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No. 18. 

REPORT TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF 
THE ACTION OF THE NAVY DEPARTMENT IN THE MAT- 
TER OF THE DISASTER TO THE UNITED STATES EX- 
PLORING EXPEDITION TOWARD THE NORTII POLE, 
ACCOMPANTBD BY A REPORT OF THE EXAMINATION 
OF THE RESCUED PARTY, ETC. 

~ A . V Y . D E P A ~ ~ T ~ I E N T ,  
I.l"ccshiiigtow, Juiic 17, 1S73. 

TO TEE I'EESIDENT: 
Sin : 0 1 1  rcceiriiig inforination of the arrival of the rescued portion 

of the crew of the Polaris at Saint John's, Newfouiidlaucl, 1 determined, 
in the abseiice of direct regular commniiicatiou with that port, to send, 
as has beeu before reported to you, the Uiiitecl States steamer Frolic, 
then lyiug at New York, to bring tliem to the Uuitocl States. 

As it  was obviously proper, in view of the prompt and responsible 
action which might be required, that  the Government should, as soou 
as possible, be in possession of the fullest and uost  reliable information 
upon all the circumstances of the case, the Frolic vas ordered to bring 
directly to Washington all the persous haviiig personal knowledge 011 
the subject. 

On their arrival here, to the end that their knowledge might be accw 
rately anit fully elicited, judged of, and preserved, not only for the guid 
anco of the Gorernmeu.t but for the benefit of scieiice and the iufornm 
tion of the world, I ussociated mitli myself for their esamiuatiou Uoin. 
modore TVilliam lieyiiolds, tho seuior oficer of the Navy Department, 
himself au old explorer; Professor Spencer F. Baiicl, of the dniithsoniau 
Institution, a distinguished scientist, and member of the National 
Academy, who hat1 .taken greet interest in the expedition, aiid prepared 
Some of the scientific instruments for it ; and Captain IT. TV. Horugate, 
of the Rimj- sigiial service, from which corps Mr. M e p r  had been. 
detailed as meteorologist of the expedition. 

I n  the course of the examiuation, which occupicd six dt~js,  we hare  
taken se~arately aud fully, upon all tlie points involvcd upon which 
they had, or professed to have, knowledge, the statemeiit and axnmina- 
tion of each adult inclividnal of the party who could understand or 
speak auy Unglish, includiug all of the persons rescued, escepting tho 
wife of Haus Uhristian and tho chiltlreii. 

These staterncuts aud examiuatioiis were carefully tnlceu clown hi 
shor t -had  at the time, and are uow, together with the diaries lic1)t by 
some oi the party on the ice, and i~ diary of tho cruise of the PoIi11'is, 
kept in German by Bcrmauu Siemaus, one of the seamen remaiuiug 011 
board, aud picked up on the ice after the separation from the shil), he 
iiig rapidly printed, the bulk of than already iu typo, 
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A detailed statement oftlie results arrived a t  will be fotiud iu tho re- 
port signed by myself and all tlie gentlerncu associated mitli uic, which 
is herewith inclosed, and to  which is annexed a copy o l  the last dis- 
patch oi' Captain IInll, made from what is apparently the original clraf't, 
in his own handwriting, foniiil nuiong his personal lx~pcrs, in  his writ- 
ing-desk, which was preserved on the ice by Esquiiuaus Joe, and bg 
hiin delivered to me iu the presence of tlie bo:ircl. It is accompanied 
also by mi outlitie-m:ip, prepared by Mr. Meyer, giving a general out- 
line of the geogr:iphicnl results. 

This report is macle directlg to yourself, as the person under whose 
orders tlie espeditiori was organized, aiid L liave irigself sigiied it, con- 
curriug :IS I do in a11 its stltteinerits and conclusions. I n  souie of the 
testiinouy as given will be found some statements of facts, and several 
strong exlmssiozis of feeliug on t he  part of sonic of the xitnesscs 
agxiiist tlic onicer reinainiiig in couimand of the ship after the death 
of Captain Dall. 

These I feel great reluctance to publish nhilo the person refcrred to 
is absent io the discharge of' dangerous and responsible duty j but I am 
constraiuc.d to  believe that it is better for h i q  and will bo more satis- 
factory to his fiiends, as ne11 as t o  the frieiids of those still 011 Imtird of 
the Polnris, that  they sl-ionld be published :IS they were given, rathqr 
than that tlieir suppression sliould be u~atle the foundation of sensa- 
tioiial ani1 :ilarming reports in uo degree justified by t h e  real facts. 

It must, however, be clearly understood that in 1)erinitting this pub- 
lication the Departineiit ueither makes nor declares any jutiginent 
agaiiist Nr. Budclington, wlio is still abseut in the midst oi' dangers, and 
has had 110 opportunity for clef'ense or explanation. 

The facts show that though he was perhaps wanting in enthusiasm 
for the grand objects of the cxpc~dition, arid at times grossly 1;~s in dis. 
cipline, and though I 1 0  difYeretl in  judgme~it from others as to the pos- 
sibility, safety, and propriety of takiiig the ship farther north, yet he is 
an experienced and caref~il navigator, auci vhen uot affected by liquor, 
of which there remaiuecl none on board a t  the time of the seyaration, a 
coin petent aud safe commaucler. 

I coimir fiil1~- iu tlic statements of the report as to tlie probable con- 
dilioii and situation of tlie ship, aud the propriety of taking prompt 
measures Sur lier cirioient relief. Such relief can only be nil'oriled 
safelg m c l  surc;ly by iiieaiis of an expcditiou prepared to encounter the 
dangers of the arctic circle, iu a ship atlapted for the purpose, aucl built; 
and littecl to contend with large bodies of ice. 

It is known t h t  there is no such sliip ready at hand in either our 
naval or inerchmt service. Indeed, i t  is believed that therG are none 
such in exisleiice except among the sedingfleet of X'c.wfoundland, A 
vessel of this fleet, sailing as  they do uxitler it forcigu register, can only 
be used for the purpose of an expedition organized and sailing under 
our omu flag by being purchased and put in coinmissiou bj- the Navy 
Departmeiit. 

In view of all these facts, and the further aucl pressing eoiisicleratiou 
thnt any measures of relief t o  be eff'octive must be talien u t  oiiw, I liavo 
already begun to carry out tlie suggestions of the board by giviiig pro- 
paratory orders t o  the United States steamer Juniata, now a t  New Yo&, 
to proceed, at the earliest prmticabla moineIit, to Disco, and if possible 
to  Uperiiavik, for the purpose of carrying €orw:.ard tlio necessary coal 
aud supplies, commuuic;Ltiug w i t h  the authoritics of Greenland, obtain- 
ing iuform:Ltion, and, if prueticablo, seudiug forward soiw word of en- 
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couragement to those on board the Polaris. This last will inost likely 
be iml)ossilila, but we will not fail to attempt it. 

I also propose to fit out a t  once an expedition of relief, to be sent to 
Northumberland Island, mhere the Polaris was last seen, in the Tigress, 
a sealingstearner of the fleet referred to, of about 200 tons burden, 
built and fitted to contend with the ice, :ind the sitme ship bywhich the 
persons nom here were rescued. 

This ship, which is already on her way to New York, I propose, with 
your asscut, to purchase and  iinrnediatcly strengthen, if necessary, and 
fit out €or the service required. 

The proposed espeditiou mill be pdroly naval! experience having con- 
finned me in the conviction that tliero is littie of eitlier siiccess or safety 
in any trying, dangerous, and clistaut expcclition which is not organized 
prosecuted, and controll’ed under the sanctions of military discipline. 

Captain Tyson, all tlie rescued seamen of the Polaris, and Esquimaixx 
Joe will acconipany the esperlition j all oE them declilring thouiselves 
ready and willing to return for the rescue of their comrades m d  to 
bring out their old ship. 

The nieasures proposed will, o i  coursc, impose some espenditure upou 
the iiavnl appropriahions aiid responsibility upon the Nary Departnient. 
But those appropriations cannot, I tliiiik, be expended inore fittingly or 
more in accordaiico with tho leeliiigs of o ~ i r  peopla, and wh:Ltever 
responsibility is incurred by this act of iinperstive public duty and 
nnt1ional humanity I am iieither authorized to evncle nor uumilliiig to 
assume. 

Very ~espectiullg, your obedient Servant, 
GEO. M. R6BESON, 

Seeretctry of the Navy. 

WASIIINGTON, D. O., Julze 16,1S73. 
T O  TIIE PRESIDENT : 

The undersigned having been present a t  niitl tilkgI1 pnrt in the full 
ancl careful examiii,ztion of Mr. George 13, Tysoii, assistaut navigator ; 
Frederick Meycr, meteorologist j J .  W. U. Kriiger? G. \Ir. Liiigaist, Fred- 
erick Anting, I’eter JoIiIison, k’reclerioli ~Jiiuilca, and Willisru Liiicle- 
mmn,  seamen j aiid Joliii Uerron, stc\vilrd j Wi1li:m Jacksoii, cook, 
,and Joe, Hannah, ani1 €rails, &hrjuiniaus, :dl late of the stcainer Eolr\sisj 

with the exceptioii of the wife of Hails and five children, compris- 
1ng the party wliicli was separated froin her oil the ice in October last, 
and Piclied up oty’ tlle coast of Labrador 011 April 30, of this gear, by the 
British ~ealiiig-ste:tmer Tigress, give the i’ollorr-ing as the result of 
their iIivestigatioli : 

The Polaris left Disco on the 17th of August, 1S71, where she parted 
cornpa~y from the Congress, arriving at Uperriarik the next ilay. At 
this polat she took 011 boartl some dogs, s e d  and dog skins, and 8 small 
qmntity of coal, and shipped Hans, Henilrick, or Christi:in, l3sqni- 
maux. \\.110 had beon with Drs. ~ a u e  :tnd flays, mid the wife of Haus 
and three children. It T V ~  expected that Jensen, who had also accom- 
paiiiecl Dr. Thys, ~ o ~ i l c I  join the Polaris a t  ‘ressuisak. 

Leaving Upernnvilr, the Polaris touched at YessnisaB, and tliere pro- 
cured more dogs and a sinall quautity of ready-nmie skiu olothiug, but 
JenseIi did not g o  with the especlition. 

Learing Tassuisak on the  24th, she proceeded northward under sloam, 
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passing through Smith’s Souud and Eennedy Channel, with very little 
delay or obstruction from the ice. 

Ncar Cape Prazier Captain Hall examined the western shore in a 
boat to look for A safe wintering place, but was unsuccessful in finding 

C1c;iriuF; Eennedg Channel in the Polaris,* Captain Hall found himself 
passing through a large soixud i u  the precise position of Kane’s open 
polsr sea, with :I bay on the Greeuland side. In this bay t h e  ship sub- 
seqiieiitly wintered, and i t  received from Captain Hall the name of 
Polaris Bay. Its northern cape he called Cape Lupton. 

Pressing OII to the northward, and passiug through the sound, the 
ship entered another narrow channel of about tweuty-five to thirty miles 
in width, mibh high land on either side, and 011 the 30th of August 
attained the highest northern latitude reached by the expedition, 111 
latitude declared by Captain Hall to be 820 2V iiorth, but afterward 
found by the careful c ~ l ~ ~ l i t t i ~ n  of Mr. Meyer to be 820 l G 1  north. 

A t  this her highest point, the l’olaris was still iu the iiew strait or 
cliauriel which she had discovered, and whioli Citptaiu Hall named 
“ Robeson Straits,,, after the preseut Secretary of the IYavy. 

Here the ship was met bg heavy floi5tiug ice extending entirely across 
the straits, and barring her further progress northward. 

After making unsuccessful eflorts to find it way through the ice, Cap. 
taiii Hall, in a boat. examiued n small herbor ou the castern side of the 
straits for winter-quarters. This being found unsuitable for the pur- 
pose, was named ‘‘ Repulse Harbor.” 

After incurring immiuent risk, the ship became fairly beset in these 
straits, and drifted with the ice to the southward out of them to the 
latitude of 810 30/ north, mheri the pack opening, 011 the 3d of Septem- 
ber, shesteamed to the eastwardand found her wiuter-quarters in a small’ 

. sheltered core or bend of the coast, protected by a straiicled iceberg, on 
the east side of Polaris Cay, i n  latitude 810 38’ north, longitode 610 44’ 
west. ’To this cove Captaiii Hall gave tlie naine of“T11ank God IIarb~r,~’  
calling the iceberg “ Providence Bwg.77 

At  mitliiight on the 3d of‘ September, 1.871, Captain Hall landed with 
a boat.on the east shore of Polaris Bay, and in the name of Gocl and of 
the President of the United States raised the American flag on the laud 
he had discovered. 

On one occasion, while beset in Robeson Straits, the Polaris seenxd 
to be in such danger of being crushed that provisions were placed upon 
the ice, and measures taken to be in readiuess for leaving her, but she 
happily escaped withouthijury. 

Iiiimediately after securing his ship in winter-quarters, Captaiu Hall 
made preparations fcr a sledge journey northward: and other work was 
commenced by landing and setting up the observatory, getting the 
scientific obserratious undor way, surveying the harbor, clearing up the 
ship, and making snug for the minter. 
On the 10th of October Captain Hall left the Polaris, accompanied by 

Mr. Chester, first mate, and Esquimaux Joe and Hans, with two sledges 
and fourteeu clogs. 

Settiug out on this expedition, the first step taken by Captain Hall 
fell upon land more northern than white mari’s foot had ever before 
touched. In the progress of the journey-unhappily the  labt that Cap- 
tain Hall was to make toward the pole-he discovered, as appears by 
his dispatch, a river, a lakc, and a large inlet. The latter, in 1:ttitudc 
810 Wnorth, henamed “Newman’s Bayty,” calling its northern poiut “Cape 
Brwoort,” and the southern one 4‘ Surnner .Headland.” 

one. 
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At  Cape Brevoort, in  latitude 820 2‘ north, longitude 610 20’ west, he 
rested, making there his sixth snow-encampment, and on October 20 
wrote his last dispatch to the Secretary of the’Navy, the original draft 
of which was found, in his owu handwriting, in his writing-desk, on its 
examination in  Washington after it was delivered to tho Secretary of 
the Navy by Esquirnaux Joe, who had kept the desk in his custody 
from the time it was picked up on the ice, after the separation of the 
rescued party from tpe ship. 

A copy of this dispatch, 80 singularly preserved, accompanies this 
report. 

Captain Hall himself deposited a transcript of it in a cairn on the 
sicle of the mountain a t  Cape Breevoort. 

captain Hall, it appears, had hoped, when he left the Polaris on this 
journey, to advance northward a t  least a hrinrfred miles ; but after hav- 
ing gone about fiftj7 he was compelled, by the condition of the shore 
and of the ice and by tho state of the climate, to return and await the 
approach of spring for another attempt. He reached the ship on the 
24th of October, apparently in his usual fine health, but was attacked 
the same day with sickness of the Rtomach and vomiting ; and, taking 
to his bed, the nest day mas found to be seriously ill. His most marked 
symptoms seem from tlie eridence to have been such as indicated con- 
gestion of tho brain, accompanied by delirium and partial paralysis of 
one sicle. The witnesses all state that his attack mas called “apo- 
plexy,?’ and some of them speak of’ thoir own knowledge of his paraly- 
sis and delirium. Ile recovered, however, after some daj7s sufficiently 
to leave his bed, to move about his cabin a little, and to attempt to at- 
tend to business, but soon had a relapse, becanis again delirious, and 
died on the Sth of November, 1871. Three dq7s afterward he was bur- 
ied on the shore. 

Prom personal exawination of all tho witnesses, and from their testi- 
mony as  given, we reach the unanimous conclusion that tlie death of 
Captaiii Elall resulted naturally from disease, mithant fiiult on the part 
of any one. 

During his illness he TT:W uncler the meclicnl cme of Dr. Bessels, and 
as nom of the persons nom bere are capable of giving a, more pnrticu- 
Isr account of the nature and sjtuptoins of this fatal sicJcuess, the  return 
of tlie Polaris must be awaited for precise information. 

All the persons examined testify to tho uniform kindness and care of 
Captaiu Hall, and to the good order and eflioieiit condition of the Polaris 
while under his command. 

On the death of Captain EIall, Mr. Buddington succeeded to the com- 
tnmd of the Polaris, as had been provided for in tlie instructions for tho 

wlllter was passed as is usual in the arctic regions, but without; 
any Suflering from the cold, from disease, or from the want of proper 
provisions. 

The scientific obscrvatione were diligeutlg kept up. Polaris and New- 
nia11’sUssswcre surveyed, nnct the coxst-liuo to the southward of Polaris 
Bay ’ivas exmined for Over seventy niiles. The crew were variously 
emilloged, and the ~squiinaux hunted whenever opportunity permitted. 

About the latter part of Norember, in a, heavy gale from the north- 
east, the Polaris draggec1 her ancliors, but brought up agnir~st the large 
iceberg boforo mentioned, which vas aground in tho bay. She was 
finally rnde  fast to it, and so remained until the followirlg summer. 

During the. win tor she was forced, by the pressuro of other ice sweep. 
ing down against her, upon the foot of Providence Berg; and being sub- 
sequently carried higher upon it by the rising of the tide and renewed 

i~sutxl by the Secretary of the Ni~vy. 
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pressure from the ise, she thus remained uutil June, 1572. Her stem 
piece, resting uueasily duriug the whole of the stormy winter on this ice 
bed, was cracked, ant1 some of her born-planks split, causing her to  leak 
after she again got afloat. She seems to have lealred somewhat fieely 
a t  first, aud tlie steam-pumps mere worked to clear her out, but subse- 
quently the deck-l~m~ps, used about six iuiuutes per hour, were fouud 
sufficient to Beep her clear. 

Early iu June, beEore the Polaris was released from the ice, Contain 
Buddington dispatched, Mr. Chester and Mr. Tyson with two boat8 to 
endeavor to get as far iiorth as practicable. This party lost one boat, 
which was crusheil in the ice almost a t  the comruencelnellt of their 
journey ; the loss mas, however, supplied €rom tlie Polaris by the can- 
vas boat, and with much clieculty m d  delay they got as far north as 
Newman's Bay. They there waited the possible opeiiing of the ice until 
the middle of July, wlieu written orders €rom Captain Buddington di- 
rected their return to the ship. They were unable to transport the 
boats, and, leaving them on the shore, they started on foot, and arrived 
on board after nu abseiice of' about six weeks. 

While ther were away, aucl  SO^ time in June, the Polaris had broken 
out of hcr winter-quarters, and had made several attempts to proceed 
northward to pick up the party with the boats, but the ice was found to 
be impassable, aud Captain Budclington, on receiving the  party on 
board, determined to niake the best of his way southward to the United 
States as so011 as tlie ice would permit. They started southward 
August 12, 1S72, and slowly made their way along tho western shore 
uutil the liest day, when the ship, having got further in mid-chanisl, 
wns badly heset by the ice in latitude about SO0 40' north, and was in 
daniger of wreck for some hours, wlien she was freed again. 

E:irly 011 tlie irioriiiiig of' the Uth,  tho (lay of starting southward, 
tlie family of l laiis  Christi:in mas increased by the biitli of a 8011, who 
was cliristened Charles Polaris, and who made ohu OS the party aiter- 
ward left on the ice-floe. 

On the 16th of August the ship was made fast to at large floe of ice 
in the latitude of 500 2' north, and longitude about GSO west, and while 
still fast to  this  floe drifted south through Smith's Sound nearly to 
Northumberlaud Island. 
In pursuance of the usual orders under similar circumstances, a quan- 

city of provisions and some Sue1 had been placed on the deck of the 
steamer, in readiness to be removed to the ice should the safety of the 
ship become endangered j and it was ordered and understood that, if B 
crisis should be imminent, riot only these stores, but clothing, papers- 
records, instruments, guns, ammuuitiou, kc., were also to be put upon 
the floe, in order to  preserve the lives of the party and the results of the 
expedition should it become necessary to abaiidon the ship ant1 to take 
refuge 011 the ice. A caiivns hut had also been ereoted upon the floe for 
shelter should the ship be lost. 

On the night of the 15th o€ October, 1572, in about latitude 7Do 33' 
north, clnring avioleiit gale of wind and ~i iow,  the need €or such prepara- 
tion beaame afpp:weut, as the ship was sudde~~ ly  beset by a tremendous 
pressure of ice, which was driven against her from tQc southward a?ld 
forced under her, pressing lier up out of the water, and by suocesslvo 
imd violent shocks finally throwing her over 011 her beam-ends. 

Captain' Buddington directe4 tho provisions, stores, and materials in 
readiness, as before described, to  be thrown overboard on the ice, 2nd 
ordered half the crew upon the ice to carry them upon a thiclier part to 
the hummocks, where they would be comparatively safe. ' He also sent 
all the Esquimaux, with their kyaks, out of the ship, and lqmred the 

A .  
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two remaining boats upon the floe. While so engaged, in the darkness 
of a11 arctic: night, in the midst of a fierce gale and driving snow-storm. 
the linivsers of the Polaris failed to liold her, arid she broke adrift from 
tlie floe, and in a few miuutes was out of sight of the party mho were a t  
tlint mouient busily at  work on the ice. 

It js tho uniform opiuion OS the ~i tnesses ,  and our unanimous conclu- 
sion from their testiuiony and from the circninstances detailed, that this 
separation of the ship from the meu, wo1ue11, and children upon the ice 
floe mas LJLlrdy accidental. 

After losing sight of the ship, some of the ineu and a large part ot 
tlie provibions were found to be afloat on a separate piece of ice. The 
me11 were rescued by means of the boats, which fortunately had been 
fieved 011 the ice, aucl the party thus collected on the  main floe passed 
the night as well as tliey could. 

The next day thcy made several attempts to reach the l m d  with tho 
boats, but f:iiled, i~otmithstatidiug their most persistent eff'orts, owing 
to the obstruction of tho ice aiid the violence of the mind. 

TVhile thus striving to get ou shore, but a t  what particular tiino of the 
clay is not exactlg ascert,aiued, the Polaris came in sight to the north- 
ward, appnrontly coming toward the floe, under steam and sails. An 
India-rubber bleuket was hoisted on an oar and displayed from the top 
of :I hunmock; tho colors mere set, and other signals were uiadc. to at- 
tract the atteiition of the I'olaris,'~~iid as she approached so near to 
them tllilt they plainly saw her down to her rail, arrd could distinguish 
her escape.pipe, and Bept on toward them until they supposed her to bo 
not more t h s u  four miles off, they felt sure she could forco lier wty 
through thc ice t o  their position, and that iu ;E little while they would 
be again on board. In  this they were disappointed ; the Polaris altered 
her coiirse and disappeared behind the shore. 

Solnu time afterward, as the floe drifted away, she was agaiu seen 
by some of the men under the land, with her sails furled, and apparently 
a t  ouchor, or inndo fast, to the shore or the ice. 

It is tnost likely that the party on the ice mas seen from the Polarfs. 
The liut erected on the floe, the Ship'S boats, the colors, the elevated sig- 
nal blanket, and the group of nineteen persons standing in relief against 
a, white background could scarcoly haye remained unnoticed. 

1t was uatural that, nndcr the circumstances, the partby on the ice 
should haw felt cieeplg disappointed a t  the fitilure of tlic ship to cotiie 
to their relief, and should, a t  the time, hare ascribed i t  to overctintion, 
if :lot indifference, ratlier than inability on the part of her respousible 
c o l ~ t ~ u c ' e r  ; neithe? is it unnattml that this feeling, fostered during 
the weary watclies of their long winter upon tlia ice, shoulci still remain 
to affect in a greater or less degree their present judginent on the sub- 
ject ; but it must not be forgotten that they, like ourselns, mere aiid are 
without full information of the actraal coiidition of the Polaris a t  tbe 
time Woken of; and cmnot know how far the real dangers of their posi- 
tiou were understood and appreciated by those on board of hur. Such 
informati011 and knowledge are absolutely necessary to a correct judg- 
ment, and must uot be assumed as  the foundation of cermure against 
persons actlug under circumstances so tryiug and uncertain, who, by 
xeason Of then' enforced absoncc, havo no opporfunity for oxplanation. 
ConsiderW the subject dispassionately, and reinembering that tho 
Polaris hac? been so roughly handled by the ice the night before that 
both captain and crow thought she would bo lost, aiid attempted the rc- 
mom1 of her provleions and materials to the floe; that when she Broke 
adrib and was swept off' by t h e  gale, her steam-pipes, valres, and con- 

' 
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nections were frozen solid, and that she was for hours without steam, 
unmanageable amid the floating ice ; that she was still leaking from her . 
broken stem, and had probably received other injuries after she weut 
adrift; and that she was left without a single boat of any kind, it seems 
most likely that her actual condition was such as to impose upon her 
commander the duty of getting her, with the lives and property which 
rernxined under his charge, a t  once into a position of safety under the 
shelter of Northumberland Island, where she was last seen by the party 
.on the floe. If  such were the state of the case, the first duty of Captain 

I Buddington, under such circumstances, was to look to his vessel, partic; 
ularly as he probably believed that the party on the ice could, by the 
aid ofthe two boats, the kyaks, and t h e  scow in their possession, find their 
way back to the Polaris quite as easily as he could force his way to 
them. 

But whatever might have been his opinion or theirs, the elements 
quickly determined the question. Shortly after the Polaris had been 
sighted for the second time a violent gale from the northeast sprung up, 
the weather became thick, the ship and the land were lost sight of, and 
the ice floe drifted away to the southward, with these nineteen persons 
still upon it. 

In view of the circumstances detailed, it is therefore our unanimous 
iudgment that this final separation from the sbip was also accidental. 

