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E78A3082000Boone

INTERVIEWER: Okay, today is December 8th, 2000,
and we’re here interviewing Ed Boone, Jr., and Ed you could start by
describing your household of those who harvested resources with you
and those you shared resources with, you know, some of your hunting
or your fishing or your gathering, whatever you did, who went with you
and—in your family and if they did and you could start from when you
were young if you like? And who you shared your hunting and your
hunt and your fish with, the resources that hunted with or fish or
whatever, so you could go ahead and start from when you were

younger, if you like:

ED BOONE, JR: Well, okay, | subsistence fished, |
personal use fished, with different guys, myself alone and it was mainly

for Kings in the Spring and Silvers in the Fall.

And then | did used to go duck hunting, goose hunting,

moose hunting, with different people.

And for berry picking it was me and my wife.

Ed Boone, Jr.
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You want me to name what kind of berries?
INTERVIEWER: If you want to.
ED BOONE, JR: Blueberries, salmonberries, mainly.

INTERVIEWER: Did you pick any high-bush

cranberries?

ED BOONE, JR: She got cranberries, but | don’t know if

they were high or low or what. (Laughing.)

INTERVIEWER: | think from this area it’s mainly high-
bush?

ED BOONE, JR: Yeah, okay, but she got some

cranberries, not too many, but mainly blueberries and salmonberries.

INTERVIEWER: What animals did you—were the most

important to your subsistence in the past?
ED BOONE, JR: Moose.

INTERVIEWER: Okay, did you hunt for porkies and

stuff?
ED BOONE, JR: No.

INTERVIEWER: No, just for moose and---

Ed Boone, Jr.
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ED BOONE, JR: Goose hunt.

INTERVIEWER: Goose hunt, yeah, that’s an animal, and

what was the—in the fish-wise, what was the most important to you?
ED BOONE, JR: What species?
INTERVIEWER: Yeah? Any kind, any kind of fish?
ED BOONE, JR: Well, King salmon, in the Spring.

INTERVIEWER: Yeah, but didn’t you use a lot of other

stuff, because a lot of it was probably---

ED BOONE, JR: Oh, used all species, yeah. But the
main thing was King salmon in the Spring, and Silvers in the Fall, but |

ate (Humpies) and ducks, whatever | got.

INTERVIEWER: Okay, and the plants, you said that you

picked berries with your wife?
ED BOONE, JR: Uh, huh.

INTERVIEWER: Did you use goose tongue and

putushkies?
ED BOONE, JR: No---

INTERVIEWER: No, your grandma didn’t---

Ed Boone, Jr.
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ED BOONE, JR: My grandmother did, but boy that was-

INTERVIEWER: You must’ve ate it in her cooking?

ED BOONE, JR: With my grandma, yeah, in those days,

sure, when | was young.

INTERVIEWER: Yeah, | mean you can start--you can
talk about when you were young too, when you probably went out to

go---

ED BOONE, JR: Oh, | used to pick goose tongue over
by—across from your house, over by the culvert, the airpark, and go
down there by your place and get seaweed, and go over and cook it

with fish.

INTERVIEWER: Uh, huh, see, you could talk about
when you first started, when you went hunting and fishing and like you
weren’t able to--probably able to go on a boat to go like nowadays the
guys that are codding and halibutting, you know, sometimes that’s

where we get ours from---
ED BOONE, JR: Right.

INTERVIEWER: ---but you probably went out with

certain guys to get your fish and your moose and gather—and when

Ed Boone, Jr.
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you gathered seaweed and goose tongue and stuff like that when you

were younger?

ED BOONE, JR: Oh, yeah, right, and clams all my life,

butter clams. To this day | go clam digging.

INTERVIEWER: And you guys, most of your clam

digging was across the bay from Seldovia, right?

ED BOONE, JR: Yeah. Years ago, now it’s Harley’s or
Jakolof.

INTERVIEWER: Did you guys used to go out there to---
ED BOONE, JR: No, no, huh, uh.

INTERVIEWER: No, it was all across the bay.

ED BOONE, JR: No, it was all across the bay.
INTERVIEWER: Which isn’t there anymore?

ED BOONE, JR: No.

INTERVIEWER: Okay, describe your season-round of
subsistence activities, where did you go to harvest, where did you go

moose hunting?

