
METEOROLOGICAL OBSERVATORY-

* PORI-LOUIS.

Lat. 20° Э' 56" South -taf. 57° 29' 30" East.

RESULTS OF OBSERVATIONS TAKEN IN 1862.

The Barometers and Thermometers are 30 feet ahove the sea-level. The Barometer, which has
& diameter of -564, inch is by Newman ; the Thermometers are by Casella. The ireciion and force
of the wind are recorded by Osier's Anemometer. The Rain-Gauge is 40 feet above the ground.

In ordinary weather five observations on the pressure and temperature of the air, the direction
and force of the wind, the amount and character of cloud, «fee., are taken daily, viz : at 3^ A. м.,<?4.
Noon, 3^ P. M., and 9£ p. M., and in unusual weather, and on the 21st of each month, hourly
boservaiions. The readings of the Self-Registering Theimometers and Rain-Gauge are recorded daily
at 91 A. M. Two ozone test-papers are used iu the course of the twenty-four hours ; one from 9£
A. M. to 91 P. M., and the other from 9^ 'P. M., to 9| A. M.

OBSERVATIONS.

ВАКОМ ETES.

/ Corrected for altitude
-and C'ipiliarity, and

to 32° Fàh.)
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Mean at 9 1 А. м ,....,
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TEMPEBATURE OF AIE.

(Dry Bulo Ther.in Shade}

Mean of month

Highest reading ......

JAN.

OQ.QQQ

29*923

29*859

ПП.*1Д К

ft.OQA

0 064

0 075

0*049
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OBSERVATIONS.

ТЕМ. OF AIE ( Continued;

Rnnge in month

Mean of highest daily

Mean of lowest readings

Mean diurnal rtmge ....

Greatest diurnal range

Least diurnal range. . .

TEMPERATURE OF ETA?
POBATION.

( Wet Bulb Thrr. in Shade]

Highest reading

Lowest reading

Bange in month

MeÉrof highest daily

Mean of lowest readingb

Mean diurnal range ...

DEW POINT (Deduced)

Mean of month

Mean at 3 J A. M

Mean at 9| A. M.....

Mean at 3| p. к... ..

Меаь a t 9 j p . м

ELASTÍC FORCE OF VA-
PO ив (Deduced)

Mean of month

Mean at 3J А. м

Mean at 9| A. u.

Mean at 8J p. it......

Mean at 9J p. м

HUMIDITY (Deduced)

(Compl. Sat=l )

Mean at 3| А. м ,

JAN.

76-9

l l - l

858

79-3

6.5

9'3

4-6

74.9

79-0

70-0

9 0

76-8

73-0

3-8

71-8

71-2

72-2

722

71-7

•774

•759

•783

7-84

•770

•745

766

FEB

76-9

10-1

85-9

79-0

6-9

8-1

5-1

749

81.9

69-0

12-9

76-8

72-4

4-4

71 -ÍJ

70.9

715

71-6

71.4

•764

•752

•769

•773

•764

•740

•760

МАЕ.

75-9

11-6

84-3

78-1

6-2

7-0

4*8

72-9

79-0

66-8

12-2

75-2

72-5

2.7

69-5

69-0

69-8

69-6

69-6

•720

•708

•726

•723

•722

•727

•746

АРЕ.

71-9

12-1

84-5

77,1

7-4

9-5

5-7

73-8

77-2

67'5

9-7

72-7

71-0

1.7

700

69.2

70-0

70.7

70-1

•731

•711

.731

•747

•733

•730

•753

MAT

70-8

15-3

80-8

73.6

7-2

11-1

3-9

69-6

78-4

61-9

16-5

72-0

67-1

4-9

66.1

65-4

66-8

66-5

66-4

•640

•628

•636

•648

•643

.727

•736

l
JUNE, i

68-0

122

77-6

70-7

6-9

П'З

3-8

65-2

75-3

59-0

163

69-5

63-1

6-4

62-0

61-3

62-0

63-0

61.7

•563

•552

•563

•580

•558

•691

•707

JULY.