Prom October 16,1872, until April 1,1873, when they were picked up 
in latitude about 590 north, these nineteen men, women, and children 
remained through the whole of the d x k  and dreary winter upon the ice. 
In their first endeavors to reach the land, they occupied for a time 
c!iiEArent pieces of floating ice, buf, forced fin:i,lly to abandon all b o p  in 
this direction, theg rested a t  last upon the floe upon which the Polaris 
had made fast August 15, 1572, in latitude 800 a', and from which she 
broke adrift on the night of October 16 following. 

The original extent of this floe they estimated a t  about five miles in 
circumference. Snow huts were built by the Esquimaux, in which they 
lived and kept their provisions. Of this they had saved a fair supply, 
which they apportioned and divided by means of weights made from 
shot, with rude scales devised by Mr. Meyer. Occasionally during the 
winter the Esquimaux shot a seal, and once they killed a bear, and tlius 
renewed their supply of meat. 

On the 1st of April, fincling their icy quarters much reduced by the 
breaking up of the floe, and that. the current was then setting them to 
the southeast and out to sea, they launched their boat into open water 
tncl pulled t-oward the west, in order, iS possible, to gain the coast. A t  
times meeting ice too closely packed to get through, they mere compelled 
to haul the boat upon it, launching her again as soon as a lead opened 
to the westward or southward. In  this way they passed a month of 
weary and desperate endeavor. 

Toward the close of April their provisions were almost exliausted, 
and they were one dax absolutely reduced to less than a biscuit apiece 
and a mouthful OS pemmican, when a bear, scenting them on tho ice, ap- 
proached them and was shot, and they were thus rescued from starra- 
tion. 

Revived b~ this good fortune, and strengthened by their new supply 
of fresh meat, they struggled on till the last day of April, 1873, when 
they wcro rescued by the Tigress. A t  this time t h e j  bad the coast of 
Labrador in sight, distant about forty miles, and were hopiug to reach 
it before their provisions were exhausted. 

The circumstances of this most extraordinary voyage are glvm at 

' 

, 
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length by the witnesses, and are particularly detailed in the diaries that 
some of the rescued party made day by day upon the ice, and which are 
copied in the testimony. 

After their rescue, although eufeebled by scanty diet and long expos- 
ure? and mentally depressed by their isolated and unhappy situation, so 
fearfully prolonged and of such uncertain issue, tlie general health of 
these hardy voyagcrs remained good, and when their trials and ansie- 
ties were ended they soon regained their usual strength. 

A t  the tiuie of their separation from the Polaris every oue belonging 
to the expedition was in good health. Nineteen were upon the ice floe, 
and they believe that all the rest wcre safe and on board the ship. The 
Polaris hall not then repaired her broken stein, and still leaked some- 
what, but was easily freed by the cleclr-pumps. She had plenty of pro- 
visions, but not much coal-probably about enough to last through the 
winter. She was last seen, apparently at anchor, under Northumber- 
land Island, where it is most likely she remained for winter-quarters. 
Dr. Hays found Esquimaiix residing on. that island, and the Esqui- 
maux settlement a t  Notlik is close by. Communication with these peo- 
ple mould be easilx opened and maintained, and no apprehension for 
the Polaris, or, in the absence of accident or sickness, for those on 
board, is entertained by any of the rescued persons. 

As to the question mhether the ship cau i n a h  her way to the Danish 
settlements a t  Uperuavik or Disco without steam, if she gets free from 
the ice this season, supposing lier to be iu  as good condition as when the 
rescued party was lasl; on board, the witnesses c13er in judgment ; but 
the safer if not tho better opinion is that she will need assistance to 
bring her cornpletely and safely out. 

Northumberland Island is iu latitude 770 35' north. A well-found 
ship, w7ith average good fortune, would be able to reach that island in 
the summer? aud to return in the autumn.  It is possihle that the Po- 
laris mag be able to return without assistance; but as she rcmains 
within the arctic circle, not sound in her hull, with little fuel, an(I with 
many precious lives on board, and with the records aud collections of 
her cruise iii their possession, me are unanimously of the opinion thaz 
this possibility should uot bo assamcd, and that a suitable vessel should, 
as soon as possible, be procured and sent in search of her, to rerider her 
return as certain :ind speedy as may be. While a suitable ship, con- 
structed and fitted for voyages among the ice, is getting re:1cly, me 
believe it would be well to dispatch such nasal vessel as may be avail- 
able, to carry forward proper supplies of coal and provisions for the re- 
lief of the expedition, to inform the authorities of Greenlaud of the 
condition of affairs, to gather all possible information from them add 
from the Esquimaux of the coast, and, if possible, by ineans of the lat- 
ter to send sohe iutimations of speedy relief to tlie officers and crew of 
the ice- bound ship. 

From the testimony i t  appears that every possible opportunity mas 
embraced by the members of the scientific corps of the expedition to 
carr3 out the iustructious given, the only directiou in which there seems 
to have been a partial failure being in refiemice to the use of tho 1,110- 
tographic apparatus and the dredge. This, however, mas due to the 
nbsence Of suitable opportunities, or to soine insurmountable impedi- 
meiit at the time. While the records of the astronomical, 111eteoro1og.i- 
tal, inapetic, tidal, and other physical clepartinents of. tho esplorntion 
appear to l ~ v e  been extremely full, :iud the obsurvatlons in each ap- 
pear to h a w  been conducted according to approved methods, the col- 
lections of natural history are shown to have beeu not less exteusive, 

* 
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the store-rooms of the Polaris being filled with skins and skeletons of' 
musk-oxen, bears, and other mammals j different species of birds and their 
eggs ; nunierous marine inrertebrata j plants, both recent ancl fossil, 
minerals, k c .  Not the least interesting of these collections are speci- 
mens of driftwood picked up on or near the shores of Newman's aud 
Polaris Bays, ainong which Mr. Meyer thought he recognized distinctly 
the waluut, tlie ash, and the pine. Among the numerous facts that ap- 

1 pear to be sliomu by the testimony elicited 011 the examination, n-e rney 
I 'Inention as one of uiuoh interest that  tlia deviiltion of the needle 

amounted to 960, being less than at Port Foulke and Bensselaer Har- 
bor, as given by Idr. &ne and Dr. Hays. Auroras were frequent, but 
by no inenus brilliant, generally quite light, and consisting sometimes 
of one arch aud soinetimes of severill. Streamers mere quite rare. 
Only in oiie iustmce (in February, lS'i2) did the anrora appear of :t 
distinct, rosy red. This mas foreboded in the morning, from 8 to 10 
o'clock, by a very decided disturbance of the magnetic needle. Shoot- 
ing-stars were so constautlr seen that, although no special shower mas 
observed, it was scarcely possible ever to look at tlie star-lit sky with- 
out noticing them in one dirciction or another. The rise and Fall of the  
tides mere careftilly observed, the on?rage beirig about five and n half 
feet. The greatest depth of water noticed was about oue Ii~uldreil 
fathoms. Tbe existence of a constnnt current southward was noted by 
the expedition, its rapidity varying with the season and locnlihy. The 
winter ternpei-ature \vas found to be much milder than was expected, 
the iniuiiiiiiin beiug Cis0 belom zero in January, although Narch proved 
to be the coldest month. 

The prcvxiling winds were from the northeast, although there were 
occasionally violent tempests from the southwest. Light winds were 
notioed, llo~vever, from all points of the compass. Rain miis occasion- 
ally observed, olily ou the land, however, the precipitation presenting 
itself over the ice iu the form of snow. During tlie suuiiner the entire 
extent of both low lands and elevations are bare of botli snow ancl ice, 
exceptiiig patches here and tliere in the shade of tlie rocks. The soil, 
during this period, was covered with a more or less dense vegetation of 
moss, with which several arctic l~lants  were interspersed, sonic of them 
of cousitlerable beauty, but entirely without scent, aucl inany small mil- 
lows scarcely reaching the dignity of shrubs. The rocks noticed were 
of a schistose or slaty nature, and in some instances contained fossil 
plants, si)eciineus of which were collected. Distiuct evicleucc of former 
glaciers were seen iu  localities now bare of ice, these indications COIL- 
sisting in the occurrence of termiual and lateral moraiues. 

Animal life was found to aboniid, musk-oxen being shot a t  intervals 
throughout the winter, their food consisting of the moss and other vege- 
t;i,tion obtained during this seasoil by scrapiug oft' the snow with their 
hoofs. 

TVoIves, also bears, foxes, lemniiugs, and other mammals, were re- 
peatedlp observed. Geese, cIucI~s, nncl other water.fowls, including 
plorer i ind other ~~7ailii~g-bircls, abouiidcd clnring the siiininer, altliough 
t h e  species of land-birds mere cornparstirely few, including, however, as 
might haw been expected, large iiuiiibers of ptarmigan or snow-par- 
tridge. 30 uiention is made by the rescncd party of tlie O C C U F ~ ~ I ~ C O  of 
hawks aud owls. NQ fish mere seen, although the iiet and liiie mere 
frequently ealletl into play in the attempt to  obtaiu them. The waters, 
however, were fouucl filled to  an cxtraortliuary degree with marine in- 
1-ertebrata, iudiiding jelly-fish and shrimps. It was believed by tho 
party that the seals depend upon the latter for their principal subsist- 

I 
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ence, the seals themselves being very abiindant. Numerous insects 
\wre observed, also, especially sorerd species of bntterflies, specimens 
of which were collected ; also, flies and bees and insects of like char- 
acter. 

The geopaphical results of the expetlition, so far as they call iiow be 
ascert:iinctl from the testimony of Alessl-s. T ~ s o n ,  Meyer, aiid their 
colnratles, iuag be sumuied up briefly as  f o l l o ~ ~  : 

The opeu polar sea laid down by Kane anti Ilq-s is found to be in 
reality ;t soulid of considerable extent, forined by the somcw1i:tt abrupt 
es1)ausion of Keniiedy7s Channel to the northward, a i ~ d  broltei: by Lady 
I'lauBliu's Bay on the west, and ou tlie east by 21, large iulct or fiord, 
twcllty-two miles wide a t  the opening, and certaiuly estencliiig far iuland 
to tho southeast. I ts  leugth \T'~LS not ascertained, md Mr. Meyer 
thiulis that i t  limy be, in fact, ii strait extencling till i t  cominnnicntes 
wit11 the Francis Joseph Soiuid of the Geriuania aut1 1Tausn expedition, 
111ld with i t  defining the iiortlierri limits of' Qreenlaiid. Tliis iiilet was 
c:illed the Southerii Fiord. North of it, 011 the same side, is tlie iucleiita- 
tiou of the shore callcd Polaris Bay by Captain €hl l ,  wherc~ the Polaris 
wiutored in latitude S10 35' north. The northern point oE tliis bay was 
lia~ueil Cape Luptou. Its southern point is yet without a naiiie. 

Prom Oape Lupton the lmid trends to the northeast8, aut1 forms the 
eastern shore of B new cliauriel from twenty-five to  thirty miles wide, 
opening out of the sound above mentioued, to which Captain llall, as 
has alreatly been stated, gnvo the rime of 1Cobeson Striiifs. The west- 
ern shore of these straits, iiorLh of Grinnell's Limd, is also nauieless. 
Northeast of Cape Lupton, in latitude 810 57', is B deep inlet. which 
Captain IIall called Nemmau's Ihy ,  uaniing its uortlicmi 1)oiiit Capo 
Breroort? and its southern bluE Somner JIc~i~lla~i(l.  From (;ape Bre- 
roort the iiortheast trend of the laud coutinues to ltepulse liarbor, in 
latitude S!P 9' north-the highest northern positioii reached by land 
during this expedition. 

Proni DU elevation of 1,700 feet at ltepulse Harbor, on the east coast 
of Robesou Strait, the land continues northeast to the eud of those 
straits, and thence east aiid southeast till lost in tho distance, its \Tan- 
ishiiig point beariug south of east f i .01~  tho plnce of observation. 

No other land el as visible to  the Ilortlte:$st, but liwd WIS seen on the 
west cO:Lst, extencling nortlin-art1 a8 far as  t811e eye could reach, and ap- 
parently terminating in a lrratlland and near latitude S40 north. 

JIr. 3le;vei- also states thitti directly to the llortll he obserrecl, on a 
bright day, from the elevation meutioued, a line of light apparently 
circular in form, which was thought by other observers to  be land, but 
which he supposed to indicate open water. 

Besides ascertaining ilccarately the condition and extent of what TRS 
before supposed to be an open polar sea, discoveriiig the southern fiord 
to  the southeast and liobesods Straits to the nortli, with another wide 
expanse of water beyond it, and extendiog, by exainination and surrey,. 
the coast-liiie on the east up to  latitude 820 '3' north, and by observa- 
tioii sonle~\fh:tt further, proloi~giug the,west coast to the northaar& and 
roachillg with tlie Polaris, under steam, the high ltztlitude of Sgo 1G' 
north-% point far beyon(1 the limits of all previous n:tvigntion toward 
the i)ole--errors in the shore-line of tho west coast, as laid {own by Dr. 
Hays, a l l d  : % 1 ~  errors in tho shore-line of Greoulitnd, as laid down by 
Dr. Kaue, were observed and corrected. 

Of cour8e the full scientific results of the Polaris expedition cannot 
be kiio~v~l until that  vessel shall have been found and brought back 
wit11 thc t reasma she has gathered, axid tho records and details of her 



294 REPORT O F  THE SECRETARY O F  THE NAVY. 

arctic explorations. Bu’t enough is told by the witnesses whom me 
hare examined to excite expectation and encourage the hope of large 
and valuable additions to the domain of human knowledge. 

QEO. M. ROBESON, 

SPENCER F. BAIRD, 

WM. REYNOLDS, 

H. W. HOWGATE, 

Secretary of Navy. 

Assistant Secretary Smitlbsonian Institution. 

Coinmodore United States Navy. 

Acting Signal- Ofleer, United States Army. 

Copy of draft of Captain Hall’s dispatch. 

SIXTH SNOW-HOUSE ENCAMPMENT, CAPE BREVOORT, 
NORTH SIDE ENTRANCE TO NEWMAN’S BAY, 

(latitude 820 3/ north, longitude 610 20f west,) 
October 20, 1871. 

T O  THE HONORABLE SECRETARY O F  THE UNITED STATES NAVY, 
GEORGE M. ROBESON: 
Myself and party, consisting of Mr. Chester, first mate, my Esqui- 

maux Joe? and Greenland Esquiinauv Hans, left the ship in winter- 
quarters, Thank God Harbor, latitude 810 38’ north, longitude G 1 0  44‘ 
west, a t  meridiau of October 10, on a journey by two sledges, drawn 
by fourteen dogs, to discover, if possible, a feasible route inland for my  
sledge journey next spring to reach the nortli pole, purposing to adopt 
such a route, if found, better than a route over the old floes and hum- 
mocks of the strait, which I. hare denominated Robesou. Strait, after 
the honorable Secretary of’ the United States Navy. 

We arrived on the evening of October 17, haviug discovered a lake 
and a river on our wab j the latter, our route, a most serpentiue one, which 
led us on to this bay fifteen minutes distant from here, southward and 
eastward. Prom the top of .an iceberg, near the mouth of said river, 
\ve could see that this bag, which I have named after Rev. Dr. Newman, 
extended to the highland eastward and southward of that position about 
fifteen miles, making the extent of Newman’s Bay, from its heatllaiid or 
cape, full thirty miles. 

The south cape is a high, bold, and noble headland. I have named i t  
Sumner Deadland, after Hon. Charles Sumner, the orator and Uiiited 
States Senator; and the north Gape, Brevoort Cape, after J. Carson 
Brevoort, a strong friend to arctic discoveries. 

On arriving here we found the mouth of Newman’s Bay open water? 
‘having nutnerous seals in it, bobbing up their heads; this open mater 
making close both to Sumner Headland and Cape Brevoort, and the ice 
of Robeson Strait on the move, thus debarring all possible chance of ex- 
tending our journey on the ice up the strait. 

The mountainous land (none other about here) will not admit of our 
journeying further north, and as the time of our expected absence was 
understood to be for two weeks, me commence our return to-morrow 
morning. To-day we are stormbound to th i s  our  sixth encampment. 

From Cape Brevoort we can see land extending on the west side of 
the strait to the north 220 west, and distant about serenty miles, thus 
making land we discover as far as latitude 830 6/ north, 
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There is appearance of land further north, and extending more easterly 
than what I have just noted, but a peculiar dark nimbus cloud that con. 
stantly hangs over what seeins may be land prevents my making 8 full 
deterrniiiatiou. 

On Aiigust 30, the Polaris made her greatest northing, latitude 52O 
29’ north; but after several attempts to get her further north she became 
beset, when we were drifted down to about latitude 810 30/. When an 
openiug occurred we stexmed out of the pack and miids harbor Septem- 
ber 3, wliere the Polaris is. [Coriier of the manuscript here burned off.] 

Up to the t ime I and my party left the ship a11 hare been mell, and 
continue with high hopes of accoinplishiiig our great mission. 

We find this a iuucb warmer country than we expected, Prom Cape 
Alexander the mountains on either side of the Eennedy Channel and 
Robeson Strait we fouiid entire13 bare of snow and ice, with the excep- 
tion of a glacier thal; we saw covering about latitude SO0 30’ east side 
the strait, and extending east-northeast direction as far as can be seen 
from t h e  mountains by Polaris Bay. 

We have found that the country abounds with life, and seals, game, 
geese, clucks, musk-cattle, rabbits, wolves, foxes, bears, partridges, lem- 
miugs, &c. Our sealers have shot two seals in the open mater while 
a t  this encampment. Our long arctic night coinmenced October 13, 
having seeu oiiiy the upper limb of the sun above the glacier at meri- 
dian October 12. This dispatch to the Secretary of the Navy I finished 
this moment, 8.23 p. m,, haviug written it in ink in our snow-hut, the 
thermometer outside minus 70. Yesterday all dag tho thermometer mi- 
nus 20 to 230; that is, 300 minus to 230 minus Fahrenheit. 

Copy of dispatch placed in pillar, Brevoort Cape, October 21, 1871. 

Exa?nination conclucted at Waslbington, D. C., qf the party sejarated om 
tSe ice from tlie United fitates fitcaner Polaris expdition toward tlw 
nortl~pole, uizd picked up 011. the coast of Labrador and brought to 
tke United Btates ; with diaries 01. several nzcidkrs of tkc expedition. 

This afternoon, a t  4 o’dock, Hon. GEO. M. 1iOBESON, Secretary of the 
Nary, accompaniedby Admiral GOLDSBOROUGII, Commodore I~EPNOLDS, 
Prof. S. 3’. BAIRD, aud Captain HOWGATE, of the signal-service, as- 
sembled at the nary-yard, for the purpoue of takiug the statements ot 
Claptnin Tyson and other members of the rescued party from the 
steamer Polaris, brought from Saint John’s in the Frolic, Comuiauder 0. 
31. Schoonmaker. Commander Sohoonniaknr reported to the Secretary 
of t h e  Navy that he arrived .at, the navy-yard a t  a quarter past one 
o’clo~k to-day ; that he left Saint John’s on tlie morning of the 28th of 
May, at 4 O’cloclr. 

He said, in response to  iuqniry by the Secretary: 
We had a pleasant voyage, except that we encountered a gale after 

leaving St. Johu’s j the w i l d  was southwest, and me were ?.here we ex- 
pected to seo ice, so that, we had to  slow down, as the ship IS 11ot suited 
to coinbat ice. 

T~~.SECRETARY. You’have sent your report to the Department B 
aommancler SCHOONMAICER. Yes, sir. I.gavo i t  to Admiral Golds- 

borough. 1 found these people in charge ot the consulat saiut  John’s. 
I received them on tbe 27th of May. I liad no trouble with any of them. 
They are all well-behaved, orderly people; and all seem to be good 
men. Captain Tyson seems to bo very intelligent j I have seen him more 

WASHINGTON, n. C., Jzlne 5, 1873, 



296 REPORT O F  THE SECRETARY O F  THE NAVY. 

than any of the rest;  I have had him with me in the cabin. EP has 
made a w r y  favorable impression 011 me. The list, of the nieu on board 
the Frolic is in the hands of Admiral Goldsllorougli. 

Emnrinaiion of CcptcLiib Tyson. 

The SECEETARY said : Captain Tgson, T desire your ststeriieut about 
this voynge-all that you Bnom about it, and :dl that happened to yon 
on the ice; jour own statement, macle in your own way, inclividnslly 
and separately, not mixed u p  or colored with any outside suggestions; 
and for that mason I have seiit for you first, as the cliicf person of the 
expedition, ~ I I U O U ~  those who are liere. You are :tw;Lre, perhaps, that  
this subject lias attracted a great ( led of :tttentiori, and that there is a 
goad deal of interest in the expe‘dition, and in the persons who com- 
posed it, 011 tlie part of the Government mil the pnb!ic generally. It is 
proper, t,hercfore, that an investigation sbonld be kid, n hich mill de- 
velop a11 tlie facts as they occurred; tlint the Government mty  be 
rightly iufot*tuctl, i n  view of future action, :uid :~ll parties sntisfiecl. 

1: will : ihk yon :I few questions by may OS operiing ypur statement, but 
I prefer to have yon give a regular cletailecl account in your own way. 

Qizcstion. Your n;ime ? 

Question. Your home? 
Answr. 13rool;lyri, Xew Yorlr. 
Questioii. Your age, and bnsiness B 
hns\j7er. Forty-four, last December. 

A ~ S I Y V ~ .  G ~ o .  E. TSSOII. 

I hare li-ied in  Nc~v- London 
siiice 1833. 1 have been a mlialemau j have been a mister oil screrol 
cruises; of thck brig Georgiaiia, of tlie bark Orra Talt; t h ~  Ix~rlr Rn- 
telope; and schooner Erie? two vogages. I have iiiadc five w l ~ l i n g  
voyages as ninster. I ltave been in tlie whaling busipess siiice I was 
tmeiity-oil(>. These ressels hare been to Ciitnberland Sowid, Davis 
,Waits, miti tho Grc?enlancl Seas generally. Before I was on this expe- 
dition 0 1 1  the Pol:wis, I hat1 becu as h r  north its 740 30/, 1 thinlr. 

I \yns neter w r y  fatniliar with BitiXn’s Bay, but with tlic watcra to 
the smith of’ that  I was quite fiirnihar. Tho point to which I s:iilecl in 
my first voyage wis cnlled tho Devil’s Tlitunb, in lUclrille Bay. It 
is in Intitride 740 30’. I linem Oaptiiiii IIall before this cspeilition. I 
becalm acquainted with him in 1860, I tliinli. He came to New Londori 
to iuqnirc! i I h L i t  tlie north, :tiid there lie cnlled to see me. That was 
before his first voyage. I hare ltnomn him ever siuce. I Iiare not had 
a great c l c ~ d  of iiiterconrse, but 1 saw liiin in TIudson~s 13ay and in He- 
pulse Bay, :tnd sulq)lietl hiin with l)rovisions, in 1SG5, I tliink. That 
mas .i\.hen I was i i i  command of the Antelope. I supplied hiin. with 
provision” a t i d  a boat. Ue n w  then up at Wager Cay, at a placc 
called 1iousc’s Welcome, (on the map, Itoss’s Welcoine.) He was then 
tlterci, liviiig on slioro with tlio 1l;sqnin~;iux. I S:IW liiin iigciiii on my 
next \-OJ ::gv. I ciiiiie up JSuclFon’s Straits ,and metit up Cumber1:md 
Gulf or Critiibcd;:ucl M e t ,  and miutcred there, in 1867 or ISGY, I think. 
T End i t  tlillicnlt to bo accuwtc i i i  rcgyd to dates, mcl alii iiot certain. 
1 \vas then in the topsail schooner &le. I went u p  into l%epulsc Bay, 
anel thcw 1 saw Captaiu Dall again. 1 welit from New Loiitlon to RC- 
1)ulse Bay, i r k  IInClso~~~s Jhy, tli;~t is, ;It tlic head of‘ navigntiou. Captaiii 
Uall w s  hronglit ont iu the Ansel Gibes, two years after P saw hiin 
there, I tliiiili ; i t  must have beeu l S T 0  when he ca:ue honic. We were 
always fricutlly, but I did not see hiin again until the fall of 1870, after 
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Port Fonlke, but we discovered a passage close iuto the land, and we 
went along on the west side .of Smith’s Sound, somewhere off Cepe 
Hawks. We discorered a passage toward the land. It was pash ice. 
They called it solid, but it was pash. We followed the land in close, 
passing Carl Bitter. Bay, as it is laid down on the chart, but these points 
are all wrong on the chart, and then we stood across Kennedy’s Chan- 
nel. From abeut Cape George Back, about latitude Slo, me stood 
across, the ice leadiug us  off toward tho northeast, across Keuiiedy’s 
Channel. A t  this time I spent most of my time aloft, lT7e followed 
the ice from Cape Back across, and theii over to Cape Lieber, and were 
brought ap  in a fog about fifteen miles OE the land. I thiuk this was 
about the 28th of August, iu latitude 810 35/. After we were laid up a 
little while, we proceeded f‘mther to the northeast again, following the 
shore closely. 1Fenned~’s Channel here is not more than fourteen miles 
wide, in the neighborhood of Cape Coustitutiou. Then we went still 
farther north, up iuto what is now called ‘‘ Robeson’s Channel.” This 
channel commences bejTond what was forinerlg known as Kane’s Open 
Sea, but is now called 6‘  Polaris Bay.” Kennedy’s Chauuel opens into 
a bay, similar to Smith’s Sound, toward the northeast. The opeu 
Polar Sea, instead of being a sea, is notliiiig but this bay. We came 
up into what was known as Kane’s Open Polar Sea, and we discovered 
it to be a bay a t  the head of Kennedy’s Channel. Theland ou the east 
side teuds easterly ; the bay lies to the eastward of the channel. This 
Captaiu Hall named Polaris Bay. It is the same place that was seen 
by Morton, aud formerly called R a d s  Open Polar Sea. We crossed 
that bay. When off Cape Lieber we are in that bay. Knne thought 
he saw a. sea, but there is nothing but a bay there. . It is about forty- 
five miles wide ; the land is plain to be seen a t  all times wheu you get 
high enough; the land is high. We crossed thitt bay, and went nearly 
through another channel, similar to Kennedy’s Channel. It is about 
seventeen or eighteen miles wide. That is Robeson’s Channel, or Robe- 
son Straits. It was obstructed by heavy ice. We went nearly through 
it. This is the highest water cver sailed in. We went to latitude 820 16‘. 
Captniii Hall called it 820 28/, buttbe scientific folks in the winter called 
i t  580 16‘. That was after they had corrected the calculation. 

