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DE D I C A T  I O  N. 

JHY DEAR LADY FRANKLIN, 

Tliere is no one to whom I could with so mucli pro- 
priety or willingness dcdicate my Journal as to you. F o r  YOU 

it was originally written, and to please you it now nppears in 
print. 

To our mutual friend, SHERARD OSBORN, I am greatly 
obligcd for liis kiridness in seeing it tlirougli the press-a 
labor I could not have settled down to so soon after my return; 
and also for pointing out some omissions and technicalities 
which would have rendered parts of it unintelligible to an 
ordinary reader. These kind Iiinls have becn but  partially 
attended to, and, as timc presses, i t  appears with the mass of 
its original imperfections, as wtien you read it in manuscript. 
Such as it is, however, i t  affords me this valued opportunity of 
assuring you of tlie real gratification I feel in Iiaving been 

instrumental in  accomplishing an ol)ject so dear to you. To 
your devotion and self-sacrificc tlic world is iidebtecl for itlo 

deeply interesting revelation unfolded by tlic voyage of the 
' Fox.' 

Believe me to be, 

Wi th  sincere respect, most faithfully yours, 

F. L. BI'CLINTOCIC. 
Lotidon, 24th Nov., 1859. 
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OFFICIAL ACIINOWLEDGBTENT O F  THE 
SERVICES O F  THE YACHT &FOX.' 

ADDIIIIALTY, IAONDON, 

SIR, 24th Oct. 1859. 

I am commandcd by  my Lords Commissioiicrs of the 
Admiralty to acquaint you, that, in consideration of tlic im- 
portant serviccs performed by  you in bringing home tlie only 
authentic intelligence of the death of the late Sir John Frank- 

lin, and of the fate of the crems of the ' Erebus'  and & Terror,' 
Her Majesty has been plcased, by her order in Council of tlic 
22nd instant, to sanction the timc during which you were nb- 
sent on these discoveries in  the Arctic Rg ions ,  viz., from the 
30th June, 1857, to the 2l9t September, 1959, to reckon as 

time served by a captain in command of onc of Her Nnjcsty's 
ships, and my Lords haye given the iicccspary directions tic- 
cordingly. 

I am, Sir, 
Your rery humble servant, 

W. G. ROMAINE, 
Secretary to the Admirally. 

Captain Francis L. M'Clintocli, R.N. 



PREFACE.  

TIIE following narrative of the bold advcnttirc 
which has successfully revealed the last discoveries and  
the fatc of Franlrlin, is publishcd at thc rcqucst of 
thc friends of that illustrious navigator. Thc gallant 
M’Clintock, when he pcnned his journal amid the 
Arctic ices, had 110 idea whatever of publishing i t ;  
and yet there can be no doubt that the reader will 
peruse with the deepest interest the simplc tale of how, 
in a little vessel of 170 tons burthen, lie and his well- 
chosen companions have cleared up this great mystery. 
TO the honor of t h e  British nation, and also Ict it 

be said to t h a t  of the United States of America, many 
have been the efforts made to discover the routc fol- 
lowed by our missing cxplorers. The highly deserv- 
ing men who have so zealously searchcd the Arctic 
seas and lands in this cause must.  now rejoicc, that 
aftcr all their anxious toils, thc merit of rescuing from 
tlie frozen North the record of the last days of Frank- 
lin, lias fallen to the share of his noblc-minded widow. 

Lady Franlrlin has, indeed, well shown what a de- 
voted and truc-hearted English woman can accom- 
plish. Thc inomcnt that relics of thc expedition corn- 

VU 
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maiitlcd by her husband wcre bro~ight hotne (in 1854) 
by ltac, aiid that she hcarcl of the account given .to 
him by thc Esquimaux of a large party of Englishrrien 
having bcen seen struggling with difficulties on the ice 
mar  the mouth of the Back or Great Fish River, she 
resolved to expend all her available means (alrcady 
much exhausted i n  four other independent expeditions) 
in an exploration of the limited area to which thc 
search must thenceforward be nccessaril y restricted. 

Whilst the supporters of Lady Fra111din~s efforts 
were of opinion, that the Governrncnt ought to have 
undertaken a search, the extent of which was, for the 
first t ice ,  clefinitely limited, it is but rendering justice 
to the then Prime Minister* to sbate, that he had cvcry 
desire to carry out the  wishes o i  the rncn of scicncc -1 
who appealed to him, and that he was precluded froin 
acceding to  their petition, by nothing but tlie strongly 
expressed opinion of oficial authoritics, that a€ter so 
many failures the Government were no longer justi- 
fied in sending out more brave inen to encounter fresli 
dangers in a cause which was viewed as hopeless. 
Hence i t  devolved on Lady Franklin and her friends 

*Viscount Pnlmcrston. 
t Sco tho Mcmorinl ( Appcndix) addrcsscd to tho Pirst Lord of tho 

Treasury, licadcd by Admiral Sir P. Beaufort, Gcncrnl Snbino, nnd 
many othcr rncn of scicncc, and wliicl~, ns Prosidont of tlio Royal Goo- 
graphical Socicty, I prcscntod to tho Priino Minister; and also t h  
spcccli of Lord Wrottoslcy, tlic Prcsidcnt of tlic Royal Socicty. Who, io 
tho absonco of tho lamcntcd Earl of ~~lcsiiicro, brouglit tho su1:icc.t 
earnestly under tho notice of tlic IIOLISO of 1,ords on the 18th of July, 
185G. 



to be the sole nicans of eadcavoring to bring to light 
tile true history of her husband’s voyage and fate. 

Looking to the list of Naval worthies, who, during 
the preceding years, had bcen exploring the Arctic Rc- 
gions, Lady Franlrlin was highly gratified when she 
obtained the willing services of Captain M’Clintoclr 
to command the yacht ‘FOX,’ which she had pur- 
chased ; for that officer had signally distinguished him- 
self in thc voyages of Sir John Ross and Captain 
(now Admiral) Austin, and especially in his extcnsive 
journeys on the ice when associated with Captain 
Ikllett. With such a leadcr she could not but en- 
tcrtain sanguine hopes of success when the fast and 
well-adapted little vessel sailed from Aberdeen on the 
1st of July, 1857, upon this evcnthl enterprise. 

Deep, indeed, was the mortification experienced by 
every one who shared the feelings and anticipations 
of Lady Franklin when the untoward news came, in 
the summer of 1858, that, thc preceding wintcr having 
set in earlier than usual, the ‘Fox’ had becn bcset in 
the ice off Melville Bay, on the coast of Greenland, 
and after a dreary winter, various narrow cscapes, and 
eight months of imprisonment, had been carried back 
by the floating ice nearly twelvc hundred geographical 
miles - even to 639 N. lat. in the Atlantic! See the 
Woodcut map, No. 1. 

But although the good little yacht had been most 
roughly handled among the icc-floes (sce Frontispiecc), 
We wer? cheered up by Ihe information from Disco, 
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that, with the exception of the death of the  engine- 
driver in consequence of a fall into the hold, the  
crew were in stout health and full of energy, and that 
provided with sufficient fuel and provisions, a good 
supply of sledging dogs, two tried Esquimaux, and 
the excellent interpreter Petersen the Dane,* ample 
grounds yet remained to lead us to hope for a suc- 
cessful issue. Above all, we were encouraged by 
the proofs of the self-posscssion and calm resolve of 
JU’Clintock, who held steadily to the accomplishment 
of his original project; the more so as he had then 
tested and recognized the value of the services of 
Lieutenant (now Commander) Hobson, his able sec- 
ond in command ; of Captain Allen Young, his gen- 
erous volunteer associate ; 1- and of Dr. Walker, his 
accomplished Surgeon. 

Despite, however, of these re-assuring data, many 
an advocate of this search was anxiously alive to the 
chance of the failure of the venture of one unassisted 
yacht, which after sundry mishaps W ~ S  again starting 
to cross Baffin’s Bay, with thee foreknowledge, that 
when she reached the opposite coast, the real difficul- 
ties of the enterprise were to commence. 

Any such misgivings were happily illusory ; and 
~ 

* Since his rcturn to Copcnhagcn, Peterson bas becn worthily Iionorcd 
by his Sovereign with tho silver cross of Dnnncbrog. 

t Captain Allen Young of tho mcrchant mnrinc not only thrcw his 8cr- 
vices into this cnusc, and subscribed dB00 in furtliernncc of tho cxpcdi- 
tion, but, aliandoning lucrative nppointmcnts in commnnd, generously 
accepted a subordinatc post. 
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the reader who follows M’Cli~itoclr across the middle 
ice 77 of Baffin’s Bay to Pond Inlet, thence to Beechey 
Island, down a portion of Peel Strait, and then 
through the hitherto unnavjgated waters of Bellot 
Strait in one summer season, may reasonably expect 
thc succew which followed. 

Whilst the  revelation obtained from the long-sought 
rccords, which were discovered by Lieutenant Hobson, 
is most satisfactory to  those who speculated on the 
probability of Franklin having, in the first instance, 
tried to force his way northwards through Wellington 
Channel (as we now learn he did), those who held a 
different hypothesis, namely, that he followed his 
instructions, which directed him to the S. W., may 
be amply satisfied that in the following season the 
ships did pursue this southerly course till they were 
finally beset in N. lat. 70” 05’.* 

At the same time, the  public should fully under- 
stand the motivc which prompted thc supporters of 

* For a rtsuintof all tlic plim of rcscnrcli nnd tho speculations of scn- 

men and gcogmphcrs, 6CC tho intcrosting nnd mo8t useful rolumo of Mr. 
John Brown, cntitlcd, ‘ Tho North-Wcst Passago nnd Scarcli nftor,Sir 
John Franklin,’ 1858. In  nn Appcndix to this work wo Icnrn, that 
from tho curlicst Polur rcscnrclios by John Cubot, nt tho ond of tho 15th 
contury, to tho ~oyago of M’Clintock, thcrc liavo bcon about 130 oxpodi- 
tions, illustrated by 250 books nnd printcd documcnts, of wliicli 150 liavo 
bocn issucd in Englnnd. Amidst tho various recent publications, i t  is 
h t  rcndoring justico to I>r. King, tho formcr compnnion of Sir Goox0 
Bllck, to statc thut lio suggcstcd nnd iilwiiyrj rnnintnincd tho noccssity of 
a W W ~ I  for tlio tniesirig nnvigntors ot 01 tioar tho nioutll of tho Back 
River. 
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Lady Pranlrlin in advocating the last search. Put- 
ting aside the hope which some of us entertained, that 
a few of the younger men of the missing expedition 
might still be found to be living among the Esqui- 
maux, we had every reason to  expect, that if the ships 
were discovered, the scientific documents of the voy- 
age, including valuable magnetic observations, would 
be recovered. 

In the absence of such good fortune we may, how- 
ever, well be gladdened by the discovery of that one 
precious document which gives us a true outline of 
the voyage of the Erebus ’ and 6 Terror.’ 

That the reader may comprehend the vast extent 
of sea traversed by Franlrlin in the two summers 
before his ships were beset, a small map (No. 2 )  
is here introduced representing all the lands and 
seas of the Arctic regions to the west of Lancaster 
Sound which were known and laid down when he 
sailed. The dotted lines and arrows, whicfi extend 
from the then known seas and lands into the unknown 
waters or blank spaces on this old map, indicate Franlr- 
lin’s route, the noveIty, range, rapidity, and boldness 
of wliich, as thus delineated, may well surprise the 
geographer, and even the most enterprising Arctic 
sailor.* For, those who have not closely attended 

* Thc Icttcr A in Bnffin Bay (fig. 1 )  indicatca tho spotwlicrc Frnnltlin 
wnR lnst 6ccn. In fig. 2, B is tho wintcr rcndczvous at Bocchcy Island ; 
C tho greatcst northing of tlic cxpodition, viz. 7 7 O  N. Int.; Z tho final 
bcsct of tho ‘ Erobua ’ nnd ‘ Tcrror ; ’ tho extrcmc north and aouth points 
of their voyngo being ropresontcd by two smnll ships. 
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to the results of other Arctic voyages may bc in- 
formed, that rarely has an expedition i n  t h e  first 
year accomplished more by its ships, than the estab- 
lishing of good winter quarters, from whence the rcal 
researches began by sledge-work in the ensuing spring. 
Franklin, however, not only reached Beechey Island, 
but ascended Wellington Channcl, then an unknown 
sea, to 77" N. lat., a more northern latitude in this 
meridian than that attained long afterwards in ships 
by Sir Edward Belcher, and much to the north of 
the points reached by Penny and De Haven. Next, 
though most scantily provided with steam-power, 
Franlrlin navigated round Cornwallis' Land, which 
he thus proved to be an island. The last discovcry 
of a navigable channel throughout, between Corn- 
wallis and Bathurst Islands, though made in  thc 
very summer he left England, has remained even 
to this day unlrnown to other navigators ! 

Franldin then, in obedience to his orders, steercd 
to the south-west. Passing, as M'Cliiitock believes, 
down Peel's Strait in 1846, atid reaching as far as 

lat. 70' 05' N., and long. 9s" 23' W., wherc thc s h i p  
were beset, it is clear that he, who, with others, llad 
previously ascertaincd the existence of a channel 
along the north coast of America, with which the 
sea wherein he was interred had a dircct commu- 
nication, was the $rst rcal cliscovcrcr of the North- 
west Passage. This great fact must therefore be 
inscribed upon the monument of Franldin. 

n 
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The adventurous M'Clure, who has been worthily 
honorcd for working out another North-Western pas- 
sage, which we now know to hnvc been of subsequent 
date? as well as Collinson, who, taking the 'Enter- 
prise' along the north coast of America, and afterwards 
bringing 'hcr home, reached with slcdgcs the western 
edge of the area recently laid open by M'Clintoclr, will 
I have no doubt unite with their Arctic associates, 
Richardson, Sherard Osborn, and M'Clintoclr, in afirm- 
hg, that LL Franlilin and his followers secured the honor 
for which they died - that of being the first discover- 
ers of the North- West Passage." t 

Again, when we turn from the discoveries of Frank- 
lin to those of M'ClintocB, as mapped in red colors on 
the  genera! map, on which is rcprescnted the amount 
of outline laid down by all othcr Arctic explorers from 

8 I n  1850. 
t SCC n most Iicnrt-stirring skctcli of thc Inqt voy:ige of Sir John Frank- 

lin, by Cnptnin Slicrnrd Osborn, in tlicpcriodical Omen IVcc?c, of thc 2nd 
nnd 29th Octobcr and 5th Novcmbcr last. Posscssing a thorough ec- 
quaintaneo with tho Arctic regions, tho distingnislicd seaman lins shown 
mort than his ordinary power of description, in placing bcfore tlic pnblic 
his conccption of what mny liavc bccn tllc cliicf occnrrenccs in tlic voyngc 

of tlic ' Erebus ' and ' Terror,' and tho last days of Franklin, ns foundcd 
upon an ncqtiaintanco with tlic chnrnctcr of tho cliicf nnd Iris nssocintm, 
and the record and rclica obtained by M'ClintocI;. This slcctell is prQf- 
ncod by n spiritcd nnd graccful outline of nll prcvious gcogrnpliicnl dis- 
eovcrics, from tlic diiy wlicn they wcrc originntcd by tlic fntlicr Of 1111 

motlcrn Arctic cntcrprisc, Sir Jolin Barrow, to wliom, and to mnny ollicr 
oniincnt persons, from Sir Edward Piwry cbwnrvardr, 1 liavc in various 
Gcograpliical Addr~sscs offcrcd tho tribute of my ndmirntion. 
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the days when these modern researches originated with 
Sir John Barrow, we perceive that, i n  addition to thc 
discovery of thc course followed by the ' Erebus ' and 
6 Terror,' somc most important geographical data have 
been accumulated by the last expedition of Lady 
Franklin. 

Thus, M'CIintocIc has proved, that the sirslit named 
by Kenedy in an earlier privatc cxpcdition of Lady 
Franlrliti after his companion the brave Lieutenant 
Bcllot, and which lias hitlierto been rcgarded only as 

an impassable frozen channel, or ignored as a chaunel 
a t  all, is a navigable strait, thc south shorc of which is 
thus seen to be the northernmost land of the continent 
of America. 

M' Clintoclc has also laid down the hitherto unlrnown 
coast-line of Boothia, southwards from Bcllot Strait io 
the Magnetic Pole, has delineated the whole of King 
William's Island, and opened a new and capacious, 
though icc-cholred channel, suspected bcfore, but not 
proved, to exist, extending from Victoria Sfrait in a 

north-west direction to Melvillc or Parry Sound. The 
latter discovery rewarded the individual exertions of 
Captain Allen Young, but will very properly, a t  Lady 
Franklin's rcqucst, bear the name of the lcader of tlic 
'Pox' expedition, who had himself assigned to i t  the 
name of the widow of Fmnldin." 

* 111 his volumc bcforo citcd, p. xii., Mr. John Drown gavo strong I'CIl- 

80118 (wliich Iio ~ lad Iiclll for soino timc) for bclicving in tho csistcnco of 
~ I C  vary cliilnncl wIiicIi now b a r s  tho nntna of Bf'Clintock. It is, 1 1 0 ~  
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Neither has tlic expedition bccn unproductive of 
scientific results. For, whilst many persons will be 
interested in the popular descriptions of the nativc 
Esquimaux, as wcll as of the lower animals, the 
inan of science will hereafter be further gratified by 
having presented to him, in the form of an addi- 
tional Appendix," most valuable details relating to 
the zoology, botany, meteorology, and espccially to 
the terrestrial magnetism, of the region examined. 

Lastly, M'Clintoclr has convinced himself, that thc 
best way of securing the passage of a ship from 
the Atlantic to the Pacific, is by following, as near 
as possible, the coast-line of North America: indecd, 
it is his opinion, founded upon a large experience, 
that no passage by a ship can ever be accomplished 
in ;t more northcrn dircction. This it is well known 
was the favorite theory of Franklin, who had him- 
self, along with Richardson, Back, Bcechey, Dcasc, 
Simpson, and Rae, surveyed the whole of that same 
North American coast from the Back or Great F i sh  
River to Behring Strait. Thus, when Franklin sailed 
in 1845, thc discovery of a North-Wcst Passage was 
reduccd to thc finding a link betwecn the latter sur- 
vey and the discovcries of Parry, who had already, 

over, tlic opinion both of tlint oficcr and his nssocintcs, ns also of Captain 
,%mnd Osborn, that Frnnkhn could not hnl-c rcncllcd tllc fipot WllCrC his 
s l i i p ~  wcrc bcsct by proccctling down tlint icc-cliol;cc1 ciinnncl, but tlint Iic 
must Iinvc snilctl down Peel Sound. 

.Y Much of this Appendix will bo prcpnrcd by Dr. Dhvid Wnlkor. , 
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to his p e a t  renown, opened the first half of a morc 
iiort.hcrn course from cast to west, when he \vas 
wrested by the impenetrable ice-barrier a t  Mclville 
Island. 

And here it, is to be remembered, that the tract 
in which the rccord and the relics have been found, 
is just that to which Lady Franklin herself specially 
directed Kenedy, the commancler of the 6 Prince Al- 
bert,' in her second private expcdition in 1852; and 
had tha t  intrcpid explorer not been induced to scarch 
northwards of Bellot Strait, but had €elt himself able 
to follow the course indicated by his sagacious em- 
ployer, thcre can be no doubt, that much more satis- 
factory results would have been obtained than those 
which, after a lapse of seven years, have now been 
realized by the undaunted perscverance of Lady Frank- 
lin, and the skill and courage of M'Clintoclr. 

The natural modesty of this commander has, I am 
bound to say, preventcd his doing common justice, 
in the following journal, to his own conduct - COII- 

duct which can be estimated by those only who have 
listened to the testimony of the oficers serving with 
and under the man, whose @cat qualities in  momcnls 
of extreme peril elicitcd their hcartiest admiration and 
ensured thcir pcrkct confidence. 

In writing this Preface (which I do at the rcquest 
Of the promoters of the last scarch), I may state that, 
having occupied the Chair of the Royal Gcographi- 

society in 1845, when my cherislied fricnd, S i r  
2* B 
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John Franklin, went forth for the third time to seek 
a North-West passage, it became my bounden duty 
in subsequent years, when his absence created much 
anxiety, and when I rc-occupied tlic same position, 
ardently to promote the employmcnt of searching ex- 
peditions, and warmly to sustain Lady Franklin's 
cndeavors in this holy cause. 

Imbued with such Ceelings, I must be permitted 
to say, that no cvcnt in my life gave me purer de- 
light, than when Captain Collinson, whose labors to 
support and carry out this last search have been sig- 
nally serviceable, €orwirdecl to me a telegram to bc 
cominunicatcd to the British Association at Aberdeen 
announcing the success of M'Clintock. That docu- 
ment reached Balmoral on the 22nd of September 
last, when the men of science were invited thithcr 
by thcir Sovereign. Great was the satishction caused 
by the diffusion of these good tidings among my asso- 

ciatcs (the distinguished Arctic explorers Admiral Sir 
James Ross and General Sabine being prescnt) ; and 
it was most chcering to us to Itnow, that the Quceri 
and our Royal President * took the deepest interest 

*At tho Abordccn mccting tho Princo Consort thus spolic ;-'' Tlic 
Abordccn idialcr bravos tho icy rcgions of tho Polar sca to scclc nnd to 
battle with thc grcat monstcr of tho dccp ; Iic 11% matcrially assistcd in 

' opcning thcso icebound rcgions to thc rcscnrclios of scic~lco ; 110 foarlossly 
aidod in the soarch aftor Sir John Franklin and his gallant companions 
whoin thcir country scnt forth on this mission ; but to whom Providoncc, 
alas I hns denied thc rcwnrd of tllcir labors, tho roturn to tlioir hornos, to 

thc affcctionato cmbraco of tlicir familics nnd fricntls, nnd the acknowl. 
cdgmcnts of a grntcful nntion." 
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in this intelligence - such as, indced, they have always 
evinced whenever the search €or the missing navigators 
lias been brought under their consideration. The im- 
mediate bcstowal of the Arctic medal upon all the 
officers and men of the ‘ Fox’ is a pleasing proof that 
this interest is well sustained. 

But these fcw introductory sentences must not ba 

extended; and I invite thc reader at  once to peruse 
the Journal of M’Clintocli, which will gratify cvcry 
lover of truthful and ardent research, though it  will 
leave him impressed with the sad bclicf, that the cnd 
of the companions of Franklin has been truly re- 
corded by the native Esquimaux, who saw these no- 
I J k !  fellows “fall down and die as they wallred along 
the ice.” 

Loolcing to the €act, that little or no €resh €ood could 
have been obtained by the crcws of the ‘ Erebus ’ and 
‘ Tcrror ’ during their long imprisonment of twenty 
months, in so frightfully sterile a region as that in 
\vhicIz the ships wcre abandoncd, - so sterile that it 
is even deserted by the Esquimaux, - and also to the 
want of sustenance in spring at the mouth of the Back 
River, all the Arctic naval authorities with whom I 
liave conversed, coincide with M‘CIintoclr and his as- 
sociates i n  the belief, that none of the missing navi- 
gators can bc now living. 

Painful as is the realisation of this tragic event, let 
us now dwell only 011 the reflcctioii that, while tlie 
North-West paseage has been solved by the hcroic 
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self-sacrifice of Franklin, Crozier, Fitzjames, and their 
associates, the searches after them which are nom ter- 
minated, have, at a very srnall loss of life, not only 
addccl prodigiously to geographical knowledge, but 
have, in times of peace, been the best school for test- 
ing, by the severest trials, the skill ancl endurance of 
many a brave seaman. I n  her hour of nccd - should 
need arisc - England knows tha t  such men will nobly 
do their duty. 

RODERICK I, MURCIIISON. 
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IT is now a matter of history how Government 
and private expeditions prosecuted, with unpre- 
cedented zeal and perseverance, the search for 
Sir John Franklin’s ships, between the years 
1847-55; and that the only ray of information 
gleaned was that afforded by the inscriptions 
upon three tombstones at Beechcy Island, briefly 
recording the names and dates of the deaths of 
those individuals of the lost expedition, who thus 
early fell in the cause of science and of their 
country. 

In  this manner were we made aware of the 
Iocality where the Franklin espedition passed its 
first Arctic winter, The traces assuring us of 
that fact, were discovered in August, 1880, by 
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Captain d)minanney, R.N., of H.M.S. Assistance,’ 
and by Captain Penny, of the ‘ Lady Franklin.’ 

In  October, 1854, Dr. Rae brought home the 
only additional information respcctiiig them which 
has ever reached us. Prom the Esquimaux of 
Bootliia Felix he learned that a party of about 
forty white men were met on the west coast of 
King William’s Island, and from thence travelled 
on to the mouth of the Great Fish River, where 
they all perished of starvation, and that this 
tragic event occurred apparently in the spring 
of 1850. 

Some relics obtained from these natives, and 
brought home by Dr. Rae, were proved to have 
belonged to Sir John Franklin and several of his 
associates. 

The Government caused an exploring party to 
descend the Fish River in 1855; but, although 
sufficient traces were found to prove that some por- 
tion of the crews of the Erebus ’ and ‘ Terror’ had 
actually landed on the banks o€ that river, and 
traces existed of them LIP to Franklin Rapids, no 
additional information was obtained either from 
the discovery of records, or through the Esqui- 
maux. Mr. Anderson, the Hudson Bay Company’s 
oEcer in charge, and his small party, deserve 
credit for their perseverance and skill ; but they 
were not furnished with the necessary means of 
accomplishing their mission. Mr. Anderson coulci 
not obtain an interpreter, and the two frail bark 
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canoes in which his whole party embarked were 
almost worn out before they reached the locality 
to be searched. It is not surprising that such 
an expedition caused very considerable excite- 
ment a t  home. 

Lady Franklin, and the advocates for further 
search, now pressed upon government the neces- 
sity of following up, in a more effectual manner, 
the traces accidentally found by Dr. Rae, and, 
in fact, of rendering the search complete by one 
more effort, involving but little of hazard or 
expense. It was not until April, 1557, t,hat any 
decisive answer was given to Lady Franklin’s 
appeal. (See Appendix No. 1.) 

Sir Charles Wood then stated “that the mem- 
bers of Her Majesty’s Government, having come, 
with great regret, to the conclusion that there 
was no prospect of saving life, would not be justi- 
fied, for any objects which in their opinion could 
bc obtained by an expedition to the Arctic seas, 
in exposing the lives of officers and men to the 
risk inseparable from such an enterprise.” 

Lady Franldin, upon this final disappointment 
of her hopes, had no hesitation in immediately 
preparing to send out a searching expedition, 
equipped and stored at  her own cost. But she 
was not left alone. Many friends of tlie cause 
4- including some of the most distinguished scien- 
tific men in Eng1aud;g and especially Sir Roderick 

* A list of them nnd their subscriptions to be given in Appendix. 
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f\luidlison, whose zeal was as practical as i t  was 
enliglitencd -hastened to tender their aid, and 
soon a very considerable sum was raised in fur- 
therance of so truly noble an effort. 

On the 18th of April, 1857, Lady Franklin 
did me the honor to offer me the command of 
the proposed expedition ; it was of course most 
cheerfully accepted. As a post of honor and 
some difficulty, it possessed quite sufficient charms 
for a naval officer who had already served in 
three consecutivc expeditions from 1848 to 1854. 
I was thoroughly conversant with a11 the details 
of this peculiar service ; and I confess, moreover, 
that my whole heart was in the cause. H o w  
could I do otherwise than devote myself to save 
at least the record of faithful service, even unto 
death, of my brother officers and seamen? and, 
being one of those by whose united efforts not 
only the Franklin search, but the geography of 
Arctic America, lins been brought so nearly to 
completion, I could not willingly resign to pos- 
terity, the honor of filling up even the small 
remaining blank upon our maps. 

To leave these discoveries incomplete, more 
especially in a quarter through which the tidal 
stream actually demonstrates the existence of a 
channel - the onIy remaining hope of a prac- 
ticable north-west passage - would indeed be 
leaving strong inducement for fiiture explorers to 
reap the rich reward of our longcontinued exer- 
tions. 
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I immediately applied to the Admiralty for 
leave of absencc to complete the Franklin search ; 
and on’the 23d received at Dublin the telcgraphic 
mcsstlge from Lady Pranldin : “Your leave is 
granted; the ‘Fox’ is mine; the refit will coin- 
jnence immediately.” She had already purchased 
the screw-ydit ‘Fox,’ of 17’7 tons burthen, and 
now placed her, together with the necessary 
funds, at my disposal. * 

Let me explain what is here implied by the 
simple word refit. The velvet hangings and 
splendid furniture of the yacht, and also every 
thing not constituting a part of the vesseys 
strengthening, were to be removed; the large 
sky-lights and capacious ladderways had to be 
reduced to limits more adapted to a polar clime ; 
the whole vessel to be externally sheathed with 
stout planking, and internally fortified by strong 
crossbeams, Zongi tudinal beams, iron stanchions, 
and diagonal fastenings; the false keel taken 06 
the, slender brass propeller replaced by a mas- 
sive iron one, the boiler talmi out, altered, and 
enlarged; the sharp stem to be cased in iron 
until it resembled a ponderous ehisel set up edge- 
ways ; even the yncht’s rig had to be altered. 

She was placed in the hands of her builders, 
Messrs. Hall 6t Co., of Aberdecn, who displayed 
even more than their usual activity in effecting 
these necessary alterations, for it wim determined 
that the Fox ’ should sail by the 1st July. 

1* 
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Internally she was fitted up with the strictest 
economy in every sense, and the officers were 
crammed in to pigeon-holes, styled cabins, in order 
to make room for provisions and stores; our 
mess-room, for five persons, measured 8 feet 
square. The ordinary heating apparatus for win- 
ter use was dispensed with, and its place supplied 
by a few very small stoves. The Fox’ had 
been the property of the late Sir Richard Sutton, 
Bart., who made but one trip to Norway in her, 
and she was purchased by Lady Franldin from 
11;s executors for’2000~. 

Having thus flw commenced the refit of the 
vessel, I turned my attention to the selection of 
a crew and to the requisite clothing and pro- 
visions for our voyage. 

&&my worthy old shipmates, my companions in 
the previous Arctic voyages, most readily volun- 
teered their services, and they were as cheerfully 
accepted, for it was my anxious wish to gtzther 
round me well-tried men, who were aware of the 
duties expected of them, and accustomed to naval 
discipline. Hence, out of the twenty-five souls 
composing our small company, seventeen had 
previously served in the Arctic search. 

Expeditions of this kind are always popular 
with seamen, and innumerable were the applies 
tions sent to me; but still more abundant wcre 
the offers to “serve in any capacity” which 
poured in from all parts of thc country, from 
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people of all classes, many of whom had never 
seen the sea. It was, of course, impossible to 
accede to any of these latter proposals, yet, for 
my own part, I could not but feel gratsed at 
such convincing proofs that the spirit of the 
conntry was favorable to US, and that the ardcnt 
love of hardy enterpi-ise still lives amongst Eng- 
lishmen, as of old, to be cherished, I trust, as 
the most valuable of our national characteristics 
-as that which has so largely contributed to 
make England what she is. 

My second in command was Lieutenant W. R. 
Hobson, R.N., ,zn officer already distinguished in 
Arctic service. Captain Allen Young joined me 
as sailingmaster, contributing not only his val- 
uable services but largely of his private funds 
to the expedition. This gentleman had pre- 
viously commandcd some of our very finest mer- 
chant ships, the latest being the steam-transport 
Adelaide’ of 2500 tons : he had but recently 

returned, in ill health, from tlic Black Sea, 
where he was moat actively employed. during 
the greater part of the Crimean campaign. 
Nothing that I could say would add to the 
merit of such singularly generous and disiii- 
terestod conduct. David Walker, M.D., voluii- 
teered €or the post of surgeon and naturalist; 
he also undertook tlie photographic dcpartrnent j 
m d  just before sailing, Carl Petersen, now so 
well known to Arctic readers as the Esquimaux 
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interpreter in the expeditions of Captain. Penny 
and Dr. Kane, came to join me from Copen- 
hagen, although landed there from Greenland 
only six days previously, after an absence of a 
year from his family: we were indebted to Sir 
Roderick Murchison and the electric telegraph 
for securing his valuable services. 

Like the Paris omnibuses we were at length 
tozit conapZet, and quite as anxious to make a start. 

Ample provisions for twenty-eight months were 
embarked, including preserved vegetables, lemon- 
juice, and pickles, for daily consumption, and pre- 
served meats for every third day: also as much 
of Messrs. Allsopp’s stoutest ale as we could find 
room for. The Government, although declining 
to send out an expedition, yet now contributed 
liberally to our supplies. All our arms, powder, 
shot, powder for ice-blasting, rockets, maroons, 
and signal mortar, were furnished by the Board 
of Ordnance. The Admiralty caused 6682 lbs. of 
pemmican to be prepared for our use. Not less 
than 85,000 lbs. of this invaluable food have been 
prepared since 1845 at the Royal Clarence Vict- 
ualing Yard, Gosport, for the use of the Arctic 
Expeditions. It is composed of prime beef cut 
into thin slices and dried over a wood fire ; then 
pounded up and mixed with about an equal weight 
of melted beef fht. The pernrriican is then pressed 
into cases capable of containing 42 lbs. each. 
The Admiralty supplied us with d l  the requisite 
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ice-gear, such as saws from ten to eighteen fcct 
in length, ice-anchors, and ice-claws : also with 
our winter housing, medicines, pure lemon-juice, 
seamen's library, hydrographical instruments, 
chnrts, chronometers, and an ample supply of nrc- 
tic clothing which had remained in store from 
former espeditions. The Board of Trade con- 
tributed a variety of meteorologicnl and nauticd 
instruments and journals ; and I found that I had 
but to ask of these dcpartments for what was 
required, and if in store it was at once granted. 
I asked, however, only for such things as were 
indispensably necessary. 

The President and Council of the Royal So- 
ciety voted the sun1 of 501. from their don a t' ion 
fund for the purcliase of magnetic and other 
scientific instruments, in order that our antici- 
pated approach to so interesting a locality as the 
Magnetic Pole might not be altogether barren of 
results. 

Being desirous to retain for my vessel the 
privileges she formerly enjoyed as n yacht, my 
wishes were very promptly gratified ; in the first 
instance by the Royal I-Iarwicli Yacht Club, of 
which my officers and pyself were ciirolled as 
members - the Commodore, A. Arcedeclme, Esq., 
presenting my vessel with the linndsome ensign 
and burgee of the Club; and shortly afterwards 
by my being elected a niember of the Royal 
Victorin Yacht Club for the period of my voyage- 
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Lastly, upon the very day  of sailing, I was pro- 
posed for the Royal Yacht Squadron, to which 
the yacht had previously belonged when the 
property of Sir Richard Stratton. 

Throughout the whole period required for our 
equipment, I constantly experienced the heartiest 
co-operation and earnest good will fiom all with 
whom my varied duties brought me in contact. 
Deep sympathy with Lady Franklin in her dis- 
tress, her self-devotion and sacrifice of fortune, 
and an earnest desire to extend succor to any 
chance survivors of the ill-fnted expedition who 
might still exist, or at least, to ascertain their 
fate: and rescue from oblivion their heroic deeds, 
seemed the natural promptings of every honest 
English heart. It is needless to add that this 
esperience of public opinion confirmed my own 
impression that the glorious mission intrusted to 
me was in reality a great iaatioizal dtity. I could 
not but feel that, if the gigantic and admirably 
equipped national expeditions sent out on pre- 
cisely the same duty, and reflecting so much 
credit upon the Board of Admirnlity, were ranked 
amongst the noblest efforts in ihe cause of human- 
ity any nation ever engaged in, and that, if high 
lionor was awarded to all composing those splen- 
did expeditions, surely the effort became still 
more remarkable and worthy of approbation when 
ita nieans were limited to one little vessel, con- 
tainiiig but twenty-five souls, equipped and pro. 
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visioned (although eiliiciently, yet) in a imiiiicr 
more according ~vitlz the limited resources of a 
private inclividusl tlinn with those of the public 
purse. The less the means, the inore arduous I 
felt was the achievement. The greater the risk 
-fix the (3‘0s’ was to be launclied alone into 
ihose turbulent seas from which evcry other ves- 
sel had long since been withdrawn -the more 
glorious would be the success, the more honora- 
ble even the defeat, if again defeat awaits us. 

Upon the last day of June, Lady Fmnlrlin, 
accompanied by her niece Miss Sophia Cracroft, 
and Capt. Mztguire, R. N., came on board to bid us 
farewell, for we purposed sailing in the evening. 
Seeing how deeply agitated she was on leaving 
the ship, I endeavored to repress the entliusiasm 
of my crew, but without avail; it found vent in 
three prolonged, hearty cheers. The strong feel- 
ing which prompted them was truly sincere ; and 
this unbiclden exhibition of it can hardly have 
gratified her for whom it was intended more than 
it did myself. 

I must here insert the only written instructions 
I could prevail upon Lady Franlrliii to give me ; 
they were not read until the Fox ’ was fairly in 
the Atlantic. 

ABERDEEN, June 29, 1857. 
MY DEAR CAPTAIN M’CLINTOCR, 

You bnvc kindly invited rno to give you “In~fruc. 
tions,” but I cannot bring myself to feel that it would be rjght 
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in me in any way to influence your judgment in the conduct of 
your noble undertaking; and indeed I liavg no temptation to 
do so, dncc i t  appears to me that your views are almost idend 
tical with those which I had independently formed before I liad 
the advantage of being thorouglily possessed of yours. But 
li?d this been otherwise, I trust you would have found me 
ready to prove the implicit confidence I place in you by yield- 
ing my own views to your more enlightened judgment ; Irnom- 
ing too as I do that your whole heart also is in the cause, even 
as my own is. As to the objects of the expedition and their 
relative importance, I am sure you know that the rescue of any 
possible survivor of the ‘ Erebus ’ and ‘ Terror’ would be to 
me, as i t  would be to you, the noblest result of our efforts. 

To this object I wish every other to be subordinate ; and 
next to it in importance is the recovery of the unspealtably 
precious documents of the expedition, public and private, and 
tho personal relics of my dear husband and his companions. 

And lastly, I trust it may be  in your power to confirm, 
directly or inferentially, the claims of my Iiu~band’s expedition 
to the earliest discorery of the passage, wliich, if Dr. Rae’s 
report be true (and the Government of our country has RC- 

cepted and  rewarded i t  as such), these martyrs i n  a. noble 
cause achieved a t  their last extremity, after five long years of 
labor and suffering, if not at an  earlier period. 
1 atn sure you mill do a11 that man can do for the attainment 

of sll these objects ; my only fear is that you may spend ycur- 
selves too much in the effort; and you must therefore let me 
tell you how mucli dearer to me even than any of them is Ihe 
preservation of the valuable lives of the little bard of lieroes 
who are  your companions and followers. 

May God in his great mercy preserve you all from hnrm 
amidst the Iabors and perils which await you, and restore YOU 

to us in health and safety as well as honor I As to tho lionor I 
can have no misgiving. It will be pours as much if you fail 
(since you may fail in spite of cvery eFort) as if you succeed; 
and be asrurcd that? unclcr any and all circomzstaiices whatever, 
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such i s  my unbounded confidence in you, you will ever possess 
and be entitled to the enduring gratitude of your sincere and 
attached friend, 

JANE FRANKLIN. 

We were not destined to get to sea that even- 
ing. The ‘ Fox,’ hitherto during her brief career, 
accustomed only to the restraint imposed upon a 
gilded pet in summer seas, seemed to have got an 
inkling that her duty henceforth was to combat 
with difficulties, and, entering fully into the spirit 
of the cruise, answered her helm so much more 
readily than the pilot expected that she rcwl 
aground upon the bar. She was promptly shored 
up, and remained in that position until next 
morning, when she floated off unhurt a t  high 
water, and commenced her long and lonely 
voyage. 

Scarcely had we left the busy world behind 
us when we were actively engILged in making 
arrangements for present comfort and future 
exertion. How busy, how happy, and how full 
of hope we a11 were then! 

On the night of the 2d of July we passed 
through the Pentland Firth, where the tide rush- 
ing inipetuously against a strong wind raised up 
a tremendous sea, amid which the little vessel 
struggled bravely under steam and canvas. The 
ble@ wild shores of Orlrney, tho still wilder 
pilot’s crew, and their hoarse screams and unin- 
tclligiblc dialect, the shrill cry of innumerable 

2 
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sea-birds, the howling breeze and angry sea, made 
us feel as if we had suddenly awoke in Green- 
land itself. The southern extremity of that ice- 
locked continent became visible on the 12th. It 
is quaintly named Cape Farewell ; . but whether 
by some sanguine outward-bound adventurer who 
fancied that in leaving Greenland behind him he 
Lad already secured his passage to Cathay; or 
whether by the wearied homesick mariner, feebly 
escaping from the grasp of winter in his shattered 
bark, and firmly purposing to bid a long farewell 
to this cheerless land, history altogether fails to 
enlighten us. 

From January until July this coast is usually 
rendered unapproachable by D broad margin of 
heavy ice, which drifts there from the vicinity of 
Spitzbergen, and, lapping round the Cape, extends 
alongshore to the northward about, as far as Baal’s 
River, a distance of 250 miles. Although it effectr 
ually blockades the ports of South Greenland for 
the greater part of the summer, and is justly 
dreaded by the captains of the Greenland traders, 
i t  confers important benefits upon the Greeii- 
lander by bearing to his shores immense numbers 
of seals and many bears. The same current 
which conveys hither all this ice is also freighted 
with a scarcely less valuable supply of driftwood 
from the Siberian rivers. n 

About this time, one of my crew showing 
symptoms of diseased lungs, I determined to 
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embrace the earliest opportunity of sending him 
home out of a climate so fiattcl to those who are 
thus affected ; aiid having learnt from Mr. Peter- 
sen, who had quitted Greenland only in April 
last, that  a vessel mould very soon leave Freder- 
ickshaab for Copenhagen, I resolved to go to 
that place in order to catch this homeward-bound 
ship. 

It was necessary to push through the Spitzber- 
gen ice, and we fortunately succeeded in doing SO 
after eighteen hours of buffeting with this €ormi- 
dable enemy; a t  first we found it tolerably loose, 
and the wind beins strong and favorable, we 
thumped along pleasantly enough ; but as we ad- 
vanced, the ice becnme much more closely packed, 
Q thick fog came on, and many hard knoclrs were 
exchaaged; a t  length our steam carried us 
through into the broad belt of clear water be- 
tween the ice and land, which Petersen assures 
me always exists here a t  this season. 

The dense fog now prevented further progress, 
and as cvening closed in I gave up all hope of 
improvement for the night, when suddenly the 
fog rolled back upon the land, disclosing some 
islets close to us, then the rugged points of main- 
land, and a t  length, lifting altogether, the distant 
snowy mountain-peaks ag&nst a deep blue sky. 

The evening bccnme bright and delightful ; 
the whole extent bf coast was fringed with innu- 
merable islets, backed by lofty mountains, ad, 
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being richly tinted by a glorious western ,sun, 
formed an unusually splendid sight. Greenland 
unveiled to our anxious gaze that memorable 
evening, all the magnificence of her natural 
beauty. Was i t  to welcome us that she thus cast 
off her dingy outer mantle, and shone forth 
radiant with smiles ? - such winning smiles ! 

A faint streak of mist, which we could not 
account for, appeared to float across a low, wide 
interval in the mountain range; the telescope 
revealed its true character,-it was a portion of 
the distant glacier. We found ourselves upon the 
Tallard Bank, 30 miles north of our port, having 
been rapidly carried northwards by the Spitzber- 
gen current. 

20th.-TThis morning the chief trader of 
the settlement, or, as he is more usually styled by 
the English, the Governor, came off to us, and his 
pilot soon conducted us into the safe little harbor 
of Frederickshanb. I was much gratified to learn 
that we were just in time to secure a passage 
home for our ailing shipmate. 

For trading purposes Greenland is monopolized 
by the Danish government; its Esquimaux and 
mixed population amount to about 7000 souls. 
About 1000 Danes reside constantly there for the 
purpose of conducting the trade, which consisb 
almost exclusively in the exchange of Europeall 
a woods for oil and the skins of seals, reindeer, and 
;I few other animals. 
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The Esquimaux are not subject to Danish laws, 
but although proud of their nominal independence 
they are sincerely attached to the Danes, and 
with abundant reason j a Luthercm clergyman, a 
doctor, and a schoolmaster, whose duty it is to 
give gratuitous instruction and relief, are paid by 
the Government, and attached to each district; 
and when these improvident people are in dis- 
tress, wliich not u~~fiequently happens during the 
long winters, provisions are issued to them free 
of cost; spirits are strictly prohibited. All of 
them have become Christians, and many can rend 
and write. 

Have we English done more, or as much, for 
the aborigines in any of our numerous colonies, 
and especially for the Esquimaux within our own 
territories of Labrador and Hudson's Bay ? 

Greenland is divided into two inspectorates, 
the northern and southern; the inspcctor of the 
latter division, Dr. Rink, had arrived a t  Freder- 
icl-rshaab upon his suminer round of visits only 
the day previous to ourselves. IIe came on board 
to cd l  upon me, and after Divine service I landed, 
and enjoyed a ramble with him over the moss- 
clad hills. Our Grst meeting was in North Green- 
land,in 1848; we had not seen one another since, 
so we had much to talk about. Dr. Rink is n gen- 
tleman of acknowledged talent, a distinguished 
traveller, and is thorouglily conversant with the 
sciences of geology and botany. 

* *  f 

2" B 
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Unfortunately for me his excellent work on 
Greenland has not been translated into English. 

We were kindly permitted to purchase 4ght  
tons of coals, and such small things as were re- 
quired; the only fiesh supplies to be obtaiiicd 
besides codfish, which was abundant, consisted of 
a very few ptarmigan and hares, and a couple of 
kids; these last are scarce. Some goats exist, 
but for eight months out of tEie year they are 
shut up in a house, and even now - in midsum- 
mer, - are only let out in the daytime. We also 
purchased of the Xsquimaux some specimens of 
Esquimaux workmanship, such as models of the 
native dresses, kayaks, etc.,. also birds’ skins and 
eggs. I saw fine specimens of a white man, and 
of a bird said to be extremely rare in Greenland, 
-it was a species of grebe, Podictps cristatus, I 
imagine. Frederickshaab is just now well sup- 
plied with wood : besides an unseaworthy brig, 
the wreck of a large timber-ship lay on the 
beach, and an abandoned timber-vessel, which was 
met with between Iceland and Greenland in JUIY 
by Prince Napoleon, drifted upon the coast 30 
miles to the northward in the following Septom- 
ber. 
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C H A P T E R  1 1 .  

Fiskornnes nnd Esquimaux - Tho ‘FOX ’ roachos Disco - Disco Fiord - Summor soonery- Wnigat Strait - Coaling from tho mino - Pur- 
chnsing Esquimnux dogs - IIcnvy gal0 off Upcrnivik - Mclvillo Bay - Tho middlo ico - Tho groat glacior of Groonlnnd - Reindcor 
cross tho glacier. 

23rd Jib. -SAILED the day before yesterday for 
Godhaab. The fog was thick, and wind strong 
and contrary, but the current being favorable we 
found ourselves off the small outrstation of Fisk- 
ernaes, when early this morning our fore topmast 
was carried away; this accident induced me to 
run in and anchor for the purpose of repairing 
the damage. 

After passing within the outer islets, the Mora- 
vian settlement of Lichtenfels came in view upon 
the right hand; it consists of a large, sombre- 
looking wooden house, over which is a belfry, a 
smaller wooden house, and about a dozen native 
huts, roofed with sods, and scarcely distinguish- 
able from the ground they stand on, even at 
a very short distance. The land immediately 
behind is a barren rocky steep, now just s~iffi- 
ciently denuded of snow to look desolate in the 
extreme. A strong tide was setting out of the 
fiord, as we approached, and anchored in the 
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rocky little cove of Fiskernnes; liere we were 
not only sheltered from thc wiiicl, but tlie steep 
dark rocks within a ship’s length on each siclc of 
IIS, refiected a strong heat, whilst large mosquitoes 
lost no. time in paying us their annoying visits. 
This reniote spot has been visited by the Arctic 
voyagers, Captain IngleGcld, R.N., and Dr. Icnne, 
U.S.N., and still more recently by Prince Napo- 
leon. Dr. Kane’s account of his visit is full and 
very interesting. Cod-fishing was now in full 
activity, and the few men not so einployed had 
gone up the fiord to hunt reindeer. 

The solitary dwelling-house belongs, of course, 
to the chief trader, and is a model of cleanliness 
and order; built of wood, it exhibits all the 
resources of the painter’s art; the exterior is a 
dull red, the window-frames are white, floors yel- 
low, wooden partitions and low ceilings pale blue. 
The lady of the house had resided here for about 
eight years, and appeared to LIS to be, and ac- 
knowledged she was, heartily tircd of the solitude. 
She gave me coffee, and some seeds for cultiva- 
tion at our winter quarters; these were lettuce, 
spinach, turnips, carraway and peasy the latter 
being the cominon kind used on board ship; 
usually they have only produced leaves on this 
spot, but oiice the young peas grew large enough 
for the table. I expressed n wish to see the intc- 
rior of an Esquiinaux tent.. Peterson pulled aside 

thin membrane of some animal, which Ililng 
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across the doorway, and served to exclude the 
wind, but admitted light, for, although past, inid- 
night, the sun was up. Some seveii or eight 
individuals lay within, closely packed upon the 
ground; the heads of old and young, rnales and 
females, being just visible above the common 
covering. Going to bed here, only means lying 
down with your clotlies on, upon a reiiidcer skin, 
wherever you can find room, and pulling another 
fur-robe over you. 

Fislcernaes appeared to be a sunny little nook, 
yet all the people we saw there were suffering 
from colds and couglis, and inany deaths had 
occurred during the spring. The boys brought 
us handfuls of rough garnets, some of them as 
large as walnuts, receiving with evident satisfac- 
tion biscuits in exchange. 

By next morning we were able to  put to sea, 
and early on the day following arrived off the 
large settlement of Godhaad; it is in the “Gil- 
bert Sound ” of Davis, and appears in many old 
charts as Baal’s River. Almost adjoining God- 
haab is the Moravian settlement of New Herrnliut. 
I-Iere it was that Hans Egede, the missionary 
f‘tlier of Greenland, established himself in 1721, 
and thus re-opened the communication between 
Europe and Greenland, which had ceased upon 
the extinction of its early Scandinavian settlers, 
in the 14th century. 

A few years after Egede’s successful beginning, 

. 
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the Moravian mission still existing under the 
name of New Herrnhut was established. At 
present the Moravians support four missions in 
Greenland; they are not subject to the Danish 
authorities, but are not permitted in any way to 
trade. . 

As we were about to enter the harbor, the 
Danish vessel - the sole object of our visit - 
came out, so not a moment was lost in sending 
on board our invalid and our letter-bag, and in 
landing our coasting pilot. This man had brought 
us up from Frederickshaab for the very moderate 
sum of three pounds ; he was an Esquimaux, and, 
as the brother of poor Hans, Dr. Kane’s unhappy 
dog-driver, was received with favor amongst us, 
and soon won our esteem by his quiet, obliging 
disposition, as also by his ability in the discharge 
of his duty; he was so keensighted, and so vigi- 
lant, it was quite 8 comfort to have him on board 
during the foggy weather, for he could recognise, 
on the instant, every rock or point, even when 
dimly looming through the mist. We were not 
long in discovering that his absence was a loss to  

When passing out to the north of the Kooltoi-- 
nen Islands, the wind suddenly failed, and at the 
game time a swell from to seaward reached us; 
we therefore had considerable difficdty in towing 
the ship clear of the rgdks; for nearly half an 
hour our pqsition was most critical. 

us. 
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3lst.-Anchored at Godhaven (or Lievely ), 
in Disco, far n few hours. I presented a letter 
from the Directors of the Royal Greenland C,m- 
merce to the Inspector of North Greenland, Mr. 
Olrilr, authorising him to furnish us with any 
needful supplies. Our only wants wers sledge- 
dogs and a native to manage them. We soon 
obtained ten of the former, but were advised to 
go into Disco Fiord, where many of the Esqui- 
maux were busy in taking and drying salmon- 
trout, and where some would most probably be 
obtained. 

I was much pleased with Mil. Olrik’s kind recep- 
tion of me, and soon found him to be not only 
agreeable but well informed ; born in Grecnland, 
of Danish parents, he is thoroughly conversant 
with the language and habits of the Esquimaux, 
and has devoted much of his leisure time in col- 
lecting rare specimens of the animal, vegetable, 
and mineral productions of the country, I came 
away enriched by some fossils fi-om tlie fossil 
forest of Atanekerdluk, also with specimens of 
native coal. 

It was here I met with the late commandcrs 
of the whalers ‘Gipsy’ and ‘Undaunted,’ of 
Peterhead, which had been crushed by the ice 
iii Melville Bay, five or six wcclrs previously; 
all the otlier whalers had returned from the 
north, along tlie pack edge, and passed south of 
Disco. They said that the ice in Melville Bay 
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was all broken up, and that they thought we 
should find but little difficulty a t  this late period 
in passing through it into the North Water. 

Leaving Godhaven in the afternoon with a 
native pilot, we found ourselves some 10 or 12 
miles up Disco Fiord at  an early hour next morn- 
ing. After despatching the pilot to announce 
our arrival to his countrymen at their fishing 
station, '7 or 8 miles further up, the Doctor and I 
landed upon the north side to explore. 

The scenery is charming, lofty hills of trap 
rock, with unusually rich slopes (for the 70th 
parallel) descending to the fiord, and strewed 
with boulders of gneiss and granite. We found 
the blue campanula holding a conspicuous place 
amongst the wild flowers. I do not know a more 
enticing spot in Greenland for a week's shooting, 
fishing, and yachting than Disco Fiord ; hares 
and ptarmigan may be found along the bases of 
the hills; ducks are most abundant upon the 
fiord, and delicious salmon-trout very plentiful 
in the rivers. Formerly Disco was fkmed for 
the large size and abundance of its reindeer; but 
for some unexplained .reason they now coiifiiie 
themselves to the mainland. 

At this season the natives of Godhaab resort 
here and enjoy the trout fishery,-it is truly 
their season of harvest: the weather is pleasant, 
food delicious and abundant, p d  the labor an 
agreeable pastime, 
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Some lr,zyaks soon came off to tlie ship, bring- 
ing salmon-trout, both fresh and smolad. 

A young Esquimaux, named Christian, volun- 
teered his services as our dog-drivcr, and was 
accepted j he is about 23 years of age, uiimnr- 
ried, and an orphan. The men soon thoroughly 
washed and cropped him : soap and scissors being 
novelties to nn Esquimaux: they then rigged 
liiilz in sailor’s clothes; lie was evidently not n t  
home in them, but was not the less proud of his 
improved appearance, as reflected in the admir- 
ing glances of his countrynien. 

We now hastened away to tho Waigat Strait to 
complete our coals. When passing Godhaven, 
the pilot was launched off our deck in his little 
lrayalt without stopping tlie ship! As a Irayalr is 
usually about 18 feet long, 8 inches deep, and 
only 16 or 1’7 inches wide, it requires great 
expertness to perform such a feat without the 
addition of a capsize. . 

4th Augzd. -Entered the Waigat yesterday 
morning, slowly steaming tlirough a sea of glass. 
Its surface was only rippled by tlie myriads c& 
eider-ducks which extended over it for several 
miles: most of them were immature in plumage, 
and were probably the birds of last ycar. 

After running about 24 ides ,  towards cvening 
wc appronched n low range of sandstone cliffs on 
the Disco shore, in which horizontal sefims of c o d  
were seen. Here we anchored# pnd immediately 

3 
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commenced coaling. It was fortunate we did so, 
for soon it begm to blow hard ; and ere noon 
to-day we were obliged, for tlie safety of the ship, 
to leave our exposed anchoragc, having homlver 
secured eight or nine tons of tclerable coal. For- 
merly these coal-seams were workcd for the sup- 
ply of the neighboring settlements, but for several 
years past it  has been found more profitable and 
convenient to send out coals from Denmark, and 
thus permit tlie natives to devote their tvhole 
time to the seal-fishery. 

The Waigat scenery is unusually grand; the 
strait varies froin 3 to 5 leagues in width; on 
each side are mountaiiis of 3000 feet in height. 
The Disco side, upon which we landed, is com- 
posed of trap, sandstone appearing only at  the 
beach, and occasionally rising in cliKs to about 
100 feet. Upon the moss-clad slopes many €rag- 
ments of quartz and zeolite were met with. The 
north end of Disco is almost a precipice to its 
snow-capped summit, whicli is 4000 feet high. 

5ih-A pleasant fair wind carries us rapidly 
porthimrd, passing many icebergs. Our rigging 
is richly garnished with split codfish, vhich me 
hoped would dry and keep; but a warm day in 
Disco Fiord, and much rain with a southerly gale 
in the Waipt ,  have destroyed it for our own 
use. It is however still valuable as €ood for our 
dogs. I am very anxious to  complete my stock of 
these our native auxiliarieg as without tllem we 
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cannot hope to esplore all the lands which it is 
the object of our voyage to search. We could 
only obtain ten at Godhaven, and require twenty 
more. 

G t k -  By Petersen's intimate knowledge of the 
coast we were enabled to run close in to the little 
settlement of Proven during the night, and obtain 
a few dogs and dogs' food. This morning we 
reached the extreme station of Upernivilc, the 
last trace of civilization we s l d l  meet with for 
some time. Here Peterscn re- 
sided for twelve of the eighteen years he has spent 
in Greenland, and his unlooked-for re-appearance 
astonished and delighted the small community, 
more especially Governor Fliescher and his house- 
hold, who received us with a most hearty wel- 
come. 

7ih.-Yesterda,y, when we hove to off Uper- 
nivik, the weather was very bad and rapidly 
growing worse, therefore OUY stay was limited to a 
couple of hours. The last letters for home were 
landed, fourteen dogs and a quantity of seal's 
flesh for them embarked, and the ship's head was 

It was then blowing a southerly gale, wilh 
overcast murky sky, and a heavy sea rimning. 
When four miles outside the outer island, break- 
ers were suddenly discovcred nhend, only just in 
time to avoid the ledge of sunken rocks upon 
which ihe sea was besting most violently. MCW' 

It is in lat. '72; N. 

' tiimed seaward. 
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such rocks lie at considerable distances beyond 
the islands which border this coast, and greatly 
add to the dangers of its navigation. Being now 
fairly at sea, and the ship under easy sail for 
the night, I went early to bed in the h q e  OF 
sleeping. I had. been up all the previous night, 
naturally anxious about the ship threading her 
way through so many dangers, uncertain about 
being able to complete the number of our sledge- 
dogs, and much occupied in closing my corre- 
spondence, to which there would be an end for 
at least R year. All this over, the uncertain 
future loomed ominously before me. The great 
responsibilities I had undertaken seemed now 
and at once to fall with all their weight upon 
me. A mental whirlpool was thc consequence, 
which, backed by the material storm, and the 
howling of the wretched dogs in concert on 
deck, together with the tumbling about of every 
thing below, long kept sleep in abeyance. 

One thought and feeling predominated : it 
was gratitude, deep and humble, for the success 
which had hitherto attended us, and for some 
narrow escapes which I must ever regard as 
Providential. 

Yesterday’s gale has given place to calm foggy 
weather. An occasional iceberg is seen. The 
officers amuse themselves in trying new guns, 
and shooting sea-birds for our Clogs. 

Governor E’liescher told me yesterday that for 
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the last four weeks southerly winds prevailed, 
and that only a fortnight ago his boat was unable 
to reach the Looin Cliffs a t  Cape Shackleton, 50 
miles north of Upernivilc, in consequence of the 
ice being pressed in against the land. I fear 
these same winds have closed togetlier the ice 
which occupies the middle of Davis’ Strait (hence 
called the middle ice), so that we shall not be 
able to penetrate it. I-Iowever, we are standing 
out to inalce the attempt. 

To the uninitiated it may be as well to observe 
that each winter the sea called Baffin’s Bay 
freezes over; in spring this vast body of ice 
breaks up, and drifting southward in a, mass- 
called the main-pack, or the middle ice-ob- 
structs the passage across from east to west. 

North Passage ” is made by sailing round 
the north end of this pack ; the G Middle Passage,” 
by pushing through it ; and the “Southern Pas- 
sage,” by passing round its southern extreme; 
but seasons do occur when none of these routes 
are practicable. 

I t  is very remarkable that southward of Disco 
northerly winds have prevailed. They greatly 
impeded our progress up Davis’ Strait, but we 
cheered ourselves with the hope that they would 
e8’ectually clear R path for us across the northern 
part of Baffin’s Bay. 

8th -Last night we reached the edge of the 
middle ice, about 70 miles to the west of Uper- 

The 

3” 



30 MELVILLE BAY. CRAP. 11. 

nivik, and ran southward along its edge all night. 
This morning, in thick fog, the ship was caught 
in its margin of loose ice. The fog soon after 
cleared 04 and we saw the clear sea about two 
miles to the eastward, whilst all to the west was 
irnpene trable closely-packed floe-pieces. After 
steaming out of our predicamcnt (a niatter which 
wc could not accomplis11 under sail) we ran on to 
the southward until evening, but found the pack 
edge still composed of light ice very closely 
pressed together. 

I’Iaving now closely examined it for an extent 
of 40 miles, I was satisfied that we could not force 
a passage through it across Baffin’s Bay, as is 
frequently done in ordinary seasons ; therefore, 
taking advantage of a fair wind, we steered to 
the northward, in order to seek an opening in 
that direction. 

12lh.--We are in &Ielville Bay; made fast this 
afternoon to an iceberg, which lies aground in 
58 fathoms water, about 2 miles from Browne’s 
Islands, and between them and the great glacier 
which here takes the place of the coast-line. 

We have got thus far without any difficulty, 
sailing along the edge of the middle ice; but 
here we find it pressing in against Browne’s Isl- 
ands, and covering the whole bay to the north- 
ward, quite in the steep face of the glacier. This 
is evidently the result of long-continued soutl1. 
erly winds; but as the ice is very much broken 
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up, we may expect it to move off rapidly be- 
fore tlie antuinnnl northerly winds now due, and 
these winds invariably remove the previous sea- 
son’s ice. All that we know of Melville Bay 
navigrztion in August, is derived from the espe- 
rience of Government and private searching ex- 
peditions during eight or nine seasons, My own. 
three previous transits across it were made in 
this month. The dialers either get through in 
June or July, or give up the attenipt as being 
too late for their fishing. It Dequently happens 
that they get rouiid the south end of the middle 
ice, between latitudes GG” and 69” N., and LIP 

tlie west const of Usfin’s Bay late in the season; 
but we have no accounts of these voyages, nor 
should I be justified, at this late period of the 
season, in qbandoniiig the prospect before me, in 
order to attempt a route which, even if success 
ful, would lengthen our voyage to Barrow Strait 
by 700 or 800 miles. TQe have already passed 
what is usually thc most difficult nncl d:Lngeroug 
part of the Melville Bay transit. 

There is niucli to excite intense admiration 
and wonder around us ; onc cannot at once nppre- 
ciate the grandeur of this mighty glacier, esteiid- 
ing unbroken for 40 or 50 miles. Its sea-cliff+ 
about 5 or G miles from us, appear comparatively 
low, yet the icebergs detnclied from it are of 
the loftiest description. IIerc, on the spot, it 
docs not seem incorrect to compare the- icebergs 
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to mere chippings off its edge, and the floe-ice to 
the thinnest shavings. 

The far-off outline of glacier, seen against the 
eastern sky, has a faint tinge of yellow; it is 
almost horizontal, and of unknown distance and 
elevation. 

There is an unusual dearth of birds and seals ; 
everything around us is painfully still, excepting 
when an occasional iceberg splits off from the 
parent glacier; then we hear a rumbling crash 
like distant thunder, and the wave occasioned 
by the launch reaches us in SLY or seven minutes, 
and makes the ship roll lazily for a similar period. 
I cannot imagine that within the wholc compass 
of nature’s varied aspects, there is presented to 
the human eye a scene so well adapted for pro- 
moting deep and serious reflection, for lifting the 
thoughts from trivial things of every day life to 
others of the highest import. 

The glacier serves to remind one at once of 
Time and of Eternity-of time, since we see 
portions of it break off to drift and melt away; 
and of eternity, since its downward march is so 
extremely slow, and its augmentations behind so 
regular, that no change in its appearance is per- 
ceptible. from awe to age. If even the untaught 
savages of Zuxiwian t tropical regions regard the 
earth merely as a temporary abode, surely all 
who gxze upon this ice-overwhelmed region, this 
wide expanse of ‘‘ terrestrial wreck,” mu& be 

9 
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similarly assured that here '(we have no abid- 
ing place." 

During daytime the strong glare is very dis- 
trensing, hence the subdued light of midnight, 
when ..the sun just skiins along the northern 
horizon, is much the most agreeable part of the 
twenty-four hours j the temperature varies be- 
tween 30" and 40" of Fahrenheit. 

The driftrice of various descriptions about us 
is constantly in motion under the influence of 
mysterious surface and undcr currents (according 
to their relative depths of floatation), which whir1 
them about in every possible direction. 

To the S.E. are two small islands, almost envel- 
oped in the glacier, and far mitliiii it an occasional 
mountainpeak protrudes from beneath. 

From observing closely the variations in the 
glacier surface, I think we may safely infer that 
wbere it lies unbroken and smooth, the support- 
ing land is level ; and wherc much crevassed, the 
land beneath is imeven. The crevassed parts are 
o€ course impassable, but, by following the wind- 
ings of the smooth surface, I think the interior 
could be reached. Some attempts to cross the 
glacier in South Greenland have failed, yet, by 
studying its character and attending to this 
remark, I think places might be found where 
an attempt would succeed. Mr. Petersen tells 
me that the Esquimaux of Upernivik are unable 
to account for occasional disappearances and re- 

0 
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appearances of immense herds of reindeer, except 
by assuming that they migrate a t  intervals to 
feeding-grounds beyond the glacier, the surface 
of which he also says is smooth enough in ma.ny 
places even for dog-sledges to travel upon. As 
there is much uninhabited land, both to the 
northward and southward of Upernivilr, I do not 
see the necessity for this supposition. The habits 
of the Esquimaux confine them almost exclu- 
sively to the islands and sea-coasts. 
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C H A P T E R  111. 
nIclvillc Bay-Bosot in Melville Bay- Signs of Winter- Tho coming 

etorm -Drifting in tho pack- Cnninc nppotito-Resigned to n wintor 
in tlic pack -Dinnor stolon by sllnrks - Tho Arctic slinrk - Whito 
Wlialcs und Killcrs. 