68-2

11.3

75-7

70-7

5-0

8-7

2-1

66-5

71-9

60-9

11-0

69-7

64-5

5.2

63-3

629

63-8

63.5

6ГЗ-0

•585

•578

•591

•590

•580

•735

•755

Auo.

69-0

9-8

75-9

71-6

4-3

7-3

2-1

67-0

71-8

60-1

11-7

69-3

64-7

4-6

63.3

63-4

63-5

63-2

63-6

.587

'•587

•588

•585

•588

•711

•741

SEP.

70-0

9-0

77-1

72-4

4-7

6-9

0.7

67-1

71 5

60.6

10-9

69-1

64.7

4-4

63J2

63-4

62-9

63'3

63-3

•585

•588

•579

•586

•586

•691

•730

Ост.

73-2

6-9

78-9

74-1

4-8

6-4

2-1

67-9

726

62-9

9-7

70.1

65-6

4-5

63-8

63-4

63-4

63-9

64'4

•595

•587

•589

•597

•607

•667

•692

Nov.

73-6

11-4

81-8

76-9

4-9

6-4

3-9

7!-8

770

64-5

12-5

76-2

69-4

6-8

68-2

67-4

68-4

69-0

68-0

•689

•670

•695

•708

•682

•706

•721

DUC.

75-4

14-0

86-2

79-7

6-5

8-9

4-0

74-1

82'0

66-5

15-5

76-7

71-6

5-1

70.0

69-5

69-3

71-0

70 1

•722

•717

.688

•753

•732

•676

•704

Mean
of

Year.

7273

11-23

81-21

75'27

5-94

8.41

3-56

70-43

76-46

64-14

12-32

72.84

68-30

4.54

66-88

66-41

66-93

67-29

66-93

•663

•653

•661

•673

•664

•712

•734



OBSERVATION'S.

HUMIDITY. — Continued

Compl. Sat=\.)

Meou at 3i P. it

TEMPERATURE IN
SUN'S RAYS. ,

Highest reading of j
Black Bulb Ther. in,
suluted . )

Lowest do. do ....

Mean of month

Highest reading of )
Black Bulb Ther. |
exposed 1

Lowest do. do....

Сьоив— (10-0.)

Mean oí month

Mean at 3£ А. м

Mean at 9£ А. м

Mean at Z\ p. м

Mean at 9| p. м

RAIN. — (inches in depth')

Fall in month .......

No. of days on which
ruin tell

WIND.
Prevailing direction ...

Mean Max. Force in Ibs,
per square foot

Mean Force of month . .

Mean Force at 3 J А. м . .

Mean Force at 9| А. м..

Mean Force at Ц p. м.

Mean Force at 9| p. м.

OZONE (Schonbein's
Oxonometer 0-10.)

Mean during day......

Mean during night ....

Mean amount

JAN.

•749

•715

•749

126 -О'

105-0

117-5

1100

,

91-0

102-0

5-3

3-8

5-9

6-8

4-9

4'019

17

East

0-93

0-44

0-40

0-48

0-42

0-47

0-50

1-44

0-97

FEB.

•742

•709

•749

126-0

98:0

116-4

113-5

88-2

102-0

68

4-0

5-6

6-7

4-9

4-695

12

S. E. to
E.

2-85

0-99

0-64

1-51

0-69

MO

1-44

3-13

228

MAR.

•726

•689

•747

126-0

100-5

1146

108-2

90-5

101.4

4-5

з-з

5-8

5 7

3-4

5-970

15

S. E. to
E.

2.28

0-56

0-61

0-57

0-46

0-61

1.23

2-63

1-93

APR.

•713

•706

•749

121-5

1068

114-3

109-5

94-9

103-1

3-4

1-7

4-1

6-1

1-9

1-845

8

S. E. to
E.

0-29

0-12

0-05

0-17

0-19

0-07

о-оз

0-23

0-13

M A Y .

•728

•70!

•742

114-5

98-1

105-9

102-0

85-6

94-5

3-9

2-9

4-5

5-8

2-5

6-760

9

S. E. to
E.

0-99

0-15

0-06

0-17

0-17

0-20

1

1-35

2-61

1-98

JUNE.