Question. Did you force your mag any Farther 0 
Answer. No, sir j there was no forcing of the way. We kept under 

the easterii shore. It was pretty foggy, and when we got pretty well 
through, i could see open water beyond, and the land lying as Sir to t h e  
north as I could see; OD the eastern side, I suppose it is B bay j I im- 
agined several times I could see land on both sided. That is one thing 
that makes me thiulr it is a bay j and the running of the ice is another 
reason. The working 
of the ice through the winter, too, led ine to thiuk there was a large and 
extensive bay beyond. Here we got beset with ice in Bobeson’s Ohan- 
nel, and were there several days, aud Captain Hall landed provisiol~s ou 
the ice oue day. 

Question. M7hg did he laud the provisions ? 
Answer. For fear the vessel might be crushed j and he wished some- 

thing on the ice to stand the party through the winter. We took i t  
aboard again tlie next day. We were drilting sonth\\’est, awl the 
wind was blowing northeast. We drifted out of Robesou7s Ohaunel 
back again, and Captain Hall steamed in under the laud, and came to 
anchor behind some bergs. The wiud and current drifted us;  we 00Uld 
not steam nor sail while in the ice. The wind blew a gale %om the 
northeast that took us out. After opening into Polaris Bay, the ohan- 

I was at the mast-head a great deal of the time. 
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ne1 wideus, giving a chalice of escape. W e  s t c u u w l  iu  uiicler the land 
and went into winter ynarters, aiid st:iid there. 1 thitil; it W:LS the 3cl 
(lay of Septcinber, IS71 ; L at~ i  not stire to a day. There i8 no otbcr pro- 
tectioii to a  hip there tlistu icebergs and Iieaq- jce thus grounded, and 
Captain Hall anchored his diip uutlor tbe protection of this berg and 
other gronndcd 1)ieces. The liest iiioriiiug he called the m:ite, Blr. 
C'llester, aucl Iuyself, to C O I I S I I ~ ~ ,  to see whether ~c should proccwd north 
or not. Oitr dc'cisiou was to 20 iiortli, h i t  i t  l l - i ls  orerriiled by C:q)- 
taiir IIudelingto1i. 

Qncstioit. Llow ? 
Ansffer. 11)- his ~118lieIice over (hpt;Liii IIrlll. 
($iicstion. Who wore ]wescnt a t  tlie cousultatiou ? 
~ u s j r e r .  Cnptiiin I-fall, Captiiiu l:iicldingtoii, Xr. Oliester, :~rrcl myself'. 

Baddington was opposed to goiug. north. 
Qucstiou. \\‘list reason di(1 lie gil e ?  
ausjwr. He said ve wonld iiercr get b w k  iip,:\iii j w 1i:id 110 busi- 

l less to go. 
Questioli. C'aptai~i Hall seiit for pm and tlicl mate? 
Answer. Yes, sir; ill thb cabiu. 1Iall aiid 13ac1di11gloii wwc tilere 

when Chester nnd I went, and the consnltatiou was vi th  lis four. Ohes- 
tcr auct I were for going iiorth ; 13iiddingtoii, for htaging. 

Question. ])id he lueaii to coiisalt J'OU about going 1101tli :Lt that 
time-in September 'P 

Answer. IIe asked what it vas best, to do;  hlioiild we go iBrthei* 
north Z Oiir decision was, yes, fiirthcr iioi-tli. !l'he iiorthea.st w i i d  hail 
opeuecl the ChRU1381, aud we could go, Captiiiu Iliiddiiigtoit, with nil 
oat[], said he wonld be damned iS she should iiiove from tlierc. Ke 
walked 0% and Captain Hall followed Iiim, :tnd they Iiacl soii~e couver- 
sation together. A few hours before t h y  had been tl~iultiug of land- 
ing YOUE prorisions; and Capt:dn Hall the11 catne to where we stood, 
and ordered 11s then to  la id  t h e  provisious. Of CotIrSe n.e s:titl uothillg 
more. 

Question. Then yo11 consiilercci tliat that coiirersa,tiou decided tile fact 
that the sh ip  should then aiitl thew be laid up for tlie winter? 

Answer. YFS, sir. 
Question. The channel m s  then opcii to the iiortlreast ? 
Answer. Xes, sir; as far as I coiild see. 
Question. T h a t  did Captaiii €Id1 say abont going uorth ? 
Aus~er .  He spoke to 111~~ in the afternooil ; and I said I shonld re- 

ceive uo credit, but it w ~ i i l d  be a great credit t o  him to go tjwo or three 
degrees farther. 

(&iestion. When consulting, did he esprnss his own opinion t 

QiieRtion. Did YOU land :1l1 the stores nu4 supplies'? 
A u s w ~ .  0, no, sir ; only a portion j just euongh so tlint in case t'he 

wmel should drift the party might lire. 
Qnestio11. a i d  yon deck over the ship @i 
Aiiswer. We housed her with canvas, and we staid there during 

the entire winter, until June. 1 mas away from the ship when she 
broke out j 1 do not know what day she broko out. We went into win- 
ter-quarters, I thiuk, on the 2d of September. Then me had a 
show-storin, and the ice formed inside of the bergs and hummocks, bnt 
it mas open. outside. The ice was weal; for a long time, and theu it 
hardeued up SO that we could walk upon it, TSTe lived on tho &ip en- 
t'iroly. We did sery little. We read aud wrote, bnt it was soon dark. 
The sun disaplwnretl 011 the 1 ith (lay of October, axid re-appeared 011 

AUSWW. KO, sir. 

19 n- 
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the 23th of F a b m a r ~ .  Thcre were one hundred and thirty-five 
days’ absence of the suu. After we had become settled in winter-quar- 
ters, Mr. Chester, Dr. Bessels, and the two natives went off hunting, 
and were gone two days. Tlie two Esquimaux, Joe and Bans, meut 
with them. On their return, Captilin Hall prepared to go on an expe- 
dition himself-a sledge expedition. This was in October. IIe started 
on the 10th of October; Mr. Chester merit with him, and tlie two 
natives, Chester and TIans, on one sled, and Captain Hall and Joe on 
another. 1\70 could distinguish day from night then ; we had several 
hours of light-about eight hours 011 the 10th of October ; no sun, but 
twi l igh t  ; quite light enough to see to work. They got off abdut one 
o’clock in the day, aud they returned a little a f m  one o’clock 
on tlie 34th of October; were gone ,just two weelis. I s:iw Cap- 
tain Ilell off when h e  went ; helped him os.  He went across the plains 
to the eastn-arcl. We lay in front of quite a large plain, and there mere 
high mountains on each side of it. He started to the eastward. Polaris 
Jhg is in latitude S l O  3S/, longitude GlO 44’ west. He went off in about 
;tu east-northwest direction, across tho plain. I saw him when he came 
back j I m e t  him on the shore. He wrut to SW-not as far as w e  hat1 
been with the ship-to what we called Newman’s Bay, a bay on the east 
side of Eobeson Uhannel. I talked with him when he came bmk;  I 
had a fern words when he was on the shore. He said he  was never bet- 
ter in his life ; he eqjoyed his sledge journey amazingl~, and wits going 
right off on another journey, and wished nie to go with him. He did 
not tell me anything about the particulars of his journey. I was at 
work outside, banking up the diip, putting a banking of snow-blocks 
np about ten feet thick, to keep away the cold and frost. I had been 
at work a t  i t  several dags when Captain Hall returned, and as soon as  
he wcnt 011 board I resumed illy work. It soon after c m e  on dark, aud 
I went on board. I heard he was sick about an hour after his itrrival j 
i cannot tdi who told nio. I  vent into the cabin, and he was lyiiig in 
his berth. He Eilid he felt sick at his stornitch. I asked if lie did not 
think an emetic would do him good. i said, if he was bilions, I thought 
an emetic wonlcl do good. 1Te said he thought he was bilious. He 
grew rapidly wors~,  and soon lsecaine clelirious. I do not tlriiilr i t  was 
24 hours before he becitlne delirious. He did not say anytliing about 
his symptoms excepting that he felt sick at his stomach ; tliat, was all 
the remark he made to me. Mr. Chester and 
Mr. l\lorton Tvatcliecl with him. At times Captain Hd1 would call me, 
and I woulcl sit and talk with him for Q time. He was delirions. 

Question. Did he eyer talk very ratioually after he was taken ill 7 
Answer. I think about the 3d of November, after he had been sick 

seven or eight dags, he got better ; he tallied rationally, and went to 
writiiig about his bminess. But he still appeared to be thinking on 
one subject; he thought some one was going to injure him; h e  was very 
suspicious ; he  sceined to think somebody was going to poison him. In  
his first delirium he accused about ever.vvbody ; but when he was up ant1 
appeared rational, he did not say anj-thing to me about it, but he was 
very particular what he took. 

Question. Did he choose who should watch with hiin B 
Answer. No, sir; he did not choose any one; they watched volun- 

tarily. J mas at work outsids, and did not know what mas going on in 
the ship except when I came on board. L I t  times he would iuriist on 
my coming there, and I went. 

Then he grew delirious. 

Question. Did lm accuse any one when you mere by B 
Answer. Pes, sir, almost everybody j and when I was absent he might 
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cut through the groiind. 
four inen. 1 thiuli we 
speut two days a t  it. There are seine acuouuts 111 the uewsppers of 
Uapt:iin Hall’s c:tlliiig 1)eo]1le into thc cebiu at‘tc:r he cime b:tcli froui the 
sledge jouritey, aiid encouraging thciu, i ~ i i d  sa) iiig wliat they were goiiig 
to do j but if lie called iiiiybody j u ,  i t  inlist l i a ~  u bee11 wlicii 1 wab: not 
presoiit. Tliis brings us 111) to his de:btli. The wiiitor wc passed was 
wretclied indeed. Captain Euddingtou assuined aouiiuaiid ;Lft,er that, 
in his way j ;~ud the winter passed over, and the s1)riiig c;iuie oii, and 
t1iei.e I\ as iiotliing done. 1 IC s w o i ~ ~  that ,  
nobody sl~oulcl do aii>-tliiiig; aud he licpt his I\ ord. 

Qiiestioii. IIow c:~iiie he to do i t ?  
Auswer. Tie swore to iue he would bc ilsniiiccl i f  an) body should do 

aiipthiug, but he allowed u s  to att.empt a11 cspeditioii with tho boats. 
I: told him,  when startiug the boats north, t h t  he liiiow very well thosu 
boats could uot do :inytliiug. That mas iu Jiiiic. We lay there iu;ictivo 
till the Sth of June, 1S72, when I stnrtcd. \Ye were iuactive in many 
respects, but we went liuutitig ; we killctl iiiusli-oxeu, mid oue bear was 
killctl, a i i t l  soiiie seals. The doetor collected quite a nuiubcr of speci- 
iiieiis j s~iite few eggs, birch, ducks, geese, plover, and gulls of different 
ldnds. 1 believe the  doctor made some photographs of the ship a t  she 
lay i i i  tlie ice, :tiid he was ubo~i t  ~uakiiig a photograph of Osptniu ITallk 
gr:i.\-c wl iw  we got under iwy. \Ye lay there inactive iintil Juuc. Thcn Z 
started ou tlie 8111 of Jiiue, and w:is told to see how liir 1 coiilcl penetrate 
vi th  a whale-boat. B1r. Chester had auother boat. There were two boats. 
Dr. Eessels was with uic, aiid Mr. Moyer with Chester, both of the scieit- 
tific departiiieiit. The crew were Peter Johnsou, William Nindemaiin, 
these two are liere itow ; the other oiic is on board the ship ;) IIcary 5 tobbeg. Angustus Linguist was another. IIe is 011 board tho sliip her(!. 

Mr. Chester started the day before I did. 1 had written orders froin Cap- 
tain Caddiugtou. I believe they were left in tho boat 1 went north with. 
I had to leave tlie boat in N e ~ m a n ~ s  Bay. Mr. Chester lost his boat on 
the 9th clay of June, and everything there was j~ her--orushed by tho 
ice. On the 10th daj- of Juue I started iiortli with miue alono, and got 
as far its Keiman’s Bay, in latitude 810 57‘. I startod from what is 
called Cape Lupton. There was a place there where we could get iuto 
the water, m h t w  t h e  ice sot from the land, aiid I follov~ed tho water up 
to n’enrmau’s Bay. The north cape of NC\\.ruitu’s Uax is in latitide 820 
1’; the center of it: as iiear as 1 could got a t  it, is S10 57’. The b a ~  irs 
four.or five miles wide. 1 reulained ul) thew until aloug in the ea8rly 
part of July. 1121.. Chester returuecl to tlie ship by the laud, with his 
crew. Thoti he took the cauvas boat, aud tried to reach the north with 
her, aucl got zip as far as I was, aud the ice would not perniit us to go  
any farther. 1 w i t c d  there until Captaiu Buddiugtou sent word, as l l r .  
Chester and souie of his crew were gone from the ship, to O O U I ~  back to 
the ship, and they said she was leaking w r y  bad, aut1 lie wished our 
help. 1 Jmilecl my boat ashore with great difficulty up ; ~ t  Newuim’s 
Bay, and walked overland to tho ship. B4r. Chester remained a iiuiiiber 
of days, with his boat, but finally hauled her ashore, aut1 retiiriiecl by 
land, lcii\*ing his boat there. Thc wha1e:boat and tBc canvas boat arc 
both there UOW, and the other whale-boat was crusiiecl. We lay wound 
the ship uutil w e  8tarted for home, doiug uothiug in pariiculiir. It was 
the 12th day of August when wc started. TIN Hhip \viis 1e:iltiiig somc 
in tho stem forward, but the leak \vas uot wrj- fierioiis. We did not 
make an)- attenilk to stop i t  a t  that tinic. We coiilcl l)uitip out in four 
minutes m e  hoiii’s I~iili:ige, x i i d  I\ 1: ~ ~ i ~ i i i ~ ~ ~ ~ d  Iier ( l n y y  11our. Tlw leali 

I liad a portiou of the crew mitli me, (111 
Mr. Chester, I think, helped iiic iii digging it. 

Nobody was allowccl to go. 
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ton had secreted some there, and he would go clown and take his nip. 
There was no liquor on board, except this alcohol, at that time. 

We drifted on until the night of the 16th of October, when it was 
blowing from the southwest. We had a great deal of provision on deck, 
placed there in casc of an emergency. The engineer came runniug up 
out of his room, and reported that thc vessel had sprung an additional 
leak. Captaiu Buddington cried out, ‘( Throw everything overboard.” 
As the vessel, by its motion, mould break away the ice and lose every- 
thing throwu down near it, I tried to get it out of the wag, and cried 
%out to stop s niomant zintil I eoiild remove the stuff. Some of the cre\v 
.came to help, aud cornuiencedluggingit away; but still much ran under 
the ship. It was a dark night, and I could scarcely see the stuff as it 
was on the ice or in tho water. We worked in that way three or four 
hours, perliaps, when the ice 011 the starboerd side let the shi.1) loose 
agaiu. We were at first tied to the floe of ice by hawsers, bu t  when tho 
piece on tlie starboard drifted away, slie righted from her bcsm-ends 
and brokcaway. I went on board just before she broke loose, and asked 
if the vessel w:is making any more mater than usual, and was told that 
slie was not. I fount1 that the engineer’s staterncut was a false alarm. 
The vessel mas strong, and no additional leal; had been made; but as 
the ice lifted lier up, the little water in the hold was thrown over, and it 
made a rush, mid he thought that a new leak had beeu sprung. Wheu 
I found she was iwkiug  no more water, I went on the ico to try to  s a w  
the provisions, if possible, and after B short tims tlic ship broko away in 
tho darkness, as 1 have clesr:ribed, and we lost sight of her in a moment. 
It was a terrible iiight; the wiud was blowing strong from the south- 
soutbenst ; it  was snowing, and fearfully dark ; the miiitl was very ~C:LVJ’, 
and the snow and sleet 1)rcreiitcd auy onc from looking to thc wind- 
ward. 

Question. How did you happen to  have all the Esquiinaus ou the ice? 
Answer. I cannot tell, of m y  own knowledge. They told me that 

Captain Buddington told them the ship was going to be lost, and they 
inust get out. They were not there when I first jumped oil tho ice ; 
after I had been thew a t  work a long time, T saw 8ome of them thore. 
I saw Joe’s wife and some of the children ; I did not lrnow vlio mero 
$here until after it became day-light. 

PIUUAY, JUIU (i, 1873. 
Examinatiou of CiiplLiin TYSON resumcd. 
The ship was off Gape Frazer \-vlien we were first beset in the ice on 

our return. We inacle several nrisuccessful attempts to go to the west- 
ward, bot could not get out of the large floe. That meam a large cake 
of ice that is solid. The floe that we were tied to was about five miles 
iu circumference ; we were tied with large liatwscrs ailti ice-anchors. 
That was done as soon :is i t  was ascertained that we could not get out ; 
and we drifted with the cake of ice. In  the latter part of August and 
the first of Septeniber our drift was very small ; the winds were mostly 
from the south; and we drifted froni o m  to five miles a day: Biuallg, 
when the north wiuds set in, we drifted tifteeii to twenty miles a clay. 
There was a constaut drift southward, no ruattrr which may the wind 
blew ; and IVVU drifted from the time we tied tip to tho ice in  August till 
the 15th day of October, wlieu this pressure occurred. Shortly aftCr 
we were beset, iiow ice formed aronnd on the otlicr side of the .vessel. 
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L t  formed several times and broke away several times, and formed 
again, The last time I should thiuk it becanie a foot thick, and the ice- 
floe on which we were becaue jammed between the bergs, and that 
separated tho youug ice from the old, leaving the outside of the ship 
exposed to auy ice that inigbt come along. Shortly after the new ice 
broke OK a large, heavy floe came in. We could do nothing, and of 
course the piece to which we were tied was stationary. If it had been 
outside iu a drift, there worild hare been no pressure; but being statiou- 
ary, aiid this floe coming up agiiiust it, caused tlie pressure. Then they 
got frightcued a t  the report; of the engineer, and there vas quite a 
pauic on board. The boat was lifted but a little, but it was tlieii that 
the thiiigs were thrown owrboard which had been placed on deck in 
case there was danger. There was pemmican, bread, :L barrel of pork, a 
barrel of molasses, rice, meal, and iuecliciues. This was on declc ready 
to  be thrown orcrboarci. There was a great quantity of periiuiican- 
tliat is, dried meat put up in enus of forty-five pouucls. I sulq-,ose there 
were three or four thonsaud poiincls, perhaps more. On this floe I hac1 
crectecl n house, with a smdl irame iiiade of poles. Oaptain Bndtling- 
ton mould iiot give mc any lumber out of the vessel. He wished m e  to 
get one np, so that if the ship shonld bs lost there might be a shelter, 
ant1 I uiatle i t  of hard-wood poles. I made it in Decenibar, arid over it 
I hac1 a caiiva8 covering. I wanted the house finished aud some 
provisions i n  it, so that, iii case of accident, the crew iniglit flee 
to  it froiu the ship, and have something to lire upon j bat it \vas 
not done. It w:w on tho inaiu floe to which we were anchored. 
When this alarm occitrredi a good <lea1 of this stnff' was thrown 
overboard and some lost ; in Fact, a great part of it ww lost. 
Provisions m d  ~!~crythir~gelse on the ic:o went adrift when tho  ice broke 
under us. When these things were t,hrown overboard, the ship was lift- 
i u g  and breaking the thiuner ice, and many thiugs mere lost. There 
was a portiou of the crew came out wheu I called for help j still, I wanted 
more help, and I called for it, and some more C B U I ~  out. It wns dark, 
aud I did not kuow how inay wero there. After I had been on the ice 
some time, I' saw IrTannah on the ice, as I lim-e siiid, and 1 saw Hans' 
wife aiid children. I did iiot lose sight of Uaniiah, because she was 
hard a t  work helpiiig us, arid hauling things from the ship. I do not 
reCOllect seeilrg Joe uor Hans ; I suppose they were gettiug their thiilgs 
out of the ship-their gens, ammunition, and one thing and another. 
There was cousidernble arnmuuit,ion on the ice ; that mas all that sarod 
Our lives. It was on the after-part of the deck, and mils tliromn over- 
board. This work went on from about 11dfpast 6 o7~l:10ck till 10, or 
'learlS 10, before the ship fiuaIIS broke away. The time seemed long, 
and ~ ' e  were \vorBing all the  time j we morlied till we could scarcolx 
stand. They were throwing over constantly to 11s. I thinlLit mas about 

I was at  work on the ice, dragging pF0- 
visions aw.W, when the pressure ceased from the starboard side, that IS, 
the 0Ppn side. I weut on board the vessel, and I S ~ W  Captain Budtling- 
ton the allCJ'-may, and I asked him what water tlie ship was maliing. 

replied7 no more than throug]~ the sunmer. I was uot Satisfied with 
trllat, but' tl1e.Y were pumping with tho lit,tle pnmp in tlie StLtrbomd allep 

; two of them were pumping7 and I saw that the p u l ~ p  sucked, 
:mi that she was easy ; bllt I 1l0 soo1iei- got 011 the ice than  1 he:ird 
il sn3pPingS. 1 called to Capt:bin Buddiugtoli, aud loped he would Cease 
throwing t b g s  over. we hac1 brit t\ro boats left ; those lind been low- 
ered on the ice ; we had four wherl n'e startrd, nncl o y  cauvas boat ; 
m e  was lost by MF. Chester in t~ie  ice I V I . I ~ I ~  he was t r p g  to get north, 

when the  ship broke awag. 

.. 
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and the otlier i Iiad breii obliged to leare ashore up at  Newinen's B:by. 
The caiims boat, xliich WLS good for uothiilg, WRS also left there, RO 
that there remaiuecl but two boats attached to t h e  ship j they w r e  t w o  
whale.bo:its, that would carry eight uieu easilj-; six is o bo;tt7s crew ; 
we could carry tmlve  on it piuch, i i i  sinooth water, quite easily. These 
boats were put on the ice (luring the pauic, while ne were throwing 
provisions over. They had the  oars aiid sails, aud evcqtbiug tliat be- 
longed to them in the boats, kept there habitiiallj, iu cme of :tccident. 
I told Captain 13addiuglon tliat tho ice mns cracking, mid asked if 
he would hnnl  the boats OII board. He orc:ered iiie to haul the provis- 
ioris Farther back from the ship, aud fhrther ou to the ice. I did so. I 
think i t  must hare beeu ne:vly 10 o'clock then ; I went 011 hauliug the 
stuff back, but it was uot more than fire or teii uiiuiites before the ice 
exploded iiuder oiir feet, aucl broke all to pieces. I t  broke fro111 the 
pressure betnreeu the bergs. I could not see theu, because it was  so dmli, 
but in the moriiirig I could see the reesoii. 1 kriem the ship iriust go 
adrift when I h e a d  the ice creckiug. I walked back to see where I 
had deposited sowe provisions, and ill returning toward t h e  ship the 
ice brolre iip nuder tlie pressure, carqiug some of' bhe iiieii adrift ou 
tlie smaller pieces, whom me got off afterwarcl. The ship moiit, off ill- 
stantly. We had the boets ; they mere across the lw t  crnck tha t  hac1 
beeu opeuecl. The chjldreu 1 found lying there ou soure sliitrs. I did 
iiot discover them till 1 was liauling the boats over ihrtlier 011 the ice, and 
there we1.e the ~ o i i u g  oues nuder the  skins. Tbey \vere 011 tlie musk-ox 
skins, a~itl lying right iLOrOSS n, crack in the icc. IC tflcy hi1d !lot been 011 
tile skins they wonlcl almost have gone throngh. I V c ~  took tlic chiltlren, 
and hauled tlieboats rn~ros~ou  to  the ~naiii piece,:md Icliclnotsec?aiiything 
inore of the ship that iiiglit. Tlie ice RC were 011 n 7 i w  nearly o circukrr 
piece, and about four miles iu  circiimf'erei~oe. I t  was riot square by anr  
~neaus. It was of ilitYerent thickness. Tliere were fresh-water lakes auil 
liilloclrs j places wliero t lie firesli-\vnter lillic?s had foriiietl in  tho sun1 tner, 
nuder tlic high parts oftht: iw. 1 snpl)ose ttint, 011 the mouucls or hills of 
the ice i t  might have been thirty feet thick, ant1 011 the flat parts perhaps 
not uiore tliaii fifteen or torr. It \vas iiot difficult to traverse at all ; it 
was rough. There were Iiillockw of siiow mid ice 011 it, from the thaw- 
i n g  of the previoiis suminer. A gieat deal 
of tlie stirface \vas si~ow. L do iiot suppose these lienvy floes are formed 
a t  sea, Imt are formetl oti thc? I)liltc;t11s nbove, 011 the declivities of the 
shore. Wheii foyinecl, t1ii.y slide OE into the 
water a i d  float : iw:t~- .  All this that L Ireve beeu ilescribiiig so far Iiap- 
pened in tlie C Z i ~ r l m ~ s ~ .  1 got sorite inc'ii off tho c;iltes of' ice in the (lark- 
iiess j I aannot reinemlictr now who they IWYP. WI: lauuched ;I boat ot-f the 
maiu piece of ice that  reiiiained firin, ant1 got theui off t h e  pieces 
that mere broltei~ l l i e  ice \vas rtiiiiiiiig wi'y quick, aiid we liad to do 
everything qniclilj- or not at all. We Ii;itl,  besides t h e  boats, the 
'4 clonliey,'7 or a little scow, on tlio ice. 1 had forgotteii to iiieii tioii that. 
I shoved tho whale-boat off. The meii n w e  distant thirtry or lorty prtls .  
I discovered meii with the other boat also, lii~uliiig her away from the 
water, for h ~ r  the ioe would break. Those men got off several men 
from the small pieces of ice, ant1 tlieu hauled the boiit up agaiu. There 
was nobody lost in all that time. I do uot think that allybody who 
was on the pieces was lost. Had it been so, these meu would have ro- 
ported it. 1 (lid not li~iorn ;Lt the time wlio aas 011 tlie ice. But alter- 
ward. I could  he;^ of 110~e. So that I do uot t h i ~ l i  auybody was 
lost; I: think that all tlie otlier people not with me on the ice are on tho 
ship. Aftei* getting tlie crew 011 the ice, inost ol'theiu rolled theniselves 

Tlie stirface w a s  all fresh. 

