
M E S S A G E  
FROM Tmc 

I PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES, 

To the Setlate and IIo~~se of A'epresentntires : 
I transmit herewitli :t letter from the Secretary of State, together witli 

a copy of tlic report, mli i c l i  it illcloses, of' Licnt. MTillitm H. Sclinctze, 
U. S. Xaq-, who was tlesignatd by thc Secretary of the Navy, i n  pur- 
suance of the act OS Congress of March 3 ,  1SS5, malring appropriations 
for the suiit1r~- civil exl)enscs of the Gorernmeiit for the p a r  encliug 
Jnrie 30, ISM, to distribute tliu testimonials of the Government to sub- 
jects of Russia who extended aid to the sni8vivora of the Jeannette Ex- 
doring I<speditiori niirl to the parties clispntched by this C:o\wnment 
tc? .tit1 the said snrrivors. 

 he report is interesting alike to the people of tho United States aud 
to the snbjecta of Riissia; and will bo gratifjing to all wlio appreciated 
t'ie generons ant1 hiiniano action of Congress in providing for tlie testi- , monials. 

GROVER CJJEVELAND. 
i IP XECU'L' IVE 1\2 AN SI0  N , 

Ti'mhi?tgton, Febriictry 1 , 1 SS7. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
VTaslringtoiz, li%bnia.ry 1 , 1857. 

~) the President:  
I have the honor to trausmit, with :I view to its beiug communicated 

' Congress, a copy of the report of Lieut. William EI. Sclinetze, U. S .  
' 

Yw, who was designated by the Secretary of the Navy, in pursuance 
the act of Congress of March 3, 1555, mnbiug spproyriatious for tho 

sundry civil cxpenses of the Govcrninont for tlie year cnding June 30, 
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1886, to distribute the testinrouials therein provided for to aul?jeots of' 
Russia who extended aid to tlia sorsirors of the Jeaunettc Exploriug 
Expedition ailti to tlie parties dispatched by thi3 Government to aid the 
mid sufvivom. 

Lieuten;int Scbuetee proceeded to liussiu Tor the purposes indicated, 
uncler the illstructions of this Ikpsrttncwt, in  July, 1855, and after an 
exccedinglr arduoti~ journey, doring which he seeins t u  bare fully ;to- 
comphhed the object of bis iriinaiou so f;w ;IS IriLcticaLble, returned to 
Washiiigton in 8eptenibor Iiist. 

Respectfiilly ~ubmitted. 
1'. 8'. HAYAEI). 

Liewteizmt &Auetxe to iMr. Rayard. 

WASHI~VGTON, I). O., October 25, 11186. (Received October 29.) 
Srrt: I n  obdierice to -your instructions to me dated Julj 3, 7885, B 

Copy of which is appended, marlted A, 1 beg leave to eubuiit tlie follow- 
ing report of tbe details of iny ~nissioii to Russia and Siberia. 
OD July 8, 1885, I sailed from New Yorlr on tlie steatnsbip Pulds, and 

reached the city of Uromen on the 18th day o f  the sltnio inouth. I there 
called up01i tho American consul, Mr. Lueniug, mid after hnvirrg mado 
arrangemeuts to have the rifks wliioli tbmetl Ijitrt of my baggage 
shipped direct to St. Petersburg, I left fi)r Hamburg ou J u l y  20. Dur- 
i n g  the short journey by rail I wae obliged to deposit the sword, watches, 
and medals whicli I carried with me ill n sealed car while they were in 
tramit' from t h e  free port of Hremeu to the free port of' Earnburg. This 
Was done in order to avoid the opening of the packages for in8pectiOu 
aud probable euatonis charges. 

The next dayty, in oompauy tvitli tlie Ainerican cons~il, Mr. h u g ,  1 
calIed upoii the representative of tliu Iiussian Govwntuent in Bsmbnrj$ 
to make it plau by which Z might pass out of Hamburg aiid through 
Gennarig without inconvenieuce and complications regwdiug custotn- 
dues. After cousultat,iou with the Rumian consul-general I decided Co 
have the boxes containing the preseuts sealed jn accordance with hi8 
suggestioua aud addresued to the minister of' the iuterior, St. Pete&- 
bury. Xu addition 1 carried a letter from him in which theobject of m y  
missiori was stated. l a  this way I avoided uot orily an iuspection of 
my Iuggage upun Iaaving Hamburg, but also dehy upon crossiug tbe 
Ruseian frontier a t  Wirballen. 

On the eveniug of July 28, I reached St. Petersburg. I paid my 
respects to the retiring minister, Mr. Taft, and called also upon Mr. 
Swan, the actirig cousul-general. Later I telegraphed Measrs. Browa 
Shipley & Uo., London, concerning tho funds transferred by lefjtor ab 
Credit for my use. I delivered the letter from the consul-gweml 
Russia a t  Hamburg at the department of the iuterior, and bad t 
boxes containing the pressrite formally turned over to me. 
On August I, 1 receiver1 from Mesers. Brown, Shipley i?ij OO., through 

Baring Brothers, aud the Joint Stock Bank of 8t. PeturdJurg, tb0 
amount with which I was credited in London lesscharges for trau8fer; 
of this amount 1: transferred 10,500 rubles &y letter of' credit to the 
Bank of Siberia in IrkfitBk, 

On August 3, I called upon Mr. Lotbrop, our minister in  Bussia. 
The secretary of' the legation informed me that he had trritten pro- 
dous to my tLrrivd to the foreign oBco fo? the credentiala to  tsxpsdrte 
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my jouiwy. Eowcrer, I was obliged to wait 8 r  \&&&cunients, es- 
pecially rr~?cessar.v irr Siberiit, uutil August 6. 

Upou learuing that General Nassovitclt, governor of Irkutsk, \vas in 
the capital on leave, I called and presented the letter addressed to him 
by you i u  ~cltno~vletlg'ut~iit of the honors piid to the remiiiiis of Lieu- 
teuarit~C'omm~~ider De Loiig a t i d  his cornpauions wliile i n  Trkntslc in 
Drcamber, 1WS. 

On July 31 rny atteritioir h a t 1  beer1 c:tlletl to the anoouncemettt i i i  the 
~ i e w s p i % p ~ ~  of tbe de:t tll of Mi~jor-Ge~~erid George ToIieriidieE, late go\-- 
eruor of Yakutslr, antl I therefore left tlie sword iirtetrded for Itim in the 
cwi4 of' Mr. I d m p ,  :lud iiiforuietl yo11 of uty iiction ant1 the snggesxtious 
of the utiuister coiicerIiiuLr the tlispo.;;il of the sittne. 

1 received tbe expcctetl letter of credcirre fro111 the f'orcigil oflice 
through ATP. Lotbrop, ou tlw eveiiiiig of August 5, :tnd left St.  Peters- 
burg ot 8.30 1). 111. of Augu.;t 6. The f o l l o \ ~ ~ u g  iiooti I arrived at Xos. 
OOW, tjlitl leartied that M. (le Lngrene, forule~ly cOllSUl gencml of F I * ~ ~ I I C ~  
in this oity, h i d  been relieved :iud rotiiriied Iioino. i wtts t l iu beiwer of 
a letter of' tlraiilis to l i i in  for tbe ibttenfi~i  sbon.r) t l~e  Jr~;snaettu's siirviv- 
ors and those officers seut out to coudnct tlio se;ircIi, as w d l  :LS for the 
couspicuous Irouors ~)i~itl by h i m  i r r  the tlihlne of his Cfoverntnent to the 
bodies of the Arctic explorers ou tlieir 1,ass:rge tlirongh Moscow. 

Upon ;I rnap of Europo atid Rsiii appontled, antl rntarketl B, 1 have 
driLwii the tritck of tny journey, i~ rufereiiuu to whiolr mill fiwilitatc the 
tracing of the route as described in this report. 

1 arrived i u  Nisltui Norgorotl 011 August 9. I purclmecl furs and 
mine other articles uecessary for the journey, m i d  mils obliged to wait 
until August 11 for the steamer dowii the Volg;~. On this day I left 
in the Megdaleim, desigtied and built i r r  Nishni Norgorotl by an Ameri- 
call boat-builder from Pittsburgh. She \Vits of the sterit.whee1 type, a 
couuterpart of tho bOiLts plyitig on our Westerit rivm. Her engines 
were of' Gerinan build ; t i id  her speed ~ a t s  slow, The journey to Kizau, 
and thuuce Lip the Kaim to Perrii, W A ~  leugtlieiied oorisiderably owing to 
extrenie low water. l u  soiue pliices muoh work has been done to reyu- 
late aud deepeu tlie chaut~el, and at  all ciifficnlt poiuts signals, aro diu- 
played sho'wing tlie stage of the rrater. It seeins, liowever, that there 
is less mater from year to,year, arid the difficuItios of'iti~~igatiou steadily 
increase owing to the rapid destractiou of the forests. Eqwcial1.v is 
this the case 011 the l h m .  Considerable delay wiw experiericecl by the 
freqnuucy wit11 wiiicli we groundetl ancl tile low sliEeti ofteu uecevsary 
in order to  avoid these accidents. Several times me were compelled to 
anchor diiriug the :tight ou accoiiut of a peculiar dry fog sitid to be very 
C O ~ U I O I ~  on tlie Volga. ltofuse petroleum has 110arly supplanted wood 
a8 steamer file1 in all the Volga boats-estimated to bo about two thou- 
sand in uutuber. 

011 August 3 7 the steamer reiwhed 1'ert.u. I left tlio same eveuiug 
by rail, arriving iu  Ekaterinburg at G 11. m. of the 18th. Prom here t o  
Tiumeu, on the Tura liiver, it  was n e c e s ~ a ~ y  to proceed by wagon ou the 
post.roncl. Tho railroad, Elrsterinburg-Tiumen, was not Set open to 
passenger traffic, though occasionally freight and supply trains were 
sent as ftr as Komaahloff, about half the length of the road, in which 
travelers were allowed to take passage. Tt was said that all which re- 
mained to bo done was the oompletiou of' soiue bridges, but I afterwards 
noLiced in bha irninodiate neighborhood of Tiumen that although the 
road-bed was oomplate, the ties had not p t  been laid. 

This road was opened for tra8Bc on December 6,1885. It joins the 
Ekatorinburg-Perm road, and oompletes the coniiectioii of the water- 
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ways from Nisltni Xovgorod to Totask in Siberia. Wheri the caus~l 
whicli is biiiltliiig between the Yetiisei and the Obi Iiivrre is liuished, 
this short ra i lwy,  Tinincw to Perm, 522 iniles, will be the coiinectiug 
lirik of tlie great mater coiirses of Silirria froiu Irkntslr, i n  theeast, with 
those o f  itiissiib proper, to Nishiii Norgorod, i n  the west. Tiiitueit on 
the Tu1’11, :L tributary of the rrtish, is the eiisterti terrnitius of the rail- 
wily atid the bc~gitiuiiig of tlie Sibcriaii wnter-wriys. 

The whole road, a distance of 315 versts (a vcmt is two-thirds of i i  
statute uiile), W J B  built i n  t,wo i i t td  otte-hJf~c?ars, ;ind wonId hare beeu 
completed sootier h t l  it uot beeti for the uttfil\70rik\)le cliiiiatic couditions. 
Raiti i n  the fall of 18% esproi;~lly retarded its ootul)letioit, As uear as  
citu be learuetl t l i o  cost, inclutling bridges : L I I ~  rolliiig tnateiial, is 41,000 
roubles per vcrst. ’rliere is no t x i l ,  tior o m ,  ttor locotnotivo of foreign 
manuf:tctnre. It mas cotistructetl by tlie Goreriiraient, ant1 tlia cost is 
consitlered to bo tho least [or w l i i c l i  road ciiii be built it] this ~oiintry, 
a cost, as stated above, w l t i o l t  Iias never. beeti (~qualerl i n  uheapness i n  
It ti ssi :I. 

The weather. w a s  
At tiight I 

was coinpelletl to stop in tliu post stntions, as it  vas so tl:wlr that the 
drivers were unable to guide tlic~ horses clear of tito holes and tlitohes. 
Ho\vewr, after 1e:tving I4k;ttwiiiburg \\.ell Lehiud tliu r o ~ d  iriip~oved, 
aucl \vas iii  soiiie placw excelletit uittil neiw Tititneii, wlioii it, eirters the 
Tobolsk goverunrt.iit. Bere it wtts ofteu necessary to walk, [ io  altcw tion 
having been pziitl tlie m i d  critleiitly for rears. 

mer triivcl is by wwtor. 1 enibiirlretl the followitig night, in  i-l stiiall 
steaiiier towing it barge, esl~ecially cottstriictetl for tlie trausport ot coit- 
victs :tud othrr c~xilrs iiito Sibertii. Tlte next crenirtg all passetigers 
mere transforretl to :I Inrpr  xtr;iiner, the rc1gul;tr otic plyitig betweell 
Tiutuen and Toriielc bein:: iiitablu to proceed farther upstream 0 1 1  ac- 
count of the low wibter. Tile travel eastward :it this tirue of tl iu year 
is iuconsiclerable j tliu bulk of paaserigc’r triiffic cousintiiig of Sibtbriau 
txaders, who leave their lionies i u  tlie spriug, ;IS soon a8 ,naviyittioti 
opeus, to make thcir purchases ia Russia, their r i i s i i t  ol,jective poilit bs- 
ing the fair a t  Nishoi Novgoroti, ailti wha return i i i  the fall just before 
navigation ceases. 

We ptbsued Tobobk on Augiwt 24, where a short stop \vas made aud 
8 fresh detaclitnriet of convicts adtietl to that from Tiumen. ~~’ollowing 
down’ tho Irtish, we reeclied the Obi Wednescli~~ eveniiig, tile 26th of 
Augnst. The weather here, i u  62 degrees iiorth latitude, \vas cold, :~ud 
occasionsIly we  ere treated to ;I sno\v-squsll, The country is gener- 
ally flat and nuinteresting. Tho villages are few and scattered. ‘J’he 
untives who wauder in these regious-the Ostiaks-cauie to trade with 
fish tluriug the stops of the steamer for wood, aud were roundly cheated 
by the Tartar peddler8 of oheltp calico arid shawls. These uittives, like 
all t h e  rest in Biberiil, ure very fond of vodka, w i d  prefer it in trade 
€or their fish to anything else, 

During tho trip 1 was invited on board the barge whicli we had iu 
tow by the army o0icer in chtwge. Tlieru were only four irundretl cow 
victs on board, the usual number being seven hundred. Iu this way 
the majority of exiles are sent to Siberia during the summer; of course 
the march eastward on the post-road beginning a t  Tomsk. 

I arrived in Tomsk, distant 2,800 versts frou Tiunieii as I traveled, 
on September 2. I called or1 Vice-Governor and Acting Oovornor Yetu- 
choff, and obtaiued froin him a road-pass, an iudispensable clocamen t 

011 Rugirst 1D I left 151c;t le~’iit lturg by post-wagon. 
Wet, t l ~ e  raids d ~ p ,  ~ ~ g l t ,  : b t t t l  i t p l ~ i ~ t ~ t l y  IIIiciLrtd fbr. 

OU A1Igtlst 21 Tiitmeti WiiS ~ c ~ a ~ l t t d .  k’r0111 IIWC to T o ~ ~ s k  the 8 ~ ~ 1 -  
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On September 16, Dear Hislini Udiusk, 1 inet Dr. Kapello, who was 
returniug to Russia froin Yakutsk, where he had served uiauy years as 
medical director of that district. I delivered to him the letter from yon, 
thaukiiig him for his professioual servi’cces to t h e  survivors of the Jean- 
nette, He had beeu the attending physician of Geiieral Tchernaieff in 
his last iliiiess, arid iutbnned tile tlirtt the latter liatl (lied of cong~stion 
of the lungs on Jnue 12, 1885. 

The weather was now cold, aiid diiriug tlie uight there were frequent 
heavy frosts. 

Ireached Zrlriitsk on September 81, after a jourliey ofsixteen days  from 
Tomsk. Under favorable couditioiis this distsiice of 1,800 versts call 
easily be made iii six or neveu clap, suitim3r or wiiiter. 

A few of the rifles liatf been brokeii in tho stock, owiug to the excess- 
ive jolting over the rough roads, a l though the utmost (tare hail been 
taken in packiug them. Fortuuatelg a capable gun-iiiaker was found, 
who made the repairs iii an eficient manner. 