687

•673

•697

110-0

97-0

103-4

100-9

84-0

92-7

2-8

2-3

2-6

4-1

2-8

0-580

4

S.E.

0-37

014

0-12

C-12

020

0-13

2-08

3-51

2-79

JULY.

•739

•704

•741

1088

95-2

102-7

989

81 2

91-1

8-5

3-0

3-4

'6-0

2-7

0-600

10

S. E. to
E.

0-56

0-18

0-17

0-17

0-18

0-20

2-86

4-70

3-78

AUG.

•709

•667

•723

1142

95-á

103-1

1028

Ь5-9

933

4-2

3-5

5-.3

5.1

2 9

1-090

13

S. E. to
E.

1-15

0-20

0-16

0-21

0-26

0-19

3-08

4-74

8-91

SEP.

•670

•651

•709

115-2

101-1

109-3

1024

888

966

3-a
2-S

4-9

5-1

2-6

о-зц

7

S. E. to
E.

050

0-16

0(11

049

0-22

Я-12

3-70

Ост.

•£51

•630

•697

117-5

102-7

112-4

101-8

909

97-9

5-7

4-5

7-6

7-0

36

0589

9

S. E. to
E.

068

0-19

O' l l

0-24

0-23

'0-21

Nov.

•702

•689

•713

120-5

104-6

1143

1090

894

100-9

4-2

1 ß

5-8

6-6

28

0806

13

S. E. to
E.

091

0-21

0-13

0.24

0-26

0-21

DEC.

•649

•659

•693

125-1

96-4

116-5

111-8

86-5

103-9

3-7

1-5

5-5

5-9

1-7

1-129
/

7

S. E. to
E.

0-65

023

0-16

0-27

0-42

0-08

8-31

3-81

3-56

Menu,
of

Year.

•70.6

•683

•725

118-77

100-07

110.9

105-90

88-08

98-2

4-2

2-9

5-1

5-8

8-0

/2-36<f

10

S. E. to
E.

1-01

0-29

0-23

0-36

031

«•29

Г76

3-05

2-40

t Test-papers done.



WIND.—Number of times it blew from

Hours of

Observation.

•S\ A. M

9J A. M

SJj>. M

9 J p. M

TOTALS ......
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THUNDER AND LIGHTNING.

-Thunder and lightning at S. Wrd. during the day.
-Lightning at N. W. at night.
-Thunder and lightning during the night.
-Lightning round horizon at night.
-Much l ightning at W. S. W. at night, near horizon.
-Faint flashes of l ightning overhead at night.
-Lightning at North and N. W. at night.
-Loud thunder in afternoon, with very heavy rain in Pouce Vallev.
-Lightning at Ea*t, at 7 p M.
-Faint l ightning near horizon at N. W. at 8 p. м.
-Loud thunder and much lightning in evening.
-Thunder nt West at 4 p. м. Lightning at West at 8 P. M.
-Thunder at a distance enrly in morning.
-Much distant thunder.
-Thunder-storm at Southward in afternoon.
-Frequent flashes of l i ghtn ing at 8 p. м. at Westward.
-Thunder at S. Wrd. during the day.
-Two or three loud peals of thunder at 1.40 p. м.
-Much lightning at W. S. W. at 9 p. м., and a heavy thunder-storm

during the night.
No hall or forked lightning was observed.

METEORS.

"With the exception of a large meteor which is said to have been seen for a few seconds travelling to
Northward at 11 h. 20 min. p. M. on the 19th Api i l , and then breaking up into three or four fragments,
there is nothing worthy of note to record under this head.

REMARES.

The Monthly Mf-ans of the Barometer, Dry Bulb Thermometer, Wet Bulb Thermometer, Dew Point,
Elastin Force of Vapour, Relative Humidity, Amount of Cloud, and Foiv-e of Wind, in the Tables, have been
derived from the four observations taken daily at 3| А. м , 9£ А. м., 3£ p. м., and 9| p м.