Tliej- eauuot forin a t  sea. 





and she was lying head to the wind. The wiud must have been 
off t h e  land i u  the bay. I supposed she was tied up to the bay- 
ice,.which I could see with the glass. My piece of ice corninenced 
drifting just before I saw the vessel; aiicl we drifted southward. I told 
the crew that I did not feel right about the vessel not coming for us. 
I tokl tliern we must  endeavor to get to  the other side of the floe, and 
reach the laud, perhaps loyer do\m tliaii the vessel was, nud 1 would 
eventually reach her. I told tlieu to prepare the boats. 1 threwerery- 
thing else away except a little provisions, eiiough to Inst two'or three 
days. 1 told them I \vould run across the ice and see if there was an 
opportunity to take the water, and so reach the laud. 1 rut1 across a s  
quick as I could. I \\ras rery tircd, and had nothiof; to eat. I Sii\V them 
was an opportunity to go through. Tlie sinall ice did not get in fast 
enough to prevent lily getting across. In these gales the ice runs very 
quick, and yon are liable to be frozen up a t  auy iiiomeut. I hurrietl 
back to  the boats; I told tlieiii we xuust start. There \vas a great 
cleat of murmuring. They iiisisted upon car- 
ryiug everythiug., and much trash that they did not wish to losc. The 
consequence was, there had bceii no discipline. They loacled one boat 
full. I saw I could save but o w  boat. 1 ordered the natives to follow 
me  across the floe. I hacl not gone more thin1 two hundred yards before 
a hurricsne burst upon me. I got across the ice; but wheu 1 got there I 
saw the natives hacl not followed me. Whether theythought too much of 
their propertr or mere afraid of' the storm, I do not liuom, but the cook 
was with me, and he ran back to wherc tho natives were. 0110 or two 
niurmured about getting in the boat; but I would have shored off' as 
long as I liad strength, but when I looked for tlie oars there were only 
three, arid there w;is no rudder. I had told thorn to  prepare the boat, 
but in t h e  conEusion I did not take notice of that, and when I got there 
I saw there were only three oars. It iiiny have been negligence on mj- 
park j I did iiot probably think so a t  t h e  time. I told the men to pre. 
pare the boat j to hare all in her--oars, rudder, and sails; then I found 
they were all in confusion ; they did not wish to go. Possibly I coultl 
iiot have reached the land had I been fully equipped, as the wiud was 
blowing furiously. But I should have attempted it if 1 hacl had the 
oars aud inen to assist me ; but I had only three oars, and we wcre blown 
back like a feather. I was thus compelled to haul the boat back on the 
ice again. I wanted to do so, but the mcn were exhausted, and I could 
not blame them for not working. The night was coming on, aud I had 
to leave the boat with newly ewrything in her. 1 left tlie canned meat, 
some clothing, and what little other stuff thoro mas in her. I meut back, 
and put up a little canvas tent. I t  suomed heavy, but in the inoriiing 
it melted, and I could see tho land. I was then souie thirty to thirty- 
fire miles from tho ship. I could see where the ship was, and all that 
there was between me and the ressel. There was the boat and six bags 
of bread on the other piece of ice. I called the crew to get it, but thex 
could not do it; they+ were afraid to do it. 1 had to  let it  go. 1 had 1 1 0  
way of enforoiug niy commands, I did the best I could, but 1 was ail 
alone. The 
crew \vem all 011 the other piece, and I called on them to assist me in 
saving t he  pro\-isious aucl bread that, was on t i in  other l)iece, but I could 
uot get them to do i t ;  I had to let i t  go. We drifted away 011 the sinall 
piece, from the large piece which had tlie eix bags of bread. I lost siglit 
of it. h u  soon as the weather would permit, 1 told the uatires they 
must  minueuce sealiag ; we must have something to eat. We shot three 
seals one day. The separate floe that we were on was, perhaps, one hun- 

I insisted upon going. 

We drifted away from that piece over to the southwest. 



ilred aid fifty yards across caoh may. After we got the three seals, the 
weather c:~me in bad agaiu. I had lost wy compass; it was iu the other 
boat. I supposed the wiud to be sonthwest. The weahher continued 
bad several days; but when it cleared I was mithiu about six miles of 
the east shore, I ssnpposeci. But the ice was very \rcalc between us and 
the Iand ; i t  was the new ice ; I conlcl iiot walk 011 it. I was waiting for 
the ice to get firmor, whoxi, o m  morning, Joe, spyiiig aroiind, SAW the end 
of the boat on the sttme floe we had lost. He called me and I s a w  tho boat. 
It was about twelve 07d:10~$ iu the day, and wo had uot had our break- 
fast. We started over for the boat, and brought it back, and so got all 
together again. We put tho bread iiito the boat. I had SOLUO dogs 
\yith me J five or six canie over to me froin the l h c c  of ice. When I 
say ('me;' I m~ni i  my party. \Ye got the bread i u t o  the boat, and at- 
tached the dogs to tho boat, and dragged it and a11 tlie things that were 
tbere over to t,hc other piece of ice thibt \I c w r e  cucampctl upon. Thoro 
we sa,ved i t  all. We 11ad a11 togctlicr again. I now concluded it was 
iuy dnty to re:tcli t h o  shore :is sooii as the icc 1\70nld lwmit-as so011 as 
it \vas firm enoiigh. It was very rough. 1 Iiad 110 sledge, so I must 
\vork a t  a iIisadventagc. 1 c1id not diiro abandon ally provis101is7 for 
ibar \TO iievor should sec tho vessel again. A s  soonas the ice got strong 
enough, so that I thought it woukl support the boats, I loaded them, and 
:attached the clogs to the bwts, aud dragged thein one at a time. NOW, 
t,he hrge piece OS ice lay about half-way to the shore j between it m d  the 
m a l l  piece we \TWO 011. There was 110 sun then, but i t  was light about 
six hoars iu a day. We dragged the boat over to  the floe, :bud then 
went back and got the second one. IVe stili had two L-yaks there. 
The natives got them out ou the ice. Tiley will tell you, perlial~s, holy 
it was that, when Captain Buddington hurried them out of the vessel, 
they got their thiugs out. We then had the priucipaI articles ou the 
heavy floe. It \vas then dark, and we could do 110 more. The lielit 
morning the miud w a s  northeast, aud \TO were drifting off rapidly. 1 

save the little stuff there was on the  other floe. 1 wish@ thew to do 
it, but I could not get tlioin to do it., J o e  went over on foot, and got 
some of the stufl; aud tben two of the ineu ventured across and saved 
the liyak. Oiic of them was tho iiegro cook and tho other Willjatlu 
Xncleluauu. 13'0 clriftcd off in the dwkness, and I could n o t m e  anj 
thing mom for a nwuber ot d : t p  It \vas darliness and storm all. 
through the mouth pf November, 1 believe. The first land I saw was 
J a n ~ w y  19. wc n"urc now a11 ou t ~ ~ c  B : ~ C  original piocc of ice to 
mhicll the ship IJ~LCI beoil tic(1. It wax still a large. piece, sild oiily one 
C O P ~ W  h:ld beeii ~Iipped off-still four or five miles in circumfereucc. I 
J ~ R C ~  the11 re cove re^ illy compass, and we uiac~e snow-hoiises 011 tllo I C ~ .  
'Ire Iiacl lost sigllt of Northumberland Island, and could not tall how 
*'iwt \ye drifted. I t  was a,~l night then, and dsrliness. 

Question- nom dit1 you live on the ice T 
Answer. ITTO built O L I ~  snow-huts. TT7c W R ~ C  compelled to build them 

in the \+'e all assisted. Joe sawed out tho blocks. WcrO 
They ape Sawed Out 

with s a m  ' h y  are sqn;tre blooks, ai>ont two alld a half feet by oighttm 
t o  tlvoutY iuches thiol<. \\re Isi(1 then1 just  as you WOLM ! ~ h k ~  of 
ston0 in liyjiiig a wall. yho brits bnilt bec-1iivc shaped, with a hole 
hrge e~lough to crew1 illto them st tho  bottorn. They were a little 
more t11:ill six fwt Iiigh iuside. yhere \VAS one hut for the ; thure 
T V C I ' ~  llill0 O f t h O l r i  iu OLIO Ilut;  TJan$ ftbmily \vera in another; m d  Joe, 
Ilannnll ,  Ilicir cliiltl, ::u(l lllssclf ill  another ; and thoro \WS anotlier hut 

callod t h e  C ~ C W  together. I Wanted tbtn tao S ~ V C  the k y a k ~ ,  and t o  

' 

Of hard-l)~~Clicd snow, packed by tho wind. 
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for the store-house. Mr. Meyers lived wit11 the men. I c m  scarcely tell 
you bow we lived in those huts. We all got in. We had a few musk. 
ox skins. We got the old caiivas from the old tent, and laid that for Z L  
flooring j then laid a UI usk-ox skin over that j ant1 theu we had a skin 
over us. We lind two la~iterns ; we burned tliem for light. We made 
them from old tin pemmican-cans. We made our driukiug-vessels of 
those old meat cans, and we made our Esquimaux limps of the tin 
pemmican-cans. An Esqriimanx lam() is composed of stone generally. 
They burn oil. It is in the form of a shallow dish, and the wickiug is 
laid on arouud the edge. The dish is filled with seal-oil, and has Z L  little 
micking arourid the edge, which is lighted. The Esquimaux use moss 
For miclring. This malm Z L  flame of about the height of that of a corn- 
noli l imp.  The wicli., restiug on the edge of the lamp and partially in 
the oil, drams up the oil as i t  burns by the heat. We had no moss, and 
80 we got the canvas, and cut that up for wick. The men did not bum 
any at first, but we burned one in our hut. They did not waut  ally ?or 
heat, as there were so mariy of them in the hut ;  and, besides, they did 
iiot'kuom how to burn one. They cut up one boat to burn €or heatiug 
water. After they had consumed the boat, they had to come to the 
Iamp. They mere taught how to use it, and got itloiig very well with i t  
when we got sufficient oil for them. We Iiad eleveii and 8 half bags 
of' bread, fourteen cans of pemmican, weighing forty-five pounds apiece. 
It is concentrated meat, eaten in the forui of soup generally, souietitnes 
jus t  as it is in the cans, being already cooked, a i d  sometimes it is 
warriied up  simply. We hitd fourteen hains, probably weigliing uiue or 
ten pounds apiece; they were small ones. \Ve had tori dozen cans of 
meats and soups, oue mil two poixiid caus j one can oE dried apples, 
weighing twenty-two ~)ouucls; :uld :&bout twenty pounds of chocolate 
:+nd sugar mixed together, We had cliocolibte about four times, when 
some of them got iuto the store-house, ai ic l  ate it  all up. That is all. 
The provisions were kept iu the store-home, :ml served out by weight. 
Mr, Meyer got up  some weights from shot, aiiil it was weighed out. 
The daily consumption for each person was eleven oiinces. 1 established 
that ration. There was much Furinuring about it, but we had to come 
lower than that afterward; I established eleven ounces of bread and 
peiqmican. Oocnsionally we would change, aud, instead of 1ienitiiican, 
we n~oiild take ham. Bot the nieu bore i t  well, coiisidering, though 
there was a great deal of murinuriug a t  first. The change was SO sud- 
den that it weakened them all down. I was so weak myself at first that 
I staggered as I walked, uutil 1 got accustomed td it. I came nil aiter- 
ward. But the men bore it very well after we got accustomctl to it. 
They were late in seeing the reason of it. 

I endeavored to maintain the discipline of the 1)iZrty :ts well 
as E could; but there was little or nothing that coiild be called disci- 
pline. Every nian was armed with pistols but myself ; I was on tlie ice 
without aiiything, and they did as they pleased. I could merely advise 
them. They had been under no discipliue on the ship, and 011 t'he ice it 
was 110 place to establish tliscipline without assistance. If I had at- 
tempted to do it by force, I could have made an example of one of them ; 
but why should I I They worc all leagued together. I c?udenvorcd to 
preserve discipline, but I could only do i t  by :ulvicc, and doing the best 
I could for all of 11s. 

Question. Did thex get better afterward ? 
Answer, They got redly 110 worse. They h;td ~nmiy p h i s  of their 

own, concocted during the winter, but they did not know how to  carry 
thein ont, and SO it a l l  cnileil right ; they all had to come eventnally to 
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April, aacl, perlralis, till the middle of May. I had laid in that 
stock hi hopes we conld cling to the piece of ice until conic1 
reach l~abraclor. Ciit we niem driven off; 011 the first day of April me 
lcft 1,liat piece. 1 tried to carry a portioii of tlie meat. l\Te hac1 re- 
paired tlic boat, and tried to carry oft'the incat. 1 repnirecl i t  by put- 
ting sonie copper :ind seal-skins over tlie hnll. !I'liis boat is now a t  Bxx 
ltobcrts, Newtoiinclland. I found we must get to the pacli-ice for pro- 
tection-the ice t h a t  driits along tlie west coast in a solid paclr. Onr 
picce was off to sea. So I took the boat and :dl t be  g(w I could carry, 
arms, and a portion of tlie meat. EutI bcforc we got to the pack, tliercl 
was :I, little sea on, antl I hat1 to tliroiv the meat overboartl. That disa- 
bled ]ne again, but I got to the pnok tlie secoiicl day, with all tlie men, 
won~en, and chililren. I stopped the first day, and hanled the boat up, 
and ligliteiied the boat, tliroming over orergthing \ve coiilil well spare, 
: ~ n c ~  the next morning launched again, and went toward tlie west. Tht: 
next night Z liauled np algain. I got n little way into the pack in on(. 
(lay, aiicl tho next day a little farther. It was blowing heavy, and we 
were finally stopped, and limlcd up on a large, heavy piece. The ice 
closcd in aroiind us, aiid the gale fimnshetl the ice all about into pirces, 
and broke the piece on which we were up into a sinall piece, conipnra- 
tively. Tho otlior ice around 11s was sinaslietl. We had a little bread 
left and few cans of pemmican. Being witliont meat, :~nd  not aide to 
get any seals, me had to live 011 the pmrnican awl bread wliicli we had. 
\Ve time clown to as sinall a quantity as we could live upoii, and lircd 
in this may sevornl days. We were still on the piece of ice we Iiad got 
on to .nihen we got iiito the 11acli. I thinli i t  was then, on the 20th of 
A\pril, that  a heavy sea drove in and waslied 11s nearly off'. We stootl 
by tlie boat, the sen breaking, orer us, aiitl washing largo pieces of ice 
:moss our piece. MTe mere 111 this condition, clinging to the boat, all 
Iriglit. In the morning we laiuichecl 
OIW boat, :iiid got on to another piece of ice that was ritiiiig inore easily 
in  t h  sva. It, was :I f'earfiil night j we w r e  all wet througli, and were* 
newr thoi~o~iglily dry a:'terward until we were liiclied lip. After we got 
on to t h e  last piece of ice we rode tlie gale out, but h:id scarce13 nuy- 
Iiing to ext. I myself, on tlie 231 d:%y of April, a,to n piece of dried 

seal-&in j ant1 the next day I slioul~l hnve C ; L I ~ I ~  the l<Jali. We had 
with 1112; now oiie bo:tt arid the 1;ynl;. The Irysk hac1 :L string to it, ant1 
we Ilauletl it from tlic otlier piece of iccl. The liyali is nnw 011 board thc 
Frolic. Wc rode the gale ont on that piece, and w e  were nearly star\7etl. 
We had two biscuits, ten to tlie pmncl, a day, a i d  a little peminican. 
0 1 1  tho 2Yt l  day of' April ~o liad nothjng left but the liyd< antl sonic 
dried seal-slrins. That niglit a bear came along, and wo shot hiin. Wo 
saw him a t  a distaiice, and all hands lay Cio\~.~i upon the ice ; xiid the 
b c w ,  supposing we were senls, CBIUO close by. \Ve had 110 guns but 
tliosc of Hans anti Joe j and 1Tans antl !Joe both shot hini. WU boiind a 
line to liiin and 11:~nled liiin on to the ice, and cnt him up, having a hearty 
meal. IVe ate tjho meat raw j the b1iibI)or was very poor, antl we coiild 
not cook with it ; we nsed often to make fire ior cooking with the fat of 
animals \w l~illcd, and 80 coo1;ed j butl tliitl was too poor. A few days 
after this we got into the water again j that is, we launchecl the boat ; 
the ice opcncd. As we went on w e  fouiid seals-piclred up quite a num- 
ber on t h e  ice j we tool< what we could carry, a d  kept on in t h a t  way 
uutil we wer0 picked up. When picked up we had three largo begs OS 
lie;~l-tr~ci~tielltrails and skins. We tiever wasted anytiling n hon we shot 
an animal. We were picked up on the litst day of April, on 8 small 
piece of ic*e j i t  mas 5 o'clock in the morning. The d:iy before we saw 

l:13p0~~r 01.' ?II]< t,l:c!nicTAI:Y 01.' '1'1115 S A V T .  

T ~ I G  cbildren n-ere in the  boat. 
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t w o  ressels; one was close to 11s. We fired and shouted to them, and 
set colors. We hoard their guns, but heard after we arrived at Saint 
John’s they were shooting seals, and did not see us. The ship was the 
Eagle, I believe. The next night I kept fires burning all night-fires of 
blubber. I had three fires, a i d  they made 8 blaze two feet lligll j I vas 
in hopes seine of the ships would see it ; but it came 111) foggy, and no- 
body saw it,. About ti o‘clock in the inoriiing the Tigress came al011g iu 
the fog ; we fired giius and set up colors. They heard notlling, but tlley 
S:~W the colors. I ordered Hans to launch tlie kyal;. Uo did so, and 
kept on and paddled up alongside the steamer. He suug out in his 
broken English, “American steamer.” Tho Tigress steamed up to  our 
piece, and took us off a t  5 o’clock in the morning. We had hard tinkc 
on the ice when we left our original floe. At night wo slept in tlm boat, 
half lying down at a time, tho other half reinaining ou tho ice, keeping 
R look out. I liad no difficulty with 
the Inen a t  ally time, but had, at times, came of difficulty, but I 
said little, muci got on as well a8 1 could, for 1 knew that me could 
neTrer bo saved uuless all stood together; that  the nlolneut we 
conimenced quarreling, our lives would he in clnnger. One day in 
the winter one of tho men threeteued me; lmt he found he was 
not the mau that he thongbt he \vas, :igd left. Ue cm1o into tho hut 
one day, and used abusive 1:tnguage about some pemmica!i, and about 
some of the provisions. It wns about the distribution ot it. Fiiially 
bo said he could give me a tlirashing; but lie weut oJX He left the 
hut r c  ry siiddenly, and cizme back and ;lpologized. lVhen the Tigress 
rescued us die was lookiug for seals; it W:IS her sccoucl trip this season. 
She had eight or twelve thouwnnd 011 boarrl. The captain usecl m e  very 
Bindly. Re kopt on seitlirrgfor some days, but finally conclnderl to clear 
111) for home. He killed six hundred .just before hc started for home ; 
but he collld not get his Rhip up to l,liom t1lat ]light, solno other 
.;.esse1 gob UP there and took most qf tho seals, so t h a t  ill the morning, 
~ h e u  his ship got there, t h y  found only two liuuc1red seventy ant 
Of the six hiuidred. IIe went into Bay Roberts, a n d  there lautlod solnc 
of his cww and most of his boats, and stnrtecl for Saint John’s. ani1 
got there the 19th (lay of 1Iag. lYo were tmclve days on board the 
steilmcr.. Slie was a Nemfonudlaucl steamer, and was under English 
COIOrS. whcu Haus said ‘‘ Ainericau stenunor,l’ he metint that an Ameri- 
can steamer hnd been lost. 1Ie IWS trging to tell them wl~cre he came 
from . 

Question. It was stated in tlw papers that the scientific records of 
party were ou the ice when 3011 were soparated froin tlie L>oIaris 9 

*nsnw. Mr. B1eyers’s recoi~ls a ~ ~ d  those of Mr. Bryan mere on the 
ice* Mr. 31eyers hac1 tliein a11 in one c:iso togntlier, anci 110 lost tliem j 
11ow, I (10 not kI]O]V. 

Question. Did you keep any diary 9 
*1lsw?r- I cotnrnenued one after we weiit into winter quarters, but it 

on board the Polaris. I had nothing on tlieico. I tllrow overbward 
;I had two shirts in it, and two pair of clrawers, and four pair 
of 5toc1~lWsm I found 
t k m  a*JoW the clothes-bags after we got adrift. 1 did not k l J O W  the 
bag was there for several days, but 011 loolcing over the ba’gs I found 
lniuo tbero, I 
think Some have diaries that they kept 011 the ice. I think h h .  Xeyers 
has, and the steward, John Heron, may have. He is ICiiglish. The 
cook mas William Jaokson. EO is a mulatto. Tho htitriclo whore me 
were piclcecl. L I ~  was s;biil $0 IJe 530 no‘, ~on~it;iic~e about 557-off t h e  

We all had to do what we coulcl. 

That was all of my gear that I had on t h e  ice. 

I changed my clotllillg 0110~ in six and 8 half months. 
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Wolf lslands. 1 saw the 1:utd t l ~ e t ~ .  I tliiiik it wils abont thirty-five 
or forty miles off. 

Question. Do ;\-ou think J ~ I  could Iiave got ashore ! 
Answer. I had got someLhiug to eat theu ; 1 do iiot know ~ v h y  we 

could not h a w  got ashore; I lracl imdc more than that distance before 
in  the boat. If the  ice hiid openod 1 should haw gone ashore. The 

Is arc iiiiiu1i:ibitrd j Iint in bey the Wolf Islands there is Bntt'le 
or, iiiid in the straits there :i ie iuhebitants, but noiie 011 \Volf 

Islauds. 
Question. 1 )it1 2iiiythiiig i~eli>:~rk:hle happen while go11 W C ~ O  iit l)isco, 

;iiicl was tliere aiiy clifiliiculty with any of the oiticers or crew ? 
Ruswer. Xotliing very remarliable, sir. The most rernarlra,ble thing 

o i i  board 1 kiiow of was the conduct of the sailing-master, Oaptain .End- 
dington ; I don't like iiiucli to speak of it, sir, but if I milst tell a11 I 
1;now and thonglit, I must say that lie was :t (1isorg;iuizer froni the very 
comineiiceineii t. 

Question. 1 3 0 ~ .  do yon ~ I C : L I I  j how did he disorgauizef 
an sac^. lis :issociating himself' with tho orem, ant1 slaiidclriiig his 

Question. Let LIS 1.Lve the n.liole of' it. 
h s w e r .  \Tell. sir, he assogiatecl Iiiinsclf wit11 the crew very inuch 

cursing liis coiii~iiaiitler, and b l i l ~ l i ~ g  liiui, ~ I I I ~  ~ l ~ i t l i i ~ i f i  slightingly of 
him. 

Qucstiou. \Vas i t  C2tptaiii 11;ilI of w l i o i u  I i u  so slwlie ? 
A~is\ver. Yes, sir. 
Question. 111 what way, ~ ) i ~ r t i ~ u l a r l ~ *  ? 
Answer. In his own way ; 1 could not describe it to  you. 
Questiou. What seemed to be his ground of complaint, if :my "! 
Answer. lTis ground of complaint was, that  tho captain was not a sea- 

On the most frivolous things he would be atuong the crew and 

Question.  as he insubordinata'to the captain in any way t 
Answer. 0, no, sir; he wTas rcry suborc1in:tto to the captain in his 

Qnestioit. Au~tliing olse 4 
Answer, Sothiiig more, ill ~ ) i ~ t i ~ i ~ l ~  ; lie was iiiuljiiotl t,o t i t la pro- 

Questioi~. \\'as Captain Hall aware that he was acting iii this i v a j  ? 
Riisn-er. 1 sirp1)ose'he was. 
Question. J)id Captain Hall Iinvc aiiy partictiliir tlitlicillty with him 

Auswcr. Just as mc were l ea~ ing  Saint c J o l ~ ~ i 7 ~ ,  110 had n diificnlty with 

Qiwstiou. \\'hat about Y 
Aitswer. 1 (lid not see i t  j as 11euly as l~could uscertain, it mas about 

drawing the btitple of one of tlJe Ioclicrs thitt contained some provisions. 
1 do iiot nicaii liquor; it mas solnetliiug to eat. 1 forget what i t  was, 
whetlier i t  wnfi sugar or milk, or v$at. 