Owirig to iiiy late arrival :iud to the titnu required to iut~ke the above- 
meutionetl repairs, its well as the purchase of the stores which I was in- 
structed to procure as prrseuts for the natives in tlie north, I ~ i 1 5  con- 
viiiced t ha t  I shoultl i e uii;ible to reach Yakutsk, my iiext objective 
point, before ice &onld make iu the Lena ltiver. 1 therefore decided 
to wait for the 01)eiiiiig of wiutvr trawl. Uoultl I liave started at once 
I shonld probably yet haw liiid time to reach Yakutsk, provided I had 
Dot the inoumbrauce ot Iieavy baggage. AN i t  prored, it wtis necessary 
to trausport, iii adrlitiou, to riiy pernonal baggage, about 1,500 pouude of 
storex. This is alw:ys :I di@oult task except8 i t i  tlte 8p.iiig of the p a r ,  
when adwutage (:i\ii be taketi oftlit. tiuineroun ralts, or oue of the min- 
iiig eottipitiiy’n ntei~111t.rs goiuy dowu-etruam (rlortli) its far as Yakutsk. 
By waiiiiig for tfie wiiiter road only OIIB extra sled ~ ‘ u ( i l d  be required, 
and t h e  u~ipleasaiit certainty of Laving to reiiiitiii in a si i i i i l l  settlemeut 
souiewhere on tlie river uiitil the ice formed avoided. 

I iuforinetl both you and our iiiiiiister a t  St. Putersl)urgof iiig couclu- 
sioti, ant1 8ettled tlowii for ii stay of two woiiths i n  Irkutnk. 

I carefully neleotetl and purcliasrtl all siich pootls aut1 stores for, pres- 
ents which I kiiew by rxlwrieiice could either riot be obtiiiiied or were 
very mucli more costly i i i  Yitkutak. In ~ L I J ~ W P ~  to iiiqniry by tclegrapli, 
I received authority Iroiii you to iocrwae the citiiouiit to \)e expended 
for these presents 

Portuiiately both Mr. Stepiruotf and Mr. Oltttr.lcs Lee Iieppetierl to be 
in Irkutsk, ani1 1 jmseiitetl to tliein the gold tvotclies from the I’resideut, 
in revogriitioii of the aid reiirleretl tlie Jeaiiuette snrvivors aod search 
parties. I nlno clelivered a t  this tima tlie lettersincliaatetl io itix orders 
for GciieraI Givers aiid Rfr. Ihiriitloff,-Iate iii~yor, or golovali, of Irkutsk. 

The goveroor-gciieral of East Siberia, Uouiit A. lgu;itieff, sent in- 
structiotis to the aiitliorities i i i  Yakutsk to render nie a11 official aid 
wliicli I ahoiiltl require riiid i~qutM. 

The tirst N I J O W  fell October 8, aiitl 011 Xovetiibzr 27 I telegraplietl Mr. 
Lothrop of iiiy inteiitioti to leave fur the north tho iiext (lay, hut wibs 
delayed uiiril the Y!Mi ,  owirig to some gross mistakils wliiah liwl beou 
made i n  the oonstructioii of the sleds wliicli I had liatl prepared. o i i  the 
abovtj iiieiitionetl. tlute I left Irkutsk w l i i l u  the itlitid Ntages over the 
n t ~ p ~ ~ e  weru still baru of noow, I’ortorit&dy I I V ~  able to have t h s  
sleds dragged 21s fiLr an Kiitdltifiil without  delay, oud from 1 his  village 
the roiul l i l y  011 the frozeil 11($iii\. Xo souuer had me d r i r u u  011 tliu river 
than there happeuetl what rrright liave proved it very serious accident. 
The ht?:ivy freight sled broke throngli tho ice, nltliougli 1 Iiad been as- 
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sured that  the latter was stroug enough fbr. travel. By the me 0f.a 
force of villa’gers me were able after four hours) work to  extricate the 
sled, and 1 proceeded without  further stop until iiear Vitirnsk, where it 
Was uecessary Lo pass through much siirface or black water, as it; is here 
called, which is very aomrnoti in  the early winter. 

I afterwards f’onnci that  no ciainngo wiis ciLl\sed by these miahaps, as 
great care had been takeu in  paoking the stores. 

The snow was deep and iiubrokeu, as I was the first traveler to go over 
tho winterroad this year. The\veather W R Y  esceptionnlly milcl,but much 
snow fell, niakiug travel difficult anti slow. The usual heavy felt boots 
and fur sleeping bags were riot ueoePsary uatil 1 reached Olekmti, GOO 
versts south of Yakutuk, when the t emperitture became very low, and 
snow-stonus nnd cold nortlerly galea were i~iirtmitt ir ig~ On two occa- 
sions the drivers lost the way at night, isud after much searohiug about 
we were compelled to wit for daylight before we were able to proceed 
On our jourmy, 

Early on the niorniug of Lkceiuber 17 I drove into YakutRk, distant 
2,800 versts from Irkiitsk. Tbe therinouieter marIre&-400 It. &lid the 
d a p  were very short. Snow in tlie north i v m  reported deep, especially 
in the Verchoyansk Moiiritibins. Not loiig before, some offiuia18 on their 
way to Okhotsk were blookncled by the siiow arid obliged to turu back 
to wai t  for a imro favorable opportunity k t e r  iti tbe wiiiter. The post 
froin Irkutsk, thongh i t  Irad leit otte (lax ahead of‘ ine, did not reuoh 
Yakutsk until three days after niy arrival. 

The vice-governor,  id iteting govuriior eince Geiiertil Tcheruaieff’a 
death, Mr. Iliu, placeti two Uossmks a t  my disposal ttnd gave me the 
necessary offloial doci in~ent~ for my journey uortli. lJno of the 00s- 
sacks, Peter Kaliiikin. who had traveled with me in  1882 and 1883, m- 
companied me, ail11 the other, Vasilg Bareskill, t seiit with the transport 
of stores, 1,s it ditfiirent route froiii niine, to Verobopirrulr. 

I’inatlr a contract (appended ; i t i d  inarlred U) with a Yakut trader for 
the deliverx of the stores in Verchoyansk, and deeined it iiecessnry to 
scud Bareskin as u guard, Nitice robberies were freqiieut not only in the 
towrt but also i n  tho irnmetliatn count~-y 111 the north. A train of storex 
intended for it Ltnssiair Arctic: expedition hac\ been attw:lied 8ome titne 
before, looted, and the drivers inurderetl. To Bend tliu transport over 
the 1.egul81- track wit8 out of tlic question, its there were 1iardl.v enough 
reindeer e t  t he  stations for myself and i t t  tendant. 

I had nent instructions froin rrkutslt to Kdinkiu, aiitl lie had, in OOUL- 
pliatico with them, prepared tif~een reindeer sleds, and had at teulled to 
soiiie other prepm&tious for the expedition. Deerskin clothing and furs 
\mr8 difi?cult to obtaiu, owitig to the scwrcity in the Yakutsk fair last 
summer. This was due to the prevalence of sinal1 pox among tho 118- 
tlveu ou the Kolyina, the principal sourco of snpply. f contrived, how- 
ever, to get together a t.olert&ble suit of Arotic clothing, partly old and 
Partly new, consisting of fur-lined jacket, trousers, stoc!kiugs, boots, 
and a kuklariklt, all of reiutleer-skin, tho latter being iu the 8h;tpo of’ R 
l 0 U . g  doiible shirt renching below the kueei, with a hood atttLchod. Re- 
s & ~  these artidus, the nsn:i,l heavy woolen niitlerclothing and stoakiugs, 
rabbit-skin d‘nips” for tlru feet, doable fox s k i n  cap ant1 gloves, and a 
IOllg black squirrel boa completed the outfit. 
I cldded the necesst%ry qiianlityof Atores to be tilkou fur the ii&tiVt.S by 

fhe purchase of tea, tobacco, various iron implerueuts, 8u0h as reindeer 
spear&, knives, :bnd ice picks. Horse-hair used i n  inakiug ~ e t s  was 110t 
Plentiful, and I took all that  could be obtaioed in Yakuhk. Besides, 1 
bollglit here 108 1m11nds of powder frfrotn t h e  Qovernment; store, as 2: was 
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advised that the supply iu Verchoyansk, where I had origiually intended 
to'purchase it, w m  probably very low. 

While i n  YalrutRk 1 delivered at the residence of the vice.goveriior, 
to Uossacks BaieshofY, Kalinkiu, mid Boshedomoff, and the criiniual ex- 
iles Eusma Eremioff, and Yafirn KopbIaiY the medals, QUI), and money, 
as uoted in my instructions. 
In following iristruetioris with regard to the ruouey presents I took 

the dollar as worth 2 roubles, wbioh was rienrly correct aud rendered 
distrjbutiori conveirient. 

The two qqwndeil charts, lutlrked I) aud E, show the positions of 
reindeer sttttious aiid the pavarniaa or cooking-houses, a s the  nhelter 
huts arc called, on the trmk north 900 versts, as far as Verohoyausk. 

On December 31, 1985,I left Yakutsk with five reiudeer sleds, :worn- 
panied by Uos&ck KaIinkiti as iuterpreter of the Yakut language, aud 
cook. The transport l ~ a d  been dispatched on December 22, tlis agree- 
ment beiug for its delivery in  Verclioyansk after tmentg-five days. This 
apparently long tiirre was I I W ~ N S ~ I ' ~ ,  8s it was obliged to pass through 
B wildertiess where there were 110 relays of deer. When inakitig :I long 
journey, distmces of only 40 to 50 vurstv a day c m  be nwomplished 
wth these auiinills to prevent their brenlriug down, 

On January 2, i i i  the eveiiirig, we reached the Aldwn Itioer, 220 versts 
from Yakutsk. A t  IIOOIJ the next day weloft with atri-rlli of eight pock 
horses, having had to wait ncarlj- tweutg.four hours for them, although 
the cice.governor had sent a messenger + O  th i s  point to Iirepclre for my 
journey. The Aldnn is nclually considered the liini t of'travel with horses 
in winter, as supylied by the stations, where threo pttirtr only two kept 
by contract. The traders tr:tveling with their own horses take them aB 
far as Sredrii KoIynisl<. 

To the divide iu the Vcrol~oyanek Mouutaius wbich sepitriltee the Al- 
dari baain on the south from that of the Y a m  011 the uorth the reports 
regarding the exceptionally deep roads were fitlls verified. We were 
compelled to break a path tlie whole distauce of 210 versts. 

The first stage i n  140 versts, tbrougli the narrow valley of the Tuku- 
Iau River, the roouutaiii ranges1 probably 40 versta tkl)ikrt 011 the Aldatl, 
forming a wedge.sbaped valley to  the divide whsro they meet. The path 
is thickly wooded, and at  this time the snow was 6 foet deep ou th level. 
The placo where the two ranges irieet is rtpproprietelj called Auavnrch 
by the natire~, aie;ining 4' iio door:j as one can Ret! n o  011 tIet to the val- 
ley. The only two pavarnias iu  this distance were in a turnbledowrl 
couditioo, haviug been injured by forest tires iii the preceding wnmer.  

Heitvy vtiow wat8 f d -  
ing. W e  proceetlcd from 11e1-e with reindeer a d  ~ p t w t  thenight in Aue- 
surch pavanzia, 20 oersts froiri the divide. ThiB hut was i o  it disgnsting 
condition, a couple of Tunguscwoineii lircvirig been stom.botuit1 here for 
several (lap.  They had used it11 the available tirnbor iusidc the hut 
for fuel, aid had eveii cut, 08 part of the logs which toriirvd the walls of 
the strncture. lye waited for daylight before settiug out to cross the 
ridge, whicli we accaurylished by 3 p. m. at Jattuary 6, i t1 the face of 
a northerly gale, reaching Kengurach in the e\wing. 

The weather uow grew steadily colder. I call at,teutioii to this, for 
afterwards, or RS woapproachetl Vcrcli tymsk, i t  WBR alruost uubearable, 
co~opellii~g a stop at iie~r1.y every ii1b;tbited yourta (native hut) ,  not 
only ou acooiint of ourselves, but more owing to the reindeer, whicb 
suffered visibly tiuriiig the low temperatures. Fortunately these in- 
habited yourtm are iiot far apart as one npprowclies the villnge, Some 
merchaut tritiisports were blocked 011 the road by the uiiov and cold 

On Jaiiuary ti we reached the first deer stntioii. 
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weatttlrer, havjljg lost the  greater part of their reindeer aiid soin0 horses. 
Breathiug was at times ditficult, aud on January 10 and 11 the tempera- 
tii,re san k to-660 (jelsius, corresponding to 86.80 Pahrenhei t, below zero. 
This is the coldest temperature ever observed, and I afterwards had the 
Satisfactiou of establishing it beyoud a doubt by the ngreeineut of the 
thermometers et Verchoyansk, observed by exiles who were furnished 
with instruments by the Central Meteorological Observatory a t  Parlovsk, 
near 8t. Petersbiirg. Verchoganak thus maintained its roputatiou of 

680 Iiorth. 
I arrired H t  Verchojwslr on January 13. I t  required two days to 

mabe t h e  last station of 120 versts, on account of the extremely cold 
weather, deep suow, auci poor couclition of’ the reindeer. The first part 
of the jonrney was uiade in exceptiomally fast time, taking into consid- 
eratioll the fact that I liad five sleds, requiring at  least* fifteen deer, the 
full ouuibrr kept at  the utution. During the latter part I had also the 
fll luck to m e t  e Cossitck r~les~eriger traveliug south with four sleds. 
rlris compelled lorig stops, while the animals were resting after having 
made the double distance of the statiou. Occasiouall,y we had to leave 
tt deer by t h e  roadside, it being uiiable to go on. 

The Yakuti and Larnuti agreed that they had iierer experienced BO 
Cold awiuter, At the last station I left my baggage behiud to be brought 
on later, as it ooulcl not bo seirt along with me. 

The day of m y  arrival in Verchoyansk was the ltuesian New Yearb 
da3. The village was decorated with a few ntttinual flags, whioh’gttve 
it rather a gay appearance i n  my eyes, after thirteen days’ continual 
travel in tlie larch forests. The chief otlicinl of the Verchopansk dis- 
trict, tlie Isprariiick, Mr. Ipatieff, received mo with the greatest cordi- 
ality, atad had quarters prepared for me i n  the goverument house. Hs 
had heard soinc tiuie before of my mission, ikud in expectation of my ar- 
rival had done everything pos~ible to have reindeer iu readiness. Ther 
Were very scarce. Cossacks had been sent to scour the couutry round 
about for 100 versts to impress deer from the ueighboriug Larnuti. 

Early in the wturnn rain had fit11011 i r r  great quantities, which, u p o ~  
freezing, covered with B stmat of ice the sparse grass upon which the 
horses tlepead for food, a i i d  preveutetl the raiiideer from readily getting 
at the inose. Tho hay orop ia Verchoy~nslr had been tb Ililure, and in 
consequence inaiiy cattle end horses perished, and draft auimatls were 
not to be had. ‘l’his same state of affairs existed on the tract to IColymsk. 
TJ’aders aboiidowl tlJ@ir hor8t~s, and bought weak, half-starred reindeer 
et llnusnally high prices, proferring to mako the trial witli these ani- 
mals to get their stores to their deatiiiatioti. Mnuy left part of‘ their 
gootl~ i n  the forests, buildiug rutle huts to protect tbein until opportu- 
1lity should offer in the followiiig sear to exl)c.dite thein. Others had 
80Ut their horses back to aldatn to keep thcui from stiirvhg before half 
the distuuce to Vcrchoyansk liail been i~c~on ip I i~h~(L  TI10 failure of 
the Gorerniiient flor~r traugport to gut through to Sredne IZolpisk gen- 
erally ~ X W ~ I I H  stayation to inany of the people there. 

I t  wna extreiriely cold, 
aud there was uo fodder for 11orsee or cattIe, upon which tlie Yekuti 
al?ost eutirely depend for subslstenco, the staple article of food being 
mllkt and tlreir chief luxury butter. l u  mlditioo to this scurvy wea 
prevalent, from wliich eveu the Ispravnick and the priest of tho village 
s‘ffejl.ed sererely, The inbwbitauts looked pale and emaciated after the 
Beason of dark ness, 

being the 1JOlr of the greatest known cold, dthough its lt%titUde is o d y  

I t  was iiiclced a, hard yrnr for Verchoyatisk. 
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Black rSe flour is very expensive, a8 is everything that is brought from 
Yakutsk, owing to the great difficulties of transportation. The VeF- 
choyansk Mountains arethe great obstacle. Soine political exiles living 
here have made attempts at cultivating the soil during tliu short sum- 
mer, as many trials have been m:ttle before, brit always ending in fililure. 