Tn the results of the barometric observations for 1861 no correction was made for the altidue (30 feet)
above the sea-level. This correction! ha« been applied to the observations for 1 862, and as it amounts to
about -030 (a-lditive), the mean height of the Barometer for 1861 (30.002; was very nearly the same as for
1862 (30.036— .030=30.006.)

January
,

•
February

»
•

March

April
„

j»
May

5,
6,

12.-
18.-
19..
25.-
28.-
30-
7.-
8.-
9-

15,
8.-
9.-

22.-
24,
26-
28,
24,

The highest reading of the Barometer was 30 337 (corrected) at 9J A. M. on the 15th August, and the
lowest 29.564 at 3£ А. м. on the 2nd December ; which gives for the year a range of 0.773 inch. This is the



first time, at least during the last twelve years, that the mercury stood lowest in December. It generally
attains its minimum height in February.—The mean amount of daily barometric oscillation was .059; and,
as last year, the mean descent from 9£ A. M. to 3| P.M. was equal (almost) to the mean ascent from 3£,p. м.
to 9£ P. м., and also the descent from 9^ p. м. to 3| А. м. equal to the ascent from 3£ А. м to 9^ A. M.

The highest reading of the Maximum Self-Registering Dry Bulb Thermometer in the slwde was 89.4°
on the 27th December, and the lowest reading of the Minimum Self-Registering Dry Bulb Thermometer
68.0° on the 24th June ; giving an annual range of 21.4° . The mean temperature of the year (derived
from the six-hourly observations) was 77.52,° against 76.87° in 1861.

, The highest reading of the enclosed Maximum Black B.ulb Thermometer (in vacuo) in the Sun's Rays,
and 40 feet above the gtonnd, was 126.0° on the 10th January, 31st January, and 16th March ; and the
lowest reading 95.2 ° on the 23rd July.—Range 30.8° . ,

The highest reading of the exposed Maximum Black Bulb Thermomefer in the Sun's Rays was 113.5°
on the 10th February, and the lowest 81.2° on the 4th July.—Range 32.3° .

Highest temperature of Maximum Wet Bulb-Thermo-
meter iA Shade 82.0° 16th Deer. \

Lowest temperature of Minimum Wet Bulb Ther. in > Range 23 0°
Shade 59.0° 17th June. )

Highest Dew Point (from the six-hourly observations). 75.7° . at 3J p. м. 27th Jan. ) т» on оэ
Lowest „ „" 55.5° ",3£ A . M . loi h June, j KanSe м^
Highest Tension of Vapour „ ,,.. .903 '" 3i P. м. 27ih Jan. )R

Lowest „ „ „ .450 .' " 3£ A: M. 15th June, j itangc -
Highest Relative Humidity „ .888 " 3£ л. м. 26ih Jan. ) „
Lowest „ „ „ .553 « 3} i-. M. lõth Sept ) KanSe -
Maximum Force of Wind per squaie foot 12.50 Ibs " 10£ A. M. 26ih Feb.
Mean daily Maximum Force of Wind 1.01..Ш
Mean daily Force of Wind (from the six-bousl j'obser-

vations) '...'....'' 0:29tbi

The mean amount of cloud (10 being overcast) was 4.2, the mean'for the night bt-ing 2.95 and for. the
day 5.45. The cloudiest hour of observation was 3£ p. м., and the clearest 3J A. M.

The greatest fall of rain in twenty-four hours was'3."245 inches", and.occurred in the night of the 24th
and 25th May. The total rain-fall for the year was 28.397 inches. In other p^rt-i of the X J o l o n y , however,
it was much greater, as at (Липу, in the District of Grand Port, where it amounted to 132.44 inches.

The mean amount of ozone for the night was 3.05 and for the day 1.76 ; and there wa?, in comparison
with former observations, a marked absence of oz »ne during .the months that Cholera prevaiL-d, viz., .the
first six months of the year.

GALES AND HURRICANES AT SEA.

It would occupy too much space to entor into details regarding the several g-îles and hurricanes which
occurred in the Indian Ocean in the course of th11 year, and the apparent conneciion between the;n and the
oscillations of the barometer at Port Louis ; but ir, m iy be interesting to indicate when and where they
took place, and what weather prevailed at Port Louis at the time.