15th Azyzut.-Tmm days of the most perfect 
calm have sadly taxed our patience. Lovely 
bright weather, but scarcely a living creature 
seen. This afternoon the anxiously-looked-for 
north wind sprang up, and immediately the light 
ice began to drift away before it, but it is not 
strong enough to influence the icebergs, and they 
greatly retard the clearing-out of the bay. We 
have noticed a constant wind off the glacier, 
probably the result of its cooling effect upon the 
atmosphere ; this wind does not extend more than 
3 or 4 miles out froin it. 

1Gth. - One of the loveliest mornings imagin- 
able : the icebergs sparlcled in the sun, and the 
breeze was just sufficiently strong to ripple the 
patches of dark blue sea; beyond this, there was 
nothing to cheer one in the prospect from the 
Crow's-nest a t  four o'clock ; but little change had 
taken place in the ice; I therefore determined 
to run back along the pack-edge to the south- 
westward, in the hope that some favorable change 
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might have taken place further off shore. The 
barometer was unusually low, yet no indication 
of any change of weather. A seaman’s chest was 
3icked up j it contained only a spoon, a fork, and 
some tin canisters, and probably drifted here from 
the southward, where the two whale-ships werc 
crushed in June, affording another proof of the 
prevalence of southerly winds. As we steainecl 
on, the ice was found to have opened consider- 
ably ; it fell calm, and mist was observed rolling 
along the glacier from the southward. By noon 
a S.E. wind reached us; all sail was set,’the leads 
or lanes of water became wider, and our hopes of 
speedily crossing Melvillc Bay rose in proportion 
as our speed increased. We are pursuing our 
course without let or hindrance. 

17th. -The fog overtook us yesterday evening, 
and at length, unable to see our way, we made 
fast at eleven o’clock to the ice. The wind had 
freshened, it was evidently blowing a gale outside 
the ice. During the night we drifted rapidly 
together with the ice, and this morning, on the 
clearing off of the fog, we steamed and sailed on 
again, threading our way between the floes, which 
are larger and much covered with dry snow. 
This evening we again made fast, the floes having 
closed together, cutting off advance and retreat. 
A wintry night, much wind and snow. 

19th. - Continued strong S.E. winds, pressing 
the ice closely together, dark sky and snow; 
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everything wears a wintry and threatening as- 
pect; we arc closely henimecl in, and have our 
rudder and screw unshippecl. This recommence- 
inent of S.E. winds and rapid ebbing of the 
small remaining portion of summer mnlres me 
more anxious about the future than the present. 
Yesterday tlie weather improved, and by working 
for thirteen hours we got tlie ship out of her 
small ice-creek into a larger space of water, and 
in so doing advanced a mile and a half It is 
now calm, but the ice still drifts, as we would 
wish it, to tlie N.W. Yesterday we mere within 
12 miles of the position of the ‘ Enterprise ’ upon 
the same day in 1348, and under very similar 
conditions of weather and ice also. 

20th.- No favorable ice-drift : this detention 
has become most painful. The ‘ Enterprise ’ 
reached the open water upon this day in 1348, 
within 50 miles of our present position; unfor- 
tunately, our prospects are not so cheering. 
There is no relative motion in the floes of ice, 
except a gradual closing togetlier, the small 
spaces and streaks of water being still further 
diminished. The temperature has fallen, and is 
usually below the freezingpoint. I feel most 
keenly the difficulty of my position; we cannot 
afford to lose many more days. Of all the 
voyages to Barrow Strait, there are but two 
which were ‘delayed beyond this date, viz., Pnr- 
ry’s in 1824, and the ‘ Prince Albert’s’ in 1851. 

4 
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Should we not be released, and therefore be com- 
pelled to winter in this pack, notwithstanding all 
our efforts, I shall repeat the trial next year, and 
in the end, with God's aid, perform my sacred 
duty. 

The men enjoy a game of rounders on the ice 
e x h  evening; Petersen and Christian are con- 
stantly on the look-out for seals, as well as Hob- 
son and Young occasionally ; if in good condition 
and killed instantaneously, the seals float ; several 
have already been shot; the liver fried with b* 
con is excellent. 

Birds have become scarce,-the few we see 
are returning southward. How anxiously I watch 
the ice, weather, barometer, and thermometer ! 
Wind from any other quarter than S.E. would 
oblige the floe-pieces to rearrange themselves, in 
doing which they would become loose, and then 
would be our opportunity to proceed. 

24iA.- Bine weather with very light northerly 
winds. We have dri€ted 7 miles to the west in 
the last two days. The ice is now a close pack, 
so close that one may walk for many miles over 
it in any direction, by merely turning a little to 
the right or left to avoid the small water spaces. 
My frequent visits to the crow's-nest are not 
inspiriting : how aj3solutely distressing this im- 
prisonment is to me, no one without similar ex- 
perience can form any idea. As yet the crew 
have but little suspicion how blighted our pros 
pects are. 
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27th.- We daily make attempts to push on, 
and soinetirnes get a ship’s length, but yesterday 
evening we made tt miIe and a half! the ice then 
closed against the ship’s sides and liftcd her about 
a foot. We have had a fresh east wind for two 
clays, but no corresponding ice-drift to the west ; 
this is most discouraging, and can only be ac- 
counted for by supposing the existence of much 
ice or grounded icebergs in that direction. 

The dreaded reality of wintering in the pack 
is gradually ibrcing itself upon my mind,- but I 
must not write on this subject, it is 6ad enough 
to brood over it unceasingly. We can see the 
land all round Melville Bay, from Cape Wallcer 
nearly to Cape Yorlr. Petersen is indefatigable 
at seal-shooting, lie is so anxious to secure them 
for our dogs; he says they must be hit in the 
head; “if you hit him in the beef that is not 
good,” meaning that a flesh-wound does not pre- 
vent their escaping under the ice. Petersen and 
Christian practise an Esquimaux inode of attract- 
ing the seals; they scrape the ice, thus making a 
noise like that produced by a seal in making a 
hole with its flippers, and then place one end of 
a pole in the water and put their mouths close to 
the other end, making noises in imitation of the 
snorts and grunts of their intended victims; 
whether the device is successful or not I do not 
know, but it looks laughable enough. 

Christian came back a few days ago, like a 
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true seal-hunter, carrying his kayak on his head, 
and dragging a seal behind him. Only two 
years ago Petersen returned across this bay with 
Dr. Kane’s retreating party j he shot a seal which 
they devoured raw, and which under Providence, 
saved their lives. Petersen is a good icepilot, 
knows all these coasts as well as or better than 
any man living, and, from long experience and 
habits of observation, is almost unerring in his 
prognostications of the weather. Besides his great 
value to us as interpreter, few men are bet+ 
ter adapted for Arctic work, - an ardent sports- 
man, an agreeable companion, never a t  R loss for 
occupation or amusement, and always contented 
and sanguine. But me have happily many such 
dispositions in the ‘ Fox.’ 

3Oih.- The whole distance across Melville Bay 
is 1’70 miles: of this we have performed aboiit 
120, 40 of which we have drifted in the last four- 
teen days. The ‘Isabel’ sailed freely over this 
spot on 20th August, 1852 ; and the North Star ’ 
was beset on 30th July, 1849, to the soutl1ward 
of Melville Bay, and carried in the ice across it 
and some ’70 or 80 miles beyond, when she was 
set free on 26th September, and went into win- 
ter quarters in Wolstenholme Sound. What a 
precedent for us ! 

Yesterday we set to work as usual to warp the 
ship dong, and moved her ten feet: an insig. 
nificant hummock then blocked up the narrow 
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passage; as we could not push it before us, a 
two-pound blasting charge was exploded, and the 
surface ice was shattered, but such an immense 
quantity of broken ice came up from beneath, 
.that the difficulty was greatly increased instead 
of‘ bcing removed. This is one of the many 
instances in which our small vessel labors under 
very great disadvantages in ice-navigation - 
we have neither sufficient manual power, steam 
power, nor impetus to force the floes asunder. I 
am convinced that a steamer of moderate size 
and power, with a crew of €orty or fifty men, 
would have got through a hundred miles of such 
ice in less time than we have been beset. 

The temperature fell to 25” last night, and the 
pools are strongIy frozen over. I now look maf- 
ters steadily and calmly in the face ; whilst rea- 
sonable ground for hope remained I was anx- 
ious in the extreme. The dismal prospect of a 
‘c winter in the pack ” has scarcely begun to dawn 
upon the crew; however, I do not think they 
will be much upset by it. They had some excit- 
ing foot-races on the ice yesterday evening. 

1 s t  Sept. - The indication of an approaching 
S.E. gale are at all times sufficiently apparent 
here, and fortunately so, as it is the dangerous wind 
in the Melville Bay. It was on tlic morning of the 
30th, before church-time, that they attracted our 
attention : the wind was very light, but barometer 
low and falling ; vcry threatening appearances in 

4” 
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the S.E. quarter, dark-blue sky, and grey detached 
clouds slowly rising; when the wind commenced 
the barometer began to rise. This g.dc lasted 
forty-eight hours, and closed LIP every little spme 
of water; at first a11 the ice drifted before the 
wind, but latterly remained stationary. Twenty 
seals have been shot up to this time. 

On coinparing Petersen’s experience with my 
own and that of the ‘North Star’ in 1849, i t  
seems probable that the ice along the shores of 
Melville Bay, at this season, will drift northward 
close along the land as f‘ar ns Cape Parry, where, 
meeting with a S.W. current out of Whale or 
Smith‘s Sound, it will bc carried away into the 
middle of Baffin’s Bay, and thence during the 
winter down Davis’ Strait into the Atlantic. 
From Cape Dudley Digges to  Cape Parry, includ- 
ing Wolsteiiholme Sound, open water remains 
until October. It is strange that we have ceased 
to drift lately to the westward. 

6th.-During the last week we have only 
drifted 9 miles to the west. Obtained soundings 
in 88 fathoms; this is a discovery, and not :ti1 

agreeable one. Of the six or seven icebergs in 
sight, the nearest are to the west of us; tliey 
are very large, and appear to be aground; we 
approach them slowly. Pleasant weatlier, but the 
winds are much too gentle to be of service to 
us; although the nights are cold, yet during the 
day our men occasionally do their sewing on 
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deck. Our companions the seals are larger and 
fatter than formerly, therefore they float when 
shot,; we are disposed to attribute their improved 
condition to the better feeding upon this bank. 
The dredge brought up some few &ell-fish, star- 
fish, stones and much soft mud. 

9th.-On this day, in 1824, Sir Edward Parry 
got out of the middle ice, and succeeded in reach- 
ing Port Bowen. To continue hoping for release 
in time to reach Bellot Strait would be absurd; 
yet to employ the men we continue our prepa- 
ration of tents, sledges, and gear for travelling. 
Two days ago the ice became more slack than 
usual, and it long lane opened; its western ter- 
mination could not be seen from aloft. Every 
effort was made to get into this water, and by the 
aid of steam and blasting-powder we advanced 
100 yards out of the intervening 170 yards of 
ice, when the floes began to close together, a S.E. 
wind having sprung up. Had we succeeded in 
reaching the watci; I think we should have extri- 
cated ourselves completely, and perhaps ere this 
have reached Barrow Strait, but S.E. and S.W. 
gales succeeded, and it now blows a S.S.E. &de, 
with sleet. 

lOtli.-Young went to the large icebergs to- 
day; tlie nearest of them is 250 feet high, and 
in 83 fathoms water; it  is therefore. probably 
aground, except a t  spring tide ; tlie floe-ice w a  
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drifting past it  to the westward, and was crushing 
up agninst its side to a height of 50 feet. 

13th.-Thermometer has fallen to 17" a t  noon. 
We have drifted 18 miles to  the W. in the last 
week ; therefore our neighbors, the icebergs, are 
not always aground, but even when afloat drift 
more slowly than the light ice. There is a water- 
sky to the W. and N.W.; it is nearest to us in 
the direction of Cape Yo?$ ; could we oizb aduawe 
12 or 15 naiZes iiz that directwia, 1 am coiavinced we 
should be free to steer for Burrow Strazif. Forty- 
three seals have been secured for the dogs; one 
dog is missing, the remaining twenty-nine de- 
voured their two days' allowance of seal's flesh 
(60 or 65 lbs.) in forty-two seconds ! it contained 
no bone, and had been cut  up into small pieces, 
and spread out upon the snow, before they were 
permitted to rush to dinner ; in this way the weal: 
enjoy a fair chance, and there is no time for fight- 
ing. 

16ih.-At length we have drifted past the 
large icebergs, obtaining soundings in 69 fath- 
oms within a mile of them; they must now 
be aground, and have frequently been so during 
the last thrce weeks; and being directly upon 
our line of drift, are probably the immediate 
cause of our still remaining in Melville Bay. 
The ice is slack everywhere, but the temper* 
ture having fallen to 3", new ice rapidly forms, SO 

We dq not allow them on board. 
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that the change conies too late. The western 
limit of the day - Cape York - is very distinct, 
and not more than 25 miles from US. 

lSth.-Lanes of water in all directions; but 
the nearest is half a mile from us. They come 
too late, as do also the N.W. winds which have 
now succeeded the fatal south-easters. The tem- 
perature fell to 2" below zero last night. We 
are now at  length in the " North Water;" the 
old ice has spread out in all directions, so that it 
is only the young ice-formed within the last 
fortnight - which detains us prisoners here. 

The icebergs, the chief cause of our unfortu- 
nate detention, and which for more than three 
weeks were in advance of us to the westward, are 
now, in the short space of two days, nearly out 
of sight to the eastward. 

The preparations for wintering and sledge- 
travelling go on with unabated alacrity; the 
lattcr will be uscful should it become necessary 
to abandon the ship. 

Notwithstanding such a withering blight to my 
dearest hopes, yet I cannot overlook the many 
sources of gratification which do exist j we have 
not only the necessaries, but also a fair portion 
of the luxuries, of ordinary sea-life; our provi- 
sions and clothing are abundant and well suitcd 
to the climate. Our whole equipment, though 
npon so small a scale, is perfect in its way. We 
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all enjoy perfect health, and the men are most 
cheerful, willing, and quiet. 

Our native auxiliaries,” consisting of Christian 
and his twenty-nine dogs, are capable of perform- 
ing immense service ; whilst Mr. Petersen, from 
his great Arctic experience, is of much use to me, 
besides being all that I could wish as an inter- 
preter. Humanly speaking, we are not unreason- 
able in confidently looking forward to n success€ul 
issue of this season’s operations, and I greatly fear 
that poor Lady Franklin’s disappointment will 
consequently be the more severely felt. 

We are doomed to pass a long winter of abso- 
lute inutility, if not of idleness, in comparative 
peril and privation ; nevertheless the men seem 
very happy - thoughtless, of course, as true sail- 
ors always are. 

Wc have drifted off the bank into much deeper 
water, and suppose this is the reason that seals 
have become more scarce. 

22nd.-Constant N.W. winds continue to drift 
us slowly southward. Strong indications of water 
in the N.W., W., and S.E.; its vicinity may ac- 
count €or a rise in the temperature, without 
apparent cause, to 27” at noon to-day. 

The newly formed ice affords us delightful 
walking ; the old ice on the contrary is covered 
with a foot of soft snow. We have no shooting ; 
scarcely a living creature has been seen fir a 
week. 
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24th.-Yesterday I thought I saw two of our 
inen walking at a distance, and beyond some 
unsafc ice, but on enquiry found that all were on 
board: Petersen and I set off to reconnoitre the 
strangers ; they proved to be bears, but much too 
wary to let us come within shot. It was dark 
when we returned on board after a brisk wallr 
over the new ice. The calm air €eft agreeably 
mild. We were without mittens; and but that 
the brcath froze upon moustachios and beard, one 
could have readily imagined the night mas com- 
fortably warm. The thermometer stood at $- 5". 

To-day when walking in a fresh breeze the 
wind felt very cold, and kept one on the look-out 
for frost-bites, although the thermometer was up 
to 10". Games upon the ice and skating are our 
afternoon nmuscments, but we also have some 
few lovers of music, who embiwm the opportunity 
for vigorous execution, without fear of being re- 
minded that others may have ears more sensi- 
tive and discrimin,zting than their own. 

26th.-The mountain to the North of Melville 
Bay, known as the ' Snowy Peak,' was visible yes- 
terday, although 90 miles distant; I have calcu- 
lated its height to be GOO0 feet. A raven was 
shot to-day. 

2$lh.-Our salt meat is usually soaked for some 
days before being used ; €or this purpose it is put 
into a net, and lowercd through n hole in the ice ; 
this morning the net had been torn, and only a 



48 DINNER STOLEN BY. SHARICS. CIIAP. 111. 

fragment of it remained. We suppose our twenty 
two pounds of salt meat hail been devoured by 
a shark; it would be curious to know how such 
fare agrees with him, as a full meal of salted pro- 
vision will kill an Esquimaux dog, which thrives 
on almost anything. I used to remonstrate upon 
the skins of sea-birds being given to our dogs, but 
was told the feathers were good for them! Here 
all sea-birds are skinned before being cooked, 
otherwise our ducks, divers, and looms would be 
uneatably fishy. A well-baited shark-hook lias 
been substituted for the net of salt meat; I much 
wish to capture one of the monsters, as wonder- 
ful stories are told us of their doings in Green- 
land: whether they are the white shark or the 
basking shark of natural history I cannot find 
out. It is only of late years that the shark 
fishery has been carried on to any extent in 
Greenland; they are captured for the sake of 
their livers, which yield a considerable quantity of 
oil. It has very recently been ascertained that a 
valuable substance resembling spermaceti may ])e 
expressed from the carcase, and for this purpose 
powerful screw presses are now employed. In 
early winter the sharks are caught with hook and . 
line through holes in the ice. 

The Esquimaux assert that they are insensible 
to pain ; and Pctersen assures me he lias plunged 
8 long knife several times into the head of one 
whilst it continued to feed upon a white whale 
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entangled in his net!! It is not sufficient to 
drive thcni away with sundry thrusts of spears 
or lcnivcv, but t h y  must be towed away to soine 
distance from the nets, otheiwise they will return 
to feed. It must Le remembered that the brain 
of tl shark is extremely small in proportion to the 
size of its huge head. I have seen bullets fired 
through tliein with very little apparent effect; 
but if tliese creatures ea12 feel, the devices pmc- 
tised upon them by the Esquimaux must be cruel 
indeed. 

It is only in certain localities that sharks are 
found, and in these places they are often at- 
tracted to the nets by the anirnals entangled in 
them. The dogs are not suffered to eat either 
the skin or the head, the former iii conscquence 
of its extreme roughness, and the latter because 
it causes giddiness and makes them sick. 

The nets alluded to are set for the white whale 
or the seal ; if for the fonner, they are attached 
to the shore and extended off at right nngles so as 
to  intercept them in their autumnal southern mi- 
gration, wlien they swim close along the rocks to 
avoid their direst foe, the grampus, or killer, of 
sailors, the Dc&hiims orca of naturalists. When 
the white whale is stopped by the net i t  often 
appears at first to be unconscio~is of the fact, and 
continues to swim against it, affording time for 
the approach of the boat and deadly harpoon 
from behind. If entangled in the net a very 

5 D 
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short time suffices to drown them, as, like all the 
whale tribe, they are obliged to come to the sur- 
€ace to breathe. 

The killer is also a cetacean of considerable 
size, 15 to 20 feet in length, but of very different 
habits; it  is very swift, is armed with power- 
ful teeth, and is gregarious. When in sufficient 
numbers they even attack the whale, impeding 
his progress by fastening on his fins and tail. I n  
summer they appear in the Greenland seas, and 
the seals instantly seek refuge from them in the 
various creeks and inner harbors ; and the Esqui- 
maux hunter in his frail kayak, when he sees the 
huge pointed dorsal fin swiftly cleaving the sur- 
face of the sea, is scarcely less anxious to shun 
such dangerous company. With such stories as 
these Petersen beguiles the time ; I never tire of 
listening to them, and now amuse myself in jot- 
ting scraps of them down. 
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C H A P T E R  IT. 
snow crystals- Dog will not cat raven -An Arctic diool- Tho dogs 

invndc us - Bcnr-liunting by night - Ice-nrtillcry - Arctic pnlatoe - 
Suddcn rise of tcmpcraturc - IInrvcy's idca of a sortio. 

3d Oct. - SZPTEMBER has passed away and left ua 
as a legacy to the pack; what a month have we 
had of anxious hopes and fears ! 

Up to the 1'7th S.E. winds prevailed, forcing the 
ice into a compact body, and urging it north- 
westward ; subsequently N.W. winds set in, drift- 
ing it southward, and separating the floe-pieces ; 
but tlie change of wind being accompanied by a 
considerable fall of temperature, they were either 
quickly cemented together again, or young ice 
formed over the newly opened lanes of water, 
almost as rapidly 8s the surface of the sea became 
exposed. During the month the thermometer 
ranged between$-3Go and -2". Two more bears 
and a raven have been seen. A wearied ptarmi- 
gan alighted near thc ship, but before it could 
take wing again the dogs caught it, and scarcely 
a feather remained by the time I could rush on 
deck. 

Our beautiful little organ was taken out of its 
case to-day, and put up on the lower deck; the 
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men cnjoy its pleasing tones, whilst Christian un- 
ceasingly turns the handle in a state of intense 
delight ; he regards it with sucli awe and admira- 
tion, and is so entranced, that one cannot help 
envying him ; of course he never saw one before. 
The instrument was presented by the Prince Con- 
sort to the searching vessel bearing his name 
which was sent out by Lady Franklin in 1851; 
i t  is now about to pass its third winter in the 
frozen regions. 

Two dogs ran off yesterday, in the vain hope, 
I suppose, of bettering their condition,-we only 
feed them three timcs cz week at present; they 
returned this morning. 

Seals are daily seen upon the new ice, but in 
this doubtful sort of light they are extremely 
timid, therefore our sportsmen cannot get within 
shot. The bears scent or hear our dogs, and so 
keep aloof; even the shark has deserted us, the 
bait remains intact. The snow crystals of last 
night are extremely beautiful ; the largest kind is 
an inch in length ; its form exactly resembles the 
end of a pointed feather. Stellar crystals two- 
tenths of an inch in diameter have also fallen; 
these have S i x  points, and are the most exquisite 
things when seen under a microscope. I remem- 
ber noticing them at Melville Island in &larch, 
1653, when the temperature rose to+8" ; as these 
were formed last night between the temperatures 
of +So and +12', it would appear. that the form 
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is due to a certain fixed temperature. In  the sun, 
or even in moonlight, all these crystals glisten 
most brilliantly ; and as our masts and rigging are 
abundantly covered with them, the ‘ Fox ’ never 
was so gorgeously arrayed as slie now appears. 

13th. - One day is very like another; we have 
to battle stoutly with monotony ; and but that 
each twenty-four hours brings with it necessary 
though trivial duties, i t  would be difficult to re- 
member the date. We take our guns and walk 
long distances, but see nothing. Two of the dogs 
go hunting ‘on their own account, sometimes re- 
maining absent all night. What they find or do 
is a mystery. The weather is generally calm and 
cold, -very favorable for freezing purposes at a11 
events, - for tho ice of only three weeks’ growth 
is two feet thick. 
I hardly expect any considerable disruption of 

the ice before the general break-up in the spring, 
yet we do not trust any of our provisions upon 
it, nor is it suficiently still to set up a magnetic 
observatory, for which purpose the instruments 
have been supplied to us. 

Petersen still hopes we may escape and get 
into IJperniviIc, as the sea is not permanently 
frozen over there before December. I ani sur- 
prised to bear that eagles have been seen so 
far north as Upernivilc, although it is but twice 
in tsventy-four years that specimens have been 
noticed there. In  Richardsoii’s ‘ Fauna Boreali 

5* 
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Americana’ the extreme northern limit of these 
birds is given as 66” j but Upernivik is in 72343. 

A few bear and fox tracks have been seen, but 
no living creatures for several days, except a flock 
of ducks hastening southward, and a solitary ra- 
ven. 

It is said that Esquiinaux dogs will eat every- 
thing except fox and raven. There are escep- 
tions, however; one of ours, old ‘‘ Ilarness Jack,” 
devoured a raven with much gusto some days 

All the other dogs allowed their harness to 
be taken off when they were brought on board ; 
but old Jack will not permit himself to be un- 
robed ; when attempted he very plainly threatens 
to use his teeth. This canine oddity suddenly 
became immensely popular, by constituting him- 
self protecting head of the establishment when 
one of his tribe littered; he took up ;t most un- 
comfortable position on top of the family cask 
(our Zi~zp?-onzpiu kennel), and prevented the ap- 
proach of all the other dogs ; but for his timely 
interference on behalf of the poor little puppies, 
I verily believe they would a11 have been stolen 
and devoured! Dogs may do even worse than 
eat raven. 

I have attempted some experiments for the 
purpose of determining the mean hourly change 
of oscillation of a pendulum due to the eartll’s 
diurnal motion; but as mine mas only 11: feet 
in length, I failed of any approach to accuracy. 

. ago. 
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The mean of several observations gave 1'7" 4'7', 
whereas the change due to our latitude is about 
14" 30'. A single experiment gave 14" lo', and 
this was the longest in point of time of any of 
them, the pendulum having swung for thirty-six 
minutes. 

24th. -Furious N.W. and S.E. gales have alter- 
nated of late; the ship is housed over, to keep 
out the driving snow ; so high is the snow carried 
in tlie air that a little box perforated with small 
holes and triced up 50 feet high is soon filled up; 
this box is supplied morning and evening with a 
piece of prepared paper to detect the presence 
and amount of ozone in the atmosphere j it is a 
peculiar pet of the Doctor's. 

At eight o'clock this evening I noticed the 
falling of a very brilliant meteor; it passed 
through the constellation of Cassiopoeis in a 
N.N.E. direction before terminating its visible 
existence, which it did very niuch like a huge 
rocket ; the flash was so brilliant that n man 
whose back was turned to it mistook the illumi- 
nation for lightning. 

2Gth.-Our school opened this evening, under 
the auspices oE Dr. Walker. He reports eight or 
iiine pupils, and is much gratified by their zeal. 
At present their studies are limited to the three 
R's - reading, 'riting, and 'rithmetic. They have 
asked him to read and explain something instruc- 
tive, SO he intends to iiiake them acquainted with 
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the trade-winds and atmosphere. This subject 
affords 311 opportunity of explaining the uses 
of our thermometer, barometer, ozonometer, and 
electrometer, which they see us take much iii- 
terest in. It is delightful to find a spirit of 
inquiry amongst them. Apart from scholastic 
occupation, I give them healthfill exercise in 
spreading a thick layer of snow over the deck, 
and encasing the ship all round with a bank of 
the same material. 

28th.-Midnight. This evening, to oiir great 
astonishment, there occurred a disruption and 
movement of the ice within 200 yards of the 
ship. The night was calm; the reflection of a 
bright moon, aided by the more than ordinary 
brilliancy of the stars upon the snowy expanse, 
made it appear to us almost daylight. As I sit 
now in my cabin I can distinctly hear the ice 
crushing ; it resembles the continued roar of dis- 
tant surg and there are many other occasional 
sounds; some of them remind one of the low 
moaning of the wind, others are loud and harsh, 
as if trains of heavy wagons with uiigreasecl 
axles were slowly laboring along. Upon a Iess- 
favored night these sounds might be appalling; 
even as it is, they are sufficiently ominous to  
invite reflection. Capc Pork has been in sight 
for some days past. 

2Wi-Another heavenly night, and still greater 
ice disturbance ; some of the crushed-up pieces two 
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nearly four feet thick. The currents, icebergs, 
and changes of temperature, may contribute to 
this ice action ; but I think the tides are tlie chief 
cause, and for these reasons: that it wants but 
two days to the full moon, and that the ice-inove- 
inents m e  alinost confined to the night, and 
change their direction morning and evening. 
Now we lmow that thc night-tides in Greenland 
greattly exceed the day-tides. Oiic thing is evi- 
dent - the weather continues calm, tlierefore tlie 
winds are not concerned in the matter. 

21ad Nov. - I’laving observed some days ago 
that a few of the dogs were Calling away-from 
sonic cause or other not having put on their 
winter clothing before the recent cold weather 
set in- they wcre all allowed on board, and 
given a good extra meal. Since then we can 
scarcely keep them out. One calm iiiglit they 
made a charge, and boarded the ship so suddcnly 
that several of the men rushed up very scantily 
clothed, to see what was the niatteia. Vigorous 
measures were adopted to expel the intruders, 
and there was desperate chasing round tlie deck 
with brooinsticks, &c. Many of them retreated 
into holes and corners, and two hours elapsed 
before they were all driven out; but though the 
chase was hot, it was cold enough work €or the 
hallf-clad men. 

The nightly 
€oraging expeditions are called ((sorties; ” they 

Sailors use quaint expressions. 
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point out to me the various corners between 
decks where the ‘‘ ice corrodes,” i.c., the moisture 
condenses and forms frost; a ramble over the 
ice is called ‘‘ a bit of a peruse.” I presume this 
indignity is offered to the word perambulation. 

There was a very sudden call “ to  arms” to- 
night. Whe tlier sleeping, prosing, or schooling, 
every one flew out upon the ice on the instant, 
as  if the magnzine or the boiler was on the point 
of explosion. The aIarm of “ A  bear close-to, 
fighting with the dogs,” was the cause. The 
luckless beast had approached within 25 yards 
of the ship ere the quartermaster’s eye detected 
his indistinct outline against the snow ; so silently 
lrad he crept up that he was within 1 0  yards of 
some of the dogs. A shout started them up, and 
they at once flew round the bear and embarrassed 
his retreat. In  crossing some very thin ice he 
broke through, and there I found him surrounded 
by yelping dogs. Poor fellow ! Hobson, Young, 
and PeterBen had each lodged a bullet in him; 
but these only seemed to increase his rage. IIe 
succeeded in getting out of the water, when, fear- 
ing harm to the numerous by-standers and dogs, 
or that he might escape, I fired, and luckily the 
bullet passed t$rough his brain. He proved to 
be a full-grown male, 7 feet 3 inches in length. 
As we all aided in the capture, it  was decided 
that the skin should be oirered to Lady Franklin. 

The carcase will feed our dogs for nearly a 
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month; they were rewarded on the spot with 
tlie oKd. All of them, liowcvei; hac1 not shown 
equal plnclr ; some ran off in evident fright, but 
otliers showed no symptom of fear, plunging 
or falling iiito the watcr with Bi~iiii. Poor old 
S'ophy was n,mongst the latter, and rcceived a 
deep cut in the shoulder from one of his claws. 
Tlic authorities liave prescribed double allowance 
of' food for her, and say she will soon recover. 

For the few moments of its duration the cliase 
and death was exciting. And how strange and 
novel the scene! A misty moon a-ffording but 
scanty light - dark figures gliding singly about, 
not daring to approach each other, for the ice 
trembled under their feet- the enraged bear, 
the .cvolfisli howling dogs, and the bright flashes 
of the deadly rifles. 

3rd.-I remained up the greater part of last 
night taking observations, €or the evening mists 
had passed away, and a lovely moon reigned over 
a calm enchanting night ; through a powerful 
telescope she resembled a huge frosted-silver 
melon, the large crater-like depression answering 
to that part from which the footstallc had been 
detaclicd. Not a sound to break the stillness 
around, excepting when some hungry dog would 
return to the battlefield to gnaw iiito the blood- 
stained ice. 

On the 1st the sun paid us his last visit for the 
year, and nov we take all our meals by 1aW- 
light. 



5 i h . I n  order to vary our monotonous routine, 
we determined to celebrate the day; extra grog 
was issued to the crew, and also for the first time 
a proportion of preserved plum-pudding. Lady 
Franklin most tlioughtfully and kindly sent it on 
board for occasional use. 

This evening a wellgot-up procession sallied 
forth, marched round the ship with drum, gong, 
and discord, and then proceeded t o  burn the 
effigy of Guy Bawkes. Their blackened faces, 
extravagant costumes, flaring torches, and savage 
yells frightened away all the dogs; nor was it 
until after the fireworks were set ofl and the 
traitor consumed that they crept back again. It 
was school-night, but the men were up for fun, so 
gave the Doctor a holiday. 

12Uz.-Yesterday I had the good fortune to 
shoot two seals; they were very fat and their 
stomachs were filled with shrimps. To-day Young 
and Petersen shot three more, and many others 
have been seen. This is cheering, and enticee 
people out for hours daily. There is just enough 
movement in the ice to keep a few narrow lanes 
and small pools of water open ; the floes or fields 
of ice are more iiiclined to spread out from each 
other than to close. We have latterly been drift- 
ing before northerly winds. 

1Gih.-A renewal of icc-crushing within n f cv  
hundred yards of us. I can hem it in my bed. 
The ordinary sound resembles the roar of 4s- 

It is excellent. 
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tnnt surf breaking heavily and contiiluously ; but 
when heavy masses come in collision with much 
impetus, it  fd ly  realizes the justness of Dr. ICane’s 
descriptive epithet, ‘‘ ice artillery.” Fortiinately 
for us, our poor little ‘Fox’ is well within the 
margin of a stout old floe: we are therefore un- 
disturbed spectators of ice-conflicts, which would 
be irresistible to anything of human construc- 
tion. Immediately about the ship a11 is still, and, 
as far as appea,rances go she ia precisely as she 
would be in a secure harbor-housed all over, 
banked up with snow to her gunwales. In  fact, 
her winter plumage is so complete that the mash9 
alone are visible. The deck and the now useless 
sky-lights are covered with hard snow. Below 
hatches we are warm and dry; all are in cxcel- 
lent health and spirits, looking forward to an 
active campaign next winter. God grant it may 
be realized! 

Yesterday Young shot the fifticth seal, an 
event duly celebrated by our drinking the bottle 
of champagne which had been set apart in more 
hopeful times to be drunk on reaching the North 
Water- that unhappy failure, the more keenly 
felt from being so very unexpected. 

Petersen saw and fired a shot into a narwhal, 
which brought the blubber out. When most 
Arctic creatures are wounded in the water? blub- 
ber more frequently tlinii blood appears? particu- 
larly if the wound is superficial - it spreads over 

6 
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the surface of the water likc oil. Bills of fare 
vary much, even in Greenland. I have inquired 
of Petersen, and he tells me that the Greenland 
Esquiniaux (there arc many Greenlanders of 
Danish origin) are not agreed as to which of 
their animals affords the most delicious food; 
some of them prefer reindecr venison, others 
iliink more favorably of young dog, the flesh of 
which, he asserts, is “just like the beef of sheep.” 
He says a Danish captain, who had acquired the 
taste, provided some for his guests, and they 
praised his iizziltoiz! after dinner he sent for the 
skin of the animal, which was no other than a 
large red dog! This occurred‘ in Greenland, 
where his Danish guests had resided for many 
years, far removed from European nzzdtoia. Baked 
puppy is a real delicacy all over Polynesia: at 
the Sandwich Islands I was once invited to a 
feast, and had to feign disappointment as well as 
I could when told that puppy was so extremely 
scarce it could not be procured in time, and 
therefore sucking-pig was substituted I 

19th.-A heavy southerly gale ha8 increased 
the ice movements ; happily we are undisturbed. 
AS Young was seated under the lee of a hum- 
moc1<, Watching for seals to pop up to breathe, 
the strong ice under him suddenly cracked and 
separated! He escaped with a ducking, and wag 
just able to reach his gun from the bank ere it 
sank through the mixture of snow and water. 
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Ycsterday we were dl out; I saw only one 
seal, but was refreslied by the sight of a dozen 
narwhals. It is a positive treat to see a living 
creature of any kind. The only birds which 
remain are dovekies, but they are scarce, and, 
being white, are very rarely visible. 

The dogs are fed every second day, when 2 
11)s. of seal's flesh - previously thawed when 130% 
sible-is givcn to each; the weaker ones get 
additional food, and they all pick up whatever 
scraps nre thrown out ; this is cnough to sustain, 
but not to satisfy them, so they are continually 
on the look-out for anything eatable. Hobson 
made one very happy without intending it ; he 
mcaiit only to give him a lriclr, but his slipper, 
being down at heel, flew ofJ and away went the 
lucky dog in triumph with the prize, which of 
coiirse mas no more seen. 

Two largo icebergs drift in company with us ; 
our relative positions have reniaiiied pretty nearly 
tllc same €or the last month. 

23rd -A Iicavy gale coininciiced at N.E. on 
the 21st, and continued for thirty-six hours una- 
bated in force, but changed iii direction to S.S.W. 
It appear8 to have been a revolving storm, moving 
to the N.W. Yesterday, as tlie wind approached 
S.E., the temperature rose to 4- 32" ; . the upper 
deck sloppy j thc lower deck tcmpemture during 
Divine Service was 75"! ! As the ~vincl vce rd  
round to S.S.W., tlie wind moderated, and tenipera- 
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ture fell : this evening it is - 7". How is it that 
the S.E. wind has brought us such a very high 
temperature? Even if it  traversed an unfrozen 
sea it could not have derived from theme a 
higher temperature than 29". Has i t  swcpt 
across Greenland - that vast superficies partly 
enveloped in glacier, partly in snow? No, it 
must have been borne in the higher regions of 
the atmosphere from the far south, in order to 
mitigate the severity of this northern climate. 

Petersen tells me the same warm 8.E. wind 
suddenly sweeps over Upernivilr in midwintcr, 
bringing with it abundance of rain; and that it 
always shifts to the S.W., and then the tempera- 
ture rapidly fdls : this is precisely the change we 
have experienced in lat. 76". I believe a some- 
what similar, but less remarkable, change of 
temperature was noticed in Smith's Sound, lat. 
'7Sp N. 

25W. -Mild '' Madeira weather," as ISobson 
calls it, temperature up to 3-7". By my desire 
Dr. Walker is occupied in making every possible 
experiment upon the freezing of salt water ; the 
first crop of ice is salt, the second less so, tlie 
third produces drinkable water, and the fourth 
is fresh. Frosty eMorescence appears upon ice 
formed at low tcmperatures in calm weather 
-it is brine expressed by the act of freezing. 
We need not wonder that dogs, when driven 
hard over this ice, which soon cuts thcir feet, 
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suffer intense pain, and often €all down in fits; 
nor that snow, falling upon young (sea) ice, 
wholly or partially thaws, even when the tem- 
perature is but little above zero ; when near the 
freezingpoint the young ice thus coated over 
becomes sludgy and unsafe. 

No cracks 
in the ice, therefore no seals. Grey dawn at ten 
o’clock, and dark at two. The moon is every- 
where the sailor’s friend, she is a source of com- 
fort to us liere. Nothing to excite conversation, 
except an occasional inroad of the dogs in search 
of food ; this generally occurs at night. When- 
ever the deck-light, which burlis under the 
housing happens to go out, they scale the steep 
snow banking and rush round the deck like 
wolves. ‘‘ Why, bless you, Sis, the wery moment 
that there light gocs out, and the quartermaster 
turns his back, they iiiakes a regular sorte, and 
in they all corms.” ‘c But where do they come in, 
I-Iarvey ?”  lC Where, Sir ? wliy cverywlieres ; they 
makes no more to do, but in they conies, clcaii 
over all.” Not long ago old Harvey was chief 
quartermaster in a linc-of-battle ship, and n regu- 
lar magnet to all tlie younger midshipmen. He 
would spin them yarns by thc hour during thc 
niglitrwatches about the wondcrs of tlie sea, and 
of the Arctic regions in particular-its bcars, its 
icebergs, and still more tcrriiic Cc auroras, roaring 

20th. - ICeen, biking, N.W. winds. 

6” E: 
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and flashing about the ship enough to frighten a 
fellow ” ! 

30ih.- Severe cold has arrived with the full 
moon; eight days ago the thermometer stood at  
the freezing-point, it is now 64“ below it! So 
dark is it now that I was able to observe an 
eclipse of Jupiter’s first satellite before three 
o’clock to-day. For the last two months we have 
drifted freely backwards and forwards before 
N.W. and S.E. winds ; each time we have gained 
a more offshore position, being gradually sepa- 
rated further and further from the land by fresh 
growths, of ice, which invariably follow up every 
ice-movement. In  this manner we have been 
thrust out to the S.W. 80 miles from the nearest 
land, and into that free space which in autumn 
was open water, and which we then vainly strug- 
gled to reach. 

That the ice has been most free to move in 
this direction is additional evidence of the recent 
proximity of an open sea, and shows that in all 
probability -1 had almost said‘ certainty - we 
should have sailed, or a t  least drifted into it, had 
it not been for those enemies to all progress, 
the grounded bergs. 
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C H A P T E R  V .  

Burin1 in tho puck-Bfnslr oxen in Int. SO0 north-Thrift of the Arctic 
fox -The nurorn nffccts tho electromctcr- An Arctic Cliristmns - 
Sufferings of Dr. H~IIO’S dcscrtcrs -Ice nctcd on by wind only-IIow 
tho sun ought to bo wolcomcd- Constnnt action of tho ice-Rcturn 
of tho scals-Revolving storm. 

4th Dee.-I IUW just returned on board from 
the performance of the most solemn duty a com- 
mander can be called upon to fulfil. A funeral 
a t  sea is always peculiarly impressive ; but this 
evening a t  seven o’clock, as we gathered around 
the sad remains of poor Scott, reposing under 
Union Jack, and read the Burial Service by the 
light of lanterns, the effect could not fail to 
awaken very serious emotions. 

The greater part of the Church Service was 
tread on board, under shelter of the housing ; the 
body was then placed upon a sledge, and drawn 
by the messmates of the deceased to short dis- 
tance from the ship, where zl hole throng11 the 
ice had been cut: it was then “committed to the 
deep,” and the Service completed. What a scene 
it was ! I shall never forget it. The lonely ‘Fox,’ 
almost buried in snow, completely isolated from 
the habitable world, her colors half-lllast high 
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and bell mournfully tolling ; our little procession 
slowly marching over the rough surface of the 
frozen sea, guided by lanterns and direction-posts, 
sinid the dark and dreary depth of Arctic win- 
ter; the deatlililw stillness, the intense cold, and 
threatening aspect of a murky, overcast sky ; and 
a11 this heightened by one of those strange lunar 
phenoinena whicli are but seldom seen even here, 
a complete halo encircling tlie moon, through 
which passed a horizontal band of pale light that 
encompassed the heavcns; above the moon ap- 
peared the segments of two other lialos, and there 
were also mock moons or paraselenz to the num- 
ber of six. The misty atmosphere lent a very 
ghastly hue to this singular display, which lasted 
for rather more than an hour. 

Poor Scott fell down a hatchway two days only 
beibre his death, which was occasioned by the in- 
ternal injuries then received; he was a steady, 
serious man ; a widow and family will inourii his 
loss. He was our engine-driver; we cannot re- 
place him, therefore the whole duty of working 
the engines will devolve upon the engineer, 
Mr. Brand. 

11th. - Calm, clear weathcr, pleasant for ex- 
ercise, but steadily cold ; tliermometer varies be- 
tween -20" and -30". At noon tlie blush of 
dawn tints the southern horizon, to thc north the 
sky remains inky blue, whilst overhead it is brigllt 
and clear, tlie stars shining, aiicl the pole-star near 
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the zenith very distinct. Although there is a 
Iiglit north wind, thin mackerel-clouds are pass- 
ing from south to north, and the temperature 
has risen 10". 

I have becn questioning Petersen about the 
bones of the musk oxen-found in Smith's Sound ; 
be says the decayed slculls of about twenty were 
found, all of them to the north of the 19th pnral- 
lel. As they were all without lower jaws, he says 
they were killed by Esquimaux, who leave upon 
the spot the skulls of large animals, but the 
weight of the lower jaw being so trifling it is al- 
lowed to remain attached to the flesh and tongue. 
The skull of a musk ox with its massive horns 
cannot weigh less than 30 Ibs. 

Although it has bcen abundantly proved by 
the existence of raised beaches and fossils, that 
the shores of Smith's Sound have bcen elevated 
within a conipnratively recent geological period, 
yet Petersen tells me that there exist numerous 
ruins of Esquimaux buildings, probably one or 
two centuries old, all of wliicli arc situated upon 
very low points, only just sufficiently raised above 
the reach of the sea ; such sites, in fkct, as would 
at prcsent be selected by the natives. These 
ruins shorn that no perceptible change has taken 
place in the relative level of sen and land since 
they were originally constructed. At Petersen's 
Greenland home, Upernivik, the land has sunk, 
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as is plainly shown by similar ruins over which 
the tides now flow. 

Anything which illustrates the habits of ani- 
mals in such extremely high latitudes I think is 
most interesting ; their instincts must be quick- 
ened in proportion as the difficulty of subsisting 
increases. Foxes, white and blue, are very nu- 
merous ; all the birds are merely summer visitors, 
therefore the hare is the only creature remaining 
upon which foxes can prey; but the hares are 
comparatively scarce : how then do the foxes live 
for eight months of each year? Petersen thinks 
they store up provisions daring the summer in 
various holes and crevices, and thus manage to 
eke out an existence during the dark winter se& 
son; lie once saw a fox carry off eggs in his 
mouth from an eider-duck's ncst, one a t  a time, 
until the whole were removed; and in winter he 
has observed a fox scratch a hole down through 
very deep snow, to a cache of eggs beneath. 

The men are exercised at building snow huts ; 
for winter or early spring travelling, this knowl- 
edge is almost indispensable. Upon a calm day 
the temperature of the external air being - 3 3 O ,  
within a snow hut the thermometer stood 17" 
LJgher, this important difference being due to  the 
transmission of heat through the ice from the sea 
beneath. 

Evaporation goes on through ice from the 
water underneath it. The interior of each snow 
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hut is coated with crystals, and the ice upon which 
the huts are built is four feet thick, but when no 
longer in contact with water I cannot discover 
any evaporation from ice. For instance, a canvas 
screen on deck which became wet by the sudden 
thaw last month still remains frozen stiE 

14ih-Of late there has been much damp 
upon the lower deck. This has now been reme- 
died by enclosing the hatchway within a com- 
modious snow-porch, which serves as a condenser 
for the steam and vapor from the inhabited deck 
below. 

191K -Light N.W. winds, with occasiond mists; 
the temperature is comparatively mild: -12" to 
-25". 

It is now the time of spring-tides; they cause 
numerous cracks in the ice ; but why so, at such a 
great distance from the land, I cannot explain. 
The three nearest points of land are respectively 
110, 140, and 180 miles distant from us. 

Much aurora, during the last two days. Yester- 
day morning it was visible until eclipsed by the 
day-dawn at 10 o'clock. Although we could no 
longer see it, I do not think it ceased : v&y thin 
clouds occupied its place, through which, as 
through the aurora, stars appeared scarcely 
dimmed in lustre. I do not imagine that aurora 
is ever visible in n perfeclZy clear atmosphere. I 
of'ten observe it just silvering or rendering lumi- 
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nous the upper edge of low fog or cloud banks, 
and with a few vertical rays feebly vibrating. 

Last evening Dr. Wallwr called me to witness 
his success with the electrometer. The electric 
current was so very weak that the gold-leaves 
diverged at  regular intervals of €our or five sec- 
onds. Some hours afterwards it was strong 
enough to keep them diverged. 

Out of the Arctic re- 
gions i t  is better known as the shortest day. At 
noon we could just read type similar to the leacl- 
ing article of the ‘Tiines.‘ Few people could 
read more than two or three lines without their 
eyes aching. 

27th. - Our Christinas was ;I very cheerful, 
merry one. The men were supplied with several 
additional articles, such as hams, plum-puddings, 
preserved gooseberries and apples, nuts, sweet- 
meats, and Burton ale. After Divine Service 
they decorated the lower deck with flags, and 
made an immense display of food. The officers 
came down with me to see their preparations. 
We were reaIIy astonished ! The mess-tables 
were laid out like the countcrs.in a confectioner’s 
shop, with apple and gooseberry tarts, plum and 
sponge-cakes in pyramids, besides various othcr 
unknown puffs, calces, and loaves of all sizes and 
shapes. We bake all our own bread, and ex- 
cellent it is. In the background were nicely- 

21st. -Midwinter day. 



h c .  1857. AN ARCTIC (XXIZLSTNAS. 73 

browned hams, meat-pies, cheeses, and oclier 
substantial articles. Rum and water in wine- 
glasses, and plum-cake, were handed to us: we 
wished them a happy Christmas, and compli- 
incnted them on their taste and spirit in gettiiig 
up such a, display. Our silken sledge-banners liacl 
bcen borrowed for the occasion, a11d were re- 
garded with deference and peculiar pride. 

Jn the evening the oEcers were enticed c1011~ii 
amongst the men again, and at n late hour I was 
rcquestcd, as n great favor, to come down and 
see how mucli thcy were enjoying themselves, 
I found them in the highest good humor with 
themselves and all the world. They were per- 
fectly sober, and shying Eongq, each in his turn. 
I expressed great satisfaction at  liaviiig seen them 
elljoying themselves so much and so rationally. I 
could therefore the better describe it to Lady 
Franlrlin, who was so deeply interested in every- 
thing relating to them. I drank their healtlis, 
and hoped our position next year would be more 
suitable for our purpose. We all joined in drink- 
ing the healths of Lady Franklin and Miss Cra- 
croft, and amid the acclamations which followed 
I returned to my cabin, immensely gratified by 
such an exhibition of genuine good fceling, such 
veneration for Lady Franklin, and sucl: loyalty 
to the cause of the expedition. I t  was very 
pleasant also that they liad tnkeii the most chcer- 
ing view of our future prospects. I verily believe 

9 

7 
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I was the happiest individual on board, that 
happy evening. 

Our Christmas-box has come in the shape of 
northerly winds, which bid fair to drift us soutli- 
ward towards those latitudes wherein we hope 
for liberation next spring from this icy bondage. 

2Sth.-We have been in expectation of a gale 
d l  day. This evening there is still n doubtful 
sort of truce amongst the elements. Barometer 
down to 28.83 ; thermometer up to +5", although 
the wind has been strong and steady from the 
N. for twenty-four hours, low scud flying from 
the E., snow consb,zntly fidIing. An hour ago the 
wind suddenly changed to S.S.E.; the snowing 
has ceased ; thermometer falls and barometer 
rises. 

212d Jun. 1858. - New-Year's day was a second 
edition of Christmas, and quite as pleasantly spent. 
We dwelt much upon the anticipations of the fu- 
ture, being a more agreeable theme than the fail- 
ure of the past. I confess to a hearty welcome 
for the new year - anxious, of course, that we 
may escape uninjured, and sufliciently early to 
pursue the object of our voyage. 

Exactly at midnight on the 31st December the 
arrival of the new year was announced to me by 
our band - two flutes and an accordion - strik- 
ing up at my door. There was also a proccssion, 
oi- perhaps I should say continuation of ille 
band ; these performers were grotesquely attired, 
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and armed with frying-pans, gridirons, kettles, 
pots, and pans, with which to join in and add to 
the effect of the other music! 

We have a vcry level hard walk alongside the 
ship; it is narrowed to two or three yards in 
width by a snow-bank four feet high. In  the 
face of this bank some twenty-five holes have 
been excavated for the dogs, and in them they 
spend most of their time. It looks very formid* 
ble in the moonliglit, being a good imitation of a 
casemated battery. 

After our rubber of whist on New Year’s night 
Petersen related to us some of his dreadful suffcr- 
ings when with the party which had left Dr. 
&ne. They spent the months of October m d  
November in Booth Sound, lat. 77”; all that time 
upon thc verge of starvation, unable to advance 
or retreat. For these two months they had no 
other fuel than their small cedar boat, the smoke 
of which was not endurahlc in their wretched 
hut, and without light, for the sun left them in 
October, unless we except one inch and a half of 
taper daily, which they made out of n lump of 
bees’-wax that accidently found its way into thcir 
boat before leaving the ship. In  December they 
regiLined their versel. I am surpriscd that no ac- 
count of the extreme lmdships of this party - so 
far escreding that of their shipmates on bonrd- 
has ever appeared; and I regret it, as I believe 
they owed their lives to the cxperience ~d 



fidelity of their interpreter Petersen. At first 
the Esquimaux assisted them ; latterly they were 
quite unable to do so, and became anxious to get 
rid of their visitors. Observing how weakened 
they had become, the Esquimaux endeavored to 
separate them from their guns and €rom each 
other, and even used tIireatening language. 

During December we drifted G7 miles, directly 
down Baffin's Bay towards the Atlantic, and are 
now in lat. 14". Although it is quite impossible 
to  discriminate between the scvernl influences 
which probably g o v e r ~  our movements, or to  as- 
certain horn much is clue to  each of them- such 
as the relative positions of ice, land, and open 
water, winds, currents, and earth's rotation - yet 
it appears in the present instance that the wind is 
almost the sole agent in hastening this vast c092G 

nent of ice towards the latitudes of its dissolution. 
We move before the wind in proportion to its 
strength : we remain stationary in calm weather. 
Neither surface nor submarine current has been 
detected ; the large icebergs obey the same influ- 
ences as the surface ice. We have noticed 12 

dight set to the westward -it is not likely to be 
produced by current, and may be the result of 
the earth's motion from west to east. 

6th. -Many lanes of water. A seal has been 
seen, the only one for six weeks. Of the old ice 
which so closely hemmed us in up to the middle 
of September, there is hardly any within several 
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miles of us except the large floe-piece we are 
frozen to. Every crack or lane wliicli opens is 
quickly covered with young ice, so that it cannot 
close again; and in this manner the old ice has 
been spread out. 

To-day I put tl tumblerful of our strong nlo 
(Allsopp’s) on deck to €reeze : this was soon effect- 
ed, the temperature being -35”. After bringing 
it below, and when Its temperature had risen 
to 1 7 O ,  it  was almost all thawed - at  22” it was 
completely so : it looked muddy, but settled after 
standing for a couple of hours, when I drank it 
0% in every way satisfied with my esperiment 
and my beer: it  seemed none the worse for its 
freezing, but rather flat from its long exposure in 
a tumbler. 

17th.- Northerly winds blow almost constantly. 
We have drifted 60 miles since the lst, and are 
only 11 5 miles from Upernivik, - once more 
upon coniines of the habitable world ! good light 
fbr three hours daily; all this is cheering. We 
continue our snow-hut practice, and can build one 
in three-quarters of an hour. 

28th.-The upper edge of the sun appeared 
above the horizon to-day, after an absence of 
eighty-nine days ; it  was a gladdening sight. I 
sent for the ship’s steward and asked what mas 
the custom on such occasions? “To hoist the 
colors and serve out an extra half-gill, sir,” was 
the ready reply : accordingly, the I-Iarwich lion 

I rejoice in its dispersion ! 

7’ 
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soon fluttered in a brcezc cool enough to stiffen 
the limbs of ordinary lions, and in the evening 
the grog was issued. 

3011~ - Our messmate Pussy is unwell, and 
wont eat; in vain has I-Iobson tempted hcr % 

with raw seal’s flesh, preserved salmon, preserved 
milk, etc. ; at  lengtli castor-oil was forcibly ad- 
ministered. Puss is n great favorite. Our finest 
dog, Sultan, is also sick, and his coat is in bad 
order ; blubber has been prescribed for liirn ;- 
and poor old Mary has fits, not uncommon after 
the long winter. Peterscn immediately ordered 
her to  be bled by slitting her ear ; but Christian, 
in his fright and haste, cropped the tip of it OR 
These comprise our only medical cases. A dove- 
kie, in its white winter plumage, and two seals 
have been seen lately. 

15th Pc6. - The returning daylight cheers us 
up woiidcrfully - not that we mere suffering, 
either mentally or bodily, but the change is most 
agreeable; we can tdw much longer walks than 
were possible during the dark period. The men 
have been supplied with muskets, and go out 
sporting as ardently as schoolboys. I toolr a long 
walk towards one of our iceberg companions, but 
could not quite reach it, as weak ice intervened, 
each step producing an undulation. Finding the 
point of my knife went through it with but 
very slight resistance, I gave up the attempt and 
turned back The ship’s masts were ficarcely visi- 
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hle in the distance ; almost the whole of the in- 
tervcning ice was of this winter’s growth, and in 
many places inuch crushed up. 

Daylight reveals to us evidences of vast ice 
movemeiits having taken place during the dark 
months wlicn we fancied all was still and quiet; 
and we now see how greatly we have been fa- 
v xed, what innumerable chances of destruction 
we have uiiconsciously escaped ! A few days ago 
the ice suddenly cracked within ten yards of the 
ship, and gave her. such a smart shock that every 
one rushed on deck with astonisliing alacrity. 
One of tliese sudden disruptions occurred between 
me and the ship when I was returning from the 
iceberg; the sun was just setting as I found my- 
self cut OR Had I been on the other side I 
would have loitered to enjoy a refreshing gaze 
upon this dark streak of water; but after ,z smart 
run of about a mile along its edge, and finding no 
place to cross, visions of a patrol on the floe €or 
the long night of fifteen hours began to obtrude 
themselves! At length I reached a place where 
the jagged edges of the floes met, so crossed and 
got safely on board. Nothing was 6een during 
this walk of nearly 26 miles except one sed. 
12ecent gales have drifted us rapidly southward ; 
cracks and lanes are very nunierous. 

Al- 
though 130 geographical miles from the nearest 
land he was very fi:,tt, Iience we argue dorelties 

On the 1st a blue (or sooty) f o s  was shot. 
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were much more numerous during winter than 
we supposed. We have often noticed the tracks 
of foxes following up those of the bears, probably 
for discarded scraps of the seals upon which they 
prey. IIobson’s favorite dog ‘‘ Chummie ” has re- 
turned, after an absence of six days, decidedly 
hungry, but he can hardly have been without 
food all that time ; some fox may have lured him 
OK He evinced great delight in getting back, 
devoted his first attentions to a hearty meal, then 
rubbed himself up against his own particular as- 
sociates, after which he sought out and attacked 
the weakest of his enemies, and, soothed by their 
howlings, coiled himself‘ up for a long sleep. 

1st March. - February has been a remarlcably 
mild, cloudy, windy month: the winter tempera- 
ture may be said to have passed away by the 
loth, the average temperature for the first ten 
days being -25”, whilst for the remainder of the 
month it was -11”. Had one fallen asleep for a 
month at least, he could not reasonably have ex- 
pected to find a greater change on awaking. Our 
drift has been also great,- 166 miles. We arc 
south of the 7’0th parallel, and may soon be ex: 
pelled from our icy home. 

On the 24th there was a fearful gale of wind. 
Had not our housing been very well secured, it 
must have been blown away. Wc arc preparing 
for sea, removing the snow from off the deck and 
round the ship ; our skylights have been dug out 



MAR. 1858. RETURN OB THE SGALS. 81 

(in winter they are always covcred with a thick 
layer of snow), and the flood of light which beams 
down through them is quite charming. How in- 
tolerably sooty and smoke-dried everything looks ! 

On the 27th the first seal of this year was 
shot; it came in good time, for the fifty-one 
seals shot in autumn were finisIied only two 
days before : our English supply of dogs' food 
therefore remains almost untouched. Snow was 
observed to melt against the ship's side esposed 
to the sun, the thermoiiieter in the shade stand- 
ing at -22"! A very fine dog has died froin 
eating a quantity of salt fish, which he managed 
to get at although it was supposed to be quite 
out of his rcach. 

One .of the two large icebergs which coin- 
menced this voyage with us last October, in 
'75F N., has drifted out of sight to tbo S.E., the 
other one is far off in the N.W. I attribute 
these increased distanccs solely to the spreading 
abroad of the intervening ice. 

When we were far north, and probably drifting 
more slowly than the ice in the stream of Lan- 
caster Sound to the westward of us, the ship's 
head turned very gradually from right to left, 
from N.N.W. to W.; whcn about the parallcl 
of 72" N., we supposed ourselves to be drifting 
faster than the western ice; in this, as in the 
previous case, comparing our drift with that of 
Lieutenant De Ijaven, the ship's head slowly 

F 
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shifted back to the right as far as W.N.W.; 
latterly it has not changed a t  all: we are in a 
narrower part of Davis’ Strait, where the winds . 
probably blow with equal force from shorc to 
shore and drift the whole pack a t  a uniform rate. 

5th.-On the 2nd four fat seals and some dove- 
kies were shot; the largest seal weighed 1’70 
lbs., the smallest 160 lbs.; they were males 
of the species Phoca hespida, or Phoca, foetida, 
the latter epithet being by far the most appro- 
priate at this season; the disagrecablc odor re- 
sembles garlic, and taints the whole animal so 
strongly tliat even Esquimaux are nearly over- 
powered by it: this is almost the only descrip-. 
tion of seal we have obtained, but the females 
are at all seasons free from fetor. Several long 
lanes of water cxtend at  right angles to the 
straits. 

The Doctor has taken a photograph of the 
ship by the albumen process on glass; the tem- 
perature at the time was below zero. Upon the 
3rd and 4th a well-remarked revolving storin 
passed nearly over us to the W.N.W.; its ex- 
treme diameter was.30 hours, that of the strength 
of the gale 18 hours; its centre probably passed 
about one-tenth of its diameter to the S.W. The 
barometer was rather high, having risen just be- 
fore the wind commenced at N. E.; but it now 
fell half an inch in ten hours, and continued to 
fall until the wind shifted - almost suddenly - 
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through S.E. to S.S.W. ; immediately the bnrom- 
eter got up rapidly. As the barometer fell, the 
temperature rose from zero to +ISo, and fcll 
again after the change of wind. This violent 
storm brought with it a smart hail-shomcr. 

The depression of the ice about the bows, in 
consequence of a vast accumulation of snow-drift 
upon it, brought the ship down by the head con- 
sidcrahly ; to-day this ice suddenly detached it- 
self, and the fore part of the vessel sprang up;  
she still remains frozen and held down abaft. 
The snow-banking looks very woe-begone after 
this ice-quah; it inclines out fimom the ship, and 
in many places has been prostrated by the shock. 

Early on the morning of the 7th the high land 
of Disco was seen; its distance was upwarda of 
90 miles. 
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C H A P T E R  V I .  

A bear-figlit - A n  ice-nip - Strong gales, rnpid drift - The ‘ Fox ’ 
breaks out of tho pack - IInnging 00 to floe-edgo -the Arctic Icar - 
An ico tournament - The ‘Pox ’ in pori1 -A storm in tho pack - 
Escnpo from the pack. 

9th March. -A BEAR was seen this morning ; but 
as he was going away from us, the dogs were 
brought out in the hope that they might keep 
him at bay until the sportsmen came up. It was 
very pretty to see them take up the scent, the 
moment they caught sight of him they set oif’ at 
full speed. Bruin had seen them first, and in- 
creased his pace to a clumsy @lop, yet the dogs 
were soon around him; he seemed to care but 
little about them, steadily making off and follow- 
ing the trending of a recently frozen crack in 
search of clear water, evidently aware that his 
persecutors would not follow him there. 

After five hours a11 returned on board again ; 
out of the ten dogs four were wounded by his 
claws, - skin deep only,-ht one of the wounds 
was seven inches in length, as if made with a 
sharp knife! this was sewed UP, the others were 
merely trimmed, and nature, I am informed, will 
do all the rest. It is redly wonderful what cures 
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nature and instinct effect : notwithstanding the 
extreme cold, no external drcssings are applied, 
because the animal must not be prevented fkom 
licking its wound. Petersen says this bear must 
be very thin, else he could not run so fast. I 
think it very probable that he has been Bunted 
before, and that fear lent him wings. A black 
whale has been seen. 

11th. -Two sinall seals free from taint were 
shot yesterday, so we had fried liver and steaks 
for breakfast thls morning; both were good, but 
the steaks were preferred j they were very dark 
and very tender, had been cut thin, deprived of' 
all fat, and washed in two or three waters to get 
rid of the blubber. 

16th. - Several long lanes of water have again 
opened, but now all of them extend parallel to 
the direction of the straits ; one lane passed with- 
in 120 yards of the ship; its extremes are not 
visible even from aloft ; the ice upon its east side 
has a more rapid southerly motion than that 
upon its west side. 

18ih. - Last night the ice closed, shutting up 
our lane, but its opposite sides continued for 
severd hours to move past each other, rubbing 
off all projections, crushing, and forcing out of 
water masses four feet thick : although 120 yards 
distant, this pressure shook the ship and cracked 
the intervening ice. 

1 went out with a, lantern to see the nip,- 
8 
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it certainly was awe-inspiring; no onc in his 
senses could avoid reflecting upon the inevitable 
fate of a ship if exposed to such fearful pressure. 
It is now spring tides. 

19th. - All yesterday the lane remained open ; 
in the evening it closed with but slight pressure ; 
yet as the opposing fields of ice continued to 
move in opposite directions, all jagged points 
were brushed on?, and the debris thus formed 
between their edges presented a heaving surface 
of ice-masses, -an ice river. On the separation 
of the floes, mass after mass forced itself up to 
the surface, until a t  length a11 the submerged 
ice had risen, except such as had been forced 
quite under their edges. One seldom meets 
with a cleanly fractured floe-edge, they are 
usually fringed with crushed-up ice or newly 
formed sludge. 

23rd. - Seals and dovekies are now common ; 
the latter have already made considerable ad- 
vances towards their summer plumage. 

Yesterday there was a very heavy S.E. gale; 
it blew so furiously, and the snow-drift was so 
dense, that we could neither hear nor see what 
was going on twenty yards off; a t  night the ship, 
becomillg suddenly detached from the ice, heelcd 
over to the storm; until the cause was ascer- 
tained we thought the ice had broken up and 
pressed against the ship. It was not so; but 
when the weather moderated we found that there 
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hod been heavy pressure upon the edge of the 
floes,-so much, indeed, that the lane of water 
was now within 70 yards of the ‘Box ; ’ and that 
ice 4; feet thick had been crushed during the 
storm for a distance of about 60 yards. 

25th. - Strong N.W. winds lately, the ship 
rocking to the breeze, and rubbing her poor 
sides against the ice, producing a crealcini sound 
wliich is far fibin plcasant. More ice squeezing, 
and a further inroad upon our barrier; it lim 
yielded slightly, nipping the ship, inclining her 
to port, and lifting her stern about a foot. Occa- 
sional groanings within, and surgings of the ice 
without. 

Our boats, provisions, sledges, Imapsacks, and 
equipment, are ready for a hasty dsparture,- 
beyond this we can do nothing; as long as our 
friendly barrier lasts we need not fear, but who 
can tell the moment it may be demolishcd, and 
the ship exposed to destruction? I am scrib- 
bling within a foot of tlie sternpost -in fact, 
there is a notch in my table to receive i t ;  and 
I sympsthize with its constant groanings ; the ice 
allows it no rest. 

27tlT.-Stroiig N.W. gale with a return of 
cold weather. We have drifted 33 miles in the 
last forty-eight hours! The lane is open; the 
whole pack appcars to have plenty of room to 
drift, and, I ani happy to add, is taking ndvan- 
h g e  of it, - so much so that tlie smdler pieces 
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floating freely in the lane can hardly go at  the 
same pace. Our remaining winter companion, 
the iceberg, was in sight a few days ago, far away 
to the N.W.; it may be still visible from aloft, 
but these March gales cut so keenly, that the 
crow's-nest is but seldom visited. 

