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NOAA and the Preserve America Initiative

NOAA has in its care a wealth of heritage resources that recall the agency's proud history and dedicated service to the nation. Such resources include maps, charts, photographs, books, scientific instruments, and other artifacts – some centuries old. NOAA is also the steward of large-scale historic and cultural resources, such as buildings and shipwrecks. Among NOAA’s most valuable heritage resources are the men and women who work every day to educate others about the agency’s history and legacy of service. These resources are of immense value not only to NOAA but also the American people – their true owners.

The NOAA Preserve America Initiative has several components:
· NOAA Preserve America website

· Annual NOAA Heritage Week 

· Treasures of NOAA’s Ark Traveling exhibit

· NOAA Preserve America Initiative mini-grant Program

· NOAA Heritage Preservation Partner Commemorative (Geodetic) Marker

· Technical Assistance to NOAA Communities to become designated Preserve America Communities

NOAA Preserve America Initiative mini-grant Program (PAIG)

Initiated in 2005, this mini-grant program is designed to stimulate efforts within NOAA to preserve, protect, and promote the agency's heritage resources.  A total of $100,000 was available for awards in 2005.  Requests for funding totaled over $500K.  In its first year, NOAA’s Preserve America Initiative Grant Program (PAIG) awarded funding to six of the 24 proposals based on the following criteria –

· Preserve and highlight NOAA’s heritage resources

· Foster heritage tourism in the United States and its territories

· Boost and recharge our partnerships

· Promote research of heritage resources

· Develop educational programs and events

· Find new and exciting ways to capitalize on NOAA’s legacy

The projects vary in scope from interpreting historic and cultural resources in NOAA’s care to capturing oral histories of NOAA stakeholder groups, including fishermen and Native Americans.  
The PAIG program continued in 2006, making available $175k to NOAA employees. More than 30 projects were submitted and 10 deserving projects were funded.  All projects can be viewed at our website www.preserveamerica.noaa.gov.
The 2007 PAIG is in the final stages of announcing the projects to be funded.  This year 34 projects were submitted.  A total of $100k is available and, again, over $450K in requests have been received.  The spectrum of projects is very impressive and at least three are from the Pacific Islands.  The projects to be funded will be announced as early as next week, the week of June 11, 2007.
“NOAA and the Preserve America Initiative” Brochure and website 
“NOAA and the Preserve America Initiative”, brochure and companion web site, www.preserveamerica.noaa.gov, was designed in 2004 to highlight NOAA’s dedication to preserve heritage resources in its care and make them accessible to the public and through innovative programs and partnerships.  The home page includes the Preserve America logo and direct link to www.preserveamerica.gov.   The NOAA Preserve America website is also located on the NOAA homepage www.noaa.gov  and the 200th NOAA Anniversary Celebration website www.celebrating200years.noaa.gov. 

Annual NOAA Heritage Week 
First established in 2005, is a week-long event (usually taking place the second week in February) to celebrate both NOAA and the nation’s heritage. The history of NOAA and the nation are intertwined. It is difficult to talk about weather, water, climate, and commerce without discussing NOAA and its ancestor agencies, the U.S. Coast Survey, U.S. Weather Bureau, and U.S. Commission of Fish and Fisheries.  NOAA has in its care a wealth of resources that recall the agency's proud history and dedicated service to the nation.   
In 2005, NOAA created Treasures of NOAA’s Ark, a temporary, museum-quality exhibition of selected NOAA heritage items representing the history of NOAA and its ancestor agencies.  Located at NOAA headquarters in Silver Spring, Maryland, the exhibit enabled NOAA employees, the general public, and students to view the “best of the best” of NOAA’s heritage resources and to learn about the people and technology that have helped make NOAA what it is today.

Feedback about this first Treasures of NOAA’s Ark exhibit was so positive that the exhibit has become a regular part of NOAA Heritage Week, a first-of-its-kind annual celebration that takes place each February.  

In 2006, the theme for the Treasures of NOAA’s Ark was Pioneers: People and Technology.  The exhibit highlighted groundbreaking technologies developed by NOAA and its predecessors that have helped save lives, promote commerce, and expand our knowledge of the Earth.  The exhibit also celebrated eight pioneering individuals affiliated with NOAA and its ancestor agencies who have made significant contributions to our understanding of land, sea, and sky.
The 2007 edition of Treasures of NOAA’s Ark: Journey through Time, focused on the 200th Anniversary of the U.S. Coast and Geodetic Survey, established by President Thomas Jefferson in 1807.  The exhibit featured galleries that took visitors on a fun- and fact-filled journey through 200 years of federal science, service and stewardship—from 1807 to the present. The exhibit celebrated the early days of U.S. coastal and ocean exploration and weather forecasting and propelled forward to the NOAA of today.