Question. 'l!liat was the first clificulty you knew of'! 
&is\vcr. ?'hi11, \Viis tlie first .words I kliuw of his hinhg' wild1 Ca~taiu  

Cnddingtoli. 
Qiiestion. \ \-we j-ou preseiit at the courwrsation ? 
Ans\\-er. No, Sir; I heard it from Captain Buddiuytou himself. I 

~ u p p o ~ e  I mar iis wcll yay liow 1 c a m  to hear it. He came out on deck, 
cursiug :is usual, and said it; was likely he would go home at IXsco ; 
but hc bcIic\,ed so~nothing wonld hnppen to get him orit of i t ;  he ~ i w e r  

cotiimaucler, :uid iii other ways tliat i niiglit mention. 

man. 
complainiug of Captain Hall. 

prcr;euce. 

visions, sir, ;i i icl  privately corisuino thm. 

or.anybody u1m oil board the ship ! 

Captain Bucldington, and he threiLteiid to send J i i i t i  Iioinu at Disco. 
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sen t  the ship from going up Smith’s Sound; and after he got carried 
there, he finally succeeded iu stolqing her where she miis stopped for tlie 
winter. As soon as Captain I l a l l  died, he tried to liave the ship returu 
farther south. 

He would 
not advise with the doctor, and between tlie two there was a inew made 
of it. There was 110 use in iiiy saying an,~tliiug a t  the time, iiothiiig 
wh:itever. If‘ he liar1 started ;I sledge.expeclition o\ierlittld, there ~ o u l t l  
have been 2% high hti tude reached. I told him so, I think. 

Question. How do yon account Sor the ship’s not coming to you to help 
you off the ice ? 

Answer. Thab 1 do not 1 m o W  horn to aCcoLlnt for. I was surprised 
that i t  (lid not conic. It might 1i:iv-e beeu that i t  W R S  in a siiilci~ig con- 
ditioii, but I think not. 1 thii~l; tlie vessel that I saw under steam ;uid 
sail at sei% could not be in a sinking condition. But he went i i i  tliere, 
and tied up. She was upright, and appeared to be all right wlieii I 
looked at her wit11 the glass. 

Qucstioii. IIa\-e yon any reason to tliiiili they saw you ? 
Answer. I c;inuot see how they coi~ld avoid it, if’ they mere looking 

for. us. 1 
had R flag of rubber-cloth set upon an  oar, tmd that should liave becbu 
tlistiuguistied quite a distance over the white ice. It w a ~  t i  1;irge rubber- 
oloth, one that \\’as matle for lying upoii ice. It was black, aticl easily to 
be seen. They could have recogiiized the shape of the doe as  the 
one that tlmx had beeu fmtened to for lllQUthS, and they must Ii:~\*e set111 
such ;t body of men. I could lmve seen oii b o i d  the ship ; I could 1i;ire 
seen tlie inen if I had tried; but I did not take t h e ;  bnt I could 
have seen a inail if one had bean nf;dliing on the house. Cnt the 1110- 
merit I saw her in safety, I liiiew ~e were ;tboat to be abantloned, [or 
some cause or other, I could iiot tell why ; I don’t lrriow whether i t  \viis 
for good peasoti or iiot j I  cad^ tell williout linowiiig the contlitioir of 
the ship, slid tlieir idea of our cotidition. I had seeu tlie pumps tried 
before sile broke awq, and clidi?t tliiuli she W I S  inaliiiig ninclr water. 
But I do notkiiow what iii*juyy sbe sustdried after driftiug nwtiy; I do iiot 
thiiik she sustaiiiccl much, if ally, becnuse the ice wits loose. It is ice 
rLl~hillg in upon you between bergs that produces iiijnry. But when 
she caiiie dowli oII day under stcain i111d sail, atid then h y  bs-, I could 
not thiuIi i t  was iriglit ; a t  least while  I was on the ice 1 could iiot 
feel so. There JYRS land ~ i e ~ r e r ,  but iiot so coriveiiieiit a bay as that 
where she lay. She will lie there till this .July, mtl  then whe will 
break out. It, rnay be that h e  tliouglit wc liatl all the bonts, ant1 SUI,- 
1)osed we wciultl corne to him. He liiiew that I 11:td iiiiieteeu persons 
there j he liriew tliat I had iiiiich provision, but he could riot be certain 
that I had a boat. If he had been looltiirg in thc day-time v i th  21 glass 
he rniglit have seen tlie boats, I thiuk ;.but rxiiless lie did that, lie could 
not h:ive been certain that we saved the boats j but hu wo~11cl have 
known tliat w e  saved the provisions. 

Question. W o ~ l i l  uot he IiiLturdIy tliiiik that lie should the ship 
and let J-ou collie to him in the boat Y 

Answer. T1i:Lt ruay have been his idea; but at tha t  t h e  I thoughtths 
first thought should have been to  save the people off tlieice. \Yhuu the 
wind changed SO sLlddenlyl it was his duty to come and saw us, 

Question. Still, the possibility may remain, that  in securing tlie ship 
in tbe harbor, he may have supposed that you and theEsquimaux could 
reach him B 

De swore nobody should do anything. 
Question. Didn’t lie let you go off with the boats? 
Answer. Yes, sir; but I told him we should lose them. 

It was tlajlight, and  they were within four miles. I thiril;. 
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Answer. Yes, sir ; I cannof, imagine he woiild abaudon us, but that it 
was :L matter of bad judgmmt,’ aud perhaps sortie iitctifiierencc. The 
people 011 bourcl ~ o ~ l c l  not have beell colitelltt to ilbiltido~i US if they hat1 
Iruowii i t  was the iiitention to do so. They might iiot have B1io~1i that 
it was possible to save us, and if they did, they would iiot have I:no\vii 
wh:it to do, nor would tlieir judgment liare been good for ;~nytliuig in 
the inatter. The health of Dr. Eessel was gootl ;It llie time, as also tli:it 
of’ Mr. Brpii, arid incleecl a11 aboard. Mr. Ery:~u was iiideed B fiue 
youiig uinn. He was busy in inakiiig liis ast1*olIor1li’(:ill obserratioiis, 
ni id  he was ~q)leasant, geuial innu-about tlie only one I ihuiitl on bo;iid 
the ship to associate itttiinately with, aiid I \\.as very foud oT him. The 
ship liacl : tu aiuplo suppls of provisions to  last the party tlierc, shonld 
they lieep to tlie vessel, until tlicir arrival at Disco. Thex liare euougli 
to last them two years, i t ’ t l i e~  live w i t h  ecouom~-. Shonltl they stick to  
tlie vess(~1, this wo~iltl be,oitough. I thiiik that nuder alioost :111,y otlibr 
coinmaiicler t he  vessel noiilil be wll right, but under his coniiunntl; I 
dQlA’t liuo\v. He coulil oiilj~ get wood out of the vessel to  iiiake 
boats. I don’t think she had over t\\-elvc+ or fifteen toils of‘ cod. She 
~ e c l  aboi1t five 01’ six tolls a clay, gerierallg, ilbout f i ~ ( +  toiis. T h ~ y  
never Bad ally b l u b h r  t,o mikc: steam with, aut1 the (levices they took 
aaoug €or b~iriiing blubber werq I believe, thrown overboard  earl^ in 
tlle season. 

Qnestioii. Was tbc vessel left in a. 1)ositiou mliere they could get ally 
iood ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; tlicre \ras game in pleiity-valrus, seals, bears j 
atid, ii i  the s~~riii i it?r-ti i~ic~, duclm aud eggs. I believe there :we s:ilti~oil 
time at tinics. There is a11 nbuiidauoo of birds i n  tlie spr111g i n  tlio 
viciuity of Nortl~no~b~~~~lnrrtl Zslmiid. I a 1 1 1  so iiif’o~med btv IIi1lts, mlio 
has wititerecl there. I think about Jnlg they mill break ont, i C  tlley stick 
to the vessel. It is nbont threo hu11dred miles from Nortl~uu~bcrl;lr!cl~~I:~i~~l 
Islaird to the nearest perii~aiieiit D:uiish settlement. If he bat1 ti c!c;~r 
w a j ,  he could 111ilke it in two d:by~, mid in ixbout three days uncler s:iiI. 
She sails me11 with good winds. She gets off‘ five or six knots uutlzr 
sail, \vhi& is well for tlic amourit of c;1it\’as she carries. But  she is ilot 
easiljt hai~dled nudcr sail in rough water. 

Qnestion. Is there clifi(:iilty iu au ordiiinry sliip7s gettiug to Upclr- 
navilr ‘l 

Answer. No, sir, in the right season; say in J ~ l y  or August. 
Question. What  is the latest; time that n steamer ought8 to start fi.0111 

New P O ~ I C  to go t o  Northuui1)erlaii(I 1s1aiit1 or ~periiavil i  
Aiiswei*. I f  J-OU wish to start 01ie to intercept tlie l’olqris, it ~voulil be 

R‘ell to start by tlic: first of J ~ l y .  
Question. On tlie wpposition the ship will not float, and he has t o  be 

resciied, wh:it is tlic: best tiiiic? t o  go B 
Answer. She should leave New York 1)s the middle of‘ July; she couid 

theti 130 s t  Northniiiberlaiicl Islaiid abont tlie lot11 of August, whioh 
~\70nlcl be a t  the right time. It is riot safe to stay around in that viciiiily 
in ScptQmber. A deep ~ i i o ~ v - s t o r i ~ ~  insty come, i ~ ~ l  forui 6‘  pash,” and 
5toi) u vessel very muoh.  No sealers go there ; I (Io not think the whalers 
e ~ r  go as high as ~or thu i i ibe r~anc~  ~slniid.  ~ ~ i e y  coiiie up to Ca’pe Uork 
ollce in a while. That is iu latitude 760. There are natives right Oft-’ b$ 
Northuulberlikllcl ~ s ~ a  ud, :w(1 you call iiiic1 tlieui thero; H:IJOS founcl them 
there. I ~ ~ I I S  there are llatives there ; his wife caiiie i ‘ i . 0 ~  there. 
The 1 m t i m ~  arc peaceable enoiigii 1 1 0 ~ .  T ~ C Y  will fiud tlie natives coin- 
ing :wound hunting there. P ~ I  tics will bo there, if they \ w e  not when 
they went in. They hnnt up and doan the  coast, rrherever the walrus 
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goes; so Hans tells me. I should not feel myself iu  any danger there if 
1 was iii a ship that wonlcl float. 

Question. Hare you any idea whether this will be au opeu seasou iu 
tliilt latitude ? 

Aiis\ver. No, sir; but I think i t  will. There bavo been northerly witids 
blowing all wiuter long, arid he:tvy; I tliiuk the ice will bo blow1 ont of 
the country. Tliere Iim been m i  nuusual atiioiiiit of ice ofY the Labrador 
coast. They hare had nothiug h i t  north wiuds a11 winter, blowing l - e y , ~  
heavy indeed. I. 

Question. Did Captain Ilall inteiicl to be amxy more trim two weeks 
Then he set out 011 his sledge jouriiey ? 

Answer. I clo not know his exl~ctintentioiis; he said, 011 st:irtliiig, that 
he woulcl be goiie about it fortnight. I clou't I ~ I I O W  how hifill he expected 
to go that trip, but, speaking about it before lie started, lie snit1 to iue, 
referriug to Uaptaiu Eutlclington, 6' I cautiot trust, that iirau. I want to 
jp 011 ;I sletlgejoririiey, :iud 1 miint you tb go with me, but I dodt  ~ I I O W  
how to leave him on the ship; I want to go 011 this sledge jonriiey, aud 
I want to reach it liiglier latitutle th:ui h r r g  did before m y  return.' 

A few days afterward lie told uie he woulcl leave me aucl tnltc Clicster. 
111 casi? tlie vessel shoultl bre:ili out, he \villited me tIicro to assist (hp- 
tiiiu Eutldiugtoii. ITc left written iiiktructioiis, but I do iiot ~ U O W  *lThiIt 
tlrcy were. He took Chester with him, aucl they got up to  N(?\V11la:l's 
E;ty, latitude ,320 6'. That w a s  the farthest they got 011 tliat jounioy. 

Qnestioii. W41iit became of Itis pa1)ers after he died ? 
ihswer. I do not ktto\\? j Z tliiiil; tho iiative Esqniinans Joe has Some 

i iom in LL box. I S;L\Y the ha11(1\vriti1ig of O:iptuiti IIall iii the wiliter in  
il box. I 111rtIersta11tI siiice t71iilt ha tool< 
tlicm out OS the ship. 1 :mi afraid tlidt those which Joe rescud  will be 
ail tliat will be left of Cnl)taiii IIal17s papers. 

Qnestion. Wits tlierc 110 1)nblio exaiiiiuatiou of his papers in the pres- 
ence of the officci~s ? 

Answer. No, sir j his jonrua1 wras tnIceu rouiicl, nud scanlied by olte 

Qnestioit. Were they iiot certified aitcl sealed up ? 
Answcr. Xo, sir. 
Qnc~stioii. D i d  not yon incss n ith Cal)tain Bucldiiigtou ? 
hiswrr. Ycs, sir j we iricssetl with I i i t n .  
Qnestioii. Dit1 iiot you  liiiom wliat he did with the papers ? 
Aus\ver. I cIid iiot Imow what he did j 1 saw soiiie o f  tliem ; 1  OW 

Question. Dit1 aiijbody suggest that the 1)ill)ers s11ouId be ~ e a ; l ~ l  ~ l )  ? 
Answer. I dit1 myself; tlsat tl1c~7 sliould ba sealed, boxed, aiiil scrc!\.ed 

do1v11, :inel snggc-sted it to Captain Buddiiigtou. 
Question. What clitl he sag ? 
i2iiswer. Re did not make any remark whntever, or merely liis nsn:d 

' 6  T4:tniii liis papers." 
Questioii. Did aiiy come into your possession "? 
Auswcr. No, sir. 
Question. Did ;itiybody else suggest that they should be saretl ? 
Answer. It was lulBccl of, that his papers ;mtl books should be bosed 

Qaestion. \Vhat became OF tho accoullt of his 1101-therii sledge jour- 

Auswer. Tii:it was ou board tlie ship. 
Question. Did you see it 9 
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I toltZ Iiitii to k ~ p  them sni'e. 

Zt11t1 ihtlother. 

I I ) ; ~ I I J  YcUiiirIis \\'('re 111;ttle iIboLlt th(bm j I L111cIet.stood 801110 IVWO j I CitIiiiot tell who did it. 

and sealed. 

ney ? 

. 
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Answer. I did not me it. 
Questiou. Did h e  lieep R regiilar jonruxl daily 9 
Answer. Yes, sir j I believe he did ; 1 thiuk it was one of the booud 

Question. Wlieu dit1 you see that last ? 
Answer. I think i t  WIS after Captain Hall’s death, and Captaiu Bud- 

Qnesfiou. While Captain 1Tdl was iu a delirious state did au~bot ly  

Answer. Not that I kuon7 of. 
Question. While he was delirious did Captain Euddington get hiui to  

Aiiswer. He toltl me he was glad the papers were buriied, becanso 

Question. Did iiobotly see him bui*iiiug them 1 
Answer. I do not I;no\v; I heard it talked of 011 board tlie ship, aiitl 

There was soiiietliiiig niore in the jonriiul 
Ho 

Question. Ditl Captain Buddington keep B joania:, or contiiiue Ci11)- 

-4usmer. I did not sec any j Mi-. Chester kept the ship’s log. 
Question. Who kept tlie reckoui~ig, to usvigote tlio sh ip  ? 
111 181ver. Cap t aiii Hnll , 
Question. Did he take obserratious ? 
Answer. Yes, sir; he did it cliieily. He would havens all out, work- 

iiig up  observations, to  see lioiv thcry wonld coiiie together. 
Question. Did you see tho chart e.wry day as yon weut  uorth T 

. Answer. No, sir; I did not see the  ship’s position put dowu very 
often. 

Question. Have you never looked at the chart upon which her track 

~ u s w e r .  No, sir; I think Mr. Moyer drew oiie u p  j but I an1 afrnicl 
he has lost it. That I h;ive never seen. He drew it  up through tlro 
winter. 

Question. Was the ship% position iiiarlrcd oil the clinrt every clay ‘1 
Answer. Yes, sir; but me got otf the chart; nucl we had to  iii;~l;c a n  

eiitiroly iiew cliast ; niid as to the localities south? Raue’s and Hayes’s 
mere found to be in error. 

Qucstioii. I n  whose cliarge would the iiew chart be ? 
Answer. Itt sliould havu been iu Ur. B,esscls’s, I snpposo, after Cap- 

Question. Did Dr. Bessels have a chartbf his &vu 1 
Ansmer. I do not Irno~. 
Question. Was he capable of constructing a chart Z 
Answer. I suppose sa j but Z do uot know. 
We found right opposite the p1:iou where we went, into wiilter-quarters, 

in latitude 810 38‘, traces of Esquiniaux hots. We fonud rings ofstones 
laid aroutid, aud iu diggiiig about those stoucs ~ v e  fooucl sl)ear-lie:!tls, 
pieces of bone, and small iinplc~nents. These hilts were possibly thirty 
or forty years 01?. Tlie laiid there was eutirelg clear of SIIOW. It ws 
a ldniu. . Tho so11 ou tlint pIni]i absorbs the uloistara rapidly. It is ;li 
light clay. I did no; f i ~ d  ~ U J  stolle arrow-he;~~is. ail that’  ~ v e  f o ~ u ~ l  
mere OS bone. Tlie spear-heads were mado of wulrus-teeth. A11 ttteae 
things were delivered to  Dr. Bessels, n ~ d  are probably ill hiti 1)ossessioli. 
If hu has not lost t h i n  they are 011 board the I’olaris. When we wcut 
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[woks ; one that could not be put in :I pocket. 

clingtoil was rending it. 

iiietltlle with his papcrs 1 

bur11 up some palms 1 

they were iniicli agaiiist liiui ; aiitl he got Iiim to buru theua. 

I supposed it to be tlie truth. 
that he mould lilre to get out,; but, of coi~rse, he could iiot do it. 
told IM tha t  Captajii Hall’s Iiaiidwriting was wry  peouliar. 

taiii IhIl7s jourii:il? 

vas  put donw ? 

taiu Hall’s denth. 
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in there, in  tho latter part of August, all the land mas bare of snow. 
It was about the 20th of August. All the land arouitti tlic plain was 
bare of snow at that time. There is an elewtiou of’ 1,800 feet eiitircly 
destitute of snow. Theie mere hills 011 the sea-coast. 1,SOO to 2,000 feet 
high, entirely clear of siiow. The soil absorbed the moisture very 
rapidly, so that it dried very fast. We could iiot see any iulnitd sum- 
mits; bnt as far as we conlcl see thc mouutain-ranges in tlie iiiterior 
they were all clear of siiow. Tlie tenipcraturc it1 summer is very hot 
oti tlie laiid. I c:i*ossed 
them in the stimiiicr. There arc little bniiclies of flowei*s ant1 willows. 
They havc? atiy cjn:tiitity of specititens of tliiw oii board the hilip. There 
is but very little firiiss, but tliert: :ire tlrese little flowers ailtl willows 
and mosses in spots. The prevniliiig hue of tit(? latidscnpe is a diwk 
gray. The highest clevatioii that I s i ~ w  clear of siiow I slioiiltl 
juclge was 2,000 to 2,300 feet Itiglt. 111 tltc dist;iilce 1 tliittk 
I saw soine 2,800 to 3,000. The willo\rs run along the grouiid 
like a Tine. The musk-ox is up t l w e  ; wc killed thciii ; I liillccl twelve 
in one huiitiug escursioii, itt two (l;iss, to the north ot’ this l)lain, in lat- 
titude S2C. We only liillecl twenty-six, all told j that was iii tho spring, 
on the north side of Newuia~ i~s  Gar.  A tnosli-os weighs about iive or 
sis liiindrccl poiiiids, td te  theui as tlicy stitid. Tltuy clo liot taste of 
iitnsli at  a11 in  that latitude j tltcy ;we ;IS good :is h ~ b i .  I (lo iiot ~ I J O W  
where they go in the \\inter-tiiiie. All the tl’;lcliS that I siiw 111 tlte 
spring mere eowiiig iioin the southeast. ln the iiiterior, Xe\nnau’s Bay 
riiiis southeast aiirl itorthwest ; aii(1 tlie oscii ivcrc coiiliug froiu the h r n d  
of the bay, from a southeiist directioii ti’oiii off’ so~iic! i i .rtl i~t~-jironit~l they 
lint1 ; they were riot afraid of‘ us. Tlie dogs t h t  we had would check 

sterns together. Wlion tho 
oxeu form thus in a body, looking a t  the dogs, all thiit tlie liuuter litis 
to  do is to walk up  :tiid shoot theui. I do riot Iruow whether the3 would 
be afiaicl of Inail j 1 k n o w  tlint in  Hutlsou’s Sti*:iits they will soiiietiinw 
tu rn  upon a hunter. Tlicy dit1 itot] xl~poar to be iiiolitied to YIXIJ for tho 
dogs, although the uicii wwe iii sight,. Skins, slrclletoiis, and horns were 
col~ecteil, aud they are ou bo:ircl the sliip. I did iiot see any rciutleer. 
Joe nud Doctor Urssels were off to  the sontlt\varcl :L little ways, :iiitl 
they shot i~ wllitc? bear; thcre are 110 brown bems there. W e  s a w  
tracks of foxes j yon alwtys fiiid foxes and bears where there arc seals. 
The white bears np there are not :is largo as tliose fiirther south. Tlio 
glaciers arc! so large south that I thitilr they keep the siiow oii the kind 
longer than wltere we were. I w c ~ n b  riglit out wliere tlie lanil loolied 
corered with snow nit$ ice, ai~,d fbnntl i t  eiitireljr clear of‘ it. The tcin- 
pcrature of‘ the \\Titter \viis w r y  IOW, but tlie l a r i d  \\’as clear of S ~ O W .  
WC came upon land corered with siiow :uid ice as we cutered Kanc:’s 
Polar Sea j bu t  the iiorthertiinost point of laud we S;LW \vas 1)iIre j I at- 
tribute it to the suit’s shining contiiiudIy there tliroiigli the suiiiiiicr ; 
it is very marm, aut1 tjLkes the siiow off. I saw but few mosquitoes u p  
tlicre; there wore flies, bumble-bees, and butterflies. 1 did iiot see my 
frogs up there, nor sualtes. T11c.y collected a, good many birds j there 
;ire soiiie land-birds ; I think tlicy shot some 1)tarinigans l ip tLt tho win- 
tevquarters ; solm were shot when the pliiinage was c1i;irtgiiig ; bizt 
thAy got very fen7 eggs. There were clucks a i i d  brown geese, gulls, aid 
iwiy gulls. I (lid iiot see aiiy peliguiiis u p  w r t h  ; 1 saw 110 whales 
tlrwc, or s i p s  of tiiiy j we did not meet :iiiy wl in le~  011 oiir cruise. The 
Polaris is a good ship, well fitted, a i r c l  siie was snlq)Iic.tl abunclant,lg, 
hnviiig LL large hqierfluitj of almost e\wjthiiig, in weiy  way, except- 

0 1 1  the top of tlte elevations i t  W;IS \ v m m  

t l i c ~ ~  off; as 80011 :IS the clogs al)l)roitclted, thcg f i r i ~ c t t  :L solid body, 
We saw 110 wolves, but A l i~w \+liitc foxes. 



REPORT ’ OF THE SECRETARY O F  THE NAVY. 32 1 



322 nEronT OF TIIE SECRETARY OF TIIE NAVY. 

liiin a t  the time cat1 tell iiiore nhont i t ;  MY. Chester and ilk, Xorton 
were his priiici1)::l :Ltteildiillts. 1'cAal)s Joe  :iud IIaiiuiili iii;iy liiive 
been w i t h  liiiu. While lie was sick 1 i w s  out hitkiiig up the ship c ' w q  
d;ty j a i i d  as  i t  appearrcl to  be the desire of Chester ; ~ i i c l  Xortoii i o  
match wit11 liiiii every iiight, I kept ouo side. The tlootor gk~ve liiiii 111s 
iueclicine, I believe ; I do uot liriow iis lie took iuedicine frotu aiiyborly 
else. 

Question. Have you any opiiiiou of your own as to the c m s e  of his 
ileaLh T 

Answer. I tliouglit nt the tiine that the inaii  c:me to his dratli nilt- 
iirally j i t  has brcii talked 011 1)o;Lrtl ship that it miis foul j but 1 liere 
no proof of it, :mtl I coiild not SLY niiich about it. There were those 
thaL rejoiced in liis death. 

Qnestioii. Wio rejoiced iii his death ? 
Riiswer. Ciiptaiti Butldiugtoti. 
Question. Did ;uiybody else Y 
Aiiswer. 1 tliought i t  relieved soiw of tlic scieiitific party of solno 

aiixiety. They did iiot iiioiirii Iiiiii ,  a t  least. 1 Iiuow Captain Bud- 
cliiigtoii so expressed Iiiiiiself, that he was relieved of' it great loecl by 

Question. Why ? 
L h s \ ~ e r .  I do uot know j I iievcr asked him. He was too strict €or 

Qnestioii. Did Captain EM1 do niiythiug to interliere with the work ot 

Answer. I believe Citptiri IIall \v:18 not allowiiig tlieiii to telie all 

Questiou. Iii what m:iy 
Aiiswcr. T h y  coi11tl tell better thaii I o m .  

the dCiltll of Uiiptaiil IId1. 

h i i i i ,  I biip1)ose. 

t h c  scieri tific iiieri ? 

t k c .  ;ldvalltag:.es tl1c.y thongllt he shonld. 