31st.-Another N.W. gale; it is also spring 
tides, and this conjunction makes one fearful of 
ice movemen€ and pressure; but. i t  seems as if 
the pack had more room to move in, as it does 
not close much. Seals are often shot, bear tracks 
are common, and narwhals are frequently seen 
migrating northward. The bears must prefer 
the night-time for wandering about, else we 
could not help seeing them ; we often find their 
tracks within a few hundred yards of the ship. 
' Although the last, yet this is the coldest day 
of the month- the thermometer down to -27". 
The mean temperature for March has been unu- 
sually high, -3" ; whilst Lieutenant De Haven's 
was -17". Notwithstanding that heavy S.E. 
gales have three times driven us backward, yet 
we hive advanced 100 miles further down Davis' 
Straits. 

6th April. - To-day we enjoy fine weather, the 
more so since it comes after a tremendous north- 
erly gale of forty-eight hours' duration. Two 
days ago the friendly old floe, so long our bul- 
wark of defence, was craclied j the lane of water 
thus formed soon widened to G O  yards, passed 
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within 30 yards of the L F o ~ , '  and cut off three 
of our boats. Yesterday morning another crack 
detached the remaining 30 yards from. us, and as 
it widened the ship swung across the opening j as 
quickly as we could effect it the ship was again 
placed alongside the ice and within a projecting 
point; had it closed only a few feet whilst she 
lay across the lane, the consequences must have 
been very serious. Even to effect this slight 
change of position we were fully occupied for 
four hours ; for the gale blew furiously, and ther- 
mometer stood at 12" below zero, and the cold 
was very much felt ; our hawsers were frozen so 
stiff as to be quite unmanageable, and we were 
obliged to use the chain cables to warp the ship 
into safety. 

Throughout yesterday the wind continued ex- 
tremely strong and keen, - fortunahely the ice 
remained perfectly still : our funnels refused to 
draw up the smoke ; so that between the suffoca- 
tion, the cold, and anxiety lest the ice should 
move, our Easter Monday was sufficiently miser- 
able. The half of our poor dogs were cut off 
from the ship by the lane, and continued to howl 
dismally until late, when the new ice over the 
lane was strong enough to bear them, and they 
came across to us. 

To-day we have recovered the boats, shot four 
seals, Been two whales, and much water to the 

8* 
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eastward; we are in latitude 61” 18’ N., and 
highly delighted with the rapidity of our south- 
ern drift. 

lOlh.-Yestwday evening the setting sun rcn- 
dered visible the western land, probalnly Cape 
Dyer. We have drifted 70 miles in the last week, 
and are only 18 miles from De Haven’s position 
of escape ; but as we are two months earlier, we 
must expect ‘to be carried farther south. 

12ih.- This morning we drifted ingloriously 
out of the Arctic regions, and with what very dif- 
ferent feelings from those with which we crossed 
the Arctic circle eight months ago! However, 
we have not done with it yet ; directly the ice lets 
us go, we will (D. V.) re-enter the frigid zone, and 
‘‘ try again,” with, I trust, better success. 

A gull and a few terns appeared to-day ; these 
are the first of our summer visitors. The tem- 
perature improves; yesterday at  one o’clocl~ it 
was +19* in the shade, +15. in the crow’s-nest 
70 feet high, and +51” against a black surface 
exposed to the sun. 

1Gth.- Last night a bear came to the ship, was 
wounded, but escaped; to-day the tracks were 
followed up for three miles, the bear found, and 
again wounded -finally the unlucky beaat was 
shot in the water seven miles from the ship; it 
was lost in consequence of thc rapid drifting of 
the ice, which ran over the floating carcase. 
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To-night a dense fog-banlr rests upon the water 
to  the southward ; its upper edge is illuminated 
?y aurora, showing a faint tremulous light. 

1’7th. -Another northerly gale ; holding fast to 
the ice with three hawsers ; snow-drift limits the 
view to a couple of miles, SO all to the eastward 
appears mater, and to the westward ice. 

Lwt night the ice opened considerably j to se- 
cure the ship occupied us for .six hours ; severa1 
of the dogs were again cut off; as the ice they 
mere on was rapidly drifting away, I sent a boat 
to recover them ; it was a difficult and hazardous 
business, but at length the boat and dogs re- 
turned in safety, to my great relief, for it was 
both dark and late. 

18tii-Yesterday morning when I wrote up 
my journal, I was hoping to hold on quietly to 
the floe-edge until the wind moderated, when 
with clear weatlier we could take advantage of 
the openings and malie some progress towards the 
clear sea. We were unable to hold on, for the 
floe-edge broke sway, setting us adrift ; some time 
was occupied in fetching off the boats and dogs, 
-five of the h t te r  unfortunately would not allow 
tliemselves to be caught. As speedily as possible 
the rudder was shipped and sail set, and before 
tliree o’cloclr the ship was running fast to the 
eastward! During the night tlic ice closed, and 
a t  daylight scarcely any water was visiblo ; with 
the exception of a couple of icebergs, a11 the ice 
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in sight was not inore than two days old; it 
mainly owes its origin and rapid growtli to the 
immense quantities of snow Slo~vii oi'f the paclr. 

It still blows hard, and the thermometer stands 
at ll". A suddcn opening of the ice this fore- 
noon allowed us to run a few miles soutliward, 
and then it closed again ; we are now surrounded 
by young ice. I 

20th. -We haw' been carried rapidly past the 
position where the Arctic discovery ship ' Reso- 
lute ' was pickcd up. 

Yesterday three bears, a fulmar petrel, and a 
snow bunting were seen ; to-day a fine bear came 
within 150 yarde,and wassliot by our sportsmen; 
as they were standing round it afterwards upon 
the ice, a small seal, the only one seen for several 
days, popped up its head as if to exult oyer its 
fallen enemy -it was of course instantly shot : 
we have learnt to esteem seal's liver for breakfast 
very highly. 

It seems hardly right to call polar bears land 
animals; they abound here, - 110 geographical 
miles from the nearest land,-upon very loose 
broken-up ice, which is steadily drifting into the 
Atantic at the rate of 12  or 14 milcs daily ; to re- 
main upon it would insure their destruction were 
they not nearly amphibious ; they hunt by scent, 
and are constantly running across and against the 
wind, which prevails from the northward, so that 
the same instinct which directs tlicir senrcli for 
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prey, also serves the important purpose of guid- 
ing them in the direction of the land and more 
solid ice. 

I reinai-ked that the upper part of both Bruin’s 
fore-paws were rubbed quite barc; Petersen ex- 
plains th6t to surprise tlie seal a bear crouches 
down with his fore-paws doubled underneath, and 
pushes himself noiselessly forward with his hind- 
er legs until within a few yards, when he springs 
upon the unsuspecting victim, whether in tlie 
water or upon the ice. The Greenlanders are 
fond of beds:  flcsh, but iievcr eat either the heart 
or liver, and say that these parts cause sickness. 
No instance is known of Greenland bears attack- 
ing men, except wlien wounded or provoked; 
they never disturl, the Esquimnux graves, although 
they seldom fail to rob a cache of seal’s flesh, 
which is a similar construction of loose stones 
above ground. 

A native of Upernivilr, one dark winter’s day, 
was out visiting his seal-nets. He found a seal 
entangled, and, whilst lineeling down over it upon 
the ice to get i t  clear, he received a slap on the 
back - from his companion as he supposed ; but 
a second and heuvicr blow mitde him look smartly 
round. He was horror-stricken to see a pccu- 
liarly grim old bear instcad of his comrade ! with- 
out deigning further notice of tlie man, Bruin tore 
the sed out of the nct and coniinenced his sup- 
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per. He was not interrupted; nor did the man 
wait to see the meal finished. 

I hac1 long ago resolved, if' we csc,zped before 
the 15tl.1, or the 20th April at the latest, to go to 
Newfoundland to refresh the crew and to refit, 
cvcn if no damage from the ice should be sus- 
tained. In order to do so it would have been 
necessary for us to visit a Greenland port for a 
supply of water. We could not have calculated 
upon much assistance fiom our engines upon such 
a voyage, Mr. Brand alone being capable of work- 
ing the engines, so that ten or twelve hours daily 
is a11 the steaming that could have been ex- 
pected. 

But we are still ice-locked, so I purpose going 
to Holsteinborg in preference to a more southern 
port, as there we may expect to get reindeer and 
a sinall supply of stores suitable to our wants. 
The whalers sometimes reach Disco in March, 
Upernivik in May, and the North Water early in 
June. Unless we should be at once set free, we 
would not have time to spare €or EL Newfoundland 
voyage. 

24th. - Another anxious week has passed. I;at, 
terJy we have experienced south-westerly cur- 
rents similar to those which Parry describes when 
beset here in June, 1819. To-day we htve had 
a strong S.E. brecze, with snow and dark weather, 
The wind had greatly moderated when the s\vell 
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reached us about eight o’c~oc~‘; this evening. It 
is now ten o’clock ; the long ocean swell already 
lifts its crest five feet above the hollow of the sea, 
caiising its thick covering of icy fragments to 
clash apinst  each other and against us with un- 
plema4nt violence. It is however very beautifbl 
to look upon, the dear old familiar ocean-swell! 
i t  has long been a stranger to  us, and is welcome 
in our solitude. If the ‘Fox’ was as solid as her 
neighbors, I am quite sure she would enter into 
this ice-tournament with all their apparent hearti- 
ness, instead of audibly making lrnomn her suffer- 
ings to us. Every considerable surface of ice has 
been broken into many smaller oncs ; with feel- 
ings of exultation I watched the process from 
aloft. A floe-piece near us, of 100 yards in diame- 
ter, was speedily cracked so RS to resemble rz sort 
of labyrinth, or, still more, a field-spider’s web. 
In  the course of half nn hour the family resein- 
blaiice was totally lost; they hac1 so battered 
each other, and struggled out of tlieir original 
regularity. The rolling sea can no longer be 
checked ; ‘c the pack has taken upon itself the 
functions of an ocean,” as Dr. Kane graphically 
expresses it. 

2Gth.-At sea! How am I to describe the 
cvcnts of the last two days? It has pleased God 
to accord to us a deliverance in which His merci- 
ful  protection contrasts - how strongly ! - with 
our own utter helplessness; as if the successive 
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mercies vouchsafed to 11s during our long, long 
winter and mysterious ice-drift had been con- 
centrated and repeated in a single act. Thus 
forcibly does His great goodness come home to 
the mind! 

I am in no humor for writing, being still tired, 
fieedy, and perhaps a little seasick ; at least I have 
a headache, caused by the rolling of the ship and 
rattling noise of everything. 

On Saturday night, the 24th, I went on deck 
to spend the greater part of it in watching, and 
to determine what to do. The smell greatly in- 
creased ; i t  had evidently been approaching for 
hours before it reached us, since it rose in propor- 
tion as the ice was broken up into smaller pieces. 
In  a short time but few of them were equal in 
size to the ship’s deck ; most of them not half so 
large. I knew that near the pack-edge the eea 
would be very heavy and dangerous; but the 
wind was now fair, and having auxiliary steam- 
power, I resolved to push out of the ice if possi- 
ble. 

Shortly after midnight the ship was under sail, 
slowly boring her way to the eastward; at two 
o’clock on Sunday morning commenced steaming, 
the wind having failed. By eight o’clock we had 
advanced considerallsly to the eastward, and the 
swell had become dangerously high, the waves 
rising ten feet above the trough of the sea. The 
shocks of the ice against the ship were alarmingly 
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licavy ; it licxmic iicccssary to stecr exactly head- 
011 to swell. We slowly passed a small icebcrg 
G O  or 70 fect liigli; the swell forced it crashing 
througli the pack, leaving a small water-space in 
its wake, but sufficient to  allow the seas to break 
against its cliffs, and throw the spray in Iienvy 
showers quite ovcr its summit. 

Tllc diLy wore 011 witlioiit clinngc, csccpt that 
tlie snow :~nd inists cleared off: Gradually ilic 
swcll iiic:’e:wcd, ant1 rolled dong inore swiftly, 
becoming in fact n rcry lienvy regular sea, rstlier 
than a swell. The icc often l:~y so closely packed 
that RC could liardly force ahead, nlthough the 
fair wind had again frcshcncd up. 1\Iucli lieavy 
hummocky icc and large berg-pieces lay disperscd 
througli thc p c k  ; a single thunip from any of 
them would have bcen instant destruction. By 
five o’clock the ice became more loose, and clear 
spaces of water could be seen nhcad. We went 
faster, received fewer though still more severe 
shocks, until at length we had room to stcer 
clear of the heaviest picces; and at eight o’clock 
we emerged from tlio villanous ‘‘ paclc,” and were 
running fast through straggling pieces into a clear 
sea. Phe engines were stopped, and Mr. Brand 
permitted to rest after eighteen hours’ duty, for 
we now have no one else capable of driving the 
engines. 

Throughout the day I trembled for the safety 

r 7  

of the rudder, and screw; deprived of the one or 
9 a 
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the other, even for half an hour, I think our f‘ata 
tvould have been sealed j to have steered in any 
other direction than aguinst the swdl ~vould have 
exposed, and probably sacrificed both. 

Our bow is very strongly fortified, well plated 
externally with iron, and so very sharp that the 
ice-masses, repeatedly hurled against the ship by 
the swell as she rose to meet it, were thus robbed 
of their destructive force; they struck LIS ob- 
liquely, yet caused the vessel to shake violently, 
the bells to ring, and almost knocked us off 
our legs. On many occasions the engines were 
stopped dead by ice choliing the screw ; once it 
was some minutes before it could be got to re- 
volve again. Anxious moments those ! 

After yesterday’s experience I can understand 
how men’s hair has turned grey in a few hours. 
I3ad self-reliance been my only support and hope, 
it is not impossible that I might have illustrated 
the fact. Under tlie circumstances I did my best 
to insure our sarety, loolced as stoical as possible, 
and inwardly trusted that God ~voulcl i: mor our 
exertions. What a release ours has becn, not 
only from eight months’ imprisonment, but from 
the perils of that one clay ! Had our little vessel 
been destroyed after the ice broke up, there re- 
mained no hope for us. But we have been 
brought safely through, and are all truly gratefLI1, 
1 l q e ,  ani1 believe. 
I grieve to think of poor Lady Branlclin and 
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our friends at  home. Severely as we haxe felt 
the failure of our first season's operations, yet the 
ordeal is now over with us: not so with llcr and 
them, -they have still to experience that bitter 
disappointment. 

Our distance within the pack-edge, where we 
first made sail yesterday, was 22 miles. Before 
we got clear of the ice the height of the waves 
was 13; feet j after passing through the last of it 
there was no increasc, but the sea was more con- 
fused; in fact, within the ice all minor dist'urb- 
ances were quelled or merged into one regular 
Ezst-following swell. The ship and her machinery 
behaved most admirably in the struggle ; should 
I ever have to pass through such an ice-covered, 
heaving ocean again, let me secure a passage in 
the Pox.' 

During our 242 days in the packed-ice of Bnf- 
fin's Bay and Davis' Straits we were drifted 1184 
geographical or 1355 statute miles ; it is the l o n g  
est drift I know of, and our winter, as n whole, 
may be considered as having been mild, but very 
windy. 

We are steering now for Holsteinborg, where 
1 intend to refit and refresh tlie crew; it is re- 
puted to be the best place for reindeer upon 
the coast. 



C I I A P T E R  V I I .  

A holiday in Grccnlnnd - A  lady 1)liic witli cold --lie IOVCK of Green- 
Iunclurs - Close sliavitig - BIcct the mlinlers - Iiiformntion of mliul- 
crs - Disco - 1)anisli 1ioq)it:dity- Snit from I>isco - Iiiiidness of 
tho wlialcrs - Dmibli cstnblislinicnt~ in Grccliliuld. 

Wcd~zcsduy i@/d, A17d 281k - SAFELY ancliored at 
Bolsteiiiborg, and moored to the roclra; a ellarm- 
ing clmngc, after our positioii only a few days 
back. We have Lecii visited by the Danish resi- 
dents - the cliicf trader or governor, the priest, 
and two others : their latest European intelligence 
is not more recent than our own, but tllc Danish 
ship is hourly cxpectecl ; she usuaIly IC:LVCS Co- 
penhagen about the middle of March. 

The winter liere has been just the reverse of 
our own experience ; it has beciz severe in point 
of temperature, but with very little w i d  ; the 
land lies buried in snow, and as yet tliere is no 
thaw ; it is too early for the codfishcry, and not 

single rcindeer has heen lrillod tlirougllout the 
winter ! Eider-ducks, looms, and dovclries are 
abundant, as well as hares and ptnrmigan. 

Our poor, 
half-famished dogs have been lniiiled iicar the 
carcases of €OW whales, SO they must be su- 

20ih.--h bright and lovely day. 
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prcinely happy. I visited the Governor to-day, 
and founcl his little woocieii house as scriqnilowly 
clean and neat as the houses of the Dnnisli res- 
idents in Greenland invariably are. The only 
ornaments about the room mere portraits of his 
unfortunate wife and two cliililren: they em- - 
barked at Copenhagen last year to rejoin him, 
and the ill-fhxl vessel has never since been heard 
of Poor Governor Elberg is in ill health, and 
talks of returning home - by honze he means 
Denmark, the land of his birth, and where once 
he had a home. 

301h. - This is a grand Danish holiday ; the in- 
habitants are all dressed in their Sunday clothes 
-at least, all who have got n change of gar- 
ments - and there is both morning and evening 
service in the small woodcn church. As the 
Governor could not be persuaded to unlock the 
door of the dance-house, our men returned on 
board early ; yesterday evening they were a11 on 
shore, and, with tlic Escluimnux, were squeezed 
into this one large room: to be squeezed in a 
crowd oi’ human beings is positive enjoyment 
after a winter’s isolation such as ours has been. 
Old Ilarvcy constituted liiInself master of the 
ceremonies, and with his flute led the orchestra ; 
it consisted of one other flute and a fiddlc; he 
managed to perch himself above a11 thc rest, 
at O n e  end of tlic room, and played with such 
vigor that our blLicjac1<ets ancl the Esquimnul; 

Y* 
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ladies danced away most furiously for hours. 
These ladies can dance in tbe lcast possible 
space, their costume being piwticularly well 
adapted for thc purpose, partaking as it does 
much more of the lL Bloomer ” than the ‘‘ crin- 
oline.” 

Christian looks iminensely happy : his country- 
nicn regard him as a man whose fortune is made, 
and the women gaze with admiration upon his 
ncat sailor’s dress, and his good-natured, full, round 
face, and hugc, fat, shining clieelis ; Mr. Petersen 
is in great request to intcrpret between the Eng- 
lish, Danes, and Esquimaux. 

71h Jfizy. -1 intcnilcd sailing for Disco this 
morning, but wind and weather were adverse. 
We have obtained but  little lierc except water, 
a tolcrable supply of rock cod, some ptarmigan 
hares, wilclfowl, and a few items of stores. The 
Governor no20 thinks the Danish ship must have 
been dirccted to visit Godhaab before coming here. 
V e  have left Ictters to go home in her, and they 
ought to be in England by the end of June. 

I visited to-day a small labc a t  the foot of 
Mount Cunningham; it is said to occupy the 
centre of an extinct volcano : but I saw nothing 
to bear out the assertion. This is the only part 
of Greenland where earthquakes are felt. The 
Governor toid me of an unusually severe sllock 
WIlicIi occurred ,z winter or two ago. IIe J F ~ T ~ S  sit- 
tilig in his room reading at  the time, when he 
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heard a loud noise like the discliarge of a cannon; 
immediately afterwards a tremulous motion was 
felt, some glasses upon the table began to dance 
about, and papers lying upon the windowsill fell 
clown: after a few seconds it ceased. He thinks 
the motion originated at the lake, as it was not 
felt by some people living beyond it, and that it 
passed from N.E. to S.W. 

This mountain scenery is redly charming ; but 
a little more animal life - reindeer, for instance 
-would makc it far more pleasing in our eyes. 
The last twelvemontli’s produce of tliis district 
amounts only to 600 reindeer sliins instead of 3000, 
as in ordinary years. The clergyman of I-Iolstein- 
borg was born in tliis colony, and has succeeded 
his father in the priestly office; his wife is the 
only European female in tlie colony. Being told 
that he1 was extremely scarce in the Danish 
houses, and that ‘‘ the priest’s wife was blue with 
the cold,” I sent on shore a present of some coals. 
011 Sunday afternoon, hearing tlie cliurch bell 

ringing I went on shore. It proved to Le only 
a christening. The little dusky infant received a 
long stying of Earopean names. There was n 
Pmall description of barrel-organ, to the sound of 
which the congrcgation joined in, keeping up n 
loud monotonous chant. Most of the young 
people had hymn-books in their hsncis, printed 
in the Esquimaus langunge. 

Ravens seem very abundant, also large grey 
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falcons: perhaps the dead whales may have ate 
tracted an unusual number. 

Poor Christian has not only fallen desperately 
in love, but has engaged hiniself to the object 
of his aflections, a pretty Esquimaux girl. He 
asked me today to give her a passage up to God- 
havn, as he wished to leave her in charge of his 
mother until his return there with us next year, 
when his engagement for the voyage would be 
fulfilled. Having heard a rumor of a young 
woman awaiting his return a t  Godliavn, 1 taxed 
him with it, but he replied with great simplicity 
that “he had never promised her, and mould not 
marry her, as his friends objected to the match!” 
What are the good Greenlanders coming t o ?  I 
recommended that he should have his betrotlied 
in her own home, with her mother and family. 
His asking n passage €or her,in order to  leave her 
with his mother, is strong proof of the sincerity of 
his engagement, not only to his lady love, but to 
the ‘ Fox ’ also. 

I have written to the admiralty to account for 
my prolonged absence from EngIand ; and to Dr. 
Rid; to acquaint him with the cause of my second 
visit to his inspectorate. 

Governor Elberg has promised to get me Horn8 
fossil fish, to be found only in North Strom Fiord : 
they are interesting, as being of unknown geologi- 
cal date. 

10ih. - On tlie morning of the 8th we left 1101- 
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steinborg with a pleasant land wind and bright 
weather. When 15 miles off shore we weia 
stopped by ice formed during tlic last two nights, 
the thermometer having fallen to 12" ; out in the 
oiling the weather was gl00111j- and cold, aiid 
strong northerly winds were blowing. On clos- 
ing the land again, we regained the oirsliorc wind, 
and bright weather. 

Kccping close alongshore, and threading our 
way through a vast deal of '' pack " and numerous 
icebergs, me gnincd s i d t  of Disco about noon to- 
day, and by the evening were within an hour's 
sail of Godhmq when we were again stopped 
by a broad belt of ice stretching along the coast ; 
this was a bitter disappointment, more particu- 
larly as a gale of wind with licavy sea was fast 
rising, and snow beginning to fall thickly ; there 
was nothing for it, however, but to stand off under 
easy sail for the night. 

12Lh.- At anchor a t  the Whale fish Islands. On 
thc evening of the 10th we stood off froin the 
inhospitable barrier of ice, prcpared to meet the 
storm ; snow fcll so thickly tlint we could linrdly 
see the icebergs iii time to avoid them. We 
supposed ourselves to be well to leeward of 
the Whalefish Islands, but were deceived by the 
tides ; suddenly a small, low islet was men on the 
lee bow ; not being able to pass to windward, w e  
were obliged to wear ship, and, in doing so, passed 
withill the ship's length of destruction - for we 

a. 
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were certainly within that distance of the rocks! 
The islet T V ~ S  covered with snow, and but for 
some very fern dark points showing through, i t  
could not be distinguished from ice. On the 11th 
the weather improved, and in the evening we 
came to our present anchorage. From a hill we 
can watch an opportunity to entcr Goclhavn. 
Notwithstanding the blowing weather, sume na- 
tives came about five miles off to us;  the water 
washed over their little kuyah, and kept the occu- 
pants' sealskin dresses streaming with wet tip to 
their shoulders; this part of their dress seems 
rather part of the kayak, as it is attaclied to it 
ro~iiid the hole in which the duyaficr sits, so tliat 
no water can enter. It is wonderful to see how 
closely a man can assimilate his habits to those of 
a fish. 

The Danish coopcr in charge of this outrstation 
tells us there are thirteen English whalers already 
out, and some of them have been up to the north 
end of Disco; two vessels are in sight. The 
world, it appears, is at peace. Petersen was at 
one time in charge of this station; he is :LOW 
Beeking out his old acquaintances. 
-14ih. - Summer has suddenly burst q o n  11s 

thermometer up to 40" ; moreover, we are enjoy- 
ing English newspapers, and have dined off roast 
beef and vegetables ! 

Two days ago I sent a note off to a whaler by 
a kaysk, rcqucsting lier captain to lend nie 601118 



newspapers ; the note reached CcptRin J. Wnllicr, 
of tlic ‘ Jnnc,’ and yestert1:L-y his ship, ncco1~pa- 
nicd by the ( I-Icroiiie,’ Captain J. Siinpsoc, “13- 

p r o d i e d  us, and they both cniiic in to call upon 
me, cnch of them bringing the vcry acccptnblc 
present of some newspapers, besidcs n quarter of 
beef, with vegetables. Nothing could exceed their 
sincere good feeling and liindness ; they offered 
to supply me with anything their ships coulcl 
aflord. The account they give of last season is 
as follows : the whalers reached Devil’s Point, 
near Melville Bay, as early as tlie 21st of May; 
southerly winds then set in, and blew incessantly 
for six meeks, during all which time they were 
closely beset, and the ships Gipsy ’ and ‘ Un- 
daunted’ were crushed. When able to move, the 
fleet returned southward along tlie ‘( packcdge,” 
which was everywhere found to be impenetrable ; 
they sailed southward of Disco, and about the 
middle of July the earliest ships rounded the 
southern extremity of middle ice in 1st. G8:”, and 
found no difficulty in their further passage to 
Pond’s Bay. Captain Walker says ships could 
not have reached Lnncaster Sound, as there was 
much ice north of Pond’s Bay which he thought 
extended quite across to Melville Bay. 

The position of the ice last season was con- 
sidered to be most unusual ; the long prevalence 
of southerly winds appeared to lime sepai-ated the 
tail of tho puck from the main body, the €ormer 
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lying against the west land about Cape Scarle, 
whilst the latter was forced northward and pressed 
closely into Melville Bay; the ships sailed freely 
between these two great divisions, and found the 
west water unusually extensive. 

Had I been able to collect a sufficient numbcr 
of sledge-dogs at Godhavn last year, it was my iii- 
tention to have sailed across to the west side if pos- 
sible, instead of pursuing the usual route through 
Melville Bay ; but the opinions of the captains of 
the lost whalers were in fiwor of a “Melville Bay” 
passage, and tlie necessity for olstaining dogs left 
ine no choice as to wlietlier I should proceed west, 
or north to Proven and Upernivik j I have already 
recorded what were my opinions at ihe iiiize, so 
need only observe nozu, that, although I fkilcd, I be- 
lieve my decision was justified by all forincr cx- 
periencc, even independently of the circumstances 
which obliged me to adopt it. Nevertheless it is 
mortifying to find that ships had reached as far as 
Pond‘s Bay, and with but little difficulty. Sir 
Edward Parry, upon his third voyage, did not 
reach the west water until very late in tlie se:ison, 
altllough some of the whalers met with bcttcl- 
SLiccess by following up another routc. 

There is nothing more unccrtain than ice- 
navigation, dependent as it is upon wiiidg temper- 
atures, and currents : one can only cnlculatc upon 

have already seen. In thc preceding Year (1866) 
the chances,” and how nearly we succcctlecl 
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some of the whalers got through Melvillc Bay as 
early as tlie 15th June, only a few days after the 
commencement of the summer’s thaw. Captain 
Wallrer tells me there are many years in which 
the whalers can pass up thc western shore late in 
the season, but not always so far as Pond‘s Bay ; 
of Melville Bay after tlie 10th or 16th July they 
know nothing, but the voyages of discovcry afFord 
us ample details; whilst of the southern route 
almost nothing has been made publicly known. 

There are many intelligent whaling captains 
who possess much valuablc knowledge of these 
lands and seas, and even in the terra incognita 
of Frobislier’s Straits, whalers have wintered, 
whilst our charts scarcely afford even a vfigue 
idea of the configuration of these extensive 
islands. The so-called ‘‘ I-Iome Bay ” has bcen 
penetrated for fifty miles, and is supposed to be 
a strait leading to Fox’s Furthest. Scott’s Inlet 
is also said to be a strait lending into a western 
arm of the same sea. A surveying vcssel would 
bc usefully einployed for a couple of suinniers 
in tracing the gencrd outline of these pos- 
sessions of Her Majesty, more particularly as 
they :ire rather tliiclrly inhabited by Esquimaux 
most eager to barter t,heir produce for rifles, 
saws, files, knives, needles, :md such like articles. 
Good coal lias been found upon Durbin Island 
(near Cape Searle), in a convenient little cove 

10 
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upon its southern side; and as the old sailing 
whalers are fast being replaced by steamers, 
this place may become oE great importance to 
them. 

We are refitting, shooting, slid devouring 
quantities of excellent mussels ; cider duclrs are 
very abundant, but extremely shy. Poor puss 
has been killed; tempted on deck by the unu- 
sually warn weather, she was pounced upon by 
the dogs. 

17th. -Yesterday our attempt to cnter the 
port of Godliavn failed, it is still filled with ice. 
This evening Young and 1 examined a nar- 
row rocky cove - Upernivik Bay of the natives ; 
finding i t  suitable for our purpose, the ship was 
brought in and moored to tlie rocks. We were 
received with much kindness by our friends, 
M c  and Mrs. Olrik, and were liresented with 
a file of late English papers. A considerable 
supply of beer was ordered to be brewed for 

I found Mrs. Olrilr without a fire in her sitting 
room ; it was unnecessary ; the windows looked to 
the south, and the sun shone brightly in upon a 
profusion of geraniums and European flowers, at 
once reminding one of home, and refreslling tlie 
senses by their perfume and beauty ; the merry 
voices of the children were also a most pleasing 
novelty. Mr. Ohik says the past winter has not 

us. 
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been in any ~vny  remnrkablc, except for the pre- 
valence of strong winds; April and tlie early 

24ih. - We did honor to IIer Majesty's birth- 
day by drcssing the ' Fox ' in all her flags, and 
rcgaling her crew with plum-pudding and gi-og. 
The ice having moved off, we have come into the 
harbor of Godl~avn, as being more convenient nnd 
safe. The day has bccn a busy one: me liavc 
completed our srnall piiidiases and closcd our 
lcttcrs ; I have aclcled another Esquimaus lac1 to 
our crew, talriiig with him his rifle, I ~ ~ y d r ,  and 
sledge. This evening there lins been a brisk iii- 
terchnnge of presents between LIS nncl our Danish 
friends. I have bccn given an eider-down cover- 
let by the Governor, Mi-. Andcrsen ; and, by Xrs. 
Olrik, some delicious preserve of Greenlund cran- 
berries, a tin of preserved ptarmigan, and a jar 
of picklcd whale-skin ; my table is decked with 
Europeiin flowers, including roscg mignonette, 
and violets. 

With goocl reason sliall me remember God- 
hnvn ; we have certainly been treated as especial 
favoritcs. 

26th. - Ldt Godhavn early yesterday morn- 
i11g7 and anchored this afternoon in our old posi- 
tion off the Coal Clifls in the Wnignt ; a party of 
seal-hunters from htanelrerdlulr canie off to us, 
m d  their hunting having terminated successfully, 

part of N,zy l1nvc been ullusllally cold. 
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they will assist us in coaling. From t h e e  men I 
obtained much information about this part of the 
coast; within a range of 20 i d e s  upon the Disco 
shore there are four distinct coaling places; but 
at this early Beason two of them are deeply cov- 
ered with snow. There is also very good coal at 
the S.E. end of Hare Islnnd, where it can be 
easily obtained. The ice in this strait broke up 
as long ago as the 3rd April; it has all drifted 
out to the northward, only a €ew icebergs now 
remain. 

28th. - Again hastening northward ; the busi- 
ness of coaling was very speedily and satishc- 
torily completed, but the quality of the coals is 
very inferior. Upon the green slopes our sports- 
men found nothing but a few ptarmigm and a. 
hare. 

Shortly after running close past the deserted 
settlement of Noursak, we arrived off a small 
bay, and were startled by finding the watcr had 
suddenly changed from transparent bluc to a, 
thick muddy color, but there was no change in 
its depth ; we were crossing the strcam of ‘‘ Mal<- 
1Laks Xlvin,’’ or Clay River, which empties itself 
into the bay after running through n broad and 
extensive valley, said to abound with reilldeer ; 
this river has its origin in lakes and glaciers in 
the interior, and the discoloration of the water 
is probably the chief cause of success in wllite. 
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whale fishing, which is carried on licre in the 
autumn, as those tiniicl animals will not  permit 
boats to approach them in clear water. 

This evening we are crossing Omenalc’s Fiord, 
and the land-wind, which here and all along the 
coast northwards blows from the N.E., has come 
off to us. 

31st. - Lying fast to an iceberg off Upernivilr. 
The whalers are all within a dozen miles of us, 

unable to penetrate further north. The season 
appears forward, and the ice much decayed ; but 
southerly winds prevail, retarding its disruption 
and removal. Captain Parker, of the ‘Emma,’ 
tells me he does not expect to m&e a north pas- 
sage this year, and as his experience extends over 
a period of at least thirty years, I give his reason ; 
it is simply this, - that as during the months of 
February, March, and April northerly minds pre- 
vailed to an unusual degree, therefore southerly 
winds may now be expected to continue; if he 
prove a prophet, it will be to  our serious hinder- 
a w e  at this critical season. Governor Fliescher 
says the winter has been mild; thcre has bccn 
but little wind, and that chiefly from the soutli- 
NYI r d . 

4th Jlnzc. - We have received much kindness 
from our friends Captains Parlrer and J. Simpson, 
as well as from ot81iers of‘ tlre whaling fleet; the 
former has gciierously supplied us with niaily 
things wc were ratlier sllort of, not oiily in ship’s 

lo* I1 
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stores, but provisions and coals, and in return I 
have of course furnished him with a receipt for 
his owners. Captain Simpson has most hand- 
somely presented the ‘ Fox ’ with a sail and yards, 
which, after some slight alterations, will enable us 
to add a main topsail to our spread of canws. 
For the two days we lay at the iceberg, alongsiclc 
of the ‘ Emma,’ I made furious attacks upon Cap- 
tain Parker’s beefsteaks aiid porter ; we amply 
availed ourselves of his hearty welcome. By the 
arrival of the fine steam whaler ‘ Tay,’ from Scot- 
land, we have received papers up to 1’7th April. 

This morning wc slowly steamed away from 
Upernivilr, threading our way betwixt islands, and 
ice, for about 30 milcs, and now await further icc 
movement before it will be possible to proceed. 

These are called the Woman Islands, so named 
by the celebrated Arctic explorer John Davis, 
who visited them in Quecn Elizabeth’s reign ; he 
found here only a few old women, their frightened 
lords and more active juniors having effected their 
escape. 

Upon one of these islands ZL stone was pickcd 
some 30 years ago, bearing a Runic inscrip- 

tion; it was sent home to Copenhagen as n most 
interesting relic of the early Scandinavian voya- 
gers ; but nothing was on it escept the names of 
those men “ who clcarcd this place ” (or forined 
a settlement), nncl the date, 1135. In a11 prolja- 
bility their sojourn was cstrcmcly short, perhaps 
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only for a single summer. The Esquimaux did 
not malrc their appearance for nearly two centu- 
ries later. 

After Egede’s settlemcnt a t  Godhaab in 1721, 
the Danish trading establishments gradually ex- 
tended along the coast, and Upernivilr was one of 
them; but it appears to have been soon abnn- 
doned. During Napoleon’s wars a11 the Danish 
posts were withdrawn, as the British fleet effect- 
ually cut off communication with Europe ; but 
after peace was restored in 1815, the trading 
posts were again resorted to, and a new settle- 
ment formed near the ruins of the old one at 
Upernivilr: ; it enjoys pre-eminence as the most 
northern abode of civilized man. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

‘Fox ’ nearly wrcclced -Afloat, and posh nlrcad -Arctic hairbreadth 
eecapcs - Ncarly cnuglit in tho pack - Shooting littlc nuks - Tho 
Arctic IIiglilantlcrs - Cnpo Yorlc - Crimson mow- Strugglir~g to 
tho westward- Rcnch tlic Wcst-lnnd - Ob tho cntrtinco of Lnncnstcr 
Souud. 

Juize 8th. - YESTERDAY morning we passed close 
outside Buchan Island; it is sniall but lofty, its 
north side is almost precipitous, yet notwitlistand- 
ing this strong indication of deep water, a reef of 
rocks lies about a mile off it. I happened to be 
aloft with the look-out-man at Iialf-past eight 
o’clock as we were stcsming through a narrow lead 
in the ice, wlien I saw 5 rock close allcad ; it was 
capped with ice, therefore was hsrilly distinguish- 
able from the floating xnasses around ; the engines 
were stopped and reversed, but tlierc was neither 

nor room to avoid the reef, which now ex- 
tended on cach side of us, and upon which tile 
s~iip’s bow stuck fast whilst licr stcrn remninccI in 
36 feet water; the tide had just cornnm1ced to 
j U ,  aid d our efforts to haul off from the roc~m 
were ineffectual. The floes lay within 30 ynrils 
of us ~p01i  cnch side. I fwu.ecI tlieir ~ ~ r i f ~ i i i g  
down upon the sllip and turning licr ovcr; bu t  
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furtuni;tcly it mas perfectly calzii, ant1 as the tide 
fell, poiiits of the reef IieId them fast. The ship 
coni,iiiuecl to Gdl over to starboard ; at dead low 
water licr inclination vas 36” ; the water covered 
the starboard gunwale from the mainmast aft, aiicl 
reached almost ~ i p  to the after hatchway ; at this 
time the sliglitest shake must have caused her to 
fd l  over upon her side, when she would have in- 
stantly filled and sunk. The dogs, after rcpcated 
ineffectual attempts to lie upon the deck, quietly 
coilccl tlicmselves up upon such parts of the lee 
gunwale :LS remained above water and nmit to 
sleep. 

To me tlie moments seemed lengthened out 
beyond anything I could have imagined ; but at  
length the water bcgm to rise, and the ship 
to resume licr upriglit position. Boats, nnchors, 
hawsers, etc., were got on board again with the 
utmost alacrity, and tlie sliip flonted off unliurt 
after having been eleven hours upon the reef 
We had grouiidcd during the clay tide and mere 
floated off by the nigIit tide, wliicli upon this 
const occasions a rriuclr greater rise and fall, - so 
fkxr we were fhvored, but the poor little ‘Fox’ 
had ;L very iiwrow escape ; as for ourselves, there 
was not the slightest cause for apprehcnsiun, 
three steam whalers being within sigiial distance. 

To-day we are steaming along after the three 
vessels mhich passed us Inst cvcniiig aiid clisczp- 
peared round Cape ShtLckleton during the night. 
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The contrast between our prospects yesterday 
and to-day fills one with delight, - to be afloat 
and advancing unobstructedly once more is in- 
deed charming. 

11th. -- On the afternoon of the 8th we joined 
the eteamers ' Tay,' Captain Deuchars ; ' Chase,' 
Captain Gravill, sen. ; and ' Diana,' Gravill, jun. 
After repeated ice-detentions, me have reached 
Duck Island. Captain Deuchars says there is 
every prospect of an early north passage; we 
have had several conversations about the Pond's 
Bay natives, and their reports of ships, wrecks, 
and Europeans. There appears to be not only 
great difficulty, but also uncertainty, in arriving 
at their meaning; to form an ides of the time 
elapsed since an event, or the distance to the 
spot wliere it occurred, is a still harder task. I 
look forward to our visit a t  Pond's Bay with 
greatly increased interest. 

Iii August, 1855, when Captain Deuchnrs was 
crossing through the middle ice, in latitude VO", 
he found part of a steamer's topmast embedded 
in heavy ice ; he also saw the moulded form of 
ship's side, and thinks the latter must have sunk; 
the portion of the topmast visible was sawed off 
and taken to England. I t  is most probable that 
the vessel was either H.M.S. ' Intrepid ' or pie- 
neer,' 3s two months hter, and 250 milos fi~rther 
SoLIth, the ' nesolute ' was picked up. About two 
or three years ago, Captain Deuchars lost his 

/ 
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ship ‘Pi*incess Charlotte,’ in Melville Bay. It 
was a beautiful morning ; they had almost reschcd 
the North Water, and were anticipating a very 
successful voyage ; the steward had just reported 
breakfast ready, when Captain Deuchars, seeing 
the floes closing together ahead of the ship, re- 
inaincd on deck to see her pass safely between 
them, but they closed too quiclrly; the vessel 
was abizost through, when the points of ice caught 
hcr sides abreast of the mizenmast, and, passing 
through, held the wreck up for a few minutes, 
barely long cnough for the crew to escape and 
save their boats! Poor Deuchars thus suddenly 
lost his brcalchst and his ship ; within ttr2 iiziiziite8 

her royal yards disa,ppcared beneath the surface. 
EIow closely danger besets the Arctic cruiser, yet 
how insidiously ; everything looks so briglit? so 
calm, so still, that it requires positive experience 
to convince one that ice only a very few inches, 
perlinps only tliree or four iiiclies, aliove water, per- 
fectly lcvel, and moving extremely slow, could 
possibly endanger a strong vessel ! The ‘ Prin- 
cess Charlotte ’ was a very fine, strong ship, and 
her captain one of the most experienced Arctic 
seamen. He now commands the finest whaler in 
the fleet,. 

14ih. - We have only advanced a few d e s  to 
the northward. The steamer ‘ Innuit ’ has joined 
our small stcam squadron. Captain Suttcr left 
Scotland only ~1 month ago : he has very kindly 
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and promptly sent us a present of newspapers 
and potatoes. Captain Deuclinrs has also been 
good enough to supply us with some potatoes 
and porter, perhaps the most serviceable present 
he could have made us after our long subsistence 
upon salt and preserved meats. 

10ih.- Once inore alone in Melville Bay. 
The ‘Innuit’ and ‘Chase’ steamed much too 
fiist for us, and the last of the four vessels, the 
‘Tay,’ parted from us in a thick fog yesterday. 
We have come close along the edge of the fixed 
ice, passing about six miles outside of the Sabine 
Islands, and are advancing as opportunities offer. 
This morning tlie man who was stationed to 
watch a nip about a quarter of a mile ahead of 
the ship, came running back, pursued by three 
bears-a mother with her half-grown cubs. I 
suppose they followed him chiefly because he ran 
from them; and at  all events they were very 
close up before he reached the ship. Another 
bear was seen about the same time, but none of 
them came within shot. JXotchies (or little auks) 
are very abundant. Seals are occasionally shot 
I ate some boiled seal today, and found it good : 
this is the first time I lime eaten positive 6Zzb1ibcr ; 
a11 scruples respecting it henceforth vanish. 

25ih.-The Iand-ice broke away inshore of the 
‘FOX’ on the 19th or 20th, and we found onr- 
selves drifting southward amongst extensive fields 
of ice. Sad experience has already shown us how 
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absolutcly powerless our small craft is under such 
circumstnnccs. But after n~aiiy attempts we re- 
gained the cdge of the fast ice this niorning, and 
steaincd merrily along it towards Busllnnn Is1:ind. 
When within n few miles a nip brought us to n 
standstill: licre five or Six icebergs lie ciicom- 
passed by Iand-ice, and apparently aground ; one 
cf ihcrn juts out  and has caught the point of an 
immense field of ice. Thcre is some slight move- 
ment in the latter, but not cnough to let us pass 
through. 

Twelve or eighteen miles to the south there 
is a cluster of bergs, in all probability aground 
upon our ‘ 6  70 fathom bank” of last September. 
The ice-field appears to rest agaiiist them, as both 
to the east and west there is much clear water. 
Exactly at this spot Captain Penny was similarly 
detained by a nip in August, 1850. Although 
progress is denied to us a t  present, yet i t  is an un- 
speakable relief to have got out of the drifting 
ice I 

I have passed very many anxious days in Mel- 
ville Bay, but hardly any of them weighed so 
heavily upon me as yesterday. There was the 
broad, clcar Zaidwater within a third of n mile of 
me, clear weather, and a fair brecze blowing. 
The intervening nip worked sufficiently with 
wind and tide to keep one in suspense; it wear& 
opened at  high water, but closed again with the 
ebb tide. I thought of the week already spent 

11 
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in strugglinv amongst drifting floes, and was 
haunted by visions of everything horrible-gales, 
ice-crnshing, etc. Nor was it consoling to reflect 
that all the sailing ships as well as the steamers 
might have actually slipped past us. In  fact, I 
must acknowledge that anxiety and weariness 
had worked me up into a state of burning i m p -  
tieace and of bitter chagrin at being so repeat- 
edly baffled in all my efforts by the varying yet 
continual perplexities of our position. The only 
difference in favor of our prospects over those of 
the past year consisted in our Iiaving arrived here 
two months earlier; but the importance of this 
difference is incalculable. 

The opportunities afforded by the delays to 
which we have been subjected were turned, how- 
ever, to some account. Nearly one thousand 
rotchies were shot ; they are excellent eating ; 
their average weight is four ounces and a half, 
but when prepared for the table they probably 
do not yield more than three ounces each. A 
young bear imprudently swam up to the ship, and 
mas shot,-his skin fell to the sportsman, and car- 
case to the dogs. Several others have been seen: 
we watched one fellow surprise a, seal upon the 
ice, and carry it about in his mouth as a cat does 
a mouse. 

27th.-Lying fast to the ice off the Crimson 
Cliffs of Sir John Ross. Yesterday we succeed- 
ed in passing through the nip, and by evening 

@. 
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reached Cape Yorls. Seeing natives running out 
upon the land-ice, the ship was made filst for an 
hour in order to communicate with them A 
party of eight men came on board: they imme- 
diately recognised Petersen, for they lived at Etah 
in Smith‘s Sound when he was tliere in the Amer- 
ican expedition. They asked for Dr. Kane, and 
told us Hans was married and living in Whale 
Sound. They all said he was most anxious to re- 
turn to Greenland, but had neither sledge-dogs 
nor kayak; hunger had compelled him to eat the 
sealskin which covcred the frameworlr o i  the lat- 
ter. Petersen gave them mcssages for Hans from 
his Greenland fiiends, and advice that he should 
fix his residence here, where he might see the 
whalers and perhaps be taken back to Greenland. 
The natives did not seem to be badly off for any- 
thing except dogs, some distemper having carried 
off most of these indispensable animals. I was 
therefore unable to procure any from tlmn. 
These people spent the winter here ; they seemed 
healthy, well-clad, and happy little fellows. One 
of them is brother-in-law to Erasmus Pork, who 
voluntttrily came to England in the ‘Assistance ’ 
in 1851. This man is an Cciyekuk, or magicinn; 
he has a still flatter face than the rest of his 
countrymen, but appears more thoughtful czr. d 
intelligent. 

Petersen pointed out to me ;I stout old fellow, 
with a tolerable sprinkling of beard and mow- 
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tache. This vorthy perpctrated the only murder 
which has taken phcc for several years in the 
tribc : Be disliked his vickirn i~ l ld stood in need of 
his dogs, thcrcfore he lrillccl the owner and q p m -  
priated his poperty ! Such motives and passiana 
usu,zlly govern the ‘‘ unsophistie,zted children of‘ 
nature (’ yet, as savages, the Esquimaux may be 
considered exceedingly harmless. 

Of lute years these Arctic Highlnndcrs have be- 
come alarmed by the rapid diniinution of their 
numbers through fatnine and disease, and have 
been less violent towards each other in their feuds 
and quarrels. 

The appesrmcc of these men, as they danced 
and rolled about in €rantic delight at our ap- 
proacli, wad wild and straiigc, find their costu~ne 
uniform and picturesyuc. Their loiig, coarse, 
black hair hung loosely ovcr thc seal-skin frock 
which in its turn overlapped their loose shaggJ 
bear-skin breeches, and these again came d o w ~  
over the tops of their seal-skin boots. Most 01 
them carried a spear formed out of the horn of n 
narwhal. 

Having distributed presents of knives aad 
needles, and explained to  them that me did so be- 
cause they had belilnved well to the tvhitc peo- 
ple, (as we fearncd from Dr. Kane’s narrative of 
their treatment of him and his crew), we pursued 
our voyage, not doubting but that we should soon 
reach the ~ ‘ o d h  p%xler, an extensive sea through 
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which we could sail uninterruptedly to Pond's 
Bay. 

During the night me advanced through loose 
ice ; but fog and a rising S.E. gale delaycci us, and 
to-day the pack has pressed in against the land, so 
that- our wings are most unexpectedly clipped, A 
walrus was shot through the head by ;L Mini6 bul- 
le t ;  none other will penetrate such a massive 
slcull : unfortmately for my collection of speci- 
mens, and for the dogs, the animal sank. 

2cZJii&. -For five days we have been almost 
beset amongst loose ice and grounded bergs ; the 
winds were generally from the S.E. and t~ccom- 
panied by fog. To avoid being squeezed we had 
constantly to shift our position ; once we were 
caught and rather severely nipped ; the ship was 
hcelcd over about ten degrees and lifted a couple 
of feet: the ice was three feet thick, but broke 
readily under her weight. Unfortunately there 
was not time to unship the rudder, so it suffered 
very severely. Upon cz previcus occasion the 
screw-shaft was bent and il portion of the screw 
broken ofl 

Landed to obtain good view of the sea in 
the offing; from the hills we could see nothing 
but pack to seaward. There was no land ice; 
we stepped out of the boat upon a narrow icefoot 
which fringed the coast; immediately above it 
we trod over a velvet sward of soft bright green 
moss ; the turf beneath was of considerable depth. 

11* 
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Here and there under this noble range of cliffs, 
which are composed of primary rock, there exists 
much vegetation for so high a latitude. From the 
fact of thick layers of turf descending quite down 
to the sea, it is evident that the land has been 
gradually sinking. Steep slopes of rocky dkb?-k, 
which screen the bases of the most precipitous 
cliflq, form secure nurseries for the little auk; 
these localities were literally alive with them ; 
they popped in and out of every crevice, or sat 
in groups of dozens upon every large rock. I 
have nowhere seen such conntless myriads of 
birds. The rotehie, or little auk, lays its single egg 
upon the bare rock, far within n crevice beyond 
the reach of fox, owl, or burgomaster gull. We 
shot a couplc of hundred duriag our short stay on 
shore, and, by removing the stones, gathered sev- 
eral dozen of their eggs. 

The huge predatory gulls, long ago named 
'' Burgomasters " by Dutch seamen (because they 
lord it over their neighbors, and appropriate every 
thing good to themselves), have established them- 
selves in the cliffs, where their nests are gener- 
ally inaccessible: we were a month too late for 
their eggs; the young birds were as large as 
spring chickens. Of course we obtained speci- 
inens of the red snow, but had to seek rather dili- 
gently for it;  its color was a dirty red, very like 
the stain of port wine: very few patches of it 
were found. 
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Last night a westerly wind blew freshly and 
dispersed the ice outside of us, so much SO that 
this evening we have got out into almost clear 
water. Farewell Greenland ! - hurrah for the 
west ! 

5th.-After getting free from the ice off the 
Crimson Cliffs, we soon lost sight of the last frag- 
ment, and steered for Pond‘s Bay. And now we 
all set to work in zealous haste to write our last 
letters for England, by the whalers, which we 
hopcd soon to meet there. 

After running G O  miles the ice re-appeared, and 
we sailed through ‘a vast deal of it, but it became 
more closely packed, and a thick fog detained US 
for a day. 

When the weatller became clear, the main 
pack was seen to the W., S., and S.E. ; in the hope 
of rounding its northern extreme +e ran along it 
to the N.W. To-day it has led us to the N. and 
NE, so that this evening Wolstenholrne Sound is 
in sight. To the N. the pack appears impenetra- 
ble, and there is a strong ice-blink over it, All 
the ice we have lately sailcd through is loose, and 
much decayed; it seems but recently to have 
broken away from the land, is not water-washed, 
neither has it been exposed to a swell, the frac- 
tured edges remaining sharp. 

6th.. - Midnight. Last evening I persevered to 
the N. until every hope of progress in that direc- 
tion vanished. To the W. the pack appeared tal- 
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erably loose; the wind was fresh at  E.S.E., 80 I 
determined once more to push into it, and en- 
deavor to battle our way through; I hoped it. 
would prove to be inereiy a belt of 30 or 40 miles 
in width. We found the ice to lie for the most 
part in streams at right angles to the wind, and 
therefore much more open than it had appeared : 
there was seldom any difficulty in winding through 
it fi*oni one water space to another. The wind 
greatly increased, bringing much rain, but for- 
tuntl;tely no fog ; - the dread of this hung over 
me like i~ nightmare,- our progress depended 
upon the vigilance of the look-out kept in the 
crow'mest. By noon we had made good 60 
miles. Throughout the day the wind has gradu- 
ally moderated: the rain gave place to snow, 
whicli in its turn was succeeded by mist. The 
evening was fine eventually and clear ; but still 
we find the ice is all around. Just before mid- 
night the termination of our lead was discovered, 
whilst the ice through which we had passed was 
closing togetlier, and a dense fog came rolling 
down. Under these circumstances the ship was 
made fast as near to  the nip as safety pemitted, 
to await some favorable clinnge. 

10th. - All the '7th we remained in our small 
basin, there heing no outlet from it, and but little 
water anywhere visible. To pass away the dull 
hours and get rid of unwelcome reflections upoii 
the similarity of our present position and that in 
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Augiist last, I commenced an attack upon all the 
feathered denizens of tlie pack- they secined so 
provokingly contented with it - but thcy soon 
became wary, and deserted our vicinity, so I shot 
only a dozen fulmar petrels, three ivory gulls, two 
looms,* and a Lest& parasilkus; some of them 
were useful as specimens, and such as were not 
destined for our table were given to the dogs. 
Although Cobourg Island was 46 miles distant 
from us, its lofty rounded outlines were very 
distinct, and much covered with snow. On the 
8th we squeezed through nips for 4 or 6 miles, 
and on the 9th, reaching a large space of water, 
steamed towards Cobourg Island until again 
stopped by the pack at  an early hour this morn- 
ing, when within 5 or G leagues of it. 

This evening we are endeavoring to steam in 
towards the West-land, and fancy we can trace 
with the crow’s-nest telescope a practicable route 
through the intervening ice-mazes to a, fhint streak 
of water dong the shore. This sort of navigation 
i p  not only anxious, but wearying. To nie it 
seems as if several months instead of only eight 
days had elapsed since we left Cape Yorlc. We 
are constantly wondering what our whaling friends 
are about, and where they are 1 

14ih.-The f%nt streak of  water seen on the 
night of the 10th proved to be an extensive sheet 
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to leeward of Cohourg Island. We reached it 
next morning. Jones’ Sound appeared open, and 
a slight swell reached us from it, but all dong the 
shore there was close pack. Although but little 
water was visible to the southward, we persevered 
in that direction, and, as the ice was rapidly mov- 
ing  offshore under the combined influence of wind 
and tide, we were only occasionally detained. 

Two hundred and forty-two years ago - to B 

day, I believe -William Baffin sailed without 
hindrance along this coast and discovered Lancas- 
ter Sound. What a very different season he must 
have experienced ! 

Passing near Cape 13orsburgh we approached 
De Ros Islet at midnight. The air being very 
calm, and still, the shouting of some natives wns 
heard, although we could scarcely distinguish them 
upon the land-ice. The ship was made fast, and 
the shouting party, consisting of three men, three 
women, and two children, eagerly came on board. 
Only four individuals remained on shore. 
The old chief Kal-lek is remarkable amongst 

Esquimaux for having a bald head. He inquired 
by name for his friend Captain Inglefield. These 
three families have spent the last two years upon 
this coast, between Cape Horsburgh and Croker 
Bay. Their knowledge does not extend further 
in either direction. They are natives of more 
southern lands, and crossed the ice in Lnncaster 
Sound with dog-sledges. Since the visit of the 
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‘ Phocnis’ in ’64 they have scen no ships, 110r 

have any wrecks drifted upon their shores. Tliey 
secmed vcry fat and liealthy, but complained that 
all the reindeer had gone sway, and aslied if w e  
could tell where they went t o ?  Our presents of 
wood, knives, and needles were eagerly received. 
They assured us that Lancaster Sound was still 
frozen over, and that all the sea was covered with 
pack. After half an ~ O U ’ S  delay we steamed on- 
ward, and on reaching a larger space of mater our 
hopes (somewhat depressed by the native intel- 
ligence) began to revive. But we soon found that 
our clear water terminated near Cape Warrender. 
Lancaster Sound, although not frozen over, was 
cramincd full of floes and icebergs. The wind in- 
creased to a strong gale from the east, and prcsscd 
in more ice. At length the ship was with difficulty 
made fast to a strip of land-ice a few miles west- 
ward of Point Osborn. Gradually the gale sub- 
sided, but not until thc pack w& close in against 
the land. The tides kept sweeping it to and’ fro, 
to our great discomfort. The land is composed of 
gneiss, and the gravelly shore is low. A few ducks 
only have been shot, and traces of reindeer and 
harcs seen. Our Melville Bay friends, the rotchies, 
>we very rare visitors upon this side of Bafin’s 

Part of a ship’s timber has been found upon the 
bea,ch; it measures 7 inches by 8 inclles, is of 
American oak, and, although sound, has long beon 
exposed to the weather. 

ELy. 
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C H A P T E R  1 X .  

Off Capo Warrender - Sight the ivhalers agnin -Enter Pond’s B:iy - 
Communicate with Esquimnux - Ascend Pond’s Inlet - Esqnimnux 
information -Arctic summer abode -An Arctic villago- KO intol- 
ligcncc of Branklin’s sliips - Arctic trading - Gcogrnphicnl infor- 
mation of nntivcs - Infornintion of Rnc’s visit - Improvidcncc of 
Esquimnux -Travels of Efiquirnaux. 

1Gth Ju&. -To borrow a whaling phrase, we are 
‘6 dodging about in a hole of water ” off Cape War- 
render. I recognize the little bay just to the 
west of the cape where Parry landed in Septem- 
ber, 1824. The “ immense mass of snow and ice 
containing strata of muddylooking soil ” is there 
still, and, I should think, had considerably in- 
creased. Here his party shot three reindeer out 
of a small herd. We have narrowly scanned the 
steep hill-sides with our glasses, but without dis- 
covering any such inducement to land. 

No cairns are visible upon Cape Warrender; 
the natives ’have probably removed them. Dellse 
pack prcvents us from approaching Port Dundas 
O r  crossing to the southern shore. We a]] find 
these vexatious delays are by no means condu- 
cive to sleep. The mind is busy with a sort of 
magic-lantern representation of the past, the pres 
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ent, and the future, and resists for weary hours 
the necessary repose. 

17th. - Last night’s calm has allowed the pack 
to expand so much, that to-day we have steamed 
through it until within three miles of the noble 
cliffs of Cape Hay ; and now wc are drifting east- 
ward with the ice precisely as did the ‘En- 
terprise ’ and ‘ Investigator,’ in September, ’49. 
Upon that occasion we were set free off Pond’s 
Bay. There is a very extensive Zoomey a t  Cape 
Hay ; we regret the circumstances which prevent 
our levying a tax upon it. Here, if anywhere, I 
expected to find a clear sea, but east winds have 
prevailed for twenty days out of the last twenty- 
five, and this accounts for the present state of the 
sea; the next succession of west winds will prob- 
ably effect a prodigious clearance of ice. 

2lst. - The ‘ Tay ’ was seen to-day in loose ice, 
and much further off the land. She gradually 
steamed through it to the southward, and by 
night was almost out of sight. Her appearance 
surprised us, as we supposcd she must have 
reached Pond’s Bay long ago. Ten hours’ strug- 
gling with steam and sails at the most favorable 
intervals has only advanced us five miles. The 
weather is remarkably warm, bright, and pleas- 
ant. A very large bear came within 150 yards, 
and was shot by Petersen, the Mini6 bullet pass- 
ing through his body. This beast measured 
8 ft. 3 in. in length; his fit Carcase was hoisted 

12 



134 OFF CAPE WALTZR DATI-IURST. CIIAP. IX. 

on board with great satisfaction, as our dogs’ food 
\vas nearly expended. 

24Uz. - Last night the ice became slack enough 
to afford some prospect of release, so we charged 
the nips vigorously, and steamed away through 
devious openings towards Cape E’anshawe. For 
several hours but little progress was made, but 
this morning the ice became more open; clear 
water was seen ahead, and reached by noon. Al- 
tliough it ia  calm I prefer waiting for a breeze to 
expending more coals. We are only ten miles 
from Possession Bay. The air is so very clear 
that the land appears quite close to us. All 
that is not mountainous is well cleared of snow. 
There is immense refraction. Only a single ice- 
berg in sight. The searwater is light green, as 
remarked by Parry in 1819. 

26th. -A vessel was seen yesterday niorning ; 
the day continuing calm, we steamed through 
some loose ice, and joined her off Cape Walter 
Bathurst in the evening. It proved to be the 
‘ Diana ; ’ she parted from us on the 16th of June 
in Mclville Bay, has everywhcre been obstructed 
by the pack, as we have been, and only reached 
Cape Warrender three days before us. Prom 
thence to Possession Bay she met with no O ~ S ~ ~ Z L C -  

twiz. The subsequent east winds brought ill a11 
the ice which has so much retarded us. 

The ‘Diana’ has already captured twelve 
whales. Talcing the hint from Capt. Gravill, 
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we have made fast to a loose floe, and are drift- 
ing very nearly n mile an hour to the south- 
ward along the edge of a very formidable land- 
ice, which is seven or eight miles broad. All 
to seaward of us is packed ice. The old whaling 
seamen of the ‘Diana’ arc astoilislied at the unu- 
sual and unaccountable abundance of ice which 
everywhere fills up Baffin’s Gay. All the ‘Ditlr 
na’s’ steaming coals, her spare spars, wood and 
even boat, have been burnt in the protracted 
struggle through thc middle ice. 

27th. -After puttiiig our letter-bag on board 
tlic ‘Diana’ this morning we steamed on for 
Pond’s Bay, and at noon made fast near But- 
ton Point to the land-ice, which still extends 
across it. 

For four hours Petersen and I have been bar- 
pining with an old woman and a boy,not for the 
sake of their scal-skins, but in order to keep them 
in good humor whilst we extracted information 
from them. They said they lrncw nothing of 
ships or white people ever having been within 
this inlet, nor of any tvrecked ships. They knew 
of the depat of provisions left at Navy Board 
Inlet by the ‘ North Star,’ but had iione of them. 
Tlie woman has trsccd on paper the shores of 
the inlet as far as her knowledge ektends, and has 
given me the name of every point. She says the 
ice will break up with the first fresh wind. These 
two individuals are alone here. They romnincd 
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on purpose to barter with the whalers, and can- 
not now rejoin their friends, who are only 25 
miles up the inlet, because the ice is unsafe to 
travel over and the land precipitous and imprac- 
ticable. 

This afternoon the ‘Tay’ stood in towards us, 
and Captain Deuchars kindly sent his boat on 
board with an offer to take charge of our letters. 
The ‘ Tay ’ reached this coast only a few days ago, 
having met with the same difficulties which we 
experienced. The ‘ Innuit ’ was last seen nearly 
D month ago beset off Jones’ Sound. The re- 
maining steamer, the Chase,’ has not been seen 
or heard of 

295h.-The old woman’s denial of a11 knowl- 
edge of the wrecks or cast-away men was very 
unsatisfactory. I determined to visit her coun- 
trymen st their summer village of KaparBktolilt, 
which she described as being only a short day’s 
journey up the inlet. 

We 
started yesterday morning with a sledge and a Hal- 
kett boat. Although the ice over which we pur- 
posed travelling broke away from the land soon 
after setting out, yet we managed to get half way 
to the village before encamping. This morning 
we learnt the’ truth of the old woman’s account. 
A range of precipitous cliffs rising from the sea 
cut us off by land from Kapariiktolilt, so we were 
obliged to return to the ship. Our walk afforded 

Petersen and one man accompanied me. 
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the opportunity of examining some native en- 
campments and caches. We found innumerable 
scraps of seal-skins, bird-skins, walrus and other 
bones, whalebone, blubber, and a small sledge. 
The latter was very old, and composed of pieces 
of wood and of large bones ingeniously secured to- 
gether with strips of whalebone. Five preserved- 
incat tins mere found; some of them retaining 
their original coating of red paint. Doubtless 
these were part of the spoils fiom Navy Board 
Inlet depBt. The total absence of fresh wood or 
iron wm strongly in favor of the old woman’s ve- 
racity. Since yesterday, icc, about 16 miles in 
extent, has broken up in the inlet, and is drifting 
out into Gaffin’s Bay. 

During my absence our shooting parties have 
twice visited a Zoomcry upon Cape Graham Moore, 
and each time have brought on board 300 looms. 
Very few birds and no other animals were seen 
during our walk over the rich mossy slopes to-day. 
I saw Q pair of Canadian brown cranes, the first 
of the species I have ever seen so far north, 
though Sir Robert MClure found them, I know, 
on Bank’s Land. 

The lands enjoying a soutliern aspect, even to 
the summits of hills 700 or 800 feet in height, 
were tinged with green ; but these hills were pro- 
tected by a still loftier range to%he north. Upon 
many  ell-sheltered slopes we found much rich 
grass. All the little plants were in full ~ ~ O T Y C ~ ;  

12* 
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some of them familiar to us at home, such as the 
buttercup, sorrel, and dandelion. I have never 
found the latter to the north of 69' before. 

The old woman is much less excited to-day; 
she says there was a wreck upon the coast when 
she was a little girl; it lies a day and a half's 
journey, about 45 miles, to the north ; and came 
tliere without masts and very much crushed ; the 
little which now remains is almost buried in the 
sand. A piece of this wreck was found near hcr 
ciciode,-she has neither hut nor tent, but a sort of 
lair constructed of a few stones and a seal-skin 
spread over them, so that she can crawl under- 
neath. This fragment is part of a floor timbci; 
English oak, '7& inches thick ; it has been brought 
on board. 

30ih.--h gale of wind and deluge of rain has 
detained the ship until this evening; we are now 
steaming up the inlet, having the old lady and 
the boy on board as our pilots ; they are delighted 
at the prospect of rejoining their friends, from 
whom they were effectually cut off until the re- 
turn of winter should freeze a safe pathway for 
them; they had, however, abundance of looms 
stored up en cdche for their subsistence. She has 
drawn me another chart, much more neatly than 
the former, but so like it as to prove that her 
geographical knowledge, and not her powers of 
invention, have been taxed. She is a 1vidoTrr ; her 
daughter is married, and lives at a place called 
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Igloolik, which is six or seven days’ journey fiom 
here,-three days up the inlet, then about three 
days overland to the southward, and then a day 
over the ice. 