The track by which I had sent my trausport is free from natural dim- 
Fulties, the water-shed separating the bitsiris of the Tumiwa from the 
Dulgalach River being of low altitude. On the chart niarketl F tlrese 
rivers me shown. The transport hat1 pttsved north through the valley 
of the  Tumara, which falls into the Aldan, itrid came down the Dulga- 
Iech, which empties into the Yana River nesr Verchogansk. The ap- 
pended charts are only sketches. There is not eve11 an approximately 
correct map of Northern Siberia in existeuce. This track will probitbly 
soon be used to t,he exclusion of the oiie over which I had troveled. 
Until within recent years it has only beau kuowu to a few wandering 
Lamuti. The objection to it is the sbsenoe of permanent irihitbitimts. 
To make A wcalled road in  these regions it i p  only necessary to erect a 
Couple of yourtas for station-houses, with I.L few Nhelter huts between 
them, and to fell trees i n  the thickest of the forest to make spacte wide 
enough for a reindeer sled to pass. The trausport arrived on the even- 
ingof Jau1mr.y 14, having h e n  twenty three clays from Yakutsk. There 
were fifteeii sleds. Everything was covered with ice and SOO\V, the 
former due to some surfwe water through which i t  liad been necessary 
to pass. The leather covers bore marks of hart1 knocks against troes 
while paseing through the wildernesa, and the UosuacB$ and driver$ 
bleeding faces showed the eRects of the cold weather to which they had 
been exposed for twenty days, without oven s tent for shelter through- 
o u t  that 'time. When resting tjliey camped dowii around it fire io the 
&now. Heveral sleds Iiad beeii broken ttnd abandoned, being replaced 
by some borrowed from the wandering Lamuti. 

I urged upon the Ispravnick the necessity of despatch in my .journey 
to tlie itortlt, arid h e  exerted 1iimr;elf to gatlier togethek bhe necessary 
number of deer, about forty-five head. The golovah. or principal rm-  
tive oacial, informed rile that it would take eix dags to drive rip the 
ztrrimals. 

I presented Mr. lpatiefl, the Ispravuick, wi th  the gold watctli and 
medal as directed by iiiy instructions, and he gave a11 eveniug euter- 
faitimeut in honor of the event, to which the priest of t h e  village, the 
ahief of thc Cossacks, mid several traders-in fact all the Russians 
here-were iuvited. lie expressed himself tis greatly honored arid 
pleased by thin reward for his services to the Jeannette wrvivors, the 
more 80 a8 it was eutirely unexpected, ant1 rquested me to present his 
tlisiiks for the distinction to our Presidenr. 

Sliysofl, tho viboroe, a nafive offlcial of Verchoysnsk, arrived dnr- 
i n g  my sta.y, anti I clelireretl to h i m  tho silver inedal, rifle, and &ores, 
as specified in instructions. 

On the eveuing of January 21, I started the sleds northwitrd. The 
deer having been driveu up the eveiriiig before had liatl B day's rest. 
This was also necrssarx for the drivers, some of whom, c w h g  from a 
distance of 200 rerfits, liad been severely frost bitten, and Imesentetl a 
generally frozen apprarauce i n  their irteager gariuents. The train was 
to proceed to Kulgarwsumh Statiou, 220 v~rs t s  distant, wheuoe it was 
directed to push ou at once, if possible, 200 versts farther, to Duelaah 
or Tallakuel, the last station coiitracted for by Government, sitnated 
tnear the tree limit on the soatherit edge of the tundra. 
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The hpravnikk iiow expressed his iutentiou of accouipanyiug me as 
far as the latter uatnecl place. I received this aunouuceuient with much 
pleasure, kuowing from previous experience the diificulties to be en- 
countered with SO large a train as the o m  I had in  charge. 

Not deemiug it necessary to retain a special guardsor the stores from 
this village, I paid ofYCosvacL BareHkin, ;iiid gare him tlie fare to return 
to Yalmtsk by post. Re left lor the soutli, taking my rnaiIN, 011 Janu- 
ary 23. 

The Ispravnick waR not rciidy until the ereuiiig of Monday, January 
25, when we left Verc:hoyanak. The aclvuntage of travelingirl company 
with this oficial, the monarch of his district, sooii showed itself, when 
mine of our deer haying given out, he pressed into serGice those of a 
Tu~iguse, whom we chanced to meet. On JRLIUH~J’ 57 wo reached Kul- 
garasurch, where we obtained fresh deer. The trausport had a l ~ o  added 
a i’cw deer to its compluoieut here, and passed on. At a pavurah 190 
versts farther ou we orerhaulcd it. We left early io the morning, go- 
ing on ahead of the otlirr sleds, r~nd i n  the eroning, liaving made 100 
versts, stopped a t  Duelach. 

Negotiation8 to forward the trciiiqjort to Uiiikoff, at tlie casterti mouth 
of the Leua, were at  once entered upon with the kecperof Ihe station, 
.it Yakut n t t u i d  Ivan Strutchakoff, a11 ‘acquuint~uoe of miue who had 
done good \vork in  t~rm~sporting the remnius of De Loug atid rneii iri 
t’he spring ot 1SSP. Be omns about 1,500 reitideer, aud is i l l  faot the 
Crcmus of th is  r’egiou. He WHN averse to uudrrtakiag the journey to 
Buikofl’ direct on account of the uniloubted danger of t h e  route at this 
season of tlie year. The greater part of it lies through treeles8 mouiit- 
aim, and d l  fuel has to be packed 011 the sleds for a distance of 300 
verste. Hetlvx storms are to be expected, and ihere are no shelter hhts 
after leuviiig the tundra However, the presenceof the I~pravnick again 
proved of great V R I U P ,  a i d  Ivan fiiiallyagreetl to think t h e  matter over 
during the night. ln the nioruing be cousented t o  nntlcrtulru the jour- 
ney, lOadiJig the stores on 13 sleds for tlie ‘‘ progou” or rrgu1;ir tare of 3 
kopeaks a verst per dccl. He sliowed a strong desire to go to 13aIuii. 
In this plwe it would be impossible to obtain deer to truiisfer the store4 
the  250 rersts reiuiiitlitlg to Buikof, and the tlistttuce wo~ltl be aousid- 
ernbly greater by tliis eouatlabout way. 

To uhow tlin c:Iiar;wter of tinoh a contract 1 will add thatt I was to give 
Ivan, in addition to his fare, two bricks of tee and thirty 6sh  on his 
arrival in t h e  drltii, As 1 leariirtl from a messenger just iirrivrtl that 
‘there were very few tis11 i n  t h o  iiorth th i s  winter, nucl that tlie peo- 
pit! there were atnrving, I demurred itt the latter part of Iran’s de- 
1naiid, and after several honrs’ argunien t he tinally dispensed with his 
Goatlitioris so far as the tish were coucrrned. He wished very ninch to 
be paid iu  twent~.dollar gold pieccas, with which Iiemade~tcquei~itance in 
1883, when SOUIO of ttie offlcers of the United States steamer Badgers 
had wcasiou for his services. Wheu I told him I had none, he seemed 

ditiitppoi11 tetl. 
tho eveuiug of January 30 tliu trmsport arrived, and being found 

in good condition, was a t  oiice wntou with a fine large set of deer wliioh 
Iv&n h t l  clriveii up. L left ‘the following morning for Balun, the Isprov- 

returuiug to Verohoyaask, ILY I hltd now arrnuged to hnve the 
Stores delivered iit their Bual destinetiou, distant from Zrlrntsk, where I 
hati niatle the purcliases, 4,670 \wets. 
I SOOU overhauled the frcligh t sleds, and me trnreled in corupany. The 

*u?Ldra, or mow-covered plain, which extends all along the uorth cowt 
qfAsia, was covered, as usual, mitth a thin, hard crnst of mow, through 
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whicb deer and sleds broke as the long train slowly passed to the north- 
ward, leaving the last of the low, stunted, and giiarled larch trees, which 
mark the tree limit, behind a t  about 9 a. m. of February 1. 

The suu, very red iu appe~raiice, was visible at  iioou for a short, time, 
its lower limb just skirting the horizon. Late in the afternoon we 
stop~ied at a small shelter hut, orpawarnia, ou the tundra, having made 
50 versts since morning. The air W N S  lieat-y with mist. It was very 
dark, and a fresh wind waR blowlrrg SVIICIJ \re left in  the ~vctniiig. Hav- 
ing brought but a small supply of‘ wood for fuel, it was iiot advieable to 
delay longer. We uow entered the foot-hills of the mountains of t h e  
Lena River, After it short tiime the tlviverv lost tliliir way, not being 
able to see the laudrnarks (the iirouiita,iii peaks) on ii(:couut of the heavy 
mist prevailing. After coosultation I decided to push on, having with 
me the ~taroster, or headman, for my drivel,, wtid ma# considered the ex- 
pert path finder 011 the tundra. Boon we notictecl sp:irks of & &re near 
by, and immediately afterwli,rtls were greeted by the transport drivers, 
who had iiot yet left the pavunraia. We had, 88 i i ~ i i d l  in such cases, 
traveled in a circle, and after sereritl houri4 work returried to the point 
from which we hat1 started. I t  was then conclncled to wait for day. 
light. Our driyer% mistake wa,s ;~ccounted for when we noticed upori 
our return t h a t  the wiucl, tlieir priu @a1 giiide, hael shifted during our 
absence. Upou leaviiig in the inoriiirrg, tlie weittlier lraviiig cleared, 
we saw the circle our slede had dencribetl i n  the 811ow the evening be- 
fore. We made 60 versts through the inouiitains, and shortly before 
reaching the next pavwnia came ou t  again upon the tundra near the 
bottom of the Ray of Borchia. It wa8 obseryed that a large untnber of 
sleds had passed west from the direction of URt Yausk. The road or 
path here forks, oue brauch leading east toward Easatche, on the Yana, 
and the other, by which we had traveled, south towards Verohoyansk. 
There was a high wind prevailing, aiid as it is dangerous to be caught 
i n  a storin or pourga with a small supply of drift.wood, which has to be 
brought from the shores of the Arctic Ocean, distaut 7 vw&, we left, 
after refreshiag ourselves with a pot of tea. The pavarnia is called Tass 
Toinuse, ineauiiig Rock Cape, from the high slate rnountnius which 
here approa41 the coast. 

We parted company with the transport, which was accompanied by 
Iran aud two Tunguse drivers. One of the latter was very muoh 
averse to uudertakiug tho prospectivejourn~~ slrnost dne uorth through 
the iuountains, home distance froin the diores of Borcbia Bay to Bui- 
koB Muese. They hail a sinal1 Ient,lier tcwt for elleltor, aud.went to the 
bay for all tlie driftwood the9 could pack on the sleds without over- 
loading thern. We left them sirigiug their mournful 6ongs, principally 
expre,rsire of regret at  leaving their wives itnd children. 

The road to Uiilun lies through tho lCwraulach Mountain8 for 160 
versts, the latter lialf being greatly dreaded by tlie natives on account 
of the fierceness of’ the storms. They prefer to be canght in a pozcrga 
on theopeu tundra to meeting it in this mountain raiige, where the rein. 
deer are sornetirnes urtable to oross the smooth ice of  the rnmy small 
strsains ereii iu au ordinary gale. 

Eiirly in  t,he inorniug, after cotivitlerable walkiug during the night 
over the divides, we arrived at the Karaulach (black water) pavarni?, 
on a stream of Ihe same name. This liut is situated in oue of the typi- 
cal spurs of the larch fore8t which make ro the north from the tree lim- 
it, iii the shape of a wedge, lining the river banks. There was a large 
nuinber of sleds here whose track we hat1 soen a t  Ttiss Tumuse. They 
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were on their wvay froiii Kasatotie to Buliin, to fetch rye flour froin tlie 
latter poiut for lhe Government store t b t  the former. 

A large qn:intitj: of flour is occasionally drifted clown the Lens to 
BuIuu, where the natives mar purc11:tse i t  a t  the cost price in  Yakutsk. 
The flour is, however, pritnilrily intentletl i is  11 reserve food supply to 
ward oft' the frcqueiitlg occurring fairtines in this part of the woilil. 

My drivers here turued back, our tiew acquaiiitances agreeiug to take 
us to Bulun. We trnvelecl fast for 50 x-ersts through the naked volleys, 
but just twlbqe reaching tlib next pavaruin, Ebertne~i, struck heavy soft 
snow through which the deer coultl hardly drag the sleds. This hu t  
being brokeii down and aft'ordittg little dielter f'roni a high wiud which 
had arisen, we cleteiinined to make for iI II,~W h u t  30 rerlits distant. 
After tidouucleiiug abont in tlie stinw from (i p. ni .  nntil 4 a. in., we suc- 
ceeded, by walking the whole distance, in reaching tlie shelter of Tal- 
lachvach pavarnia, whwe we reinrtined uutil daylight. Tho witid blew 
fiercely, but, \,ciiig froni tho east ~ i i d  on our backs, it did not interfere 
seriously with o w  progrew. 'l'lie snow was exceptionally deep, soft, 
aiid drifting. nnd to iuake intitters w o r m  it continued to fall all clay. 
Notwitlistancling this iinl)ecliment, our tleer bring good, we reaclietl 
Bulun ~IJ- :i p. In., February 4, wliere the bright fire i n  the !/oto.ta of the 
Govarninent writer sooii thawed us out. However, we dit1 not fail to 
t h i n k  of the hart1 time our trimsport was Iiitviup (luring tlie storm. 

Fortuirately Constantiue Muxaploff, a native, the second officer of the 
district and an Hcqurcinttlnce of iniue, was here. Ile hail arrived a few 
days before froin Tuinat, his  home, a t  the northern nioutli of the Lena. 

B~liiti was i t1 II sorry state. The reports I liar1 lienrtl concerning the 
scarcity of fish, wliicli constitute, it may be said, the only food tff the 
natives, were confirnieil. There were about 150 poutls of flour (pond = 
36 pounds) ou h ~ n t l ,  but tlie gor:tlah, the lientl of  the local government, 
had goiie to his home, 300 versts u p  river. In his tbbsence no one 
dared to opou the stor&oiise, although some were seriously thinkiug of 
doing so. M w ~  of the natives were ablu to get ib meal of fish orilg once 
in three or four ClilJs. At Buikoff the catch in October, November, and 
early December, the principal fishing season, had been a complete fail- 
nre. Uonseqiieiitlg fish could not he bought; aut1 ibS ltlost O f  tho na- 
tives in  Bulun deprnd upon Uuikotf, the suff'ering was greii t. I should 
have purchased tlour here, as A present, for the people of' Zeeniovia- 
lach, but it could neither be obtaiued iior transported. 

Affairs in Tiiniatt were better. Two hundred reiudeer had been 
speared in the autumn,  and the fish-catch, though not plentiful, had 
been suRcieut for the people residiug there. 

A uumber of Y : h t i  from Yakutsk were spending the winter in the 
north, where they usually cheat the natives out of their fish by trade, 
aud haring no nets, were simply a burden on the regular inhabitants. 

There WAS only one trader here, and he was enga,ged in the hopeless 
task of trying to collect debts. 

During the summer months severid aayulces or large boats drift dowu 
the Lena lZiver froin Yalrutsk. Some of these, carrying the traders and 
their wares, remain uutil spring, when they t8rack back with the furs and 
malurnotli tnsks which they have obtained iu trade; others slmply pro- 
peed to .Bulun and Rumachsurk for the  purpose of catching and purohas- 
W fish from the natives during the summer. They leave Yekutsk with 
the river ice ill the beginning ofJune,nncl return iu the fall. Privileges 
are sold to these mon in the neighborhood of Bulun and further north 
bY the !oca1 government, and many of the natives are engaged for this 
work. The traders, tiowever, usually recover all the wages by trading 
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vodka, and hence these natiT-eA, liaving worked all suminer, are pocket- 
less at'tbe end of the tieason, and depend upon charity and a big fish- 
oatch at Buikoff in the beginniug of the winter. This catch had been & 
failure, as above stated, aud as a consequence want and starvation pre- 
vailed in Bulun amoug all the inhabitants, except the very few frugal 
and thrifty one$ who had buried a snfioieut quautitg in the summer to 
keap them during the long winter moutl~n. 