The first considerable depression of th« m jrcury occurred between the 31st December, 1861, and the
5th January, 1862, the barometer at 9J А м. on the former day standng at 30.15S, and at 3£ P м. on
the latter day at 29.892, to which it gradually fell in thninterval. The wind was from S. Em East, and
attained a maximum force of I21bs. on the 5th January. Now, between the 2nd and 8ih January n severe
hurricane was encountered from 14° S. and 80° E. to 20° S. and 78° E It was a cyclone of about
500 miles in diameter, whi^h, originating between the S. E. trade and N. W. monsoon, travelled at first to
the S. Wrd and afterwards to South and S. S. E. Several vessels were dismasted in it.

Between 9£ А. м. on the 14th and 3£ p. M. on the 19th January the barometer fell from 30.06.2 to
29.936, the wind commencing at E. b. S. or East and veering to N. E. and North, and its greatest force
being 8.50 Ibs. per square foot. Now, from observations made by upwards of twenty vrssels,'it appears
that a heavy gale took place on the 16th,' 17th, 18th, and 19th, in from 24° S. to 30° S. and 46° E. to
60° E., the S. E. trade-wind gradually veering to East, N. E., &c., till, a,t noon on the 19th, fifteen vessels,
from 54° E. to 83° E. and 15° S. to 23° or 24° S., had Northerly winds, while South of them, the
"wind was from the Southward. • Between the two opposite winds, in 25°. S. and 51° E., a severe gale was
blowing, with a low barometer.



Tho S. E. t.«de then resumed its normal state, the barometer rising. By noon on the 20th, the trade
reigned from at least 34° S. to 15° S. and 40° E. to 90° E., as shewn by the logs of twenty sever*
vessels. At 9J p. м. on the 21st the barometer here stood ah 30 108, with the wind at S E. to East, and
the weather fine. Hut on the 22nd the mercury again bpgan to fall, and it continued falling till, at 3£ p. м»
«m the 25th, it stood Ht 29 856, after which it giadually rose to 30.094 at 9J p. M. on the 28th Now, at
the time the barometer was beginning to go down at Ron Louis the S. E trade on its polar edge, in about
•35° S, and 50° E., was being deflected to an E. N. E. and a N. E wind, and at noon on the 22nd a strong:.
N. E gale was blowing in 37° S. and 48° E., with a low and falling barometer; while, on the equatorial;
bordeis of the trade, in 13° S. and 56° E., there was another locality of stro.ig winds and falling barometer.
By noon on the 23rd the wind, from 23° S. and 80° E. to 40° S and 52° Ë , blew in an extensive
curve, from right to left, or contrary to the motion of the hands of a watch ; and in 38° S and 50° E. a
strong gale prevailed from the Northward, and a few degrees farther West from the Southward At the
same time a strong N. W.ly gale was blowing near Ajjal-ega, with every appearance of the existence of a
cyclone in that quarter. On the 25th at noon similar winds and weather prevailed, the deflected trade,
from 20 ° S. to 40e" S. and 90° E. to 60° E., moving in a semicircle from right to left, in strong gales,
from 30° S. to 40° S , with apparently a cyclone to the N. VVrd. of Mauritius, the wind at Port Louis-
being strong from rtie N. Erd., while at Reunion it was from the S. Erd. The weather then improved and
the trade-windiesumed its usual direction. It would t h u s appear that when the barometer stord high at
Mauritius there was, both to the North and South of the island, on the equatorial and polar borders of the
trade-wind, a locality of lower atmospheric pressure, towards which '.he heavier air began to move: and
accordingly the .barometer fell.

From 9J P.M. on the 28th January to 3J p. M. on the 1st February, the barometer fell from 30.094 to
29.880, the wind being chiefly moderate from E. S Erd and the weather rainy and cloudy ; and the mer-
cury remained below 304)00 till the 10th of February, the wind slowly veering to N. E. and North. Now,
the log-books show that during this peri-id a storm'travelled fnrm about. 10° S. and 70° E. to thn viciniiy
of Tamatave, and also that srtong gales occurred in Southrrn latitudes, especially on the 8th, 9th, and 10th.