Thinking it not quite impossible that this Ig- 
Ioolik might be the place where Parry wintered 
in 1822-3, I told Petersen to ask whether ships 
had ever been there ? She answered, “Yes, a ship 
stopped there all one winter; but i t  is a long time 
ago.” All she could distinctly recollect having 
been told about it was, that one of tlie crew died, 
and was buried there, and his name was Al-la11 
or El-leh. On referring to Parry’s Narrative,’ I 
found that the ice-mate, Mr. Elder, died nt  Igloo- 
lik! This is a very remarkable confirmation of 
the locality,-for there are several places called 
Igloolik. She also told us it was nil island, and 
near a strait between two seas. The Esquimaux 
take considerable pains to learn, and remember 
names; this wonim knows the names of several 
of the whaling captains, and the old chief a t  De 
Ros Islet remembered Captain IngleGeId’~ name, 
and tried hard to pronounce mine. 

She now told us of another wreck upon the 
coast, but many days’ journey to the south of 
Pond‘s Bay; it came there before her first child 
was born. 

Augusi 4th. - Our Esquimaux friends have de- 
parted from us with every demonstration of friend- 
ship, to return to their village. We have had 

Her age is not less than forty-five. 
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free communication with them €or four days- 
not only tlirougli Mr. Petersen, but also through 
our two Greenlanders; the result is, tlint they 
have no knowledge whatever of either of the 
missing or the abandoned searching ships. Nei- 
ther wrecked people nor wrecked ships have 
rcaclicd their shores. They seemed to be much 
in want of wood; most of what they have coil- 
sists of staves of casks, probably from the Navy 
Board Inlet dep6t. 

I n  their bartering with us, saws were most 
cngerly sought for in exchange for narwhal's 
horns ; they are usccl by them in cutting up the 
long strips of the bones of ~vhales with which 
they shoe the runners of their sledges, also the 
ivory and bone used to protect the more exposed 
parts of their kayaks and the edges of their pad- 
dles from the ice. 

Files were also in great demand, and I found 
were required to convcrt pieces of iron-hoop into 
arrow and spear heads. If any suspicion existed 
of their having ~ 1 ,  secret supply of wood such as R 

wreck or even a boat would afford, it was removed 
by their refusing to barter the most trifling tllingf 
for fixes or hatchets. 

But I must relate the cvents of thc last fen 
days as they occurred. When 17 miles witliir 
4,lie inlet we reached the unbroken ice and ~iiadc 
the ship fast. Here the strait - originally nmncc 
P o d s  Bay, and more recently Eclipse SozmcZ- 



. . . 
. .  

The village and glacier of' Knparoktolik. Greenland 
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appears to be most contracted, its width not es- 
ceecling '7 or 8 miles. Both its shores are very 
bold and lofty, often forming noble precipices. 
Tlie prevailing rock is grey gneiss, generally dip- 
ping at an angle of 36" to the west. 

Early on the 1st of August I set out for thc iia- 
tive village with I-Iobson, Petersen, two men, aiid 
the two natives fkom Button Point. . Eight miles 
of wet and weary ice-travelling, which occupied 
ns many hours, terminated our journey ; the sur- 
face of the ice was evcrywhere deeply channelled 
and abundantly flooded by the summer's thaw; 
we were almost constaiily launching our small 
boat over the slippery ridges which separated 
pools or chaiinellings through which it was gener- 
ally necessary to wade. 

After toiling round the base of a precipice, we 
came rather suddenly in view of a, sniall semicircu- 
lar bay; the cliffs on eithcr side were SO0 or 900 
feet high, rcmarlrably forbidding aiid desolate; the 
mouth of a valley or wide mountain gorge opens 
out into its head. I-Icre, in the depth of the bny, 
iipon a low flat strip of land, stood seven tents,- 
the summer village of ICapardr-to-lilr;. I never 
saw a locality more characteristic of tlie Esqui- 
maim tlim that which they have here selected for 
their abode j it is widely picturesque in the true 
Arctic application of the term. 

Although August had arrived, and the summer 
had been a warm one, the bay was still frozen 
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over ; and if there was an ice-covered sea in front, 
there'was also abundance of ice-covered Zmd in the 
rear - a glacier occupied the whole valley behind 
and to within 300 yards of the chosen spot ! 

The glacier's height appeared to be from 150 
to 200 feet; its sediace extending across the 
valley, - a probable width of 300 or 400 yards,- 
was quite perpendicular, and fully 100 feet high. 
All last winter's snow had thawed away from off 
it and exposed a surface of mud and stones, fis- 
sured by innumerable small rivulets, which threw 
themselves over the glacier cliffs in prettycas- 
cades, or shot far out in strong jets from their 
deeply serried channels in its face ; whilst other 
streamlets near the base burst out through sub- 
glacial tunnels of their own forming. 

What a strange people to confine themselves to 
such a mere strip of bench ! Upon each side they 
have towering rocky hills rising so abruptly from 
the sea, that to pass along their bases or ascend 
over their summits, is equally impossible ; whilst 
a threatening glacier immediately behind, bears 
onward a sufficient amount of rock and earth froin 
the mountains whence it issues, to convince even 
the unreflecting savage of its progressive motion. 

The land is devoid of' game, although lemmings 
and ermines are tolcrably numerous ; it only sup- 
plies the moss which the natives burn with blub- 
ber in their lamps, and the dry grass which they 
put in their boots ; even the soft stone, Zap% oll* 
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m’s, out of which their lamps and cooking vessels 
are made and the iron pyrites with which they 
strike fire, are obtained by barter from the people 
iiilinbiting the land to the west of Navy Board 
Inlet. But the sea compensates for every defi- 
ciency. The assembled population amounted to 
only 25 souls: 9 men, the rest women and cld- 
drcn. 

A11 of them evinced extreme delight at seeing 
us; as we approached the huts the women and 
children held up their arms in the air and shout- 
ed “Pilletay” (give me), incessantly; the men 
were more quiet and dignified, yet lost no OPPO* 

tunity, either when we declined to barter, or when 
they had performed any little service, to repeat 
“ Pilletay ” in a beseeching tone of  voice. 

We walked everywhere about the tents and 
entered some of them, carefully examining every 
chip or piece of metal; our visit was quite unex- 
pected. They had only two sledges; both were 
made of  2frinch oak-planks, devoid of bolt-holes 
or treenails, and having but very few nail-holes. 
These sledges had evidently been constructed for 
several years, the parts not exposed to friction 
were covered with green fungus: one of them 
measured 14 fcet long, the other about 9 fect; 
we were told the wood came from a wreck to the 
southward of Pond’s Bay. Most of the sledge 
crossbars were ordinary staves of casks. Amongst: 
the poles and large bones which supported the 
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tents we noticed a painted fir oar. Some pieces of 
iron-hoop and a few preserved-meat tins - one 
of which was stamped ‘‘ Goldner,”- completed 
their stock of European articles. 

Petersen questioned all the men sepamie@ as to 
their knowledge of ships or wrecks ; but their ac- 
counts only served to confirm the old woman’s 
story. None of them had ever heard of ships or 
wrecks anywhere to the westward. Both individu- 
ally and collectively we got them to draw charts 
of the various coasts lcnown to them, and to mark 
upon thein the positions of the wrecks. The two 
chiefs, Nao-luk and A-wZh-lah, soon made them- 
selves known to me, and, when we desired to go 
to sleep, sent away the people who were eagerly 
pressing round our tent. All these natives were 
better-looking, cleaner, and more robust than I 
expected to find them. 

A-wzh-lah has been to Igloolik; one of his 
wires, for each chief has huo, has a brother living 
there. I spread a large roll of paper upon rock, 
and got him to draw’ the route overland, and also 
round by the coast to it; this novel proceeding 
attracted the whole population about us ; A-wglz- 
lah constantly referred to others when his memory 
failed him ; at length it was completed to the sat- 
isfaction of all parties. When I gave him the 
knife I had promised as his reward, and added 
another for his wives, he sprang up on the rock, 
flourished the knives in his hands, shouted, and 
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danced with extravagant demonstrations of joy. 
€Ie is a very fine specimen of his race, powerful, 
impulsive, full of encrgy and animal spirits, and 
moreover an admirable mimic. The men were a11 
about the same height, 5 feet 5 in. ; thcy eagerly 
answered our questions, and imparted to us all 
the geographical knowledge, although at first they 
hesitated when we asked them about Navy Board 
Inlet, in conscquence of the dep0t placed therc 
having been plnndered ; but we soon found that 
they mere easily tired under cross-examination, 
and often said thcy lcncw no more ; it was neces- 
sary to humor them. 

According to their account the dep6t was dis- 
covered and robbed by people living further west. 
This is probably true, as so few relics were to be 
seen here, which would not be the case if such 
active fellows as A-wSh-lah and NBO-lulc had re- 
ceived the first information of its proximity. Theso 
people of Kaparbktolilc are the only inhabitants 
of the land lying eastward of Navy Board Inlet, 
and live entirely upon its sozithem shore. In a 
similar manner, it is only the s021thern coast of 
the land toihe ves t  of Navy Board Inlet that is 
inhabited. After distributing presents to all the 
women and children, and making a few trifling 
purchases from the men, we returned next day to 
the ship. 

During my absence more ice had broken away, 
involving the ship and almost forcing her on shore. 

13 11 
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It required every exertion to save her. For two 
hours she continued in imminent danger, and was 
only saved by the warping and ice-blasting, by 
which at last she got clear of the drifting masses, 
Jour nziizutes only before these were crushed up 
against the rocks ! 

Four Esquimaux came off t o  the ship in their 
kayaks, bringing whalebone, narwIiaIs’ horns, etc., 
to barter. Next to handsaws and files, they nt- 
tached the greatest value to knives and large 
needles. These men remained on board for nearly 
two days, and drew several charts for us. NBO- 
Juk explained that seven or eight days’ journey to 
the southward there are two wrecks a short day’s 
journey apart. The southern is in an inlet or strait 
which contains several islands, but here his lmowl- 
edge of the coast terminates. The man A-raneet 
said he visited these wrecks five winters ago. All 
of them agreed that it is a very long time since 
the wrecks arrived upon the coast ; and Niso-luk, 
who appears to be about forty-five years of age, 
showed 11s how tall he was at the time. 

In  the ‘ Narrative of Parry’s Second Voyage,’ at; 
p. 437, mention is made of the arrival at Iglooli1< 
of a sledge constructed of ship-timber and staves 
ofcnsks; also of two &ips that had been driven 
on shore, and the crews of which went sway in 
boats. In August, 1821, nearly two years previ- 
ous to the arrival of this report through the Esqui- 
maux to Igloolik, the whalers ‘ Dexterity ’ and 
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‘Aurora’ were wrecked upon the west coast of 
Davis’ Strait, in. lat. 72*, 70 or SO i d e s  southward 
of Pond‘s Bay. The old man, Ow-wang-noot, drew 
the coast-line northwards from Cape Graham 
Moore to Navy Board Inlet, and pointed out the 
position of the northern wreck a few miles east of 
Cape Hay. Had it been conspicuous, we must 
have seen it when we slowly drifted along that 
coast. 

These people usually winter in snow-huts at 
Green Point, a mile or two within the iiorthcrii 
entrance of Pond‘s Bay. They hunt the sed 
and narwhal, but when the sea becomes too 
open they retire to Kapariilitolik ; and when 
the remaining ice breaks up - usually about the 
middle of August - a further migration takes 
place across the inlct to the S.W., where reindecr 
abound, and large salmon are numerous in the 
rivers. Every winter they communicate with the 
Igloolili people. Two winters ago (1856-1) some 
people who lived f h  beyond Igloolik, in a country 
callcd A-ka-nee (probably the hli-koo-lce of Par- 
ry), brought from there the inforination of white 
people having come in two boats, and passed a 
winter in snowhuts at ;I place called by the 
followiiig namex : - A-mce-lee-oke, A-wee-lilr, Net- 
tee-lik. 

Our friends pointed to  o ~ i r  whale-boat, and 
said the boats of the whitc people were like it, 
but 1aiy.p. These whites had tents iasidc 
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their snow-huts ; tliey Billed and cat reindeer 
and iiarwhal, and smoked pipes ; t h y  bon&t* 
dresses from the natives; none died; in sum- 
mer they all went away, taking with them two 
nat,ives, a father and his son. We could not 
ascertain the name of the white chief, nor the 
interval of time since they wintered amongst 
the Zsquixnaux, as our friends could not recol- 
lect these particulars:@ 

The name of tlie locality, A-wee-lik (spelt as 
written down at the moment), may be consid- 
ered ideiitic:d with “ By-wee-lilr,” the name of 
the land about Rcpulse Bay in the chart of the 
Esquimaux woman, Iligliuk (Parry’s ‘ Second Voy- 
age,’ p. 197). 

We were of course greatly surprised to find 
that Dr. Rae’s visit to Repulse Bay was known to 
this distant tribe ; and also disappointed to find 
they had heard nothing of Franklin’s Baclc-Eiver 
parties through the same channel of communica- 
tion. They were anxiously and repeatedly ques- 
tioned, but evidently had not hcard of any other 
white people to tlie westward, nor of their having 
perished there. 

Ow-wng-noot lived at Igloolil< in his early 
days, and made a chart of the lands adjacent, 
but said he was so young at  the time that “it 
seemed like a dream to him.” He was acquainb 

* Dr. Ilno wintered nt Rcpulso Buy in slone liuls in 1846-7. Agnin 
wintered tliera in snow hut8 in 18534.  



AUQ. 1858. BARTXR WITH NATIVES. 149 

ed with Ee-noo-lijkqdc, the Esquiinaux ~ ~ 1 1 0  once 
accompanied Captain Penny to Aberdeen, and 
told us he had died, lately I think, at ;L place 
to the southward called I~ri-merl~-s~-malel~, but 
that his sister still lives a t  Igloolik. 

Although they told us the Igloolik people 
were worse off for wood than they were them- 
selves, yet it was evident that here also it is 
very scarce. We could not spare them light 
poles or oars such as they were most desirous to 
obtain for harpoon and lance staves and tent- 
poles ; and they would willingly have bartered 
their kayaks to us for rifles (having already ob- 
tained some from the whaling-ships), but that 
they had no other means of getting back to their 
homes, nor wood to make the light framework of 
others. 

They collect whalebone and narwhal's horns in 
sufficient quantity to carry on a small barter with 
the whdcrs. A-w5h-lah showed us about thirty 
horns in his tent, and said he had many more at  
other stations. A €ew years ago, when first this 
bartering sprang up, an Esquimaux took such a 
hncy to a fiddle that he offered a large quantity 
of whalebone in exchange for it. The bargain 
was soon made, and subsequently this whale- 
bone was sold for upwards of a hundred pounds! 
Each successive year, when the same ship rea 
turns to Pond's Bay, this native comes on board 
+O visit his friends, and goes on shore with many 

13* 
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presents in remembrance of the memorable trans 
action. I t  is much better for him thus to receive 
annual gifts than to have received a large quan- 
tity at first, a5 the improvidence of these men 
surpasses belief 

Of the ‘( rod of iron about four feet lo~lg, sup- 
posed to have been at one time galvanized,” 
which was brought home in 18% by Captain 
Patterson, and forwarded to the Admiralty, I 
could obtain no information. The natives were 
shown galvanized iron, and said they had never 
seen any before; if their countrymen had any, 
it must have come from the whalers; none like 
it was found in the wrecks. Rod-iron is very val- 
uable to Esquimaux for spears and lances, and 
narwhals’ horns very tempting to the seamen, 
not only as valuable curiosities, but the ivory is 
worth half a crown a pound; and I have but 
little doubt that many of the things said to have 
been stolen by the natives were fraudulently bar- 
tered away by the sailors. That there was no 
galvanized iron on board any of the Govern- 
ment searching-ships, nor in the missing expedi- 
tion vhich sailed from England as far back as 
1S46, I am almost certain. But is it certailz tllst 
this rod was galvanized? The natives gave Cap- 
tain Patterson to understand that they got it from 
the wreck to the north. 

In July, 1864, Captain Deuchars was at Pond’s 
B ~ Y ,  and inany imtives visited his shjp, coming 
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over the icc on twelve or fourteen sledges made 
of ship’s planking. Now at this time Sir Edward 
Belcher’s ships were still frozen up in Barrow 
Strzit. My own impression is that the natives 
wliom Captain Deuchars communicated with in 
1854 were visitors at Pond’s Bay-certainly from 
the soui!hward- and probably attracted by tlie 
barter recently grown up at that wlialing rendez- 
vous. Having discovcred the me of the saws 
obtained by barter from our whalers, tliey had 
successfully applied tlieiii to the stout plmlriiig 
of the old wrecks, which t h y  could not have 
stripped off with any tools previously in their 
possession. 

That the various tribes, or rather groups of 
families, occasionally visit each ot hcr, sometimes 
for change of hunting-grounds, but more fre- 
quently for barter, is well known. Captain Par- 
ker told me that a native whom he had met one 
summer at Durbin Island, came on board his ship 
at Pond‘s Bay tlie following ycnr. T’he distance 
hetmeen the two places, as trnvellcd by this man 
in a single winter, is scarcely short of 600 miles ; 
and the information given us of Rae’s wintering 
at Repulse Bay, information which must have 
travelled here in two winters, shows that these 
natives communicate a t  still greater distances. 

Did other wrecks exist nearer a t  hand, our 
Pond‘s Bay fricnds would bc much better supplied 
with wood. If tlie Esquimaux knew of any with- 
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in 300,400, or even 500 miles, the Pond’s Bay 
natives would at least have heard of them, and 
could have had no reason for concealing it from 
us. I only regret that we had not the gaod for- 
tune to see more than a few natives, and but two 
sledges of ship’s planking; otherwise our own in- 
formation might have been more copious, and the 
origin of the fresh supply of planking decisively 
ascertained. 
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C H A P T E R  X. 

J,earc Pond’s Bay-A gale in Lancnstcr Sound-The Bceclmy Islnnd 
Dcp8t-.4n Arctir moilurnen t-Beflections nt Dcccl~cy Isln~,d-Pro- 
cccd up Burrow’s Stmit-peel Sound-Port Lcopold--l’rincc 12cgcnt’s 
Inlet-Bcllot Strait-Nooil-tide from llie west-Unsuccessful efForts- 
Fox’s IIole-No water to tho wost-Precautionary ~~eesnrc~-FourtI i  
attempt to pus  tl~rough. 

0th AWJ-CONTINUED calms have dehy ?d us. This 
evening we steamed from Pond‘s Bay northward, 
although our coals have been sadly reduced by 
the almost constant necessity for stcam-power 
since leaving the Waigzt. Thc three steam- 
mhalers have gone southward j nolie others have 
arrived. They appear to us to be leaving the 
whales behind them ; we saw many whilst up the 
strait’, and at  the edge of the remaining ice. The 
natives said they would remain as long as tlie ice 
remained, but when it all broke up they would 
return into Baffin’s Bay and go southward; end 
that these animals arrive in early spring, and do 
not pass through the strait into any other sea 
beyond. 

Monday mezing, 9th. - On the night of the Gth 
a pleasant, fair breeze sprang up, and enabled US 
to dispense with the engine. An immense bear 
Was shot ; lie ineasurcd 8 feet 7 inches in length 
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and is destined for the museum of the Royal 
Dublin Society. On the '7th the wind gradually 
frcshened and frustrated my intention of esamin- 
ing the wreck spoken of near Cape Hay ; at night 
it increased to a very heavy gale. Although past 
Navy Board Inlet, very little ice had yet been 
met with. The weather, and fear of ice to lee- 
ward, obliged us to heave the vessel to, under 
main trysail and fore staysail. The squalls were 
extremely violent and seas unusually high. 

All Sunday, the 8th, the gale continued, al- 
though not with such extreme force; the deep 
rolling of the ship, and moaning of the hallf- 
drowned dogs amidst the pelting sleet and rain, 
was anything but agreeable. Notwithstanding 
that I had been up all the previous night,I fclt 
too anxious to sleep ; the wind blew directly up 
Barrow Strait, drifting us about two miles an 
hour. Occasionally she drifted to leeward of 
masses of ice, reminding us that if any of the 
dense pack which covered this sea only three 
weeks ago remained to lecwsrd of us, we must be 
rapidly setting down upon its weather edge. The 
only expedient in such a case is to endeavor to 
run into it-once well within its outer margin a 
ship is comparatively safe - thc danger lies in the 
attempt to penetrate j to escape out of the paclr 
a€tcrwards is also a doubtful matter. 

In  the evening we were glad to  sce the land, 
and find ourselves off the north shore near Cape 



The ' V O X '  nriving nt Deeolley Island. 
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Bullen, for the violent motion of the sliip and 
very me& horizontal magnetic force hiid ren- 
dered our cornpasses useless. This morniilg, the 
Oth, thc gale broke, and the sea begnn to subside 
r:ipidly ; by 110011 it was almost calm, but n thick 
gloom prevailed, ominous, i t  might be, of more 
inischief All along the land there is ice, but, 
broken up into harmless atoms. We ]lave carried 
away a maingaff and a jibstay, but have come re- 
markably well through such a gale with such tri- 
fling damage. ‘ 

11th. - Before noon to-day we anchored inside 
Cape Eiley, and iinmcdiately commenced prepar- 
ations for embarking coals. I visited Beechy 
Island house, and found the door open; it must 
have been blown in by ail easterly gale long ago, 
for mucli ice had accumulated immediately inside 
it. Most of the biscuit in bags was damaged, but 
every thing else was in perfect order. Upon the 
north and west sides of the house, where a mall 
had been constructed, there was a vast accumda- 
tion of ice, in which the lower tier of casks be- 
t~vccii the two were embedded, and its surface 
t Iiawed into pools. Neither casks nor walls should 
Iiavc been allowcd to stand near the house. The 
southern and eastern sides were clear and perfect- 
ly dry. The ‘ Mary ’ declred boat, and two 30-fect; 
lifeboats, mere in excellent order, and their paint 
appeared fresh, but oars and bare wood were 
bleached whitc. 
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The gutta-percha boat was useless when left 
here, and reinains in the same state. Two small 
sledge travelling boats were dainaged; one of them 
Bad been blown over and over along the beach 
until finally arrested by the other. The bears 
and €oms do not appear to have touched ally 
thing. I have taken on board all letters left here 
for Franklin’s or Collinson’s expeditions and also 
a 20-feet Eledge-boat for our own travelling pur- 
poses. 

Last night we steamed very close round Cape 
€Iurd in a densc fog, and crept along the land as 
our only guide : we were tlius led into Rigby Bay, 
and discovered a shoal off its cntrance by groiind- 
ing upon it. After cz quarter of nn hour we 
floated off unhurt. 

I n  lowering a boat to pursue a bear, Robert 
Hampton fell overboard ; fortuiiatcly he could 
swim, and was very soon picked up, but thc in- 
tense cold of the water had almost paralyzed his 
limbs. 

Sunday, I5 l4  9 PAL- Our coaling was completc 
ed yesterday, and the ship brought over and an- 
chored off the housc in Erebus and Terror 13;1y. 
A small proportion of provisions and winter c]otll- 
ing has been embarked to complete our deiicien- 
cies; the icc has been scraped out of tlie house 
and its roof thoroughly repnircd, a record de- 
posited, and door securely closed, 

I found lying at Godliavii a marble tablet 

The bear was shot and taken on board. 
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which had been sent out by Lady Franklin, in 
the American expedition of 1855 under Captain 
Hsrtstein, for the purpose of being erected at  
Beechey Island. Circumstances prevented ihe 
Americans executing this kindly service, and it 
fell to my lot to convey it to the site originally 
intended. The tablet was constructed in NCTV 
Yorlr, under the direction of Mr. Grinnell, a t  the 
request of Lady Franklin, in order that the only 
opportunity which then offered of sending it to 
the Arctic regions might not be lost. I placed 
the monument upon the raised flagged square in 
the centre of which stands the cenotaph record- 
ing the names of those who perished in the Gov- 
ernment expedition under Sir Edward Belchcr. 
Here also is placed a, small tablet to the memory 
of Lieutenant Bellot. I could not have selected 
for Lady Franlrlin’s memorial a more appropriate 
or conspicuous site. The inscription runs as fol. 
lows :- 

14 
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T O  T H E  M E M O R Y  OP 
FRANKLIN, 

’ CROZIER, FITZ JAiNES, 
A N D  A L L  T I I E I R  

GALLANT B R O T H E R  O F F I C E R S  A N D  F A I T H F U L  

COMPANIONS W I I O  I I A V E  SUPFIERED A N D  P E R I S H E D  

IN THE CAUSE O F  S C I E N C E  AND 

THE S E R V I C P  O F  THEIR COUNTRY. 

T H I S  TABLET 
I S  E R E C T E D  NEAR TIIE S P O T  WHERE 

T H E Y  P A S S E D  T I I E I R  F I R S T  A R C T I C  

W I N T E R ,  A N D  W I I E N C E  TIIEY I S S U E D  

F O R T H  T O  C0NQUlC.R D I F F I C U L T I E S  O R  

TO DIE. 

IT COM.ME?vfORATES T I I E  G R I E F  O F  T I I E I R  

A D M I R I N G  COUNTRYMEN AND FRIENDS,  

A N D  T I I E  ANGUISII,  SUBDUED BY FAITIT, 

OF H E R  W I I O  IIAS LOST, I N  T I I E  H E R O I C  

LIADEU O F  T H E  E X P E D I T I O N ,  THE MOST 

D E V O T E D  AKD ABFICCTIONATE O F  
IIUSBANDS. 

-0- 
“ A N D  8 0  I i l  B R I N G E T I I  TIINN UNTO T H E  

IZAVEN WIIERE TIIEY WOULD 131.‘:~ 

1855. 
~ _- 

This stono has been cntruRtCd to be nfflXCd ill its Phcc by the Omcers and crew (4 the 
American Expodition, COmmandCd by Lt. 11. J. IInrtstein, i n  search of Dr. Kane and 
his Companions. 

!his Tablet having been left at Disco by tho 
~mericaii Expodition, which wns unablo to 
roach Doeclioy Island in  1886 $vas put on 
board the Discovery $acht 1~o.L and ia nom 

UP here by Captain &l’Ciintock, R.N., 
commanding the nnnl expcdition of scnrch 
for ascertaining thc fatc of Sir John Urmklin . and his companiom, 1868. 
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We are now rcady to proceed upon our voyage 
from Beechey Island, and tlicre is no ice in sight j 
but having worlreil almost unceasingly since our 
arrival up to the prcsent hour, the men require a 
night’s rest. Nearly forty tons of fuel have been 
em?) arlre d . 

The total absence of ice in Barrow Strait is 
astonishing. No less so are tlic changes aiid 
chances of this singulnr navigation. Twelve days 
later than this in ISGO, when I belonged to Her 
Majesty’s ship ‘ Assistance,’ with considerable ilif- 
iiculty we came within sight of Beechey Island ; 
n cairn on its summit attracted notice ; Captain 
Oinmanney managed to land, and discovercd the 
$rst traces of the missing expedition. Ncxt day 
thc Unitcd States schooner ‘ Rescue’ arrived; tho 
day dter, Captain Penny joined us, aiid subse- 
quently Captain Austin, Sir John Iioss, and Cap- 
tain Porsytli, - in all, ten vessels were assembled 
herc. This day six years, when in command of 
thc ‘ Iiitrepid,’ me sailed from hcrc for fi1elville 
Island in company with the ‘ Rcsolutc.’ Again 1 
was liere a t  this time in 1854,-still frozen up,- 
in the ‘ North Star,’ and doubts wcrc entertained 
of the possibility of escape. 

To come down to n later pcriod,it was this day 
fortnight only that I set out for the native village 
in Pond’s Inlet, under the guidance of an old 
W O ~ I X L ~  ; the trip was interesting, but wc failed to 
obtain the slightest clue to tile 6‘ WIuxeaboutS” of 
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the missing ships ; moreover, our own little vessel 
had a most providential escape from being crushed 
against the cli& ; and this day weck was spent in 
contending with a furious gale, during which the 
ship had nearly been driven to leeward and dashed 
to pieces by tlic sea-beaten pack. Yet these are 
only preliminaries,-we are only nozu about to 
commence the interesting part of our voyage. It 
is to be hopcd thc poor ‘Fos’  has many more 
lives to spare. 

Monday nlj.lzt, 1Gih Bug. - Sailcd from 13eccliey 
Island this morning, and in the cvcning laiidcd at  
Cape Hotham. A small dcp8t of provisions and 
three boats were left there by former expeditions. 
Of the depat a11 has been destroyed with tlie ex- 
ception of two casks landed in 1860. The boats 
were sound, but scveral of their oars, which had 
been secured upright, were found broken down 
by bears - those inquisitive animals having 
decided antipathy to anything stuck up -stuclr 
up things in general being, in this country, un- 
natural. Fragments of t,he dcp8t and the broken 
oars were tossed about in every direction. Nil- 
merous records were found ; to the most recent % 

few lines were added, stating that we had removed 
the two whale-boats-one to be left at Port 
Leopold, the other to replace our own crushed by 
the ice. 

171h. - Last night battling against a strong foul 
wind mith scu, in rain and fog. To-day inuch loose 
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ice is seen soutli.ward of Griffith’s Island. The 
weather improved this afternoon, and we shot 
gallantly past Limestone Island, and are now 
steering down Peel Strait; a11 of us in a wild state 
of excitement - a mingling of anxious hopes and 
fears ! 

18iA. -For 26 miles last evening we ran un- 
obstructedly down Peel Strait, but tlien came in 
sight of‘ unbroken ice extending across it from 
shore to shore ! It was much dccaycd, and of one 
year’s growth only ; yet as the strait continues to 
contract for G O  miles hurther, and it appeared to 
me to afford so little hope of becoming navigable 
in tlie short remainder of the season, I immcdi- 
stely turned abont for Bcllot Strait, as airording 
a better prospect of a passage into the western 
sea discovered by Sir James Ross from Four River 
Point in 1849. Our disappointment at the inter- 
ruption of our progress was as sudden as it was 
sevcre. We did not linger in hope of a change, 
but steered out ngain into thc broad matcrs of 
Barrow Strait. IIowever, should Bcllot Strait 
provc hopeless, I intend to return hithcr to nndce 
onc inore effort before the close oftlie scason. 

We are now approaching Port Leopold, whcro 
it is necessary to stop for a few hours to esainine 
the state of tho steam launch, provisions and stores, 
left there in 1849, as adverse circumstances may 
oblige me to fall back upon it as a point of SUP- 
port. 

14* L 
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19tA. - At anchor in Port Leopold ; it is per- 
fectly clear of icc ; we arrived here in the night. 
How astonishingly bare the land looks ; it is inore 
barren than Beechcy Island, whilst tlic rock coii- 
titins far fcwer fossils! On tliis day ninc years 
ago the harbor and sea continued covcred with 
ice, and the ships (' Eiiterprisc ' and ' Investigator ') 
were unable to escape. At somc period since tlicn 
the ice has been pressed in upon thc low shingle 
point; it has forced the launch up before it, and 
left her broadside on to the beach, with both bows 
stove in, and in want of considerable rcpairs, but 
the ineaiis are all at hand for executing them. 
We tried to haul lier €uurther up, but she was 
firmly imbcdded and frozen into the ground. 
Many things sppcar to have been covcred with 
the loose shingle, bags of coal and colic just ap- 
pearing tlirough it scarcely above high-water mark. 
Amongst the missing articles is thc steam-enginc. 

Altliough the flagstaff upon the summit of 
North East Cape is still standing, thc one erectccl 
upon this point and almost the whole of thc 
framing of the house lies prostrate. The pro- 
visions appeared to be sound, but were not gen- 
erally examined. The whale-boat we rcmovcd 
froin Cape IIothaLm was laiidcd Iicre, and a rccord 
of our proceedings added to the many which have 
accumulated here during the last ten years. Some 
coke :~nd  a €CW tllillgs uscfd to us and nicrcly 
decaying 11ci.c were talren on board, and by 
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evening we were again speeding onward with 
augmented resources, and the coniidencc inspired 
by n secure dep6t in our rear ; buoyed up inore- 
over by the joyful anticipation of soon reaching 
the goal of our  long-deferred hopes. 

20dh. - Noon. Bxnctly off Fury Point. There 
is one large iceberg far off in the S.E. ; no otlicr 
ice in sight ! I would have landed a t  Fury Bench 
to examine the rcinaining supplies there, but a 
snow shower prcventcd our distinguishing any- 
thing, and ,z strong tide carried us past bcfore we 
were aware of it. 

We feel that the crisis of our voyage is near at 
hand. Does Bellot Strait really exist ? if so, is it 
free from ice ? 

A dep6t of provisions is k i n g  got ready to be 
landed, should it be practicable for us to push 
tlirougli and proceed to the southward. 

21st. - On approaching Brentford Bay last 
evening ptwked ice was seen streaming out of 
it, also much ice in the S.E. The northern poiiit 
of‘ entrance was landed upon by Sir John Eoss 
in 1829, and named Possession Point ; we rounded 
it closely, and could distinguish a few stoncs piled 
up upon a large rock near its highest part - this 
is his cairn. As we passed westward between the, 
point and Browlie’s Island, through a channel tt 
mile in width, a close pack was discovered n few 
miles ahead; and it  being past ten o’clock, and 
almost dark, the ship was anchored in a convert- 
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ient bay three or four miles witliiii Possession 
Point. IIere our clepat is to be landed, therefore 
we shall name this for the prescnt Dep0At Bay; n 
vcry narrow isthinus between its head and "I5 
ard Inlet unites the low limcstone peninsula, of 
which Possession Point is the extreme, to the 
mainland. 

Today an unsparing use of steam and canvas 
forced the ship eight miles further west ; we wcre 
then about half-way through Bellot Strait ! Its 
western capes arc lofty bluffs, such as may be dis- 
tinguished fifty miles distant in clear weather ; be- 
tween them there was a clcar broad channel, but 
five or six miles of close heavy pack intervened 
-the sole obstacle to our progress. Of course 
this pack will speedily disperse;-it is no won- 
der that we should feel clsted at  such a glorious 
prospect, and content to bide our time in the 
security of Depat Bay. A feeling of tranquillity 
- of earnest, hearty satisfaction - has come over 
us. There is no appearance amongst us of any- 
Lhing boastful ; we have a11 experienced too lceenly 
the vicissitudes of Arctic voyaging to adiiiit of 
such a feeling. 

At the turn of tide we pcrceived that we werc 
being carried, togctlicr with the pack, back to the 
eastward; every moment our velocity was in- 
creased, and presently we were dismayed at sec- 
ing grounded ice near us, but were very quicldy 
swept pas+# it at the rate of i i c a ~ ~ y  Fir; miles an 
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hour, though within 200 yards of the rocks, and 
of instant dcstruction ! As soon as wc possibly 
could wc got clear of the paclied ice, and left it 
to be wildly hurled about by various wliirlpools 
and rushes of the tide, until finally carried out 
into Brentford Bay. The ice-masses werc large, 
and dashed violcntly against each other, and the 
rocks lay at soinc distance off tlic southern sliore ; 
we had a fortunate escape from such dangerous 
company. After anchoring again in DepBt Bay, 
a largc stock of provisions and a record of o w  
proceedings were landed, as tliere secms every 
probability of advancing into the western sea in 
a very few clays. 

The apiiearance of' Bellot Strait is precisely 
tlint of a Grcciilnnd fiord; it is about 20 milcs 
long and scarcely a mile wide in the narrowest 
part, and therc, within a quarter of a mile of the 
north shore the depth was ascertained to be 400 
feet. Its granitic shorcs are bold and lofty, with 
a ~ e r y  respectable sprinkling of vcgctation fir 
lat, ' 7 2 O .  Some of the hill-ranges rise to about 
1300 or l G O O  fcct above the sea. 

The low land castward of Dcp6t Bay is coni- 
posed of limcstonc, dcstitute alilse of fossils and 
vegetation. The granite coiniiicnccs upon the 
west Rhore of DcpCit Bay, and is at once bold m d  
rugged. Many seals have bccn seen; a young 
bear was shot, and Walker took ;I photograph of' 
him as he lay upon our deck, the dogs creeping 
near to lick up the blood. 
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The great rapidity of the tides in Bellot Strait 
fully accounts for the spaces of open water seen 
by Mi-. Kennedy :: when he travelled through, 
early in April. The strait runs very nearly east 
and west, but its eastern entrance is well maslied 
by Long Island ; when halGway through both 
seas are visible. As in Greenland, the night tides 
are much higher than the day tides ; last night it 
was high water at about half-past eleven; as 
nearly as we can estimate, the tide runs through 
to the west, from two hours beforc high tvater 
uiitil four hours after it ; that is, the flood-tide 
comes from the west! Such is also the case in 
IIecla and Fury Strait; in both places tlic tide 
from the west is much the strongest. I am not 
sufficiently informed to discuss this subject, but 
in€er the existence of a channel between Victoria 
and Prince of Wales' Land. The rise and fall is 
much less upon the western side of the Isthmus 
of Boothia than upon the east, and it likewise 
decreases, me know, in Barrow Strait, as we ad- 
vancc westward. 

23rd. -Yesterday Bellot Strait was again es. 
amined, but the five i d e s  of close pack occupied 
precisely the same position as if heaped together 
by contending tides ; considerable augmentations 
w&re inoreover seen drifting in from thc western 
sen. Finding nothing could be effected in Bellot 
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Strait, we sought in vain for the more soutlicru 
channel which should exist to form Levesque 
Island : TVC did, however, find a bcmtiful 11arbo1~, 
and are now securely anchored in its north-west 
arm ; I liavc namccl it after the gc~~tlcman whose 
former island I hwe  thus reluctantly converted 
into the iiortliern extreme of thc Bootliinn Penin- 
suln, and consequently of the American continent. 
The soutli-western angle of Brentford Bay is still 
covcrcd with unbroken ice. 

This evening we all landed to explore our new 
ground. Young aiid Petersen shot sonie breiit 
geese j Walker saw two decr, but he 'was botaniz- 
ing, sild had no gun ; others were seen by SOI~IC 

of the men, aiid follomecf, but without success. 
I ciijoyed a delightfidly reficshing ramble, a 

mile or two inland, through a gently ascending 
valley, thcn two milcs along thc iinri*o~.v margin 
of n pretty little lala between mountains, beyond 
which lay a mucli larger onc, four or five miles 
in diameter; this farther lake vas only partially 
divested of its winter ice. IIere the scenery was 
not only grand, but beautiful ; therc was cnoiigh 
of vegetation to tint the craggy hill-sides aiid 
to make the sheltercd liollows absolutely green ; 
deer-trscks and the €ootprints of -wild-€owl were 
evcrywhcre numcrous along thc water-side. I 
saw two decayed slrulJs of musk osen, and circles 
ofstoncs by the little lalrc, doubtless at some E- 

mote period the summer residcncc of \vaadcring 
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Esquiinaux ; hence I infer that fish abound in the 
lake, and that this valley is a fhvoritc deer-pass. 

But the contcmplat,ion of these objects, although 
agreeable, was not the object of my solitary ram- 
ble ; I came on shore to cogitate undisturbed in 
a leisurely and philosophic manner. We hopcd 
very soon to enter an unknown sea; discoveries 
wcre to be made, contingencies provided €or, and 
plans prepared to meet them. 

Y esterday Petcrsen shot an immense bearded 
seal ; it sank, but floated up an hour afterwards. 
This animal measured 8 fcet long, andl weighed 
about 500 lbs. We prefer its flesh to that of the 
small seals, and its blubber will afford a valuable 
addition to our stock of lamp oil for the coming 
winter. 

25th. - In  DepOt Bay. We remained but 
twenty-four hours in Levesque IIarhor ; a change 
of wind led us to hope for a removal of the ice 
in Bellot Strait, therefore I determined to make 
another attempt. 

When off the table-land, where the depth is llot 
more than from C to  1 0  fathoms, and the tides 
run strongest, the ship hardly moved ovcr the 
ground, although going 6; knots through the 
water ! Thus delayed, darlmcss overtook us, and 
we anchored at midnight in a small indentation o€ 
the north shore, christened by the men Pox’s Ihle, 
rather more than 1iaKway through. 

For several honrs we had been coquetting with 
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h u g c rani p :~n t i cc-in :~sses tli iLt UT il dl y h 11 rg c cl about 
iii the ijdcwvay, 0; wc dnshcd through boiling ed- 
dies, and soinctiincs nlinost grazed the tall cliffs ; 
we were therefore iiaturally glad of a couple or 
tlircc Iiours’ rcst, cvcn in such a vcry unsafe posi- 
tion. At early dawn w e  again proceeded west, 
but for tlirec miles only; thc pack again stoppc(1 
us, and wc coi:ld perceive that the wcstcrii  en 
was covcrcd with icc : the cast wind,  which could 
nloiie rcinove it, 1 1 0 ~  gnvc placc to a hard-hearted 

All tlic strait to the castwarcl of us, and the 
eastcm sca, as far as could be sccn from the hill- 
tops, is pcrfectly frcc froiii ice, whereas in tlie 
direction wc wish to procccd thcrc is nothing but 
paclted-ice, or ~vatcr whicli cannot bc reached. 
Bitterly disappointed wc aiv, of course ; yet tliere 
is reasonnblc ground for hope ; grim winter will 
not ratify tlie obstiiiatc proceedings of the wcstern 
ice for ncarly four weeks. 

Last cveiiii@s U ~ ~ S C ~ ~ I C I ~  was most exciting, nor 
was it without its peculiar perils. With cuiiiiipg 
and activity worthy of licr iiame, oiir little craft 
warily avoided a tilting--match with the stout bluc 
masses which wliirled about, ns if with wilful im- 
petuosity, through the narrow cliaiiiicl ; sonic of 
them were so large as to groimd even in G or 7 
fathoms water. Many W C ~ C  drawn into thc eddies, 
and, acquii-iiig considerable veIocit>y in n con trmy 
direction, suddenly broke bounds, charging out 

westcrly OllC. 

75 



170 PRECAUTIONARY MEASURES. CILiP. x. 

into the stream and entering into mighty conflict 
with their fellows. After such a frolic the inassts 
would revolve peaceably or unite with the pack, 
and await quietly their certain dissolution; may 
the day of that wished-for dissolution be near at 
hand! Nothing but strong hope of success in- 
duced me to encounter such dangerous opposition. 
I not only hoped, but; almost felt, that we deserved 
to succeed. 

Two plans were now occupying my thoughts, 
both of them resulting Dom the conviction that 
we should probably be compelled to winter to the 
eastward of Bellot Strait : the most important of 
these plans is that of finding some series of valleys, 
chain of lakes, or continuous low land, practicable 
as an overland sledge-route to the western coast, 
dong which we may transport dep0ts of provis- 
ions this autumn ; for it is certain that the strong 
tides will prevent Bellot Strait being frozen over 
till winter is far advanced, and its surface will 
afford us no means of passing westward with our 
sledges. 

The other plan, and that which we are now 
about to execute, is to land a small depot of pro- 
visions GO or 70 miles to the southward, and clown 
Prince Regent’s Inlet, in order to  facilitate corn- 
munication with the Esquimaux either this autumn 
or in early spring. 

This precautionary step became so necessary in 
the event of the west coast presenting unusual 
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difficultics, that I determined to carry it at once 
into execution. Quitting the ‘‘ FOS’S IIole,” and 
resting for one night in DepOt Bay, we sailed 
thence on the 26th; a fine brceze carried us rapidly 
southward along the coast of Regcnt Inlet ; there 
was but little obstruction; occasionally it was 
necessary to pass through a stream of loose ice ; 
but we saw little of my Bind, compared to the ex- 
periences of Sir John Ross in 1829. 

About dusk (nine o’clock) much loose ice to the 
southward prevented our making any attcmpt at 
further progress ; we tlierefore anchored off the 
coast - in Stillwell Bay, I think - about 45. miles 
from the DepBt Bay. Here the depat, consisting 
of 120 rations, was landed. I observe that it has 
only k e n  on penetrating into Brentford Bay that 
we have found the primary rocks waslied by the 
sea ; the coast-line both north and south, 8s far as, 
and beyond our present position, is a low shore of 
pale limestonc, destitute of fossils ; we can, how- 
ever, see granitic hill-ranges far in the interior. 

On the 2’7t11 wc commenced beating back to 
the northward, tacking between the land and the 
ice which lay about 15 miles off shore. Towards 
night the wind grcatly iiicrcased, and the ship, 
under reefed sail plunged violently into the short, 
swift, seas ; wc also felt quite as uneasy and 
restless as the ship, in our great nnsiety to  get 
Sack and ascertain wliat clmnges were lilrely to 
be effected by the g&. 
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2Sdh. - To-iiiglit the weather is inore pleasant ; 
the keen and contrary wind lins given place to a 
gentle, fair breeze, the smdl has almost subsided, 
no ice has been scen to-day, and the night is dark 
and unusually mild. I can liardly fancy that the 
sea which gently rocks us is not the ocean, and 
the soft air the breath of our own temperate re- 
gion ! 

30th. - Ycsterday after anchoring in DepGt Bay 
I walked over to Possession Point, to visit Ross’s 
cairn. I found a fcw stones piled up on two large 
boulders, and under each n halfpenny, one of which 
I pocketed. Upon the ground lay the fragments 
of a bottle which once contained the record, and 
near it a staff about 4 feet long. Having calcu- 
lated upon finding the bottle sound, I was obliged 
to nialre an impromptu rccord-case of its long 
neck, into which I thrust my brief document, and 
consigned it to the safe custoclyof a small heap of 
stones, the staff being erected over it. 

It was dark before I got on board again. The 
strait had been reconnoitred from the hills, arid 
was reported to be perfectly clear of ice! This 
morning we made a fourth attempt to pass 
through; but Bellot Strait TWS by no means 
clear; the same obstruction existed which de- 
feated our last attempt, and in precisely the same 
place. Returning eastward, we entered n, narrow 
arm of the sea, nearly a couple of miles to the 

The delusion is charming. 
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west of Depat Bay, and anchoredin a small creek 
perfectly slieltered and land-locked, at thc foot of 
a sugarloaf hill:!: The temperature is falling j last 
night it stood at 24." 

+Subscqucntly named Mount Walker. 
15* 
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C I - I A P T E R  X I .  

Proceed wcstward in n boat- Cliccrlcss stntc of tlic wcstcrn scn- Strug- 
glcs in Bcllot Str:iit-Edcons, good Arctic fiirc- Tlic I ’ C ~ ~ O U ~ C C S  of 
I3ootliin Fclis -Futuro sicdgc travelling - IIcnvy gales - IIobson’s 
party s t m t  - Writer qonrtcrs - Bcllot’r; Str:iit - Advmccd dcpirt cs- 
tnlilisi~cd - Obscrvatorics - Intcrisc cold - Autumn travcllcrs - Nar- 
row cscnpc. 

MOST anxious to know the real state of the ice in 
the western sea-upon which our hopes so en- 
tirely depend - I intend starting this evening by 
boat, as far through Bcllot Strait as the ice will 
permit, then land and ascend the western coast- 
hills. 

1st  S‘cpt. - My boat party consisted of four iiien 
and tlie doctor, who came with me for the novel- 
ty of the cruise, bringing his camera to fasten 
upon any thing picturesque. We landed near 
Half-way Island, and pitched our tent for the 
night. Early next morning I commenced tile 
rather formidable undertaking of asccndillg tile 
hills, for it is not possible to pass under tile CliEq, 
and at last I gained the summit of the loftiest, 
ovcrloolring Cape Bird at a distance of 3 or 4 
niilcs, and affording a spendid ~7icw to west- 
ward, as well as glimpses between the hills of the 
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blue eastern sea. Long and anxiously did I sur- 
vey the western sea, ice, and lands, and could not 
but feel that in all probability we should not be 
permitted to pass beyond our present position. 

To the northward Four River Point-Sir 
James Ross’ farthest in 1849 -was at once rec- 
ognized ; rather more than nine years ago I stood 
upon it with him, and gazed almost as anxiously 
in this direction ! My present view confiriiied 
the impression then received, o€ a wide channel 
leading soutliward. The outline o€ tlie western 
land is very distant; it is of considcrablc but uni- 
€orm elevation, and slopes gradually down to the 
strait, which is between 30 and 40 i d e s  wide. 
This western land appears to be limestone, and 
without oir-lying islands. Our side of‘ tlie strait or 
sea, on the contrary, is primary rock, and €ringed 
with islets and rocks ; its soutlicrn extreme bears 
S.S.W., and is probably 30 miles distant. 

Although broken up, it lies 
against tliis shore in iinmeiise ficlds : t l m e  is but 
little water or room for ice-movemcnt. Along 
the west shore I can distinguisli long faint streaks 
of water. There is no nppcarance of disruption 
ahout Four River Point or in the contracted part 
of Yeel Strait - we have nothing to hope for in 
that quarter; neither is tlicrc any cvidcncc o€ 
currelit or pressure; tlic ice appears much de- 
cayecl, but, a8 I am survcyiiig it from n height of 
about 1600 feet, I iiiay be deceived. 

Now €or the ice. 
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The strong contrast between the car;tern and 
western seas and lands is very unfavorable to the 
latter. 

Apart from the ice, I was fortunate, however, in 
discovering a long narrow lake, occupying a val- 
ley which lies between a small inlet near Cape 
Bird and Ilazarcl Inlet - in fact, a sort of echo of 
Gdloi Strait -and I look upon it as our sledge 
route for the autumn, since it appears probable 
wc shall winter in our present position. 

This is a woizderous rozyh country to scramble 
over ; one never ceases to wonder how such huge 
blocks of rock can have got into such strange PO- 
sitions. I noticed two masscs in particular, each 
of them perched upon three small stones. The 
rock is gneiss ; there is also much granite. Even 
upon the hill-tops pieces of limcstone are occa- 
 iona ally met with. 

My walls: occupied eleven hours, and, although 
I everywhere saw traces of animals, the only liv- 
ing thing seen was a grey falcon. During my 
absence from the tent the men rambled all over 
the hills, but saw no game, our encampment was 
therefore shifted to a better position near t]le 
eastern termination of the talde-laid. This 111or11- 
ing we explored the neighboring valleys; saw 
three deer, and shot one, returning on board tile 
6 Fox ’ in time for dinner. 

Many deer had been seen not far from tho 
ship, and Bobson had allot a bearded sed. I have 
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organized mother boat party ; Young will start 
with it to-morrow morning to seek a sledge route 
from the southern angle of Brentford Bay to the 
western sea. 

5th. -Young returned this morning ; he reports 
the southwest angle of the bay not to run in so 
far as we expected, and to be eiiviroried by very 
liigli land, impracticable for sledges. 

Our Esquiinaux, Samuel, shot a fawn to-day. 
Strong northerly winds liave latterly prevailed; 

Bellot Strait is quite clear of ice; to-morrow morn- 
ing, tliereibre, w e  shall inalre our $@I1 attempt to 
get the ‘ Fox’ through. 

6th.- Steamed through the clear waters of Bel- 
lot Strait this morning, mid made fast to the ice 
across its western outlet a t  a distance of two miles 
from the shore, and close to n small islet wliich 
we have already dubbed Pcnanzicaia ~ o c k ,  having 
landed upon it a large supply of that substantial 
traveller’s fare, with other provisions €or our fu- 
ture sledging-parties. This ice is in large stout 
fields, of more than oiic wiiitcr’s growth, appar- 
ently immovable in consequence of the numerous 
islets and rocks ~diicli rise through and hold i t  
hst. If the weather permits, we shall remain 
here for a few days and watch tlie effect of winds 
and tides upon i t ;  that tlie ship will get any fur- 
ther Seems improbable. 

10th -I have explored a small inlet near Cape 
Bird, which we have named &r&t, from ia 

Y 



striking resemblance to the true one, and find it 
is only separated from the long lake by half a 
mile of low land; the lake we have ascertained 
to be about 12 miles long, and from it valleys ex- 
tend eastward and southward, so that me are sure 
of a good sledgeroute,- an important matter, as 
the hills rise to le00 feet above the sea. 

Cape Bird is 600 feet high; from its summit 
we carefully observe the ice. This granite coast 
presents a jagged appearance; it is deeply in- 
dented and studded with islets. The ice in the 
western sea (or Peel’s Strait) is much more brolren 

*up than it was upon the 31st ultimo ; there is no 
longer any fixed ice except within the grasp of 
the islets. Birds and animals have become very 
scarce; three seals have been shot, and a bear 
seen. To-morrow we shall return to our harbor, 
and endeavor to procure a fern more reindeer be- 
fore they migrate soutliward. 

12th. -Yesterday we anchored within the en- 
trance of our creck, being a more convenient 
position than up at its head. We are already in 
our wintering position, and, Being without occu- 
pation, one day seems most remarkably like 
another ! Although the fondly clrerished llope 
of pushing farther in our ship can no longer 1)e 
entertained, yet as long as the season continues 
iiavigable it is our duty to  be in readiness to av:kil 
ourselves of any opportunity, however improba- 
ble, of being able to do so. 
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Once firmly frozen in, our mutuinn travelling 
will coinmcncc, and afford welcoino occupation. 
Almost all on board liavc guns ; ammunitioii is 
suppliccl, and a sailor with a musket is a vcry con- 
tcnted and zedous sportsman, if not always a 
successful one; it is a, powerful incentive to ex- 
ercise. To-day the ramblers saw only two hares, 
an ennine, and an owl. Some peregrine hlcoiis 
have lately been shot ; Petersen declares they 
are Lci!he best beef iiz the cotmtry, ai2d the yozsy lirds 
tender aizd zuhite as chicha ! " 

A fcw days ago a large cask of biscuit was 
opened, and a living mouse discovered therein ! 
it was small, but mature in years. The cask, a 
strong watertight one, was packed on shore at 
Aberdcen, in June, 1857, and remained ever after- 
wards unopened; there was no hole by which the 
mouse could have got in or out, besides it is the 
only one ever seen on board. Ship's biscuit is 
certainly d ~ y  feedilzg, but who dares assert, after 
the experieiice of our mouse, that it is not won- 
derfully nutritious ? 

151h. - Two nights ago a comet was observed 
just beneath the constellation of the Great Bear ; 
a series of measurements were comnienced for de- 
termining its path. Yestcrday I walked through 
Che most promising vaIIeys for eight hours, but 
did not see a living creature ; yet there is a very 
f i~ir  show of vegetation, much inore than at Mel- 
ville Islalid, where the game is abundant. To the 
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east there is not a speck of ice, excepting only ZL 

huge iceberg, probably the same we saw off Fury 
Point, a very unusual visitor from Baffin's Bay, 
whence it must have been driven by those long- 
continued east winds (of painful memory) in June 
and July. 

Hobson and two inen encamped out for thrcc 
clays in order to scour the country; thcy lia've 
only seen one hare and one lemming! Wallrer 
geologizes ; amongst other things he finds much 
iron pyrites. The dredge has been used, but with 
very little success. The thermometer ranges be- 
tween 20" and 30". Fresh water pools are frozen 
over, sea-ice forms in evcry slieltered angle of the 
creeks. There is no snow upon the land,and this 
is one cause of the difficulty of finding game. 

I have determined upon naming this beautiful 
little anchorage Port I;rewzedy, after my prede- 
cessor, the discoverer of Bellot Strait, of which 
it is decidedly the port. This is not a compli- 
ment to him, but an agrceablc duty to me, and 
nowliere could Mr. Kennedy's name be more 
appropriately affixed than in close proximity 
with his interesting discovery. And now htlv- 
ing made this aclinowlcdgmcnt, I may venture 
to confer our little vessel's n;Lme upon the islets 
which protect its entrance. 

The island upon which Mr. Kennedy and 
Lieutenant Bellot cncarnped was I,ong Island, 
about three i d e s  further to the soutli-east. 
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17th.-Of late we have been preparing pro- 
visions and equipments for our travclling partica. 
My scheme of sledge search comprehends three 
separate routes and parties of four men ; to each 
party a dogsledge and driver will be attached ; 
Robson, Young, and I will lead them. 

My journey will be to the Great Fish River, 
examining the shores of King William’s Land 
in going and returning; Petersen will be with 
me. 

Hobson will explore the western coast of 
Boothia as fm as the magnetic pole, this au- 
tumn, I hope, and from Gateshead Island west- 
ward next spring. 

Young will trace the shore of Prince of Wales’ 
Land from Lieutenant Browne’s farthest, to the 
south-westward to Osborn’s farthest, if possible, 
and also examine between Four 12iver Point and 
Cape Bird. 

Our probable absence will be sixty or seventy 
clays, commencing from about the 20th March. 

In this way I trust we shall complete the 
Franklin search a i d  the geographical discovery 
of Arctic America, both left unfinished by tlie 
former expeditions; aiid in so doing we can 
hardly fail to obtain some trace, some relic, or, 
it  n1ay be, important records of those whose 
mysterious h t e  it is the great object of our 
Mxm3 to discover. But previous to sctting forth 
l1130n these important jourlieys, r lmst  communi- 

16 



182 STEAM TIIROUGH BELLOT STRAIT. CLW. XI. 

cate with the Boothians, if possible, either upon 
the west or east coast, in November or Pebruasy. 
Sir John ROSS' 'Narrative ' informs us tliat they 
sometimes winter as far north upon the east coast 
as the Agnew River ; and me know that upon the 
west, at the magnetic pole, their abandoned snow 
huts were occupied in June by Sir James Ross. 

19th. - Yesterday we steamed once more 
through Bellot Strait, and took up our former 
position at the ice-edge, off its western entrance ; 
the ice, hemmed in by islets has not moved. 

From the summit of Cape Bird I had a very 
extensive view this morning: there is now much 
water in the offing, only separated from us by 
the belt of islet-girt ice scurcs& four miles i i z  widLh! 
My conviction is that 8 strong east wind would 
remove this remaining barrier ; it is not yet too 
late. The water runs parallel to this coast, and 
is four or five miles broad ; beyond it there is ice, 
but it appears to be a11 broken up. 

Yesterday Young went upon a dog-sledge to 
the nearest south-western island, distant 7 or 8 
miles. He reports the intervening ice cracked 
and weak in some places, but practicable for 
loaded sledges; the far side of the island is 
washed by a clear sea, and a bear wliich he shot 
plunged into it, and, drifting away, was lost. 
Young is in favor of carrying out the dep6t pro- 
visions to or beyond this island by boat; but as 
the tsmperature fell to 18" last night, and new 



Dog dodge or soout party. 
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ice forins wherever it is calm, I prefer the safer, 
although more laborious mode of sledging ; ac- 
cordingly to-day our clogs carried out two sledge- 
loads of the provisions intended for tlie use of 
our parties hcrcafter. 

221~7. -All the provisions have now been car- 
lied out to the nearest island, which I shall tem- 
porarily name Xepralioiz, :i: as there our spring 
partics will divide ; and a portion inteiided for 
IIobsoii’s party and my own lias been carried on 
to the next island 7 or 8 iiiiles further. Our 
travclling boat and a siiiall reservc dep6t have 
been placed upon Pcmmican Rock, so already 
somcthing lias been done. Animal life is very 
scarce; n fcw scals, an occasioiial gull, and three 
brown fdcons, are thc only crcatures we have 
seen for several diLys past. Last evcning at ciglit 
o’cloclc LZ very vivid flash of lightning was ob- 
served ; its appearance iii these latitudes is very 
rarc ; oiice only have I seen it before -in Sep- 
tember, 1850. 

Furious gales from 
N. and S.W., but our barrier of coast-ice remains 
undiminished. This morning IIobson set off upon 
IZ journey of fourtceii or fiftcen ditys’ duration, 
with ssven men and fourteen dogs; he is to ad- 
wmce the depBts dong shore to tlie south, and if 
successful will reach latitude 71”. 

25th. - Saturday night. 



WINTER QUARTERS. CllAP. XI. 184 

The temperature is mild (+ 17), but it is snovi-y 
and disagreeable weather ; there is already enough 
snow upon the old ice to make walking laborious, 
and the land has also assumed its wintry com- 
plexion. 

2Sth.-The ship was kept available for prose- 
cuting her voyage up to the latest hour; it was 
only yesterday that we left the western ice, and 
in consequence of the vast accumulation of young 
ice in Bellot Strait we had considerable difficulty 
in reaching the ewkaizce of Port Kennedy: a11 
within was so firmly frozen over that after three 
hours' steaming and working we only penetrated 
100 yards; however, we are in an excellent posi- 
tion, although our wintering place will be farther 
out by a quarter of a mile than I intended. 

To-day we are unbending sails and laying up 
the engines - uncertainty no longer exists -here 
we are compelled to remain j and if we have not 
been 8s successful in our voyaging as a month 
ago we had good reason to expect, we may still 
hope that Fortune will smile upon our more hum- 
ble, yet more arduous, pedestrian explor a t' ions- 
"Hope on, hope ever." In  the mean time the 
sudden transition, from mental and physical %rear 
and tear, to the security and quiet of winter quare 
ters, is an immense relief. 

2nd Oct. - M. Petersen has shot two very fine 
buclcs ; one is a magnificent fellow, weighing 354 
lbs. (minus the p"unc11). Severd deer have been 
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seen ; they come from the N. along the slopes of 
the eastern hills. An ermine came on board a few 
nights ago and kept the dogs in a violent state of 
excitement, being much too wary to come out 
from under the boat to be caught by them; at 
length one of the men secured it. This beautiful 
little animal does not appear to be full grown; its 
extreme length is 13 inches. Two others came 
off to the ship, and to our great amusement eluded 
the men who gave chase, by darting into the soft 
snow - which is now a foot decp-and re-appear- 
ing several yards OR 

The weather is too mild to satisfy us j we wish 
for severe frost to seal us up securely, and mallre 
the ice strong enough to bear the sledge-loads of 
provisions, etc., which are to be landed for the 
purpose of making more room in the ship. 

6lh. -A herd of cz dozen reindeer crossed the 
harbor to-day. Last night Hobson and his coin- 
panions returned, all well. T h y  were stopped 
by the sea washing against tlic cliffs in latitude 
TIP, and to that point they have advanced 
the dcp0ts. Although the weather has bcen 
stormy here, they have been able to travel every 
day. They found the coast still fringed with 
islets, and deepIy indented; upon every point, 
1nOss-grown circles of stones indicated the abodes 
of Escillimsux in tinies long since gone by. 

One night tIwy muzzled a dog, as she was in 
the habit of giiswing hcr liarmess : in this defencc- 

1 G* 
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less state, unable even to bark and arouse the 
men, her amh6Ze sisterhood attacked her so fiercely 
that she died next day ! 

In  honor of so important and successful a com- 
mencement of our travelling, as that accomplished 
by Hobson, we had a feast of good venison, plum 
pudding, and grog. It is quite evident that no 
inore travelling can be accomplished until the ice 
forms a pathway alongshore ; in this, as in some 
other respects, we anxiously await the advance of 
the season. The weather is mild ; Bellot Strait is 
almost covered with ice, which drifts freely with 
every tide. Reindeer arc seen almost daily ; they 
too are awaiting the freezing over of the sea to 
continue their southern travels. Our harbor-ice 
is weak and covered a foot deep with a sludgy 
compound o i  snow and water. 

8th.-Yesterday an ermine was caught in 8 
trap ; hitherto these most active little skirmi&ers 
have successfully robbed our fox-traps of tlieir 
baits as fast as they could be renewed. To-day 
Petersen shot another reindeer; it weighs 130 lbs.; 
many others were seen, also a wolf Sometilnes 
a few ptarmigan are met with, but hares very 
rarely. 

We 
have landed about 100 casks, all our boats, and 
much lumber, SO we dm11 have abundance of room 
on board. I enjoyed a long and eshilarsting ram- 
ble upon anow-shocs today; \vithout them I could 

12th. - Fine weather generally prevails. 



Interior of the Observatory. 
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not have gone over half the distance -- the mow 
lies so deep and soft-but I only saw one rein- 
deer. 

14th - One of our magnetic .observatories has 
been built; i t  stands upon the ice, 210 yards S. 
(magnetic) from the ship, and is built of ice sawed 
into blocks - there not being any suitable snow j 
it is just large enough to hold the declinoineter 
for hourly observatioiis, to be notcd throughout 
the winter. The housings liave bcen put over the 
ship already, as I-Iobson will leave us ag$n in a 
few days to advance his dep6t and my own to the 
vicinity of the magnetic pole if possible. I would 
also send Young upon a similar duty, but the 
westcrn sea cannot have frozen over yet. 

19W.-All the 17th a N.W. gale blew with 
fearful violence j yesterday it abated, but not suf- 
ficiently to allow our party to start. This morn- 
ing IIobson got away with his nine men and ten 
dogs j his absence may be from eighteen to twen- 
t y  days. Autumn travelling is most disagreeable ; 
there is so much wind and snow, the latter being 
soft, deep, and often wet; the sun is almost al- 
ways obscured by mist, and is powerless for 
warmth or drying purposes, and the temperature 
is vary variable. Moreover there are now only 
eight hours of misty daylight. To-day the morn- 
illg was fine, and temperature +So. Having 
completed the prelimiixwy obscrvatioiis of the 
times of horizon tal and vortical vibrations, also 
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of the magnetic intensity, I set up today the 
declinometer, and commenced the hourly series 
of observations on the diurnal variation. I trust 
it may continue unbroken until we all set out 
upon our spring travels in March. A hare has 
been shot, but no other animals seen. 

29th. -It generally blows a gaIe of wind here ; 
the only advantage in return for so much discom- 
fort is that the snow is the more quickly paclced 
hard. As we have only tliree working men and 
an Esquimaux left on board for ship’s duties, I was 
assisted a few days ago by the doctor, the engi- 
neer, and the interpreter, ia building another ob- 
servatory, intended for certain monthly magnetic 
observations. This cdifice is constructed of snow. 
Whenever we have a calm night we can hear the 
crushing sound of the drift-ice in Bellot Strait, 
which continues open to within 600 yards of the 
Fox Islands, and emits dl~rk chilling clouds of 
hateful, pestilent, abominable mist. 

The last two days have been very fine and 
calm: the men visited their €ox and ermine traps, 
which are secreted amongst the rocks in a most 
mysterious manner - one ermine only has beell 
taken. Seven or eight reindeer a i d  so1ne ptarini. 
pi1 were seen ; two of the latter and a hare were 
sbot. 

No alnount of in- 
genuity could Inake n diary worth the p p c r  it 
is written 011. An occasional raven flies past, a 

We have coinnienced brewing sugar beer. 
2~zd NOV. --Very dull times. 



Nov. 1868. NAREOW ESCAPE. 189 

couple inore ptarmigan have becii shot : another 
N.W. gale is blowing, with temperature down 
to -12". 

The N.W. gale blew 
without intermission for seventy hours, the tcm- 
perature being about -16": we hoped that our 
absent shipmates might be housed safely in snow 
huts. This afternoon all doubts respecting tlicrii 
were dispelled by thcir arrival iii good health, but 
they evidently have suffered from cold and ex- 
posure during their absence of nineteen days. 
For the first six days tlicy journeyed outward suc- 
cessfully ; on that night they encainpcd upon the 
ice ; it was at spring-tide, a N.E. gale sprang up, 
and blowing off shore cletached the ice a i d  drifted 
them off! The sen froze over on the cessation 
of the gale, and tjwo days afterwards they fortu- 
nately regained thc land near tlie position froiii 
which they were blown off; they have indeed 
experienced much unusual danger and suffering 
from cold. 