The Cossack matritel or overseer, to wborn I liud delivered au order 
from the Isprttvnick to fhpare for my journey to BuikoE, h i d  the deer 
ready ou the 6th day of February, wlien I lete Bulun. The road down 
the Lena was excellent, but the deer, rerx poor. The weather was 
markedly w m n w  than i n  tlie neighborhood of Verchoyausk. The thar- 
inoxueter marked -410 C. Coiist:intiue Muxaploff accompanied rde on 
this journey. Near Kiiuiachsurk we stopped the uext morning in  a 
T u u ~ u s o  but, where we were to get a change of' reindeer. I sent Con- 
stantine for I r ~ n  Au~rossoE, oue of the men to wliorn I WiLS to  deliver 
8 medal, i n  order that he might :~ccompany me to BuikoE. Tho wind 
increased to a heavy gale from the Routhward and westward, the pre- 
vaiIing tlirectioii of all heavy gales during the winter, and I was storm- 
bound until February 10. Ivan Androssoff appeared soou after my ar- 
rival, wearing the silver medal bestowed upon liiui by tlie EEmperor in 
1883 for tlie same reason that he was sl)out to be presented by me with 
a gold medal from the President, viz, his having succored Seainen Nin- 
demann and Noros at the huts of Bulcour. (See clisrt'of delta.) As 
wrong versions of t h i s  incident lmre fouud their way iuto print, it is 
perhaps not improper to here relate tho story BY told by Androssoft' 
himself and coufirmcd by MuxnploE and Ssviu,.two of the men who 
were traveling with him at the time. Ivan is very fond of relating the 
Story, and even during m y  risit could be induced to tell it almost daily, 
the natives gathering about him and appareutly woudering at his tale 
as much now as when they first heard it. Among the Yakuti there are 
certain ones with a knack for story-telling. These professional yarn- 
spinners form about the only attraction at an ereniiig entertainment, 
if we except the ubiquitous g/~aman--phgsician, priest, and clairvoyant 
of these people-in whose invocations they have much faith aud whom 
they still fear, notwitlistaiiding the warfare made iipou him by the XUS- 
sian priests. 

lvan says that wheu the Jeannette survivors landed in thedelta in the 
fall of IS81 he happened to bo iu tlle village of Hitach, uear the northern 
point of the delta, Nicolai Vinakuroff, who lived i n  Eumachsurlr, was 
also thore t with his reindrer. Uonstan tiue Muxaploff, the Claudidat 
Goiovah, Alexai Atskassoff, tho Staroster of Tumat! aud Tsrras Savin, 
the Staroster of one of the western districtsl were obliged to go to BdUn 
to the yearly meeting of all the nativn officials. They wished, however, 
to wait and proceed later with the dog sleds to Buikoff, and thence by 
Eumachsurk, passing to the southward of Bulconr, to thoir destination. 
Nicolai urged them to accompany him, as hs had autllcieut deer for all. 
This, after much hesitation, they agreed to do, and proceeded directly 
south accompanied by Ivan. When they reached a hut not far from 
Matray (Mathias) they noticed footprints in the snow which had been 
made by Nindemaxln and Noros on their famous march south. Not 
knowing what  to make of these unusual marks in this part of the delta, 
they proceeded on their journey without attempting to discover the 
oause of them, Their path here left the river and led through the mount- 
taiiis, where moss for the deer was plentiful. Audrossoff was sent by 
Alexai Atskassoff'to the hute of Bulcour to fetch an ice-pick and fish- 



LIEUTENANT SCHUETZE'S MISSION. 15 

nets left there during thesummer fi&ingseasori, while theot6er:spitched 
their tent near a little stream 10 versts froin where it empties iuto the 
Lena at Bulcour. Ivan went directly to the store-home where he knew 
the implements had been'left, noticing a t  the time smoke issuing from 
the top of the noigliboring hut ,  or urassa. Ee sitw no footpriuts in the 
snow, and not being itble.to account for this strange condition of agairs, 
there beiiig no sleds, deer, or dogs about, his first impulse was to flee. 
But, after makiug  irep para ti on, by crossing himself several times, lie sum- 
moned suflicient courage to open the little door of the hut, where htt 
was met by Peindeinauu, with ritlc i i t  hnutl. Very much frighterted bg; 
this apparition, ;IS he says, his oiily thought, after Nindeinauii had 
coaxed him inside, was to keep his way of retruat opeu, especially a8 
h e  obsexved that NOI'OH wits trying t,o out it offby gettiug between him 
and the door. He understood iiotliing tit all of what the two seamen 
were trying to expltriu to ltiiu by nigu l;iilguage, except that they were 
Iiungry. His object then was to suii~mon his cori~panio~is. Biodetnann 
and Noros, not beiug able to understand his auxiety to leave, after much 
opposition perinittod hiin to (lo this, uot, howeror, until he ltatl offered 
to  give up some of his fur cIothing as a sigu of good intent. Verj7 soon 
Ooustantine atid Tarras Savin returned with liitu, and the atarviug men 
were made as comfortable as was possible nuder the (3'  ,mu i n ~ t a  ticos. 

80 Ivan coucliidcs, and Muxaploff agrees with him, that for all the 
rewards they have received from both their own Gorernrneut and our@* 
they ought to bu and are primarily thaukful to old Nicolai Vinekuro$ 
to  whose persistency in urging tliem to accompany him south they owe 
their prosent good fortune, and Nindomann and Noros undoubtedly 
their lives. Nicolai Vinakuroff, for whom also I had ii medal, rifle, an4 
various other presents, had died, and  I therefore sent for his wife, and 
809, aud made iuquires to satisfy m~self pf this native's death. The 
son accompauied rue to the delta. 

The hut in which I lived was very crovrdoti. Not oii1.y were the buuks 
Occupied, some by whole families, but at night all available space on 
the floor was used. The fish-nets in the Lena could not be visited be- 
cause of' the prevailing storm, end here, too, there were long and loud 
COmplaiuts of scarcity of food. No fishat Buiko$ was the textalwap 
enlarged upon. I n  fact, the whole da9 was spent iit relating stories of 
W a u t ,  in smoking, aiid in eating. Had I not been forced to remain 
several days, or had I piinply stopped to get frosh deer, I should prob- 
ably haw left with the impression that these people were truly suffering- 
To be sure theg were not living in clover, aud having only a few deer 
could ill afford to kill one, for a Tuuguse without reindeer is next door 
to starvation, as then he canpot even go in searoh of food. But to 
show how easily strangers are and have been misled I trarlsoribe from 
my notes an account of the meals of' nne day, as carefully jotted down 
at the time. 
, I will interpolate b~ saying that we have a11 had our syppatbies 
aroused by statements that these people are often during ftimiues coin- 
Pellgd to resort to wood for food. Now, the fact is that careless observ- 
ers have simply been imposed upon, or they have jumped at  conclusion& 
mlthout caring or perhaps being able to make luquines, aud because 

thought that a statement of these views would make a heartrend- 
Ing page for their books, and by inference show what a distroseiug time 
they themselves must have had among, such surroundiugs. Wood in [I 
certgin form is a most common and constant article of diet on the Lena 
atlver all along the north cdrtst and in the immediate neighborhood of 
Yakutsk, in fact wherever the Yakut resides. North of Verehoyansk, 
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except in a few sheltered vallegs, it lnay be stid there is no other wood 
than the larch, and for miles south of the tree-limit itbsolutely no other. 
The natives eat it because they like it. Eveu when fish are plentiful 
i t  usually forms part of the evening meal, as tlie tiiaiiy cleanly-stripped 
larch logs tiear every hut testify. They know by exlwrience th :~ t  the 
fact of their eating wood arouses the sympathies of strangers, and 
shrewdly use i t  to excite pity and to obtain a gift of tea and tobacco. 
They scrape off the tliiolc lagers ituniediately urider the bark of a log, 
and ohoppiug it fine mix it, with  snow. It is then boiled in a kettle. 
Sometimes a little fish-roe is mixed with it, aiid fartner south cow’s milk 
or butter. X have often seen it eaten without ;mything atlclitional, 
though 8s in  the present iristarice there was :tppareiitly onoiigh other 
food 011 hanil. 

In the morniug they h ; d  tea, aud immediately tLfterwartIs boiled reiu-l 
deer meat j later rye flour boiled iu water. About noon tea and fish. 
At 4 p. m. raw frozen fi811 and tea. A t  8 p. tu., boiled fish ; and just 
before turniug in for the night, about 10 clock, a wood stew, as described 
above, with w1iic.h a Iittle fish was inixecl. The latter is called butzcgae, 
and is either bun. Irutuqm or tit Bxtugae, pine or larch, according to the 
wood nsed. 

My host w m  not prosperous, for undoubtedly food w w  not as pleu- 
tifnl as usual. lie was unable to sell tish weighiug froai four to fire 
pounds each for one to threo rnbles a hundred, as he generally did, 
delivering them at  Kninachsurk for that price, after transporting them 
150 versts. When the natives have euough fish, tea, and tobacco they 
wish for nothing else. I hare asked them, would they not like to go 
where food was easier to get-for instance toyakutsk-and their iuvari- 
able dnswer was, (( No, there is no place like BuikoEf, and we would dio 
if taken away froin here.” . 

On li‘ebruilry 10, the wind havitig golie down, we left at IlOOD, fOllOW- 
ing the iisuaI road through the mountailis to the riortheast. Tho party, 
besides the Coss,zck and myself, consisted of Muxaploff, Ivan Anclross- 
off, Vi~iakuroff~a son, and a rascall~-looking Yakiit from Yakutsk, one 
of the blessiugs bestowed on this regiou by the Russian Meteorological 
Expedition of 1582-%4. Several of the workmen employed by Lieuten- 
an t  Piirgens in bringiiig his barges down the river haverernaiued here, 
finding it envier to live by trading for fish than by working in Yakutsk. 

We at first foollowed a sindl creek for 20 versts, the bed of which was 
cerj- roclry,:md correspondingly hard on the sleds. After that we 
passed through :t comparatively wide valley, literally bare of snow for 
long stretches. Later, while on the tundrn, clear of the mountailis, me 
found good traveling. About 8 p. m. we stopped at  a pavarnia, 110 
versts from our starting point, but were glad to leave in a couple of 
hours, as it was full of now aud exceedingly smoky. From here we 
crossed a bay 40 verstcis to Buikoff, and after waiting back of the sillage 
until the dogs could be secured, to prevent their attacking our deer, 
put tip in agourta. about 3 a. m. of February 11. 

I was now on the ground where part of the  presents sent by our Gov- 
ernment wea to be distributed, distrant, as 1 had traveled, 12,384 versts 
from St. Peteraburg. 

Nothing bad been heard of the transport, and of course I had not ex, 
pected to ffnd it here, owing to the severe storms which had prevailed 
for nearly a week. 

I had an opportunity of perifring the reports concerning the failure 
of the fish catch. The people were wretchedly poor, and living upou 
the few Ash they took daily from the nets. 
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Tbe ordinary fishing places had been fruitlessly tried, and the nets 
were set 10 to 20 versts awayfrorn the villages of BuikoE, Zeemovialach 
and Arrnella. The great inajority of the men, having ~iofood for their 
dogs, visited their nets, whenever the meatlier permitted, on foot, going 
out in the moruiug tind rvttirniaff latv in the evening, frostibitten and 
covered with ice. The  dog^ were beiug fed every other day with the 
heads ant1  bones, only that sniall part of the fish the natives could not 
eat themselves, arid were consequently unfit €or work. There were only 
a few regular delta natives here; but iive huts were occupied by the 
Yakuti from Yakuthk, al,ove rel+rred to, who were naturally also suf- 
fering instead of making the profitable bargains they had expected. 

Fish were running about two or three to a net, and were just about 
sufficient to keep tho wolf from the door when hauled every day. 

This unusnal work at the time wlieii the sun reappears, the stormiest 
season, was an additional source of complaint. Ordiriarily there is lit- 
tle effort to take tish then, the necessary supp1.y for food and trddiug 
purposes liaring been caught in the late fall. The dogs being unfit for 
work, the traps for taking the ice fox could not he visited. In  fact, ev- 
erything here depends upon the fish supply. . It usually happens, the 
natives insist, t h t  when a wir i tw is exceptionally tempestuous the fish 
do not r1in well, but, on the other hand, the ice fox always appears in 
large numbers. Tlip scarcity of fish this year they ascribe i ~ l s o  to the 
preseuce in the sumuier of the biZq,m (great white sturgeon), which as- 
cended the river as Far as Siclrtach, south of Bulun. 

I n  view of the extreme want on every hand i t  will appear that a more 
fortunate time for the delivery of our Governnieut’s bounty could not 
have been selected. 

On the annexed chart of the delta all tho places referred to in this 
report are marlted. 

I had heard with regret, aiid now by investigation estnblished the fact, 
that one of the traders who has his wiriter headquarters in Easatche, 
on the river Yana, had nianaged to deprive the natives of certain shot- 
guns which had been presented to them by Lieutenant Harbar, United 
States Navy, for Lieutenant Danenhower, in 1882. I n  one casehe had 
taken a, gun worth, perhaps, 80 roubles in Irkutsk for a debt of 11 row 
bles. This trader, a Yakntiuized individual, has a passion for buying 
everything of foreign make, or anything unusual in this part of the 
world, especially watches and breech-loading rifles. I afterwards met 
him, and learned that partly owing to this weakness he had become 
bankrupt, there being no market for his accumulated store of curiosities, 
a8 he called it. 

high court of justice to iuvesti- 
gate certain rumors regarding stores of fish in  possession of the strange 
yakuti who, it mas said, had traded for them early in the autumn, when 
all looked bright for the usual run and were now holding tlietn for 8 
rising market. A search was made but revealed only a very few fish 
in each storehouse. Ealiukin employed the time while we were waiting 
for the transport in delivering lectures to the natives ou the subject of 
thqir permitting the traders to cheat them out of their fish and furs, and 
thus prepared them for a, talk I had with the leading men afterward 
regarding the disposal of the presents I was about to give them. 
I sent for Vasily Robrowsky, known as Kulgarch, and also Offanasi 

Bobrowsky, commonly called Ohumohor or Tumat. They live iu the 
?illage Of Arrue. After a short conversation with them and Constan- 

it became apparent that i t  would be impossible to transport that 
part of the stores intended for Tumat or Eitach this winter, or even to 

Constantine organized himself into 

18. Ex. 131-2 



18 LIEUTENANT SCHUETZE'S MISSION. 

raise sufljcieiit dogs fur Kaliukin arid ~nyself to visit that place. There 
were dog*, in  fact too many. Titking Vssily's as specimens, I readily 
understood that it woiiltl not do to attempt a loug journey with tliem- 
Vasily ltinist?lf had been t o  Tuiiiat early iii the wason for fish, but re. 
turning empt,y-Iiandrtl hat1 lost hdf  of his dogs froui starvatiou. After 
the custom:irg long tu l l r  it \vi is agreed to send one 111a11 with six selected 
animals to Bit;iaii  to iuforiu the people there of w,v arrivd, a~icl, if pos- 
sible, have the 1e:ttliug men come to Zeeuiovialech. Vmilg theit left 
for home aud stwt out: of his  sons as the messenger, giving hini six dogs 
and eighteen fish for the jonrtiey. I rrlncbutl,y oonseritcd to this ar- 
rangement. Nothing more could bo done. I considered that I 1iAd 
beer1 sent here to relieve i i r  a u1e:Lsure the \vaiits aud burdens of this 
people atnd not to increase thein. If dogs conld hare been hiid, say for 
four s l ~ d s ,  arid couuting only tell for :I L ~ B I I I ,  i t  would require a t  least 
forty fish daily to fecd them in their presriit condition. If  trareliug 
well in three d i y . s  to Turnat the tish nredetl would amount to two hun- 
dred arid forty, tiot ~oct~nntitig for tlelay by storms. This numlwr would 
feed an ordinary iistive family for forty days. Be,uides, tbere would un- 
doubtedly be coiuplaiuts itfterward, to which the natives lean at  :dl times, 
of my haviug l i d  their sniall supply of food when I knew they were 
on sliort ratioiis. In addition they needed the fc'ow dogs still able to 
work to visit their nets when this had uot, as in tlie niaJoritg of' cases, 
to be done oti foot. After weighing all this, iiiid i n  view of their most 
positive assertioirs of iml)ei~Iing starvation, U ~ O I J  whioli fiu1,joct they 
are, however, al\vags iuclirted to ex:~ggeratioii, I mi>de tlie arr:iltgemcnts 
above allutled lo. 

On February I2 my  host visited liis nets afoot, and came back in the 
eveuinrr with the forlorn report that he had hauled three nets without 
findincone tiski. 