De waritrd tlieru to (10 
as  lic said j niid theg wniited to (lo :is tl1e.y 1)lemetl. He wai i td  tlierti 
t o  do their work iu his way j m d  t,hry \i;aiitctl to (lo it in their o\vn w:tg. 
It ruli,rred to wliat tliey \vei*e doing, iuid uot to absence froin tlie sliip. 
I do not thiiilr Nr. Brgun was iiiclutled ill this j I lmow that Mr. Jfeger 
Itad some trouble with hiin on that score. 130 wislicd to do his 1voi~li in 
his owit iwy, :wtl probably i t  was the best; :iud Captain T1:111 wisliud to 
hare him do it in his. It was settled, I believe, so that Mcyer did it ill 
his OKU way. 

Question. Did yon know aiiy tlifliculty between Captain Hall and Dr. 
Uessels? 

Ruswer. Xolliing serious ; iiotliiiig serious between auy of' the scien- 
tific (1ep:lrtnielit aut1 tho ciII)tiiiIi, tliat I ~ U O W  of. 

tllibt he positive~y rr inset~ to ahow t l i c A t r i  to do ? 
Apwcr. No, sir; 1 believe not. 

posted in. 
t$aestioii. With whom mere you most intimito 011 board the ship 1 
Ai~swer. Not with tnariy ; t he  most i~ i t i~ i i i~ te  011~'s were MY. Isrgii~i, 

atid,tIie ~nnte,  Chester. I 1taw alreatly gireti tiiy opiiiioii of Nr. Chestchi,. 
I tliink hiin a gooil ~ ~ i a i i  ui~tler ;I good coiiim:iiider. Mr. E r p i i  was i~ 
very fine youiig IURI~. He was a gcneralfitrorite; a t  leitst I thought so; 
lie was ruy favoii te. 

C~uestion. Did lle l l i i w  any difficulty :&bout the n7ay he did liis work ? 
Answer. I believe liot j I believe he had 110 difficulty with Uuptaiii 

H:111 Wild <L t ever. 
Question. You d i t 1  ]tot tliiiili tliero was any diiliculty between Cnp- 

titiii Hit11 and aiiy of thc saieiitifio p:wt,y, t1i:it; would bo an inducemeut 
for them to do anything toward itijuriug him 1 

Questiou. DO Sorl I<IIO\V of iniy iseqliest tl l i t t  itily of tlieul inadc of hirn, 

These we thiugs I a m  iiot very well 
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Ausnw. No, sir ; I did uot think so then j and unless D inau were ;I 

mouster lie coiild not do any such tliiiig as that. Be had not sulliicient 
prorocation ; aud 110 provocation should indace a int\ii to  do such ;I 
t l l i  ng. 

Question. Wlieu Cilptain Badtliugton told yon that he x7as very uiii(:Ii 
relie\-ctl by Captain Ball's cleath, what dicl yon understaiid to be tho 
reason 4 

,iirswer. I think (hptniii Hall was too strict for him ; and i f  Cnpt:iiri 
HTall bud lived he \r.ould h:ire coiitinued oil nolthward, and Captaiii 
Bndthgtoii kricm it. Tle did iiot wish to go any fhrther no~th ,  a i i d  
so Captain IhU7s deilth \vas :L relief 011 the part of Urtptiiiu Budtliiigtoii. 
He did not give his ~ C ~ S O I I S  j 1 did not ask him. I dicl not Ite;ir my-  
body clsc say lie lklt relieved by it. 

C$iicstion. Did Captain Eucldington mdce these remarks to you alone? 
Aiiswer. Ee  inacle them publicly, 011 board the ship. I think it wi ts  

t o  sotlie of'tlir: people wlio are hcre. Plc? is a cawless-spolien man, atid 
IN (;ertiii~~Iy should not have made RIQ- such reruarlis. Perhaps he did 
not inem all lie said ; I hope he did not. 

Exanzinatiolz of Prederick 3leyer. 
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tion to call in a t  Upernavik, where the inspector of the northern district 
of Gseeiiland resides-Iuspector Smith-who tbought that Captairi Hall 
could procure some seal and dog skins there. W e  got quite B number of 
these skins, and then proceeded from there to Tessiusak. This is in lati- 
tude ‘730 24‘. There is a large bay there, aud a uuniber of islaricls in 
front of it. On one of the islands is the small sottlcirient of Tessiusali. 
Upernavili is iu  latitude 720 53’. I made tlie observatious myself. Tes- 
siusak is between Upernmik and Devil’s Thumb. There is a large bay 
there, aud a glacier in the background, and rnatuy icebergs. Ibis rniirked 
OD Arrowsniith’s inap about whore Sugar-Loaf Island is. There :itre only 
.a few native huts there, built of stone and earth, roughly put together, 
au(l one wooden house for the governor. The governor is tho load magis- 
trate. There are two inspectors for Greenland, one for the northern alld 
one for the southern district ; the one for the northeix at  Godhsvcn, 
Disco, and the other at  Julicnshaal,. JT7e called into Tessiusslr with tho 
iutention to send a boat over to I’roven to get Ems and procure wore 
skius and dogs. That is south of Tessiusnliabout twenty-five miles. Tessi- 
usirk is riot on the admiralty chart. Captain II:~ll‘procured a, 11 umber of clogs 
a t  Tessiusak; also skins and ready-rnade sldn clothing. A bont was  Sent 
OK, under the comm:tnd. of the mate, H. U. Chester, wit11 an order from the 
goreruor a t  Upernavilz, which told the governor a t  Yroveu if  possible to 
let lIans coine niith the expedition. The boat returned with fiws alld 
family, his wife and thrceciiildron. Westarted from Tessiusak 011 tho2-4th 
o f  August, or tho Beth, I am not quite certain. 
i n  foggy, misty weather at the comnieiicemeut; but it soon cleared 1111, mlcl 
the vesbel \vas enabled to bring Cape York in sight on tlie second moriiing. 
Leaviiig Cape Yorlr on the starbowcl born, m e  proceeded op, with tlie 
intoution to laud a t  Cape DuclIeg Digges, which the orders required, and 
deposit a, record there. But 011 passrug there Captain Hall foulid too 
much ice accumulated, so that he could not land. We proceeclecl 
farther on, between Wolstenholui Tslaricl and Capo Athol: ant1 went 
close by the coast, within about five miles of Cape Parry. From Gal)@ 
Parry we steered filrther west, so as to get clear of t h e  shore.ice and 
lnnd.ice, and then started our course clue riorth again until we citu~C to  
Cape Alexander. Froin Cape Alexauder we rail up aloirg the east coast, 
and proceeded by Port Fou~lie, ICaiie’s winter quarters, and then struck 
right across Siiiitti’s Land, passiug by I3enry lslaiid and Bache IslLilld, 
and reached iiearest the west coast, about ten miles from Cape Havh.  
From that point tlie Polaris steered more to the eastward, and PRII a l o ~  
the coast, passing by Cape N:lpoleo~i, Poiut Jog, Capo Ha;yes, until 
finally we came very close to Cape Brazer. At Cape Fmzer there is. 
sinall inlet. Captain Hall had the vessel stoppcd, and, with Captain 
Tyson, he proceeded in a boat iuto this s m d l  inlet, to see whother it 
voulil be suitable place for ti depot of provisioiis aut1 cod, ani1 to 
see whetl~rr, perhaps, it would be suitable for A wiriter harbor. They 
returned, arid he snit1 then the \wter was too shallow for a wiiiter h w  
bor, :ind 110 clepot wag inntie there, ;ant1 no record rvaA put there. We 
then went id011g the coast, passiiig by Cape Barrow. 1 forgot to. say 
tlint at Cape HLLIV~CS we met a large pacli, aucl had to steer arouutl ~t to  
the south, arid came around to the westward ofit. We also eucountered 
ice at Pits U1;treiice Rock, There we iiiet the first ice, but pushed 
riglit through. It Was only a wmall patch of ice. After we passed by 
Oxpe Frazcr there was inore or less ice almap seen; but there was 
DO ciifSiculty in getting through it. Iu this way we kept along the 
coast. Tliis coast, (i’cferririg to  the chart,) is entirely clifXerent from 
what is here laid down on Dr. Heyes’s map. I n  the first place, Cape . 

- 

We crossed Melville 

, 
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Constitution is farther south, in about SO0 37‘. The chani)eI rim- 
rows very much at Cape Constitution. Besides these tu70 islands, wliioh 
are right opposite to Cape Constitution, there is another island nearer 
tlie west coast. The chaniiel tliere is very iiarrow, perhaps only four- 
teen or fifteen miles wide. Between this and the westeriimost, isl:md 
a i d  the west coast is where we pushed tlirougli hi going up with the 
1’ol:iris. They tried to push 
through in seraral places, until fiiiallj- they fouiid this one p1:ice. The 
cl~amel being very narrow, the  ice had all accwnulated there. Carl 
ltitter Bay is a great deal farther south tliau it is piit clonrii here. The , 
coast-line all aloiig liere is e n t i ~ ~ l y  different from what is laid down. I, 
could only s;%y that Cape Union aud Cape Lieber are correct. The 
eiitire coast-liue comes farther south ; there is :L p:wt of it left out alto- 
gether 011 this map. After me passed Cape Constitution the course of 
the vessel was turned to the east\\-ard, aiid observatious were made by 
all that were able to do so, in latitnde S70 24). At  0 o’clock in, the 
Inoruiug the observations mere macle for lougitade, ant1 at 12 o’clocli, 
noou, for latitude. The loiigitude was f0~11111 to be 640 35‘, if I recollect 
right. Prom Capo Constitution it widens out a great deal in both 
directions j but especially to the eastward, where it €orins a large bay, 
which w:is ntmed by Captain Ball Polaris Bay. That was what was 
snpposed to be a sea-lhie’s Open Polar Sea. I cau uiiderst;uid why 
Morton did not see to the east side j because these islands are right in 
fi-ont of Cape Coiistitutiou, and he did not go ou top of tlie c:qw. HG 
stnid below on tbe ice, and in that position the two islands will cutirely 
cover the east coast, so that he could not see that  at all. So what has 
beeu called Katie’s Opeii Polar Sea was fouiid to be a, sound ’of about the 
s m e  f‘ormatioa as Smith% Sound, oii1-j- the glacier in tile background, 
is iiot so large. The east side of this wyas named Polaris Bay. From 
tho point where the observations had been made the l’olaris fol- 
lowed tlie east coast uiitil R ~ C  came to another ~iarrows, tho southern 
cape of which is called Cape Lnpton, iu  latitude 810 44‘, after Major 
Eupton, of tbis city, Captxiu Hall’s frieud. There a new chaariel COW 
mences, which was iiaiued by Captain Hal1 Eobeson’s Channel, after the 
Secretary of’ the Navy. That channel is about tmeuty-five miles wide at 
the beginning. Euteriug this channel, the Polaris. followed a northerly 
course uutil she encountered ice in latituck S20 1G‘. The chatinel was 
not entirely clear before we encountered the ice, but it was so that the 
ship could steam through without difficulty. There the Polaris wts 
fastened to tlie floe, and :L record was niacle out of the proceediugs of 
the exp,edition, inclosed iu  a copper cylmcler, iIUd thrown overboard. 
That, W R S  the first of tlie copper cyliuclers thrown over, and which cou- 
taiiiecl a record up to that time. I have seen tlie record, wliicli gexo 
the proceediiigs of the ospcditiou to  that date, the latitude and longi- 
tude we were in at the time, and, besides i t  said there wits a fair pros- 
pect of going ihr~1ic.r. Before the observ:ttrons were made Capt:Lin Hall 
tlionght wyo were t i  great deal higher than we actually were j he thought 
TTO were in about latitnde 540 j but the observations pro~ed  that  it 
wis not so. At this point, where‘we inot the ico in Robesou7s Channol, 
110 observations w r e  talien. Oaptnin Hd1 ordered iiie to iiia1i.e up the 
ilead-reckoniag from the log. The latitude and lougitnde, whch were 
put bu the record, \vas such as was f01111d from tho clod-rcckoniug, 
starting from the last observatioii, 810 241, That is, o u l ~  those portious 
of the log, referring from 12 o’cloclr, noon, that day, nntil we reached 
1:ttitnclo 820 lG‘, were used. We had been steaming frorll 110011 iiritil the 
time when we met the ice j I am not certaiu about the hour. We were 

There was a siiiall stream of milter there. 
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fastened to  this piece of‘ ice 21, few hours, and then started eastward, in- 
tetidirtg to malie :I harbor and reach tlie cast coast a t  a sru;tll inlet, 
which was aftern:trd iixiitecl by Captain Hall liepulsc~ 13:irbor. It is to 
the sout l~ i~~ar t l  of east of the point whew me fastened to the floe. I 
niade observations oil the shore. The latitude of Ilepulse Harbor is 
830 9’. Captain Hall aiid Cuptnin TJ son ran iu there iii a boat j bnt 
they found srioh R tide t h a t  they thought it would not :tiis\wr for a h r -  
bor, and c i ~ n i e  back t o  the vessel. We theii started north, with the in- 
tmtion to  ti-y oiice mote  whether we could push tlirouglt t h e  ice with 

We weut two or three iniles, and f‘ouuil we could not. \Ire 
IIC?WT got far llorth as  latitude S2O 16’ again. When CnptiIii1 
Hall found we coiilcl not 1)usli tlirougli the ice, he went to the 
westnwd? wid fastelled to aiiother floe, and staid there ovw night, 
and the Iievt moriiing retnriicd to liepulse 11:trbor to exntniue it 
ouce inore. But he caiiie to tlie eonclusiot~, the saiiie as betore, 
thal. lie could iiot harbor there clnring tlie winter. So he  ort(*e 
inore tried to push farther north through the ice; but when i t  
wits found that he coultl not get through, lie called a council of tho 
oEc:ers, asltiiig eauli oilicer’s opiiiioii wliether to go farther north or 
indie a Iiarbor, or what to  do. All of tlie oiticers were of the opiiiiou 
to  s tmt  toward tlie west coast, to see if they could iiiitl a 1e:id to tlie 
northw:ircl, and if tlicy cou!cl iiot wake a lend to the ~iortli\vard to innlie 
a harbor 011 the wcstr coast. I say all the officers were of the ol)iiiion 
except Captaiti Buddiugtoii. I-Pis o p i o t i  was to go into tliis 1tei)ulse 
Harbor; or, il‘ Captaiu Hall did not think fit to go iiito harbor there, 
to make a harbor Parther south. i l u d  the harbor he intentled to go in 
is about latitude 800 I’ ; i t  is called a f:jord. There is an islalid right in 
the center of it, and behind tliis islaittl he ititeiiclecl to harbor. I tltiiilc 
it rnny be :L strait and not a ijo1.d. Then, :IS a 11~1.ji)rity of the otiiccw 
had give11 a11 opiuioii to  go westward arid try for :I lead iiortb\wst8, Oap- 
taiii IIJI concluded to do so. The I’olaris W;LS tlten started on :i west- 
erly conrse, went nloug slomly, pushitig through the ice, perhaps one or 
two h o t s  a11 hour, losing groiiiid in latitude, till, finally,-:L fog shu t  iu 
aut1 lieary ice was eticourttercd. The Polaris W\V;LS then fastened to a 
floe, :~ud  soou wits closed in by ;t heavy piclr. (311 this floe she laid for 
four cla~s. Duriug tliis tiiite she drifted to the sonthwarcl thirty-six 
!miles. The following winter, wliile in miiitcr qii;Lrters, I constructed 
the track of tlie ship (luring t h e  voyage. Latitude S10 35‘ wns one 
poiut to calculate from, sutl where we fixstenecl to tlie floe was the othcr. 
Then goiiig bacli to where we broke out of tlie ice, gave me llie 
poiiits of the drift, mid tlius I got the dist;tiice. We drifted towird tho 
southwest. After the expiration of these four days, the vessel got clenr 
of tlie ice, and s t e m  w i s  got up, ant1 the vessel \vas started with the 
intention to  make harbor without ’losing aiiy more ground. So the 
vessel was talien on an easterly course, till she arrived iti latitude 810 
35‘, lougltude GI0 44/, 011 the 4th of September, 1 thililc. This is p:wt of 
I’olnris ELLS,, ,mid is a smallcr iiilet in this bay, sild was ~i:inietl by Cap- 
tain &I1 b‘ lliaoli Cod Harbor.” It is on t h e  enst const. Wltrii we 
arrivetl there, Captain IIaII tliought’ of rmkitig winter quarters there. 
“Thank God I r l a rb~r~~  is not a very deep ii~let  j i t  is oiilj- B very 
shaIlow bight, a ~ t l  not verg well protected. The piiuoip;tl p-otectiou 
we had was a largo iceberg, which hac1 a, iiatne giveu it by CiipttLiii 
Ilall. He called it l’rovidonce 1cebr:rg. This wafi t h e  principtbl protec- 
tion against the ice. C:Lptnin Hall prciceoded to get out the provisioris, 
arid to establish :L depot a s h ~ o  a t  the  same pltice. Ai1 observatory 
was erected there, and very so011 after Captain 1Id1 started 011 his 

, the vessel. 
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sledge journey. I had plenty of opportutiit,ies for verifying the position, 
observatious being 111:irle during the whole minter. It is exact to the 
minute. The object of‘ U:bgtaiu Hall’s jouriiey was to find mhetlier ai1 
overland route would be practicable, so as t o  be ready in the spring to 
start 011 such n route. IIe staid away two weeks, in comp:iiij- n7itli 
the mate, W. C. Chtster, aiid Joe. Captain Hell weut to a bay fiwtlier 
north, which he named N ew11ia1i7s Bq-a \7ery clcep bny. They killed 
oiie musk-ox. The eiitraiice to Xe\~wxtii’s Day is about eiglit or iiiiie 
iiiiles wide ; it is filrther north th:w Polaris EitjT, :~iid eiiters iJlt0 Ilobo- 
soli Channel. Tlie soutliern cape of tlie bay is iu latitude 810 5 3 ,  aiid 
the nortlieru one in SSO 2’. We had 110 ineaiis of dpteruiiuing the  
highest point tliat the Polaris reached escept by dead recBoiiiog. 
The highest point where I took obserrstions w a s  souie tirile aftern.aid, 
wlien I was a t  Ne\viuads Cay, :tiid nwit on .the shore to ltepulsct Har- 
bor. The highest point oii laud m:is here in latitute 890 9’. I t  was as 
correct NS I coulcl get it. Tlie position I w:is 011 ~ ras  a liill 1,700 feet 
high. Of course the dip was about fort?-fiw niiiiutcs. Besides 
i liad no artificial horizou except a Bind of mixture of ice-horizon aiid 
see Horizon. 

Questioii. What was tltc latitude of tlie observatiou the ilar you took 
it a t  noon-the point from which yon started yoiw chad reckoning? 

Rusmer. S l O  24‘. 
Questioii. Then yon r:w forl;J’-tmo miles riort81i to get to  S30 16’ j how 

loiig were gou in doing it,? 
Answer. 1 cnuriot be precise about tlie time .when wc stopped j I am 

not a t  all certiti~i aboot the honr. That n 7 0  mcre farther north tlieu 
Ne~vmsu’s Bay, in the ship, is ~)roveil by tlhe fact that we Sil\v tliat bag 
when we passed up, goirlg i>~ t l i c r  north. Xewinaii’s Xhy was south a d  
cast of‘ us wlien me were at our higliest poiiiti iii tlir Pohris. The i~ortit- 
ern cape of N ~ ~ l ~ i i i ~ l ’ s  B11.y is in S20 2’ ; l<epulse Harbor is 880 9’. We 
went into t h a t  twice ; aud at the saine place I I iavc .  macle. ?ctual observ- 
ations niyself. The highest observation thaQ I ninde n~ at  B ~ I I I S R  
H;irbor itsel€; it is stcop 011 both sides, mid I i i m l e  uiy observatnm 011 
the noitll sitle ; that is the highest actual observntiou I made, a n c ~ ~  th;lt 
was southeast of tlie higbest poiut inado by the ship; I liuo\v tliat by 
the log, or the tle:uI recltouiug. 

Qiiection. Wlieil you mere up a t  that highest point, you know thnt 
you passed Rcpnlsc Htirbor “I 

Auswer. By tile dead rc~ckoiiiiig wo Iciiew what C O L I ~ S O  me steered 
froin the highest p i u t  to get to 12epnlse Jhy, a11d tliilt IWS to tlie 
soutli\\.ard and eastward. There coulci bc no mistake about it, for 
thci*e W:IS a iiortheru curreiit j the currelit :iud tlia s w e q ~  carripil 11s 
soutli\wrd, :uid tliero conld be 110 ~~~ist:ilie in the reclroniitg on ;icconnt 
of ct1rrolit. When OiLptitill na11 returiieil t o  tlie ship after his sledge 
jonrneg, lie coiuplaineil about siokiicss in tho bowels, :{ncl went to bed. 
He coinpluiiied as ~ O O T A  :is 110 c:\ino lionie. Tho next clay he was fowd 
pi11;71~7~e(l 011 the l t lf t  # i r k  ; he rc>mi>i1led in this st:itc for three claxs ; 
then he got the use of his liinbs agiiin, and got R little bethr. SOOU 
afterward lie beceino delirious, and reimincci so, itiore or less, till he 
died ; he died two \reeks afttor his returii. Tito plixsici:m 011 b o ~ d  st:tted 
that it \\.as R cilse of apoplexy. AS I iiiiderstaiitl, i t  n‘:~ ~ ~ 1 ~ o l h i ~  
fi.0~1 blie first j 110 \WS pamlyzed t h e e  d ; i p ,  I liiio\v, from nctu:ll ob- 
servation. Re died, mid was buried on tlie shore sautlleast Of the 311- 
chorngo of the ship about ha l f s  mile, mid :L siiinll flngmt~ sot 111) to iiiarlr 
tho pl:m of interiiient. At tho tiiiio iiothing else could be put np. The 
ground was frozen solid, aiid it was \\-it11 p u t  clilliculty they could dig 
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into the ground; so the place mas only marlied with a sinal1 fla'g at the 
time, with the intention to repl;tce i t  by o board as soon as the suululcr 
set in. 

Question. EIow soon did you see Captain Hn11 after he returned from 
his sledge jouriiey t 

Answer. The shore there is w r y  lorn, and we conld see from the ob- 
servatory to tlie ship, and c~iulcl see aiiy person corning from the ship to  
tlie observatory, or going to the ship. We saw Captain Hiill arid party 
returning, aud P met liiin half way between the observatory and the 
ship. I had some conr~ersation with him. 1 do riot Iniow wlictber n11.y- 
body was with him then. I believe Oaptain Tyson, but I am not cert:iin. 
Somebody was mitli h im,  but 1 could not say who it  \ws. The conrer- 
sation \\.as siich as is usual. I aslred him how lie felt, and I was very 
happy to see liiin back; He told iiie a t  the time that he felt very 
well. soon at'ter\TiIrd 1 came back to the ship, aud I iound fi'h.. 
Mortou busy iu getting Cqptain IIall t o  bed. He hac1 already coin- 
plained about being sick, aiid while I mas there he wont) to bed. I tlicn 
returned to the observatory again. We had regular \ViItcheS then, :uid 
my watch cornme~~ced. I only heard he was sick a t  his bowels mheu I 
e ~ m e  on board. Every time I came on board ship I saw him, hecause 
I lived iu tlie same cabiu. Dr. 13essels :ind the engineer, Schumann, nntl 
the steward arid cook slept there also. I hild only one conversation 
with Uuptain Hall while he was sick. That wits after he becalne deli- 
rious, During the time that he was delirious, he had the idea that soiiie- 
body i n t e n d d  to  murder him, aud he accused in his deliiaious talk one 
person after anotber of haviug sucli intention. I mas very busy most 
of the tinie, because Dr. Bcssels had to stay 011 board am1 :&t,tencl to 
Captain Hall, arid so I had the whole lebor at the observatory 011 my- 
self. Mr. Bryan only attended to the astrouoinical observatious. Cap- 
t a in  Ha11 called mc to liis bedside, and said t h a t  lie lzncw that soiric 
pcrsous on, board tlie ship intended to kill him, and lie wanted me io 
stand by hi8 side. EIe did not melition any 1ii~111e a t  that time, but at 
diffkrent times hc inciitioned most of the  persons on board. 'He was 
insensible the first three days he mtis sick, which I think W R S  caused by 
paralysis'! and he did iiot speak for the last twenty-four hours either be- 
fore lie died, as I understood. Tlie ouly conversation I ever had with 
biin d t e r  he \vas sick was what I have stated. He did not mention aiiy 
names then. 

Question. Did you a t  any time hear him accuse anybody of an iuten- 
tiou to murder him ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. When 1 was about the cabin I coulcl hear liiui. 
Some person iuiglit be attendiiig to liiui, sitking by his side, a i d  he 
  odd h(3  tialking very ple:tsiintly, and a11 of B sudden lie would sa,v : 
'6 Wliat is this; wlint is this blue sinolre; and what is that  there, all 
blue "P Re thought i t  was poisonous \-apors, he said. 

Question. Did you ever hear liiiii accuse anybody to other people 7 
When one was sittirig bx him would h LIZ of other people? 

Auswor. Yes, sir. He -rould BCWS er people, and :isk the pro- 
tection of the inan sit'ting by his side. Eo accmsed h'lr. Oliester aiid 
Captain Buildington-those were the two principal ones-aucl Ur. Bes- 
sels. 

Qrrestion. Tlien, mllen these pe~sons were silting by him, did'ho ask 
t h i n  to protect him 

Auswer. Yes, sir. 1 W:LS under the impression that he sccused most 
ererFbocly, but those are the only ones whom I recall. 