As soon as they discovered that the ice wfis 
drifting off shore with them, they packed their 
sledges, liarnessed tlieir dogs, and passcd the night 
in anxious watching for some chance to escape. 
When the ice got n little distance off shore, it 
broke up under the influcnce of the wind niid sea, 
until the piece they werc upon was scarce 20 
yards in diameter; this drifted across the mouth 

6th. - fJatzaday NG$.d. 
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of a wide inlet* until brought up against the op- 
posite shore. The gale was quickly followed by 
an intense frost, which in a single night formed 
ice sufficiently strong to bear them in safety to 
the land, although it bent fearfully beneath their 
weight. 

Tho depats were eventually established in lati- 
tude 71" ; beyond this Lieutenant Hobson did not 
attempt to advance, not only because their re- 
maining provisions would not have warranted a 
longer absence, but because the open sea was seen 
to beat against the next headland. They have 
lived in tents only, and have not experienced 
the heavy gales so frequent here, and which are 
probably due mainly to our position in Bellot 
Strait, which performs the part of a funnel for 
both winds and tides between the two seats. 

That the western sea should still remain open 
argues a vast space southward for the escape of 
the ice, and prevents our western party from car- 
rying across their dep8t: the attempt to do so 
would be extremely hazardous. We must only 
be stiring earlier in the spring. I am truly 
thankful for the safe return of our travellers,- 
all this toil and exposure of ten persons :Lnd ten 
dogs has only advanced the dep6ts 30 miles fur- 
R Named after Lord Wrottcslcy, in rcmembrancc of tllc sllpport given I,y 

lliln to  tlic cxpcdition, his advocacy of it in tho House of Lords, and of 
tllc facilities granted n10 by tho Royal Socicty- of wIiicIi he was I'rosi- 
dcnt-ffor thc pursuit of scicntiEc observations. 
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ther-i.e. from 60 to 90 miles distant from the 
ship. 

Hardly a particle of snow remains upon the 
harbor-ice, the recent galcs having swept it away ; 
and the porch of my snow-hut has been fretted 
away to a mere cobweb by the attrition of tlie 
snow-drift: the doctor and I rebuilt it to-day. 
Thrce reindeer and a wolf have been seen. 



192 DEATH OB OUR ENGINEER. CIIAP. XII. 

C H A P T E R  X I I .  

Dcnth of our cngincer-Scarcity of gnmc-Thc cold unusally trying- 
Jolly, undcr adverse circumstances-Pctcrsen’s information-Return 
of tlic snn of 1859-Early spring slcdgc parties-Unusual scvcrity of 
the wintcr-Sevcrc Iiardships of cnrly dedging-Tlic wostern sliorcs 
of Boothia-Mcet the ISfiquirnnux-Iiitclligcncc of Franklin’s shiix- 
Return to the ‘ Fox ’-Allen Young returns. 

Nov. 7th. - Sutzduy evei&y. - BRIEF as is the inter- 
val since my last entry, yet how awful, and, to 
one of our small company, how fatal it has been! 
Yesterday Mr. Brand was out shooting as usual, 
and in robust health ; in the evening I-Iobson sat 
with him for a little time. Mr. Brand turned the 
conversation upon our position and employments 
last year ; he called to remembrance poor Robert 
Scott, then in sound health, and the fact of his 
having carried our “ Guy Pawlies ” round the ship 
on the preceding day twelvemonth, and added 
mournfully, ‘( Poor fellow ! no one knows Ivllose 
turn it may be to go next.” He finished 
evening pipe, and shut his cabin door s11ortly 
after nine o’clock. This morning, at  Seven o’cloclc, 
his servant found k n  lying upon the deck, st 

corpse, having been several hours dead. A ~ o -  
plexy appears to have been the cause. €Ie was a 
steady, serio1Lq man, under forty years of age, and 
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leaves a widow and three or four chilhen ; what 
their circumstances are I am not aware. 

lOth.-Tliis morning the remains of Mr. Brand, 
inclosed in a neat coffin, mere buried in a grave 
on shore. A suitable headboard and inscription 
will be placed over it. From a11 that I have 
gathered, it :mppears that his mind had been some- 
what gloomy for the last few days, dwelling inucli 
upon poor Scott's sudden death. Whcther lie 
really saw three windeer on Saturday, watclied 
their ~novenients, and fired his Mini6 rifle at them 
when 700 yards distant, or whether it was the 
creation of a disordered brain, none can tell. On 
his first return on board he said he had seen dcer 
tracks only. 

We are iiow without either engineer or engine- 
driver : we have oiily two stolcers, and they know 
nothing about the machinery. Our numbers are 
reduced to twenty-four, including our interpreter 
and two Greenland Esquimaux. 

15th. -We have enjoyed ten days of moderate 
winds and calms, but the temperature has fallen 
as low as -31". This causes frostrcracbs in the ice 
across the harbor ; they will freeze over, and others 
will form, and gape, and €reeze at intervals, so that 
by nest  spring we shall probably be moved sev- 
eral inches, perhaps feet, off shore. 

Mists have obscured the sun of late, and now 
it does not rise at all. We are indifferent; its d e  

17 N 
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parture has become to us a matter of course. 
The usual winter covering of snow lins been 
spread upon deck rather more than a foot thick. 
Its utility in preventing the escapc of heat be- 
came at once strilcingly apparent. Nothing has 
been seen but a few ptarmigan and onc reindeer, 
which trotted off towards thc ship. Our bullets 
missed him, and the dogs unfortunately caught 
sight and chased him away. I do not think any 
dogs could overtake a reindeer in this rough 
country ; the rocks would speedily lame them, 
and the snow, in many places, is quite. deep 
enough to fatigue them greatly, whereas it offers 
but slight impediment to thc deer, furnishcd as he 
is with long legs and spreading hoof's. 

A 
few ptarmigan and willow-grouse have been seen, 
and three shot. Two days ago I saw two rein- 
deer. The eastern sea is frozen over, and our old 
acquaintance the iceberg in Prince Regent's Inlet 
is still visible on a clcar day. We brew sugar- 
beer, and we set nets for seals, but catch none. 
The nets have been macle and set in favorable 
positions under the ice by the Greenlanders, SO TVC 

suppose the seals also have migrated elscwllerc ; 
if so, the Esquimaux could not winter hcrc. We 
hnvc no regular school this winter, but five of the 
men study navigation every evening under the 
guidance of Young. Ibbson and I are doing a11 

29ih. -Animals have become very scarce. 
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we can to make the ship dry, warm, and co~nfort- 
able : our large snow porches over the hatchways 
are a great improvement. 

6th Dee. - Cold, windy ~vcather, with chilling 
mists from tlie open water in Bellot Strait. We 
can seldom leave the shelter of the ship for a 
walk on shore, and, when we do, rarely see even 
a ptarmigan. 

1211~. - Very cold meather : thermometer down 
to -41°, and the breeze comes to us loaded with 
mist from the open water, causing the air to feel 
colder than it otherwise would. Bellot Strait has 
become a nuisance, not only from this cause, but 
from the strong winds - purely local - which 
seldoin cease to blow through it. 

The seal nets have produced nothing; and as 
there are no seals, we no longer wonder at not 
seeing bears. Three foxes have been trapped and 
a hare seen. Our canine force numbers twcnty- 
four serviceable dogs and six puppies ; but these, 
I fear, will not be strong enough for sledging by 
March. The monotony of our lives is vastly in- 
creased by want of occupation, and confinement, 
by severe gales, to the ship for five days out 
of every seven. The gcneral health is good, 
but there is a natural craving for frcsh mcat and 
fresh vcgetables - in great measure, pcrhaps, 
because they cannot be obtained ; but n well- 
filled letter-bag would be inore welcome than 
anything I know of. 
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ZGlh.-Upoii four days only duriiig the last 
fourteen has thc wcatlier permitted us to walk. 
I allude to the wind as thc obstacle to our exer- 
cise ; for temperature, when the air is still, is no 
bar to any reasonable amount of it. Three or 
four coreys of ptarmignn have been seen, and of 
these I shot one brace. The cold increases: 
thermometer has fallen to -4’7?, although blow- 
ing x moderate gale at the time, and the atmos- 
phere dense with mist. 

Our Christmas has been spent with a degree of 
loyalty to the good old English custom at once 
spirited and refreshing. All the good things 
which could possibly be collected together ap- 
peared upon the snow-white deal tables of the 
men, as the officers and myself walked (by invi- 
tation) round the lower deck. Venison, beer, 
and a fresh stock of clay pipes, appeared to be 
the most prized luxuries; but the variety and 
abundance of the eatables, tastefully laid out, was 
such as might well support the delusion which all 
seemed desirous of imposing upon themselves - 
that they were in a land of plenty - in fact, all 
bzit at home ! We contributed a large clleese :tnd 
Some preserves, and candles superseded the ordi- 
nary smoky lamps. With SO many comforts, and 
the existence of so much genuine good feeling, 
their evening waa ajoyous one, enlivened also by 
songs and music. 

Whilst all W ~ S  order and merriment within the 
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ship, the scene without was widely different. A 
fierce north-wester howled loudly through the 
rigging, the snowdrift rustled swiftly past, 110 

star appeared through the oppressive gloom, and 
the thermometer varied between 7G” and SO” Below 
the freexizg point. At one time it was impossible 
to visit the magnetic observatory, although only 
210 yards distant, and with a rope stretched dong, 
breast high, upon poles the whole way. The offi- 
ccrs discharged this duty for the quarter-masters 
of the watches during the day and night. 

1st Jan. 1S59.-Tliis being Saturday n@Id as 
well as New Year’s Day, Sweethearts and Wives ” 
were remembered with cven more than the ordi- 
nary feeling. Ncw year’s eve was celebrated with 
d l  the joyfulness wliich ardent hope can inspire : 
and we ham reasonable ground for strongIwpc. At 
midnight the expiration of the old year and com- 
mencement of the new one was announced to me 
by the band - flutes, accordion, and gong - strik- 
ing up at my door. Some songs were suiig, and 
the performance concluded with (‘ God save tlie 
Queen; ” the few who could find space in our 
mess-room sang the chorus ; but this by no means 
satisfied all the others who wcrc without and una- 
ble to show themselves to the officers, so they 
echoed the cliorus, and the effect was vcry pleas- 
iW Our new year’s day has been commemo- 
rated with all the substanti& of Christmas fare, 

A I  
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pastry, not quite so much clipping of dough into 
roses, and anchors, and nondescript animals, &c., 
&c. Tlie past week lias bcen cold and stormy; 
it now blows strong, and the temperature is -44". 

On the 29th a few fresh tracks of animals and 
a ptarmignn were seen: yesterday I saw three 
ptarmigan. December proved to be an unusually 
cold month, its mean temperature being -33" ; 
and it was rendered more than ordinarily dark 
and gloomy by continual mists from Bellot Strait. 
This open water adds seriously to the drawbacks 
of m spot already sufficiently cheerless, gameless, 
and " wind-loveil." 

9ih.- Another wcelr of uniform temperature 
of -409 and confinement to the ship by strong 
winds ; the atmosphere is loaded with enveloping 
mists which impart a raw and surprisingly keen 
edge to the chilling blasts, blasts that n D  human 
nose can endure without blanching, be its propor- 
tions what they may. It is wonderful how the 
dogs stand it, and without apparent inconveniencc, 
unless their fur happen to be thin. They lie upon 
the snow under the lee o i  the ship, with no other 
protection from the weatlicr. 

To-day, the winds being light and temperature 
tp t o  -.30", we enjoyed walks on shore, althougil 
the mist continued so dense as to limit our view 
to couple of liundrcd yards. 

I learn from Petersen that the llntivcs of Smith's 
Soiind are well acquailllcd with the continuation 
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of its shores considerably beyond the farthest 
point reached by Kane's exploring parties, but 
unfortunately no one thought of getting tliem 
to delineate their local knowledge upon paper. 
They spoke much of a large island near the west 
coast called '( Umingmak " (musk ox) Island, 
where there was much open water, abounding 
with walrus, and where some of their people 
formerly lived."' 

Esquimaux exist upon the east coast of Green- 
land as far north as lat. 76"; how much farther 
north is not lmo~vn. They are separated from tho 
South Greenlanders by hundreds of miles of ice- 
bound coasts and impassable glaciers. 

Many centuries ago a milder climate ma) and 
probably did exist, and a corresponding inodifica- 
tion of glacier and n sea less ice-encumbered might 
have rendered the migration of these poor people 
from the south to their present isolated abodes 
practicable ; but to me it appears inucli more easy 
to suppose that they migrated eastward from the 
nortliern outlet of Smith's Sound. 

2lst. - More plcasnnt weatlicr since my last 
entry j and although last night the teiriperature 
fell to -47", yet it has generally been mild ; once 
it rose to -14", but amply made amends by falling 
to -38" within twelve hours. We have enjoyed 

* Peterson conversed with two men who hird thcmsclves boon U P  to 
Umingmnk Islnnd. 
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much of the moon’s presence for the last ten da,ys, 
but now she is waning and hastening away to the 
south. Daylight increases in strength and dur& 
tion, consequently we walk more, and see more, 
and the wintcr’s gloom gives place to activity and 
cheerfulness. Several ptarmigan, three or four 
hares, a snowy owl, and a bear-track, have at 
various times been secn. Young has shot four 
ptarmigan, and I have shot a couple more and a 
hare, and the men have trapped two foxes. 

On board the ship the preparations for travelling 
take precedence of all other occup a t’ ions. 

2GLh.- Part of tlie sun’s disc loomed above the 
horizon today, somewhat swollen and disfigured 
by the misty atmosphere, but looking benevolent 
withal. I happened to be diligently traversing 
the rocky hill-sides in the hope of finding some 
solitary hare dozing in fancied security, when the 
m n  thus appeared inview, and halted to feast my 
eyes upon the glorious sight, and scan the features 
of o w  returniog friend. Hope and promise min- 
gled in his bright beams. Again I moved upward, 
a id  with more elastic step; for now the sun of 
1859 was shining upon all nature around me. 

2ttd Febmary. - A lovely, calm, bright day, and 
beautifully clear, except over the w,zterspace in 
Bellot Strait, where rests n densely black mist, 
very strongly resembling the West Indian rain- 
squall as it looms upon the distant horizon. The 
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increasing sunlight is cheering, but void of heat, 
and the mercury is often frozen. A few more 
ptarmigan have been shot. 

Our remaining serviceable dogs, twenty-two in 
number, have been divided with great care into 
three teams of seven each ; the odd dog is added 
to my team, as my journey is expected to be the 
longest. The different sledgepnrties will now 
feed up their dogs without limit, so that the 
utmost degree of work may be got out of tliem 
hereafter. 

January has been slightly colder than Decem- 
ber, mean t tmperature being -33t", but there has 
been rathe; less wind. 

8th. -AH will be ready for the departure of 
Young and myself upon our respective journeys 
u$on the morning of the 14th. 

Mr. Petersen and Alexaader Thompson accom- 
pany me, with two dog-sledges, and fifteen dogs, 
dragging twenty-four days' provisions. My object 
is to commuiiicate with the Boothisns in the 
vicinity of the magnetic pole. Young ta1w.s his 
party of four men and liis dogsledge; he will 
carry forward provisions for his spring exploration 
of the shores of Prince of Wales' Land, between 
the extreme points reached by Lieutenants Osborn 
and Brown in 1851. 

On the 311 I wallred for seven and a half hours, 
and saw two reindeer, but could not approach 
within shot. Young examined the water-space in 
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the strait, and finds it washes both shores, but ex- 
tends east and west only about one mile. The 
Doctor has seen a seal and a dovekie sporting 
in it. 

For the last four days strong winds and intense 
cold have prevented us from rambling over the 
hills, besides which the minor preparations for 
travelling have given us more occupation on 
board. 

James Pitcher has got a slight touch of scur- 
vy ;  his gums are inflamed; and now it comes 
out that he dislikes preserved meats, and has not 
eaten any since he has been in the ship ! He has 
lived upon salt meat and preserved vegetables, 
except for the very short periods in summer when 
birds could be obtained. Hc is rather a " used-up" 
old fellow, too much so for our severe sledge-wofk, 
therefore is one of the few who will remain to 
take care of the ship. That he should have re- 
tained his health for seventeen months, under the 
circumstances, speaks well for the wholesomeness 
and quality of our provisions, and the ventilation 
and cleanliness of the ship. 

10th. - Extremely cold, with dense mists from 
the open water. Yesterday eight ptarmigan and 
% sooty fox Were seen. We have consumed the 
last of our venison ; it supplied us for three days, 
We are drinking out a .cask of sugar-beer, wliich 
is a very mild but agreeable beverage ; we make 
it on board. 



Sunday jakht, 13th. - To-morrow moniing, if fine, 
Young and I set off upon our travels. Re  lias 
advanced a portion of his sledge-lotxd to tllc mest 
side of the water in Eellot Strait, having been 
obliged to carry it overland for about a mile iii 
order to get there. I have explored the route to 
the long lake, and find we can reach it without 
crossing elevated or uncovered land. I saw two 
reindeer, and Young saw about twenty ptarmi- 
gnn. 

The mean temperature of February up to this 
date is -33*2", being an exact continuation of 
January. I confess to some anxiety upon this 
point, as hitherto thc winter has been unusually 
severe, and the journeys to be performed will 
occupy more than twenty days. Besides, we 
shall be earlier in motion than any of the pre- 
vious travellers, unless we are to rnake an excep- 
tion in favor of Mr. Kennedy's trip of 30 miles 
from Batty Bay to Fury Beach, between the 5th 
and 10th January, during which time the lowest 
temperature registered was only -26". Should 
either Young or myself remain absent beyond 
the period for which we carry provisions, Hobson 
is to send a party in search of us. A sooty fox 
has been captured lately. 

15tli-A strong N.W. wind, with a tempera- 
ture of -40°, confines us on board. One cannot 
face these winds, therefore it is fortunate that 
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did not start, the ship being much more comfoi-t- 
able than a snow-hut. 

** * * :R * 
2Oih March. -Already I have been a week on 

board, and so difficult is it to settle down to any- 
thing like sedentary occnpation, d t e r  n period of 
continued vigorous action, that even now I can 
scarcely sit still to scribble a brief outline of my 
trip to c a i e  Victoria. 

On the morning of the 17th February the 
weather moderated sufficiently for us to set out; 
the temperature throughout the day varied be- 
tween -31" and -42Y. Leaving Young's party 
to pass on through the strait, I proceeded by way 
of the Long Lake, which I found to be 108 geo- 
graphical iniles in length, with an average width 
of Iialf a mile. 

We built our snow-hut upon the west coast, 
near Pemmican Rock, after a march of 1 9  or 20 
geographical miles. We always speak of gco- 
p-aphicaZ miles with reference to our marches ; six 
geographical are equal to seven English miles. 

On the €allowing day the old N.W. wind sprang 
up with renewed vigor, and the tlierrnometer fell 
to  -48"; the cold was therefore intense. 

On the third day our dogs went lame in con- 
sequence of sore feet ; the intense cold seems to  
be the principal, if not t,hc only cause, having 
llardened the surfkce-snow beyond wIlat their feet 
can endure. I was obliged to throw off a part of 
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the provisions ; still we could not make more than 
12 or 18 miles daily. We of course walked, so 
that the dogs had only the remaining provisions 
and clothing to drag, yet several of them re- 
peatedly fell down in fits. 

For several days this severe weather continued, 
the mercury of my artificial horizon remaining 
frozen (its freezingpoint is -39") ; and our rum, 
at first thick like treacle, required thawing lat- 
terly, when the more ff uid and stronger part had 
been used. We travelled each day until dusk, 
and then were occupied for LL couple of hours in 
building our snow-hut. The four walls were run 
up until 53 feet high, inclining inwards as much 
as possible ; over these our tent was laid to form 
a roof; we could not afford the time necessary to 
construct a dome of snow. 

Our equipment consisted of a very small 
brown-holltmd tent, macintosh Boor-cloth, and felt 
robes; besides this7 each man had a bag of double 
blanlreting, and Q pair of fur boots, to sleep in. 
We wore mocassins over the pieces of blanket in 
which our feet were wrapped up, and, with the 
esception of a change of this foot-gear, carried no 
spare clothes. The daily routine was as follows : 
-1 led the way; Petersen and Thompson fol- 
lowed, conducting their sledges ; and in this man- 
ner we trudged on for eight or ten hours without 
hdting7 except when necessary to disentmgle the 
dog--harneSS. When we halted for the ni&, 
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Thompson and I usually sawed out the blocks of 
compact snow and carried them to Petersen, who 
acted as the master-rnason in building the snow- 
hut: the hour and a half or two hours usually 
employed in erecting the edifice was the .west 
disagreeable of the day’s labor, for, in addition to 
being already well tired and desiring repose, we 
became thoroughly chilled whilst standing about. 
When the hut was finished, the dogs were fed, 
and here the great difficulty was to insure the 
widcer ones their full share in the scramble for 
supper; then commenced the operation of un- 
padciag the sledge, and carrying into our hut 
everything necessary for ourselves, such as pro- 
vision and sleeping gear, as well as all boots, fur 
mittens, and even the sledge dog-harness, to pre- 
vent the dogs from eating them during our sleep- 
ing hours. The door was now blocked up with 
snow, the cooking-lamp lighted, foot-gear changed, 
diary written up, watches wound, sleeping bags 
wriggled into, pipes lighted, and the merits of the 
various dogs discussed, until supper was ready j tlie 
supper swallowed, the upper robe or coverlet was 
pulled over, and then to sleep. 

Next morning came breakfast, a struggle to get 
into frozen inocassins, after which the sledges Tvere 
packed, and another day’s march commenced. 

In these little huts we usually slept warm 
enough, although latterly, when our blankets and 
clothes became h ~ d e d  with ice, we felt the cold 
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severely. When our low doorway WRS carefhlly 
blocked up with snow, and the cooking-lamp alight 
the temperature quiclrly rose so that the walls 
became glamd, and our bedding thawed j but the 
coolring over, or tlie doorway partially opened, it 
as quickly fell again, so that it was impossible to 
sleep, or even to hold one's pannilrin of tea, with- 
out putting our mitts on, so intense was the cold! 

On the 21st I visited our main depat laid out 
last October; it was safe, but unfortunately had 
been carried far into Wrottesley Inlet, and only 
40 miles south of Bellot Strait. 
011 the 22d an easterly gale prevented our 

marching, but we had the good fortune to shoot a 
bear, so consoled ourselves with fresh steaks, and 
the dogs with an ample feed of uifkxen flesh-a 
treat they had not enjoyed for many months. 

We coasted along a granitic land, deeply in- 
dented and fringed with islands, and found it to 
be the general characteristic of the Boothian 
shore from Bellot Strait, until we had accom- 
plished half the distance to tlie magnetic pole; 
limestone then appeared, and the reinainder of 
our journey was peri'ormed along Q low, straight 
shore, which afforded UB much greater facility for 
Bledging. 

Throughout the whole distance we found a 
mistwe o f  heavy old ice and light ice of last 
ttutulnn, in many places squeezed up into pack ; 
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but as we advanced southward aged floes were 
less frequently seen. 

On the first of March we halted to encamp at 
about the position of the magnetic pole - for no 
cairn remains to mark the spot. I had almost 
concluded that niy journey would prove to he 
a work of labor in vain, because hithcrto no 
traces of Esquimaux had been met with, and, in 
consequence of the reduced state of our provis- 
ions and the wretchcd condition of the poor dogs 
- six out of the fifteen being quite useless- I 
could only advance one more march. 

But we had done nothing more than lools: 
ahcud; when we halted, and turned round, great 
indeed was my surprise and joy to see four men 
walking after us. Peterseii and I immediately 
buckled on our revolvers and advanced to meet 
them. The natives halted, made fast their dog,,, 
laid down their spears, and received us without 
any evidence of surprise. They told us they had 
been out upon a seal hunt on the ice, and were 
returning home : we proposed to join them, and 
all were soon in motion again ; but another hour 
brought sunset, and we learned that their SnOlv 

village of eight huts was still a long way off, so 
we hired them, at  the rate of a needle for each 
Esquimaux, to build UB a hut, which tliey corn- 
pleted in an hour; it was 8 feet in diameter, 54 
feet high, and in it we all passed the night. Per- 
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haps the records of architecture do not furnish 
another instance of a dwelling-lionse so cheaply 
constructed ! 

We gave them to understand that we were 
anxious to barter with them, and very cautiously 
approached the real object of our visit. A naval 
button upon one of their dresses afforded the op- 
portunity; i t  came, they said, from some white 
people who were starved upon an island where 
there are salmon (that is, in a river); and that tlie 
iron of which their knives were made came from 
the same place. One of these men said he had 
been to the island to obtain wood and iron, but 
none of them had seen the white men. Another 
inan had been to ‘‘ Ei-wil-lik ” (Repulse Bay), and 
counted on his fingers seven individuals of Eae’s 
party whom he remembered having seen. 

These Esquimaux had nothing to est, and no 
other clothing than their ordinary double dresses 
of fur ;  they would not eat our biscuit or salt pork, 
but took a small quantity of bear’s blubber niid 
some water. They slept in n sitting posture, with 
their heads leaning forward on their breasts. Next 
morning we travelled about 10  miles further, by 
which time we were close to Cape Victoria ; be- 
yond this I would not go, much as they wished to 
lead US on ; we therefore landed, and they built 
us a commodious snow hut in half nn hour; this 
done, we displayed to them our articles for barter 
- knives, files, needles, scissors, beads, etc. - ex- 

18* 0 
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pressed our desire to trade with them, and prorn- 
ised to purchase everything which belonged to 
the starved white men, if they would come to 
us on the morrow. Notwithstanding that the 
weather was now stormy and bitterly cold, two 
of the natives stripped off their outer coats of 
reindeer skin and bartered them for a knife each. 

Despite the gale which howled outside, we 
spent a comfortable nigIit in our roomy hut. 

Next morning the entire village p~pulat~ion 
arrived, amounting to about forty-five souls, Dorn 
aged people to infants in arms, and bartering 
commeuced very briskly. First of all we pur- 
chased all the relics of the lost expedition, coiisist- 
ing of six silver spoons and forks, a silver medal, 
the property of Mr. A. M’Donald, assistant surgeon, 
part of a gold chain, several buttoils, and liiiives 
made of the iron and wood of the wreck, also 
bows and arrows constructed of materials obtained 
from the same source. Having secured these, we 
purchased a few frozen salmon, some seals’ blubber 
and venison, but could not prevail upon them to 
part with more than one of their fine dogs. One 
of their sledges was made of two stout pieces of 
wood, which might have been a boat’s lceel. 

All the old people recollected the visit of the 
‘Victory.’ An old man told me his name was 
‘6 Ooblooria : ” I recollected that Sir James Ross 
had employed aman of that iinme as a guide, and 
reminded him of it.; he WUS, in fact, the same in- 
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dividual, and he inquired after Sir James by his 
Esqnimaux name of “Agglugga.” 

I inquired after the man who was furnished with 
a wooden leg by the carpenter of the ‘Victory : ’ 
no direct answer was given, but his daughter was 
pointed out to me. Petersen explained to me 
that they do not like alluding in any way to the 
dead, and that, as my question was not answered, 
it was certain the manmns no longer amongst the 
living. 

None of these people had seen the whites; one 
man said he had seen their bones upon the island 
where they died, but some were buried. Petersen 
also understood him to say that the boat was 
crushed by the ice. Almost all of them had part 
of the plunder ; they say thcy will be liere when 
we return, and will trade more with us ; also that 
we shall find natives upon Montreal Island at the 
time of our arriving there. 

Next morning, 4 th March, sevcral natives came 
to xzs again. I bought n spear Gi feet long from a 
man who told Petersea distizictly that a, ship hav- 
ing three inasts had been crushed by the ice out 
in the sea to the west of King William’s Island, 
but that all the people landed safely; he was not 
one of those who were eye-witnesses of it j the ship 
sunk, SO nothing was obtained by the natives from 
her ; all that they have got, he said, came from 
the island in the river. The spear staff appear8 
to have been part of the gunwale of a light boat. 
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One old man, ‘‘ Oo-na-lee,” made a rough sketcn 
of the coast-line with his spear upon the snow, and 
said it was eight journeys to where the ship sank, 
pointing in the dircction of Cape Felix. I can 
niake nothing out of his rude clinrt. 

The information we obtained bears out the 
principal statements of Dr. Rae, and also accounts 
for the disappearance of one of the ships; but it 
gives no clue to the whereabouts of the other, nor 
the direction whence the ships come. One thing 
is tolerably certain-the crews did not at any 
time land upon the Boothian shore. 

These Esquiinaux were all well clothed in rein- 
deer dresscg and looked clean; they appeared to 
have abundance of provisions, but scarcely n scrap 
of wood was seen amongst ihem which liad not 
come from the lost expedition. Their sledges, 
with the exception of the onc already spoken of, 
were wretched little affairs, consisting of two 
frozen rolls of seal-skins coated with ice, and ab 
tached to each other by bones, which served as 
the crossbars. The men were stout, hearty fellows, 
and the women arrant thieves, but all were good- 
humored and friendly. The women were decid- 
edly plain; in fact, this tern1 would llsve been 
flattering to most of tliem ; yet there was a degree 
of vivacity and gentleness in the manners of some 
that soon reconciled US to these Arctic specimens 
of the Ciir sex. They had fine eyes and teeth, &ts 

well as very small hands, and the young girls had 
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r?. fresh rosy hue not often seen in combination 
with olive ccimplexioiis. 

Esquimaus mothers carry their infants on their 
backs within their large fur dresses, and where 
the babes can only be got at by pulling them out 
over the shoulder. Whilst intent upon niy bar- 
gaining for silver spoons and forlcs belonging to 
Franklin's expedition, at the rate of a few needles 
or a knife for each relic, one pertinacious old 
dame, after having obtained all she was likely to 
get from me for herself, pulled out her infant by 
the arm, and quietly held the poor little crea- 
ture (for it was perfectly naked) before me in the 
brceze, the temperature at the time being GO" 
below freezing point ! Petersen informed ine 
that she was begging for a needle for her child. 
I need not say I gnve it one as espeditiously as 
possible ; yet sn6cient time elapsed before the 
infant mas again put out of sight to alarm me 
considerably for its safety in such a temperature. 
The natives, I ~ o w ~ w ,  seemed to think nothing 
of what loolied to me like cruel exposure of a 
naked baby. 

We now returned to the ship with all the specd 
we could command; but stormy weather occa- 
sioned two days' delay, so that me did not arrive 
011 board until the 14th March. Though consid- 
erably reduced in flesh, I and my companions were 
in excellent health, and blessed with insatiable 
appetites. On washing our faces, which had be- 
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come perfectly black from the soot of our blubber 
lamp, sundry scars, relics of frost-bites, appeared ; 
and the tips of our fingers, from constant fro& 
bites, had become as callous as if seared with hot 
iron. 

In  this journey of twenty-five days we trav- 
elled 360 geographical miles (420 English), and 
completed the discovery of the coastrline of con- 
tinental America, thereby adding about 120 miles 
to our charts. The mean temperature throughout 
the journey was 30" below zero of Fahrenheit, or 
62" below the freezing point of water. 

On reaching tlie ship, I at once assembled my 
small crew, and told them of the information we 
had obtained, pointing out that there still re- 
mained one of the ships unaccounted for, and 
therefore i t  was necessary to carry out all our 
projected lines of search. 

During this journey I acquired the Arctic ac- 
complishment of eating fi-ozen blubber, in deli- 
cate little slices, and vastly preferred it to frozen 
pork. At the present moment I do not think I 
could even taste it, but the same privation and 
hunger which induced me to eat of such food 
would doubtless enable me again to partalre of i t  
very 7Ci,zd@. 

I shot 8 couple of foxes which Came playing 
about the dogs; conscious of their superior 
speed, they were very impudent, snapping at  the 
dogs' tails, and passing almost under their noses. 
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1 shot these foxes, intending to est tliem; but 
the dogs anticipated me with respect to one; 
the other we feasted off at our mess-table, and 
thonght it by no means bad; it was insipid, but 
decidedly better to our tastes than preserved 
meat. 

Captain Allen Young and his party had re- 
turned 011 board on the 3rd of March, having 
placed their depot upon the shore of Prince of 
Wales’ Land, about 70 miles S.W. of the ship. 
Young found the ice in Bellot Strait so rough as 
t o  be impassable, and was obliged to adopt the 
Iake route. Prince of Wales’ Land was found to 
be composed of limestone; the shore was low, 
and fringed for n distance of ten miles to sex- 
ward with an ancient land-floe. The remain- 
ing width of the strait between this land (North 
Somerset) and Prince of Wales’ Land was about 
15 miles, and this space was composed of ice 
formed since September last; this was the water 
we looliedl at so anxiously last autumn from 
Cape Bird and Peminican Rock. His party lived 
in their tent, protected from the wind by snow 
walls, and, like ourselves, escaped with a few 
trivial frost-bites. So far all was very satisfac- 
tory, the general health good, and the eagerness 
of my crew to commence travelling quite charm- 
ing. 

Young ProPosod carrying out another depot to 
the north-west, in order to explore well up Peel 
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Strait, and would have started on the li’th, but 
the weather was too severe. The day was spent 
in a fruitless search for three casks of sugar--& 
serious and unaccountable deficiency -but, as 
it was important to replace them with as little 
delay as possible, Young set off on the 18th, al- 
though it blew a N.W. gale at the time, with two 
men and eighteen dogs, for Fury Beach ; failing 
to find the requisite quantity there, he will go on 
to  Port Leopold. 



Moonligllt in the Arctic Region.% 
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C H A P T E R  X I I I .  

Dr. Walkcr’s slcdgc joorncy - Snow-blindness attnclcs Young’s pmty - 
Dcpnrturc of nll slcdgc-pnrtics - Eqitipmciit of slcdgc-parties - hfcct 
tlic snino party of natives - Intclligcncc of tlic sccoiict ship -My (le- 
pOt rolrbcd - P a r t  roinpmy from 1Iobsoii --Mntty Isl~iud - llescrtcd 
snow-lints-”ativc slctlgcs - L:iiid on King Williurn Land. 

DOCTOR ~ % T A ~ ~ m ~ ’ S  zeal for travelling was not to be 
restrained ; I therefore gladly availed myself of 
his willingness to go with a party to Cape Ai’rey 
and bring back the depot of provisions left tliere 
in August last. Tliesc trips will delay our spring 
journeys €or a €ew days. 

During my abseiice from the ‘ Fox ’ tlie wea- 
ther was often stormy, and temperature unusually 
low; the mean for the month of February  as 
-3G0, showing it to he one of the coldest on record. 
Wlieu possible the men were allowed to go out 
shooting, and obtaiii fifty or sisty ptarmigan and 
a linre ; a few foxes mere talcen in traps, and two 
reindeer werc seen. 

Yesterday two bears came near the ship, but 
were frightened away by tlie dogs. Hobson shot 
threc ptarrnigm. To-day I rambIed over the hills, 
the weather being fine, and saw a hare. 

29th. - Continued fine weather. A couple 
more foxes and a lemming in i t s  brown coat have 
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been captured, and a hare and four ptarnignn shot. 
This fine bright weather seems to have awaIrenecI 
the lemmings and ermines ; their tracks, which 
were very rarely seen during winter, are now 
tolerably numerous ; foxes appear in greater num- 
bers, probably following up the ptarmigan from 
the south. The thermometer ranges between 
zero and -20”; it has once been up to +13”- 
When exposed to a noonday sun against the 
ship’s side it rises 50” higher. The earth-ther- 
mometer-placed 2 feet 2 inches beneath the 
surface - which gradually fell until the 10th of 
this month, has now begun to ascend; its mini- 
mum was +? ; much snow also lay over it, 6 feet 
deep at this season. 

On the 25th Dr. Walker and his party re- 
turned, not having been able to find the ilepbt. 
They found a barrel of flour upon the beach a 
few miles south of Brentford Bay; it appeared to 
have lain there for years, just inside a shingle 
projection, which kept off the ice pressure, so that 
it had not been forced up high upon the beach ; 
the ice which bore it there-probably from Port 
Leopold - had disappeared, and the cask jvas 
frozen into the shingle. The heading has been 
brought on board, but the “scribing ’’ upon it is 
very indistinct, and unintelligible to US. The 
flour is of the ordinary description used in the 
navy, and, known as “seconds ; ” most of it was 
good, and a plain pudding made of it for our mess 
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could not be distinguished from fresh flour. A 
specimen has been preserved with the view of 
identifying i t  with the Fury Beach or Port Leo- 
pold stores of flour. With the exception of a soli- 
tary bear, t he  party saw no living creatures. The 
shore along which they travelled was a very low 
shingly limestone. 

Last evening I was delighted to see Young and 
his two dog-sledges heave in sight ; he brought 
about 8 cwt. of sugar from Bury Beach, but not 
without much difficulty, owing to the roughness 
of thc pack in Creswell Bay, and also to the 
breaking down or one of his sledges; to avoid 
this pack he found it necessary to travel nearly 
a11 round Creswell Bay. Cape Garry Ire de- 
scribes as a gradually curved extent of flat land, 
and not the decided cape it appears to be upon 
the chart; two reindeer were seen near it, and 
during the journey four bears j no other animals 
were met with. His labors had been very severe ; 
one sledge broke down and all the sugar had to 
be piled upon the other: the consequence was 
that the sledge was so lieavily loaded that it 
would only run freely after the dogs on smooth 
ice ; and directly any hummocks were encoun- 
tered, the dogs, with their usual instinct, not to 
drag a sledge unless it does run h e l y ,  would lie 
down, and oblige Captain Young and his two men 
to unload and carry the packages, over the obsta- 
cle, upon their own backs. After this, snow-blind- 
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nrss c:me o n ;  Young and one of his inen be- 
Came blind as liittens; and the third man had to 
load, lead, and unload them, when tliese portages 
occurred. Young’s Esquiinaux dog-driver, Enm- 
uel, was quite blind when tlie party reached tlzc 
ship. Two clogs, not choosing to allom them- 
selves to be caught and put in harness, had been 
still left bchincl a t  tlic last encampment. 

Tliere still remains at  Fury Beach an imniense 
stack of preserved vegetnbIes and soups j the 
party supped off them and found them goocl. 
Young brought me back two specimen tins of 
(‘ carrots plain ” and ‘‘ carrots and gravy.” All 
small casla and packages were covered with 
mow ; of the large ones whicli appeared through 
it, lie saw thirty-four casks of flour, five of split 
-peas, five of tobacco, and four of sugar. Only a 
very few tons of coals remained. There mere 
two boats, Q short four-oared gig and alnrge cutter; 
the former required nothing but caulking to make 
her serviceable, but tlie latter had a large portion 
of one bow and side cut out, as if for inalring, or 
repniring flat sledges. 

We have now enough sugar to Iast us for seven 
or eight months, but by tlie survey of provisions 
which has just been completed, we find a defi- 
ciency of many other articles, iiiclucling three casks 
of salt beef. Fortumtely this is of no consequence 
as we have alnmdance of both salt and preserved 
meat, but it shows the allaiming extent to which 

No record was found. 
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n negligent steward may misled onc. This un. 
€ortunate man has now got scurvy ; .wmt of cscr- 
cise and fresh air is the apparent cause, coinbincd 
with irregular living ; tlie spirits lmvc hitherto 
been in his charge. 

The bustle of preparation for the extended 
searching journeys has been exciting. Hobson’s 
party snd niy own are now all prepared, and 
Young having rcturncd, we proposc setting out 
011 tlie 2d April - God willing. Young’s new 
sledge will be ready, and he mill also start a few 
days after us. All our winter defenccs of snow, 
our porches, our dcclc-layer, and our esternal em- 
bankment, liavc liecn removed. Dr. Walker, of 
necessity, rcrnains in chargc of thc ship, with two 
stewards, n cook, n carpcntei; and n stolrcr. -My 
party, as well as IIohson’s, will be provisioned, in- 
cluding the dcpOts, for an :ibseiice of about eiglity- 
four days; b u t  not being nblc to afford auxiliary 
or supporting sledge-parties, much time will be 
ocmpied in transporting our depOts further out, 
in order that we may start with as much as we 
can possibly carry, from thc Magnetic Pole, be- 
sides leaving there a depOt for our return. 

The declinometer was taken on board two clays 
ago ; Iiourly observations have becn made with it 
for 1 * 0 ~  than five months: we can no longer 
spare any One for this interesting duty. 

:I: :i: :I:  *: :I: 

24th t h Z C .  - One thing is certain, the wild sort 
19* 
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of tent-life we lead in Arctic exploration quite 
unfits *one for such tame work as writing up a 
journal ; my present attempt will illustrate the 
fact, - yet with such ample materials what a 
deeply interesting volume might be writtcri ! 
Since I last opened this familiar old diary- the 
repository alike or dry facts and the most trivial 
notes - winter has passed away, summer is fhr 
advanced, and the glorious sun is again returning 
southward. We too have endeavored to move on 
with the times and seasons. 

As for myself- I have visited Montreal Island, 
completed the exploration and circuit of Icing 
William’s Island, passing on foot through the only 
feasihle Nortli-West Passage; but all this is as 
nothing to the interest attached to the PruizkZf2 
mcords piclred up by ITobson, and now safe in my 
possession ! We now know the fate of the ‘Erebus’ 
and ‘ Terror.’ The sole object of our voyage has 
at lcngth been completed, and we anxiously await 
the time when escape from these bleak regions 
will become practicable. 

y: :I: * :i: y: 

The morning of April 2nd was inatispicioq but 
the day advanced the weather improved, SO 

that I-Iobson and I were able to set out upon our 
journeys; me each had a dedf;c drawn by four 
men, besides a dog-sledge, and dog-driver. Mr. 
Pe tersen having volunteered his serviccs to drive 
my dogs, - an offer too valuable to  be declined, 
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-managed my dog-sledge throughout. Our five 
starveling puppies were harnessed, for thc first 
time in their lives, to a small sledge which I drove 
myself, intending to sell them to the Esquimaux, 
if1 could get them to drag their own supply of 
provisions so far. The procession loolred imposing 
-it certainly was deeply interesting ; there were 
five sledges, twelve men, and seventeen dogs, the 
latter of all sizes and shapes. The ship hoisted 
the Royal Harwich Yacht flag, and our sledges 
displayed their gay silk banners; mine was n 
very beautiful one, given ine by Lady Pranlrliii ; 
it bears her name in white letters upon a red 
ground, and is margined with white embroidery ; 
it was worked by the sisters of Captain Collinson. 

The equipment of my sledge-party and the 
weights were as follows: those of Hobson and 
Young were almost precisely similar. 

Ibs. weight. 
Two slcdges nnd fitting complctc . . . . . . . .  110 
Tent, watcrproof blankct, floorcloth, two slccping-robcs, 

and six blnnkct slccpingbngs . . . . . . . .  90 
Cooking-utensils, shovcl, saw, snow-lcnifc, niid sundry smnll 

articles . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  40 
Sledge-gun and ammunition . . . . . . . .  20 
Mngnctic nnd nbtronomicnl instrumcnts . . . . . .  60 
Six knapsacks, containing spnrc clothing . . . . . .  GO 
Various tins and bags, in which provision and fucl were 

W ~ c d  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  60 
Articles for bartcr . . . . . . . . . . . .  40 
Provisions . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  930 

Total . . . . . .  I43O 
The load for each man to drag was fixed at 

._ 
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200 lhs., and for each dog 100 lbs. Our prori- 
sions consisted mainly of pemmican, biscuit, and 
tea, with a small addition of boiled pork, ruin, and 
some tobacco. 

The men being untrained to the work, and 
sledges heavily laden, our march was fatiguing 
and slow. We encamped that night upon the 
long lake. On thc second day we reached the 
western sea, and upon the third, aided by our 
sledge sails, we advanced some i d e s  beyond 
Arcedeckne Island. 

The various dep6ts carried ont with so much 
difficulty and danger in the autumn, were now 
gathered up as we advanced, until at  length we 
were so loaded as to be compelled to proceed with 
one-half at a time, going three times over the 
same ground. For six days this tedious mode 
of progression was persevered in, by which tiine 
(15th April) we reached the low limestone shore 
in latitude 71" 7' N., and which continues thence 
in almost a straight line southward for G O  or '70 
miles. We now commenced laying down provi- 
sions for our consumption upon the return jour- 
ney; and the snow being unusually level, we were 
able to advance with the whole of our remaining 
provisions, ainouiitiiig to nearly sisty d a p '  nllo\v- 
ance. 

13itherto the teinpcraturc continued low, often 
nearly 30" below zero, and at times with cutting 
north winds, briglxt sun, and intensely strang 



APR. 1859. MEET OLD ACQUAINTANCE. 225 

snow glare. Although we wore colored spectn- 
cles, yet almost all suffered great inconvenience 
and considerable pain from inflamed eyes. Our 
faces were blistered, lips and hands cmclred, - 
never were men more disfigured by the combined 
eirects of bright sun and bitterly cold winds j for- 
tunately no serious frost-bites occurred, but frost- 
bitten faces and fingers were universal. 

On the 20th April, in latitude ’io? N., we met 
two families of natives, comprising twelve indi- 
viduals j their snow-huts were upon the ice three- 
quarters of a mile off shore, and their occupation 
was seal-hunting. They were the same people 
with whom I had coininunicated at Cape Victoria 
in February. 

Old Oo-na-lee laid his hands on Petersen’s 
shoulders to ineasnre their width, and said, “He 
is fatter now : ” true enough, the February tem- 
perature and sharp marching had caused us both 
at that time to shrink considerably. 

c 

Their snow-huts were built in the above form, 
the common entrance and both passages b&ng 

P 
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just sufficiently high to get in without having 
to cravl upon our hands and knees. A slab of 
ice in tlie roof admitted suiricient light. A snow 
bank or bench two feet high, and occupying half 
tlie area of each hut, was covered with reindeer 
skins, and formed the faniily place of repose. An 
angular snow bench served as the kitchen table, 
and immediately bcsidc it sat the lady of the 
establishment attending the stone lamp which 
stood thereon, and the stone-cookiiig vessel sus- 
pended over it. The lamp was a shaIlow open 
vessel, the fuel seal oil, and the wick dried moss. 
Rer 6‘ tinder-box ” mas a little seal-skin bag of soft 
dry moss, and with a lump of iron pyritcs and a 
broken file she struck fire upon it. I purchascd 
the file because it was marliecl with the Govern- 
ment broad arrow. 

We saw two large snow sliovels made of ina- 
hogany board, some long spear handlcs, a bow of 
English wood, two preserved-meat tins, and a dcal 
case which might have once contained ;L large 
telescope or a barometer ; it measured 3 feet 1 
inch in length by 0 inches wide and 3; inches 
deep ; there was no lid, but part of the brass 
hinges remained. 

I also purchased knife which Some indis- 
tinct markings upon it, such as ship’s cutlasses or  
swords usually have ; thc man told 11s it had been 
piclced up on the shore near whcre a ship lay 
stranded; that iIj was then about the length of 
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his arm, but his countryman who pickcrl it up 
hrolre it into lengtlis to ninlic knives. 

After much aiisioiis inquiry wc 1e:arncd that 
two ships lind h e n  sccn by thc nativcs of I h g  
TVilliain’s Island; oiic of thein mas sccn to siiili 
in  deep watci; and notliiiig T V ~ S  obtaiiiccl from 
hcr, a circurnstnnce at which they expressed 
iiiuch regrct ; but the othcr mas forccd on shore 
by the ice, where tliey suppose she still reniains, 
but is much l~rolrcii. Prom this ship they havc 
obtained most of their wood, &c. j and Oot- 
loo-lilc is the nainc of the place where shc 
groundcd. 

Formerly inany nntives lived there, now ~7ery 
few remain. All thc nativcs havc obtninecl plenty 
of tlic wood. 

The most of this inforination was givcn us by 
the young man who sold the knife. Old Oo-na- 
lee, wlio drew the rough chart for me in March, 
to shovv where the ship sank, nom answercd our 
questions respecting thc one forced on shore ; mt 
a syllable abont her did he nieiition on the forincr 
occasion, although we aslrcd whether they Bncw 
of only one ship ? I think hc would ivillingly 
Iiave kept us in ignorance of the mrcclr being 
upon tlieir coasts, and that the young inan unwitr 
tingly made it lrnowii to lis. 

The latter also told us that the body of n m m  
was found on board the ship ; that he niust, have 
been a very large man, and had long teeth j this 
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is all he recollected having been told, for he was 
quite a child a t  the time. 

They both told us it WAS in the fall of the year 
- that is, August or September - when the diips 
were destroyed ; that all the white people went 
away to the ‘‘ large river,” taking a boat or boats 
with them, and that in the following winter their 
bones were found there. 

These two Esquimaux f&milies had been up as 
far north as the Tasmania Group:$ in latitude 
71r N., and were returning to Neitchillse, hunt- 
ing seals by the way; those we met at Cape 
Victoria had already gone there. The nearest 
natives to us at present, they mid, were resid- 
ing at the island of Amitobe, tcn days’ journey 
distant from here. Can this Amitokc be Matty 
Island ? 

We purchased some seal’s blubber and flesh, as 
well as their two only dogs; but next morning 
0 0 - i d e e  repented his bargain, or feigned to do so, 
but as he came without tlie knife to exchange 
back we retained his dog; he tried to steal a 
tin vessel off one of the sledges, and perhaps i t  
was for the purpose of regaining our favor tllat 
he made known to US, just as we wcrc starting, 
that his countrymen had followed niy homeward 

S Tliesc islnnds were 80 nanicd by mc, nt tlic request of Lady Franklin, 
in grateful ncknowlc(kmerlt of many proofs of affcctionnto sympntliy YO- 

ceivcd froin tho colony wllicl] ltcr Iiusbun(1 prcsidod for bevcral years, 
and, in particular, of f l lo  1al.P contributions raised tlicro in aid of licr 
expoditions of search. 
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track in March, discovering my depat of blub- 
ber, articles for barter, and two revolvers, and 
carried them a11 off to  NEitchillZe,--by no means 
pleasant intelligence ; their dogs must have 
enabled them to find the blubber by scenting 
it, for it was buried under 4 feet of snow, and 
strong winds obliterated all traces upon the 
surface. 

I was now glad we had purchased both the 
dogs of the men, as it would probably prevent 
their seeking for our depats to the northward; 
the knowledge of the insecurity of all depats 
amongst these people will keep us on our guard 
for the future. I regretted the loss of the pistols, 
as it left my party with no other arms than two 
guns. 

Oo-na-lee told us when we first met him that 
one of his countrymen was very sick ; not seeing 
a sick man in their huts, we forgot all about it 
until after starting, when Petersen interpreted to 
me Oo-ndee’s parting information, and told me 
Iiow he described that the breech of the revolver 
turned round; it then occurred to  me that one of 
the men might have been wounded, - they lind 
discovered how to cock the loclrs, and the pistols 
were loaded and capped. 

Oo-ndee was well acquainted with the const- 
line up to Bellot Strait, and had names for the 
different headlands, although he had never been 
so far north ; he made many inquiries about the 

20 
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popition of our ship, her size, and the number of 
men. Had he been able to travel so far with l i ip  
wife and several young children, and without 
sledge or dcgs, I think he certainly would have 
gone up to Port ILnnedy; we did not give him 
any cncooragement to  do so. His wife was one 
of the most importunate of the many wonien we 
s:tw at Cape Victoria in March. She was the 
woman who pluclred out an infant by its arni 
from inside her dress, and exposed it regardless 
of -90" and a fresh wind, as I have previously 
told. 

The information respecting 80th the missing 
ships mas most important, and it remained €or 11s 
to discover, if possible, the stranded ship. 

Continuing our journey, we crossed a wide bay 
upon level ice, and the most perfectly smooth 
hard snow I ever saw; there must have been 
much open water here late last autumn. Seven 
or eight snow huts, recently abandoned, were 
found near the magnetic pole. During the 25t11, 
2Gth, and 27tl1, we werc confined to our tents by 
a very heavy soutl.1-east gale, with severe cold. 
Early on the 28th we reached Cape Victoria; 
here Hobson and 1 separated. Re  marelled di- 
rect for Cape Felix, King William's Land, qrhilst 
I kept a more southerly course. Not daring to 
leave depats upon this coast, we carried on our 
whole supply, intending to deposit a small portion 
upon the Clarence Islands. 



APR. 1853. MISS TIIE CLARENCE ISLANDS. 231 

Hobson \vas unwell when we parted, complain- 
ing of stiffness and pain in his legs; neither of 
11s then suspectccl tlie cause. I gave him dirco- 
tions to search the west coast of King William’s 
Island for the stranded ship and for records, and 
to act upon such information as he might obtain 
in this way, or fiom the natives ; but should that 
sliorc prove destitute of traces, to carry out if 
possible our original plan for the completion of 
discovery and senrcli upon Victoria Land, coin- 
prising the blank space between the cstremes 
visited by Captain Collinson and Mr. Wynniatt. 

I sooii fonad that my party had to labor across 
a rough pack ; nor was it unLil the third day that 
wc complctcrl the traverse of the strait, mid en- 
cninpcd ncar to the entrance of Port Parry, iii 
King Willi,zm’s Island. Rltliougli the weatlier mas 
clear, and that by our reckoning we passed di- 
rectly over the assigned position of the two sou& 
ern of tlie Clarence Islands, yet we saw nothing 
of them. 

A day mas devoted to  securing a depot in a 
huge inass of grounded ice, and in repairing and 
drying equipment, or, to speak niow correctly, 
in getting rid of the ice which encumbored our 
sleeping bags and gear; this we effected by be& 
ilig t l ~ m  well and exposing tlicm to the direct 
rays of tllc sun. Magnetic and other obaervatiolls 
gave me ample employment, the only i~iznzcdLate 
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result of which was my being almost snow-blind 
for the two following days. 

On May 2nd we set off again briskly ; our load 
being diminished to thirty days’ provisions, and 
the sledge sail set, we soon reached the Iand, and 
travelled along it for Cape Sabine; it was very 
thick weather, and we wcre unable to see any 
distance in consequence of the mist and snow- 
drift. The following day was no better, and the 
shore, which we dared not leave to cross the bays, 
was extremeIy low. 

We soon discovered that we had strayed in- 
land; but, guided by the wind, continucd our 
course. Upon May 4th we descended into Wel- 
lington Strait, and the weather being tolerably 
clear, crossed over to the south-west extreme of 
Matty Island, in the hope of meeting with natives, 
no traces of them having been met with since 
leaving Cape Victoria. Off this south-west point 
we found cz deserted village of nearIy twenty 
snow huts, besides several others, within a few 
miles upon either side of it; in all of them I 
found shavings or chips of different kinds of wood 
from the lost expedition ; they appeared to have 
been abandoned onIy within a fortnight or tIiree 
weeks. Abundance of blubber was gathered up 
to increase our stock of fuel, and had we en- 
camped here, the dogs would have feasted sump- 
tuously off the scraps and bones of seals strewed 
about. 
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The runners (or sides) of some old sledges left 
here were very ingeniously formed out of rolls of 
seal-skin, about 38 feet  long, and flattened so as to 
be 2 or 3 inches wide and 5 inchcs high ; the seal- 
skins appeared to have been well soaked and then 
rolled up, flattened into the required form and d- 

lowed to freeze. The underneath part was coated 
with a niisture of moss and ice laid smoothly on 
by hand before being allowed to freeze, the moss, 
I suppose, answering the purpose of hair in mortar, 
to make the compound adhere morc firmly. 

From this spot the shore-line of Matty Island 
turned sharply to tlic N.N.E.; tliere merc some 
considerablc islands to the east, but thinking the 
most southerly of this group, named ~~0.cvut-iii ” 

by the Esyuimnux, the most Iilrely place to‘ find 
the natives, I puslied on in that direction until 
we encamped. Thick fog ciiveloped us fer the 
next two days ; we could not find the island, but 
found a very small islet near it, off which was 
another snow-village very rcceritly abandoned, 
tlie sledge traclrs plainly showing tlia t the inhnb- 
itants had gonc to thc E.N.E., which is straight for 
NZitchillGe. It was now evidciit that these places 
of winter resort were deserted, and tlrat liere at 
least IVC should not find any nativcs; I was the 

3L* 
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more sorry at having missed them, as, from the 
quantity of wocd chips about the hntq they prob- 
ably had visited the stranded ship alluded to by 
the last Esquimaux we had met, and the route to 
which lies up an inlet visible from here, and then 
overland three or four days’ journey to the west- 
.ward7 until the opposite coast of King William’s 
Land is reached. 

The largest huts measnred 12 feet in diameter, 
by 6 or 7 feet high; the greater part were con- 
structed in pairs, having a passage 20 or 25 feet 
long, serving as the common entrance ; where the 
passage divides into two branches, there was a 
small hut, which served as a sort of ante-chamber 
for the reception of such articles as were intended 
to remain frozen. 
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C H A P T E R  X I V .  

Meet Esquimaux --News of ~ r a n k ~ i n ’ s  people - Frighten a solitnry 
pnrtg-Rencli tlie Great Fish Rivcr - On Montrenl Island-Total 
absence of all relics-Examine Oglc Peninsula - Discover n skeleton 
-Vagucncss of Esquimaux information- Cape Hcrschcl- Cairn. 

’7th May. -To avoid snow-blindness, we com- 
nienced night-marching. Crossing over from 
Matty Island towards the King William Island 
shore, we continued our march southward until 
midnight, when wc had the good fortune to arrive 
at  an inliabited snow-village. We found here ten 
or twelve huts and thirty or foriy natives of King 
William’s Island ; I do not think any of them had 
ever seen white people alive before, but they 
evidently knew us to be friends. We halted at  a 
little distance, and pitched our tent, the better to 
secure small articles from being stolen whilst we 
Bartered with them. 

I purchased from them six pieces of silver 
plate, bearing thc crests or initids of Franklin, 
Crozier, Fairholme, and McDonald ; they also sold 
us bows and arrows of English woods, uniform and 
other buttons, and offered 11s a heavy sledge rnde 
of tn7o short stout pieces of curved wood, which 
no mere boat could have furnished them with, but 
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this of course we could not talre away ; the silver 
spoons and forks were readily sold for four needles 
each. 

They were most obliging and peaceably d is  
posed, but could not resist the temptation to steal, 
and mere importunate to barter everything they 
possessed; there was not a trace of fear, every 
countenance was lighted up with joy ; evcn the 
children were not sliy, nor bnckmard either, in 
crowding about us, and poking in cverywhere. 
One man got hold of our saw, and tried to retain 
it, holding it behind his back, and presenting ]lis 
knife in exchange; we mighh have had some trou- 
ble in getting it from hini, Iind not one of my 
men mistaken his object in presenting the knife 
towards me, and run out of tlie tent with n gun 
in his hand ; the saw was instantly returned, and 
these poor people seemed to tliinlc they never 
could do enough to convince us of their friendli- 
ness ; thcy repeatedly tapped me gcntly on the 
breast, repcating the words ‘‘ Ibmmik toomee ” 
(We are friends). 

Having obtained all the relics they possessed, 
I purchased some seal’s flesh, blubber, fiozeli 
venison, dried and frozen salmon, and sold some 
of ny puppies. They told us it was five clays’ 
journey to tlic wreck,-one day up the inlet 
still in sight, and four days overlalld ; this would 
carry them to tlie western coast of IGcg William 
Land ; they added that but little now reinained 
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of the wreck which mas accessible, their country- 
men having carried almost everything away. In 
answcr to  an inquiry, they said she was witbout 
masts; the question gave rise to some laughter 
amongst them, and they spoke to each other about 

$re, from which Petersen thought they had burnt 
the masts through close to the deck in order to 
get tliein down. 

There had been nzany Books they said, but a11 
have long ago been destroyed by the weather; 
the ship mas forced on shore in the fall o i  the 
year by the ice. She had not been visited during 
this past winter, and an old woman and a boy 
were shown to 11s who were the Inst to visit the 
wreck ; they said they had been st it during the 
,viu ter of 18 5 7-8. 

Petersen questioned the woinan closely, and 
she seemed anxious to give all the information 
in her power, She said many of the white men 
dropped by the way as they went to the Great 
River ; that sonic wcre buried and some were not ; 
they !lid not tliemselves vvitness this, but discov- 
ered their bodies during tlie winter following. 

We could not arrive at my approximatioil to 
the iiumbers of the white inen iior of the peas 
elapsed since they were lost. 

Tliis was all the information we could obtain, 
and it was with great dificulty so much could be 
gIeaiieil, the dialect being strange to Petersen, and 
the natives far more inclined to ask questions 
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than to answer them. They assured us we should 
find natives upon the south shore of King Wil- 
liani's Island only three days' journey from here, 
and also at Montreal Island ; moreover they said 
we might find some a t  the wreck. For these 
reasons I did not prolong my stay with them be- 
yond a couple of hours. They seemed to have 
but little intercourse with other communities, not 
having heard of our visit to the Boothiam two 
months before ; one man even askcd Yetersen if 
he had seen his brother, who lived in Boothia, 
not having heard of hiin since last summer. 

It was quite a relief to get away from these 
good-humored, noisy thieves, and rather difficult 
too, as some of' them accompanied us for miles. 
They had abundance of food, were well clothed, 
and are a finer race than those who inhabit North 
Greenland, or Pond's Inlet: the men had their 
hair cropped short, with the exception of one 
long, straggling lock hanging clown on each side 
of the face; like the Boothians, the women had 
lines tattooed upon their cheeks and chins. 

We now proceeded round a bay which I named 
Latrobe in honor of the late Governor of Victo- 
ria, and of his brother, the head of the Mor:Lvian 
Church in London, both esteemed friends of 
Franklin. 

Finding the "Mathison Island" of Rae to be a 
flabtopped hill, we crossed over low land to the 
west of it, and upon the morning of the 10th May 
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reached a single snow hut o f f  Point Booth. I 
was quite astonished at the number of poles and 
various articles of wood lying about it, also at the 
huge pile of walrus’ and reindeer’s flesh, seal’s 
blubber, and skins of various sorts. We had 
abundance of leisure to examine these exterior 
articles before the inmates would venture out; 
they were evidently much alarmed by our sudden 
appearance. 

A remarkably fine old dog was tied at  the en- 
trance-the line being made fast within the 
long passage - and although he wagged his tail, 
and received US as old acquaintances, we did not 
like to attempt an entrance. At length an old 
man and an old woman appeared; they trcm- 
bled wibh fear, and could not, or would not, say 
anything except ‘6Kammil.i toomee C’ we tried 
every means of allaying their fears, but their 
wits seemed paralyzed, and we could get no infor- 
mation. We asked where they got the wood 1 
They purchased it from their countrymen. Did 
they know the Great River? Yes, but it was a 
long way off. Were there natives there now? 
Yes. They even denied all knowledge of white 
people having died upon their shores. A fine 
young man came out of the hut, but we could 
learn nothing of him; they said they had noth- 
ing to barter, except what we saw, although we 
tempted then1 by displaying our store of knives 
md needles. 
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The wind was strong and fair, and the morning 
intensely cold, and as I could not hope to over- 
come the fears of these poor people without en- 
camping, and staying perhaps a day with them, I 
determined to push on, and presented the old 
lady with a needle as a parting g i k  

The principal articles which caught niy atten- 
tion here were eight or ten fir poles, varying in 
length from 5 to 10 feet, and up to 2fr inches in 
diameter (these were converted into spear 1iandIes 
and tent poles), a kayak paddle constructed out I 

of the blade of two ash oars, and two large snow 
shovels 4 feet long, made of thin plank, painted 
white or pale yellow; these might have been 
the bottom boards of a boat. Thcrc were many 
smaller articles of wood. 

I-Ialf a mile further on we found seven or eight 
deserted snow huts. Bad weather had now fairly 
set in, accompanied by a most unseasonable d& 
p e e  of cold. On thc morning of the 12th May 
we crossed Point Ogle, and encamped upon the 
ice in the Great Fish River the same evening; 
the cold and the darlcness of our more southern 
latitude, having obliged us to return to  dny-travel- 
ling. All the 13th we were imprisoned our 
tent by a most furious gale, nor was it until late 
on the morning of the 14th that we could pro- 
ceed; that evening we encamped 2 miles from 
some small islands which lie off the north end of 
Montreal Island. 
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On the morning of the 15th we made only a 
sliort march of G miles, as one of the men suffered 
severely from snow-blindness, and I was anxious 
to recoinnicnce nighbtravelling ; encamped in a 
little bay upon the N.E. side of Montreal Island. 
The same evening we again set out, although it 
was blowing very strongly, and ‘6 snowing for a 
wager,” as the inen expressed it, but it was only 
necessary for us to keep close along the shore of 
the island : we discovered, however, a narrow and 
crooked channel wliich led us through to the west 
side of the island, and, one of the men appearing 
seriously ill, we encamped about midnight. 

Whilst encamped this day7 explor a t’ ions were 
made about the N.E. quarter o€ the island ; islets 
and rocks were seen to abound in all directions; 
eventually it proved to be a separate island upon 
wliich we had encamped. The only traces or 
relics of Europeans found were the following ar- 
ticles, discovered by Petersen, beside n native 
marl< (one large stone set upriglit on the top 
of another), at  the east side of the Main-or 
Montreal - island :- h piece of preserved meat 
tin, two pieces of iron hoop, some scraps of cop- 
per, and an iron-hoop bolt. These probably are 
pnrt of thc plunder obtained froin the boat, and 
were left here until tt more favorable opportunity 
should offer, or perhaps necessity should compel 
tlie depositor to return for them. 

All. the lGth we were unable to move, not 01lly 
21 - 0  
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because IImnpton was ill, but the weather was 
extremely bail, and snow thickly €alliiig with tcm- 
perature at zero ; certainly strange wenther for 
the middle of M:LY ! Wc liavc not llnd a single 
clear day since the 1st of the month 

On the 17th the weather, though dull, 'was 
clear, so Mr. Petersen, Thompson, and J, set off 

of Montreal Island, leaving the other threc nien 
with tlie tent : we hoped also to find natives, but 
had not seen any recent traces of them simc 
passing Point Booth. Petersen drove the dog- 
sledge close along shore round tlic island to the 
south, and as €ar up tlic cast side as to meet our 
previously cxplored portion of it, wliilst Thomp- 
son and I wdlied along on the land, the one close 
down to the I)each, and tlie other higher up, ex- 
amining the more conspicuous parts: in this order 
we traversed the reinaining portion of the island. 

