognize that we’re gonna need a lot of help to change this a little bit.  It just needs to become fair and I think that the United States Congress is certainly on – was on the right path in 1983 and they began to transition and change the way people made a living here before and had they gone and just done a little bit more, it would have been a very healthy thing for the communities and then you could begin to focus on things just outside of the immediate.  

Well, I don’t know.  With regard to my feelings about what the government owes, I don’t think that they need to do too much more out here but I do think that they need to address the issues of an economy; still haven’t done that.  And they could do it.  It’d be a simple act of congress to recognize or have recognized the Fur Seal Act as applicable law and that would certainly be a step in the right direction and then perhaps we could figure out how much fish and what kind of fish that we need in order to establish a economy and to realize a modern standard of living where people can work and at least take care of themselves and you have some funds left over to take care of the community needs as well.  
But until that happens, it’s just gonna be a continuous same old, same old and it’s a dog eat dog and it’s unfortunate.  I mean it really rankles me.  I mean it bothers me a lot when I see other Aleuts fighting other Aleuts for a small piece of the pie.  It continues to this day.  You’ve lost the sense of community sharing and community respect and community doing things for itself.  And that’s a forced issue.  I mean that’s something that’s being forced.  I know that we don’t have to behave that way but – well, it’s forced because of the allocation of fish and because of no landing of fish here.  It’s something that’s forced on us.  
We can’t really take care of ourselves.  There’s not very many good opportunities and so when people can’t do that, my feeling is that you change yourself pretty dramatically.  Your behavior is not as good as it should be and so people don’t really have the kind – a full freedom, a full freedom of choice, a full freedom of being able to live and do what they want to do in their own communities and a lot of times out here, it’s governing in our own tribal or fishermen’s association or whatever.  It’s governing by intimidation.  And it works in a certain way.  With certain folks, this is the way it’ll be.  
And a lot of people live in fear.  They honest to God live in fear and because you live in a small place and to be ostracized from the community or to be neglected and you don’t have the tools mentally to deal with it or have somebody you can sit down and talk with and deal with it, it creates problems, serious problems, and that’s noticeable here at St. George and so people try to live as well as they can.  

Well, Aleut, I think it is tradition amongst ourselves that if you have something and I don’t have it, you shouldn’t have that something or if you really work hard and become successful, I’m gonna do everything I can to take that success away.  Yeah.  And that occurs.  We’re forever fighting ourselves.  I mean at St. Paul, it’s been – the fight between the village corporation and the city – municipality of St. Paul – for years and years and years.  
It had that windmill over there.  They could have tied into that power line there and really cut down the power costs to their own people but, no, the city said, “No, you can’t tie into our power line.”  So this thing spins and then it boils water.  I mean who’s gonna – there’s a big teacup out there somewhere.  But anyway, it’s just that Aleuts are certainly famous for that, yeah, for that kind of behavior.  But –

Right.  We’re trying to change that a little bit and, hopefully, it will come about.  Of course, the hope is the next generation will get it.  My generation, I don’t think we got it.  So.  Well, for a lot of young people, that’s the absolute truth.  For me, when I was growing up, of course, there’s that mantra “You need to get an education and you need to come home and you need to help the people out.”  
And that wasn’t only something that was recent but certainly in the old days, too, when Veniaminov was here writing about the Aleuts and the culture.  They valued somebody being able to get out of Aleut person getting on a boat and going to St. Petersburg, for instance, to learn something, which they had.  And the Russians trained some Aleuts to eventually become admirals of the fleet of their navies.  Kashbarov was one of them.  And there’s a lot of good examples of what’s possible but, again, I mean the people, I think, there were – I don’t know what happened.  They were just stripped of a lot of that and a lot of desire, I think, because of the experience in the Second World War.  I don’t understand it because a lot of things just seem to have just gone away.  

Yeah.  All of their existence, yeah.  Since contact.  You’re absolutely right.  And contact with Europeans and that obviously changes any society and it did ours.  They tell me at one time there was 20,000 Aleuts on the Aleutians.  That’s amazing if that population was that large.  Even 15,000 or 10,000, it’d be significant.  
But an Aleut corporation, our shareholder list is – when it was first established, it was like 3,200 and probably a lot more – you got a couple hundred more nowadays because the bloodline is so thinned out that pretty soon you have people all over the place.  And there was a time we recognized each other and we knew all the families on the Aleutians and certainly all the families here in the Pribilofs, father’s name.  I mean who’s your mom and dad and if you got that response back “This is my father; this is my mother,” then you knew exactly who that person was and where his family came from.  
And that was true also of the Aleutians.  You may not see them for many years or you might have met a young man that was eight years old and the next time you saw him was 30 years old.  Who is your mom and dad?  And if he’d tell you who his mom and dad is then you knew who he was.  He didn’t have to give you a whole genealogy but you always knew.

And so I wish it would come back but it’s kinda like what the government did for us here on St. George.  They had to keep all the mail separated and make sure the mail got to St. George that which should come to St. George.  So all you people of St. George, we’ll take one “f” off of your name and all the people at St. Paul, we’ll put another “f” on your name so all the people with two “fs” on their names, they’re St. Paul people so the packages went to St. Paul, as they’re sorting them out here on the boat.  And all the packages came in with one “f” then that’s St. George.  But since my family, Pletnikoff, was the only Pletnikoff on either island, it didn’t make any difference.  Yeah, yeah.  
[End of Audio]
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