The next case of low barometer worthy of remark occurred between the 21st February and the 2nd
March. At 9$ p м on the former day the mercury stood at 30 094, and it fell to 29.888 at 3 J p. M. on the
27th, after which it began to rise. The wind during the whole time was from S. S. E. to East, chiefly from
S. Erd., attaining on the 26th a maximum pressure of 12^ Ibs , per sqiure toot ; and, with the exception
of the 27th, which was overcast and showery, the weather was fine. Now, duiing this period the weather
on the inner borders of the N, W. monsoon and S E. trade, from about 8° 8. to 16° S. and 60° E. to
110° E,, was very stormy, and at least two severe hurricanes were encountered in that locality, both of
which, on the 27th and 28ih, -were raging at the same time, one in 10° to 20° S. and 70° to 80° E.,
and the other in 10« to 20° S. and 100=> to 110° E.

Some days afterwards, tbe mercury again began to go down, and, from 9$ A.M. on the 5th to 4 p м.
•on the 9th March, it fell from 30.044 to 29.864, the wind veering fioin E. S. E. to East, North, and N. W.,
and blowing at times with a force of from 1 to 8 Ibs. Now, this descent of the merciny was coincident with
an advancement of the N. W monsoon to the Southward, and the existence of strong gales to the Northward
•and Westwaid of the island, and also (especially on the 8tb) in 30° to 40° S. and 45° to 55° E.

Nothing remarkable in the barometric oscillations occurred between the 10th and 20th March ; but
from 94 p. м on the latter day to 3£ p. M. on the 27th the mercury again fell from 30.244 to 29.972, the wind
slowly veering from S. E. to East, and in the squalls (from S. E ) on the 23rd, blowing with a force of
71bs. Now, from the 22nd to the 27th/thurricane travelled from about 10° S. and 80° E to 20° S.
and 73s E., and there were signs of another to the N, Wrd. of Mauritius; in fact, the N. W. monsoon
and the trade appear to have been in stormy collision over a great extent of longitude.

During, then, the three months of January, February, and March, the barometer never fell, to the *
extent of even the 10th of an inch, except when a gale or hurricane occurred at sea either on the equatorial
or the polar borders of the trade-wind, or on both ; and, on the other hand, no gale or hurricane occurred
except when the barometer fell.

With regard to the remaining months of the year, an examination of the observations leads in every
instance to the same conclusion ; but there is space for only two or three examples.

From 9e P. M on the 8th to 3| p. м. on the llth June the barometer fell from 30214 to 29.958,
the wind being light from East to N. E. and North, and the weather fine, except on the 10th, when it was
gloomy and showery. Now, during this period heavy gales prevailed on the polar limits of the trade, be-
tween 10° E. and 60° E.

Several instances occurred in July. For example, from the 13th to the 16th, the barometer fell from,
30.308 to 30.120. with the wind light from the S. Erd. and the weather fine ; and on this occasion hard
gales were experienced from 30° to 40° S. and 10° to 50° E.



Again, from the 7th to the 19th August, the barometer fell on three occasions, viz, from 30.350 at
9J A. M. on the 7th to 30.214 at 3$ p. M. on the 9th,— from 30.312 at 9è P м on the lOih to 30.184 at 3$
V. м. on the 12th,— and from 30.424 at 9l

s A M. on the 15ih to 30 222 at Ц p. м in th- 17th ; mid during
thai period terrific gales and hurricanes took place from 30° to 40® S. and »0° to 50° E.

'The September gales, also, in the same localities, were coincident with a falling of tue barometer at
Port Louis.

With respect to these winter gale«, and also the summer gales in the same latitudes, it is pro-
bable that the mercury goes down in consequence of the withdrawal of aif f'om the island and its
neighbourho >d towards the locality where the s'orin is raging; and the atmospheric pressure 1 -s- ; for the
S. E. trade is generally deflected to an East and a N. E. wind, which often extend* over hundreds of mil -s,
and forms (or feed*) the Eastern side of the storm. At all events, so iiivarbble was the coincidence of a
fall of tie b*rom -ter with stro-ig gales in Sou hern latitudes fni'id to Ьч in J u n e and July, that those of
August., September, and October we. e inferred at the time from the state of the barometer and weather.