Although tlie snow scrved to conceal from us 
any traces which might exist in hollows or sliel- 
tered situations, yet it rendered all objects in- 
tended to Serve as marks proportionably con- 
spicuous ; and we may reincmbcr that it was ill 
its winter garb that the retreating creiry saw 
Montreal Island, precisely as we ourselves saw it. 
Tlic island was almost covered with native marks, 
usually of onc stom atanding npright npoii an- 
0 ther, sornctillles consisting of thee stones, I I U ~  
very rarely of n greater number. 

wit11 the dogsledge to complete the examin n t. 1011 
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No trace of a cairn could he found. 
In examining, with pickaxe and shovel, a col- 

lection or stones which appeared to be arranged 
artificially, we found a quantity of seal's blubber 
buried bcneatli ; this old Esquimaux c&che was 
near the S.E. point of the island. The interior of 
the island and the principal islets adjacent were 
also examined without success, nor was there the 
slightest evidence of natives having been here 
during tlic winter: it is not to be wondered at 
that we returned in the evening to our tent some- 
what dispirited. The total absence of natives 
was a bitter disappointment ; circles of stones, 
indicaQing the sites of tlicir tenting places in sum- 
mer, were common enough, 

Montreal Islr~nd is of primary rock, chiefly grey 
gneiss, traversed with whitish vertical bands in n 
N. and S. direction (by thein I often directed my 
route when crossing tlie island). It is of' con- 
siderable elevation, and extremely rugged. The 
low beaches and grassy hollows were covered 
with n foot or two of hard snow, whilst all the 
level, the elcvatcd, or exposed parts were swcpt 
perfectly bare ; had a cairn, or even a grave ex- 
isted (raised as it must be, the earth bciiig frozen 
hard as rock), TVC must at once hnve scen it. If 
any were constructed t h y  must hnve bcen lev- 
elled the mtivcs ; evcry daub tful appearance 
was examined with the pic1caxe. 

A reniark made by my nlen struck me 8 s  being 
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shrewd ; they judged from the washed appear- 
ance of the rock upon tlie east side of Montreal 
lslnnd that it must $e often exposed. to 3 con- 
siderable sea, such as would effectually remove 
everything not placed far above its reach ; when 
loolring over tlie smooth and frozen expanse one 
is apt to forget this. 

Since our first lcnding upon King William’s 
Island we have not met with any heavy ice ; all 
along its eastern and southern shore, together 
with the estuary of this great river, is one vast 
unbrolren sheet formed in the early part of last 
winter where iio ice p?~cz~a’oiuZy cxhkd;  this I fancy 
(from the accounts of Back and Anderson) is 
unusual, and may have caused tlie Esquimaux to 
vary their seal-hun ting localities. Mr. Petersen 
suggested that they might liave retired into the 
various inlets after tlie seals; and therefore I 
determined to cross over into Barrow’s Inlet as 
soon as we had esainined the Point Ogle Penin- 
sula. 

Upon Montreal Island I shot a hare and a brace 
of willow-grouse. Up to this date we had shot 
during our journey only one bear and ;I couple 
of‘ ptarmigan. The first recent traces of reindeer 
were met with here. 

On the 18th May crossed over to the mainland 
near Point DLincali, but I-Iampton ngnin complnin- 
ing, I was obliged to encamp. When away from 
my party, and exploring along the shore towards 
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Elliot Bay, I saw a herd of eight reincleer and 
succeeded in shooting one of them. In tEic 
evening Petersell saw mothei-. Some ~r~illow- 
grouse also were seen. Here we found much 
more vegetation than upon Icing William’s Isl- 
and, or any other Arctic land I havc yet seen. 

On the evening of the 19th we comnienced 
our return journey, but for the three following 
weeks our route led us over new ground. 
Humpton being unable to drag, I mndc over 
my puppy-team to him, and was thus left free 
to explore end fully examine every doubtful 
object along our route. I shall not easily for- 
get the trial my patience underwent during the 
six wceks that I drove that dog-slcdge. The 
leader of my team, named “Omar Pa~ha,” was 
very willing, but very ltrnie ; little “Rose” was 
coquettish, and fonder of being caressed than 
whipped; from some cause or other she ceased 
growing when only a few w-onths old ; she was 
tlierefore far too srnsll for lienvy worlr ; ‘‘ Darlry” 
and “Missy” were mere pups; and last of all 
came the two wretched starvelings, reared in the 
winter, ‘‘ Foxey ’7 and ‘‘ Dolly.” Each dog hac1 its 
OWIT liarnesg formed of strips of canvas, and mas 
attached to tlie sledge by a single trace 12 
feet long. Eone of them lisd ever been y o I d  
before, and the amount of cunning anc~ perversity 
they displayed to avoid bot11 the whip and tho 
work, was quite astonishing. They bit through 

21” 
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their traces, and hid away under the sledge, or 
IenpecI 0~7er onc mother’s backs, so as to get into 
the middle of the tenin out of the way of my 
tvhip, until thc traccs bccame plaited up, and tlic 
dogs wcre almost kiiotted togethcr ; the conse- 
qiierice was I liad to halt every few minutes, pull 
off my mitts, and, at the risk of frozen fingers, 
disentangle the lines. I persevered, however, and, 
without breaking any of t h i r  hones, succcecled 
in getting a surprising amount of morli out of 
them. IIobson drove his own dog-sledge like- 
ivisc, and as long ns we were together we helped 
each other out of difficulties, and they were fre- 
quently occurring, for, apart from those I have 
above mentioned, directly a dog-sledge is stopped 
by Iiumrnoclr, or sticks fast in deep snow, the 
dogs, instead of exerting themselves, lie down, 
looking perfectly delighted at the circumstancc, 
and the driver has t o  cxtricate tlie sledge with a 
hearty one, two, three Iiaul! and apply a little 
gentle persuasion to set his canine team in motion 
again. 

Having searclicd the east shore of this land 
for 7 or 8 miles further north, me crosseci Over 
into Barrow’s Inlet, and spent n.day in its el;- 
itmination, but not a trace of natives was met 
with. 

.&pining the shore of Detisc and Simpson’s 
Strait, somc miles to the west of Point Richard- 
Ban, wc crossed over to King William’s Idand 
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upon the inorning of the 24th, striking in upon 
it a short distance west of thc Peffer I” Liver. 
The south coast was closely exanlined as we 
marched along towards Cape I-Ierschcl. Upon 
a conspicuous point, to the westward of Point 
Gladman, a cairn nearly five feet high was seen, 
which, although it did not appear to be a recent 
construction, was taken down, stone by stone, and 
carefully examined, the ground bencath bciiig 
broken 1113 with the pickase, but nothing was 
covered. 

The ground about it WRS inucli cxposed to  the 
iviiids, a id  consequently devoid o i  snow, so that 
no trace codd hnvc escaped us. Simpson does 
not ineiithi having 1:mded here, or anywhere 
upon the islilld cscept at Cnpe PIcrschel, yet it 
seemed to me stmiige that natives sliould con- 
struct such n, mark here, sincc a liuge boulder, 
which would equally serve their purpose, stood 
npon the same elevation, and within a conplc of 
liundred yzrds. We had previously examined a 
siinihi- but sizzaller cairn, a few miles to the east- 
Ward. 

We were nom upon the shore along which 
tllc retreating crews must have inarchcd. My 
sledges of course travelled upon the sea-ice 
cbsc along the shore ; and, although thc de@ 
of s n ~ w  which covered the beach. dcprived 11s 

of nhnost cvery h o p ,  yet Tve l q t  a, very sliaqi 
lool<-Out for traces, were we unsuccessful. 
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Shortly after midnight of the 24th May, whcn 
slowly ~iralking along a gravel ridge near the 
beach, which the winds kept partially bare of 
snow, I came upon a human slreleton, partly 
exposed, with hcre and there a few fragments 
of clothing appearing through the snow. The 
skeleton - now perfectly bleached - was lying 
upon its face, the limbs and smaller bones either 
dissevered or p a w e d  away by small animals. 

A most careful examination of the spot was of 
course made, the snow removed, and every scrap 
of clothing pthered up. A pocketrbook afforded 
strong grounds of hope that some information 
might be subsequently obtained respecting the 
unfortunate owner and the calamitous march of 
the lost crews, but at the time it was frozen hard. 
The substance of that which we gleaned upon 
the spot may thus Be summed up : - 

This victim was a young man, slightly built, 
and perhaps above the common height j the dress 
appeared to be that of a steward or officer’s ser- 
vant, the loose bow-knot in which his neck-hand- 
lrcrcliief was tied not being used by seamen or 
officers. In  every particular the dress confirmed 
our conjectures as to his rank or office in tlie late 
expedition,- the blue jacket with slashed sleeves 
and braided edging, and the pilot-cloth great-coat 
jvith plain covered buttons. We fotind, also, a 
clotlics-brush near, and a horn pocket-comb. This 
poor man seems to have selected the bare ridge 
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top, as affording the least tiresome wnllr in~ and 
to have fallen up011 his fhce in the position in 
which we found him. 

It was n melancholy truth that the old wo~~iaii 
spoke when die said, “ they fell down and died as 
they walked along.” 

I do not tliinlr the Esqitirimts h :~ l  discovered 
this slreleton, or tliey would liave carried off the 
brush and comb : supwstition prevents them from 
disturbing their own dead, but  mould not keep 
them from appropriating the property of the 
white man i i  in any way useful to them. Dr. 
Rae obtained a piece of flannel, marked ‘‘F. D. V., 
1845,” from the Esquimaux of Boothin or Repulse 
Bay: it had doubtless been n part of poor Des 
Vceus’s gnrrnents. 

At the time of our interview with the natives 
of King William’s Island, Peterscn \vas inclined to 
think that the retreat of tlie crews took place in 
the fall of the year, some of the men in boats, and 
others wallriiig along the shore ; and as only five 
bodies are said to have been found upon Mviitrenl 
Island with the boat, this fact favored his opinion, 
because so small a number could not have dragged 
her there over the ice, although they could very 
easily have taken her there by water. Subsc- 
pe11tly this opinion proved erroneous. I mention 
it because it shows how vague our information 
was -- indeed all Esquimnur; accounts are nat*n- 
ralIy SO - and how entirely we were dependent 

?’ 
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upon our own exertion8 for bringing to light the 
mystery of their fate. 

The in€ormation obtained by Dr. Rae was 
mainly derived second-hand from tlie Fish River 
Esquimaux, and should not be confounded with 
that received by us from the King William’s 
Island Esquimnux. These people told us they 
did not find the bodies of the white men (that is, 
they did not know any had died upon the march) 
until the following winter. This is probably true, 
as it is only in winter and early spring they can 
travel overland to the west shore, or that they 
make a practice of wandering along tlie shore in 
search of seals and bears. 

The remains of those who died in the Fish 
River may very probably have been discovered in 
the summer shortly after their decease. 

Along the south coast of King William’s Land, 
as upon the mainland, I was sadly disappointed in 
my expectation of meeting natives. We found 
only six or eight deserted snow huts, showing that 
they had recently been here, and consequently 
there was the less chance of meeting with them 
on our further progress, as the season had now 
arrived when they seek the rivers and the favor- 
ite haunts and passes of tlie reindeer in their 
northern migration. 

Hobson wag h~wever  upon the western coast, 
2nd I hoped to find 4 note left for me at Cape 
Herschel containing Some piece of good news. 



JI'Clictocli's trxvellin: party diicorering the remain. of Cairn at Cape Iler~chel 
I 
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After minutely examining tho intcrveniiig cotist- 
line, it was with strong and rcasoiiable hope 1 
ascended the slope wliicll is crowned by Simpson’s 
conspicuous cairn. This summit of Cnpc I-Ierschcl 
is lydiaps 150 feet high, and about a quarter of 
n mile within the low stony point which projects 
from it, and on which there  as considerable ice 
pressure and a few huinmoclrs heaped up, the first 
we had seen for three weelis. Close round this 
point, or by cutting across it as we did, the re- 
treating parties must have passed; and the op- 
portunity afforded by thc cairn of depositing in 
a known position- and that, too, where their 
own discoveries terminated - some record of 
their own proccedings, or, it might be, cz por- 
tion of their scientific journals, ~vould scarcely 
have been disregarded. 

Siinpson makes no mention of having left a 
record in this cairn, nor would E’ranlrlin’s pcople 
have taken any trouble to find i t  if he had left 
one ; but what now remained of this once cL poll- 
derous cairn” was only four feet high; the south 
side liad been pulled down and the central stones 
removed, as if by persons seeking for somcthing 
deposited beneath. After removing the snow with 
which it was filled, and a few loose stones, the 
incn laid bare a large slab of limestone; with 
dificlllty this was removed, then a sccond, and 
also a third slab, wlien they to the ground 
For sometime we persevered with a pickaxe in 
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breaking up the frozcn earth, but nothing what- 
ever was found, nor any trace of European visitors 
in its vicinity. There were many old caches and 
low stone walls, such as natives would use to lurk 
behind for the purpose of shooting reindeer; and 
we noticed some recent tracks of those animals 
which had crossed direct hither from the main- 
land. 
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C H A P T E R  XV. 

Tho cairn found empty-Discover Hobson’s letter-Discovcry of Cro- 
zicr’s rccord - Tho deserted bont - Articlcs discovcrcd nbout tho bont 
-Tho skolctons nnd rclics - Tho bont bclongcd to tho ‘ Ercbus ’- Con- 
jccturcs. 

As the Esquimaux of this land, as well as those of 
Bootliia and Pond’s Inlet, have long since given 
up the practice of building stone dwellings- 
passing their winters in snow huts, and summers 
in tents -no other traces of them than those de- 
scribed remain ; so that when or in what num- 
bers they may have been here one cannot form 
any opinion, the same ci3ches and hiding-placcs 
serving for generations. 

I cannot divest myself of the belief that SOIIZC 

record was Z@t here by the retreating crews, and 
pediaps some most valuable documents which 
their slow progress and fast failing strength would 
have assured them could not be carried inucli fur- 
ther. If any such mere left they have been dis- 
covered by the natives, and carried 0% or tlirown 
a~way as worthless. Doubtless the natives, Tvlm 
they ascertained famine and fatigue Il:d 
caused inany of the white lncn ( 6  to fh11 down and 
die ” upon their fearful march, and heard, as they 

22 
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might have done, of its fatal termination lipon 
the mainland, lost no timc in following up their 
traces, examining every spot where they halted, 
every mark thcy put up, or stone displaced. 

It is easy to tell whether a cairn has been put 
up or touched within a moderate period of years ; 
if very old, the outer stones have a weathered 
appearance, lichens will have grown upon tlie 
sheltered portions and moss in the crevices ; but 
if recently disturbed, even if a single stone is 
turned upside down, these appearances are al- 
tered. If a cairn has been receiitly built i t  will 
be evident, because the stones piclted up from 
the neighborhood would be bleached on top by 
the exposure of centuries, whilst underneath they 
would be colored by the soil in which they were 
imbedded. To the eye of tlie native hunter these 
marks of a recent cairn are at once apparent: 
and unless Simpson’s cairn (built in 1839) had 
been disturbed by Crozier, I do not think the 
Esquimaux would have been at the trouble of 
pulling it down to plunder the cache ; but hav- 
ing commenced to do so, would not have left any 
of it standing, ziialess they fouiid what the9 sou@. 

I noticed with great care the appearance of the 
stones, and came to the conclusion that the cairn 
itself was of old date, and had been erected many 
years ago, and that it ww reduced to the state in 
which we found it by people having broken down 
one side of it; the displaced stones, from being 
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the Admiralty, London, with a note of th the and place at which it wa 

Consul at the neares't Port. 

QUINCONQUE trouvera ce papier est prid d'y maiquet le terns et lieu o 

Britannique 'a Londres. 

del Almirantazgo, en LondrCs, con una nota del tiempo y del lugar 

Marine der Nederland 
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FINDEREN af dette .Papiir ombedes, naar Leilighed gives, at sende 

onskes venskabeligt paategnet. 

WER diesen ZetteI iindet, wird hier-durch ersucht denselben an den 
Secretair des Admiralitets in London einzusenden, mit gefilliger angabe 
an welchen ort und zu welcber zeit er 
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turned over, looking far more fresh than those in 
that portion of the cairn which liad been left stand- 
ing. It was with a feeling of deep regret and 
much disappointment that I lefi this spot without 
finding somc certain record of those martyrs to 
tliQir country’s fame. I’orhaps in all tlie wide 
world there will be few spots more Iiallomcd in 
the recollectioii of English seamen than this cairn 
on Cape I-Ierschel. 

A few miles beyond Capc I-Ierschcl the land be- 
comes very low ; many islets and shingle-ridges 
lic far off the coast ; and as we advanced wc met 
with liuminocks of unusually heavy ice, showing 
plainly that me were now travelling upon a fiw 
more exposed part of. the coast-liiic. We were 
approaching n spot where a revelation of intense 
interest was awaiting me. 

About 12 miles from Cape Herschel I found tt 
small cairn built by Hobson’s party, and containing 
a note for me. I-Ie had reached this his estrcrne 
point, six days previously, without having seen 
anything of the wreck, or of natives, but lie had 
found a, record - the record so ardently sought 
for, of the Franlilin Expedition - at Point Vic- 
tory, on the N.W. coast of King William’s Land. 
That record is indeed a s:id and touching relio 

of our lost friends, and, to siinplify its contents, 1 
will point out separately the double story it SO 
briefly tells. In  the first place, tlie record paper 
was one of tho printed forms uswlly supplied 
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to discovery ships for the purpose of being en- 
closed in bottles and thrown overboard at sea, in 
order to ascertain the set of the currents, blanks 
being left for the date and position; any person 
finding one of these records is requested to for- 
ward it to the Secretary of the Admiralty, with a 
note of time and place ; and this request is print- 
ed upon it in six different languages. Upon it 
was written, apparently by Lieutenant Gore, as 
follows :- 

‘‘ 7kfay, { 11. M. ships ‘ Erebus ’ and ‘ Terror’ wintered in the 
ico in lat. 70’ 05‘ N. ; long. 95’ 23‘ lv, 

I-Iaving wintered in 1846-7 at Bccchey Island, in lat. 74’ 43’ 28” N., 
long. 91O 39’ 15” W., after having ascended Wellington Channel to 
lat. ?‘To, and returned by the west side of Cornwallis Island. 

6‘ Sir John Franklin commanding the expedition. 
“ All wcll. 
6‘ Party consisting of 2 onicers and G lnen *left the ships on Monday 

24th I\lay, 1847. 
“ GM. GORE, Lieut. 
“CIIAS. F. DES Vaux, Mate.” 

There is an error in the above document, name- 
ly, that the ‘ Erebus ’ and ‘ Terror ’ winterecl a t  
Beechey Island in 1846-7, - the correct datcs 
should have been 1845-6 ; a glance at the date at 
tlic top and bottom of the record proves this, but 
in all other respects the tale is told in as few 
words ns possible of their wonderful success up to 
that date, l\iIny, 184’7. 

We find that, after the last intelligence of Sir 
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John Franklin was receivccl by us (bearing date 
of July, 1845), from the whalers in Mclvillc 
Bay, that his Espedition passed on to Lnncas- 
ter Sound, and entcred Wellington Channel, of 
which the southern entrance had been discovered 
by Sir Edward Parry in 1819. The ‘Erebus’ and 
6 Terror’ sailed up that strait for one hundred 
and fifty miles, and reached in the autumn of 
1845 the ssme latitude as way attained. eight 
years subsequently by 1-I.M.S. ‘ Assistance ’ and 
‘ Pioneer.’ Whether Franklin inteiidcd to p u r  
sue this nortliern coiirse, and was only stopped by 
ice in that latitude of 77” north, or purposely re- 
linquished a route which seemed to lead away* 
from the known seas off the coast of America, 
must be a matter of opinion; but this the docu- 
ment assures us of, that Sir John Franlclin’s Ex- 
pedition, having accomplished this examination, 
returned southward fkom latitude 77” north, which 
is at tlic head of Wellington Channel, and re-en- 
tercd Barrow’s Strait by a new channel between 
Batliurst and Cornwallis Islands. 

Seldom has such an amount of success bcen 
accorded to an Arctic navigator in a single 
season, and when the ‘Erebus’ and ‘Terror’ 
were secured at Beechey Island for the coming 
winter of 18454, the results of tlieir first year’s 
labor must have been most cheerilig. These 
results were the exploration of Wellington and 
Queen’s Channel, and the addition to our charts 

2 2s R 
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of the cxtensive lands 011 cithcr hand. In  184G 
they proceeded to tlie south-wcst, and cventnally 
reaclied within twelve miles of the north es- 
treme of King William’s Land, when their prog- 
ress was arrested by the approaching winter of 
1846-1. That winter appears to have passed 
without any serious loss of liib ; and whcn in i l ~ e  
spring Lieutenant Gore leavcs with a party i’or 
some especial purpose, and very probably to con- 
nect thc unknown coast-line of Icing William’s 
Land between Point Victory and Cape I-Ierschel, 
those on board thc ‘ Erebus ’ and ‘ Terror ’ wcre 
“ all well,” and the gallant Fraiililin still com- 
manded. 

But, alas! round the margin of the paper upon 
which Lieutenant Gore in 1841wrote those words 
of hope and promise, another hand had subse- 
quently written the following words:- 

“ April 25, 1848. - 11. M. ships ‘ Tcrror ’ and ’ Ercbus’ were dc- 
sorted on the 22nd April, 5 l c ~ p c s  N.N.W. of tliis, having bccn 
beset since 12tb Septcmbcr, 1846. Tiic ofliccrs and crews, consisting 
of 105 SOUIS, under the command of Captain P. 11. M. Crozier, landrd 
here in lat. GDO 37‘ 42” N., long. 9 8 O  41’ W. Sir John Franklin 
died on the 11th June, 1847; and the total loss by dcallis in tlie cs- 
pcdition has been to this date 9 officers and 15 men. 
(Signed) (Signed) 

‘‘ F. R. If. CROZIER, 
6‘ Captain and Senior Oficcr. 

‘6 and start (on) to-morrow, 26th’ for 
Beck’s Fish 1tivt;r.” 

“ JAMES FITZJAMEB, 
‘< Captain 11. 31. S. Erebus. 

This niarginnl information was evidently writ- 



ten by Captain Fitzjarnes, excepting only the note 
stating when and where they were g o i q ,  which 
was added by Captain Crozier. 

There is some additional marginal information 
relative to the transfer of thc document to its 
present position (viz., the site of Sir James Ross’s 
pillar) from a spot four miles to the northward, 
near Point Victory, vvhere it had bcen originally 
deposited by the Zalc Commander Gore. This 
little word lute shows u s  that he too, within the 
twelvemonth had passed away. 

In  the short spncc of twelve months how 
mournftil had become the history of Franklin’s 
expedition j how changed from the cheerful 
“All well ” of Graham Gore ! The spring of 
184‘7 found them within 90 miles of the knowri 
sea off the coast of America; and to men who 
had already in two seasons eailed over 600 miles 
of previously unexplored waters, how confident 
must they have felt that that forthcoming navi- 
gable season of 1847 would see their ships pass 
over so short an intervening space ! It was ruled 
otherwise. Within a month after Lieutenant 
Gore placed the rccord on Point Victory, thc 
much-loved leader of the expedition, Sir Johii 
Franklin, was dead; and the following spring 
found Captain Crozier, upon whom the corninand 
had devolved a t  King William’s Land, endeavor- 
ing to save his starving men, 105 souls in all, 
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from a terrible death by retreating to the Hiidson 
Bay territories up the Back or Great Fish River. 

A sad tale was never told in fewer words. 
There is something deeply touching in their ex- 
treme simplicity, and they show in the strongcst 
manner that both the leaders of this retreating 
party were actuated by the loftiest sense of duty, 
and met with calmness and decision the fear- 
f d  alternative, of a last bold struggle for life, 
rather than perish without effort on board their 
ships; for we well know that the ‘ Erebus and 
‘ Terror ’ were only provisioized up to July, 1848. 

Another discrepancy exists in the second part 
of the record written by Fitzjames. The original 
number composing the expedition was 138 souls;’s 
and the record states the total loss by deaths to 
have been 9 officers and 15 men, consequently 
that 114 officers and men rcmained ; but it also 
states that 105 only landed under Captain Cro- 
zier’s command, so that 9 individuals are unac- 
counted for. 

Lieutenant I‘Iobson’s note told me that he 
found quantities of clothing and articles of all 
kinds lying about the cairn, as if these men, 
aware that they were retreating for their lives, 
h’nd there abandoned everything which they con- 
sidered superfluous. 

Hobson bad experienced extremely had weather 
* See Conclusion, p. 317. 
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- constant gales and fogs - snd thought he 
might have passed the wreck without seeing 
her;  lie hoped to be more successful upon his 
retnrn journey. 

Encouraged by this important news, me ex- 
erted our utmost vigilance in order that no trncc 
should escape us. 

Our provisions were running very short, there- 
fore the three remaining puppies were of necessity 
shot, and their sledge used for fuel. We were also 
enabled to lengthen our jounteys, as we had very 
smooth ice to travel over, the oElyinr islets keep- 
ing the rough pack from pressing 111 upon the 
shore. 

Upon the 20th of May we reached the western 
extreme of King William's Island, in lat. 69" OS' 
N., and long. 100" OS' W. I named it after Cap- 
tain Crozier of the ' Terror,' the gallant leader of 
that " Forlorn Hope " of which we now just ob- 
tained tidings. The coast wc marched dong was 
extremely low - a mere series of ridges of lime- 
stone shingle, alinost destitute of fossils.. The 
only tracks of ,znininIs seen were those of n bear 
and a few foxes - the only living creatures a few 
wiIlow grousc, Traces even of the wandering 
Esquimnux became much less frequent after leav- 
ing Cape Herschel. Here were ibund only a few 
circles of stones, the sites of tc.nting-pItlces, but SO 

moss-grown as to be of great age. The prospcct 
to seaward was not less forbidding - rugged 

9 
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surfme of crushed-up pack, including mucli heavy 
ice. I n  these shallow icc-covered seas, seals are 
but seldom found : and it is liiglily probable that 
all animal life in them is as scarce as upon the 
land. 

Prom Cape Crozier the coast-line was found to 
turn sharply away to the eastward ; and early in 
tlie morning of the 30th May we encamped along- 
side a large boat-another melancholy relic which 
Hobson had found and examined a few days be- 
fore, as his note left here informed me;  but lie 
had failed to discover rccord, journal, pocketbook, 
or memorandum of any description. 

A vast quantity of tattered clothiiig was lying 
in her, and this we first examined. Not a single 
article bore the name of its former owner. The 
boat was cleared out and carefLilly swept ihat 
nothing might escape us. Tlie snow was thcn 
removed from alJout her, but nothing whatever 
was found. 

This boat measured 28 feet long, and 7 feet 
3 inches wide ; she was built with a view to liglitr 
ness and light draught of water, and evidently 
equipped with the utmost care for the ascent of 
the Great Fish River; she had neither ows nor 
rudder, paddles supplying their place, and as 
large remnant of light canvas, commonly known 
as NO. 8, T V ~ S  found, and also a small block for 
rceving ;L sheet through, I suppose she liacl been 
provided with a sail. A sloping canvas roof or 
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rain-awning had also €ormed part of her equip- 
ment. Slie was fitted with a weather-cloth 9 
inches high, battened down a11 round the gunwdc, 
and supported by 24 iron stanchions, so placed 
as to serve lilremise for rowing tliowells. Tliere 
were 50 fathoms of deep-sea sounding-line near 
her, as well as an ice grapnel. She appeared to 
have been originally ‘‘ carve1 ” built ; but for the 
purpose of reducing weight, vcry thin fir planks 
had been substituted for lier seven upper stralreg 
and piit on ‘‘ clincher ” fashion. 

The weight of the boat alone  vas about T O O  or 
SO0 lbs. only, but slic WQS mounted upon n sledge 
of unusual weight and strength. It was con- 
structed of two onlr plmlm 23 feet 4 inches in 
length, S inches in width, and with an averagc 
thickness of 2; inches. These plsnlrs formed the 
sides or runiiers of the sledge; they were con- 
nected by five cross-bars of oak, each 4 feet long, 
and 4 inches by 3; inches thick, and bolted domii 
to the runners ; the underneath parts of the latter 
were shod with iron. Upon the cross-bars five 
saddles or supporting choclis for the boat m r e  
lnshed, and the dragropes by which the crew 
moved this massive sledge, and the weights upou 
it, consisted of 22 inch whaleliiie. 

I have calculated the weight of this sledge to 
be 660 lbs. j it could not have bcen less, nild m:~y 
have been considernbly inore. The to td  weiglit 
of boat and sledge may be taken at 1400 hs.. 
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which amounts to a heavy load for seven strong 
healthy men. 

The only markings about thc boat were those 
upon her stem, by which we learned that she was 

built by contract, was received into Woolwich 
Dockyard in April, 184 ):% and was numbered 61. 
There may have been a fourth figure to the right 
hand, as the stem had been reduced in order 
to lighten the boat. The ground the sledge 
rested upon was the usual limestone shingle, pcr- 
fectly flat, and probably overflowed a t  times every 
summer, as the atones were embedded in ice. 

The boat was partially out of her cradle upon 
the sledge, and lying in such a position as to lead 
me to suppose it the effect of a violent nortll- 
west gale. She was barely, if at all, above tile 
reach of occasional tides. 

One hundred yards from her, upon the land 
side, lay the stump of fir-tree 12 feet long, and 

*Only tho first t h m  figures of the dnto upon her stom remained, 
thus - 184 . 
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16 inclies in diameter at 3 feet above the roots. 
Although t)lie ice had used it roughly during its 
drift to this shore, and rubbed off every vestige 
of b:~rli, yet the wood ww perfcctly sound. It 
may have been and probably has been lying there 
for twenty or tliirty years, and during such a pe- 
riod would suffer less decay in this region of frost 
tliaii in one-sixth of the time a t  home. Witliiii 
two yards of it I noticed ti few scanty tufts of 
grass. 

But all these were after observations ; there 
was tliat in the boat which transfixed us with 
awe. It was portions of two human slwletona. 
One was that o i  a slight young person ; the other 
of a large, strongly-made, middle-aged inan. The 
former was found in the bow of the boat, but in 
too inuch disturbed a state to enable EIobson to 
judge whether the sufferer had died there ; large 
and powerful aiiimals, probably wolves, had de- 
stroyed much of this skeleton, which may have 
bean that of an officer. Near it we found the 

spaces white, red, and yellow. They had origin- 
ally been 11 inches Iong, lined with caKslcii1 with 
the hair left on, and the edges bound with red silk 
ribbon. Besides these slippers there were a pair 
of small strong shooting half-boots, The other 

23 
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skeleton was in a somewhat more perfect stateik 
and was enveloped with clothes and furs ; it lay 
across the boat, under the after-thwart. Close 
beside it were found five watches; and there 
were two double-barrelled guns - one barrel in 
each loaded and cocked - standkg muzzle up- 
wards against the boat’s side. It may be imagined 
with .what deep interest these sad relics were 
scrutinised, and how anxiously evcry fragment .of 
clothing was turned over in search of pcclwts 
and pocketboolcs, journals, or even names. Five 
or six small books were found, all of them scrip- 
tural or devotional works, except thc ‘ Vicar of 
Walwfield.’ One little book, ‘ Christian Melodies,’ 
bore an inscription upon the titlepage from the 
donor to G. G. (Graham Gore ?) A small Bihlc 
contained numerous marginal notes, and whole 
passages underlined. Besides these books, the 
covers of a New Testament and Prayerbook were 
found. 

Amongst an amazing quantity of clothing there 
were seven or eight pairs of boots of various 
kinds-cloth winter boots, sea boots, heavy ankle 
boots, and strong shoes. I noted tlist tlierc were 
silk handkerchiefs -black, whitc, and figured - 
towels, soap, sponge, tooth-brush, and hair-combs ; 
nlncliin t odi g mi-cove r, mark e d outside with paint 
A 12, and lined with black cloth. Besides these 
- 
*NO part or the s l d  of c i t l l ~  slrclcton WRS found, wit11 the cxccptioii 

d y  of the lower jaw of cacl~. 
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articles we found twine, nails, saws, files, bristles, 
wax-ends, sailmakcrs’ palms, powder, bullets, shot, 
cartridges, wads, leather cartridge-case, knives - 
clasp and dinner ones - needle and thread cases, 
slow-nmtch, several bayonet-scabbards cut down 
into knife-sheaths, two rolls of sheet-lead, and, in 
short, a quantity of articles of one description 
and another truly astonishing in variety, and such 
as, for the most part, modern sledge-travellers in 
these regions would consider R mere accumulation 
of dead weight, but slightly useful, and very lilrely 
to  break down the strength of the sledge-crews. 

The only provisions we could find were ten, and 
chocolate; of the former very little remained, but 
there were nearly 40 pounds of the latter. These 
articles alone could never support life in such R 

climate, and we found neither biscuit nor meat of 
any kind. A portion o i  tobacco and an empty 
pemmican-tin, capable of containing 22 pounds 
weight, were discovered. The tin mas marked 
with an E ; it had probably belonged to the 6 Ere- 
hs . ’  None of tlie fuel originally brought from 
the ships remained in or about thc boat, but them 
was no IRCB of it, for a drifbtree was lying on the 
beach close a t  hand, and had the party been in 
need of fuel they would have used the paddles 
and bottom-boards of‘ the boat. 

In the aftcr part of tl1c boat we discovered 
eleven large spoons, eleven forks, and four tea- 
spoons, all of silver; of these twenty-six pieces 
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of plate, ciglit borc Sir John Pranlilin’s crest, the 
remainder had the crests or initials of nine differ- 
cnt officcry with the esceptioii of a single fork 
w1rir:h T V ~ S  not marked; of these ninc officers, 
five belonged to the ‘ Erebus,’- Gore, Le Ves- 
conte, Fairholnie, Couch, and Goodsir. Three 
others belonged to the Terror,’ - Crozier, (a 
teaspoon only), Hornby, and Thomas. I do not 
know to whom the three articlcs with an owl en- 
graved on them belonged, nor who was the owner 
of the unmarlced fork, but of the owners of those 
we can identify, the majority belonged to the 
‘ Erebus.’ One of the watches bore the crest of 
Mr. Couch, of thc ‘ Erebus,’ and as the pemmioan 
tin also came from that ship, I am inclined to 
think the boat did also ; the authorities at Wool- 
wich could tell (by hcr number) to which ship 
slie was supplied ; and as one of the pocket chro- 
nometers found in the boat was marlred, ‘( Park- 
inson and Frodsham 980,” and the other “Arnold 
2020,” it could also be ascertoined to which ship 
they had been issued.’3 

Sir John Franklin’s plate perhaps was issued to 
the men for their use, as the only means of saiTing 
it; and it seems probable that the officers gen- 
erally did the same, as not LL single iron spoon, 
such as sailors always use, has been found. Of 

* Tlicse clirono~~Cter% according to tlic rcccipts in officc, wcrc sup- 
plied one to cncli ship in 1845 ; but it  is impossiblc to tell to wliicli ship 
the boat belonged, as the nilnipor is imperfect. 
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tlie many men, probably twenty or thirty, mho 
were attdiecl to this boat, it seemcd most strange 
that the remains of only two individuals mcre 
found, nor were there any graves upon the neigh- 
boring flat land; indeed, bearing in mind the 
season at which tliese poor fellows left their 
ships, it should he remembered that the soil was 
tlieii frozen hard, and the labor of cziitiq a grave 
very great indeed. 

I was astonished to find that tlie sledge was 
directed to the N.E., exactly for the next point 
of land for which we ourselves were travelling ! 

The position of this abandoned boat is about 
50 miles - as a sledge would travel - from Point 
Victory, and therefore G5 miles from tlie position 
of the ships ; also it is 70 niiles from the skeleton 
of the steward, and 150 iililes from Montreal Isl- 
and; it is moreover in the depth of a wide bay, 
where, by crossing over 10  or 12 miles of very 
low land, a great saving of distance would be 
effected, the route by the coast-line being about 
40 miles. 

A little reflection led ine to satisfy my own 
mind at least, that the boat was returning to the 
tAips : and iii no otlier way can I nccouiit for two 
men having been left in her, than by supposing 
the party were unable to drag the boat fur- 
ther, and that thcse two mell, not being able to 
keep pace with tli& s1iipn1ateg were therefore 
lert by ihein supplied with such provisions as 

23' 
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could be spared to last until the return of the 
others from the ship with a fresh stock. 

Whether it was the intention of the retroccd- 
iiig party to await tlie result of another season 
in the ships, or to follow tbe track of tlie main 
body to the Great Fish River, is now n matter of 
conjecture. It seeins highly probable that they 
had purposed revisiting the boat, not only on ac- 
coant of the two ineii left in charge of it, but 
also to obtain the chocolate, the five watches, 
and inany other articles which would otherwise 
scarcely have bcen left in her. 

The same reasons which may be assigned for 
the return of tliis detachment from the main 
body, will also serve to account for their not hav- 
ing come back to their boat. I n  both instances 
they appear to have greatly overrated their 
strength, and the distance they could travel in a 
given time. 

Taking this view of the case, we can under- 
attiid why their provisions would not last them 
for anything like tlic distance they required to  
travel ; and why they would bo obliged to send 
back to the ships €or more, first taking from thc 
&tached partsy all provisions t h y  could possibly 
spare. Whether all or any of tlie remainder of 
tliis detached party ever reaclicd their ships is 
uncertain; dl we lmm is, that they did not re- 
visit the boat, and which accounts for the absence 
of more skeletons in its neighborhood ; and the 
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Esquimaux report that, there was no one alive in 
the ship when she dri€ted 011 shore, and that but 
one human body was found by them on board o€ 
her. 

After leaving the boat we followed an irregalar 
coast-line to the N. and N.W., up to a very prom- 
inent c a p ,  which is probably the extreme of land 
seen from Point Victory by Sir James Ross, and 
named by him Point Franklin, wliich name, as a 
cape, it stil1 retains. 

I need hardly say that tlirougliout the whole 
of my journey along the shores of King William’s 
Land I caused ZL most vigilant loolc-out to be kept 
t o  seaward for any appearance of the stranded 
ship spoken of by the iiatives; our search was 
however fruitless in that respect. 
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C H A P T E R  X V I .  

Errors in Bi~tnklin’s records -Relics found at the cairn -Reflections on 
tlic rctrcat - Returning homeward - Gcologicnl rcmnrks - Difficul- 
tics of summer sledging- Arrirc on board tho ‘Fox’-Navigablo 
N.W. passage --Dent11 from scurvy -Anxiety for Cnptain Young - 
Young returns snfdy. 

ON the morning o€ 2nd June we reached Point 
Victory. Here Hobson’s note left for me in the 
cairn informed me that hc had not found the 
slightest trace either of 3 wrcck anywhere rrpoii 
the coast, or of natives to the north of Cape Cro- 
zier. 

Although somewhat short of provisions, I de- 
termined to remain a day here in order t o  cxam- 
ine an opening at  the Bottom of Back Bay, called 
so after Sir Gcorgc Back, by his friend Sir James 
Ross, and ~vhicli had not been explored. This 
proved t o  be an inlet nearly 13 miles deep, with 
an average width of 13 or 2 miles ; I drove round 
it upon the dog sledge, but i‘ound no trace of hu- 
man bcings; it was filled with heavy old ice, and 
mas therefore unfiivorable for the resort of seals, 
and consequently of natives also. 

Tlic direction of the inlet is to the E.S;E. ; we 
found the land on either side rose as we advanced 
up it, and attained a considerable elevation, ex- 
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cept iininediately across its l ied,  whcre alone it 
was very lo-,v ; I have confcrred upon it tlic iinine 
of Colliiison, after one who will evcr be distill- 
guishcd in connection with the Pranliliii search, 
and vho  lriiidly relieved Lncly Franklin of inuch 
trouble by takiiig upon himsel€ thc iiiiaiicial busi- 
ness of this espcditioii. 

An cxtcnsive bay? westward of Cape I-Icrschel, 
I lmve named after Captain Wasliington, the hy- 
drographer, steadfast supporter of this Glial 
search. 

A11 the intcrmcdinte conslrline along which the 
retrwting crews performed their fenrfd march is 
sacred to their names alone. 

I3obson’s note informed ine of his having found 
a second record, deposited also by Lieut. Core in 
May, 1547, upon the south side of Back Bay, but 
it afforded no additional information. 

It is strange that both these papers state the 
sliips to have wintered in 1846-7 at Beechey 
Island ! Eo obvious a mistake would Iiardly have 
been made Iiad any importance been attaclied to 
these documents. They were soldered up in thin 
tin cylinders, having been filled up on board prior 
t o  the tieparture of the travellers ; consequently 
the day upon which they were depoSited was not 
filled in ; but already the papers were much dam- 
aged by rust,-% very feiv more yetL1.s would 
have rendered them wholly illegible. When the 
record left at Point Victory was opened to add 

IJ 
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thereto the supplemental information which gives 
it its chief value, Captain Fitzjameq as may be 
concluded by the color of the ink, filled in the 
date - 28th - in May, when the record was origi- 
nally deposited. The cylinder containing this 
record had not been soldered up again ; I suppose 
they had not the nieans of doing so ; it was found 
on the ground amongst a few loose stones which 
had evidently fallen along with it from the top of 
the cairn. I-Iobson removed every stone of this 
cairn down to the ground and rebuilt it. 

Brief as these rccords are, we must necds be 
contented with thein ; they are perfect models 
of official brevity. Nd log-book could be more 
provokingly laconic. Yet, that U I ~  record at all 
should he depositcd after the abandonment of the 
ships, does not seem to have bcen intended ; and 
we should feel the more thankfd to Captains Cro- 
zier and Fitqjames, to whom ive are indebted for 
the invaluable supplement ; and our gratitude 
ought to be all the greater when we renieinber 
that the ink had to be thawed, arid that writing 
in a tent during an April day in the Arctic re- 
gions is by no means an easy task. 

Besides placing a copy of the record taken 
away by Hobson from the cairn, we both put re& 
or& of our own in i t ;  and I also buried one 
under cz large stone ten feet true north from it, 
stating the explorations and discoveries we had 
made. 
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A great quantity and iwieiy of tliings lay 
strewcd about the caini, such as even in tllcir 
three days’ march from thc drips the rctrent- 
ing crews found it impossible to carry fiwthcr. 
Amongst these mcre four heavy sets of boilt’s 
cookiiig stoves, pickaxes, sl~ovcls, iron hoops, old 
c:mvas, cz, large single block, about four feet of 
;7, copper lightning conductor, long pieces of hol- 
low brass curtain rods, a small case of sclectecl 
medicines containing about twenty-four phials, 
the contents in ;L wonclerful state of pi-cservation ; 
a deep circle by Robinson, with two needles, bar 
magnets, and light horizontal needle a11 completc, 
the whole wcighing only nine pounds j and cven 
a small sextant engravcd vitli the namc of 
(‘ Frederick Hornby ” lying beside the cairn with- 
out its case. The colored eye-shades of the ses- 
tant had been talcen out, otherwise it mas perfect ; 
the inovable screws and such parts as come in 
contact with the obsei*vcr’s hand were ncatly COV- 

cred with thin lcather to  prevent frost-bite in 
severe weather. 

Tlic clothing left by the retreating crews of the 
‘ Brcbus ’ and ‘ Terror ’ formrd a huge heap four 
feet high; every article was sexrclied, but the 
poclcets were empty, and not one of all these a1 Li- 
cks were niodced, - indeed sailors’ Ivarm clotliing 
seldom is. Two canteens, the property of mal.ines. 
were found, one marlred ‘( 8s C.. Win I-Icdges,” 
and tlie othcr (‘89 C”. Win. Hethec” A sinal1 
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pannilwn made out of a two-pound preserved-meat 
tin had scratched on i t  “ W. Mark.” 

When continuing my homeward march, nnd, as 
nearly as I could judge, 2; or 2: miles to the north 
of Point Victory, I saw a few stones placed in line, 
as if across the head of a tenting place to nflord 
some shelter ; here it was I tliink that Lieutenant 
Gore dcposited the record in May, 1847, which 
was found in 1848 by Lieutenant Trving, and 
finally deposited at Point Victory. Some scraps 
of tin vessels were lying about, but whether they 
had been left by Sir James Ross’ party in May, 
1830, or by the Franklin Expedition in 1847 or 
1848, is uncertain.’” 

IIere ended my own search for traces of the 
lost ones. Hobson found two other cairns, and 
many relics, between this position and Cape Felix. 
Prom each place where any trace was discovercd 
the most interesting of the relics were taken away: 
so that tlie collection we have made is very con. 
siderable. 

Of these northern cairns I will write a descrip- 
tion when 1 have received Hobson’s account of 
llis journey; but here it is as well to state his 
opinion, as well as my own, that 110 part of the 
coast between Cape Felix and Cape Crozier l l a ~  
bee11 visited by Esquimaux since the fatal march - 
I_ 

S It i q  it rernnlkdJlR Circ~lmmnCC t h t  wlicn, in 1830, Sir Jnincs R G ~ S  
discovered Point Victory, IJC nnmcd two points of land, tlicn in siglit, 

~ ~ i g ~ i t c c n  jc.irs 
afterwards I?rnnklin’s S l i i p ~  pcri5liCd Within sight of tiiobc headlands. 
~ n p c  FianitIin and C:I~IC Jmc p:mnkIm rcspcctivcly. 
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of the lost crews in April, 1848 ; none of the cairns 
or numcrous articles strewed about -which would 
be invaluable to the natives-or even the drift- 
wood we noticed, had been touched by them. 
From this very significant fact it secnis quite cer- 
tain that they had not been discovered by the 
Esquimaux, whose knowledge of the '' white men 
f'dling down arid dying as they wallred aloiig" 
must be limited to the shore-line southward and 
eastward of Cape Crozier, and where, of coursc, 
110 traces were permitted to remain for us to find. 
It is not probable that such fearful mortality would 
have overtalcen them so early in their march as 
within 80 miles by sledge-roiitc from the aban- 
doned ships-such being their distance from Cape 
Crozier; nor is it probable that we could have 
passed the wreck had shc existed there, as thcre 
are no off-lying islands to prevent a ship drifting 
in upon the beach ; whilst to the southward they 
are very numerous ; so much so that a drifting 
ship could hardly run the gauntlet between them 
so as to reach the shore. 

The coast from Point Victory nor'thward is con- 
siderably higher than that upon which we have 
been so many days ; the sea also is not, so shallow, 
:md the ice comes close in;  to seaward all was 
heavy close pack, consisting of all descriptions of 
ice, but for the most part old and heavy. 

From Walls' Bay I crossed ovcrland to thc 
eastern shore, and reached my de@ mar the 

24 
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entrance of Port Parry on thc 5th June, after an 
absence of thirty-fow days. IIcnce I purposed 
travelling alongshore to Cape Sabine, in order to 
avoid the rough ice which we encountered whcn 
crossing direct from Cape Victoria in April, and 
also hoping to obtain a few more observations for 
the magnetic inclination. 

The weather became foggy as we approached 
Prince George’s Bay, thcreforc we were obliged 
to go well into it before attempting to cross. 
Wc gained the land - upon the opposite side, as 
I supposed - and which would lead us direct to 
Cape Sabinc ; but ivhcn the weather cleared up 
we saw a long low island to seaward of us, which 
puzzled me much. Eventually I found we had 
discovered a strait leading from Prince Georgc’s 
Bay into Wellington Strait, about 8 miles south 
of Cape Sabine. 

This discovery cost us a day’s delay, and was 
therefore unwelcome, as we were then in daily 
expectation and dread of the thaw, which renders 
all travelling so very difficult ; and we were still 
230 long miles from our ship. In  this strait jve 
found a deserted snow village of seventeen huts ; 
one of them was unusually large, its internal 
diameter being 14 feet. The men soon scraped 
together enough blubber to supply us with fuel 
for our homeward march. Strewed about on the 
ice or in every Snow hut were shavings and chips 
of fresh wood ; in one of them I found a child‘s 



Isolated Iceberg. 
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toy - a miniahire sledge - made of wood. No 
traces of natives were found upon either shore at  
this place, nor had I mct with any since lcaving 
the western coast of the island to the southward 
of Cape Crozier. 

Having passed through nearly to  thc eastern 
cnd of the strait, we cut OK some distaiice by 
crossing ovcrlnnd, so as to reach the sea-coast 3 or 
4 milcs southward of Cape Snbine. A few .cyillow 
groiise, two foxes, and a young reiiideer were seen. 
There was some vegetation upon the land, aiid 
aiiimals appcarcd to resort to this locality in tol- 
crable abundance; the contrast between it and 
the low, ba,rrcn shore wc had so recently come 
from was striking indeed ! 

Notliiiig can excced thc gloom and dcsolation 
of tlie westcrii coast of King William's Island : 
IIobson and myself had some coiisidcrnble expe- 
rience o€ i t ;  his sojourn there exceeded a month ; 
its climate secins different from that of the eastern 
coast; it is more esposed io north-west winds, and 
the air was almost constantly loadcd with chilling 
fogs. Everywhere upon thc sliorcs of the island 
I noticed boulders of dark gneiss ; upon the west 
coast they were generally small, and of dnrk 
gmy coloi-. About the north part of the island 
I-Iohson found a good deal of sandstone, ihe pob-  
able r c d t  of ice-drift from Melville Islalld 01' 
Bnnlrs Land. 

This land gives One the idea of its having riscii 
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within a recent geological period f‘rom the sea - 
not suddenly, b tit at regular intervals ; the numer- 
ous terraces or beach-marks form long horizontal 
lines, rising very gradually, and in due proportion 
as their distance increases from the sca ; near the 
shore they :LE, of coursc, uiost distinct. Upon 
the west coast some fossils were picked up, chiefly 
impressions of shells. 

King William’s Island is for the most part cx- 
tremely barren, and its surface dottccl over with 
innumerable ponds and lakes. It is not by m y  
meaiis the ‘( land abounding with reindeer and 
musk oxen ” wliich we cspected to find : the na- 
tives told us there were none of the latter and 
very few of the former upon it. 

On the 8th June the first ducks and brcnt 
geese were seen flying northward. Passing over 
the extreme point of Cape Victoria, Bootliia Land, 
near which we saw the deserted snow lints of our 
March acquaintances, and shortly afterwards cross- 
ing the mouth of the deep bay to  the north of it, 
in wliich, slieltered by the island, a ship wo~ild 
find security from ice pressure, and very tolerable 
winter quarters, we again reaclicd the straigllt 
low limestone coast of Bootliia Felix. 

1 was unable to makc any delay at the Mag- 
netic Pole, nor could I find a trace of Ross’ 
cairn;:3 but at each of our cncamprnents along 

TIiis cnirn, well tho one Imilt on ~ ’ o i n t  Victory in 1830, WZIB 

removed by t ~ i o  itntivcs ; fortunntcly t h y  had iiot visited Point  Victory 
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the coast the magnetic inclination 'cyns carefully 
observed. Througliout my wliole journey I availed 
myself of every opportunity of obtaining these 
most interesting observations, often remaining up, 
after we had encamped for rest, six or seven hours 
in order to do so ; but the instruments supplied 
for this purpose mere not well adapted, and occa- 
sioned me a vast den1 of labor and loss of time, so 
as to diminish to almost one-third the results I 
should otherwise liave obtained. Much snow has 
disappeared off the land ; and the ridges or ancient 
beaches, being the parts most free from snow, 
showed out strongly in long, dark, horizontal 
lines, rising above each other until lost to view 
in the interior. Here and there a few fossil sliclls 
and corals were piclred up, and four or five willow 
grouse shot. 

13th Jlnzc. -We passed from limestone to gran- 
ite in lat. 71'10'N. Rere the land attains to con- 
siderable elevation. In the hollows of the dark 
granite rocks we found abundance of water, mid 
also in n few places upon the sea-icc ; it was quite 
evident that in another day or two the snow 
would altogether yield to thc warmth of summer; 
birds were now frequently seen. 

We discovcred a narrow cliannel to the enst- 
ward of the one between the Tasmania G ~ O W  
through wliich we had passecl \Tit11 so much dif- 

whilst tho Bmii ic l in cnirii nn(1 rccortl yclnainctl tlicru, ot~icrwiso ncitlicr 
cairn nor record ivoulll Iiarc rcrnoii~cil for us to discover- 

24s 
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ficulty in April; our new channel was covered 
with smooth ice, and was also much shorter. 

At one of our depats lately visited, a note le€& 
by Hobson informcd me of his being six days in 
advance of me, and also of his own serious illness ; 
€or many days past he had been unable to walk, 
m d  was consequently conveyed upon the sledge ; 
his men were hastening home with a11 their 
strength and speed, in order to get him under tlic! 
Doctor’s care. We also were doing our best to 
push on, lest the bursting out of melting snow 
from the various ravines should render the ice 
impassable. 

On tlie 15th the snow upon the ice everywhere 
yielded to the effects of iiicreased temperature ; I 
~ m s ,  indeed, most thanldul at its having remained 
firm so long. To make any progress at  all after 
this date was of course a very great labor, requir- 
ing the utmost efforts of both the men and the 
dogs ; nor was the freezing mixture through which 
we trudged by any means agreeable; we wcre 
often more than knee-deep in it. 

We succeeded in reaching False Strait on tho 
morning of the 18th June, and pitched our tent 
just as heavy rain began to descend; it lastetl 
throug.hout the greater part of the day. After 
travelling a few miles upon the Long Lake, fur- 
ther progress was found to be quite impossible, 
and we mere obliged to haul our sledges up off 
the iioodcd ice, and comineiicc a march of 16 or 
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17 miles overland for the ship. The poor dogs 
were so tired and sore-footed, that we coulci not 
induce them to follow us ; they remained about 
the sledges. After a very fatiguing scramble 
across the liills and through the snow valleys we 
were refreshed with a sight of our poor clear 
lonely little ‘Fox,’ and arrived on board in time 
for a late breakfmt on the 10th June. 

With respect to a izuvz&dZe Nort,li-West Passage, 
and to the  probability of our having been able 
last seasoii to make any considerable advance to 
the southward, had the Barrier of ice across the 
western outlet of Bellot Strait permitted us to 
reach the open water beyond, I think, judging 
from what I have since seen of the ice in the 
Franklin Strait, that the chances were greatly in 
fkvor of our rcaching Cape Rerschel, on the S. 
side of ICiiig William’s rmd, by passing (as I in- 
tended to do) custwaxZ of that island. 

Broiii Bellot Strait to Cape Victoria, ’cve found 
a inisturc of old and new icc, showing the exact 
proportion of pack aid of clear water a t  the 
Retting in of winter. Oiicc to the southward 
of the Tasmania Group, I tliink our chief diffi- 
culty would have been overconie; and south 
of C a p  Victoria I doubt wliether any further 
obstruction would have been experienced, 
but little, if any, ice remained. The natives 
told u s  tfic ice went; away, and left clear 
 ea every year. As our discoveries S ~ O W  the 
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Victoria Strait to be but little more than 20 
miles wide, the ice pressed southward through 
so narrow a space could hardly have prevented 
our crossing to Victoria Land, and Cambridge 
Bay, the vintering place reaclied by Collinson, 
from tlie west. 

No one who sees that portion of Victoria 
Strait which lies between Icing William’s Isl- 
land and Victoria Land, as we saw it, conld 
doubt of there being but one way of getting tl, 
ship through it, that way bcing the cxlrenzc/y 
hazardous one o€ drXt tllrough in the pack. 

The wide channel between Prince of Wales’ 
Land and Victoria Land admits a vast and con- 
tinuous strehm of very heavy ocean formed ice 
from the N.W., which presses upon the western 
face of King JVilliam’s Island, and chokes up 
Victoria Strait in the inanner I have just de- 
scribed. I do not tliiiilc the North-West Passage 
could ever be sailed through by passing west- 
ward -that is, to windward - of King William’s 
Island. 

If the season was so favorable for navigation 
as to open the northern part of this wefitern sea:k 
(as, for instance, in 184G, when Sir J. Franklin 
sailed down it), I think but comparatively little 
difficulty ~ o ~ l d  be experienced in the niorc 
southern portion of it until Victoria Strait was 
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reached. Had Sir John Pranliliii kiio~vii that 
a channel existed eastward of King Williani’s 
Laud (so named by Sir John Ross), I do not 
tliink he would have rislied the besetment of 
liis &ips in such very heavy ice to the west- 
~vard of i t ;  but had he attempted the north- 
west pssssge by the eastern route, he would 
probably have carried his ships safely through 
to Deliring’s Straits. But Franklin was fur- 
nishcd with charts which indicated no passage 
to the eastward of King William’s Land, and 
made that land (since discovered by Rae to be 
an island) a peninsula attaclicd to the continent 
of North America ; and hc consequently had but 
one coiirse open to  him, and that the one he 
atlopted. 

My owii preference for the route by the east 
side of the island is founded upon the observa- 
tions and experience of Rae and Collinson in 
1851-2-4. I am of opinioii that the barrier of 
ice off Bcllot Strait, some 3 or 4 miles wide, 
mas the only obstacle to our carrying tlie ‘ Fos,’ 
according to my original intention, southward 
to tlie Great Fish River, passing eust of King 
William’s Island, and fiom tlieiice to a winter- 
ing position 011 Victoria Land. Perhaps some 
future voyager, profiting by the experience SO 
?earfully sild Catally acquired by the ~rnnl r l in  
expedition, and the OLscrvations of Rae, Collin- 
son, and myself, may succeed in carrying his 
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ship through from sea to sea: at least he wilI 
be enabled to direct a11 his efforts in the true 
and only direction. I n  the mcan timc to Frank  
lin must be assigned the earliest discovery of the 
North-West Passage, though not the actual ac- 
complishment of it in his ships.”‘ 

Suturday, 2nd July. - Upon my arrival on board 
on the morning of the 19th June, my first inqui- 
ries were about Hobson ; I found him in a worse 
state than I expected. He reached the ship on 
the 14th, nimble to walk, or even stand without 
assistance; but already he was beginning to 
amend, and was in excellent spirits. Christian 
had shot several ducks, which, with preserved po- 
tato, milk, strong ale, and lemonjuice, completed 
a very respectable dietary for a scurvy-stricken 
patient. A11 the rest were tolerably well j slight 
traces only of scurvy in two or three of the men. 
The ship was as clean and trim as I could expect, 
and all had well and cheerfully performed their 
duties during my absence ; hardly any game had 
been shot, except one bear. 

The Doctor now acquainted me with the death 
of Thomas Blackwell, ship’s steward, which oe- 

-Y- This will bo nnclcrstood wlm it is rccollcctcd tllat W. of Simpson’s 
Straits or Victoria Land, n navigablc pnssagc to Bcllring’s Straits is I<rrown 
to csist dong tho C O w t  of North Amcricn. Fmnltlin Ilimsclf, with hiv 
companion Xicllnrdson, survcycd by far tIlc grcntcr portion of tlmt dis- 
tancc. ~’mnkl in’~  and Parry’s discovoricfi ovcrlup cac~i othcr in longi- 
tudc, and for Inst t l l ir t~ ycars or more the discovcry o f  tIio ~ o r i l i -  
West Passngc lrns been reduced to tho discovery of a link uniting tho 
two. 
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curred only five days previously, and was occa- 
sioned by scurvy. This man had scurvy when I 
left the ship in April, and no means were left 
untried by the Doctor to promote the recovery 
and rally his desponding energies ; but his mind, 
iinsustained by hope, lost all energy, and at  last; 
he had to be forcibly taken upon deck for fresh 
ail, For months past the ship's spirits had been 
of necessity removed from under his control. 

When too late his shipmates made it known 
that he had a dislilre to preserved meats, and had 
lived the whole winter upon salt pork! He also 
dislilced preserved potato, and would not eat it 
unless watched, nor would hc put on clean clothes 
which otliers in charity prcpared for him. Yet 
his death was sornewhat unexpected ; he went on 
deck as usual to tvallr in tlie middle of the day, 
and, when found there, was quite dead. €€is re- 
mains were buried beside those of our late ship- 
mate Mr. Brand. 

The news of our success to the southward in 
tracing the footsteps of the lost expedition greatr 
ly revived the spirits of my small crew; w c  
wished only for the safe and speedy return of' 
Young and his party. 

Captain Young commenced his spring exploru. 
Zions 011 the '7th April, with a sledge party of four 
men, and a sccond sledge drawn by six dogs 
under the management of our Greenlander, fhm- 
uel; finding in his progress that a channel exist- 
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ed between Prince of Wales' Land and Victoria 
Land whereby his discovery and search would be 
lengthened, he sent back one sledge, the tent, 
and four men to the ship, in order to economise 
provisions, and for forty days journeyed with 
one man (George I'iobday) and the dogs, encamp- 
ing in such snow lodges as they were able to 
build. 

This great exposure and fatigue, together with 
extremely bad weather, and a most difficult coast- 
line to trace, greatly injured his health ; he was 
compelled to return to the ship on 7th June for 
medical aid, but proposing at all hazards to renew 
his explorations almost immediately. Dr. Walker 
met this determination by a strong protest in 
writing against his leaving the ship again, his 
health being quite unequal to it; but after three 
days Young felt himself somewhat better, and, 
with a zeal which knew no bounds, set off to com- 
plete his branch of the search, taking with him 
both his sledge parties. 

From the Doctor's account I felt most anxious 
for his return, lest his liealth, or that of. his com- 
panions, should receive permanent injury ; in fact 
this was now my only cause of anxiety. Tlze 
season was rather forward here, and advancing 
with unusual rapidity, rain and wind dissolving 
the snow and ice ; there was much water in Bellot 
Strait, extending from EIalf-way Island eastward 
to the table-land, and thence in tt narrow lane to 
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Long Island. After a day or two I could pcr- 
ccive a vast improvcment in I-l[obson ; and my own 
four men, with the exception of I-Iniupton, who rc- 
q u i d  rest, were in sound liealth ; so also was my 
coinpanion Petersen. On 24th June C11risti:in 
shot two small reiiidecr, which gave us 170 lbn OC 
ineat; a few days before that lie shot a seal. 
wliicli affordcd two sumptuous nicnls for all on 
board. 

The tiiric Iiaving elapsed during which Young 
espccted to remain absent, and the difficulties of 
tlic ti-ansit; froin thc western sen liaving become 
greatly increased, I set off early 011 the 25th Julie 
with my four inen, intending to visit Pemmican 
rLock ; but fhiliiig to comc across him there, I re- 
solved to carry on provisions as far as Four River 
Point, in the hope of meeting with him, and of fib 
cilitatiiig his return. To our surprise the xvntcr 
had a11 drained off the frozen surface of the Long 
Lake, sild it therefore afforded excellent travel- 
ling. We found the poor dogs lying quietly be- 
side our sledges ; they had attacked t8he pcmmican, 
and devoured n small qLiantitly which was not 
secured in tin, also some blubber, some leatlicr 
Stmps, and a gull that I had shot for a specimen; 
but thcy had not apparently relished tlie biscuit. 
Poor dogs! they have a hard life of it in thcse re- 
gions. Even Pcterscn, who is gcncrally Bind m d  
humane, seems to fmcy they must have little 01' 
no feeling: one of his theories is, that YOU may 

25 T 
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knock an Esquimaux dog about the head with 
any article, however heavy, with perfect impnni ty 
to the brutes. One of us upbraided him tlie 
other day because lie brokc his whip-handle over 
the head of a dcg. “That zous 120ihi179 at all:’ he as- 
sured us: sornc friend of his in Greenland found 
he could beat his dogs over the head with a heavy 
hammer, - it stunned them certainly, - but by 
laying them with their mouths open to the wind, 
they soon revived, got up and ran about “all 
rzj~ht.” 

We lost no time in giving them a good feed, 
the first for seven days, yet they did not seem 
unusually hungry, and soon coiled themselves up 
to sleep again. Whilst the men and dogs were 
employed next day in conveying a sledge to the 
east end of the lake, I walked to Cape Bird to 
look out for the absent party, but they had not 
yet returned to Pemmican Rock. 

When vainly endeavoring, with felonious in- 
tentions, to climb up a steep cliff to the breeding- 
places of some silvery gulls, I saw and shot a 
brent goose, seated upon an accessible ledge, and 
made a prize of four eggs; it seeins strange that 
this bird should have selected so unusual a breed- 
ing-place. Many seals were baslring on the ice, 
niid the watercourse by which our sledges ns- 
ccndcd a wceli: before to thc Long Lake was now 
a stroiig and rapid stream. A few reindeer were 
seen. 
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On the 27th I sent three of the inen hack to 
the ship, and with Thompson and the dogs went 
on to Pcrnmican Rock, where, to our great joy, 
we happily met Young and his party, who had 
but just returned there, after a long and success- 
ful jouriiey the particulars of which I will give 
hereafter. 

Young was greatly reduced iii flesh and strength, 
so much weakened indeed that for the last few 
days he had travelled on the clog sledge ; I-Irtrvey 
-also ftw fiom well-could just managc to keep 
pace with the sledge; his malady- was scurvy. 
Their journeys had been very depressing ; most 
dismal weathci; low, drcnry limestone shores de- 
void of game, and no traces of the lost espcdition. 
The news of our success in the southern journeys 
greatly cheered them. On the following day we 
were all once more on board, and indulging in 
sucli rapid consumption of eatables as only those 
can do who have been much reduced by long- 
continued fatigue and exposure to cold. Vcnison, 
ducks, beer and lenion-juicc, daily ; preserved 
apples and cranberries three times a week ; and 
pickled wlialcskin-a famous antiscorbutic- ad 
Zibz;lzim for d l  who liked it. Thc weather, which 
for the last week had been wet, windy, and wiser- 
able, now set in &ir. The carpenter’s hammer, 
and the nicn’s voices a t  their work, were new and 
animating sounds. 
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C Ii A P T E R X V I I .  

Signs of release-Dcnrtli of nnimnl lifc-Owl is good beef-Bent out 
of tvintcr quarters-Our gnmc-list-Rmcli Fury I3cnch-Escnpc from 
Itcgcnt’8 Iiilct-In Bafin’~ Bay-Cnptnin Allen Young’s journcy- 
Disco ; snd disnppointmcnt-1’:u.t from our Esquimaux friends- 
Adicu to Grccnlaud-Arrive homo. 

TO-DAY (2nd Ai&) 1 took a long and delightful 
walk, but shot only two ducks; Petersen went 
in another direction, and got nothing ; Christian, 
after toiling all clay in liis kayak, returned with 
only two divers a i d  n cluck. Lately hc has ob- 
tained for us several king and longtailed ducks 
(no eider ducks have been seen), two red-throated 
divers, and two brent geese, and citught an cr- 
mine in its summer coat. Yesterday one of the 
men brought on board n trout weighing 2 lbs.; 
lie saw a glaucous gull and a fox disputing for it; 
the foriner seems to have killed and brought it 
to land. 

The water now washes the south side of tile 
Fox Islands, and extends to the south point of 
Long Island. The month of‘ June llns been some- 
what warmer than usual, its mean temperature 
being +35?. 