Additional NOAA Heritage Week features:

· NOAA Heritage Week Speaker Series 

In 2006 featured speakers included:
· Maritime Heritage in NOAA’s National Marine Sanctuaries; 
· an author and illustrator of beautiful and informative non-fiction books for children, including: The Buffalo Nickel, The Coast Mappers, Civil War Artist; and 
· the Northern Neck Chanty Singers, former Chesapeake Bay menhanden fisherman that recall echoes of bygone days through song. 

In 2007, in celebration of the 200th anniversary of Survey of the Coast featured 
speakers included: 

· The Coast and Geodetic Survey: Scientists, Sailors, Surveyors, presented by the NOAA Historian;

· Shipwrecks of the Northwestern Hawaiian Islands Marine National Monument, a NOAA National Marine Sanctuary Marine Archaeologist;

· New England’s First Fisheries Crisis: Economy, Ecology and Fishery Politics on the Southern Coast, 1830-1870 - presented by a professor from University of Connecticut.
· Weekend Hours – To allow public a better opportunity to experience the exhibit.
· Pilot Education Program – Included visits from local school groups. Working with NOAA's Office of Education the visits and their two Einstein Fellows developed activities about weather mapping and bathometric mapping. School grades included 5th, 6th and 9th graders.  Post-visit evaluations have taken place with teachers.  This is a key addition to NOAA Heritage Week and promotes the First Lady's education agenda and the Preserve America objectives.
Treasures of NOAA’s Ark Traveling exhibit
Recognizing that NOAA’s heritage is also the nation’s heritage, in 2006, NOAA created a traveling version of Treasures of NOAA’s Ark in partnership with Nauticus–The National Maritime Center in Norfolk, Virginia.  It is estimated that over 100,000 people experienced the Treasures exhibit at Nauticus during its six-month run. In March 2007, the exhibit opened at the Pacific Science Center in Seattle, Washington. To date over 400,000 individuals have visited the exhibit. The exhibit will remain on display until September 2007.  The exhibit team is currently researching opportunities to display Treasures in a public venue in Tampa, Florida upon completion of its run in Seattle.  The opportunity to partner with public institutions to tell the NOAA story and how NOAA missions impact the everyday lives of citizens embodies the goals and objectives of the Preserve America Initiative.
NOAA Heritage Preservation Partner Commemorative (Geodetic) Marker 

In recognition of significant efforts to preserve the nation's heritage, the NOAA Preserve America Initiative has commenced the placing of a NOAA Heritage Preservation Partnership Commemorative Marker at NOAA facilities or partnering institutions nationwide. This is an official NOAA geodetic survey marker which has been accurately surveyed to determine its precise latitude, longitude, and elevation. As part of the National Spatial Reference System, this marker provides an accurate position used for transportation, communication, mapping, charting, and other scientific and engineering applications.  
To date markers have been set at the USS Monitor Center, Newport News, Virginia; Nauticus, National Maritime Center, Norfolk, Virginia; Maritime Waterfront Trail, Alpena, Michigan; Calais Observatory, Calais, Maine; and National Marine Fisheries Service Northeast Fisheries Science Center, Woods Hole, Massachusetts.  Additional markers are planned for the Southeast Fisheries Science Center and Flower Gardens National Marine Sanctuary, Ft Crockett, Galveston, Texas and the Pacific Science Center, Seattle, Washington.
Promoting NOAA Communities to become Preserve America Communities - NOAA has facilitated meetings and supported efforts by a number of communities to seek Preserve America Community Designation.  NOAA is developing a plan to assist additional NOAA communities to this designation. Recently, NOAA Fisheries and NOAA’s National Marine Sanctuary Program supported the designation of Galveston, Texas, due to the historic importance of Fort Crockett, a former Army post that currently houses NOAA facilities. NOAA has played a role in other Preserve America Community designations including Gloucester, Massachusetts; Alpena, Michigan and Hatteras, North Carolina.  Recent meetings with local leadership in Scituate, Massachusetts and Manteo, North Carolina and the County of Maui have resulted applications.  NOAA Preserve America representatives met with the County of Maui in March 2006.  

NOAA Preserve America staff have provide technical assistance to our NOAA communities about the opportunity to become a Preserve America Community in the one or all of the following ways: 1) providing the information in a package form, with examples; 2) facilitating a meeting with community leadership; 3) provide a letter of support for a community; and/or 4) assist with the development of the application.  NOAA has had some involvement (as described above) in the following community applications and designations:
· Alpena, MI

· Gloucester, MA

· Hatteras, NC

· Ocracoke, NC

· Manteo, NC

· Scituate, MA

· Galveston, TX
· Maui, Hawaii

· Big Island (Island of Hawaii)

· St. George Island, AK

· Savannah, GA
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