Thilt \vas dolie afterwards. 
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Qnestion. ~ l t e i i  tallring with 'Chester, for instsuce, rnoulc~ be accuse 

Ai~swer. Yes, sir; he would accuse Captain Cuddington. 
Question. Did you hear hitn talk to Dr. Bessels ? 
Aiiswer. Yes, ~ < r .  
Question.  liet ti tal1rittg to him, dici you hear him accuse anyboily 

Answer. I do not remember th ;~ t  I heard hiin appeal to the doutor to  
He seemed to accuse anybody. 

Question. Was he uuder regulw treatment ? 
Aiiswer. Yes, sir. 
Qaestioil. Do you know what remedies were given him 1 
Answer. He gave him B greet inally ; hjpodrimic injections of qui- 

niiie, I believe, for one. 
Question. wcrc liis attcndaiits ? 
Answer. Dr. Erssels staid with him most always, and then he had 

a 11x1~1 by the nmic of Mauch, who acted as p iva t s  secretary to Captaiii 
B;111. He \vas with hi111 most always. Wheu he mas so delirions that 
he thought soine person ]lad the intoittion to  murder him, he hail 
%litnch to  taste everytIiiug tliilt caiiie iiito the cabiu-medioiiie aucl 
food, even the water he drank. 

a q  body elm ? 

else, and ask the doctor to stautl by ltitn S 

staiitl by Iriio.  

For three days he partially recovered. 

Questioii. When he got better did he recover his senses? 
Aiiswer. No, sir, iiot f~illy j but partially. 
GJuestiou. Did he get ul) iL1)out the cabin and mice 1 
Auswor. H e  never wrote that I Iaiow; he had &uuh read to him. 
Question. Did be tlictilte to &hiich to \vriLe? 
S n s \ ~ w .  No, air ;  lie did itot do auy j I thiiik he had Mmch 

read to hiiti,.and sonretiines he moulcl start to take an interest in soiito 
busitless matter, and would give it up  again before he got throngh. 
Duriiig tlie time tllat I n 0  TVRS lmrtitllly recowred, he had the intentioii lo 
give ul) the cotnmancl oC the vessel to Oilptai11 Eudtlington. T1i:tt is, he 
called him into the cabin, and told hiui 110 would give up the conltnaitcl 
to hi111 j that he moiilcl liar-e the pnpers made out ~rniuecliatcly j but he 
did not, (lo it. 

Qiwstiou. Was lie t:thcn sudclenly sick again after getting better ? 
Ausmcr. 130 bcgau to  become more tlelii.ious, a i d  to show the desire 

o€ stayiiig iii the bed. That 
is, I \\.as told that, for tlle twenty-€our 1ioui.s bdorchc die,d he did not speak 
a word to anybotly. IIc very octeu h:id Joe ;iud 1T;iiiiiali called to his 
lnrdsitle t o  attend to him. At times he would labor niider tlte iinpri%s- 
sion that a11 the people oil bo:trd tho  vessel ititcwdetl to iilurctcr hini;mcl 
he aoulcl c:iIl for Joe aiicl Ilaiinah, ; i i d  Imve llieiii sit by him. \Viieii 
he got tired of them he would liare soiiiel~ody else. 1 thinli he w s  
bettor abiout three .days. I was in the oliscrvatory when he died. He 
diecl in  the night. It was mi tho Sth of Norember, lS71, It mas clnrk 
continually then, and oiily twiliglit at nooii. Services were read I);\. 
Mr. B r p n ,  who acted as chaplain. After Captain Hall died, U;ii)tain 
Buddi~igton took chxirge of tho vessel. T h  intt&ion tlicu ww b h t  
the imstruction~ should be carried out; thoee directed thatCttptaiu Bud- 
dington should take charge of tile vessel. 

Tllero 
was no public. examinatiou of tlieni. I have sc?en the outside pf the 
papers UUIS trtles, aud have seen C;lpt:tiu Buddingto11 look111g at them. 
He had bliem in B large tin box. As I uiiilerstancl, there are a few pri- 
vate papers in  theJossession of Joe and Eaiillah at present, but all the 

, 

I heiiid Gt~ptiliit Hall say this. 

He reinniiied in tliis state until he died. 

Question. What was cloue mitli Captain Hall's papers 7. 
Auswe~'. Th;y were talieii charge of by (japtaiii fiucldi~gto11. 
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o&id p a l ~ r s  mere in this large tin box. He 11ad a writing.deslr, pri- 
V ~ L ~ P  papers therein, aud Joe and Hanuah, when they were started out 
011 the ice, we i‘ound had 1,ossession of tlie writiug dcsk of Captain 13x11. 
There \vas no oflicial actiou iior public e~:i i i i i~atioi i  of Captaiu IIiiIl’s 
paym,  but thej- welit iiito Captain Enddiiigton‘s possession. I have 
uevcr rend them I wrote the fi-st six or seven pages of Captain lId17s 
journal. That is :dl I lrnow about it. Tliut part cousistrd of the voyage of 
t l J C  ship. After Captain Briddingtou weut iuto command, the  vessel was 
baulcd up, and n7e commenced a reguliw series OS observations on shore, 
until, on the 22d or 24th of‘ November, the ship broke out in a ilenvy 
northeast gale, aii(1 clriited in the darkness on to Provicleiice Iceberg. 
If- that hucl riot been in the way, t h e  ship mould probably have drifted 
during the wiutcr j but it was brought up on tlie iceberg. Then, iu the 
darliuess and heavy snow-storm, the vessel was fastened to the iceberg, 
aucl it remairied tliere during the winter. The iceberg was to the south- 
west of the vessel. The prevailing wiuds were froin the iiortlieasi. In 
tlic? spring tho first journeys were made by tlie iiatives out on tlie plain 
to tlie southeast of the observatory. There i s  :t Iaige plain, leading 
southeast and northwest. They went out to  procure fresh meat, and 
they vere verx suocessf~il. They weut to Newni:m7s Bwy, aiid across 
011 the other side they jonnil a great many musk-oxen, and they Iiilled 
its inaiiy as they could c:~rry aud bring bacli: to  tlie ship. Newman’s 
Eeay opens north of‘ T1i:iiiB God Harbor, but stretches to the southeast. 
Then there was an expcKlitiou went to  the southwest. At the southera 
eiicl of Polaris Biiy tliere is a fiord, which we called at tlie time 
tlie ( 6  southern fiord.77 141,. Bessels, and Mr. Bryan, and Joe started 
on a u  cspedition to this fiord, nncl froin there they started iicross 
toward tile prqjeotiiig c;ipe of tlie ch:,uiiel, and wl!ich was then 
snlq)oseit to be Cape Coustitatiou ; but it afterward provetl not 
to be so, but to be am poiut uot 1~iiowu before. Cape Constitution was 
fouird to be a great deal farther sonth. Tliey returiied without 
Ijiidiiig Capo Coiistitation, not going so far. The fiord ruiis to the 
soutlieast; latitude 810 11’ is the enstern limit of it. 1)r. Gessels, 
B r p i ,  and Joe went clo\t~n and crossed tlie fiord, which is about twenty- 
two miles witle ; and then they went along tlie coast about forty iniles 
without reauhiug Cape Constitution. They saw the island that lies off 
that c:qie. The iiext journey was made with the double intention of 
getting €res11 meat, aut1 of’ tiweliug 011 1:incl tlic other side OS n’ew111:in~s 
h g .  I wcnt in  charge of one sledge, and Captain Tysoii in cliarge of 
the other. I ~17:~s very busy 111 iualiiiig surveys up tlie coast j I wanted 
to survey tlie west of Nc~wi~i:ii~~s I h y ,  aiid to  runlie surrejs i i i  the 
iiitrvior, niid, as long as provisioiis wonlcl last, to  go :LS fiw as I could. I 
tlieii \Tent out to the nioiith of Newuua11’s Bay, matlo tlie surveys of 
Nwvinaii’s E2y and tlie surveys of the west coast j aucl weut to 1;11t\ 
glacier at the cntl of‘ Newin;iii’s Eay, slid niade surveys there. I then 
stmtcd across Ncmii1:~u~s Ciiy, aud made s ~ ~ r v o g s  iu the interior j but 
1iel)t on tra veling to the iiortheast uulil m n t  OS 1~rovisioiis compellecl 
LIS to  turn. Cilptaiii Tysoii was with iiie when we weut iiito the in- 
terior. I ui:ide c a l ~ u l i ~ t l o ~ ~  of tlie farthest poilit north; I did not 
get >tll,Y ftlrther tlJa11 8zo 0’. Thilt Was tile higheflt point I reilchCd. 
Tha t  was iii &Tab-, M72. After I returiied froin tbis sledge journey ]c 
rern:iiiiecl at ! J h i l k  God Harbor until the first part  of June, wheu two 
boats wcro s t m  t c d  to  tho northtrartl, for tho ptirlmse ol‘pu&iiig as rlir 
north as  possible. 0 1 1 0  boat was  nnder the coiiiinaud of the mate, 
H. C. Chester, aiid 1 acconipnnied hi? ; and the dther boat \\YLS nutlar 
tho c o m m n ~ ~ d  o l  Captuin Tysoii, and Dr. Bcssola accompaiiied hiiu. 
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The boats were carried on sleds to Cape Lupton, tlie.southern cape of 
Robeson Channel, on the ice. It’ was the intention to start from 
there by water. As soon as our boat got there, Mr. Chest8er vished to 
start right off; and taking advantage of a lead, and pushing over the 
ice, carrying the boat on the Beel, we proceeded about three or four 
miles, and encamped for the night on’ a small piece of ice, which 
appeared to me to be vary unsafe, as i t  was right against an iceberg, 
and very thin.  A watch was set out, and we went to sleep. In the 
morning Mr. Cliester and myself were sleepiug together between two 
skins, and wore called out by the watch, and told that the iceberg along- 
side of us had commenced to more, and that the piece we were on was 
also moving. Before we could look around much, the piece of ice that 
the boat was on broke in two pieces, with the boat on one piece and the 
anchorage on the other. The crew was with the boat, ancl Nr. Chester 
and myself were on the other piece, where the auchorage was. The an- 
chorage mas loosened riglit off; that is, the rope was cut, and the bpat, 
with the crew, drifted away from us. The iceberg came, and pressed upon 
the piece of ice on which the boat was, and piled up the ice against it, auci 
tho boat was in danger of being crushed. The ice came up against the 
piece that Mr. Ohester and 1 were ob. mid rose up and threatened to fall 
on us, but did not. But where the boat was, a large piece of ice was 
erected right straight up, and came down on the boat and crushed it. 
The crew jumped up on the piece and saved themselves. And then Mr. 
Chester and myself got on to the shore-ice and saved ourselves. We 
saved what me could of the clothing, instruments, and provisions that 
m r e  on the boat, and then returned to the ship. We found Captain 
Tyson at Cape Lupton; he had not started from there. nfr. Cliester 
procured another boat, the canvas boat, and started with this new En- 
glish csnviqbotzt a few days afterward. We sledded the canvas bo& 
up to Cape Lupton, and waited there for a chance ibr a lend. Captain 
Tyson had tlien gone when we reached there. We soon got a lead, but 
only got, four or five miles fwther north a t  the time, and had to lie 
up to the &ore-ice a iiurnber Of times; and finally got on a drifting 
floe, ancl were in danger of being drifted off 011 it, without being 
able to reach the shore. The sinall ice closed in around the floe, 
but finally the ‘ 6  pash” ice loosened, and we got the canvas boat into 
the water, and in one day rowed up  to Nemmsn’s Bay, distant about 
twenty miles. There, at Newman’s Nay,  the ice was found too compact 
for any boat to push through. But we found Captaiu Tjson there on 
thebay ice. Several starts were miide on the bay ice to  get fwther 
north j but we iiever gob any farther tliao about ono or two miles. WG 
were in Newmads Bay over a mouth, when Captain Buddington sen$ 
orders to LIS to return. The boats mere then dragged ashore on their 
keels and left there. The crow and ineu returned overland to the west- 
ward. The ice had closed in behind us. We got back some time in July.. 
Some OS our crew had been to the ship for provisions, and when they 
returned they told us that she broke out some time in June, and mas h 
8 leaky>condition, and that was the reason why Captain Buddirigton 
sent orders for the two boats to return. It was two of Mr. Chester’e 
boat’s crew mho w e n t  to the ship to get more provisioiis; and when 
they returned with the provisions, they brought a written ordez tot 
return ; and they told 115 the ship wa8 in a leaky condition. T h  leak 
was iu the stem of t h o  vessel, which had been straiued, as the ship had: 
been on the foot of the iceberg, arid hanging oyer to one side. ghat  
Btrained the stem and started the skin of the bows on both sides. 
when we returned they were piimphg the ship by steam; but afkon. 

a1 N 
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ward i t  mas found she coiild be kept free by a m a l l  hand-pump, oiie of 
those that tliey cleaned the deck with. They liacl to keep the haud- 
pump going continually to keep her free; but there was a large ship- 
priinp ou board. We 1~utnped with the ship’s pump after the steam- 
pump had been stopped; and, if I recollect right, it was fire minutes 
out of the hour tliat we liiIC1 to pump. While we were a t  Newinan’s 
Bay Captain Biiddirigton made several trials to get up there with the 
ship, but he never succeeded. I suppose this was with the intention of 
gettiug filrther north if he could. ’ 

Questiou. Do you suppose that, if the way had been open, he would 
hare tried to reach a higher Iiltit11de? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; if there had been no ice he woulcl have gone. 
Question. Did lie seem interested in tryiug to go northward after 

Captain EIai17s death t 
Answer. He seemed to be changenble; sometimes very much inter- 

ested in going north, ant1 sometimes he would not be. Cnptaiu Bud- 
tliugton told us it wi\s his iuteution to return on the first, opportriuitg, 
:LS soon as he got a lead of mater. This he got on tlie 12th of August, 
and stnrted, aud kept on steaining till he got to the srnull isluntl on the 
west coast, opposite Cape Constitutiou. Thrre he encountered ice, fils- 
teued to the ice, aiitl drifted for a night, and then steained agaiii R short 
time. He started right out to tlie \vestward of’ Polaris 13ily, and passed 
what we called the soiitliern fiotd, and weut iuto Kennedy Cl ia~~ue l .  It 
was his intention at the time to m:Lke the west shore as soon iis possilde, 
RO as to proceed on t h e  west shore, becaitse he thought that tile 0111~- 
clianue of fintliug open water would be 011 the westside. lie got several 
chalices to steam nt’ter he fastened to the floe; u t i 1  finally we hatl to  
f:,tsteu to a floc in latittitle 800 1‘. 

Question. Did you ever kuow of Captain Buddiugton’s being drunk 
on board ship 9 

Answer. Yes, sir ; he was drunk most always while we were goiug to 
the southward. I do not remember whether he was dr~iulc when we got 
beset with this last floe. There mas on13 alcohol 011 board, ;unci lie 
would brew beverages out of the alcohol; i t  was in the Iioltl, and 
he hat1 free access,to it. I do not know what he made of i t  j a11 that I 
know is that he used this nlcohol ; tliat is, I heard of it. I t  \vas very 
common with hiw, whenever there was any dauger, that he would like 
to driulr. 

Question. Did anybody else on board tlie ship have liquor, that you 
know of? 

Answer. I do not know of anybody else being drunk. 
We kept on driftiog with the ice until me passed Rerisselaer IIarbor? 

opposite Hayes’s winter-quarters, until one evening, ou the 15th of Oc- 
tober, 1872, in a heavy south aticl southeast gale, aud a suow-stonii a i d  
snow-drift, the ice parted, and two icebergs entered iuto the crack, 
mhicli passed right along toward the ship, pusltiitg that part of the floe 
to which the ship was tittacbetl toward the shore, and the sh ip  was witli it. 
MThe11 the two icebergs hatl passed through the crack, the ice closed in 
again, aud pressed heavily agtdnst the side of the vessel ; and the press- 
ure was so great tllaCthe ship was raised up about six feet. The tim- 
bers and skin Were cracking, and the orders were given to heave the 
provisions and clothing overboard on to the ice ; they had been kept on 
deck for that piirpose. Coal was also prepared in  sacks aud kept on 
deck for the purpose. All \vas thrown overboard in wild con- 
hision. This was in tlie night-time, with suom-storm and heavy gale. 
Pwt of the crow had to go out and collect the cod, provisions, and 
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dotbing, and carry it up farther on to  the ice, so as to save it in case 
the ice should break up ; but before the collection could be made the 
ice all broke up, and when tho ship was relieved the broken pieces 
drifted OW, and the stern.liue parted, and the born-line slipped 08 the 
anchor, so that the ship, aud the piece on which the provisions were, 
drifted of& and the men who were on the ice had to stay there, aiid had 
only time to pull the two boats, which were on the ice, over the crack, 
SO :is to get them together with the men and the crew. The ship tlisa,p- 
peared j i t  was w r y  dark, and the snow drifted, so that one could not 
see more thaii ten or tveuty yards. All we found preserved was eleven 
boxes of‘ bread, about four hundred or fire hundred pounds of peinmican, 
and some preserved meats, (several dozen Cans,) and fourteen liaitIs, I 
believe. I was on a broken piece of ice, with two other men, and the 
small scow was on that piece. We just had time to pick up the things 
and get into the scow, and we only had a 1rni:ik besides, and when we 
got over the scow IWS f1111 of water. Then they started the scow back 
for some other uien on the same piece. When they got over to them 
tlie HCOW was so full of water that she sunk, and they could not bail her 
out, and they had to seud one of the boats to get the men. I t  was all 
in the darkness, but fiually they succeeded in getting all together. 
There mas nobody lost three. 

Question. How do you lrnow; did you know who mere on the ice? 
Answer. EvcArybody known to be on the ice was there; besides. if we 

could not see them, they coiild make themselves Beard. All uiy papers 
were in a box which was thrown out on the ice, and so were Mr. 
Bryan’s j arid they were lost,. going off 011 some brolieu pieces. They 
may h a w  been piclred up afterward by the Polaris; we hare not got 
them. Dr. Bessels kept his papers on board, so that they will be on 
board when she returns. 1: was on board about firre minutes before t h e  
ice broke. Then I saw Captain Hall’s papers in Che cabin ; so that tlioy 
are, very likely, on board. I did not see the journal. The tin box was 
standing on the table and the papers were lying alongside of it. 

Question. What was the condition of the ship when she went off! 
Auswel: I had labored undcr the impression that She was siubiug. I: 

met Captain 13utldington several times while they ~l’ere heaving. the 
stuff out, and from all tbat I could learn froin him, I understood that she 
was in  a very bad condition, and inight be expected to sink.. He i v a ~  
sober then. After I got on tlie ice 1 \vas told by other persons, for in- 
stance, by Captain Tgson and the steward, that they found, before they 
went 011 the ice, tliat t>he ship mas not making auy more water thau be- 
fore. The ice kept breaking-up on the edge of the floe, aud we bad to 
remove our provisions a number of times, until finally, at 12 o’clook, 
midnight, we were perfectly exhausted, and we lay down sud fell asleep 
there. Captain Tjson was the senior o1Bcer left on the ice. Next mom- 
iug we fouud w e  were close to the shore ; that the floe brought up new 
the shore. Tliere were t w o  islands right close by j one Northurnberland 
and the other MeGary’s Island. I knew it, because I had been IDakiug 
observatious er-ery day or night, there being twilight only. I cannet 
tell horn late the observations were made up to, but i t  was a day or two 
before we broke up. We had sighted Northumberland Island tho day 
before. Then there was R lead of water, which seemed to lead right iu 
to  t h e  shore the next morning, and Captain Tpon concluded to start 
two boats in toward the island. We got the boats out and went iuto 
the lead, and were closed in by the ice, so that we coulcl not reach the 
shore. /We then pulled u p  on the ice, and while we were there, on the 
ice, the ship vas seen coming down under steam end sail toward the 
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islands. We lost her out of sight behind this island. I saw her corn- 
iug down and saw her disappear behind the island. They say she went 
into harbor between Northumberland Island and the shore. She must 
have come within about four or five miles of us, because we could see 
every sail. She hacl all sails on ; we could see the hull. She was end 
on to us, coming toward us apparently. 

Question. Did she look as if there were anything special the matter 
with her9 

Answer, No, sir. I do not think s%e could have been in any worse condi- 
tion, because, when we got away from the ship, the engine and pipes arid 
wells were frozen up solid, so that it would take them at least ten or 
twelve hours to get the engine going. So, if she had been in a much 
worse condition, they could not have kept her up. They could not have 
used anything but hand-pumps until they could get the steam, and they 
could not get that in less than teu or twelve hours. I could not see 
auybody on board. The ice between us and her was principally siuall ice. 
She was in clear water, not in auy ice a t  alL The boat-mast was erected, 
and a rubber blanket fastened to it, with the black side toward the ship. 

Question. Could jour  two boats be seeril 
Answer. 1 think so. Afterward I had an opportunity to  sce the men 

and one boat a distance of about half a mile. I thought a t  the time i t  
was a very large object to see; it is very distinguishable on the ice. 

Question. As you stood on the ice was the sky and land behind you 
or the ice? 

Answer. Ice. We expected them to come, and did noti give tip the 
hope until we saw that we were drifting off, and they did not, come yet. 
W e  did not see any hinderance whatever. I a t  the time thought there 
must be something t h e  matter with the ship, or they would have come. 
The ioe between us and the shore was the small “pasli” ice, that a vessel 
can very easily steam through; a boat could not  get through it-it would 
be stove in. I have seen the Tigress going through wowe ice after wo 
got on board of her. Captain 
Buddington had the trial of going through much worse ice once, but did 
not succeed verywell. I did not see the ship aftcr she went into the har- 
bor. The reason I did not see her was that I did not have any glass a t  
hand, and I could not see her with the naked eye ; it was getting very 
dark. That was the next day after me separated, in the afternoon. 
After I was told she had gone into harbor, Captain Tyson started with 
one boat and crew, carrying her on the keel, with the intention of try- 
ing to get across the floe and get ashore. He got across the floe, aiid got 
the boat into the water, and proceeded toward shore, when the ice closed 
in, and the boat returned to the floe. This closing iu of the ice was 
cansecl by a northerly gale setting in, nnd the drift is 0%-shore very fast 
in such a gale. The next morning we found ourselves in tlie inidtlle of 
the strait, and without tlie piece of ice that the other boat was on. 
So we lost the canvas tent aiid some six bags of bread. We had strong 
winds, sometimes southerly and sometimes northerly, principally the 
latter, and during that t ime we drifted to a point between Northumber- 
laud Island and Wolstenholm Islaud. We had the latter in sight t v o  
or three clays part of the time. From Wolstenholm Island w0 were 
carried right the  westward until w e  got to the middle of the strait, 
and then we drifted down until we got opposite Capo York. We then 
drifted to the mest, and got in sight of the southern portion of Laneaster 
Sound. We then weiit to the eastward again, so that we had no land 
in sight whatever, drifting along, perhaps in the middle of the Btralt, 
until, in the early part of January, we reached Capo Walsingham. I do 

We hacl been in worse ice iu the Polaris. 
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not remember the time ; I have a record of that. -1 kept a record on the 
ice. Cape Walsingham is in latitude 650 45/, about 120 from where we 
left the ship. We then lost sight of laud agaiu, and did not see land 
any more until we sighted some part of the Labrador coast in JIarch; 
my record will sliow. While off near Dalrymple Island we sighted the  
Poe that the canvas tent and the boat were on: We started across the 
Ice and got the boat, and got the bread in the canvas tent, and carried 
them across to our encampnient. \Ve started several times for the can- 
vas tent, and got the timber, and carried that across also. Afterward 
we started back to the same piece where we got the tent, v i th  the in- 
tention to make land ; bat when we got on to the piece the night set in, 
aud in the morning we found the water between us  and the old floe, but 
we got back to it. The floe me were on, before it was broken up9 might 
have been five miles in circumference, We were off from it for a time, 
and then got back to it, with both boats aud all the provisions. The 
surface of the floe was hillocks and fresh-water lakes. If the Polaris 
had not broken away from the floe, she would most likely have floated 
as Tie did, but she would have had an opportunity to leave the floe, and 
steam. I think that even ou the following day, after we got on the ice, 
there was a great lead of water to the southward, and if the Polaris had 
been there a t  the time, she might, perhaps, have rounded Cape York and 
got down to Tessiusak. 

