 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1“Name NOAA’s New Survey Ship” Competition
NOAA, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, invites students in grades 6-12 in the states of Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Rhode Island, and Vermont, to choose a name for one of its new ships through a ship naming competition. 

NOAA’s new survey vessel will directly support one of the primary goals of NOAA: to support the safe, secure, efficient, and seamless movement of goods and people in the U.S. transportation system.  This is the first hydrographic survey vessel built for NOAA, and will operate off the East Coast of the United States discovering what lies beneath the ocean’s surface.

The ship naming competition begins in February 2007 and it is anticipated that the winning team will be announced in May 2007.  Teachers and student advisors are encouraged to think about how to bring this program into the curriculum and to collect the materials needed to help their students participate in the competition.  

Students are urged to use NOAA websites for their research.   Information about NOAA can be found at www.noaa.gov.   To learn more about NOAA hydrographic vessels and research, visit www.chartmaker.ncd.noaa.gov .  To learn more about NOAA’s history and the history of hydrographic surveying visit www.history.noaa.gov and www.celebrating200years.noaa.gov. To learn about NOAA’s fleet visit www.moc.noaa.gov. 
Eligibility
All students in grades 6-12 are eligible to participate in this contest.  Qualifying schools include all public and private schools in Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Rhode Island, and Vermont.  Schools, including home schools, must be state-recognized and in compliance with federal and state civil rights and nondiscrimination statutes. 

Rules

1. Student teams will be comprised of 4-8 students.  Teams can be made up of students from more than one grade level.  An individual student must be on only one team.
2. Each team must produce an essay of no more than 1000 words written by students on the team, about the proposed name: why it is appropriate for a NOAA research vessel, how it captures the spirit of NOAA’s hydrographic research, and what they have learned about the ocean.  This essay should be typed on 1-2 pages with one-inch margins in a 12 point font.  On a separate sheet, students should include a bibliography or list of resources used to research the proposed name.
3. Each team must have a single Team Coordinator for guidance and assistance and this coordinator must be a member of the school faculty.  The Team Coordinator will be responsible for overseeing the team’s work and submitting the entry proposal.  A Team Coordinator may serve more than one team.
Name Conventions
This new ship will be engaged in hydrographic surveying on the East coast of the U.S. and the proposed name should reflect the naming tradition of NOAA ships.  
Ships can be named for geographic land or ocean features from New England or former decommissioned hydrographic survey vessels crewed by NOAA personnel or predecessors.  Additionally, a ship may be given a name relating to the history of the U.S. Coast & Geodetic Survey, including significant scientists and surveyors or historical figures that were particularly influential in the 200 year history of the U.S. Coast and Geodetic Survey.

Ships cannot be named for living people and an individual should be deceased for at least five years before having his or her name put forward.  A list of NOAA’s current fleet can be found at www.moc.noaa.gov.

Entry Procedures 

Team Coordinators will submit the team’s name and essay no later than March 30, 2007 to NOAA’s Office of Education by email to ship.name@noaa.gov .  Only if e-mail is not available, the entry may also be submitted by fax (301) 713-1211.  NOAA will acknowledge receipt of each entry packet by e-mail or telephone to the coordinator.

Each Team’s Entry Packet will consist of:

1.   A cover page listing in this order

· The Proposed Ship Name

· Team Coordinator’s Name

· Coordinator’s Position on School Faculty

· School Address and Telephone Number 

· Coordinator’s school telephone number, if different

· Coordinator’s email address

· Student Team Members’ Names, Grades and Schools

2.   A 1-2 page essay of no more than 1000 words, conforming to content guidance in the rules, and a separate page for the bibliography or list of resources used to research the proposed name. 

Entry Packets that do not follow the rules will be eliminated.   The cost of participating in this program should be negligible to minimal, for students, school and community members.  No funds can be provided by NOAA for participation in this program. 
Judging Criteria  

· Name Proposed - Is the name aligned with NOAA naming conventions?   Is the name appropriate and does it capture the guidance given in this competition?  
· Team Essay - Does the essay show educational value for the student participants?  Is the essay related to the proposed name?   Does it reflect NOAA’s 200 year legacy of scientific accuracy and excellence?  Does it reflect the principles that embody NOAA’s Office of Coast Survey?
Time Frame
March 30, 2007

Deadline for submission of entry packet.

May 2007  

Team Coordinator of the winning team will be notified.



June 2007

Keel Laying Ceremony  

Prizes
· The winning team will attend the keel laying ceremony for the ship in Moss Point, Mississippi.  The visit will include a tour of NOAA’s research laboratory and education facility on the Gulf Coast.  Students will have the opportunity to learn about environmental stewardship and the role they can play in protecting the ecosystem.

· Either the NOAA Administrator, Vice Admiral Conrad C. Lautenbacher, Jr., U.S. Navy (Ret) or a NOAA Corps Officer will visit the school.
· The team’s school will receive a small-scale replica of the nameplate that is permanently affixed to the ship near the keel.  The ship's name, developed from the contest, will be shown on this replica. 

· The school will receive a DVD of the keel laying ceremony and the launch of the vessel.  