Nicolai Diakanoft mentioned in my instrnctiaus, had died of small- 
pox in 188-1. His widow and her son-visited u1e aucl consented to give 
me the use of their hu t  as so011 as I v ~ K ~  arrived, when I would make 
Zeemovialach the headquarters for the distribution of all the presents. 
Spiridon, an old acquain tnnce from Arrue, elso called. He was to be sent 
with t h e  stnrostn, or head man, to Kumachsurk, to order reindeer to be 
brought here for my return journey. 

About 7 p. ni. of' tlie 13th,  Ivan Strutchakoff came iuto the hut and 
was received with great pleasure. He reported having left the trans- 
port in good condition 10 verstsaway,fearitig for his deer at  uight should 
he suddenly come apou the dogs irr the village. I thereupon sout tt man 
to Zetmovialech to J ~ ~ L V O  sleds seiit over the next dag. 

Ivan had had a tryiug jouruey. Heavy gales had detained him at 
Karaulach River near Tass Tumuse, until three days before his arrival. 
He had made 90 versts the last day, There was very little m o w  in the 
mountaim, but 8 largeuiitnber of wild reiudeer, of which hu brought, US 
m e  as a yecimen. His tent waa blown down every time he sot it up, 
and fiually the three drivers rolled themselr~s up in i t aud  thus weathered 
the gale. One of the drivers almost gave up. They experieiicetl great 
difficulty in finding the reititleer. after tho blow, because the drifting 
snow had obliterated the trail, rendering it nearly impossible to trace 
the scattered animals. 

On February 13 we had fine weather. Two meu were sent to the trans- 
port to assist in catching the deer, which was more than usually trouble- 
some, as this was tho firtit time the animals had had a good opportunity 
to feed since leaving Tass Tumuse. Pour sleds, 8 miserably weak dogs 
to each, came over from Beemovialach aud Arruo. After wo had given 
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UP the transport for the day, it arrived a t  0 1). in. Evergtliiug seemed 
in  good condition except the Tunguse drivers, who were severely frost- 
bitten i u  face and hands, There was a general laugh by the riatives at. 
their appearance, and especially t h e  one who had during the storm 
considered his case hopeless was the object of a great, deal of ridicule. 

I sent four light loads of stores to Zeemovialach, to Ohagre’s hut, in 
the owning, it beiug very dark and the dogs in poor condition. Dur- 
ing the iiight it begtin blowing again froin soiith\v;iril and westward. 

About noon on Fel)ruary 14 I crossed to Zeentovialacli, taking one  
hour and a half to make tho distencu of 3 to 4 iniles, and packed over 
the rest (JF tho ntoren on fi \‘e slcds. 
. I settled dowii iii Ohape’s  hnt, which was w r y  clean and neat in  
comparison with all other huts I had occupied. The widow and her  
two SOUS were the only other occtt1>iLnts besides ICdinkiu,  OolWaLitine, 
antl mjsdf. Even two copper ltettles were kept bright, n mark of un- 
known cleanliness in this ])art of the world. There were only ten fish 
on band, atid while i l l  the delta L refrained from pnrc1i;tsng any, though 
five mere given to r n ~  duriiig m y  stay. My provisious mliile i n  the north 
consisted of reindeer meat, fish, eatou eitlier boiled or m m ,  black bread, 
antl tea. 

The remainder oftlie stores did not arrive until evening, the wind 
blowing furionsIy from the southward and westwtwd, nnd I had begun 
to foar tliat the drivers had lost their way. 

M y  iustructions, so far as the) related to the Lelia delta, required me 
to distribute certaiu medals, guirs, and stores to ~peci6ed persons wh@ 
were living in the three villages of Zeemoviahch, Arriie, and Kitach, 
and in one of the villagee of the west deltd. 1 m s  further directed to 
make a general distribution of stores to rill the inhabitants of the first 
three villages. By referring to the chert of the delta the position of 
these places will readily bo understood. (Ohart appended, and marked 

The natives in winter live in three localities, viz, in the villages 
knosn as Buikoff or Turnuse, Zeemovidach, and Arrue or Arruella, all 
being frequently grouped together under tho iiauie of Builroff; near t h e  
mouth of the northern brniiches of the Lena, in Unluri, Kitach, and 
Borchia, these three being comprised under the name of Tumat; and 
a t  or near the mouths of the western branches of the liver in Turrach, 
Arrue, and Yangalach, frequently spoken of togethe: under the title of 
Arrue. On the opposite side of the rivw to Kitach IS the now deserted 
village of Sagaslyr, marked prornineutly on all the charts of the delta. 
The villages in the west at the time of my visit were alniost deserted, aa 
the fishing grounds have been nearly worthless for years. 

In 18Y5 water flooded the ice in the delta on J u n e  22, and on July 
2 the river was clear. 

Ice formed ou September 17, and tho first natives crossed from Bni- 
koff to Zeemovielach on October 8. 

The average thickness of ice at the mouth of the river is 8 feet. 
The inhabitants of this region have organized local government, and 

their abiding places are as permanent and well known as any pe0pIe:S 1n 
world. Their aiicestors have always lived here so far as the natlpe6 

t.hW.nselves llatye heard. They are vieited yearly by the Russian priest 
living in Bulun, and freqLiently by the Oossack overseer, who lives in 
bh@ Wdme village, and by traders traveling here in winter. The district, 
wbl(h extends for hundreds of niiles up the river! known as the SlLigansk 
uh@, i8 presided over by a native official called golovah, with assisPants 
such as Uandidat 8olova;F, and PiBorne. The uluss is divided into dis- 

I?.) 
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trictR, having for a cbbf a man entitltbd Staroster, whose assistants are 
starskinas. Of thew last-uamed tlivisioris there we three in the delta, 
as indicated by the three localities described above. 

The Sbigantjk ulzr.~s is one of the part* of the Verchoywsk Okrzlg, or 
circuit, at tlio liead of which is the Isl)ravuiclc. 

I think proper to irirntion this orgauizatiou in this connection i n  order 
to give a clc~nr nirders:aucling of tho graeral character ittid cotidition of 
the delta native&, eq)ecially as it  has been said t lM t h e  existence of 
8ome of the villages was entirely unlrnown to the Russian Government 
previous to their discovery by some of' the  survivors of' the Jeannette. 
Furthermore, W P  h a w  been told that the natives knew of no such place 
as Sagast,vr, when, i t i  fact, tho &ito of' the village is plaiuly nt:uked by 
several dihpitlatrd huts ou th#e river opposite Kitach. 

TheI~pravnick visits each uluss once a year. When he is not present 
the golovah is the chief oficial. 

The Golovali, Umdidat, Golovah, Vi\~orne, Stir roster, Starshina, and 
even the native who tias charge of the issue of the Gorerninent flour, 
and ktiomu by the Teutonic title of Wwhter, are elected directly or indi- 
rectly by the itrhabitaiits of the place or places concerned. 

I n  other worth, these natives are not the wild, untamed childreu of 
mature, as is often snpposrd, but are ordinary, every.day Yakuti, or half 
Tungixsi, doubtless not so cunning and shrewd as their brothers farther 
South, but not by any nieans iniioceutofthe weaknessesof liulnm nature 
as taiight them by R yearly contact FI jtb cjviljmtion. 

The Shigauslc uluas is the poorest of all io the Verchoysiisk o k v q ,  
though it  is the richest in tlie principal cornrnodity of the uatives, 
namely, fish. Transportation from Yaltutsk costs rtlmost nothing in 
the summer, by river, The fact of Bulun, the princ$al village, being 
within such easy reach of Yaktkutsk, explains the apparent kinomaly. 
The great Lena, instead of being B blessing to the people in the north, 
is the came of their great, poverty when compared with other parts of 
northeast Siberia for if i t  cheapens the traders' articles somewhat, i t  
also brings 'anumber of traders with vodka, who, when they leave in the 
fall, leave the natives nothing. 

I n  order to thoroughly and sptematically carry out rug iustructions, 
I proceeded to make a list, includiug every hut  in the villages, and the 
names of natives in each hut, as well as the number of members of each 
family. Taking this list (which is appended and marked G )  as a basis, 
I could intelligently and impartially distribute the stores after the spec- 
itied presents had been delivered. I also made careful inquiry as to 
all changes of residence since 1882 and 1888, and was able to place 
several families aud individuals who had, however, simply moved from 
one village to another, none having left the delta. 

Since my last visit nearly 40 per cent. of the delta inhabitants had 
died of small.pox, introduced by a trader from Buluu in the minter of 
188344. 

A t  5 p. M. of Sunday, February 21, during i~ heavy gale from south- 
ward and westward, four sleds arrived from Tninat, and brought Inno- 
kenti Shumiloff, the starostsr of Tumat, Tarras Savin, Michael Mordov. 
skoi, Nicolai Bobrowsky, Uonstantine's son, and the son of Alexai At8- 
kassoff. Alexai was very ill and unable to msks the journey. They 
had come from their home in three days. Mordovskoi had lost five 
dogs on the road, and the remainder was abandoned here, being unfit 
.to return. 

I now finished the list of inhabitants referred to above, so far &L3 r e  
lated to Tumat, with the assistance of the contingent juet arrived. 
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We had unpacked the stores, finding everything in excellent condi- 
tion, and having arranged them in an orderly manuer in the unoccu- 
pied bunks, our domicile n o r  had the appearance of a first-class coun- 
try store. 

The next day, Febriiary 22, the hut having been thoroughly cleaned 
up for tho ceremony, 8 small teblo was covered with a many.colored 
shawl, upon which were arranged the medals, money, presents, flints, 
and steels, &c. Beside the table, au improvised gun-rack contained 
the rifles. Those who were to receive medals, having arrayed them- 
selves in a iieighboriug hut in their best clothes, soon made their a p  
pearance, all looking very grave, and decorated with the medals bc- 
stowed upon them in 1883 by His Imperial Majesty, the Emperor of all 
the Iiussias. They wereVasily Bobrowsky, Affinaseff Bobrowsky, Ivan 
Androssoe, Constsutine MuxaploE, Tarras Savin, and Michael Mor- 
dovskoi. While they stood in a row before the small table I addressed 
them through iriy Cossack, conveying to them the thanks of the Presi- 
dent and people of the United States for the humane services they had 
rendered the survivors of the Jeaunette and their efforts in searching for 
the lost of the unfortunate Arctic expedition, ilupreased upon them the 
necessity of always succoriog people iu distress, of whatever uatioual- 
lty, and, in coticIusiou, gave them sotno good advice. to prevent if possi- 
ble the disposal of any of the atores to the traders, saying that only 
Such had been sent them as we kuew by.experience would be of great 
use and a source of comfort. 

I.$alinkin pinned ou the medals and explaiiied the inscriptions, and 1 
gave to each the snni of' money as uoted in r n ~  instructions, tho gun, 
ax, flint and Rteel, flannel, horse-h>ir, &c. Afterprds  they arranged 
themselves in front of the images of saints, plaoeti in every hut above 
the bertlin, and gave thanks to God for their good fortuue, frequeutly 
making the sign of the cross, ktieeliug and bowing till their foreheads 
touched tho floor. 

They all thanked me personally, assuring me at  the same time that. 
they would never part mitli mything wliich they had received from the 
Arnericari s. 

Kalinkin and I spent tl in rest of the dag in prepilring the presenta 
intended for Tumet, The tnen were very aiixious to return as soon as  
possible, haviiig only a few fish left for their dogs, and, of course, not 
being ahle to obtain any here. Iu rriltking up the packages for each. 
faruilg m y  list proved of grwltt service. The buudles were thoroughly 
SeCuPdd aud SeiIlPd, and distributed to. the sleds for delivery. The 
natives marked tliem with 1,eculiitr signs, auil were thus able to identify 
the different part:eIa. 

To AtskassoFs soli I delivered the medal :iud otlier presents for his 
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The gun for Karannai I gave to Gabrielle Pachim, a native of Zee- 
movialach. Here the survivors of the Jeannette had lived about forty 
days. Gabrielle had been very highly spoken of by Lieut. John W. 
Daneuhower. By giving t,lie gun to this Inan I inado a satisfitctory 
distributiou of these useful weapons iu the villages of the delta, via : 
Three guns  in Tumat, two in Arrue, two in Beernovialsch, and one 
goin5 to the West Delta. 

Afianasi Bobrowslry is the only one surviving of the three men who 
found mid rescued the  officers and ineu of’ the Jeau~iette’s whaleboat, 
when they were waudering :tbout lost in the delta. Both Karanuai, as 
above stilted, aiid F‘eodor Serauoff died of small.pox iu the winter of 
I883 to 1884. 

1 Iiatl bullets cast, autl instructed the natives in the use of t,heir rifles, 
with which i t  is a satisfaction to say they iuade excellent practice, and 
will undoubtedly greatly iricreese their game lists in  the coming sum- 
mer mid fall, 
On February 24 the stores were divided for the inhabitants of Zee- 

anovialacli and Arrue, not forgetting those in BuikoB or Tuinuse who 
formerly lived Iicire. 

Duriug the i’~1re110011 all tlie leading inon wine into i i i y  hut to offer their 
formal thanks fur our Government’s bounty, and those froin Tuinat to 
bid me good-bj e.  

The spokesiii;in said : 
We send our tli.iiik8 to your Prexicleiit :tiid his people, tlie Airierioaris, of \zhoin w e  

’beard tlie first t i r i i i t  when t h e  CI’UR‘ of tho .Je:mnette ciime iuto oiir laid. WI* cauuot 
write, :&lid then.li)rt, ask you tospeuk for us ti110 clrlivw our tm%:~ges of theiik~. We 
a8lr you to be tbv bearer of our expressiouH of gratitiidc. I3vi.11 our  childreds chil- 
dreu will  benefit by the piesolits J’OU have brocigbt 118, ttud for rii:uiy y e r m  the 8torJ’ 
.of your Iiatiou’s liberality autl Itintlnow wil l  lie rehted ~~iiii)iig onr people. We IIO\Y 
know \That forcigiiiw mtr,  and wi l l  l in t  fbiir tliwi. We will spre:irl the uews every. 
where, east and \ \r .~t ,  along the  coast, so 1 L a t  all ex~ieditiouu, all who may rtwli our 
land in want, ma) bo asuisted. Mauy 
were starving, ant1 your iintioii  ha^ wilt  111 worythiiig we ueed. 

And tlieu, Rfter many inole R S S L I ~ ~ I I C C S  of gratitude from all, the Tu- 
mat 1)eople bid me farewelll. 

I t  may br: saitl that it blew iucess:intly from ~o~fl imarcl  aiid westward 
during iny s t ; y  at Zec~niovi;tlach. TIN! old men airtl W O I I I ~ I I ,  RS they were 
al lecl  iuto the hut to  receive their s h r w  of presents, were guided 
iby loiig thouga stretched from hu t  to hut. The other three yourtas in  
rtba ‘village were overcrowtled 1 ) ~  natives who 11ad come frorii Arrrie and 
5uiko8. Oiie Piikut war lost while tisliiug, but was found after two 
tdays’ search. A woiiian who rentur‘ccl out alone iir tlia eveiiing to cross 
to  her houie, about I1:iIf it mile tlistiiut, was I‘ountI early in  tlre iiioriiirig 
about 5 riiiles beyoiid her hut, lying in  the suow, waiting for daylight, 
wider tlie irnprrssion that slie had not gouc fiw euough. 

A. peculiar instance of their. superstition occurred about this time. 
A u  old Y;hut was fiuppowctl to be tljing one oreiiing in tlie 
Pachioi, who caine over i i i i d  aslietl C:oustmtiiie to h a w  the 
moved. No onc living in a bot whero a death occurs IS pcri 
visit his fish-nets uutil tlw new moou, sitw 1)y doiiig so all tliefi 
be driveu away. A H  Pachiin hilt1 110 store of fish, i t  was of course ueces- 
aary tor liirii to  h;tul his iiets mhenc~~t~r  Iiossible. Uence, very iiaturall~, 
be had dccitletl objectioiis to keeping tho strliiigcr who was so near dis- 
solution i i i  his house. Owiug to the IiigIi wind, Cotistautine directed 
the  removal to lie poritpoi~cd till iuorniiig, when the sick tuwi was trans- 
fer red to :I house wliere wome~i oiily lived. 

We wero 111 dire want, e~pcoially tliitr yunr. . 
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On FebruarF 26 we heard that fifteen reindeer for us had arrived at 
h i l to f f .  The men had only succeeded in reaching us by lashing three 
sleds abreast to keep the wind from sweepiug tlieiu a m y .  Deer were 
reported plentiful at Bdun,  bclouging principally to traders. 