Ed Boone, Jr.
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ED BOONE, JR: Oh, okay, Sheep River, at the head of
Kachemak Bay. Bradley River, those two rivers mainly, and then later

on, McCune Flats, that’s right across from---

INTERVIEWER: McCune—I can’t see how you spell it,

“McCune.”
ED BOONE, JR: | don’t either.
Well, if you’ve got it on tape, they can go that way too.
INTERVIEWER: It's M-c-C-u-n-e? Sounds right.
ED BOONE, JR: And Red Mountains.

INTERVIEWER: And who went with you on your

hunting trips?

ED BOONE, JR: Eugene Cameron, old man Eugene
Cameron. Harry Newit. There’s so many different ones, | can’t

remember.

Carl Lindstedt, the old man, and Junior. Help pack out

their moose, and I'd get my share.

INTERVIEWER: And when you guys went backpacking,

you went down to Francis E.---

Ed Boone, Jr.
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ED BOONE, JR: Peter (Elsox), Pete (Elsox), was the
owner, would take us hunting, goose hunting, duck hunting. | was up at

Bradley River, Sheep River, | can’t remember all that went together.

INTERVIEWER: A lot of times a lot of you guys would

go together and do some hunting---
ED BOONE, JR: Yeah.

INTERVIEWER: ---did you guys hunt any moose or

anything like that when you guys went duck hunting?
ED BOONE, JR: Uh, uh.
INTERVIEWER: No, it was just mainly duck hunting?
ED BOONE, JR: Yeah.
INTERVIEWER: Oh, okay---

ED BOONE, JR: Mainly goose hunting that’s what we

were after, but if we catch a ducks---
INTERVIEWER: And baby---
(Laughter from interviewer and Ed Boone, Jr.)

| had to put that in there.

Ed Boone, Jr.
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Oh, okay, please describe a hunt or fishing trip or berry
picking, one of them, hunting, fishing, on one of your trips that, you
know—maybe describe one of your earliest hunting, fishing or

gathering trips?

ED BOONE, JR: My earliest hunting was up at Sheep
River, Sheep Crick | guess it’s called, that was with Eugene Cameron,

David Swanson, Carl Lindstedt, and Carl, Junior.
INTERVIEWER: Did you guys go up on a boat?

ED BOONE, JR: Yeah, on a boat. Stayed three days, |

think it was, two moose were taken.
INTERVIEWER: Wow, quite a bit different now, isn’t it?
ED BOONE, JR: Uh, huh.

INTERVIEWER: You’d be lucky if you can get a moose

now.

And how was your meat processed and preserved?
When you guys first got your moose what did you do, what did you do

with it?

Ed Boone, Jr.



150 ED BOONE, JR: Oh, brought it to town, hung it for so
151 many days, then cut it up and wrapped it and put it in the freezer. It

152 was dried, froze, whatever, stew meat.

153 INTERVIEWER: Canned?

154 ED BOONE, JR: No, we didn’t can it.

155 INTERVIEWER: Did you ever—you ever smoke---

156 ED BOONE, JR: Uh, huh.

157 INTERVIEWER: ---any kind of meat?

158 ED BOONE, JR: Oh, smoke salmon.

159 INTERVIEWER: Oh, well, yeah, no meat though?

160 ED BOONE, JR: No meat.

161 INTERVIEWER: And—what the heck was | going to ask

162 you about—is there a special way you treat meat when you—when

163 you—when you were hunting, when you get something like a moose, is
164 there a certain amount of time you have to, you know, be away from
165 home and get it back into town and into the freezer or to hang it and

166 it’s still in good shape?

Ed Boone, Jr.
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ED BOONE, JR: Oh, yeah, yeah, we hang it where we
shoot it, let it hang for so many days, if it rains put a like a tarp around

it, over it, and let it smoke ---
INTERVIEWER: To keep it from getting wet.
ED BOONE, JR: ---let the smoke get to it.
INTERVIEWER: Oh, uh, huh, wow—okay---

ED BOONE, JR: You know, to keep the dampness out

of it, oh, yeah.

INTERVIEWER: Oh, okay, that’s something new that

I’'ve never heard.

Okay, how was fish processed and preserved? When
you went—after you, you know, when you brought your fish back from
your, like your subsistence fishing, how did you process your fish, or

preserve it?

ED BOONE, JR: Well, we canned fish, we froze fish, we

smoked fish.
INTERVIEWER: Did you salt any?