On the llth of October the barometer fell rather suddenly, standing at 9J p. м on the 10th at 30.312,
end at 9£ p. M. ou the l l t h at 30 25 Í. From 9£ A. M. on the llth to 34 P. M. it fell exactly .100, which
was considerably more than ihe average ; but on the 12th it again began to rise. The weather on the
10th, llth and 12th was gbomv, with the wind from S. E. to Eist. This abrupt fall and lise of the mer-
cury indicated an unusual atmnspheric disturbance ; and it was afterwards ascertained that a severe storm
or hurricane had been experienced on the llth and 12th at the Seychelles. From observations taken on
board of H M. S. V. Oresf.es, (Capt. Gardiner), in Port Victoria, it appears that the wind commenced at
S. E, and at noon of the llth wa* streng from South, from which it veered to S. W. and West by midnight,
iu increasing gales, with very gloomy weather, hard squalls, and much rain. On the 12th, the wind
increased to a heavy storm from W. N. W., hut in the afternoon gradually decreased to a cilm. The baro-
meter fell from 30.040 at noon on the 10th, with the wind at S. Erd., to 29.700 at 11 A M. on the 12th
with ihe wind from W. N. Wrd. On the same days the Mail Steamer Nepaul (»Japt. Curling), from Keu-
nion to Mahe, had S. E.ly gales. At noen on the lOfi, she was шЭ0 38 S. and 57° 5y-=> E., with a
strong breeze from E S. E., cloudy weather, heavy Easterly sea, and barometer at 29.93 ; at noon on the
llth in 5° 32' S (acct ) and 56° 35' E. facet.), with a fresh gale from S. Erd , constant heavy rain, a
very heavy sea, and barometer at 29.78, at noon on the 12th in 5° 19' S. (acct.) and 56 ° 27 E. (acct.), with.
the wind moderating at E, b. N., the spa running high, and the barometer at 29.73; and at noon on the
13th, iu 4s 40' S. and 55° 35' E. (acct.), with a fresh breeze from E. S E., thick rainy weather, a long
Easterly swell, and the barometer at 29.92. The lowest reading of her barometer was 29-40 at 3 A. M. on
the 12th, when the wind was blowing furiously from E. S. E., and ruin falling in torrents. Tue wind did
not pass more than one point to the North of East, returning in the afternoon of the 12th t > S K. This
storm, which appears to have been a rotatory one, travelling to the Westward, on the confines of the trade-
wind, was attended with considerable loss of life and property, chiefly in с msequence of landslips occasioned
by the heavy rains.

From 9| P. м. on the 27th November to 1 A. M. on the 2nd December, the barometer fell from 30.208
to 29.666, and then rose to 30' 120 at 9^ p. м. on the 4th. The wind increased from S. Erd , and on the
morning of the 1st December attained, in the squalls, a maximum pressure of 9j Ibs. per squire foot. In
tho afternoon, it began to haul ti the South, and by 8 A. M. on the 2nd it had veered to West, through the
South, falling light, and then increasing to a fresh ore.eze from W. S. W. On this occasion a revolving
storm travelled from about 10° S. and 75° E. toj&R S. and 66° E at the rate of 10 to 15 miles per hour

A hurricane and strong gales were experienced, also, from the 17th to the 22nd December in from 3°
N. to 12° S. and 80= to 88= E. The barometer at Port Louis fell .0-30 inch.

It would appear that in the Indian Ocean gales and hurricanes, generally, if not always, originate no
the borders of the trade-wind, and that th« barometer is affected at very considerable distances, owing ot
an indraught of air towards the locality of diminished atmospheric pressure, whether that locality be on the
equatorial or polar borders of the trade In the former case the trade, as it approaches its limits towards
the Equator, usually becomes a South and S. W. wind, and in the latter, as it is drawn away to tbe South-
ward, an East, a N. E., and North wind.

C. MELDKUM, A. M.