February 27 was calm, but, as usual when there was 110 wind, the hut 
W a s  unbearably smoky. 

At uoon, amid t.xpressious of profuse thaiiks from the assembled Til- 
hgers, we left Zeemovialach on dog sleds for Buikofl. Tho reindeer had 
arrived about foiir dags ago, but were sciitteretl during the hist blow, so 
that oiily fire out of fifteen could be found. 

Suntlay, the 28th, wtts the finest day I experieuced i n  the delta. The 
temperature mils coiupari~tively mild, sui1 bright in a clear sky, and ab- 
solutely no wind. 

Spiridoii arrived from Kuinachsurk, to vliich place, it may be remem- 
bered, he liad accompanied the sturoster to arrange concerniug deer for 
my re~urii jouruey. Iie liacl a woful tale to relate. He was covered with 
dir t  aud soot, and was severely-frost bitten. IU short, he said that 011 his 
returu journey, orettaken on theLena by the storni,he\vas unable to find 
thepava,rnia oti Tass tirrue, and mas obliged to burrow into a snon'-bmik, 
where he 1iLx fur three (lays. After tliis tinw he  m:inaged to reach tho 
pavurnin, but on unh i td~ i~ ig  the dogs the wintl c;irrid a m y  his sled, and 
he was unable to find it. IIeweathered the gale i i r  thegavurnia,aud ar- 
rived to-dag 0 1 1  suiall sled, w ~ i i o t ~  he hat1 n i ~ d o  with his knife, having 
108t sereu dogs by starvation, and his ax, clothiug, aiid fish, with his 
sled. 

Haviug mailagetl to get ten of our deer, \TO started for Buluu in  tho 
after~ioou. I v m  left Buikofl-' at the-srlnie tiitie for his hoitie At l )~Id:bCh,  
haviug bren storin-lwiind for two wec~lis. We lost our w i ~ y  duriug tho 
night, but were set, right so011 iilter by four Tangnsi, who were 0 1 1  their 
way to Builroff to try to get ~ o m e  food. Our deer were w r y  l\7ei%lC, and 
early the next inoriiing me ht't two that \VC'I*U uiiiible to work. 13efore 
gettiug clvnr ofthe t u n d m ,  silt1 just bcforci Re entcred t h e  lWllUtitiIIS, \VO 
were treattat1 for thcj Iwst time to We 
lay by uutil i t  blew over, losing I six liours. 

At  6 1). U I .  wu replaced some of the deer a t  a hiit, on the Lena where 
the widow of Nicol;ii VitlakurofI' mas livfiig, aiitl iLbotlt inidnight got ib 
relay 20 rersts sonth of Kuuiaclisurlc. 

Ou March 2 the weather was cold hut fiue, ant1 I reiiched Buluu a t  
noon. 

The following is a list of thosc spcciitlIx rewarded, in addition to  the 
muiw intlicatcd in nig iustruotioiis : 

Ivan  ~ortutiggiii ~ l l ~ l  wife ; ttiey rendered services cluring the search 
for De Long ~ n d  coinpa~~ioiis, i i i it l  though a t  the time rrsideut in BUlun, 
Were ta1rt.n to Rass K a i t i b  i o  awist in various wars. 

Nicolai ~obi*ows~cy ; I I C  liver1 forinc~r~y i n  tlie west tlibttn, but is now 
a reside~~t ,of  Iiitaoli, :ind \vas etnl)lo~-etl as dog driver duriug the search. 

Vasily Portnilggill, u o \ ~  livirig new Kii~n:~cL~wurli, W H S  dog driver on 
severel occasio1~8, a(:(:oml,i~rlyin;: the senrch parties and transported fish 
froin Builtoff to Kass KartiL. 

Cfregor'i &lcIriu]iss was (log driver :it the ~jeginniug or the senrch :it 

I n  Bulun 1 found several pwsotis aiisions to supply 1nc1 vith reindeer. 
The anilr1als belol1ged to tradeiqs wlio  wcre atill i o  wiiiter quarters a t  
~ ~ S n t c h e .  

+!I t l ~ e  c!hief me11 of ttla Sliijiansk U Z M S  were iiow :tNsembled here 
waltlng for tho Iq)1a\ylick in 0 1  der to Iiave tlioir.j*carly cOl~sU~t~t~OIl~ .  

soiitiierly gale fair tigainst UY. 

I<i1rt:l, i l l l t l  lives i n  the west c M t : i .  
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I caused the government writer to execute a document in mliich the 
head men of the delta acknowledged the receipt of everything I had de- 
livered to them, affixing their seals in l i ~ ? ~  of siguatures. This receipt, 
as well as all the others for presents, is submitted with this report. 
Among those to whom I was instructed to  deliver A medal, guu, &c., 
appears the name of Peter Arrara, a Tchuckcliee Staroster, living mar 
Aliiicha, on the Indighirka River. When I WAS in Verchoyansk, the 
isprmuick liad sent a letter to Kolymsk, aud orie to Alaicha by a Cos- 
Back, who left with the post for the north before my doliarture for the 
Lens Delta. The fornier letter coutaiurd orders for Arrara to proceed 
home slionld h e  be in Kolymslr, whcrc he goes yearly to trade. 

To carry out this part of iiiy instructions,it became iiecessary to t m d  
eastward to Kasatchc, 550 versts, ant1 thenco to .\l;iic\i;b, it village on 
the Lndighirkit River, 750 vrrsts directly east of Kauatcho. My Cossack, 
K~l ink iu ,  had met Arrara OIL the Kolgina and kuciw th:Lt he lived not 
far from Alsicli:~. 

On the 3d of' March I left BuIun, following tlie road leading to Ver- 
choyansk as far as  Tass Tu use, wlicre, as prerioiisly Stitred, i t  forks, 
 on^ bratioh lgirig to the ea. Y twartl arid t l io  other to the sontli\varci; I 
speak of roads. b u t  they are simply rootrs intlic:atc.(l by slirlter huts  ir- 
regnlarlr distriluted on the tundra. Travc.ling wa?i better than 8 mouth 
ago, as the SIIOW wits psoked. 

0 1 1  March the 4th 1 met five traders goiiig to Bulun, iind 011 the 5th 
reached TiLss Tuitiuse. The severe wc>ather OF wiuter wi\s 1)asSecl, aud 
hereafter, although occasioual Ig rxpericlncirig low teiiipc~r:ttnres, travel 
was not positir*oly u~rcoiofortable. Ivari with Itis ciupty transport tr&n 
had arrived just before us, five days from l3uikotl'. Towards evening 
we started eastward across tlie turrcr'ru. It wa8 a clear Iiigbt, but there 
way uo moori. Haviug sepnrated from nry other slctls, after proceeding 
20 versts, I riotioetl that my driver. had lost h i s  wily, mid W ~ H  \vi+uder- 
ing aimlessly about, first going iiortli and then west. I set him :L course 
by the stars, knowiug the riext pavuriziu, 60 versts awij, to bear south- 
east. He reluctantly consented to follow m j 7  clireotious, but after pro- 
ceeding R short dist;irice, 110 again became bewildered, stid the d e w  be. 
ing worried by the coustunt change of'tlirectiou, h y  dowu. We waited 
until daylight. when after 8ome si~:trcl~ing about, we found sled tracks 
and i'ollo\ving thein rrachcd tlie puvarniu. Kaliiikin's driver h i d   SO 
beeu eutirely adrift. Fortouatoly Ivan on his way to Kwbtche came 
along aut1 joiuiiip him,  the Uosriack reached our resting place shor~ly 
before I did. This pavarnia lies iu it miL11  valley thickly wooded and 
is called 1)agsrur.n. 

By 6 p. rn. we hat1 nisttle 60 wrsts uiore, and then sent our deer back 
to Bulun. After rualiirig YO versts farther we reached Masirn Boltouoff's 
on tho Omaloi ltiver, 80 vcrsts from where i t  empties iiito tho bay of 
Borchia. I h c e  to KAsatche the tIisttLnce is IGO versts. Not fitr from 
Maxim's we passed a l i n t  callccl Batter Ueracb, and after I estiiig a short 
time iu the t v u t  of' a Tuiigtise, who was fishing here in  a stria11 lake, I 
reached IZmatche ciir1.y in  tlie nioriiirig of Maroli 7. 

I hat1 the p1c;tsur.e of nieti'ting Dr. Alexander Bung@, of the Eussian 
imperial navy', ~ h o ~ n  X had met iu tlie Lena IMta in 1883, when lie was 
cine of the officers a t  the ineteorological station itt SagSastyr. Ho and 
Baron Toll had .been in Kas;ttolre all wiuter preparing t'or an expetlition 
to the New Siberian Zslaiitls i u  the spring. They had passed a comforta- 
bla s in te r  ii i  the govcriimeiit lionse or hut, whioli had been enlarged for 
them. Here they lircd with two Uossaolis, surrouuded by natural his- 
tory specimens Whk4 they liad collected during the summer in the Yam 
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Valley. They had followed the Yam, toget,her with its largest tribu- 
taries, from its source to the Arctic Ocean. Among their most prized 
specimens were several niountain sheep, plentiful in this part of Siberia, 
of which there is but one exemplar in the museum in St. Petersburg, 
and the skull of a niuslr ox, said to be the first traceaof this animal 
ever found iu Asia. 

Kasatche is a village on the Lower Yam, in which reside the families 
Of five or six Russian or half-breed traders. I t  contains a small church, 
and a priest lives here. The traders generally leare i n  the spring for 
Bulun axid Ynkutsk. In tho fall, having disposed of their furs and 
marnniotli tusks aiid laid in a supply of stores for trading, they returu 
to Hulun, and as soon as snow falls proceed to Kasatche, in which place 
and the iminediate vicinity they spend tho winter gathering principally 
lce-fox skins. Theyrarely visit the Lena Delta now, owing to the poverty 
Prevailing there. In the summer ECssatche is practically deserted. 

Ust Yausb, marked 011 the charts, is 30 versts iiorth, but nom boasts 
of half a dozen yourtas only. 

satives had not visited the New Siberiau Islands to gather matntnoth 
tusks for seveu or eight pa r s  until 1883, when a trader sent three or 
fpllr men over for this purpose. Since then two unavailing searches 
have been made for them. The Liakoff Islands are visited yearly, the 
i l w g  gatlierers crossiilg to thein i u  the spriug aud returning in October 
Or November to the mainland. These islands, so rich in manmoth re- 
maius, have given rise to a saying that they rest OLI mammoth tusks. 

Olle of tlte objects of the Sussiau expedition was to find a perfectly 
Preserved specimeii of the mammoth, and a t  the time of my visit &u'on 
Toll had so far sticcceded in  overcoming the prejudices or whatever cauges 
the natives to deny all knowledge.of the wliereabouts of these 'WY' In- 
terestiug remains, that he had iliduced a Tunguse to point out to him 
the looality where twenty years previous he had removed the tusks 
froln one burictl in the bank of a river about 200 rersts to the south- 
ward and eastward of Kasatche. 

1 was most hospitably treated by Dr. Bunge and Baron Toll, as well 
as by the~l%nssiati traders, and had tlie pleasure of reading the latest 
newspapers froin Itussia, a Cossack having brought the expedition's 
mail from Verchoyansk. 

The chief iiati\re of%cial, in accordance with instructions bo had re- 
ceived froin Ispravniuk Ipatieff, had takeu steps to have reindeer pro- 
Pared for Ine dong the route to the ewtward, aud ou the evelliug of 
h r c h  13, I left Rasatche for Alaicha. 1 trareled over the tundra, stop- 
ping to chaugcj deer wllenever we came upon natives J V ~ O  live near the 
tree limit. 

After a very rapid journey, during which the weather was perfect, I 
rW:lled Alaiclia early in the morning of March 17. 

!he  vill,pe cnilsists of fire or six lints aud a chapel. I was received 
bY the priest, the only liussiau living liere, with .great cordiality, and 
aoorl made the iiecessary preparations Sor continuing my journey, lealT- 
Ing w tlle eveulng of the day of my arrival. Sixty versts from Alaioha, 
about mi(l11ightl we came upou a large cam[) of tile Pubhiria, who are 
uSUallp foulltl in tile neighborliood of the ludighirlra, althougl~ tbey are 
nomads as well as the Tunguvi and Lamuti. 
. After procuring fresll reindeer MW started in  search of Arrara, whom 
It Was lny mission to find at his home on the tundra. I took w i t h  1110 
the chiof of the Yukahiri as interpreter for t l iu  Tchuckchee lauguago, 
and in arldition five others accompanied ine, i n  order, as they afterwards 
8aid, to get, a good look at the American when d i ~ y  should brOak 



26 LIEUTENANT SCHIJETZE’S MISSION. 

The weather was very cold, and although Arrara frequently changed 
his camp to get fresh feeding grounds for his five or six thousand rein- 
deer, we succeeded in finding his resting place about noon, 120 versts 
from Alsichn, being attracted by his herd, which I at  first mistook for 
the forest marlfing the tree limit to the southward. 

Arrnra’s son received me. I learned that his father had gone to 
Bredne Kolymsk to trade and had sent a message home to the effeeot 
tha t  he Lad met the Cossack mail-carrier €rom Verchoyansk, who had 
informed him of my mission. However, lie had concluded that I was 
mistakeu in the name, as he had never sreii itti Arnericari, arid could 
not therefore understand why the Anieriw~iis slionld wish to  recom. 
pense him. I 

Arrara is the only native of those rewarded by the Governmeut whom 
I had never seen. The fact of’ his living so far froin the Leila Delta, 
taken in connection with his assertion of never haviiig wcen :in Ameri. 
can, made me conclude to search the recortlq in Yakutslr npon rny re- 
turn south, before turuing over at least the guu and medal wliicli had 
been designated for him. I remc.ruk>eretl baviiig traiialateil a letter for 
General Tcheruaieff in the year 1853, in which l ie  euumcri~ted the 
names ?f the natives who had been rcxwrded by ttie Rnssiitrt Emperor. 
Among these was that of Arrma for services rendercid the search party 
from the United States steamer Rodgers. I left d l  the stores, such as 
clothing, ax, knife, powder and lead, I hail intended for him, biit took 
the medal and gun  with me to YiLkUtHk, 

March 18 I spent in the tent of’ Arrara:being feasted with dried rein- 
deer tongue, ukala, or sniolced fish, arid raw frozen marrow, the greatest 
luxury o f  Northern Siberith. My observations let1 me to corifirm the 
statemeuts I had heard coiicernitig the superiority of the Tchuclcchee 
teut over that of the Lamuti or Tungusi. The latter build tbeiir fires 
in the middle of the teut. The smoke e~ca~ping slowly at the top com- 
pels one to lie dowu or to freqrxeutly Reek the fresh air outside to aroid 
suffocatiou. On the other liand, the Tchuckcheo tent is a muoh larger 
one, in which the fire for cooking is built near tlie eutrance, the opposite 
side containing it room or closed pquarr teut made of reindeer &kin with 
the hair tiirned to the inside. It is heated by a sinal1 l i tmp with a 1110S8 
wick fed by reiudeer fat, to a temperature of a Turkish I)ath. By liv- 
i n g  in this inside structure the Tchuckchee saws his Right, whef eas 
airlong the other uativcs referred to one rarely meets old people who 
are not Ruff’ering with sore eyes, if they are not, as is frequently the 
case, totally blind. 

Arrara miiy btlr said to be the advance guard of the Tchuckcliees in 
the west. Ye bas beer] on the Iudighirka only ten years, haviug lived 
previously to the eaNt of the K o I ~ ~ u ~ I ~ .  

At  noon on the 19th of March I was back in Alaicha and left for the 
west the next morning. 

n March 28 I arrived at Rasatche, baving visited Baron Toll a t  the 
“mammoth plnce” a little to the southward of the track learlingtto tbe 
Yana. He had built a couple of hut8 for himself and Yakut workinen, 
and was digging iuto the  bauk of a mal l  river i n  search of the m a w  
moth reported to have been discovered twenty years ago, 8s referred to 
above. Much to my disappoinfment no traces had been found at tbe 
time of my visit, but I was glad to learu afterm:irds in  Yakutsk that 
the search had been siicceRRfuI anti that a rare cotitribution to science 
had been the reward of tlie Baron’s energy and enthusiasm. 

I refnaiued in Kasatcho until Saturday, April 3, detained principallJ’ 
by storniy weether. After a fair jouruey I reaclied Verchoyansk ou tbe 
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the report. He died in the spring of 1884, of small-pox, at a time when 
he was daily expecting permission to return to his home in the south. 