Sth.-The ship has been thoroughly cleaned and 
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restowed, remaining provisions csamincd, tanks 
filled with fresh water, 12  tons of stone ballast 
taken in, and everything brought on board that 
was landed lsst autumn. I-Iobson is the only one 
upon the sick list ; but he is able to walk about 
and does duty. Very few birds, and only one 
small seal, have been obtained during the week ; 
an occasional great northern diver is seen, and a 
rare land bird has been shot. We cannot dis- 
cover the iiests of either clucks or geese, and the 
breeding cliRi of the gulls beirig inaccessible, we 
have not got any eggs. I ain a close prisoner at 
the corner of my tablc, poring over my observa- 
tion and angle book, and have at lcngth laid 
down upon paper the Tvcst coast of Icing Wil- 
liam’s Land to my satisfaction. Tidal obscrva- 
tions are commenced ; and the ancroid and nicr- 
curial barometers are again being compared iii 
order to verify the former. 

16th. flatzadag iz&ht.-We are now almost ready 
for sea. There is a much larger space of water 
in Bellot Strait, reaching tvitliin 300 or 400 yards 
of us. Long cracks or lanes of water hi~ve been 
seen in Prince Rcgent’s Inlet. The decay of tho 
ice continues, though not with equal rapidity, 
yet with vcry satisfktory dcspntch. Westerly 
winds and clear weather prevail. Christian ha9 
seen two reindeer this .vveelr, and has shot fL 1’er.J’ 
few birds, and seven seals. As these crcaturcs 
lie basking upon the ice, he crawls LIP to t l l e ~  

25* 
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behind a small calico screen, fitted upon a minia- 
ture sledge about a foot long, on which there is a 
rest for the muzzle of his rifle, and a slit in the 
calico through which he fires it. Thc seals afford 
an avcrage weight of thirty pounds of cxcellciit 
Gesli inca,t, which we relish greatly, and coiisiclcr 
niuch better suited to our prcsent condition tlian 
such poor venison as reindeer tvould furiiish at 
this season. A single hare 11:~s been Eliot; ilie 
white fur has nearly all disappeared, and left ex- 
posed the summer coat o i  dull lead color. Sev- 
eral srmll birds not common to the northward 
are found here. Insects abound; thc Doctor is 
perpetually in chase, unless busily occupied in 
grubbing up plants. Young is surveying the 
harbor. 1Iobsoii fully occupied in preparing the 
ship for sea. I have been giving some attention 
to the engines and boiler, and hope, with the help 
of thc two stolcers, to be able to malie use of our 
fitearn power. 

The nien have receivcd my hearty thanks for 
their great exertions during the travelling period. 
I told them I considered every part of our search 
to have been fully and efficiently pcrforlnecl. 
Our labors have determined the exact positiol1 of 
the extreme nortlierii promontory of the conti- 
nent of America; I have affixed to i t  the name 
of Murehison, after the distinguished President of 
the Royal Geographical Society - tIic strcnuons 
advocate for this (‘ fLuther search ” - and the able 
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champion of Lady Franlrlin when she needed all 
the support which private friendsliip and public 
spirit could bestow. 

23rd.-The ice in Prince Regciit's Iiilct is 
broken up into pack, but the prevalence of enst- 
erly winds keeps it in close upon the shore. The 
ice about us is very much decayed, holes through 
it in many places. No reindeer seen this week, 
and only two seals procured ; one of them shot by 
Christian, the other was killed by a bear, which 
ran off bcfore Samuel could come within shot of 
him. A fos, a gull, a couple of ducks, and one or 
two lemmings, complete our game list for the 
week, yet our two Esquimaux are indefatigable in 
the pui-suit. We eat a11 the birds and seals we 
can shoot,, as well as mustard and cress as fast as 
we can grow it, but the quantity is very small. 
We sometimes refiesh ourselves with a salad of 
so&el-leaves, or roots of the little plant with lilac 
flowcr of snapdragon shape, named Pcdiczdaris 
himuta. 

The seine has been hauled in tlie narrow lake 
at the head of the harbor7 but3 as it was not well 
managed, only a dozen small trout were taken, 
though several were seen. We have tried for roclr- 
cod, but without SUCCCSS. The relics of the lost 
cxpedition have been aired, exhibited to tlze cre\V7 
labelled, and packed away. The Doctor Ilns beell 
dredging lately. A record detailing our proceed- 
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ings has been placed in a cairn upon the west 
point of Depat Bay. 

1st Azyzut. - A long continuance of unusually 
calm, bright, and warm weather has been favor- 
able to our painting and cleaning the ship, scrap- 
ing masts, and so forth. The result is that she 
looks unusually smart and &cy, and our impa- 
tience to exhibit her, and ourselves at home is 
much increased. With the exception of a few 
gulls, and n duck, our hunters have shot notli- 
ing lately, although constantly out, either darting 
about in their I ~ ~ y a k s  or ranging over the hills ; 
in fact there is nothing which they ccm shoot ; the 
ducks are tolerably numerous, but extremely 
wild ; the valleys are respectably clothed with 
vegetation, yet only one animal - a hare-has 
been seen. I was so fortunate as to shoot a 
snowy owl, the flesh of which was white and ten- 
der, but, to  my palate, tasteless, although Peter- 
sen considers that “owl is the best beef in the 
country.” 

On Thursday night me found the harbor-ice to 
be quietly drifting out, of course taking us with 
it. The night was calm, the current in Bellot 
Strait very strong; we were almost helpless 
under the circumstances, 2nd therefore felt the 
danger of our position. To warp the ship along 
thc ice-edge, out of the way of the shorc and 
rocks as it turned round and drifted along the 
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cliffs to tlie westward, gave us some bours' occw 
pation.' At length it stuck ftist between FOX Isl- 
and and the main. 

A t  turn of tide on Friday morning it began to 
drift eastward, and by tliis time being much 
broken up, and a breeze coming to our aid, we 
managed to extricate ourselves and reach a secure 
ancliorage in Point Icenedy. 

On Saturday night some ice tliat was left came 
drifting out of the inner harbor, and obliged us to 
slip our cable ; but after a few hours we regained 
our berth in safety, and have since been un- 
disturbed. There is no immediate prospect of 
escape, but we expect a prodigious smashing up 
of the ice whenever a strong wind springs up to 
set it in motion. To-day the stenin  vas got up, 
and with the help of our two stolrers I worked 
the engines for a short time. It is very cheering 
to know that we still have steam power at our 
command, although, by tlie deaths of poor Mr. 
Brand and Robert Scott, wc were deprived of our 
engineer and engine-driver. 

The mean temperature €or July has been 40'-14, 
which is above the average for this region j the 
July temperatures have usually varied from 36" 
to 42". 

All arc now in good health, but Hobson still 
little lame. The issue of lemon-juice has been re- 
duced to the ordinary allowance of half an ounce 
daily (as  we have but little that is really good), 
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lest another winter should become inevitable, 
which, I can devoutly say, may God forbid’! 

Monday &$t, 8th. - Very anxiously awaiting 
an opportunity to escape. We have constantly 
watched the ice from the neighboring hills, includ- 
ing the lofty summit of Mount Walker -named 
after the Doctor, who was the first to ascend it 
(1123 feet) -from which Fury Point can be dis- 
tinguished, but nothing very cheering has been 
seen. We had n N.E. gale, accompanied by rain 
and a considerable fall of the barometer, a few 
days ago; and as it blew freshly from the westward 
this morning, I went to a hill-top and saw that 
much ice had been broken up in Brentford Bay, 
and that there were streaks of mater along the 
land between Possession Point and I-Iazard Inlet ; 
this water, however, was not accessible to us. 

The ice about Pemmican Rock was much in 
the same position as we found it last year, but 
Bellot Strait was perfectly clear. All the ice in 
this harbor, in DepOt Bay, and Hazard Inlet, is 
gone, by far the greater part having decayed, not 
drifted away. 

Later in the day and from loftier hil1-tops, a 
good deal of water was seen off Cape Garry, :Lnd 
a water-sky beyond. It now blows vel-y strong- 
ly from the S.W., the most desirable quarter ; and 
as the anxious desire to escape has become op- 
pressive, i t  is not t~ be wondered at that now our 
hopes have become extravagant. We may evcn 
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make a start to-morrow ! On the other hm6, n 
careful emmination of our provision store sliows 
that, should we be obliged to speiid another win- 
ter liere, we must curtail our allowance of‘ meat 
-fresh and salt - to three-qunrters of a pound, 
aiid have to use but vcry indifferent lemon-juice. 
The spirits, I rqjoice to say, will very shortly be 
entirely expended. 

On the morning of the 3rd instant, when the 
rain ceased and N.E. gale sprang up, two claps of 
thunder were distinctly heard j this occurs but 
very rarely in these latitudes. There is ample 
occupation for the men but not much for the 
officers; as for myself, I write a great dcal, and 
work occasionally at  our chart of discoverics ; the 
only refreshment I indulge in is an occasional 
dive into paclrets of old letters. All yesterday 
the harbor was full of ice set in by southerly and 
westerly winds, and so closely pnclred that one 
might have wallred over it to the shore j to-day it 
has nearly all drifted out again. The subjoined 
list will show what game we have been abIe to 
obtain by constant and arduous labor from the 
resources of these regions during nearly two 
years’ sojourn. 

GAME LIST. 



Only 2 dovckies wero seen, 1 in winter, and 1 in summe plumage. 
A fcw scals werc sccn as carly as tlic month of Fcbrc~ary. 
Duclis, gecsc, and gulls WCI% tho usunl kind of wild fowl Itillc8. 
During the 4 months occupicd in sailing from Davis Strait to Bsllot 

Strait, many looms and rotchics, and 5 or G bcars wcrc shot. 

WWiae.sduy, 10th.-The S.W. wind proved a 
good friend to us; by the morning of the 9th it 
had moved the ice off shore, and cleared away a 
passage for us out of Brentford Bay. We started 
under steam at eleven o’clock yesterday morning, 
and, passing round Lond Island, made sail along 
the land towards Cape Gnrry, there being a chan- 
nel about 2 or 3 miles wide between the pack and 
the shore. 

The wind now €ailed us, and I experienced 
some little difficulty in the management of the 
engines and boiler ; the latter primed so violently 
as to send the water over our top gallant yard, 
and the tail valve of the condenser by some means 
had got out of its seat, and admitted air to the 
condenser ; but eventually we got the engines 
to work well, and steamed across Cresswell Bay 
during the night. The pack rested against Fury 
Point, and an east wind springina up, we made 9 fast to a large grounded mass of ice in Adelaide 
Bay, about mile off shore, and in 3 &thorns 
water, at eleven o’clock this morning. I-Inving 
managed the engines for twenty-four consecutive 
hours, I was not sorry to get into bed. We wero 
hardly out of Brentford Bay when fuImar petreIs 
and white whales were seen; the first we have 
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noticed for eleven and a half months. Dovekies 
are likewise abundant, and a seal has already been 
shot. Cresswell Bay is perfectly clear of ice, but 
this pale limestone land is the perfection of steril- 
ity, even with the rugged hills of Brentford Bay 
in lively recollection. 

Upon the east side of Port Kenedy the bones 
of whales were found in two places a mile apart 
from each other; the lowest of them was 180 feet 
above the sea, the second was more than 300 feet 
high. The latter I examined, and found a jaw- 
bone, two ribs, a joint of the vertebrq and frag- 
ments of other bones, all more or less buried in 
the soil, and much heavier than the bones of a 
recent animal ; they lay within 40 or 60 ynrds of 
each other, and upon a little fist patch of rather 
rich earth, a rocky hill above, and steep slope 
below ;-they are also nearly n mile inland. 

Of the traces which we have left behind us, the 
most considerable are the graves of our two sliip- 
mates within the western poin: of our little liar- 
bor ; they were tastefully sodded round, and plnnt- 
ed over with the usual Arctic flowers. There is 
our record in a conspicuous cairn a t  the west 
point of Depot or Transition Bay: we left also 
three cases of pemmican near the east end of 
the Long Lake, and our travelling boat near its 
west end, at the head of False Strait. 

Ilfoizday, 16Sh. -Strong east winds, with much 
rain, have imprisoned us liere for thc last four 
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days, and driven the whole pack close in, com- 
pletely filling up Cresswell Bay. We remain fast 
to the grounded ice, which shields us from pres- 
sure, otherwise we should have been driven irre- 
trievably on shore. A couple more seals and a 
white whale have been shot; the latter measured 
13; feet long, and proved to be a female of ordi- 
nary dimensions, and of an uniform cream color ; 
the eyes are extremely small, and orifices of the 
ears scarcely large enough to admit a crowquill. 
We dined off steaks of the flesh, and prefer it to  
seal, which it very much resembles, but i t  is not 
quite so tender ; the skin is greatly prized by the 
Greenlanders as an antiscorbutic; it is a sort of 
gristly gelatinous substance, nearly half an inch 
thick, and possessing very little taste; fried and 
eaten with fish-sauce, it reminded me of cod 
sound, though not so good. 

The blubber fills two twenty-gallon caslrs; it 
produces oil of a quality superior to seal oil. ; not 
an ounce of the flesh or skin of this huge animal 
hasbeen thrown away, the men having a whole- 
some dread of scurvy, and unbounded confidence 
in “blood-meat,” such as this! The Doctor has 
picked up a few fossils very similar to those for- 
merly brought home from Port Leopold. 

To our great joy the east wind died away this 
morning, and immediately a west wind sprang 
up, which very quiclcly freshened to a smart gale. 
At four o’clock this afternoon we were able to 
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malse.sni1, the ice having moved about 3 milev 
off shore. Passed within a milc of Fury Bench 
two hours afterwards, and saw the framing of the 
house, the boats and casks very distinctly. 

17U.t. -After passing Fury Beach it fell calm, 
so we steamed up as far as Batty Bay. On Tues- 
day afternoon we were off Port Leopold, run- 
ning fast, when thick fog came on, and we got 
involved in loose ice, and seriously damaged our 
rudder. The boats and stores at Port Leopold 
nppearcd to remain as we left them last year. 
The flagstaff on the summit of' North-east Cape 
(over Whale Point) is still standing, but not 
erect. 

Fog and ice obstructed o w  progress during 
the night; but this morning when I came on 
deck at eight o'clock, the day was bright, clear, 
and charming; no ice visible, except about 
Leopold Island, which was now some miles be- 
hind us. Towards evening the wind became 
contrary. 

8iinday cve ihy ,  2181. - At sea - out of sight of 
land ! 

On the 19th we were somewliat delayed by 
loose ice off Cape Hay, but by noon yesterday 
were close off Cape Burney, and whilst almost 
Becalmed there, a mother bear swam off to us 
with two interesting cubs about the size of very 
large dogs. Foolish creatures! a volley of rifles 
decided their fate in a very €ew seconds. Not 
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finding any whaling vessels off Pond‘s Inlet, the 
land-ice which shelters the whales having all dis- 
appeared, we therefore concluded that the whalers 
had left in consequence, so, without seeking €or 
them further south, a t  once changed our course 
for Disco. 

To-day only a. few icebergs have becn seen. 
There ie a good deal of swell, so we tumble 
about. Roast v&aZ has appeared amongst the 
delicacies of our table since the battue of yes- 
terday, and Christian has asked for a portion 

’ of the old bear to carry home to his mother. 
Bear’s flesh is really considered a delicacy in 
Greenland. 

25th.-Becalmed oiT Hare Island, and getting 
the steam ready. We are only 108 miles froni 
Godhavn, and the anxiety to clutch our letters 
has become intolerable. No pack-ice has been 
met with in our passage across Baffin’s Bay, but 
many icebergs. This morning the lofty snow- 
clad land of Noursoalr and Disco was beauti- 
fully distinct; and at the same time ihe wind 
died away, leaving us, at least, the opportunity 
to contemplate at our Z&ure their gloomy graii- 
deur. 

Fair 
winds and calms have alternated since then, but 
this evening are within 30 miles, and hope 
sooil to get into port. I have been reading over 
Young’s report of’ his spring journey. I t  corn= 

26th. - Steamed for ten hours last night 
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prises seventy-eight days of sledge-travelling, and 
certainly under most discouraging circumstances. 
Leaving the ,ship on 7th April, he crossed the 
western strait to Prince of Wales’ Land, and 
thence traced its shore to the south and west. 
On reaching its southern termination - Cape 
Swiiiburne, so named in honor of Rear-Admiral 
Swinbume, a inuch-esteemed €ricnd of Sir J. 
Franklin, and onc of the earliest supporters of 
this final expeditioiz - he describes the land as 
extremely low and deeply covered with snow, the 
heavy gronndcd hummocks wIiich fringed its mo- 
notonous coast alone indicating the line of demar- 
cation betwist land and sea. To the north-east of 
this termiiinl cnpc the sca was covered with level 
floe formed in tlic fid1 of last year, whilst all to 
the iiortli-westward of the same cape was pack 
consisting of heavy ice-masses, formed perhaps 
years ago in far distant and wider seas. 

Young attempted to cross the channel which 
he discovered between Prince of Wales’ Islancl 
and Victoria Land; but from the rugged nature 
of the ice, found it quite impracticable with the 
means and time remaining at his disposal. Young 
cspresscs his firm conviction that this channel is 
so constantly cholccd up with unusually llcavy ice 

to bc quite uniinvigable ; it is, in fnct, a conliiz- 
uozis ice-sheanz from the N.W. 13% opinioll coin- 
cides with my 015711, n~nd wit11 those of Captains 
Ommanney and Osborn, when those oacers ex- 
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plored the north-western shores of Prince of 
Wales’ Land in 1851. 

Fearing that his provisions might run short he 
sent back one sledge with four men, and con- 
tinued his march with only one man and the 
clogs for forty days! They were obliged to 
build a snowhut each night to sleep in, as the 
tent was sent back with the men; but latterly, 
when the weather became more mild, they pre- 
ferred sleeping on the sledge, as the constructing 
of a snow-hut usually occupied them for two 
hours. Young completed the exploration of this 
coast beyond the point marlced upon the charts 
as Osborn’s farthest, up nearly to lat. 73” N., but 
no cairn was found. Young, however, recognized 
tshe remarlcably shaped conical hills spoken o i  by 
Osborn, when he a t  his farthest, in 1851, struck 
off to the westward. 

The coast-line throughout was extremely low ; 
and in the thick disagreeable weather which he 
almost constantly experienced, it was often a 
matter of great difficulty to prevent straying 
off the eoasbline inland. He commenced his 
return on the 11th May, and reached the ship 011 
7th June, in wretched health arid depressed in 
spirits. 

Directly his health was partially re-established, 
he, in spite of the Doctor’s rernonstranccs, as I 
have before said, spin set out on the 10th with 
his party of inen a d  the dogs, to complete the 
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exploration of both shores of the continuation of 
Peel Sound, between the position of the ‘Fox’ 
aiid the points reached by Sir James Ross in 
1840, and Lieutenant Browne in 1851. This he 
accomplished without finding any trace of the 
lost espedition, and the parties were again on 
board by 28th June. The ice travclled over in 
this last journey was almost all formed last au- 
tumn. 

The extent of coast-line explored by Captain 
Young amounts to 380 miles, whilst that discov- 
ered by Hobson and myself amounts to nearly 
420 miles, making n total of 800 geographical 
miles of new coast-line which we lime laid down. 

Hobson’s report is a minute record of all that 
occiirred during his journey of seventy-four days, 
and includes a list of all the relics brought on 
board, or seen by him. I& suffered very severely 
in health: when oiily ten days out from the ship, 
traces of scurvy appeared ; when a month absent 
lie waked lame ; towards the latter elid of the 
journey he was compelled to allow himself to be 
dragged upon the sledge, iiot being able to walk 
more than a few yards at a tiine; and on arriving 
at the ship on tho 14th June, poor Hobson was 
unable to stand. How strongly this bears upon 
the last sad march of the lost crews! And yet 
Hobson’s food throughout the whole journey was 
pemmican of the very best quality, the most 
nutritious description of food that we kllow of, 
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and varied occasionally by such game as they 
were able to shoot. In spite of this fresh-meat 
diet, scurvy advanced with rapid strides. 

After leaving me at Cape Victoria, he says- 
‘( No difficulty was esperienced in crossing James 
Ross Strait. The ice appeamd to be of but one 
year’s growth ; and although it was in many places 
much crushed up, we easily found smooth leads 
through the lincs of hummocks ; many vcry heavy 
inasses of ice, evidently of foreign formation, have 
been here arrested in thcir drift : so large are they 
that, in the gloomy weather we experienced, they 
were often taken for is1,znds.” 

Agizin, at Cape Pelis, He observes, - ‘‘ The 
pressure of the ice is severe, but the ice itself is 
not remarkably heavy in character ; the shoalness 
of the coast keeps the line of pressure at  consicl- 
erable distance from the bcnch ; to tlic northward 
of the island the ice, as Car as I could see, was 
very rough, and crushed up into large masses.” 
Here we notice the gradual change-in the char- 
acter of the ice as Ilobson left the Boothian shore 
and advanced towards Victoria Strait. The ‘‘ very 
heavy masses of ice, evidently of foreign forma- 
tion,” had drifted in from the N.W. through 
iWC!ure Strait; Victoria Strait, \vas full of it ; 
and I-Io!)son’s description of the ice he passeed 
over dearly illustrates Low ~ran~r l in ,  leaving 
clear water behind him, pressed his ships into the 
pack when hc attelnpted to force througli Victoria 
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Stsait. How very different the result nzzj;r,t and 
probably zoozild have been had he linown of the 
csistence of a ship-channel, sheltered by King 
William Island from this tremendous ‘‘ polar 

Hobson left King William Island on the last 
d ~ ~ y  of May, having spent thirty-one days on its 
desolate shores. During that period one bear and 
five willow grouse were shot ; one wolf and a fccw 
foxes were seen. One poor fox u7as either so dcs- 
perately hungry, or so charmed with the rare sight 
of aniinated beings, that he played about tlie 
party until the dogs siia,pped him up, although in 
harness and dragging the sledge at tlie time. A 
few gulls were seen, but not until after the first 
week in June. 

I havc already cxplained how Hobson €ound 
the records and thc boat: he csercised his dis- 
cretionary powcr with sound judwmen t, and coni- 
pletcd his scarch so well, that, in coming over 
the same ground aftcr him, I could not discover 
any trace that had cscaped him. 

I quite agree with liim that there may be 
many small articles beneath the snow; but that 
cairns, graves, or any conspicuous objects could 
exist upon SO low and uniform a shore, without 
our having seen them, is abizost impossible. 

Swzday cvcm’uy, 2 OLh. - Calm, warm, lovcly, 
weather; and we are tIiorou&ly enjoying it in 
the quiet security of Lievely harbor, or Godhavn. 

pack ” ! 

tl 
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Although Friday night was dark, we managed to 
find out the harbor’s month, and slowly steamed 
into it. The inhabitants were awoke by Petersen 
demanding our letters, but great indeed was our 
disrtppointment at finding only a very few letters 
and two or three papers, and these for the officers 
only! It appears that on the arrival of the 
whalers in early spring, the ice prevented their 
usual communication with the settlement, thcre- 
fore the letters on board of them were unavoida- 
bly carried northward. Some few, however, which 
came out in the ‘Truelove,’ were landed at the 
neighboring settlement of Noursoalc, and from 
thence were sent back to Godhavn. 

It is rather a nervous thing opening the first 
letters after a lapse of more than two years. We 
received them in our beds at three o’clock in the 
morning; and when we met at breakfast were 
able, thank God ! to congratulate each other upon 
the receipt of cheering home news. Lady Frank- 
lin and Miss Cracroft wrote to me from Bourne- 
mouth in March last. They have travelled more 
than we have, I think, having visited almost 
all the countries bordering the Mediterraneaa 
and Black: Seas, posted tlirough the Crirnea, and 
steamed up the Danube ! I am much gratified to 
learn that I have been elected a member of the 
Royal Yacht Squadron during niy absence. 

Yesterday morning I called upon the inspector, 
Mr. Olrik, who has been home to Denmark since I 
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saw him last spring. ’ In  the autumn he took Mrs. 
Olrik and his family to Copenhagen, and has but 
just returned alone. He received me with h k  
usual kindness, and promised me such supplies as 
we require. It so happens that none of my expect- 
ed business letters have arrived, so that I am not 
accredited in the slightest degree, nor is there 
any hint thrown out as to  where I am to take the 
‘Fox.’ Mr. Olrik gave me a large bundle of 
‘ Illustrated London News,’ which was exceed- 
ingly acceptable, and told us that Austria was at  
war with France and Xtirdinia. By the latest 
news a battle had been fought and won by the 
latter Powers. Most fortunately a ‘Navy List’ 
had come out to Hobson, otherwise I think we 
should have been utterly brokenhearted. We 
study its pages daily, and delight in noticing the 
advancement of our many friends. 

1st Xqd., Thursday ~zz$t. - At sea, on i%e pm.sqe, 
and already enjoying, by anticipation, the pleas- 
ures of home! Five busy days were spent in 
Godhavn, supplying our little wants, in as far as 
they could be supplied, including 100 gallons of 
light beer. The natives were very useful, tlis 
men bringing off water, stone ballast, and sand, 
and a troop of Esquimaux girls scrubbing the 
paintwork and the decks. 

E x h  evening the men wcnt on shorc, talcing 
with them a very limited quantity of rumpunch 
for the ladies, and danced for several hours in a 



312 PART FROM OUR ESQUIMAUX BRIENDS. CIIAP. XVIL 

large store ; whilst the officers and myself spent 
the timc with Mr. Olrik or the other Danish gen- 
tIemen - Messrs. Andersen, Bulbrue, and Tyner. 
Nothing could exceed their kindness to us, whilst 
their good humor and their anecdotes, sometimes 
expressed in quaint English, greatly amused us. 
We shall always retain very agreeable recollec- 
tions of Godhavn ; twice has it been to us an Arc- 
tic home. 

Mr. Petersen’s nieces, the belles of the place, 
came on board (Miss Sophia with scented cambric 
handkerchief and gloves - in other respects she 
adheres to the Esquimmx costume); they were 
pleased with the organ, althoiigh it is out of 1.c- 
pair, and they sang together very sweetly for us. 
Our Esquimaux shipmates, Christian and Samuel, 
were discharged, and, by their own request thcir 
wages given in charge to Mr. Olrilc and Mr. 13~1- 
brue ; they seemed to understand the importance 
of husbanding their wealth. Christian said he 
thought it would not be all spent under three 
years. First of a11 he intended buying Q rifle for 
his brother, and then some wood to build a house 
for himself 

I was gratified very much when 1 heard them 
say that the men had treated them very mell- 

all the same as brothers;” and they really 
seemed sorry to h v c  the ship ; they would come 
on board and look gravely about at everything 
as if regretting the coming separation. Even 
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our poor dogs seemed to tliinlr the ship their nat- 
ural abode ; although landed at the settlement, 
they soon ran rouiid the harbor to the point near- 
est the ship, and there, upon the rocks, spent the 
whole period of our stay. 

On Tuesday night we set off some fireworks on 
shore to amuse the natives, for I intended sailiiig 
next day, but the wind prevented my doing so. 
Tlic last day was spent in the interchange of 
presents between o w  Danish friends and our- 
selves ; indeed, the sincere liearty good feeling 
wliich existed be tween every individual in the 
Fox ' and the iiihabitants of the settlement was 

as gratifying as nppnrcnt. Almost the only fresh 
supplies obtained liere vcrc rock cod and snlinon- 
trout from Disco fiord. During our stay tlic 
weather was delightful; indeed it was the first 
realIy fine weather they had experienced at G o b  
havn during the present season, the suniiner hav- 
ing been cold and wet. 

101h h'qt., h'uhaday n$t. - Today me passed 
to  the eastward of Cape Farewell, but about 100 
miles to tlic south of it. The last iceberg was 
seen to-day j and iiow we are running aloiig 
swiftly before a pleasant N.W. breeze. Hither to 
we have had every variety of wind and weathei; 
€rom ;I calni to a gale, but generally the wind has 
been favorable. The change of temperature is 
already perceptible. 

Xatzirduy @$if, 17th Xcpt. - A week of hvora- 
27 
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ble gales has brought us froin Cape Farewell to 
withiii 400 miles of Land’s End, or about 1100 
miles of distance. But sncll rough wcather is 
not  pleasant in so small a vessel, however much 
“lilre a cluck ” she may be; and. our two years’ 
sojourn in the still waters of the frozen Ndrth has 
made us very susceptible of the change. 
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C 0 N C L U  S IO N. 

WE sailed a11 the way home from Greenland, yct 
the ‘Fox’ niadlc thc passage in only ninctccn 
days, arriving in the English Channel on the 30th 
September; on tlie evcning of tlic 21st I reached 
London (having landed at Portsmouth), a id  made 
known to the Admiralty the result of niy voyage. 

On tlie 23rcl September tlic ‘Fox’ was taken 
into dock at Blacliwall ; aid, through thc Irind- 
ncss and promptitude of the Lords of the Adini- 
ralty, I was enabled on tlic 2St11, when tlie crew 
wcre assembled for tlic last time, to present the 
Arctic medal to such of my companions as liacl 
not already received it for prcvious Arctic ser- 
vice, and also to inform Lieutenant Eobsoiz that 
his promotion to tlic raiik of Commander ~voulcl 
speedily tnlre place. 

I will not intrude upon the reader, who litis 
followcd me through thc pages of this simple 
narrative, any description of my feelings 011 find- 
ing the cnthusiasm with wliicli we were d l  rc- 
ceived 011 landing upon our native shores. The 
blessing of Providence had attended OUY eKorts, 
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and more than a full measure of approval from 
our friends and countrymen has been our reward. 
For myself the testimonial given me by the offi- 
cers and crew of the ‘ Pox ’ has touched me per- 
haps more than all. Thc purchase of a gold 
chronometer, for presentation to me, was the first 
use the men made of their earnings j and as long 
as I live it will remind me of that perfect har- 
mony, that mutual esteem and goodwill, which 
made our ship’s company a happy little commu- 
nity, and contributed materially to the success of 
the expedition. 

The names I have given to my discoveries are, 
with the exception of those by which I have en- 
deavored to honor the members of the lost expe- 
dition, the names of active supporters of the 
recent search, and fricnds of Franklin and his 
companions, though such names are far from 
exhausting the number of those who have the 
highest claims to distinction on both grounds. 

I t  will be observed that I have rcfraincd from 
repeating names which lime already been com- 
memorated by prccecling commanders, and which 
therefore arc already in our charts. Besides 
the individuals already mentioned in tlze nar- 
rative, Sir Thomas D. Rclanil, one of the most 
zealous promoters of the search, both in and 
out of the House of Commons; Monsieur De 
la Roquette, Vice-president of the Geographical 
Xocicty of Paris, and author of an interesting bio- 
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grnphy of Franlilin ; Rear-Admiral Fitzroy j and 
Major-Geiicral Pasley, R.E., staid high amongst 
those vliom it lins been niy privilege to honor. 

Rltliougli rvlucli talent has been brought to 
bear upon the decipliering of the letters founcl in 
a, pocketbook iiear Cape Herschel (page 249 aide), 
yet, from tlicii- being SO very mucli defaced by 
time, only a few dctnclied sentelices have been 
made out, and these do not in the slightest de. 
gree rdcr to tlie proceedings of the lost espedi- 
tion. 

It will be seen that I have noticed (page 2 G O )  
the discrepancy between tlie number of souls nc- 
counted €or by tlic Point Victory Record, and tlie 
generiilly reccivcd opinion that 138 individuals 
sailed in the ‘ Ercbus ’ and ‘ Terror.’ 

1 am now enribled to state, on tlie authority 
of tlie hdmimlty, that only oiie hundred aid 
thirty-four individuals left the United Kingdom, 
and of these five meii subsequently returned : 
one by I1.M.S. ‘ Eattlei-,’ and four by the transport 
‘ Ekrrctto Junior;’ SO I1i:~t only one hundred and 
twenty-nine - the exact number mentioned in 
tIic record -actually entered tlie icc. The fivo 
iiiv a I’d I s were - 

From I1.Ril.S. ‘ Terror’,’ John Brown, Ablc scaman. 
6‘ Robert Cam, Armorcr. 
‘6 James Elliot, Sailmalter. 
(1 JViIliam Aitltcn, Jfarine. 

From 1I.M.s. ‘Ercbus,’ Tlioiiins Birt, Ariiiorer. 
2 ;* 
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The relics we have brought home hmc been 
depodted by the Admiralty in the United Scrvice 
Institution, and now forni a national inemento -- 
the most simple and most touching-of those 
heroic incn who perislied in the pntli of duty, 
but not  until they had acliieved the grand object 
of their voyage, - the .Discovery of the Nor’Uz- H‘est 
P C 6 S S C ~ ~ C .  

London, 24171 Nov. 1859. 
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No. I. 
A LETTER TO VISCOUNT PALBfERSTON, K.G., Lc., 

FROM LADY FRANKLIN. 

GO, I’d1 Mnll, Dcccmbcr 2, 1856. 
MY  LORD^-- 
I trust I may be permitted, as the widow of Sir 

John Franklin, to draw thc attention of I-Icr Majcsiy’s 
Govcrnment to the unsettled state of a question which 
a few months ago was under thcir consideration, and 
to express a wcll-grounded hope that a final effort may 
bc made to ascertain the fate and rccover the remains 
of my husband’s cxpedition. 

Your Lordship will allow me to remind you that a 
Memorial” with this object in view (of which I enclose 
a printed copy) was early in June last prcscnted to, 
and kindly received by yon. It had been signed 
within forty-ciglit liours by all the leading men of 
science thcn in Loiidon who had an opportunity of 
sccing it, and miglit have rcceivccl an indefinite aug- 
mentation of worthy names had not thc urgcncy of the 
question forbiddcn delay. To thc above names wcrc 
appendcd those of the Arctic ofIicers who liad bcen 
personally engaged in the scarch; and who, though - 

U: Sea Appendix 11. 
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abscnt, were known to be favorable to another effort 
for its completion. And though that united applica- 
tion obtained no immcdiatc result, i t  was felt, and by 
no one more strongly than myself, that it never could 
be utterly wasted. 

I venture also to allude to a letter of my own ad- 
dressed to the Lords Commissioners of thc Admiralty 
in  April last, and a copy of which accompanied, I be- 
lieve, the Memorial to your Lordship, wherein I ear- 
nestly deprecated any prematurc adjudication of the 
reward claimed by Dr. Rae, on the ground that the 
fatc of my husband’s expedition was not yet ascer- 
tained, and that i t  was due both to the living and the 
dcad to complete a scarcli which had been hitherto 
pursucd under the greatest disadvantage, for want of 
the clue which was now €or the first time in our hands. 

The Memorial above alludcd to, and my own lettcr 
oi  earlier date, had not yet received any reply, when, 
in the month of July, the Lords of the Admiralty 
caused prompt inquiries to be made as to the possi- 
bility of equipping a ship at that advanccd season, 
in time €or effcctive operations in the ficld of search. 
The result was that i t  was pronounced to be too late, 
and thc subject was dismissed €or that scason. 

Upon th i s  I addresscd a lettcr to the Board (of 
which I take the liberty to enclose a copy), respectfully 
showing that by this unfortunate delay the opportunity 
had also been talren from me of sending out a vcsscl 
at my own cost, a measure which I had pcviously felt 
myself obliged to slate to thcir Lordships would be the 
alternative of any adverse dccision on thcir part. I 
pleadccl therefore, 6s the only remedy for the loss of 
an entire summer season, that the route by Behring 
Straits was by sorne of the most competent Arctic 
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officers considercd preferabk to the eastern route, and 
that the cquipmcnt of a vessel €or this direction need 
not take place before the close of the ycar. 

In reply, their Lordships caused me to be informed 
that they had come to the decision not to send any 
expedition to the Arctic regions in the present year.” 

This communication, however, was in answer mercly 
to my own letter. The Memorialisp had as yet re- 
ccivcd no reply, and accordingly the Prcsident of the 
Royal Socicty put a question respecting thc Memorial 
in thc I€ousc of Lords a t  thc closc of the session, 
which drew from one of Her R‘Iajesty’s Ministers (Lord 
Stanley ), after some preliminary observations, the as- 
surance that IIer Majesty’s Government would give 
the subject their serious consideration during the re- 
cess. I may be permitted to add, that, in the con- 
vcrsatioii which followcd, Lord Stanley cxpresscd him- 
self as very favorably disposed towards a proposition 
made io him by Lord Wrottesley, that, in the event of 
therc being no Government cxpedition, I should be as- 
sisted in fitting out my own expedition ; an assurance 
which Lord Wrottcslcy had the ltindness to communi- 
cate to me by letter. 

But, my Lord, as nothing has occurred within the 
last few months to wealten the reasons which induced 
thc Admiralty, early i n  JuIy last, to contemphtc an- 
other final effort, and as thcy put it aside at that time 
on thc sole ground that i t  mas too late to q u i p  a ves- 
sel for that mason, I trust i t  will be fclt that I am not 
cndeavoring to re-opcn a closcd qucstioii, but incrcly 
to obtain the settlement of one which has not ceased 
to be, and is wen now, under favorable considcration. 
The time has arrived, however, when I trust I may be 

v 
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pardoned for pressing your Lordship, with whom I 
believe the question rests, for a decision, since by 
further dclay even my own efforts may be paralyzed. 

I have cherished the hope, i n  common with others, 
that we are not waiting in vain. Should, however, 
that decision unfortunatcly throw upon mc thc respon- 
sibility and the cost of sending out a vessel myself, I 
beg to assure y ur Lordship that I shall not shrink, 
either from that weighty responsibility, or from the 
sacrifice of my entire available fortune for the purpose, 
supported as I am in my convictions by such high 
authorities as those whose opinions are on record in 
your Lordship’s hands, and by the hearty sympathy of 
many more. 

But before I take upon niyself so hcavy an obliga- 
tion, it is my bounden duty to entreat I-Icr Majesty’s 
Government not to disregard thc arguments which 
have led so many competent and honorable mcn to 
feel that our country’s honor is not satisficd, whilst a 
mystery which has excited the sympathy of the civil- 
ized world, rcmains uncleared. Nor less would I en- 
treat you to consider what must be the unsatisfactory 
consequences, if any endeavors should be made to 
quench all iurther efforts for this object. 

It cannot be that this long-vexed question would 
thereby be set at rest, €or it would still be true that in 
n certain circumscribed area within the Arctic circlc, 
approachable alike from the east, and from thc wesl, 
and sure to be attained by a combination of bot11 
movements, lies the solution of our unhappy coantry- 
mcn’s fate. While such is the case, the question will 
never die. I be1ie-m that again and again would efforts 
be made to reach that spot, and that the Government 

0 
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could not look on as unconcerned spectators, nor be 
relieved in public opinion of the responsibility-they had 
prematurely cast off. 

But I refrain from pursuing this argunieiit, thougli, 
if any illustration wcre wanting of its truth, I think it 
might be found in the events that are passing before 
our eyes. 

It is now about two years ago that one of I-Ier 
Majesty’s Arctic ships was abandoncd in the ice. In 
due time this ship floated away, was piclted up by an 
American whaler, carried into an American port, and 
(all property in her having becn relinquished by the 
Admiralty) was purchased o€ her rcscuers by the 
American Government, by whom she has been lav- 
ishly re-equipped, a’nd is now on her passage to Eng- 
land, a €ree gifk to the Queen. The ‘ Resolutc’ is 
about to be dclivercd up in Portsmouth harbor, not 
merely in evidence of the cordial relation existing be- 
tween the two countries, but as a lively toltcn of the 
deep interest and sympathy of the Americans in  that 
great cau& of humanity in which they have so nobly 
borne their part. Thc resolution of Congress expressly 
states this motive, and indeed there could be no other, 
as it is well ltiiown that €or any purposc but the Arctic 
service tho& expensive cquipments would bc lm-fectly 
useless and require removal. 

My Lord, you will not let this rcscucd and restored 
ship, cmblematic of so many enlightened and gcncrow 
sentiments, Pail, even partially, in lier significant nzis- 
sion. I vcnturc to hope that she \vi11 be accept& in 
thc spirit in which shc is sent. I 1iuinbIy trust that 
the American people, and especially that philanthropic 
citizen who has spcnt so largely of his private fortune 
in the search for thc lost ships, and to whom was coni. 
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mitted by his Government the entire charge of the 
equipmcnt of thc ‘Resolute,’ will bc rewarded for this 
sjgnal act of sympathy, by sceing her restored to her 
original vocation, so that she may bring back from the 
Arctic seas, if not some living remnant of our long-lost 
countrymen, yet at least the proofs that they have 
nobly pcrished. 

I need not add that we have as yet no proofs, what- 
ever may be our melancholy forebodings. That such 
is the fact, in a legal point of view, is shown by a case 
now or lately pending in thc Scotch Courts, in which 
the right of succession to a considerablc property is not 
admitted, on account of the absence of all but conjec- 
tural testimony. In this aspect of the question I have 
no personal interest, but it is one that may not be 
deemed unworthy of your Lordship’s attention, com- 
bined as it must be with the fact that our most ex- 
perienced Arctic officers are willing to stake their 
reputation upon the feasibility of reaching the spot 
where so many secrcts lie buried, if only they are sup- 
plied with the adequate means. 

It would be a waste of words to attempt to refute 
again the main objections that have been urged against 
a renewed search, as involvitig extraordinary danger 
and risking life. The safe return of our bfficcrs and 
men cannot be denied, ncither will it be disputed that 
each succeeding year diminishes the risk of casualty ; 
m d  indeed, I feel it would be especially superfluous 

unseasonable to argue against this particular ob- 
jection, or against the financial one which generally 
nccompanics it, at a moment when new expeditions 
for the glorious interests of science, and which cvery 
true lover of science and of his country must rejoice in, 
arc contemplated for the htorior of‘ Africa ant1 other 
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parts which are far less favorable to human life tlian 
thc icy regions of the north. 

But with rcspect to espcnditurc, I may pcrhapr be 
allowed, as I liavc alluclcd to that topic, again to call 
to your Lordship’s attention that the ‘Resolute’ is 
ready equipped €or Arctic scrvice by the inunificcncc 
of another nation, and to add that othcr Arctic ships, 
equally wcll fitted for the purpose, are lying uscless 
i n  Ilcr Majcsty’s doclryards, along with accumulated 
Arctic stows brought back by the late espeditions, and 
therefore long siiicc included i n  thc navy cstiinatcs i 
and which, besides, are available only for Arctic ser- 
vice, and, if sold, would be bought a t  only nomi’nal 
prices. In addition to the above sources of suppIy arc 
those already existing on thc Arctic shores, which are 
now studded with dcpois of provisions and fuel, lcft 
from the last and €ormer cxpcditions, and fit as ever 
for use, becausc of the conservative propertics of the 
climatc. 

But evcn wcrc thc espcnditurc gcatcr than can thus 
reasonably be espccted, I submit to your Lordship that 
this is a case of no ordinary exigency. These 135 men 
of the ‘Erebus’ and ‘Terror’ (or pcrhaps I should 
rattier say the grestcr part of thcrn, since wc do not 
yct that therc arc no  survivors) hsvc laid down 
thcir lives, after suffcrings doubtlcss af unexampled 
Eicvcrity, in  thc scrvice of their country, as truly as if 
they hac1 pcrishcd by thc rifle, the cannon-ball: or thc 
bayonet. Nay rnorc,-by attaining thc northcrn and 
already-surveyed coast of America., it is clcar that they 
solved the lxoblcm which was the object of their la- 
bors, or, in the beautiful words of Sir John Richardson. 
that "they forged the last linlc of the North-Wcst pas- 
sage with their liv?s.” 

2s 
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Simly, then, I may plead for such men, that a care- 
ful search be madc for any possible survivor, that the 
bones of the dead be sought for and gathered together, 
that their buried records be unearthed, or recovered 
from the hands of the Esquimaux, and above all, that 
their last written words, so precious to their bercaved 
families and friends, be saved from destruction. A 
mission so, sacred is worthy of a government which has 
grudged and spared nothing for its heroic soldiers and 
sailors in other Gelds of warfare, and will surely be 
cupproved by our gracious Queen, who overlooks none 
of Her loyal subjects suffering and dying for their 
country’s honor. 

This final and exhausting search is all I seek i n  be- 
half of the first and only martyrs to Arctic discovery in 
modern times, and it is all I ever intend to ask. 

But if, notwithstanding all I have presumed to urge, 
Her Majesty’s Government decline to complete the 
work they have carried on up to th i s  critical moment, 
but leave it to private hands to finish, I must then 
respect€ully request that measure of assistance in  be- 
half of my own expedition which I have been Ied to 
expect on the authority of Lord Stanley, as communi- 
cated to me by Lord Wrottesley, and on that of the 
First Lord of the Admiralty, as communicated to 
Colonel P h i p p s  in  a letter i n  my possession. 

It is with no desire to avert from myself the sacrifice 
of my own funds, which I devote without reserve to the 
object in view, that I plead for a libcral interpretation 
of those communications, but I owe it  to the consci- 
entious and l~ig~l-mindcd Arctic oificers who havc gen- 
erously offered me their serviccs, that my expedition 
should be made as efficient as possible, however re- 
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stricted it may bc in extent. The Admiralty, I fcel 
sure, will not deny ine what may be iieccssary for this 
purpose, since, if I do all I can wiih my own means, 
any deficiencies and shortcomings of a private expedi- 
tion cannot I think be justly laid to my charge. 
- In conclusion, I would earnestly entreat of Her Maj- 

esty’s Government, while this subject is still under 
deliberation, that they would be pleased to obtain the 
opinions of those persons who, in consequence of their 
practical lrnomletlgc atid vast experience, may be con- 
sidered best qualified to express them in thc presciit 
emergency. And as it must be in the ranks of those 
officcrs who would naturally be selected for commaiid 
of any final expedition tha t  thcse qualifications will 
most assuredly be found, I trust I may be pardoned 
for directing your Lordship’s attention to the names 
(which I put down in  the ordcr of thcir seniority) of 
Captains Collinson, Richards, McClintock, Maguire, 
and Osborn. All these oflicers have passed winter 
aiter winter in Arctic service, have carried out tlioso 
slrilful sledgc operations which have added so much io 
our knowledge of Arctic Geography, and have ever, 
in t h e  cxercise of combii~ed courage and discretioii, 
avoided disaster, and brought home their crcws in 
health and safety. 

I cornmit the prayer of this lcttcr, for the length of 
which I beg much to apologize, to your Lordship’s 
patient and kind considcration, € d i n g  assurcd that, 
however the burden oi  it may pa11 upon thc ear of 
some, who apparently judge of i t  ncithcr by the heart 
nor by the head, you will not 011 that, or on any light 
ground, hastily dismiss it. Rather lnay you be im- 
pelled to feel that the sllortest and surest way to set 
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the importunate question at  rest, is to  submit it to 
that final invcstigatioii which will satisfy thc ycarn- 
ings of surviving relatives and fricnds, and, what is 
justly of higher import to your Lordship, ihe credit 
and 1101ior of the country. 

I have thc honor to bc, ctc., 
JANE FRANKLIN. 

Thc Right IIon. Viscount Pdmcrston, 1Z.G. 
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No. 11. 
MEMORIAL TO TIIE RIGIIT LION. VISCOUNT 

PALMERSTON, AM?., G.C.13, 

London, Juno  9111, 1886. 

I~VPRESSED with the belief that I-Icr Majcsty's missing 
ships, the 6 Ercbus ' and ' Terror,' or tlicir remains, are 
still frozen up at no great distance from the spot 
whence certain relics of Sir Jolin Franklin and his 
crews were obtaincd by Dr. Rae,--we whose names 
are undersigned, whcther men of scicnce and othcrs 
who have taken a deep inlercst in Arctic discovery, 
or explorcrs who have been cniploycd in the searcli 
for our lost countrymen, bcg earnestly to impress 
upon your Lordship thc dcsirableiiess o€ sending out 
a n  Expedition to satisly the honor of our country, 
and clcar up a mystery which has excited the sym- 
pathy of the civilized world. 

This request is supported by many persons well 
vcrsccl in Arctic surveys, mho, sceing that the proposed 
Expedition is to be directed to one Limited area ody, 
are of opinioii that thc object is attainable, and with 
little risk. 

TVe can scarccly believe that the British Govern- 
ment, which to its great credit has made so many 
efforts in various directions to discover even the route 
pursued by Franklin, should ccase to prosecute re- 
search, now that thc locality has been clearly indicated 
wlicre the VCSSC~S or thcir rcmains must lie, -includ- 
ills, WC hope, records which \vi11 throw fresh l ight 
on Arctic gcogaphy, and dispel tlie obscurity in  
which the voyage arid fate of our countrymcii are 
still involved. 

28" 
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Although most persons have arrived at the con- 
clusion that thcrc can now be no survivors o€ Frank- 
lin’s Expedition, yet there are eminent men in our 
own couiitry and in America who hold a contrary 
opinion. Dr. ICane, of thc United States, €or cxamplc, 
who has distinguished himself by pushing farther to 
the north in search of Franlrlin than any othcr incli- 
vidual, and t o  whom the Royal Gcographical Socicty 
has recently awarded its Founders’ Gold Medal, thus 
spcalrs (in a letter to the bcnevolent Rlr. Grinnell) : - 
6‘ I am really in doubt as to the preservation of human 
life. I well lrnow how glad I would have been, had 
my duty to others permitted mc, to have takcn refuge 
among thc Ewpimaux of Smith Strait and Etah Bay. 
Strange as it may scem t o  you, wc regarded ihe coarse 
life of these people with cycs of envy, and did not 
doubt but that wc could have lived in comfort upon 
their resourccs. It required all my powers, moral and 
physical, to prevent my men from deserting to the 
Walrus Settlements, and i t  was my final intention 
to have taken to Esquimaux life had Providciice not 
carried us through in our hazardous cscapc.” 

But passing from spcculation, and confining our- 
selves alonc to the question of finding t h e  inissing 
sliips or their records, we would observe that no land 
Expedition down thc Back River, like that which, with 
grcat difficulty, recently reachcd Montreal Island, call 
t;atis€actorily accomplish thc end we liave in vic\v. 
T’he frail birch-bark canoes in whicll Mr. Anderson 
conducted his search with so much ability, the dangers 
of thc rivcr, the sterile nature of thc tract iicar its 
cinbouc1~ir~, m d  the ncccssary failure of provisions, 
prevented the commcnccmeiit, even, of such a search 
as can alone be satisfactorily and thoroughly accoiii- 
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plishcd by the crew of a man-of-war, - to say nothing 
of the moral influencc oi  a strong armed party rrmain- 
ing in thc vicinity of the spot until the conlidcncc of 
thc natives be obtained. 

Many Arctic explorcrs, indcpendcnt of those wliosc 
names arc appcndcd, and who are absent on service, 
have expressed their belief that thcrc are scvcral routes 
by which a screw-vessel could so closely approach the 
area in qucstion as to clear up all doubt. 

In respect to one of these courses, or that by Bchring 
Strait, along ihe coast of North Rmcricn, wc I ~ ~ o w  
that a singlc sailing vessel passed to Cambridgc Bay, 
within 150 milcs OL thc mouth of thc Back Rivcr, and 
returned home unseatlied,-its commander having cx- 
prcsscd his conviction that the passage in qucstion is 
so. constantly open that ships can navigate it without 
difficulty in one scason. Othcr routcs, whcthcr by 
Regent Tdct, Pccl Sound, or across from Repulse Bay, 
are prcfcrrcd by oiGccrs whose cxpcricncc in Arctic 
matters entitles them to evcry consideration ; whilst 
in refcrcncc to two of thcse routcs it is right to statc 
that vast quantitics of provisions liavc bccn left in thcir 
vicinity. 

V-ithout venturing to suggcst wliicli of thcsc plans 
shocld bc adopted, wc earnestly beg your Lordsliip to 
sanction wibhout dclay such an expedition as, in ilic 
jndgmcnt of a Comrnittcc of Arctic Voyagers and 
Gcographers, may be considcred best adapted to secure 
1 l i o  object. 

Wc w ~ u l d  ask your Lordship to reflect upon thc 
grcat difCcrence betwccn a ~Icarly-dcfined voyage 10 a 
narrow and circumscribed area, withill which the miss- 
ing vesscls or their reiiiains must lic, aid those formerly 
necessarily tentative cxplorations in various directions, 
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the frequent allusions to the dificulty of w,.ich, in 
regions far to the north of the voyage now contem- 
plated, have led persons unacquainted with geography 
to suppose that such a modified and limited attempt 
as that which we propose involves farther risk and 
may call for future researches. Thc very nature of the 
former expeditions exposed them, it is true, to risk, 
since regions had to be traversed which were totally 
unknown ; while the search we ask for is to be directcd 
to a circumscribed area, the confines of which have 
already been rcachcd without difficulty by one of Her 
Majesty’s vessels. 

Now, inasmuch as France, aft@ repeated fruitlcss 
efforts to ascert$n thc fafe of La Perousc, no sooner 
heard of the discovcry of some relics of that eminent 
navigator, than she sent out a Searching Expedition 
to collect every h g m e n t  pertaining to  his vessels, so 
w e  trust t h a t  those Arctic researches which have re- 
flected much honor upon our country may not; be 
abandoned at the vcry moment when an explanation 
of the wanderings and fate of our lost navigators seems 
to be within our grasp. 

In conclusion, we further earnestly pray that it may 
not be left to the efforts of individuals of another and 
lrindred nation, already so distinguishcd in this cause, 
nor yet t o  the noble-minded widow of our lamented 
friend, to make an endeavor which can be so much 
more cffectively carried out by the British Govern- 
ment. 

WC have the honor to be, &e., 

F. BICAEFORT, r,. IIoI~NICI~, 

F. W. BmcImY, LYON PLAYPAIR, 
n. r. JImzcnisoN, 7v. 11. F I T T O N .  

WROTTESLEY, T. molr l~ .  



E. SAUJNE, C. WIIISBTSTONE, 
E G E R T O N  E L L E S X E R E ,  M. J. IIoorr~n, 
W. WIIIZWELL, J. D. IIOOHEI~, 
R. COLLINSON, J. ~ m o ~ V s n i I T ~ ,  
m. XI. SYI<ES, 1'. LA TROIH;, 

J. FERGUS, E. STEPXIENSON, 
I?. E. DE STZRELECHI, J. 1%. POIITLOCK, 

A. D~AJICNDIE, C. TV. PASLZY, 
R. FITZROY, G. RENNTE, 
E. GARDINER FISIIDOURNE, J. P. GASS~OT, 
R. BROWN, G. I%. AIRY, 
G. MACARTNEY, J. F. BURGOYNIL * 

C. DAUDENY, 'sv. h. 13. IIADIILTON, 

W. €1. SJIYTII, c. P I A Z Z I  SIIIYTII, 

The following officers of the. Royal Navy, who have 
been employed in ihc search after Franklin, and who 
are now absent from London, have previously cxprcssed 
themselves to be favorable to the final expedition above 
recommcrided :- 

Captains Sir JAMES C. 
Ross, and Sir EDWARD 
I~XCLCIIICI~ ; 

Commodore EELLETT ; 
Captains A U S T I N ,  

BIRD, 
OBIMANNEY, 
Sir ROUERT RI'CLURE, 
SIIERARD OSBOEN, 
INQLEFIELD, 

Captains MAGUIRE, 
WCLINTOCK, and 
RICIIARDS ; 

Commnndcrs ALDRICH, 
J I E c I r n n r ,  

TROLLOPE, and 
C R E S S W E t I .  ; 

Lieutenants TIAWLTON and 
PIN. 
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LIST O F  RELICS OF TIIE FRANKLIN EXPEDITION, 
Brought to England in tho ‘Fox,’ by Captain M‘CLTNTOCK. 

RELICS brought from the boat found in lat. 69” 08‘ 43“ 
N., long. 99” 24‘ 42” %IT., upon tlic West Coast of 
IGng Wll iam Island, May 30, lS59:- 

Two double-barrcllcd guns, onc barrel in cac l~  is loaded. Found 
standing up against the side in tho aftcr part of tlic boat. 

A small Prayer Book ; covcr of a small book of ‘ Bainily Prayers ; ’ 
6 Christian Melodies,’ an inscription within the covcr to ‘ 6  G. (2.’’ 
(Graham Gore ‘?) ; ‘ Vicar of TValteiicld; ’ a small Bible, intcrlincd 
in illany plaecs, and witli numerous rcfcrcnccs mrittcn in tlic margin ; 
a Ncw Tcstamcnt in thc Frenc!i language. 

Two tablc Imivcs mitli wllitc handles-one is marlictl “TV. It. ; ” 
a giinlct ; an awl ; two iron stanchions, 9 inchcs long, for supporting 
a meatlicr cloth, which was round tho boat. 

2G picccs of silver platc - 11 spoons, 11 forks, and 4 teaspoons; 
3 picccs of thin clmboard (tingles) for rcpliring tlic boat, and mcas- 
wing 11 inchcs by G inchcs, and 3-10ths inch t lkk.  

I’iccc of canvas : - Bristlcs for shocmaltcr’s usr,  bullets, short clily 
pipc, roll of maxccl tminc, a wooden button, sinall piccc of a port-fire, 
two cliargcs of shot tied up i n  tlic fingcr of a bid glovc, fragment of 
a scaman’s bluc scrgc frock. Covers of a sinall Tcstamcnt and Praycr 
Book, part of a grass cigar-case, fragment of a silk Iiandkcrcliicf, 
thread-case, piccc of sccntcd soap, tlircc shot charges in kid g107.c 
fingers, a bcltcd bullet, a piccc of siik pocket hnnclkcrchicf. Two 
pairs of goggles, madc of stout lcnthcr and wire gauze, instcad of 
glass; a sailmalccr’s palm, two small brass pocltct (‘ornpnsscs, a snootl- 
in:: line rolled up on a piccc of Icatlicr, a nccdlc ant1 tliread case, 
a bayonet scabbard altered into n sheath for n Iaifc, tin water bottle 

~ l i r c e  spring lloolcs of sword belts, n gold lace band, a piccc of 
thin gold twist or cor4 a pair of Ieathcr goggles wit11 crapc instead 
of glass; a small grecli crapc vcil. 

Two small 1,achts of l h d c  cartridge in grccn ppe r ,  part of a 
cherry-stick pipc stem, picw of a port-iirc, a few coppcr nails, a 

for t l l C  po:bct, two slmt poLlCllc., (full of SllOl). 
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Icadier bootlacc, a scanian’u clasp-knife, two small glas. stoppered 
‘uottlcs (full), tlirec glasses of spectnclrs, part of a Lroktn pair of 
uilvcr qcctaclcs, Gcrniaii silwr pcncil-case, a pair of bilvcr (‘i) 
forceps, sucah as a nnturalist niiglit use for holding or seizing small 
insects, ctc.; a small pair of scisbors rolled up in blank paper, and 
to which adheres a printcd government paper, such as an officcr’s 
warrant or appointment; a spring hook of n sword bclt, a brass 
chargcr for holding two cliargcs of shot. 

A small bead p~irse, piccc of rcd scaling-wax, stopper of a pocket 
flauk, German silver top and ring, brass inatcMiox, one of thc glassc~ 
of a tclcscopc, a small tin cylindcr, probably madc to Iiold lucikr 
matcllcs ; a lincn bag of pcrcussion caps of thrce sizes, R vcry large 
and old-fasliioncd kind, stamped ‘4 Smith’s patent; ” a cap with a 
flnngc similar to thc prcscnt inuskct caps used by Govcmmcnt, but 
smaller ; and ordinary sporting caps of thc sinallcst sizc. 

Firc watchcs. 
A pnir of bluc glass spcctaclcs, or gogglcs, mitli stccl fianio, a d  

A pcniniican tin, pnintcd 1cad color, and mnrkcd ‘ l  E.” (Erebus) 
Froin its sizc it niust liaw contained 201b. or 221b. 

Two ycllow glass beads, a glass scal with symbol of Frecmasonry. 
A 4-iIiCh block, strappccl, with copper Loolc and tllimblc, probably 

for the boat’s shcct. 

Relics seen in lat. GD” 09‘ N., long. 90’ 24’ W., not 

mire gnuzc encircling the glasses, in a tin cnsc. 

in black. 

brought away, 30th of &hy, 1839:- 
A large boat, mcasuring 25 it. in cstrcmc length, 7 ft. 3 in. in 

brcndth, 2 it. 4 in. i n  depth. Tlic markings on licr stcm were - 
‘‘XXT. W. Con. NGl., APr. 184.” It appears that the forc part of 
thc stcm has bccii cut away, probably to rctlucc mcight, and part 
of tho fetters and figures rcmorcd. An oak slcdgc undcr tlic boat, 
23 fc. 4 in. long, and 2 ft. midc ; G pnlddlcs, aborit G O  fathoms of deep- 
sea load linc, ammunition, 4 cakes of navy cl~ocolatr, sl~ornial~cr’s 
box mitli implcmcnts romplctc, srnnll qiiantitics of tobacco, a mall 
pair of vcry stout shooting boots, a pair of w r y  l l c a r y  iron-sliotl k n c ~  
boots, calyct boots, sea boots and shoes - in ~ I I  scrcii or eight pnirs ; 
two rolls of shcct Irad, elm tingles for.rcpairing tho bout, nails of 
various sizes for boat, and slcdgc irons, tlircc small nscs, a bro!ccn 
m i v ,  lcathcr covci’ of a sextant case, a chain-cabla punch, silk hand- 



336 APPENDIX. KO. 111. 

kcrchiefs (black, whitc, and colorcd), towels, sponge, tooth-brnsh, 
hair comb, a mackintosh, gun cover (mwlced in paint ‘‘A. 12’3, 
twine, iilcs, knivcs ; a small \vorstcd-worli slipper, lincd with calf- 
skin, bound with .ret1 riband; a grcat quantity of clothing, and a 
wolf-skin robe ; part of a boat’s sail of No. 8 canvas, wlialc-line rope 
with ycllow mark, and whitc line with red mark ; 24 iron stanchions, 
9 1-2 inches high, for supporting a wcathcr cloth round tlic boat ; a 
stanchion for supporting a ridgo polc at a height of 3 ft. 9 in. above 
tlie gunmalc. 

Relics €ound about Ross Cairn, on Point Victory, May 

A cas0 of nicili- 
cincs, consisting of 25 small b o t h ,  canister of pills, ointmcnt, plas- 
ter, oiled silk, ctc. A 2-foot rulc, two joints of thc clcaning rod of a 
gun, and two small coppcr spindles, probably for dog-vancs of boats. 
The circular brass plate brolccn out of a moodcn gun-casc, and cn- 
gravcil C. 11. Osmcr, EN.” Tiic iicld glass and German silver 
top of a %foot tclcscopc, a coffcc canister, a piece of a brass curtain 
rod. A 
G-inch donblc frarnc scxtant, on which thc owner’s name is cngravcd, 
‘‘ Frederick IIornby, R.N.” 

Pound in a small cairn on the south side of Back 

and June, 1859, brought away : - 
A G-inch dip circlc by Robinson, marked I 22. 

Thc record tin and tlic record, dated 25th of April, 1848. 

Bay : - 
A tin record casc and rccord. 

Secn about Ross Cairn, Point Victory, not brought 
away : - 
Four sets of boat’s cooking apparatus complete, iron hoops, 4 feet 

of a copper lightning conductor, liollow brass curtain-rod tlircc quar- 
ters of an inch in diameter, 3 pickaxes, 1 sliovcl, old canvas, a pile of 
warm clotliing and blankCt3 4 feet high, 2 tin cantccny stampcr] i1 89 
eo., Wm. IIedgcs,” “ 88 CO., Wm. Hcathcr,” and a third onc not 
marlccd. A small panni% madc on board out of a 2111. prcscrved- 
meat tin, and marked “w. Mark;” a small deal box for gun 
wadding, the heavy iron work of a largc boat, part of a canvas tent, 
part of an oar sawed longitudinally and a blankct nailed to its flat 
side, thrco boat-lioo!~ stavcs, strips of copper, a %inch singlc block 
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strappcd, a piece of ropc and spunyarn. Among tho clothing \vas 
found a stocking marlied “ W,” green, and a fragmcnt of one niarlccd 
“ w. S.” 

Rclics obtaincd at the Northern Cairn, near Cape 
Felix, May, 1839:- 

Fragmcnts of a boat’s cnsign, nictal lid of a powder-caw, two cyc 
picccs of scxtant, tubes, brass button ; mowtcd glovc, colors rcd, mliita 
and bluc ; bung-stave of a marinc’s watcr keg or bottle, brass orna- 
ments to a marinc’s sliako; brass screw for screwing down lid, also a. 
coppcr liingc of tho lid of povdcr-casc ; a fcw p t c n t  mire cartridges 
containing large shot ; part of a pair of stccl spcctnclcs, glass being 
replaced by mood, Iiaving a narrow slit in it ; two small rib boncs, 
probably out of salt pork; six or ciglit paclicts of nccdlcs; small 
flannel cartridge containing an ouncc of damagcd powdcr ; a small, 
roughly madc coppcr apparatus for cooking; soine brimstone matches. 
I’icrc of white paper foltlcd up found in tlic North Cairn, two pikc- 
]Icads, narrow strip of wliitc paper, found under onc of tlic tcnt 
places ; thcir tcnt placcs were witliiii a few yards of tlic cairn. 

Gesiclc a small cairn, about tlircc inilcs north of Point Victory, mas 
a pickasc, with broken handle ; brought away an cmpty tca or coKce 
canister. 

Articles noticed about the North Cairn, not brought 
away : - 

Fragmcnts of two brolccn bottlcs, several picccs of broken basins 
or cups, bluc and mliitc dcliivarc, lioops of niarinc’s mater keg, small 
iron hoops, fragments of mliitc line, spun yarn, canvas, and twinc; 
thrcc mal l  c;ui’vils tents, under wliicli lay bcarsliin and fragmcnts 
of blankcts ; two b!anlrct fi.oclrs, several old mitts, stocltings, glovcu, 
pilot cloth and box cloth jackcts a i d  trousers, large shot, piccc of’ 
tobacco and brolccn pipe, mctal part of powder-case, top of tin can- 
ister, maslced “ clicesc,” prcscrvcd-potato tin, fcathcrs of ptarinigm, 
and salt-mcat boncs. 

Seen near C a p  Maria Louisa :- 
P r t  of n drift trcc, whitc sprucc fir, 18 feet long, IO inches in 

dinmctcr ; it appcarcd to have but recently (i.0. sinco thrown 011 
tlic coast) been sawed longitudinally down tho contra, and one-half 
of it removed. 

29 W 
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Relics obtained from the Boothian Esquimaux, near 
the  Magnetic Pole, in  March and April, 1859 : - 
Scvcn lrnives made by tlie natives out of materials obtained from 

the last cq~cdition, one linifc without a liaridle, one spcar-hcacl antl 
staff (tlic lattcr has brolren off), two files; a largc spoon or scoop, 
the liandlc of pine or bonc, tlic bowl of musk-ox horn; six silvcr 
spoons and forlcs, tlic propcrty of Sir John Franklin, Licutcnants 
11. D. Vcscomtc and Fairliolme, A. M‘Donald, Assistant-Surgeon, antl 
Licutcnant E. Coucli (suppoml from tlic initial letter T and crcst a 
lion’s licad) ; a small portion of a gold watcli-chain, a brolrcn piccc of 
ornamcrital work apparently silver gilt, a fcw small naval and othcr 
metal buttons, a silvcr mcdal obtained by Mr. M‘Donald as a prizc 
for superior attainments at a mcdical ciamination in Edinburgh 
April, 1938 : some bows and arrows, in wliicli mood, iron, or copper 
Ira8 bocn used in thc construction - of no other intcrest. 

