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Brownsville Dam Makes Way for Fish Passage after More than 100 Years
What should be done with relic dams that no longer serve their intended purpose, block passage of migratory fish, and pose a hazard to the community? The people of Brownsville, Oregon, faced that question and decided that it was time for their dam to go.  Presented here is a piece of the Brownsville dam. On August 27, 2007, the dam was breached beginning the process of returning winter steelhead salmon and spring Chinook salmon to nearly 40 miles of historic upstream spawning and rearing habitat.  
Constructed in 1859, the Brownsville Dam diverted water into the hand-dug Millrace for nearly 100 years. Water from the Millrace was used to operate several mills in Brownsville until 1955.  After the wooden dam washed away in the 1960s, the Linn-Lane Soil and Water Conservation District built the present-day Brownsville Dam at the request of community members.
The 1960s structure, from which this piece came, and its predecessors created a barrier to fish passage for cutthroat trout, Pacific lamprey, winter steelhead and spring Chinook salmon. Removal of the dam, located east of Brownsville on the Calapooia River, culminates several years of community discussions and planning. After many public meetings and individual conversations, the Brownsville Canal Company members in 2006 voted unanimously to remove the aged dam. The fish passage improvements, coupled with habitat restoration in the upper watershed, will lay the groundwork for a return to robust Calapooia fish populations.
NOAA’s Office of Habitat Conservation proudly offers this portion of what was once the Brownsville dam in recognition of the many years of work and dedication by members of the Northwest Regional Office, the Hydropower Team, and the Restoration Center. The Brownsville dam removal was the first project to be completed under NOAA’s Open Rivers Initiative. 