I furnished Governor Svitlitsky with the names of all who had been 
given medals. as i t  was necessary to write to St. Petersburg to obtain 
the consent of the Government before they could be worn. Letters re- 
ferring to this matter are appended. 

The governor permitted me to take copies OS all papers relatiug to 
the case of Peter Arrara, These are also joiiied to this report. From 
these i t  appears that Arrara had volunteered in  1882 to deliver mail to 
Lieutenants Berry and Runt, of the United States sttwier Xodgers. 
The post arrived a t  Sredne Kolpinsk after t ime  oflicers had started on 
their search toward the Leua delta. In fowarding the package it was 
necessary to travel by reindeer about 1.000 miles. Wliether the mail 
was ever received by Lieutenaiit Eerry I was unable to ascertain. 

I turned over the incdal and gnn for Armm to tlie governor, who 
W ~ P  to seiid them to the ispravnick of Kol~.nisk for deli\ err. 

The ice broke in the Lena on May 25, and 011 tho 29th of the mouth. 
the river was clear enough for navigation, though travel by post-boat 
towed by liorses was impracticable on account of tlie high stage of the 
water. 

A small &teamer arrived in Yaltutsk June. 1, and on the 6th I left for 
Irkutsk, having finished my work in tlie north. After a very slow and 
tedious trip I reached Vitiin 011 June B, and there took passage in one 
of the steamers of a gold-miniug company to Omaloi, a post-station on 
the Lena near Ust  Knt, mheIe, owing to the low water, i t  bename nec- 
essary to travel in a sinal1 open boat as  far as Gigaloa. 

The gorcruor-general of East Siberia, Count Jguatieff, was on his 
way north on a tour of irispection. I niet him at a post-siation, and, 
aftw takirig formal leave of his Highness, continued my journey. I 
reaalied Irkqtsk, the capital of East Siberia, 011 Julg 4, and reported my 
arrival by telegraph to the American minister in Russia. 

1 remained in Irkutsk a week to rest and procure a wagon, the one I 
had left hero in the Fall of 1885 being unfit for use. 

I started west OD July  11, but in Krasuoyarsk the post-wagon which 
had been presented to me in Irkutsk was disabled, and I was obliged 
to purchase another here. I arrived in Tomsk on Ju ly  21, and after 
spending fire day8 in ascertaining the wheraabouts of Mr. Joachim 
Groenbeck, left for Tara, a town on the Irtish River, whence Mr. Groen- 
beck had telegraphed me, wid where he W ~ N  employed by a steamship 
compauy. Tara does riot lie on the regular post-road, and I used free 
horses, as  they are oalled, furiiished by peasants at pout rates in the 
villages along the route. 

Mr. Groenbeck was not a t  home at the time of m y  arrival. On Nou- 
clay, August 2, he returned, aut1 after presenting him the silver medal 
from the President I left for Tiurnen, reaching this town, the termiuus 
of the railway, on the Friday following. Helice my jouruey was corn. 
fortable aud rapid to St. Potersburg, where 1 had t h e  pleasure of ar- 
riving 011 August 16. 

Mr. Tliornaru. late interpreter for th6 Jeannettu search parties, had 
written mu, arid 1 was daily expectiiig him iu St. l’c+tersburg. As be 
had not arrived when I was ready to leave, I tunied over the money, 
600 rubles, assigned him as  a present, to our minister, Mr. Lothrop, 
and tookmeasures to have Mr. Thorunni call for i t  there. 

Geueral HalpokoffskY 
was on leave in Russia when Ipassed through the goverument of Omsk, 
West Siberia. I had been unabIe to ascertain the whereabouts of Mr* 

General AJJuchin was absent from the cqJital. 
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de Lagrend, late consul-general of France in Moscow. Mr. Lothrop 
therefore kindly consented to undertake the delivery of the three let- 
ters Of thanks for these officials. 
I left St. Petersburg on August 30, and after visitjug Berlin, sailed 

from Hamburg, where I waited one meek for a steamer, for New York 
on September 12, arrsiving in Washington OIL Snndaty, Septeniber 56. 
h Conclusion, I would call the attolition of the Department to the aid 

extended to nie hy the authorities in Siberia, kithout whose assistance 
th(+ tiiue of my journeg WOUM have been considerabl~~ prolonged. 
I have tlie honor to be, sir, with great respect, your obedient servaut, 

W. ,H. SGEIUETZE, 
Lieuteiiant, United, States Navy. 

The SECRETARY OF STATE. 

In closures. 
A.-Copy of instructions. 
B.-Track chart of Enrope and Asia. 
D.-Track chart fiom boundary of Verchoynuslr district to Yalrotsk. 
E.-'l'rnck chart from bonudary of Verchoyaulrlr district to village of Verchoyauslc. 
F.-Chart of Leun Delta, Siberia. 
G.-List of names of uatives in Lena Delta, Siberia, rowarcled 117 TJuited States 

N.--~abie of distances. 
O.-Tablo of 'teuiperstnres, Verclioyauglr, December, 1884, and January mid Feb- 

P.-Licit of stores distributed ainoug native8 in Lena Delta, Siberia. 
NoTE.-Tlie incloeiirelr lettered C, H, I, I<, L, M, and R, beiug in the Russirm Ian- 

Govern uicut. 

ruary, 1~85. 

guage, are oini t tcd. 

A. 
DICPIRTMENT OF STATE, 

Waahittgton, July 3, 1885. 
Lieut. WILLIAM H. SCIIUETZI, U. S. N. : 
SIR : The President of the United States, in accordance with the suggestions Of the 

&ecretary of the Navy, recornrnendcd Congress by a special message of Jallllar~ 27, 
1885, to authorize him to bcstow testimonials npon those offlcers and subjects of the  
R l 1 s S h  Governnient who extended aid and comfort to tho survivors of the Jeannette 
b t l o  exploring expedition, and assistance to  the parties dis atched by the United 

Government to relieve and siiccor the said survivors, a n i  tqconvey to GOO- 
ernment and people of Russia an expression of tlie high appreciation 1n whioh the 
aovernment and people of the Uuited States hold the humane services so rendered. 

Iu accordanoe with this advice, Con 1888, on the 3d March last, voted a sum Of 
for the abovc purpose, and this fkpartment, on the 6th April, requested the 

secretary of the Navy to detail a competelit offlcer to t,ske chnrge of the presents to 
be sent to Russia, and to persoilally dcliver them, with the thaulrs of the President 
and People of ttie United St%tes to the omciala UUCI citizeus in  question. 

In  complianoe wit,h this request,, tho. Secretay of !lie Navy has desieuat'ed got1 to 
ha~'e charge of the purohase of the articles whlch this Government proposes to send to benefactors of the survivors of the ill-starred Jcannetto expedition, and to con- 
vey the saule to Siberia for distribution, and to report to this Department for orders. 
YOU am, therefore, liereby instructed to proceed without iindtle delay, and by the 

most expeditious and available route, to Russian Siberia and deliver to the goverpor 
Of Yakutsk the letter of this Departineut addressed to hini (sud the aooompaWng 

and to the other of&ials in Yakntsk, Irkutsk, Tomsk, and Omsk t!e)etterS, 
?atcheS medals, and prosentci 8s desoribed iu the licit which accompanlerf thls InStrUC- 
tlon, and at the same time to express to  a11 the reoiplenta io the most fittlug terms the 
thanks and appreciation of the President, the Secrctery OF the Navy, andathe eople 

materictlly aided the survivors of the Jeannette and the parties sent Out to 8Wl'Ch for 
them. 

Of the United States for the lloble and humane manner iu which they direot P y and 
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Yon will receive a letter of crtrdit on the  bankers of t he  Uuitei States at London 
for the  payment of t he  nriioutits ii: the annexed list (nggregating, with cost of stores, 
$2,GOO) and for your expenses, iii respect of which you will duly iloeount to this De- 
partment on your rehurn. 

I have instructed om ininister at St. Petersbnrg t o  render yon all necessary assiet- 
ance in his power, and to ask for she free entry of your persouill effects and of the  testi- 
monials, &c., which you. convey, and  the extension of proper courtesies to you on 
your arrival. 

Yon will report the  details of rour mission t o  this Department on your return, and 
keep ine iiiformed by tho ordinary chniinele of your progress at such periods &E may 
seen1 to yoii convenient and desirable, 

I inclose a special passport anti letter of credit, as describod below, on the bankers 
of the United States ztt London ( in  addition to tho draft alreedy given you for $500 
on t tiis D e p  rtmeri t, ). 

Trausniitting hurewith ihe letters to Russian officials named in tho accompanying 
list and copies thereof, and wishing yoit im agreeable and  successful journey. 

I bni, sir, jonr obedicnt servant, 
T. F. BAYARD. 

IflC!~O8lcle8. 
(1) Specid pasqort. 
(2 )  Letter of crrdit  for $5,966.Y:$. 
(3) Letters to  Russian officide, &c., &c. 

LIST OIr LETI'EIIB TO TIlE BOLLOWING. 

(1) 13s high excelloncy governor-general Lieut. Geu. Dmitri Gavrilovitch Anu- 

(2) His high excellency govcrnor-geuersl Lieut. Gun. Goerassin Alexaievitch Xal- 

(3) His excellency governor Maj. Gcn. Serge Ivltnovitch Nassoviteh (Irkutsk). 
(4) The innyar of Irkiitsk, Mr. Dernidoff. 
(5) His excellency, &e., t he  Connsolor of State Vaaili Ivauoviteh Mertsaloff 

(6) M. IMmund de Lajircn6, oonsnl-general of Franoe (Moseom). 
(7) Medical Dircctor R. KepellO (Yakutsk). 
(d) Hid e x c ~ ~ l l e n ~ y  General Potor Sivers (Irkutsk). 
(9) Count Eniil Ahlefddt Laiirviyen (S t .  Petemburg). 

chin (Irkntuk). 

pokoffijky (Ornsk). 

( Tomsk ). 

(10) His exccllenoy Maj. Gen. George Tchcrnaieff, governor of Yakutsk, Siberia, 

SPECIAL REWAIZDS. 

(1) Sword for the governor of Yokntsk. 
(2) p l d  watch nnd silver madal for Ispravuick IGisharoffski. 
(3) rlle same for Ispravuiclr Tpatieff, of VerchognuBk. 
(4) $old niod:tl and spnrting rlfle for Cosaack Bnieshoff, also $200. 
(5) b!lver rnetlal and $100 for Cosvack Knlinkin, $100. 
(6) b,or Coasack Boshedomoff, $50. 
(7) Gold watch for Mr. Stepanoff, of Veeska. 
(8) ]i'or Mr. Thornani, $:%IO. 
(9) 9?1d watch for Mr. Charles Lee. 
(10) bilver medal for ConstimI~inc Bobokoff. 
(11) Silver rncdal for Jciokiin Qrombeck. 

For natives of Lena Uclt,a: 
(I) Gold medal and  @200 for Vasily Bobromsky, 
(2) ?old mcdal arid $100 for Iran Androltsoff. 
(3) rho same for Constuntiue Mokoploff. 
(4) Silver metlal for Peter Arrrirn. 
(5) Silver medal for SlipsoEViberoie. 
(6) Silver medii1 for Alexni Atslitassoff, 
(7) Silver medal for Michael. 
(8) qilver medal for Mnxiui Sfepauoff. 
(9) bilvor medal forl'arras Savin. 

(10) Silvor modal for Nicolili Viliaknroff. 
(11) Gold medal to  Oberriashie Chimiohor. 
(12) Gold medal t o  Maxim Corinnoi. 
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(13) Gold medel and $100 to Nicolai Dialrouoff, 
And to each of these oiie stugll-bore mumlo-loadiug rifle, oases and ammunition in- 

PJ tho criuiiunl exiles : 
(1) ICnsrua Erernioff, $250. 

(3) Feodor Surau~ioff, $100. 
Arid for getierill distribution the stores rocommcudod iu original lctter of Navy 

cluded. 

(2) Yafiln Iiopoloff, $100. 

Depertmeut, $1,000. 

(3. 

Lie1 of the nantes of ~iat ires  in the Lma Ddta rewarded by  the United Statoa Government 
for nsdstattoe retidered rlre siiruivora of the United Stales exploring ateanier Jean~et ie .  

NOXTH BULUN (two huts) : 
(1) (:oustantine hlnx:i~)lotT, wife, two ROUB, married sou wifo, two doughtors, and 

(2) Iiiuolreuti Sliiiiuilolf, wifcr, t w o  NOM, uutl diuigbter; Shiitniloff”s sistcr; Simon 
Kutoliiua, wife, siater, eiiii claug1itc.r. 

(1) Aluxai Atslrausoff, wife and dauglitor, soil arid wife ; ICiriok GogoleH; wife, 
clenyhtor, end Histel.; Peter l‘iuti niitl two NOUN. 

( 2 )  Yatiui Alaxeioff’, a i fo ,  two 80118, aud (laughtor ; Gabrial Knbiie, wifo and two 
cluugliters ; Nicolei LJlw, wife, two uous, aut1 duugliter ; Kirila IEueluoh and 
Nister. 

(3) Peter Gogoleff, wife aid  sou; Ivau Gogoloff a i d  wife; Georgi hfutucha, 
wife, daughter, and 6011. 

(4) Ttirru8s Saviii nnd two sous. 
(5) St olJllllll Gogoloff’ und wife; hlioliiln Miiecliigi aud wife. 
( 6 )  Nicolrii Kurecbin, wifcr, c2au liter, t ~ i i t l  brollier. 
[7) Atfiinasi Tiieu, iiiothor, brotfier, wife, uud dunglitor. 
8) Nicolai Muxilploff; Sirueou Ardacli, or I<ereuhiu, aud two daughters ; niother 

of Yrdach ; Iu~iokouti Uo rolcff ; Ftulay GogoleE, dnngbter, aiid two sona. 
(9) Kiriok Karechin, wife a u k  daughter, sou and wifc, two daughters; Michila 

IEnrechin and wife, 
(10) Sinieon Bobrowsky, wife and daughter, two sistnrs and a brother of Sirpeon. 

Aluxai Titello, wife, son, and daughter. 

(1) Vasily Bobrowsky, wife eud three sons; son and wife; son, wife, and 
daughter; mother of Maloi. 

(2 )  Spiridon, wife and son’s widow; widow of brother; son. 
(3) Atfti,imsi Bobrowsky, or Chumohor, wife aud daughter ; two sisters and 

mother ; lnuokeuti, wife and to daughters. 
(4) Suka, wife, daughter, aud wife’s sister; Feodor Bulreol, wife, son, and 
( 6 )  P f h t o r .  

(1) Widow of Diakonofi and two aous. 
(2) h c h i m ,  wife, two daiighters, and sou; wife’s sister; brother of Pachiin and 

(3) Audrudikin’s ixiothsr, widow, daughter Ilud sister. 
BUIIWIW (seven huts, but only two occupied by delta uativea) : 

(1) Nicolai Snlrsa, wife aud daughtcr. 
(%) Vasily Mcrknrkoi, wife, two HOUS and duughter. 

NO11 ; Silll~oii AtsltuNaofr, Wlfo, aLlld 8011 : Widow Of bllday. 

KITACH (ton huts) : 

ARRUE OR ARRUELLA (five huts) : 

or 188, wife, throe sons, and daughter. 
ZEEMOVIALACH (throe hut’s) : 

wife, Ann, sou aud wife. 

rotai, 170. 

N. 
Table of distanoes traveled in European Ruaaia ad Siberia by  Lieut.  Willianb E. Sohuatm, u, s, N., 1885-’86. 

Vorsts. 
600 

MOsoow t o  Nijuii.Novgorod, by rail.. ....................................... 3G4 
Nijnii-Novgorod to Perm, by water ......................................... 1,400 

783 

&. Petemburg to Moscow, bp rail .......................................... 