Remaris upon iliesc Articles. 
Tlic spcar-staff mcasurcs G fect 3 iiiclics in Icngth, and appcars to 

liavc been part of a liglit boat’s gunivalc: it mcasurcd (bcforc being 
partially rounded to adapt it to its prcacnt use) about 1 1-2 by 1 3-9 
inclics, is madc of Englisli oak, and upon tho sidc lias bccn p in tcd  
white OVCT grccn. Tlic spcar-licad is of stccl, rivctcd to two picccs 
of hoop, wit11 bonc bctwccn, and Iaslicd on to tlic staff. Thc 
rivcts arc of copper nails. The native who sold it said Iic liimself 
got i t  from thc boat in tlic Fish Itivcr. Anotlicr spcar of tlic 
samc kind was sccn. The knives arc madc ritlicr of iron or steel, 
rivctcd to two strips of hoop, bctwccn which tlic Iiandlc of mood 
is inscrted, and rivcts passcd ttirougli, securing them together. 

Thc rivets are almost all made out of copper nails, such as would 
bc fsund in a copper-fastened boat, but thosc .which liavc bcen exam- 
ined do not bear the Govcrnmcnt marlc. I t  is probablc that most 
of tlic boats of thc ‘Erebus’ and ‘ Terror’ wcrc built by contl*act, 
and tlicrcforc would not have tllc broad arrow stampet] up011 tllcir 
iron and copper mrk .  One snlall knifc appcars to havc bccii a 
surgical instrumcnt. A large h i f o  obtaincd in April bcars somc 
niarking, such as a s ~ o r d  01’ a clltlass might Iinve. TIIC man ivlio 
sold it said Iic boi@ it f r m  another, mho piclrcd it up on tlic land 
w~icre the sliip mas driven asliorc by tho ice, and mlicrc tlic wliito 
people had thrown it away i it was then about as long as his arm. 
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This was thc first information hc rcccivcd of onc of tlic ships Iiaving 
driftcd on sliorc. One knifc and oiic f11c arc stanipctl with tlic 
broad arrow. Thc liandlcs arc variously coniposcd of oak, ash, pinc, 
malio,nany, clm, and bonc. Tlic spoons and forks wcrc rcadily sold 
for a fcw nccdles each, also tlic buttons, wliicli they morc as orna- 
ments on their drcsscs. B0vr.s and arrows wcrc rcadily cschangcd 
for Bnivcs. Prcviously to thc stranding on tlic neighboring shorc of 
thc last cxpcdition tlicsc peoplc must liarc bccn aliiiost dcstitutc of 
mood or iron. Somc of thcm liad cvcn got only bonc knivcs and 
spaar-points. Somc of tlicir sledges mcrc sccn, consisting of two 
rolls of sod-skin, flattened arid frozcn, to scrvc ils runncrs, and con- 
ncctcd together by cross bars of bones. Many inorc knives, bows 
ant1 buttons, similar to tliosc brought away, might Iiavvc bcen ob- 
tained, but no pcrsonal or important rclics. 

Seen in a Snow Hut in lat. 70p deg. N., 20th of April, 
1850, not brought away : - 
Two woodcn sliovclg, onc of them madc of inahogany board, sonic 

spcar-liandlcs and a bow of EngXsli \voocl, a deal casc which might 
havc scrvcd for a tclcscopc or bnronictcr. Its cstcriial diiiiciisions 
wcrc : -length, 3 ft. 1 in. ; tlcpth, 3 1-2 in. ; width, 9 in. ; two brass 
hingcs rcniaincd attachccl to it. 

Relics obtained from the Esquimaux near Cape Nor- 
ton, upon the East Coast of King William Island, 
in May, 1669 : - 
T\\o tablespoons; upon onc is ficratched “ W. W.,” on tlio otlicr 

4‘ IV. G. ; ” thcsc bear tfic Franklin crest ; two taLlc forks, one bear- 
ing tlic Franlrlin crest; tlic other is also crcstccl, prol)ably Captain 
Crozicr’s ; silvcrsmith’s nanic is (‘ I. West ; ” two tcmpoons, otic en- 
graved ‘( A. Rf. D.” (A. M‘Donnld), tlic otlicr bears tlic Fairliolmc 
crest and motto; handlc of a dcsscrt knifc, into which liatl bcrn 
inserted a razor (sincc brolccn of) by iYlillikcn, Strand ; buttons, 
mood and iron, wcrc hcro in abuudancc, but as cnough of tlicsc had 
already bccn obtaincd no morc mcrc purchascd. 

Talccn out of sonic dcscrtcd snow-huty ncar hcrc, somo scl’aps of 
diffcrcnt kinds ofwood, suck as coulJ not bo obtained from boat- 
toalc or African oak. 

Found lying about tlic skclcton, 9 milos eastward of Capo Bcr- 
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schcl, May, 1859 :-Tho tic of black silk ncckcrcliicf; fra.n,mcnts of 
a double-brcastcd bluc cloth waistcoat, with covcrcd silk buttons, and 
cdgcd witli braid ; a scrap of a colorctl cotton shirt, silk covcrcd 
buttons of bloc cloth scat-coat, a small clotlics-brush, a horn pockct- 
comb, B lcathcrn pocket-book, mliicli fell to picccs whcn tliawctl and 
d ikd  ; it contained 9 or 10 letters, a fcw lcavcs apparently blank ; 
a sixpcncc, datc 1831 ; and a half-sovereign, datcd 1844. 

Articlcs sccn among thc iiativcs a t  Cape Norton, not purcllascd,-- 
Bows madc of wood, knives, uniform and plain buttons, a slcdge 
madc of two long picccs of hard wood. 

From brsido an Esquimaux stonc-mark, on thc cast side of 
Montreal Island : -Part of a prcscrvcd-nicat tin, paintcd rcd ; part 
of the rim of sonic strong coppcr case or vesscl; picccs of iron hoop, 
two picccs of flat iron, an iron lioolr bolt, a piccc of sheet coppcr. 

Articles sccn about a snow-liut ncar Point Booth, not purcliascd : 
-Eiglit or 10 fir poles, varying from 5 fcct to 10 fcct in lcngth, the 
stoutest being 2 1-2 inches in diaiiictcr. Two woodcn snow shovels 
about 3 1-2 fcct long, and madc of picccs of plank paintcd wliitc or 
pale ycllow; it occurrcd to me that tlic picccs of plank might haw 
bccn tlic bottom boards of a boat. Thcro mas abundancc of wood 
fasliioncd into smallcr articlcs. . 
Contents of Boat’s Medicine Chcst : - 

Onc bottle labcllcd as zinzib. R. pulv., full; ditto, spirit. rcct., 
empty ; ditto, mur. Iiydrarg. scvcn-eighths full ; ditto, 01. carypliyll., 
one-fifth full; ditto, ipcc. 1’. co., full; ditto, 01. mcntli. pip., cmpty; 
ditto, liq. ammon. fort., thrce-quartcrs full ; ditto, 01. olivac., full ; 
ditto, tinct. opii. camph., thrcc-quartcrs full  ; ditto, vin. scm. colcll., 
full ; ditto, quartcr full; ditto, cdomcl, full (broken) ; ditto, liyclrarg. 
hit. oxyd., full ; ditto, pulv. gregor, full (brokcn) ; ditto, magncs. 
carb., full; ditto, camphor, full; two bottles tinc. tolut., cacli quarter 
full; onc bottle ipcc. R. pulv., full; ditto, jalap R. pulv., full; ditto, 
scainmon. pulv., fill1 ; ditto, quinac bisulpli. empty ; ditto (n& la- 
bcllcd), tinct. opii., thrcc-quartcrs full ; oiic box (a1)parcntIy) pur@- 
tivc pills, full ; ditto, ointment, shrunk ; ditto, cmp. adlicsiv., full ; 
onc probang, onc pen mqqml up in lint, one lead pcncil, onc 
pcmtcr syringe, two small tubes (test) wrapped up in lint, ono 
farthing, banclap, oil silk, lint, thread. 
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No. IV. 

GEOLOGICAL ACCOUXT OF T.I-IE ARCTIC ARCIIIPELDGO, 

D M W N  UP PRLVCIPALLY F R O I  TIIE LIPECIXEXS COLLECTED BY 

CAlTAIX I?, L. h~'CLINTOCIi, R.N., 

From 1843 to 1859. 

BY TUX REV. smcm IIAUGIITON, B.R.s., 

Fcllow of Trinity Collcgc, Professor of Gcolo&!y in tho University of Dublin, and 
l'rcsitlcnt of tho Gcological Society of Dublin. 

THE map which accoinpanics this gcological drscrip- 
tion is arranged from thc specimens brought homc by 
Captain F. L. M'Clintoclr, R.N., from the four Arctic 
ljkpeditions in which hc served from 1848 to 1859. 
These spcciincns are all deposited i n  tlic bfuseum of 
the Royal Dublin Society, and €orin a more extensive 
and bcttcr collcction of Arctic rocks and fossils tlian is 
to be found in any other muscum in Europe. 

It will be most convenient to dcscribe thc gcology 
of the Arctic Islands by tlic formations ~vliich are to 
be found there, which are the following : - 

1. The Granitic and Granitoid Rocks. 
2. The Uppcr Silurian Rocks. 
3. The Carboniferous Rocks. 
4. The Lias Roclis. 
5. The Superficial Dcposits. 

I shall describc thcsc successive formations briefly, 
and add a €CW remarks of a thcorctical character, to 
indicate tlic important inferenccs which may bc drawn 
from tlie facts respecting thein made known io US by 
M'Clintock's discoveries. 

20* 
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I. - The Granilic and Grmitoid Rocks. 

Thcsc rocks form a considerable part of North 
Grcenland, on the east 'side of Bafin's Bay, and con- 
stitutc the rock of the country at the cast side of the 
island of North Devon, which €orma a portion of the 
coast-line of the mcst of Bafin's Bay, and the north 
side of the entrance into Lancaster Souud. 

1. Whale Fish Islands, lat. 69" N., arc compoeed of 
a very iinc-graincd, flaggy, black mica schist, composed 
of black mica in  very small plates, occasionally putting 
011 a hornblcndic lustre, and minute grains of quartz 
iiitcrstratificd with ihc mica. The softer varietics are 
cut by the nativcs into grissets and cooking utensils of 
various shapes, some of which rcscrnble the cambstones 
€ound i n  Ireland, which are mazdc €rom a liind of pot- 
stone, abundant i n  parts of the County Doncgal. 

2. Upernavilc, lat. 73," N., Greenland.- This district 
is -famous for the occurrence of large quantities of 
plumbago, which is -found in a metamorphic roclr of the 
€allowing character. Pine-grained, amorphous, grani- 
toid rock, composed of minute parliclcs of grey quartz ; 
a honcy-colored €elspar of waxy lustre, of unknown 
composition ; ininiitc particles of rcd semitransparent 
garnet, of coiichoidal -fracture; and small particles, with 
occasional large nests, of plumbago. The plumbago 
occurs both amorphous, and in long acicular crystals. 
Somctimcs the rock becomcs of coarser tcxture and 
more crystalline, and the ycllow color of the €elspar 
givcs place to a greenish tingc ; and it  somctimcs also 
becomes a fcfelspar of perfcct cleavage, semitransparent, 
and whitc. The dodecahedral crystals of garnct reach 
the diameter of one inch. 

The general character of thc roclrs near Upcrnnvilc 
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is diffcrcnt frorn that of the rock in which l h e  plum- 
bago is €ound; ilicy consist of a finc-grained black mica 
scliisl, with very littlc €&par or quartz, and intersectcd 
by thin veins of elvaii composcd o€ quartz and white 
felspar. The coolring utensils of the natives are tnade 
from this fine schist, in preferencc to any other descrip- 
tion of rock. 
3. W U ~ Z L I ~ S  Islands. - Tlicse islands, off the west 

coast of Greenland, arc composcd of a garnetiferous 
mica slatc, €orincd of black mica in layers, with alter- 
nating platcs composcd of mhitc €elspar and quartz, and 
filled with finc garncts, rosc-colorcd, vitreous in  €rat- 
turc, and transparent. 
4. Cape Yudc, lat. 7Go N., GreenIand,-TT.kis cape is 

composed of a iinc-graincd granite, consisting of 
quartz, whitc €clspar, with minute specks of a black 
miucral, of pitchy lustrc, composition not y c t  detcr- 
mined. 

6. WolstenJ~olm and Whale XoiLnds, lat. 77’ N., 
Greenland. - At Wolstenliolnic Sound tlic granitoid 
roclis of Grecnland becornc convertcd into mica slate 
and actinolitc slatc of a rcinarliable character. Thc 
mica slate is composcd of largc platcs of an intimate 
rnisturc of black and white mica, the chemical ex- 
amination of wliicli will doubtless prove of iaterest. 
These plates of mica arc scparated by bands of pure 
wliitc €elspar. Tlie actinolite slatc is dark p e n ,  and 
€orined by an almost insensible gradaiion from the 
mica shtc. I n  the low gronnd between TVolstcnholtllc 
and Wlialc Sounds, the granitic rocks ccase, and are 
covercd by deposits of fiiic red gritty sandstone, of a 
bntded structure, and a remnrlmble coarsc whitc con- 
glomerate. The boundary betxveen these formations 
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is also marlred by the developinciit of masse3 of  doler- 
ite and clayey basalt. 

6. Carey's Islands, 76" 40' N., Grccnland, lie to thc 
xvesi,ward of Wolstenholmc Sound, and are composed 
of a remarltable gneissose mica schist, formed of suc- 
cessive thin layers of quartz granules, containing 
scarcely any fclspar, and laycrs of jct  black mica, with 
c;ccasional facets of white mica. This mica schist 
passes into a whitc gneiss, composed of quartz, white 
felspar, and black mica, penetrated by vcins, coarsely 
crystalised, of the same minerals. Ycllow and white 
sandstones are also found in small quantity on the 
islands, reposing upon thc granitoid roclts. 

7. Cupes Osborn and TVarrender, lat. 74" 30' N., 
hTorth Devon. - The granitoid rocks bctwecn ihese 
two capcs are composcd of graphic granite, consisting 
of quartz (grey) and white felspar; this graphic granite 
passes into a laminated gneiss, consisting of layers of 
black mica and white translucent €elspar, sparingly 
mixed with quartz : with the gnciss arc interstratified 
beds of garnetilcrous mica slate, consisting of quartz, 
pale greenish white felspar, black and mhitc mica in 
minute spangles, and crystaIs of garnet, rose-colored, 
disseminated regularly through thc mass. QuartziEcr- 
ous bands of epidotic liornstonc occur wi th  the €orego- 
ing beds; and the whole scrics is overlaid by red sand- 
stones, of banded structure, which bear a striliing re. 
semblance to those that overlie thc granitoid beds of 
Wolstcaholmc Sound. 

8. Nort?j Somerset. - The granitoid roclts arc found 
again on the west side of thc island of North Somerset, 
where they form the castern boundary of Peel Sound. 
Boulders of granite are found at a considerable dis- 
tance (100 miles) to the north-eastward of the rock in  
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situ, as at Port Leopold, Cape Rcnncll, etc. Thc gcn- 
era1 character o€ ihe granitic rocks in the north and 
wcst of North Sornersct arc thus described by Captain 
Mc Clintoclr : - 

' 6  Ncar Cape Rennell we passed a very rcmarlrable 
rounded boulder of gneiss or granite; i t  was 6 yards in 
circumference, and stood ncar the beach, and some 15 
or 20 yards above i t ;  one or two masses of rounded 
gnciss, although very much smaller, had arrested our 
attention at Port Leopold, as tlicn we knew of no such 
€orination ncarcr ilia11 Cape Warrendcr, 130 miles to 
the north-cast ; subsequently we found it  to commence 
in sitw at Cape Granite, nearly 100 milcs to the south- 
west of Port Leopold. 

4' The granitc of Cape Warrender diffcrs considera- 
bly from that of North Somerset ; the formcr bcing a 
graphic graniic, composed of grey quartz and white 
€elspar, tlie quartz predomiiiating ; while tlic latter, or 
North Somcrset granite, is composed of grey quartz, 
red felspar, and green chloritic mica, tlic lattcr in large 
flakes ; both thc granite and gnciss of North Somersct 
are remarlrablc for thcir soapy feel." * 

'To the cast of Capc Bunny, where the Silurian 
limestone ccases, and south of which thc granite com- 
mences, is a remarlrablc valley called Transition Val- 

' ley, froin the junction of sandstone aiid limestone that 
talrcs placc therc. The sandstone is red, and of the 
same general character as that which rests upon the 
granitoid rocks at Cape Warrender and at Wolstea- 
holmc Sound. Owing to the modc of travclling, Sg 
slcdgc on thc icc, round tlic coast, 110 informatioll was 
obtained o€ ihc gcology of the interior of the country, 

* JournnI of tho Roynl Dtibliii Society, 1857. 
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but it appcars highly probablc that 
the granite of North Somerset, as 
well as that of the othcr localitics 
rnentioncd, is ovcrlaid by a gronp 
of sandstones and conglomcrates, 
on which the Upper Silurian limc- 
stones repose directly. A IOW, 
sandy beach marks the termination 
of the valley northwards, and 011 this 
beach werc found numerous pcbbles, 
washed from thc hills of the intcri- 
or, composed of quartzose sandstone, 
carnelian, and Silurian limestone. 
The accompanying slictch T V ~ S  made 
by Captain M'Clintock, on thc spot, 
in 1849, and afterwards finishcd by 
Licutcnant Browne. It rcprcscnts 
the island called Cape Bunny, which 
forms the eastern headland of the 
cntrancc of the now famous Pccl 
Sound, down which the 6 Ercbus ' 
and Terror ' sailcd, three ycars bc- 
fore i t  was visited by Sir Jamcs C. 
Ross and Lieutenant R/I'Cli~~t~cli, in 
thcir first slcdgc journcy on ihc icc.. 
Cape Granite is the northcrn bouncl- 
ary of thc granitc, which retains the 
same character as far as Howc IIar- 
bor. It is cornposed of quartz, rccl 
€elspar, and dark p e n  chloritc ; and 
is accompanied with gneiss of the 
same composition. I have in my 
possession a spccimcn of this gram 
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ite, found as a pebble at Graham Moore Bay, Ratli- 
imt Islaird, S.W., a locality 135 ltnots distant from 
Cape Granite, to the N.W. 

9. Bellot's &'traits, lat. 72" N., separate North Somer- 
set from Boothia Felix. The 6 Fox ' Expedition win- 
tered hcre in lS58, and had abundant means of ascer- 
tzining the gcological structure of the neighborhood. 
The junction of the granitoid and Silurian rocks occurs 
i n  these straits, the low ground to the east being hori- 
zontal beds of Silurian liinestonc, while on the west 
the granite hills o€ West Somcrsct rise to a height of 
NO0 €eet above the narrow straits. The granite here 
is of three varietics. 

a. Blaclrish grey, fine grained, gneissose granite, com- 
posed of quartz, white felspar, and large quantities of 
fine grains and flaltcs of hornblende, p.ssing into black 
mica. The gncissosc beds of this granitc dip 13" S.E. 

p. A red ganitc, graphic texture, composed of quartz 
and rcd €elspar, coarse grained. 

y. Syenite, cornposed of honey-yellow felspar and 
hornblende, in very large crystals, the felspar passing 
into red and pink, and the  whole rock mass penetrated 
by veins of the same material, but fine grained. This 
variety of igneous rock was inct with principally at 
Pemmican Rock, western inlet of Bellot's Straits. 
Large quantities of hornblende arc also met with at 
Leveque Harbor, Bellot's Straits, composed of €acetted 
crystals agglutinated togcl her into large masses, form- 
ing a crystalline hornblendic gneiss. 

10. Pond's Bay, Bqf ids  Bay, lat. 72O 40' N. - In 
tliis locality a quartziferous blnclr mica schist; underlies 
the Silurian liinestonc, and is interstratified with gneiss 
and garnetiferous quartz rock, all in beds, inclined 38" 
W.S.W. (trucs). 
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11. Montreal Island, mouth of the Fish River, lata 
67" 45' N. - The granitoid roclis, which everywhere, 
i n  the Arctic Archipelago, uridcrlie the Silurian lirnc- 
stone, appear at Montrcal Island as a gneiss, composcd 
of bands of felspar (pink) and quartz (4 inch thick), 
separated by thin plates coniposed altogcther of black 
mica; the wholc rock cshibiting the phenomena of 
foliation in a inarlicd dcgrcc. 

The east side of King William's Island, though 
composed of SiIuriaii limestone lilrc the rest of the  
island, ib  strewed with bouldcrs of black and red 
micaceous gneiss, like that of Montreal Island, and 
black metamorphic clay slate, in which the crystals 
of mica (qu. Ottrelitc) are just commencing to bc 
developed. It is probable that the granitoid rocks 
appcar at the smhce soincwhat to thc eastward of 
this locality. 
12. Prince os Wules' liland, west o i  Ped Sound. - 

The granitoid rocks extend across Pccl Sound into 
Prince of Wales' Island, in the form of a dark syenite 
composed of quartz, greenish white felspar passing 
into ycllow, and hornblende. This rock is massive 
and eruptive at Cape M'Clure, lat. 72" 52' N., nnd 
occasionally gneissose, as at lat. 73' 13' N. Bctween 
these two points, at I@. 72" 37" N., a lirncstone bluff 
occurs containing the charactcristic Silurian fossils, 
and is succeeded at 72' 40' by a ferruginous limestone, 
bright red, and a few beds of fine red sandstone, lilt0 
those observcd by M'Cliiitocli at Transition Valley, 
North Somerset. 'I'hc cniire western portion of Prince 
of Wales' Land is composcd of Silurian limestone, 
which in the extreme west, at Cape Acworth, becomcs 
chalky in character and non-fossiliferous, rcsembliag 
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the peculiar Silurian limestone found on the b'est side 
of Boothia Felix. 

11.- The Silurian Rocks. 

The Silurian rocks of the Arctic Archipelago rest 
everywhere directly on thc granitoid rocks, with a 
rcmarlinblc rcd sandstone, passing into coarse grit, 
for thcir basc. This sandstonc is succccdcd by €er- 
ruginous lirnestonc, containing rounded particles of 
quartz, wliich rapidly pass into a finc grcykh green 
earthy limcstonc, abounding in fossils, and occasion- 
ally into a challry limestone, of a cream color, for 
the most part devoid of €oossils. The average dip 
of ibe Silurian lirnestonc varies from 0" to 5" N.N.W., 
and it forms occasionally high cliffs, and occasionally 
low flat plains, icrraccd by the action of tlic ice as the 
ground rose from bcncath the sea. Thc gcncrnl np- 
I,earancc of the rocks is similar to the Dudley lime- 
stone, and \t.ould strilrc cven a11 observer d i o  was not 
n gcologist. This rescmhlancc to the Upper Silurian 
beds extends t o  tho structure of t h e  rocks on the large 
scale. Altcrnations of hard limevtone and soft shale, 
so charnctcristic of thc Upper Silurian beds of Brig- 
land and America, arranged in horizontal layers, give 
to thc cliffs around Port Leopold the pcculiar appear- 
nncc wliicli has Lcen described by different Polar navi- 
gntors as '' buttrcss-like," ' 6  castcllated ; '' this appear- 
ance is produced by the unequal weathering of the 
c1ifl.i which causes ihc hard lirnestonc to stand out in 
bands. E:sr:ellcnt slretches of this remarkable appcar- 
mice, drawl? by Lieutciiant Bccchey, are figurcd at 
pagc 35 of Parry's First Voyage, ' 1XccI:~ ' and ' Gri- 
PPI',' 1819-20. The Wcstcrn sidc of Ring \Villiam's 

30 
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bland (now, alas! invested witb so sad an interest) is 
a good cxamplc of thc low terraced forin which the 
liimcstone rocks assume at timcs. 

The following lists contain the names of the princi- 
pal fossiki brought home by Captain M'Clintock : - 

No. I. GARNIER BAY (Lat. 74O N. ; Long. 92' TV.) 

I. CyaLhop?iylIum helianfhoides, scvcral spccimcns. 
2. IIelioliLes porosa. Garnicr Bay. Another fipccirncn from ncar . 

2. Spec.imcns of carnelian, gnciss, clalccdony, ctc., etc., from tho 

4. Cromus Arcticus, several specimcns. 
5 .  dlrypn phoca (Salter). 
6. Atrypa reliculark. 
7. Bracliiopodn on slab (various). 
8. Cy-athopliyhm. 
9. Columnaria SutAerZandi (Saltcr). 

No. 11.. PORT LEOPOLD (Lat. 73' 50' N.; Long. 90' 15' W.). 
I. Limestone containing numerous fossils of tlic Uppcr Silurian 

type : Calamopora Gothlandica, Goldf. Rliynchonella cuneata 1 
Dalm. CgathopAgllum, sp. 

2. Dark earthy limcstone, containing multitudes of thc Loxonenza 
JPClintocki, as casts- 1100 feet above sca-lcvcl on North- 
cast Capc. 

Cnpe Cunny. 

shinglc ncar Capc Bunny. 

Scvcral spccimcns. 

3. Finc spcciiiicns of sclcnitc from s M y  beds in cIiK ' 
4. Fibrous gypsum from samc. 

No. 111. GRIFBITII'S ISLAND (Lat. 74' 35". ; Long. DBD 30'JV.). 
1'1. VI. Fig. 6, 1. Bcautiful spccimcns of tlic Cromus Arcticus. 

2. Orthoceras G r i P t i .  1'1. v. Fig. 1, Journ. R.D.S., T;ol. I. 
3. An Orthozcras .With IatCrd SiphUnClC, and simplc circular out- 

4. Loxonenza IhS i .  v. Figs- 6, 8, 9, 10, 11, Journ. R. D. S., 

6.  Numcrous speciincnr of crinoidal limcstonc. 
6. Strophomenu DonneLli (Salter). Sutherland's Voyngc ; PI. V. 

Journ. R.D.S., Vol. I. 

fine of septa. 

VOl. I. 

Figs. 11, 18. 
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7. Atrgpa phoca (Salter). P1. V. Figs. 3, 4, 7, Jonrn. R. D. S., 
Vol. I. ; and ;L ribbed Atrypa, not identified with European 
species, and undcscribed. 

8. An undcscribed bryozoan Zoophyte. PI. W. Fig. 6, Journ. 
R. D. S., Vol. I. 

0. Calophgllum PIiragmocerm (Salter). Sutherlaiid; X'l. VI, Fig. 4. 
10. Syringopora geniculutu. 
I 1. An undescribed species of ilfacrocheilus. 

No. IV. BEECIIEY ISLAND. (Lat. 74O 40' N. ; Long. Dz* W.). 
I ,  Ortlioccras (species). 
2. Grcat multitudes of Atrgpa phoca, forming, in fact, D dark- 

colored cnrthly Atrypa limcstonc. 
3. With tlicsc wcrc associated many species of Loxonema, some- 

tiincs so abundant as to form a palo pink and whitish Loxon- 
erna limcstonc. 

4. A spccics of ribbed Atrypa. 
5. Crinoidal limestonc in abundance. 
G. Syrirtppora reticulata. 
7. Calo~~liyllumpl~rugniocerus (Salter). Suthcrland ; PI. VI. Fig. 4. 
8. Cp~?iop?iyllurn ctespilouum. 
0. Cjut?iop?iyllum articulntum (Edwardcs and IIaimc). 

I 0. Calarnopora Golhlandica. 
11. Calamopora alveolaris. 
1'2. Fauistclla Franklini (Saltcr). 
13. Clisiop7ig11zcnz Sulteri. 
14. CyalllophyZlum (species). 
15. Loxonema Sulteri, described by Mr. Slatcr in Sntlicrlsnd's 

Sutlierland ; PI. VI. Fig. 5. 
Sutherland ; PI. VI. Fig. 7. 

6 Voyagc to Wellington Channel; ' PI. V. Fig. 19. 

This is a fine slab of limestone, almost togetlicr composed of 
tho remains of Loxoncma Sulleri and dlrypa p7ioca. It appears 
to liavc been quictly dcpositcd at the bottom of a tlocp sub- 
inarine dcprcsaion, swanning with Pyramidcllidm axid deep- 
water Drncliiopoda. Tho pliysicd coiiditions indicated by tho 
fossils arc also rciidcrccl p r o b d h  ~y the rock itself, whic.11 
cbonsists of fine grey liuwstone, subcrystdlinc, and ixllimatcly 
blended with tlic iincst and most dclicetc dcseriptiotl of mud, 
such as could oxily be found whcrc tho wetcr was deep, and a,U 
currents far removed: 
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No. V. CORXWALLIS ISLAND, Assistaccc Bay (Lat. 74O 40”. ; 

1. Orfhocerus Ornnrane:y?li (Salter). Suthrland; PI. v. Figs. 16,17. 
2. Pcnfunterus conchiclium (Dalman). Suthcrland ; PI. V. Figs. 

3. Pcntamcrus limcstonc. 
4. ‘Cromus Arcticus. 
5. Carcliola Salteri. 
6. Xyringopora gcniculufa. 

Long. 94’ W.). 

9, 10. 

Journ. R. D. S., Vol. I. PI. VI. 
P1. VII. Fig: 5. Journ. R. D. S., Vol. I. 

No. VL CAPE YORR, Lancastcr Sound (Lat. 73’ 50’ N. ; 
Long. 87’ W.). 

A spccimcn of tlic same fossil coral which. I have named, 
doubtfully, from Uecchcy Island, as Favositcs or Calamopora 
Cothlundica; it is not impossible, liowcvcr, that it is not a Galam- 
opora at all, but a spccics of Chmtctcs. 

No. VII. POSSESSION DAY, South cntrance into Lancaster 
Sound (Lat. 73’ 30’ N. ; Long. 77’ 20’ W.). 

Spcciinens of brown carthy limestbnc, with a fetid smcll 
whcn struck with a liammcr; rcscmblcs closely the limcstonc of 
Cape Por!c, Lancastcr Sound. 

No. VIII. DEPOT GAY, Bcllot’s Straits (Lat.72’N.; Long. 9 4 O  W.). 
1. dlaclurca sp. 
2. Cyatliopliyllum helianfhoidcs (Goldfuss). 

large rhombohedral crystals of calcspar. 
Tlic limcstono at  this locality is mhitc and saccharoid, with 

*No. IX. CAPE FARRAND, East sido of Boothia (Lat. 710 38’; 
Long. Oso 35’ TV.). 

1. Atrypaphocn (Saltcr). 
2. Lozonema Rossi. Journ. R. D. S., Vol. I. PI. v. 
3. Atrpa  (ribbed sp.) 
4. Cularrzopora Gofldandica (Goldfuss). 
5. Cyrfoccras ~1). 

Suthcrland; P1. V. Fig-. 3. 

T J ~ C  rock at this locality is a grey mud limestone. 

JI Collcckd by Dr. wdkcr, surgeon to-the ‘Fox’ Expedition. 
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No. X. WEST SIIORE OB BOOTIIIA (Lst. 70° to 71’ N.), 
containing the Dlagnctic Pole. 

1. Atrypa phoca (Salter). 
2. Loxonema Zossi. 
3. Pavistella l+anl&ni (Saltcr). 
4. Loxonema Salteri. 

Journ. E. D. S., Vol. I. PI. V. 

Suthcrland ; PI. V. Fig. 18. 
Joorn. R. D. S., Vol. I. PI. XI. 

Tlic crcaiii-colored cliallcy limcstonc found on thc west side of 
Princc of Walcs’ Island licrc occurs, and is gcncrally clcstitutc 
of fossils, lilcc that of Princc of Wales’ Land. 

*No. XI. FURY POINT (Lat. 72’ BO”.; T,ong. 92’ W.). 
1. Cromus Arcticus. Journ. E. D. S., Vol. I. P1. 13. 
2. Maclurea sp. 
3. illya rotundaia (?). 
4. Stromatopora concentrica. 
5. Cyatl~opAyllunz I~elianthoides (GoldSuss). 
G. Pelraia bina. 
7. Calaniopora Cotklandica (Goldfuss). 
8. Favosites niegas/onia (1). 
9. Cyathophylluiii ccespitosunl. 

10. PavisteZZa PranXlini (Saltcr). 
11. StrepAodes AustBii (Sultcr). 
12. Atrypaplioca (Salter). 

Sutlicrland ; P1. VI. Fig. 3. 
Suthcdand ; 1’1. VI. Fig. G. 

Thc linicstonc liere is of tho saim grcy carthy aspect as at 
13ecchcy Island and Port Lcopold. 

 NO. XII. PRINCE O F  \VALES’ LAND ( h t .  72’ 36’ N. ; 
Long. 97’ 15’ W.). 

1. Cyathophylluni sp. 
2. Calamopora Gothlandica (GoldSuss). 
3. Stromatopora concentrica. 

Thcso fossils occui* in grey carthy limcstonc, ncar ils junction 
with t1lG red arcnaccous lilncstonc already clcscribad. 

NO. XTII. WEST COAST O F  KING WILLIAII‘S ISLAND. 
I .  Loxonenta 12ossi. 
2. Cutenil,ora esclinroides. 
3. Orthoceras sp. 

6 Collccrcd by nr. WaII;or, S W ~ C O ~ ~  to tho 1 Fox ’ Espcdition. 

Jonrn. R. D. S., Vol I. PI. V. 

t Collcclcd by Cnptniii Allen Young. 
30” x 
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4. Jlaclurea 3p. 
5 .  Atrypn sp. 
6. Syringopora geniculata. 
7. Clisiopliyllum sp. 
8. Orthis elegnntula. 

III. - The Carboniferous Rocks. 
The Upper Silurian limestones already describcd are 

succeeded by a most remarlrable series of close-grained 
white sandstones, containing numerous beds of highly 
bituminous coal, and but fcw marine fossils. In fact, 
the only €ossi1 shell found in thesc beds, so far as I 
know-, in any part of tlie Arctic Archipelago, is a spe- 
cies of ribbed Atrypa, which I believe to be identical 
with the 81rypn &?lax of the carboniferous slate of 
Ireland. These sandstonc beds are succeeded by a 
series of bluc limcstone beds, Containing an abundance 
of the inarinc shrlls commonly found in all parts of 
lhe world whcrc the carboniferous deposits are at all 
dcvelopcd. Tlic linc of junction of these deposits 
with the Silurians on which thcy rest is N.E. to E.N.G. 
(truc). Like the former thcy occur in low flat beds, 
sometimes rising into cliffs, but never reaching thc 
elevation attained by the Silurian rocks in Laneaster 
Sound. 

The €allowing lists contain the principal fossils 
and specimens presentcd to the Royal Dublin Socicty 
by Captain M‘Clintoclr and by Captain Sir Robert 
M‘ Clurc. 

coal, sandstone, clay ironstone, and brown Iieniatite, v m c  
found along ~ 1 .  line stretching 1C.N.E. from Blaring Island, tlirough 
tlle soul11 of Mdvilk Island, Cyan1 Martin’s IsIand, and tIic 
whole of UatIiurSt Island. Carboniferous limestone, with char- 
acteristic fossils, ma9 found along tho north coast of Bathurst 
Islaad, and at IIillod~ Point, RMvilIc Island. 
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I have marked on the map the coal-beds of the 
Parry Islands, which appear to be prolonged into 
Baring Island, as observed by Captain M‘Clure. The 
discovcry of coal in  these islands is due to Parry, hut 
the evidence of the extent and quantity in which it 
may bc found was obtained during tlic expeditions of 
Austin and Bclcher. In addition to the localities sur- 
veycd by himself, Captain M‘Clintock has givcn nie 
spccimens of the coal found at 0 t h  places by othcr 
explorers; and it is from a comparison of all these 
specimens that I have venlurcd to lay down the out- 
crop of the coal-beds, which a p e s  rcrnarlx~bly wcll 
with the boundary of the formations laid dowii from 
totally different data. 

No. I. IIILLOCI< POINT, hIe1vi:lc Island (Lat. 7G0 IT. ; Long. 

Procluctussulcatus. Journ. E. D. S.,Vol. I. PI. VII. Pigs. 1, 2, 3, 

Spirifr Arcticus. Journ. R. D. S., Vol. I. Pi. IX. 

No. 11. BATIIURST ISLAND, North Coast, Cape Lady 
Franklin (1 )  (Lat. 7G’ 40’ N. ; Long. 98” 46‘ W.). 

Xpir$?ei- Arcticus. Joorn. R. D. S., Vol. I. PI. IX. Pig. 1. 
Li[Aostrotion Lasaltiforme. 

1 1 1 O  45’ W.). 

4, 7. 

* 

*No. ID. BALLAST BEACII, Baling Island (Lat. 7.1” 90’ N. ; 
Long. 121’ W.). 

1. Wood fossilizcd by brown hcmatitc ; slructurc quite distinct. 
2. Con0 of tlic spruce fir, fossilizcd by brown hcmatitc. 

No. IV. PRINCESS ROYAL ISLANDS, Prince of Wales’ Strait, 

1. Nodulcs of clay ironstone, converted partially into brown licina- 
Baring Islalid (Lat. 72’ 46’ N.; Long. 117O 30’ W.). 

tite. 

* Tlicuo specimens nro “Uri$,” but nro rnontionod hero ns t h y  wcro 
found on tho carboniferous snudstono arm. 
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2. Native copper in large masses, procured from thc Esquimsux 

3. Brown hcmatitc, pisolitic. 
4. Greyish yellow sandstonc, same as Capc I-Iamilton and Byam 

5. Terebratula aspera (Scldotheim). Journ: E. D. S., Vol. I. P1.IX 

in Princc of Walcs’ Strait. 

Martin’s Island. 

Fig. 4. 
TGis jiitercsting brachiopod was found in the lime- 

stone by Captain M‘Clure, at thc Princess Royal Isl- 
ands, i n  t h c  Princc of Wales’ Strait, bctwecii Baring 
Island and Prince Rlbcrt Land. I have no hesitation 
in  pronouncing it to be idciitical with Schlotheim’s 
fossil, which is Jb~~ i id  in thc grcatest abundance at 
Gerolstein, in the Eifel. Banlrs’ Land, or Baring Isl- 
and, is composed of sandstone, similar to that at Bysm 
Martin’s Island, a n d  at the Bay of Mercy. This sand- 
stone contains bcds of coal, apparcntly thc continuation 
of thc well-known coal-bcds of Melville Island. It is 
a remarlcable fact, that these carboniferous sandstones 
underlie beds of undoubtedly the carboniferous lime- 
stone type, and tha t  at Byam Martin’s Island, whcre 
fossils are found in this sandstone, thcy are allic$ to 
Rtrypa fallax aid  other forms .characteristic of the 
lower saiidstoncs of the carboniferous epoch. It is, 
therefore, highly probable that thc coal-beds of Mel- 
ville Island are very low down in the scries, and do 
not correspond in geological position with thc coal-bcds 
of Europe, which rcst on the summit of the carboaif. 
emus beds. It is interesting to find at Priiiccss Royal 
Island, where, from the gcncral strike of the beds, we 
sIiouId cxpcct to find the Silurian limestone underlying 
tlic coal-bearing sandstones, that this limcstonc does 
occur, and contains a fossil, T. aspera, eminently chard 
acteristic of the Eifelian beds o i  Germany, which form, 
in that country, the Uppcr Silurian Strata. 
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No, V. CAPE l U I L T O N ,  Daring Island (L-lt. 74' 15'N.; Long. 
1 1 7 O  30' Tv.). 

1. Greyis!i-yc>llow sandstonc, like that found in situ iu Bpaiu Mar- 
tii's Island. 

2. Coal. - The c o d  found in tlic Arctic regions, exccpting that 
brought from Disco Island, West Grccnlnnd, mhich is of tcr- 
tiary origin, prcscnts cvcrymlicrc the samc characters, which 
aro somewhat rcmarlrablc. I t  is of a brownish color and lig- 
naccous tcrturc, in fine l a p s  of brown coal and jet-black 
glossy coal interstratificd in clclicatc bands not tliickcr than 
papcr. I t  has a woody ring under tlic hammer, recalling tho 
peculiar clink of some of tlic valuablc gas coals of Scotland. It 
burns witli a dcnsc smolrc and brilliant flainc, and moult1 malcc 
an cxcellent gas coal; and, in fact, it rcseniblcs in inany 
respects some varieties of the coal which lias acquired sucli 
celebrity in the Ssotch and Prussian lawcourts, under tlm 
title of tho Torbnnc Hill minerill. 

No. VI. CAPE DUNDAS, Melville Island (Lat. 74' 30' N. i Long. 
113' 45' IT.). 

Fine spccimcns of coal. 

No. VII. CAPE SIR JAMES ROSS, 8fclvillc Islanil Fat.. 74' 
45' N. ; Long. 114' 30' W.). 

Sandstone passing into blac qtiartzitc. 

NO. VJII. CAPE PROVIDENCE, Mclville Island (Lat. 7.1' 2O'N. ; 
Long. 112' 80' W.). 

A specimen of crinoid;d limcstonc, apparently similar to tliat oc- 
' curring in Grinith's Island, fi-om .which, however, it could iiot 

havc bccn brought by the prcsont drifL of the floating icc, as 
the set of tlic currcnts is constant from t h  mcst. If brought 
to its present position by icc, it must liavc bccn uiidcr circum- 
stances differing considerably from those now prevailing in 
13ai-row's Strait. 

Yellowish-grey sn~idstonc. 
Clay ironstono passing into pisolitic hematite. 

No. IX. WINI'ER IIARBOR, hlclvillc Island .(Lilt. 74' 35' N,; 
Long. 110' 45' W,). 

Fino yellow and grey sandstonc. 
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Eo. X RNDPORT INLET, Mclvillc Island (Lat. 7 8 O  N. ; Long. 
10DO W.). 

Coal, with impressions of Splienopteris. 
Ferruginous spotted wliitc sandstone. 
Clay ironstone, passing into brown hematite. 

No. XI. SKENE BAY, Rfeld!c Island (Lat. 7g0 N.; Long. 
loso W.). 

Bitnminous cod, with finely divided lamina, associated vith 
bromn crystalline limestone, mitli cherty bcds, and grey’ 
yellowisli sandstone, passing into brownish-rcd siindstonc. 

No. XII. HOOPER ISLAND, Liddon’s Gulf, Mclvillc Island (Lat. 
7 5 O  5’ N. ; Long. 112O W.). 

Nodules of clay ironstone, very pure and heayy, associated with 
ferruginous finc sandstone and coal of tlle usual clcscription. 

The hill-tops and sides along the south shore of Lid- 
don’s Gulf, and as far as Cape Dundas, are generally 
bare, composed of frozen mud, arising from the disin- 
tegration of shale, the annual dissolving snows ~vash- 
ing them down and giving them a rounded form. The 
soutiiern slo’pes generally support vegetation. I?rag- 
ments of coal are very frequently met with, and at thc 
mouth of a ravine on the south shore of Liddon’s Gnlf 
there is abundance, of’ very good quality; it contnins a 
considerable quantity of pyritcs or bisulphurct of iron. 

No. XIII. BYAM MARTIN’S ISLAND (Lat. 7 5 O  10’ N. ; Long. 
104’ 15’ w.). 

Yellowish-Fey sandstone, in silu, rontaining a ribbed ~ t r y p n ,  
allicd to tlio A .  printil,ilaris of‘ V. Duch, and tllc A.fullax of 
tho carboniferous rocks of Ireland. 

Rcddisli limestone, with broken fragments of shclls, of tho 8ame 
description of brachiopod as the last. 

C O ~ I  of the nsual description. 
Fino-grained red sandstone, passing into red slate. 
Scoriaceous hornblendic trap (boulders). 



The sandstone of Byain Martin’s Island is of two 
Itinds - one red, finely siratificd, passing into purple 
slatc, and very lilrc the red sandstonc of Capc Bunny, 
North Somersct, and some varicties of the rcd sand- 
stone and slate found bctwecn Wolstcnliolrne Sound 
and Whale Sound, Wcst Grecnlnnd, lat. 77O N. The 
othcr sandstone of Byam Martin’s Island is fine, palc- 
greenish, or rather greyish-ycllow, and not distinguish- 
able in hand specimens €rom the sandstone of Cape 
IIamilton, Baring Island. It contains numerous shclls 
and casts of a tcrebrstuliform brachiopod, closely allied 
to the Terebratula primipilaris of Von Biich, found 
abundantly at Gcrolstein in  the Eifcl. On the whole, 
1 incline to the opinion that the sandstones, limesionc, 
and coal of Byam Rlartin’s Island, are thc corrcsponcl- 
ing rodis of Mclvillc Island, Baring Island, and Bath- 
urst Island, are low dow1 in the Carboniferous System, 
and that thcrc is in these northern coal-fields no subdi- 
vision into rcd sandstone, limcstone, and coal-mwsurcs, 
such as prevails in thc west of Europe. If the iliflcrcnt 
points where coal was found be laid down 011 a map, 
we have in ordcr, procccding from the south-wcst- 
Cape Ilamilton, Baring Island ; Cape Dundas, Mcl- 
ville Island, south ; Bridport Inlct and Sliene Bay, 
Melville Island ; Sclionibcrg Point, Graham Moorc 
Bay, Bathurst Island ; a liiic joining all Ihcsc points is 
the outcrop of the coal-beds of the south of hlelvillc 
Island, and runs E.N.E. At all the localities above 
mentioned, and, indeed, in cvcry placc where coal was 
ibund, it was acconipanied by the grcyish-ycllo~ :1nd 
yellow sandstone already described, and by nodules of 
clay ironstonc, passing into brown liematitc, somctiincs 
nodular and sometimes pisolitic in structure. 
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No. XIV. GRAI1AM MOORE‘S BAY, Batliurst Is .and (Lat. 78’ 
30’ N. ; Long. 102O w.). 

Coal of tlic usual quality. 

At Cape Lady Franklin, and at  many other locali- 
ties along thc north shore of Bathurst Island, carbonif- 
erous fossils in limestone, clay ironstonc balls passing 
into brown hematite, cherty limcstone, and earthy fos- 
siliferous limcstone, with the same spccics of Atrypa as 
at Byam Martin’s Island, wcrc found in stbuiidance by 
Shcrard Osborn, Esq., Commander of H.M.S. ‘ Pio- 
necr,’ in  whose j o u r n a l  the €allowing note respecting 
them may be found : - 

(( The above collection was delivered ovcr to Captain 
Sir Bdward Bclchcr, C.B., by Commander Richards, 
at 2 P.AI., on 7th Nov. 1853.” * 

I t  is to be hopcd that they may soon be inade avail- 
able €or the elucidation of the geology of this most 
interesting portion of the Arctic discoveries. 

No. XV.. EATHURST ISLAND, Bcdford Bay (Lat. 7 6 O  N.; 
Long. 50’ W.). 

I n  this locality abundancc of vcsicnIar scoriaccous trap rocks 
wcrc found by Captain 39’Clintock ; t h y  appcai* to mc to bc the 
rcprescntativcu of tlic volcanic rocks found cvcrywhcrc at thc 
comlncnccnicnt of thc carboniferous pcriod. 

No. XVI. CORNWALLIS IST,AND, 3PDougall Bay. 
1. Syringopora getziculafa. Journ. E. D. S., Vol. I. P1. XI. Fig. 2. 
2. CardLola Salter;. Journ. R. 1). S., Vol. I. 1’2. VII. Vig. 5. 

The Syringoporc found at  Cornwallis Island appears 
to be identical with the variety of thc Irish carbonifcr- 
ous S. gedculuta, in which the corallites arc at a dis- 
tance from each 0 t h  somewhat exceeding their diam- 

R Kde Arctic Xxpcditione, 1854-55, p. 254. 
- 
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etcrs, and in which the connecting tubes are about two 
diameters apart. 

A question of very considerable geological interest is 
raised by the occurrence together of corals, in the same 
locality, of silurian and carboniferous forms. 

I entertain no doubt of their being iw situ, and oc- 
curring in the same beds, for the following reasons : - 

1st. The Syringopores of GrifEth’s Island were 
found at an elevation of 400 feet above the sea, and, 
therefore, could not be brought by drifting ice. 

2nd. The specimens were apparently of the same 
texture and composition as the native rock, whencver 
the lattcr was visible from under the snow. 

3rd. I do not believe in the lapse of a long interval 
of titne between the silurian and carboniferous depos- 
its, - in fact, i n  a Devonian period. 

4th. The same. blending of corals has been found in 
Ircland, the Bas Boulonnais, and in  Devonshire, where 
silurian and carboniferous forms are of common occur- 
rence in the same localities. 

5th. I n  the carboniferous bcds proper of Melvilla 
Island and Bathurst Island, therc were not found, so 
far a s  I am aware, any corals of the same character as 
those at Griffith’s Island, Cornwallis Island, and Beechey 
Island, which could give a supply to be drifted to the 
latter localities in a Pleistocene sea. It is plain, from 
the height at which the corals were found that, if they 
were brought to their present localitics by ice, it must 
have been during the period known as Post-tertiary, 
as the present conditions of drift-ice in Barrow’s Straits 
do not permit us to suppose them to have been placed 
where we now find them by existing causes. 

The occurrence of coal-beds in such high latitudes 
IIUS been speculated on by many geologists-in my 

. 

31 
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opinion, not vcry satisfactorily; as it is vcry diflicult 
to conceive how, evcn if thc qucstion of tcmpcrature 
was settled, plants evcn of the fcrn and lycopodium 
typc could cxist during tlic darlrncss of the long win- 
tcr's night a t  n'lclville Island. This tlifficulty is in- 
creased by the facts rnadc lriiown to us by thc dis- 
covery of amnionilcs and lias fossils in Prince Patrick's 
Island by Captain M'Clintoclr. 

IV. - !i71LC Lias Bocl;.s. 
Msny years ago it was asserted by Lieutenant An- 

jou, of thc Russian iiavy, that ammonites had been 
fo~iiicf by him in tlic clifiS oil the south shore of tho 
island of New Siberia, OR the iiorth coast of Asia, in 
1st. 74" N. This statement, which was published i n  
Admiral Voii Wrangcl's journal, attracted but little 
attentio~i, uniil it was confirmed, as far as probability 
of such fossils occurring at  so high a latitude is coii- 
ccrned, by the remarkable discovery of similar fossils 
by Captain M'Clintock, in lat. 76" 20' N., at Point 
Willrie, in  l'rinec l'atriclr's Islaiid. 

In a paper, publislied by the Royal Dublin Society, 
in the iirvt volume of their journal, p. 223, Captain 
M'Clintoclr thus dcscribes tlic finding of these fossils :- 

" After returning to Cape de Bray, we took up the 
provisions that the officer a€ter whom it is called hac1 
left for US, and crossed the strait to Point Wi]]rie; 
reached it on thc 14th May. This traverse was the 
tnore diGcult from the grcat load upon our sledge, and 
the unfavorable state of the icc and snow. The frcshly 
tXen snow was soft and deep, and bcneatli it the older 
mow lay in i'rirrows across our route, harclcnecl and 
polished by the winter gales and drifts, so that it rc- 
sembled marble. 
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‘6 On landing I found the beach low, composed of 
mud, with the foot-prints of animals frozcn in  it. A 
few hundred yards from the beach thcrc arc steep hills, 
about 150 feet in  hcight, and upon the sides of these, 
in reddish-colorcd limestone, casts of fossil shclls 
abound. Inland of thcsc, the ordinary pale carbonif- 
erous sandstonc and clicrty lirnestone re-appeared. The 
fossils are all small, and of only a fcw varietics, some 
being ammonites, but the greater part bivalves. They 
differed from any I had met with beforc, and the rock 
was almost brick-red ; I piclretl up what appeared to 
be fossil bone (Ichtliyosauriw ?>, only part of i t  appear- 
ing out of the €ragmeat of the rock 

(( Point Willrie appears to be an isolated patch of 
liassic age, resting upon carbonikrous sandstones and 
limestones, with bands of chert, of the sanic age as 
the limcstoncs and sandstoncs of 1Xclvillc Island. The 
eastern shores of Intrepicl Inlet is composed of this 
€ormation ; while thc westcrn, rising into hills and ter- 
races, is of thc underlying carboniferous cpoch. At 
the western side of Intrcpid Inlet I €ound upon the ice 
a considerablc quantity of whitc asbestos, but did not 
ascertain born whencc i t  had becn brought.” 

Thc €ossils thus found in siiac, I have no doubt, 
belong to the liassic period; and as their geological 
interest is indubitable, I offcr 110 apology for inserting 
here the following description, written by me on Cap- 
tain M‘Clintock’s returii to Dublin from his third Arctic 
expedition. 

No. 1. IVILmE POINT, Prince Patrick’s Land (Lat. 76’ 20’ N. ; 
Long. 11 7 O  20’ Zv.). 

LIAS FOSSILS, 

(a)  Ammonifcs ilPClinlocXri. Journ. It. D. S., VO~. I. PI. 1s. Figs. 
2, 3, 4. 



3 G4 APPENDIX. KO.  IV. 

Width of 
last Bpiro. 

Diam.=100. 
.- 

Tn& 
#7J% 

Monotis scptentrionalis. Journ. R. I). S., Vol. 1. PI. IX. Figs. 

Plcurotonzaria, sp. 
Cast of some Univalve. 
Nucula, sp. 

G, 7. 
Journ. R. D. S., Vol. I. PI. JX. Fig. 8. 

Journ. It. D. S., Vol. I. Pl. 1X. Fig. 7, 

(a) Ammonites MLClintocki (IIaugliton).-Testci compress(i, cartz- 
ai$ anfractibus la&, laterilrus, complanatis, iransversim undato-codatis ; 
costis simplicibus, juxta marginem interiorem levigatis; dorso carinaio 
acuto ; aperture sagittulii, compressii, antice carinatii ; septis lateribus 
&lobatis. 

This fine ammonite resembles several species com- 
mon in the upper lias of the Plateau de Larzac, Sev- 
ennes, in France. It approaches A. concavus of t h e  
lower Oolite, but is distinguished by having only four 
lobes on the lateral margins of the septa, and by its 
showing no tendency to a tricarinated Iceel. The fol- 
lowing measurements give an exact idea of its form, 
as  compared with that of the species mentioned : - 

A. JP ClzhtocL$, 
A. concavus, . 

Dinmctcr, 
Inches. 

1.83 
2.95 

Of 

The principal difference here observable is in the 
somewhat greater size of A. concavus, and the larger 
umbilic of A. 1Mz CZimtocki. It certainly resembles this 
well-known ammonite very closely ; and it appears to 

*me difficult to imagine the possibility of such a fossil 
l iving in  a frozen, or even a temperate sea. 

The discovery of such fossils &a situ, in 76” north 
latitude, is calculated to throw considerable doubt 
upon the theories of climate which would account €or 
all past changes of iemperature by changes in the rela- 



tive position of land and water on the earth's surflace. 
No attcmpt, that I am aware of, has cver been made 
to calculate the number of degrees of change possible 
in consequence of changes of position of land and 
water ; and from some incompletc calculations I have 
myself made on the subject, I IhinB i t  highly improb- 
able that such causes could have cver produced a tem- 
peraturc i n  thc sca at 76" north latitude which would 
allow of the exirjtence of ammonites, especially ammo- 
nites so like those that lived at the same time in thc 
tropical warm scas of thc south of England and 
France, at  the close of the Liassic, and commence- 
mcnt of the lower Oolitic period. 

During the course of the same Arctic expedition in 
which these organic remains were found, Captain Sir 
Edward Bclcher discovcred in some loose rubble, of 
which a cairn WBS built on Exmouth Island (lat. 77" 
12' N., long. 96" W.), vcrtebral boncs of, apparently, 
same liassic enaliosaurian. All doubt as to the reality 
of this discovery, and all idea of accounting for the 
occurrence of such remains by drift, must be aban- 
doned, as the fossils found by M'Cliiitoclr were unques- 
tionably in situ, and it is impossible to  evade the con- 
sequences that follow to gcological thcory from their 
discovcry. 

Captain Sherard Osborii, also, found broken ver- 
tebroo of an ichthyosaurus, 150 €cct up Rendezvous 
IJU, the north-west extreme of Bathurst Island : of 
these spccimens, one lay among a mass of stone tha t  
had slipped from the N.W. face of the hill; the other 
was by the side of a ravine or deep watercourse on the 
southern face of the same elcvation. I have 110 doubt 
but that they wcrc iiz situ. 

I am well aware that the question of light in the 
31" 
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Arctic seas will be disposed of by some geologists, 
who will remind us tha t  the saurians, and probably the 
amrnonitcs, werc endowed with a complicated optical 
apparatus, rendering them capable of using their cyes, 
not only lor the distinct vision of objects differing 
greatly in distance, but also of using them, under 
widely differing conditions of light and darlrncss ; and 
I readily admit the force of such observations. 

But what are we to say as to the question of tem- 
perature ? It was certainly necessary for an ammonite 
to have a sea free from ice, on which to float and bask 
jn the palc rays of the Arctio sun;  and therefore I 
claiin a temperature for those seas, at; least similar to 
Ihat which now prevails i n  the British Islands : and 
I rnay add that the ammonite, from its habits, was 
essciitially dependent on the ternperatwe of the air, 
as well as on that of the water. 

There is at present a difference of 49O.5 P. between 
the mean annual temperature of Point Wilkie and 
Dublin; and if this change of temperature be supposed 
to be caused by a change of the relative positions of 
land and water, the tempcrature of Dublin, or of some 
place on the same parallel of latitude, must be sup- 
posed to be raised to 99O.5 F. ; while the temperature 
of the thermal equator will excced 124O- a tempera- 
ture only a few degrees below that requisite to boil an 
egg! I reject, without scruple, a theory that requires 
a ~ ~ h  a result, which must be considered as a minimum ; 
as it is probable that the ammonite required a finer cli- 
mate than that of Britain for the full enjoyment of his 
existence. 

The theory of central heat, also, appears to me to be 
open to the same objection, as a mode of explaining 
this remarkable geological fact ; for it will simply add 
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a constant to our present climates, leaving the diEer- 
ences to remain, as a t  present, to be accountcd for 
by latitude and distribution of' land and water. The 
astronomical theory of Herschcl, also, which would 
account for formcr changes of climate by changes in 
the radiating power of the sun, would only increase 
the temperature at each latitude, leaving the differ- 
ences as a t  present. 

Thc only speculation with which I am acquaintcd, 
which is capable of solving this opprobriztm geolog- 
icorum, is thc hypothesis of a change in the axis of ro- 
tation of the earth, the admission of which, as a geo- 
logical possibility, is mathematically demonstrable, and 
which has recently had some singular evidence in its 
favor advanced by geologists. In 1851, I brought' for- 
ward, a t  the Geological Society of Dublin, a case of 
angular fragmcntu of granite occurring i n  the carbonif- 
erous liinestoiic of the County Dublin ; and explained 
thc  phenomcna by the supposit,ion of thc transporting 
power of ice. In 1855, Professor Rainsay laid before 
the Geological Socicty of London a full and detailed 
theory of glaciers and ice as agcnts conccrned in the 
formation of a remarlrable breccia, of Permian age, 
occurring in the central counties of England ; and still 
more recently the same agent has becn employed by 
the geological 8urvq-w of India to account for the 
transport of materials a t  geological periods long ante- 
cedent to those in which ice transport is commonly 
supposed to have commenced. The motion of thc 
earth's axis would reconcile all the facts Bnowt~, and  it 
must be regarded as a geological desideratum to deter- 
mine its amount and direction, and to assign thc cause 
of such a movement. T'he solution of this problem I 
regard as quite possible. 



368 Al’PENDlX. so. IV. 

It is well worthy of remark, that the arguments €rorn 
the occurrence of coal-plants and ammonites strcngihen 
each other ; the coalplants rendering the question of 
ligJ&t, and the ammonites that of heat, insuperable ob- 
jections to the admission of any received geological 
hypothesis to account for the finding of such remains, 
h situ, in latitudes so high as those of Melville Island, 
Princc Patricli’s Island, and Esmouth Island. 

V. - The Superficial Deposits. 
The surface of the ground, wherc exposed, through- 

out the Arctic Archipelago, does not appear to be 
covered‘with thick deposits of clay or gravel, such as 
are found generally in the north of Euorpe, and re- 
ferred by geologists to what they call “ the  Glacial 
Epoch.” Therc are not, howevcr, wanting abundant 
evidences of the transport of drift materials, and there 
is some good evidence, collected by Captain M‘Clin- 
toclr, of the direction in which the drift ~ 7 a 3  moved. 

Specimens of granite, which I have no hesitation in 
referring to the characteristic granite of the west side 
of North Somerset, were found a t  Leopold Harbor 
(North Somerset) and a t  Graham Moore Bay (Bath- 
urst Island); one of these localities is N.E. and the 
other N.W. of the granite of North Somerset, from 
which I infer that there was no constant prevailing 
direction €or the drift ice that carried these boulders, 
but that they mere transported to thc iiorthward in 
various directions, according to the varying motion of 
the currents that moved Ihe ice. The boulder of gran- 
ite a t  Port Leopold is 100 miles N.E. of tlic granite 
which gave origin to it ; and the specimens from Gra- 
ham Moore Bay are 190 miles to thc N.W. of their 
source. 
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At Cape Rennell (North Somerset), in a direction 
intermediate between the two formcr directions, a re- 
inarkable boulder of the same granite was hound, con. 
firming the general direction of the transporting force 
from south i o  north. Its position and size are thus 
recorded by Captain A9‘Cliatoclr : - ‘‘ Near Cape Ren- 
ne11 we passed a very remarlrable rounded boulder of 
gneiss or granite ; it was 6 yards in circumference, and 
stood near the beach, and some 15 or 20 yards above 
it; one or two masses of rounded gneiss, altlioagli 
very much smaller, had arrested our attention at Port 
Leopold.” 

It is well known that Captain Sir Robert M‘Clure 
brought home specimens of pine-trees found in the 
greatest abundance in the ravines on the west coast of 
Baring Island ; one of his specirnens prescrved in the 
museurn of the Royal Dublin Society measures 15 
inches by 12 inches, and contains three knots that 
prove it €ormed a portion of the stem high above its 
root. The bark is not found on this specimen, which 
does not represent the full ltiiclrncss of the tree; I have 
estimated that this fragment contains 170 rings of an- 
nual growth. 

Similar reinains were found by Captain M‘Clintoclr 
and Lieutenant Mechnm in Prince Patrick’s Island, 
and i n  Wellington Channel by Sir Edward Belcher. 
On the coast of Ncw Siberia, Lieutenant Anjou found 
a clay cliff containing stems of trees still capable of 
being used as fuel. T h e  original observers all agree 
in thinking that these trees grew wherc they are now 
found ; and Captain Osborne, i n  mentioning Sir Rod- 
erick I. Murchison’s opinion that they are drift tirnbcr, 
justly adds tho remark, that a sea sufficiently free from 
ice to allow of their being drifted from the south would 

Y 
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indicate also a climatc sufficiently mild to allow of 
their having grown upon the  land where they iiow 
occur. Mr. Hoplrins, in his annivcssary address as 
President of the Geological Society of London, has 
published a remarkable geological speculation, which 
would account for the facts above mentioned.* So 
far as the evidence of drift boulders is conccrned, I 
have shown that the direction of t h e  currents was from. 
the south; a fact which falls in with the drift theory,' 
so far as it goes. 

We cannot, however, dissociate these trees from the 
facts connected with the distribution of t h e  remains of 
the Siberian Mammoth in Asia and America. It is 
iiow known that this clephant was provided with a 
warm fur, aud that his food was of a kind which grows 
even now in Northern Siberia; so that the drift theory, 
which was formerly supposed necessary to account €or 
the occurrence of these remains, has now been quietly 
dropped, sub silentio, by the geologists. Many other 
drift theories have, in like mannner, lived their short 
day, and gone the way of all false hypotheses ; among 
othcrs, thc drift theory of the origin of coal. Further 
investigation may show that the glacial epoch of 
Europe was one of a very difierent character in Asia 
and America, and that, while glaciers clothed the sides 
of Snowdon and Lugnaquillia, pine forests flourished 
in  the Parry Islands, and the Siberian elephants wan- 
dered on the shores of a sea washed by the waves of 
an Ocean that carried no drifting ice. 

There is abundant evidence, however, that the Arctic 
Archipelago was submerged in very recent geological 
periods; for we know that subfossil shclls, of species 

* Journ. Gcol.  SO^. Lond., YO]. VIII. p. lxiv. 
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that now inhabit the waters of the neighboring seas, 
are found at considerable heights throughout the m7hole 
group of islands. M‘Clure found shells of the Cyprilza 
Islalzdica, a t  the summit of the Coxcomb range, in 
Baricg Island, at an elevation of 500 feet above the 
sea-lcvel ; Captain-Parry, also, has recorded the occur- 
rence of Venus (probably Cyprina hlandica) on Byarn 
,Martin’s Island; and in the recent voyage of the ‘Fox,’ 
Ih. Walker, the Surgeon of the expedition, found the 
following subfossil shells a t  Port Kenedy, at cleva- 
tions of from 100 to 800 feet : - 

1. Saxicnua rugosa. 
2. Teliina proxima. 
8. Astarfc Arctica (Borcalis.) 
4.  M y a  Uddeuallcnsis. 
6 .  hfyn truncafa. 
6 .  Cardiuin sp. 
7. L’uccinuna undatum. 
8.  Acmea lesluclinalis. 
9. Balanus Uddeuallenst. 

At the same place a portion of the palate-bone of a 
whalc (Right Whale) was found a t  an clevation of 
150 feet. 

All these facts indicate the former submergence of 
the Arctic Archipelago, but this subinergence must 
have been anterior to the period when pine forcsts 
clothed the low sandy shores of the slowly emerging 
islands, the remains of which forests now occupy a 
position at least 100 feet above high-water mark. 

The geological map which I ani.enabled to pub- 
lish from the data collected by Captains Mr Clintoclr, 
MLClure, Osborn, &e., is an enlargement of that which 
was published in 1857 by the Royal Society of Dublin, 
to illustrate the fine collection of Arctic fossils and 
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minerals dcposited in the museum of that body by 
Captains M'Clintoclr and M'Clurc. In perfecting it 
€or its present purposc I have availed myself of all the 
other sources of jnfortnation within my reach, amoug 
which I am bound to rnentioii in parlicular the ex- 
cellent Appendix to Dr. Suthcrland's 4 Voyage of thc 
Lady Franklin and Sophia,' written by Mr. Salter, 
Palaeontologist of the Geological Survey of Great. 
Britain. 

Many of the mineral specimens from Grecnland, 
and the fossils from Cape Riley, Cape Farrand, Point 
Fury and Brentford Bay, were collected by Dr. David 
Wallter, surgeon and naturalist to the 'Fox' Expcdi- 
tion. 
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