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Drift Card - Wind Relationships

The wind analyzer program was written by George Carroll
and Paul Moskowitz to determine the unique wind histories for
each drifter. The wind analysis computes the resultant wind
velocity, direction and card displacement for the release-
recovery period of each card. This program calculates the wind
factor and angle of deflection of the drift card ‘to the right
or left of the resultant wind direction (negative sign indicates
depgrees to the left of the wind).

The wind history of each drifter was determined by the
vector addition of the orthogonal components of the wind records
from the assigned weather stations (Ambrose Light, Fire Island,
Buzzards Bay Light and Nantucket Shoals lightship).

The listing excludes all drift cards which had a release-

recovery period greater than 10 days
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Drift Card Data Listing

The standard listing program was written by George Carroll
and Paul Moskowitz of MSRC. This program calculated the distance
and direction traveled between the polnts of release and recovery
by the great cirele method.

The total tir2 out was caleulated by converting release-
recovery dates to the Gregorian calendar. The time out of the
drift cards was adjusted to the nearest tenth of a day by uti-
lizing the hour of launch and assuming that the cards were
recovered at 1200 hrs on the reported day found. Those drift
cards found on the day of launch were assumed to have been dis-
covered at 1800 hrs.

This listing includes comments on the statis of recovery
as land (L), water (W) with abbreviated descriptions of unusual

findings.
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