Perm t o  Tjumen by rail.. ................................................. 
PjQmon to Tomsir, by wa,tm ................................................ 2,800 



32 LIEUTENANT SCHUETZE'S MISSION . 
Tomsk to rkntsk. by polit wagon ........................................... $1, 559 
Irkutsk to Yakutsk, by post sled ........... 1 .............................. 2, 818 
Yekntsk t o  Verohoyansk, by reindeer sled .................................. 900 
Vercho siisk vin Bulun to Lone delta [Huilrofi' by reindeer sled ............ 1, 170 
BuikoJvie Ruliin to Russtohe, by reindeer slej'.. ........................... 800 
Kasatchc, 04 tho Ynns, to Alaicha, on the Iudighirku, by roindeer sled ...... 750 
Aleichn to ICasatche, by reindeer sled ....................................... 750 
Kasstche to Verchoysnsk, by reindeer sled ................................. $80 
VerchoyeiiHk to Yukutnk, by reindeer sled .................................. 900 
Yakutsk to Villui and return, by post eled ................................. 1, 400 
Yakntsk t o  ItButHk, by water and post wtigon .............................. 2.  818 
Irkutsk to Toplek, by post wsgou .......................................... 1. 559 
Tomsk t o  Tare, by post wagon ............................................. 872 
Tsra to Tjumen, by post. wagou ............................................ 760 
Tjumcn t o  S t  . Putersburg, by rnil nod water ............................... 3, 097 

Totill._. ............................................................. 20, 970 
-I_ 

0 . 
Xaabls of tentperatures. u8 observed .In the village of Perchoyausk. on the Yann River. North.. 

east Siberia. latitude 68 degrces north. December. 1885. January avid Fcabrriary. 188ti . 
ITwo spirit tliormometers . furuished by the Contra1 Moteorologioal Obncrvatorv at Pavlovsk nenr St . 

Peteraburg . Compared with tlic standnrd ; no oorrcctions ; centigrade sonic . First rending is for 
hour of obsorvatiou; second rending is tho minimum . 

Date . 
~~ 

1885 . 
December 25 ......................................................... 
Deoember 20 ......................................................... 
December 27 ......................................................... 
December 28 ........................................................ 
DecembOr 29 ......................................................... 
December 30 ......................................................... 
December 31 ......................................................... 

1880 . 
January 1 ............................................................ 
.January 2 ............................................................ 
. Jannav 3 ............................................................ 
January 4 ............................................................ 
Janiiary 6 ............................................................ 
January 6 ............................................................ 
January 7 ........................................................... 
January 8 ............................................................ 
January 9 ...................... 4 ..................................... 
January 10 ........................................................... 
January 11 ....... ..i.. ............................................... 
Jmuary 12 ........................................................... 
Janunry la  ........................................................... 
January 14 ........................................................... 
January 16 ........................................................... 

7 a . 111 . 

-66.1 1 
-68.5 
.6U . 0 
-50.0 
-40.0 
-51.0 ....... ........ 
-69.6 
-01.3 
-60.2 
-65.0 
-46 . 6 
40.6 

4 6 . 1  
-61.2 
4 0 . 1  
4 6 . 8  
-44.6 
4 4  . 6 
-41.1 
-61.0 
-67.0 
-58.6 
-51.0 
-52.8 
-60.6 
-01.0 
-62.6 
-62.5 
-04.5 
-64.6 
-45 . u 
-00.0 
-66.6 
-66.6 
-63.0 
-66.0 
-66.5 
-53.0 
-68.0 
-60.0 
-0s . 0 
-02.0 

L pa rn . 
..... - 
-65.6 
-55.8 
-64.6 
-50.0 

-54.2 
-54.8 
-67.2 

4 8 . 8  
-60.2 
-61.6 
-62.2 

-4n . o 
-48 . o 

-00 . a  

- 4 8  . t 
4 8 . 1  
4 5  . I  
-46 . I 
-47 . I 
4 7  . ( 
4 5  . t 
- 4 5  . L 
-67 . 
4 7  . 
-64.1 
-55 . ( 
-50 . t 
-01 . I  

.-Od . ( 
4 4  . t 
-64 . t 
4 8  . I  
-06.1 
-65.1 
-06 . I 
-68 . I 
-63 . ( 

-e2 . ( 

....... ....... 
.6a . ! 
-60 . . 
-60.1 
-02 . I 

D p . m . 
. . 

4 6 . 2  
-56.8 
-61.8 
-55.3 
-56.0 
-65.0 
-58.3 

-65.2 
-67.6 
-60.1 
-61.8 
-51.0 
-62.7 

-62.0 
-68.2 
-40 . 6 

-60.5 
-60.6 
-64.6 
-54.6 
4 8 . 0  
-60.6 
-69.0 
-69.0 
-01.6 
-01 .6  

-eo . o 

.-46 . e 

-63 . 6 

-65.6 

.e5 . 0 

-68.6 

-66.6 
-63.0 

-04.6 
-06.8 
-67.6 
-68.6 
-66.6 
-60.4 
-57.5 
-67.5 
-60.0 
-01.6 



LIEUT~~NANT SCHUETXE’S MISSION. 33 
’fable of tcmpevattiree, 1t8 obecrred i n  llte village of Ver.ohoyauek, S.c.-Continued. 

Dab. 

l@80. 

--- . __ ... .- _-.. 

January 16 .......................................................... 
Januury 17 ........................................................... 
January 18 ........................................................... 
January 10 .  ......................................................... 
Janunry 2 0 . .  ........................................................ 
January 21 ........................................................... 
January 22 ..................................................... .: ... 
Jmunry 23 ........................................................... 
January 2P*. ........................................................ 
Febriinry 1 .......................................................... 
IFobrllnri. 2 .......................................................... 
Febranry 8 ........................................................... 
Fvbl’llll<y 4 .......................................................... 
%%hriiai+ 5 .  ......................................................... 
Fobriin<y 0 . .  ........................................................ 
P~briin<y 7 ........................................................ 
Yobriiuyy R ......................................................... 
Fohl.llnry D ...................................................... 
Fcrlii,iinr,y 11.. ........................................................ 
Feb~wi~ry I!! ......................................................... 
Ful i~ i twi*y  13 ......................................................... 
Fdiriinr’v 1 4  ......................................................... 

P s b r l l n l ~ Y  10 ........................................................ 

Felirciniy 16 ......................................................... 
Fe\in~n& 16 ..................... ;. .................................. 
Fe\iriia<y 17 ......................................................... 
F e l i r ~ t ~ ~ i ~ y  1R.. ....................................................... 
Fob1 o l l l ~ y  IO ......................................................... 
Fi*brinl& ‘LO. ........................................................ 
Fo\wiinr> 21 ......................................................... 
Febriinry 22 .......................................................... 
Februaty 2R .......................................................... 
Febronrv ?4 .......................................................... 
Febninr> 23 .......................................................... 
Fol~riinry 20 .......................................................... 
Pel~rintry 27.  ......................................................... 
Fobruur‘y 28 .......................................................... 

I_. - 
7 a m .  

- 

-00.1 
-GO. 0 
-50.5 
-00.0 
-61.0 
-511. 0 
-58.5 
-110. 8 
-50. II 
-50.5 
-4ti. s 
-52.0 ...... ........ 
*’”. 5 
-. a. 0 
-4u, 5 
-54. u 
-2ii 5 
4 2 .  0 
-47.0 
-34.4 
4 3 .  1 
-34.0 
4 l i .  5 
-w. u 
-011. 0 
-50.2 
4 3 .  n 
-44.6 
-41.5 
-48.5 
-46. 0 
-48.0 

-47. 5 
41.5 
-5R. 0 
-48.1 
-4u. 6 
-52. 0 
-52.0 
-45. R 
--ad. 0 
-62.  0 
48.0 

........ 

1 p.m. 

-58.0 

-65.0 
-67.5 
- 6 2 . 0  
-54.0 
-57.0 
-00.1 
-5% 0 
-56. A 
4 3 .  0 
-41.0 
-44.1 
-40.0 
-5:l. 5 
-55 5 
-48. 0 

-20. 0 
4 5 .  1 
4 2 . 5  
-34.5 
-40. 0 
-39.1 
-50.0 
-%7. 8 
-55.1 

--.I#. 6 

--:la. 7 
-41.2 

-3D. 5 
-211 7 
-35. 2 
-43, 0 
-45.7 
-48.1 
-30.6 
-39. b 

-8H. I 

-84.0 

-011. 4 

-4n. o 

- 4 4 .  n 
-41. n 

-:in. o 

......... 
-27. a 
-85.1 

_I_ 

P 

0 p. m. 
P 

-57.6 

-54.1 
-55.0 
-58.6 
-58,d 
A D .  4 - 01.0 
-40.0 
-53. 6 
4 8 . 1  
-48.0 
-47.6 
4 1 . 6  
-64.0 
-64.0 
-45.6 
4 0 . 6  
-27.5 
-30.0 
-44.6 
-45.1 
--HR. 1 
-61.0 
-60.3 
-00.1 
-54.1 
-45.6 
-40 0 
4 7 . 6  
-Ab. 0 

-41.0 
-48.6 
-2% 0 
-40.0 
-61. 1 
-54.0 
41.0 
48.6 
4 7 . 0  
-48.0 
-47.0 
--8o.o 
-43.0 
4 5 . 6  

-au. o 

-413. 6 

-- 
*January 25 to81, obsorvatlons wanting. 

In Y RP5 Iho iro clonreil tho Ynna River on J i m  6. 
011 il io 4111 of AiignRt 1885 Ice foriiied in the nl~ht--tlierniometor,-40 oontlgrads. 
Avnvngo toinperature(1n Vbrohuyauek fur November and Duoember, 1881, aud Jununry, 1885, wa@-650  

uen tlgntde. 
P. 

Liet of etores dietributed among the natlucn in the Lena Delta, Eaet Sibwia, 18%-1886. 

Thirteen muzxle.louding rifles, 68boxes peroussion.caps, 13 nipple Wrenclies, 13 sp8m 
tiiplilea, 34 fliiitti nud st(w1, 10 bmces aud 75 bits, 2,000 glnver’a ~iet~l les ,  100 f l i t i t  stones, 
1 clozen Hlrs, 602f arsliiiies* fln,unoI, 1,041 urdtines oaJico, B ~lozun wooloil twiwfs, 30 
doze11 woolan shu\vI~, 10 tlomon odored handkerebiufN, 13 pairs earriugs, 1st gross but- 
tous, 14 roiind uippws, 10 struiKlit nippers, 15 dozen beud iiecklsocs, 17 dozen bead 
uockluces, 84 onuds smull bctids, 109. powids thread (wl\ito, black, recl, and gray), 
6,001) noec!les, hookn uut~ eyes, R dozen soie- 
sore, 1:3 po wilw1iorun, IS picotas nnk-string, 100 awfs, 230 ~isrgu suil-neac1lea, 6 large 
augmi, 12 giinletn, 48 pomelniii-~iied iron cu )a, 26 axes, 10 ice-pioh, 10 goirges for 
malting ontiow, 20 kirivee, 10 spoar-lieulls for killiiig reititleer, 3 pontlst (364 pniinds) 
horaeliuir for n t h ,  10 skins Io&thi*r fnr dog burness, 10 pontle 86 poniids lunf tobucoo, 
3 poiids 16 p o i i i i d a ~ i ~ n p o ~ d c r ,  4 boxes briok tcs  (box o o n t h e  (iJ bricks, of 24 pouuds 
eaob), ci poucln 20 pounds lead. 

lenttior ~ i o ~ t H ,  100 tliimk)les, 2 peck8 

_II_..-* 

Aruhine = 28 inches. t Poud = 36 poulld8. 

H, Ex. 1 3 1 4  
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SITPPLEMENTARY S'I'ATEMI~~N'I'. 

JAieutenmt rScliuetzc to D r .  Bayard. 

WASHZNGWN, D. c., ' ~ c t o i e r  2 5 , 1 8 ~ ~ ,  
SIR: I transniit trerewitli copies of' two cltzirts, t lie existc?nae of which 

I believe has been fijrgolwii oiilsicle of Itussia. 
In view of tliu gc~itcwd intercnt taken iii anytliiiig pertaiuiug to the 

Jc?annrtte l\r.otic Hspedition, it seeins that, these charts are worthy of 
special consitlrration, because they relate tlireotlg to two tvgions most 
prominent in tlic hi~tory of the abovr-naiiictl polar expedition, nairiely, 
Bennett Island an(\ tlic TdcIlit 1 )(.ita, North Siberiil. 

The copies w ' w e  obtained labt winter iu Kasaruhi, near tho inoiith of 
tho Yaua Xivw, Sibcrin, lioin two charts in possession of J)r. Alexan- 
der Buuge, tlie aliirt of : I I I  expdition uow nialting rescarolies 011 the 
New Siberiaii lslantls. 

Thefirst, inarltetl A a, i t t i  outliiie t rwiug ot'tlta SOW LCiiberinn Islands, 
W a s  the  result of 1)ilr.t of' the \\.ark dolie in thls I*eg'iOJt 111 lUO~-lSlO by 
Mathias Hetlenstriiin, it11 tbxilp sent iintler inatruc*tioos of the ltussiau 
Governinerit to w r r o y  arid dest:ribe a11 the islantls w11ir:h h:td bcc!~ dis- 
covered to the uoi~l iiwar.tl of 1 Ire LCII;L, Y:iua, i ~ ~ t l  litdighirka Itivera, 
aortherri Sibwh.  

A trader narned Lialtoff, wlio lived in Ust Ytti isk,  the SHIIIO after 
whom the LialcofY-' Islaiitla wt'rc iiaiiictl, is credited with the discovery 
of Kotelnoi, tlic n~ost~ wc~stcrn 0 1  tlic Naw SiheriLm 1sl;itids. iu the year 
1773. 

Hcclenstroiii visitctl New SiI)eria ;I ntl I~'i111ievsltoi t \vice, oiice in tlie 
winter of 180!) a~ i i l  agaiit in 1810. 

In 1811 a 1r;tder ~i ;met l  Ss:irinilwlY, of Ust Yimsk, who hail beeit i n  
the employ of Uerlciistriini cluiiiig tlic expcrlitioun of tilo two prwious 
years, inride ttii unsnocesslul atJtc.inpt from Now Siberia to reitdl the land 
seen plainly by him to tho nortliward in tho surn~ner which lie had spent 
on these islands gathering mammoth tuslrs. 

This land is indicated on the accompanying chart of Hedenstroin by 
the dotted lines to the northward of New Siberia, and i!, in m y  opiuion, 
witliout doubt tlie island whioli was discovered ant1 visited by tho Jean- 
nette expedition on its march south to tho maiuland of Asia, after tho 
vessel wa8 lost in June, 1881-Benuctt islend. 

The expedition sent, out i n  1820 by tho ltussiari Uovernnmrt, and 
known as the Wraugel-Anjou expwlition, had for o w  of its o\?jects the 
snrvey of' the supposetl laud as seen and desci'iberl by Ssannilrotl' and 
as marked on Uedenstrom's cliart, both to tlie 11ort11eit~t and northwest 
of Kotolnoi. 

Lieuteriant Anjou failed in two attempts in trying to push to the 
northwasd for this purpose on dog.sleds, owing to opm water, and, 1 
dare say, want  of dog food for suoh a loug journey. 

For a detailed :mtl most interesting occoent of the discovery of the 
New Siberim Islitnds a n d  Ssauriikoflt"s liitld, see a brochure by Leopold 
von Schrenclr, nieinber of the Acaderng of Scieuco, St. l'eterslmrg, 1885. 

Tho prebetit map of the  New Siberian Islrtnds is due to Lieutenrcnt An- 
jou (1831-1822). 

$'lie secoiid copy of a chart (B. B.), referred to  at tlie beginning of this 
wmmunication, is an outline drawing of' the Lena D o h  (1808), evidently 
the result of work done in 1795-17'36, judging from the figures marked on 
the north coahct of the archipelago. 
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The interest in this appears when m e  compare i t  with a chart prepared 
by Lieutenant Jurgens and Ilr. Bung@, ltussiau Imperial Navy, from ob- 
servations made by them while resident in the polar meteorological sta- 
tion, Sagastyr, Lena Delta, 1888-1884. This charb is al)pendud, marked 
0 0. 

On the geuerd charts of the delta the pronounced peninsula in the 
northwest is eutirely wanting. 

It is worthy of remark that the most promiuont portion of the delta is 
also missing on tho chart prepared in 1883 by L h e  search parties of the 
Jeannette Exploring Zxpedition who visited thi8 part of the coilst. 

Turning to the ohart of IS08 me uotice that tliu configuration 01' the 
land is etrikiugly idoiitical with tliiit on the Jurgeue chart of 1SSii. 

Lieutenant Jiirgone established t h c h  most northern point by careful 
astronomical observations on the island of Dntiiii, a8 inrlicatucl on the 
chart. 

Dr. Alexaud~r Bungo inforrned in8 last winter that he lmd carefully 
ruu in th i s  part of the coast by following the shoru line from Turritch in 
the Routhwest to Sagastyr. 

1: have, &e., 
W. H. SUHUETBB, 

Lieutenaizt, United States N a q .  

0 
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