ED BOONE, JR: No.

Ed Boone, Jr.
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INTERVIEWER: Oh, okay, how was subsistence fishing

worked around commercial harvesting?

ED BOONE, JR: No problem, | don’t see any problem. |

never did see any problem.

INTERVIEWER: Yeah, when you went commercial

fishing, did you bring some home for your use, or subsistence use?
ED BOONE, JR: Oh, yeah, sure.
INTERVIEWER: Yeah, | think a lot of guys do.

Some guys get creative though, they like to make

money off of all their fishing.

Okay, have your subsistence activities changed over

the years?

ED BOONE, JR: Yes, with the laws that are in place
now, compared to what they were years ago. It's subsistence now, not
personal use, which is a big difference, | think. And the timing of things,

| don’t think they’re right. | really don't.
INTERVIEWER: Yeah, | agree with you there.

Do you use more or less wild foods than you used to?

Ed Boone, Jr.
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ED BOONE, JR: Probably less because | don’t get the
chance to hunt that much anymore, there’s no way to go. Outside of

fish and clams when | can get them.

INTERVIEWER: Yeah, and a lots of times too it’s
nowadays it seems like clams now you can’t go out and dig butter clams

like you used to, because of the PSP.
ED BOONE, JR: Right.

INTERVIEWER: And it seems like it’s happening more

than when it used to.

ED BOONE, JR: Yeah, we never heard of it years ago, |

don’t ever remember anyone dying around here from clams.

INTERVIEWER: What has been—oh—what have been

the major factors affecting variation in your subsistence harvests?
Number eight.

What’s been the major factor affecting variation in

your subsistence harvests?

ED BOONE, JR: I don’t like the dates they have set

anymore, in the Spring, or in the Fall. | mean | guess that’s one reason--

Ed Boone, Jr.
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INTERVIEWER: Like for fishing?
ED BOONE, JR: For fishing, yeah. | hate that.
INTERVIEWER: Yeah, it’s hard because---

ED BOONE, JR: And then they close down a lot of the
area in the Spring for us to fish like they used to, which I’m against, and
in the Fall they give us about one week and that’s two fishing periods

really.
INTERVIEWER: Yeah.
Okay, how has Seldovia changed in your lifetime?
ED BOONE, JR: From very good to very bad.
(Laughter)
INTERVIEWER: That’s a good way to put it.

ED BOONE, JR: Seldovia is not Seldovia anymore, it’s

all retirees from someplace else. The majority.
INTERVIEWER: Wow!
ED BOONE, JR: That’s all I’'m going to say.

INTERVIEWER: Any comments on the youth in the

community, are they learning subsistence skills?

Ed Boone, Jr.
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ED BOONE, JR: Well, some are, | was told some are,
but whether they are or not | don’t know. I’'m sure you know more

about that.
INTERVIEWER: Kind of.
ED BOONE, JR: Well, really, | don’t know.
It’s not like it used to be---
INTERVIEWER: No, no.
ED BOONE, JR: ---it’s completely different.

INTERVIEWER: Because there’s lots more activities
going on, Nintendo, there’s a lot of TV, there’s a lot of —the kids are in

sports---
ED BOONE, JR: Vehicles. A lot of vehicles here.
INTERVIEWER: A lot of homework.

ED BOONE, JR: (Laughing) That wouldn’t have

mattered to me. | wouldn’t have done it anyhow.

INTERVIEWER: Well, anyway—and the purpose of this
guestion, you know, from this is for educational purposes, it’s

something like, you know, your children’s children want to see, hey, |

Ed Boone, Jr.
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wonder what grandpa said in his interview, it’s something that, you

know, that they’d be interested in, even your kids.
ED BOONE, JR: Well, my kids know what | did---
INTERVIEWER: Yeah, yeah, but---

ED BOONE, JR: ---because | was doing it when they

were little.

INTERVIEWER: Yeah, but then they’d hear your voice
and—and that’s always good to hear, because | hear my dad’s voice on

a tape and it’s good to hear.
ED BOONE, JR: Yeah.

INTERVIEWER: Okay, thank you, Eddie, that concludes
our interview, so if you have more maybe we can catch you again some

other time.
ED BOONE, JR: That’s all | have.
INTERVIEWER: Okay.

(End of disc.)

---000---
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