Question. Will she be likely to have wintered where you saw her 
last 7 

Answer. Yes, sir, most decidedly. There is a settlement of Esqui- 
maux a t  Netlick, about twenty miles farther south, on the  same sound. 
They could go over to  the village, and, undoubtedly, the Esquiinaux 
would lisve continual conmunicetion with them. MThen we found our- 
selves on a small portion of the floe, t he  first thing was to make an 
estimate of the  provisions and what  coiild be used daily, in order to 
live through the winter. We saw that we could not get from the ice, 
and even it’ we got ashore me must live on the provisions we had on 
]land for the winter-months. It was found that eleven or twelve o i i ~ ~ o e ~  
per man would keep us five months, provided we did not get anything 
else; and it did last that. But a t  tlmes we had to come to a smaller 
allowance-to nine ounces and seven ounces. That mas before we goti 
back on to the big floe, The next thing was to erect some snow-huts 
on this little floe. We erected one snow-hut for Hans’s family, and one 
for Joe’s family, and o m  for u s ;  and there was an additiou made 
afterward to the large one, where Captain Tysoii and niyself slept. 
That was on the small floe. While ou this floe we sighted the boat and 
tbe canvas tent, and got them back to  this piece, and afterward we 
started back for the larger piece, which was jammed in close by Dal- 
rymple Island. We had not. aiiyt,hing to malm a station on the large 
ice, afid tried to reach shore, but did not reach it, because the ice drifted 
out and loft water between it and the shore, and aaso betweeu i t  and 
the small piece of ice. On this large piece we staid till close on to 
the end of March. We erected snow-houses, one for the crew, one for 
Joe’s family, one for Hans’s family, and another was afterward erected 
for the crew, and the one first erected for them was used for Lt store- 
room. We staid on this piece until the close of March. At the com- 
mencement Captain Tyson issued the provisions himself, by measuring 
the bread in his hand, and the pemmican also. At first, also, we got a 
few seals and had seal-meat and a few crumbs of bread. As soon as we 
had the snow.hate erected I made a scale. I had a very Ane Bhree- 
cornered rule and a balance. I made the.weiphts. Sorrie shot that 
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I had I made weights of, pounds and half-pounds, and clown to two 
ounces. The provisions could be weighed out very accurately then. 
Soon after me got on the large piece again CaptiLin Tyson T T ~ S  taken 
sick for a few days, axid duriug that time some of the men took i t  in  
hand aud issued provisions ; and they always did it afterward, accord- 
ing to these weights. During the winter we succeeded in getting from 
five to eight seals a month on an average. Most of' them were shot by 
Joe; some by Hans. A t  t.he commencement of Miarch we succeeded 
in getting water-birds siniilar to ducks, only snialler. We got noinbers 
ef them for two or three days. We got a bear in the mouth of March ; 
and during that month me got a great nuinber of seals, so that we had 
enough meat in store to keep us for months. We had some provisions 
laid out on the ice, and the bear smelled then,  and walked riglit up to 
the huts, so we killed him. During the morith of March the ice broke 
up, and this large piece of ice that we were on broke up also, so that WG 
were reduced to a very small piece, only about forty Sards iu diameter ; 
and this still grew smaller by being wadhed out. So, finally, ou the 
1st ofApril, i t  was found necessary to start away from the piece, and pro- 
ceed southerly, and especially westerlx, so as to find any pack-ice, and Iwep 
from going to sea. We liad but one boat, one liaving been burned up in 
the minter. The small allowance of food we had mas warmed up, and the 
boat had been used for the purpose. Prom the 1st of April utitil the 30th 
we were continually on the more. Wheuever an opportunity offexed 
itself to take to the mater, we did so, and tried to get farther to the 
southward arid westward. When me started from the piece that we 
had \vinterecl on, we, had to leave all the meat. AI1 me took was what 
we had left of the provisions taken from the ship, ~)erhaps 100 pouuds 
of bread and 45 pouuds of pemmican. AS long as we had water close 
by us, and while on the move, we could always get seals, and there was 
no fear of starvation. But about the middle of April, while on a piece 
of ice, we got beset n.it11 pash-ice, and had to stay thcre sixteen dags, 
living on this bread and pemniican, and me were so much reduced that 
we were on the point of being out of food altogether, when we shot 
another bear. He mas drifting over the pash-ice, nlliicli is much like 
suow.in the water, but very deep and stout, with small pieces inter- 
mixed, so that you caii jump froni one piece to another. The bear was  
coming .toward our piece of ice, and Joe had just gone out on a hum- 
mock to look out. UB saw the bear, and we all lay (XOWII, so a s  not to 
be seen, aud Joe and Hans vent  out behind a hummocli, and fired into 
him and killed him. We all went out and fdstcned a liue to hiin an4 
got liirn safe on to our piece, and cut hini up and stoaed the meat away 
in bags. It was issued out at so much a man. This last bear we had 
mas wry tender j the first W'RR tough. Musk-ox meat is very tough. A 
few days afterward the pash-ice opened, and we fourid another oppor- 
tunity to get into the water and go to the westward. We kept 011 so 
for several days. By that time we liad got so far soutli that the ice 
which we could pull u p  on was greatly masted, and hardly fit for any 
person to stay on, and we mere in contiuL1id danger of beiug mashed 
oE, if  m e  tried to stay 011 it. Before we got into this pash ice the boat 
got separated froin the men one time. The ice was already iiot very 
safe, arid we coi~scquently had to Ireep watch and watch, halfgoiirg toslcep 
and thdother half matching. We had a small canvas tent and  a boat; sild 
about midnight, and during the watch that I was on, the piece of ice 
broke right between us and tile boat. The general outcry was t o  stand 
by the boat. They 
had all staid by the canvas tent. They sung out to me to set the kyak 

I did not see anybody else with me; 1: mas alone. 



REPORT 03' THE SECRETARY O F  THE NAVY. 337 

adrift, which they thought might perhaps drift toward tltem, and en- 
able one of the natives to come owr  to me and help get the boat. I 
set the kydc adrift; but i t  went in an opposite direction. I tried to 
1)usli off the boat, and got it over the edge of the ice, i t  being heavily 
loaded, when the two natives came out, paddling on a small piece of 
ice with the IriaI; paddles. I hove ou t  the rope to  them, and we three 
of us gave the boat B push into the mater. 1 fell into the water then. 
We trieci to get to the other piece where the canvas tent was j but we 
had not gone very far when the pash closed in upon us. We were fairly 
Stuck there j bot there was a small piece of ice close to us. We pulled 
tmhe boat on to it, and staid there all night. In the  morning, Citptain 
Tyson arid two or three men came across to assist u s  in draggiug tho 
boat back to the stores and.to the canvas tent. I t  being night, IVO n-ere 
in clauger of being mashed off tho ice; aud, in fact, I WRS OT(arbOard 
three times. It was a small piece of ice, and a very heavy swell in the 
sea. The sea washed large bloclcs of ice right over the piece thRt we 
were on, taking the legs from under us, and mashing the hoat and a11 
tho men from one &de to the other. We staid there and held on to 
the boat frou rtine 07clock in the evening till seven o'clock i n  tlie morn- 
iug, when we launched the boat, and got off on to a piece of ice, over 
which the sea. did uot wash very much. 

I have here the notes, (kept in a note-book,) wliich consist of tlie notes 
which I macle during our drift on the ice. I kept them from dag to clay, 
and every day wheu I had opportunity, on the ice. They will give a 
more detoiletl aud correct account of what happened while we mere on 
the ice than I gave you from memory yesterday. I remember one inis- 
take that I (lid n~itlre yesterday, whicth wm, that I said that wc drifted 
past Cape Walsinghain in January, whereas it was redly later. The 
night when we were in the storm, when the sea wilshed over tho  ice. 
was from the 19th to the 20th of April. I n  the inoruing of' April 20 
we got the boat ofl this piece of ice, and arrived sofely ou anot~lier 
stiiall piece, wliich was not so much subject to t h o  sea masliing over it. 
This was in latitude 830 87'. (The observations were taken by sextant, 
ice-horizon, jiidging OS the clecliriatioii of the sun. I hatl no book of 
tables.) During this entire time wo were wet through, all of lis, and 
remained so until we got reliered by tlte Tigress, with no ineans of dry- 
ing the clothing. The evening of April 20 a seal was seen on a 
piece of ice. Captaiii T p o n  eutered tho boat with the crew, vent after 
tlie seal, but did not succeed in getting him. During the entire inontli 
of April we hatl been in the habit of slerl)iug in  tnrns, half of us sleep- 
ing in the boat, the  other having the watch. April 21 1 found the lati- 
tude to be 530 57'. During the night, between the 21st and 32~1, we hnd 
heavy snow, succeeded by heavy raiu. On this day, (April 22,) in the 
e~ening, there were OIJIY ten pouiids of' biscuits left for tlte subsistence 
of the whole crew. Before the tiwe cauio that we should take supper, 
a bear was seen, and shot iu the way I have described yesterday, and 
by this ni(wis we got into possession of new provisions. April 23 and 
April 24 i t  bail bmn raining. We were still on this piece of ice, 
which was about fiftreu yards in diameter. It niay have been, perhaps, 
nine or teu feet thiol<. The original iloe, when we first got on to  it, map 
have beeu ahout  twenty or twenty-tire feet thick. Wliere the hillocks 
are the ice is thick. There are sometimes holes in it and cr:w.ks, aud it 
is waslied out in plaLces. While we were on board the ~ h ~ p  we had 
Very ot'tcu holes made in tlie ice to ascertain its thiclrness. April 26 
WF! had a, heavy northeast gale, and R heavy swell in th6 sou. 

Questiou. Oould you sight laud at all? 
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Ansmer. We sighted land several times. The ice opened, leaving a lead 
so that we could launch the boat. Thismas the first time we had one. By 
this ice opening, leaving a lead, this mas the first stir we were eriabled 
to make: after being inclosed by pash-ice for sixteen days. We hauled 
the boat on the ice again after eight hours’ pall. The clirec- 
tioii of our course wits toward the westward. We didu’t see any land 
yet. There was a great drove of seals seen, and some of them shot. 
The next (lay .we made a new start j had to pull up on the ice again after 
an h0~1”s pull. The keel of the bout was very much in.jured and had to 
be repaired. Some seals were shot that day also. I found the lead to 
be 53” 30’. Next day it was snowing thickly in the forenoon. A large 
amount of mater was rising outside of us, but we could riot get to it, 
a n d  consequently could not stir in the boat. The following clay we liad 
a heavy west gale, the sea washing over the floe j me were compelled to 
stand by the boat, holding on to i t  so that it would not be waslied over. 
At daylight, the 29th, the swell in  the sea became so great that we hac1 
to leeve the floe t o  launch the boat, and proceed by oar to tho westward. 
We also tried the sail up, but the gale was so fierco that me came near 
g~t t i t ig  smashed 011 a large hummock, so that we had to :ibiindon the 
sail and take up the oars again. The wind chaIlg~d to tlie mestward. 
Pulled u p  the boat at G a. m. Launched the boat agaiu at 1 p. in., and 
proceeded by her. Saw a great ~ n ~ y  seals t t ~ d  shot SOUIC of them, 
and 011 this clay we also saw tho first steamer. The steniner then 
was to the mestmertl of us, aut1 ltppareutly crossiug our course. The 
bowmast was erected in the h i t ,  and tho flag hoisted up on i t  so as 
to draw tlie attention of‘ tho steamer to  our boat. At dnsk we lost the 
steamer out of sight. Pulled u p  ou a piece of ice towarc1 night, in the 
usual way, watch by match. Fires were kept up, aud seal-fat fires dur- 
ing tlie night. The piece of ice on which we were stopped last got 
smaller arid smaller. Tliese blubber-fires were kept u p  for tho purpose 
of attractiug the attention of the steamers i E  auy should be in sight. We 
took a piece of canvas and soalred i t  in the blubber, and put a picce of 
blubber on the top of the canva8. We had plenty of matches. We pre- 
served tliein in the copper cylinders which mere intended for the records. 
They were wax matches. There was not a very large supply on board, 
but they mere kept for sledgejourneys and such like occasions. The 
morning of April 29 was very fine and calm, a ~ i d  as soon as daylight 
broke \ve sighted the steamer again, a very large one, ouly about five 
miles 08. Launched the boat at once and proceeded toward. the west- 
warfl, toward the steamer. After about two hours we encouiitered a, 
close pack, and had to pull up on a piece of ice. We hoisted the flag 
ou the mast, which was ou a piece of ice about tment!y feet high j also 
made another flagstaff by lashing two oars together, aud tyiug to them 
a large blanlret ; also all the fire-arms we mado use of by iiriiig throe 
times. SOOU after we had fired t h e e  times w e  heard three shots from 
the steamer, t:lkhg this for a signal that they had heard us j another 
ahot wliicli was also fired was answered from the steaiuer. In takiug 
these shots for Signals from the steamer we must hare beeu mistalreu, 
for the steamer kept on cruising, and toward the ewning steered to the 
southward and \vas lost. About dark on the night of’ April 20 we 
saw the Labrador coast j it appeared to be forty wiles distant. Nights 
gf April 20 to 30 fires were kept up, in order to attract t h e  attention 
of steamers which might be W O U U ~ ;  but the fires were almost useless 
from midiiiglit until moruiug, ! U : L S ~ U C ~  as a heavy log set in. WO had 
been taking our turns also durlug these uights in keeping watch, and in 
the morning from twelve to five it was the turn of Captain Tjaon, 
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Wself, and the natives to sleep. A t  daylight we were called up by the 
match, and were j u s t  preparing to jump out of the boat when some 
of thein sung out, Here is a steamer close by.” Jumping out of the  
boat we saw a steamer about a quarter of a mile distant, but on17 for a, 
fe~v seconds, the fog being very thick ; then Hans had the very good 
Idea of taking to his kyak and starting for the steamer, SO, if they had 
not seen us, to attract their attention; the flag mas fastened to the other 
boat aud shots fired, and very soou we hac1 the satisfaction of seeing 
the steamer coule alongside the piece. As soon as the steamer came in 
sight first, they cheered us and wepheered them. Two boats were pent 
irom the steamer; all the men got into the boats and arrived safely 
aboard the steamer, which was named tho Tigress, a sealing-steamer 
from Bay Itoberts, Newfoundland. The captain, officers, and crem of 
the Tigress treated us very hospitably ; all the men got cleah clothing 
from the crew, and the meu were lodged in the forecastle. Oaptain 
’fyson and inyself had a room in the cabin. The Tigress had just come 
ont on a, secoud sealingvoyage, aud didnot intend toreturn right amay, 
but mas then cruising about to fall in with seals. A few days after we 
came ou board the Tigress she got beset in the ice, and reinained SO for 
two or three days ; we then saw a large batch of seals on the ice, killed 
about six hundreci of them, got about half of them ia, aut1 the chptain 
Of the Tigress, Captain Bartlett, concluded then to force his way 
through the ice to  Saint John’s, to doliver his seals and also the 
res&ued party of the Polaris. Bunuing down the coast of New- 
foundland we called into Bay noberts, remained there a few days; 
aud started for Saiut John’s, where WB arrived on the 12th of May. 
In Saint J o h ~ ] s  the whole party mas  t:tlren ashore by the American con- 
sul, and part of them lodged in tlte Atlantic Hotel and part of’ them 
1u a boardiughouse. We remained in Saint John’s until the Frolic ar- 
rived. 1 had a star-chart ou the ice, and that enabled me to take 
observations. The star-chart would enable me to take the decliuation 
and right asceiision of the star. I had a chronometer; the chronometer 
was abandoned on the ice. I meant to work the observations over, but 
had no chauce to get a, nautical almanac. My papers on shipboard 
consisted of the meteorological record and astronomical observations j 
!oca1 observations while in winter-quarters; all the surveys ; a private 
~onrnal, that is, a record of transactions j nieteorological journal of un- 
usual pheuomena; and some observatious on the iuteusity of the earth’s 
magnetism. These may be on board the Polaris. They wer0 1)ut on the 
ice, and floated off on a broken piece. We saw the Polnris stop oiice tor 
a length of time, and it is possible that the papers may have been picked 
np by the Polaris. My papers were ou the ice, and Mr. Bryan’s also. I 
only accirlentally went on the ice. I hacl a few books tied 1-111 in a bed- 
~hee t ,  and heaving them overboard, i t  fell short, and so to pick them up 
I weut out on the stern line, and then the ice parted and the ship weut 
Off. 

~uest ion.  At the time when you .were separated from the ship hacl 
YOU any idea,that the sepayation mas any other than purely :iccideiitalY 

Answer. My idea was at the comruoucement that it mas accidental, 
but I thought that they neglected to pick us up, for it, w?s possible to 
do SO. 

Question. Is it not possible, as they knew t h a t  you had the  boats, and 
the natives \yere with you, that they might have expected SOU to come 
to them t 

Auswer. It is very likely they thought we could easier get to them 
than they to us, as we had the boats and tho k ~ a k ,  bat the ship \vas 

The ice was not sufficient to keep them from picking US np. 
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safer than the boat, which is always stove by a piece of ice. We had 
to keep clear of every piece of ice sharply cornered. They thought, 
perhaps, “They have got two boats; it’ they want to get to the ship they 
cau do so ;a so they showed iudifiereuce j otherwise they woultl have 
pushed through the ice and come and picked us up. I don’t think that 
they bad any intention to abandon us, but they looked to their owu safety 
rather than to ours. I c~til t l  not see much danger about comiug through 
the ice a t  that time, and still later I saw a ship pushing through great 
deal worse ice. Tlie Polaris was not in very bad condition ; she was 
a very strong vessel. 

Question. Did not this give you an idea that the Polaris was in a 
worse condition than you thought she was? 

Answer. I did not think she mas in any worse condition than when 
we left her. I have only got to repeat the statement made yes- 
terday : Wlien we left the vessel all the connection-pipes were solidly 
frozen up-filled with ice; so, in order to get the eiigine to start, t h y  
had to take time. It must here taken a t  least from ten to twelve hours 
to get the engine to go. She could only receive additioual iujury while 
under the  pressure, and if she received additional injury, then they 
would not have been able to keep her up until they had started the en- 
gine and pumpeil her out by steam, because they were short of‘ l~aucls- 
only fourteen persons aboard. If she was injured, wo would not h v e  
seeu her the next day steaming down. 

Question. Yet when sou did part from her did she not receive endugh 
pressure to frighten everybody ? 

Answer. I thought so until I got on the ice. Then I learned froin 
Captiiiu Tyson that the small hand-pump was able to keep the ship free, 
aid that was about the same as she had been before she came under 
this hemy pressure. The Polaris mas a very strong-built vessel, and 
she would not have leaked a t  a11 unless she had received injury by list- 
ing on the iceberg. When she mas tied to the ice the tide rould raise 
her. During the course of the winter she would rise and fall about six 
feet. Wlien w e  saw the Tigress push tlirough this worse ice, me thought 
that as strong a ship as the Polaris might have pushed through the ice 
to  get to US. This is tho ground of my jt~clgnient. Tho miucl W ~ S  south 
ani1 southeast when we separated. I S  the wind had not been from tlie 
southeast, she would not have been driven from the southward. The 
ship mas driven north, and the ice we were on fetclied up on the land. 
VS’uen I speak of the floe being jammed against the land, that don’t 
mean that the floe itself’ just joins the land, but it was in connection 
with other pieces of ice which were jammed against another, eud others 
against the land. We were about five miles from the land. The ice- 
berg was to the north of us ann the island to the east of it, aiid me 
were msclged in between the two. The wind was very heavy ~ i 4 c u  we 
separated, snow and snow-storm. It mas in the evening; i t  T T ~ S  dark; 
the suu -was going down for a minter rest. I n  this snom~clrift and snom- 
storm we could not see more than twenty yards. It was a, dark time of 
year, aut1 in  tile brightest clay, when a heavy snow-drift set iu ,  the view 
was very limited. The sun would rise about nine iu  the morning in 
October aticl set about three. The stin had been clon7n about three 
hours. We tried twice to get to Iand, as I have described. Tho first 
tiiiic we were prevented by this small ice closing in between us and the 
land. When we started with the boats in the water we thought that 
tho lend went right iuto the land, and before we got about a quarter OT 
hallf a mile the pack-ice or small ice closed in, and prevented tis from 
going any farther. This mas on the small isianil called McCarx, but  
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marked ITakluyt in chart. I have no reason to suppose that Captain 
Ball dirt1 ally other t h m  a natural death. About the disease, 1 can 
OUly say what was told me by the physician. The physician told me 
that i t  was a case of apoplexy. I knew he had beeu paralyzed, so I 
believeil that he clied of apoplexy. I cannot say whether this is a 
kYlnptom of apoplexy. Long before he ever went on this sledge 
Iouruey, while we were going up  in the channel, he very often c o w  
Plaiiiecl of severe headache and pains in the neck, which were so 
Revere that he could not stand up, but had to  lie down. 1 have no rea- 
son to suppose that Captain Hail died m y  other than 8 nataral death. 
1: don’t know of auybody7s threatening him. I have never heard of any. 
1 heard Captain Buddington remark that Captain Hall’s death was it 
groat relief’ to him. I never heard anybody else malm similar expres- 
81013s. There mas no suspicion on board the Polaris of any fonl play. 
1 don’t h i o w  whether Captain Buddington was sober wlieu he said this. 
1 bare heard liim make this remark quite often, yet I did not tdro t h e  
remark as indicating any foul play on the part of Captain Bdddington, 
but I thought he did not like to be under the command of Captain Hall, 
and had a chance to come out now that he mas dead. I have seen Cap- 
tain Buddiugton intoxicated a number of tiyes, not bef‘oro Captain 
&ill’s death, but only afterward. The appearance of the country in 
latitude 800 north showed that it was visited with very severe weatlier; 
the rocks were cracked, and all the hills had ;I large amount of loose 
stones and sand in front of them, which l i d  been cracked ofY by tlie 
frost and wiud. The 1mc1 ,  and especially tho hills, were almost barren. 
IU snrumer-time they would only produce il few flowers : fie1il-ffowers 
of different colors, and without scent, and small millow-shrubs, which 
would not rise in tho air but onlr crawl along the ground. They were 
about half a foot long. The. prevailiug colors of the flowers were blue 
and red-bright colors. They are like the flowers I see i n  other places, 
but I don’t know the species. I had a eollectiou, but I have Sorgotten 
the species. The land was not covered with suow during the sumtner- 
time. In the spring all the ravines would be filled with water j it ~ o u l d  
be rusliiiig down toward the sea in great streams. The elevntious 
about our \Triiiter-quarters-Thltnlr God IInrbor-were up to 91)O and 
1,300 feet. I have taken tho eleration of all the poiqts on the east 
coast and on the west also. In the fa11 I was ordered to malce a survey 
of Tllank God Harbor. I made a survey by menns of D plnne-table, 
which I constructed. It mas twelve miles long and niae miles wide. 
The survey of the channel mid of Polaris Bay, and of the lilnd :LS far as 
it could be seen to the south, I made in the spring of 1879. I took sta- 
tions in Thanlr God Harbor and in Newmaii,s Bay, and by thcseI macle 
a sugq- of the wholo district. ltoboson Channel is about sisty-four 
miles long. The elevation from which I made the survey is 1,700 feet, 
and is in latitude S20 9‘. The liorizon is fortx-five miles distant. I saw to 
the norkli, as far 8s I could see, il bright line, which seeiiied to form a 
circle, This bright line bas been seen by several others, and was taken 
for laud by them, It was n very clear day when I saw it, aiid I took i t  
for water. It was open water, I thiuk. The only dil36culty in  getting 
farther north mould be to push througli Robeson Channel. ltobcson 
Channel widens out, 2nd very suddenly, and all the ice is gathered aud 
pressed tightly together. The narrowest part of ltobeson Chanuel is in 
latitulle S W  16‘. If any vessel could push through this narrowvestplrt, she 
could get as far as latitude 860 or SW, and, perhttps, she could go farther. 
1 was ou the east side of Robeson Channel, and could see to  the uorth- 
Ward of Robeson Channel. The land to the cant side runs round to the 
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eastward. I took the bearing of one point, which mas to the southward 
of the point I was OD. 0 1 1  the west side, on Grinnell Land, I took the 
points as far as i t  could be seen. Cape Union, on Dr. Ha,yes's map, is 
on a liue with the coast-line. The coast here runs due uorth, and there 
were several points on the other siclc. Records were made of these sur- 
veys, and were among my papers. I just took the observations at the 
time. I tliought I could see the horizon at forty.five niiles. I could see 
110 elcvatious. I jnst saw this brigbt liue, which I took to be m:%ter. 
Theseobs&rations m r e  takeniulatitudeS209',a~id wehad got to8201G'ia 

. the ship. This was thirty-eight miles farther uorth. If there were any 
elevations direotly to the north they could not he seen. The fortnation 
of' the rock up there was slate. There were souie petrified bamboo 
canes found in the slate. The soil in the lower part of' the lisrbor was 
~,maulpy. I could not give atiy judgment of the depth of soil, bezause 
we could riot dig. The ground was lrozen. The ground \vas frozen a b  
the surfitce in September. In .Mag we could dig down about niue inches 
before we got to the frost, and still later we could dig do.cvti from one to 
two feet. The lowest temperature that I observed duriug wittter-quarters 
was 680 below zero, and tliis ocoiirred in January, bot the coldest month 
was Mtiroli. During Miirch the mercury remained below the freezing of 
mercury duritrg the whole of t he  mouth. It  did not; get below S O .  'I'he 
soil was xaiitly and very dry in slimmer-time ; the moisture dried off 
rq)idly. They had rain in Thank God Rarbor while I wits ont 011 the 
ice. Wc! saw 
a gmi t  iiuuiber of northern lights. I believe that any clear clq- in will- 
ter R itorthern light could be s e w .  Tliere is iionc seen in suiunier-time, 
Dnring uight, I have thought, most every tweuty-fbnr lioni-s :I iiorthern 
light will be seen. The iiortliern lights were uot i n  great brilliaucy at 
the far north. The generid feature w i ~ s  an arch, but iit times we 1i:ive 
seen streamers also, i~tld mliere a coronii was €oruJeil me saw a rosy tint. 
Wo saw :I great many w r y  brilliantp lights, espcciallg in the 1:ititiide of 
GOO. In the sixties (GOO) the northern lights were x-ery brilliaot aud 
very frequent, sad io the serenties, far more rare; morc scarce in this 
liltittide than that we mere in j more frequent, but less brilliant, as we 
got north. Wo liad no auroral tables at our wiuter-qu;irters. \Ve es- 

. periencetl great disturbauces of the magnetic needle. The observations 
were tnede with the toagnetometer. The disturbances mere more preri- 
011s to the aurora, asbout six hours. The needle varied twelve clegi.ces. 
The original deviation may have been ~~er l iaps  forty minutes. We SRW 
a great riumbcr of shooting-stars in Noveniber aud December. They 
mere most ablindiint iu November, about the 22d. In  Noveinbcr I coiil.d 
hardly step outside of tlie observiitory without seeing a shooting star. 
Did uot see :my meteoric stoucs. We found t h e  musk-ox, white dugs, 
hares, and two kinds of lemmiugs. One has R red back arid red cap: 
the other was gray; and both were white i n  minter. The one with a 
red back and cap is a little larger. We did not catch ilny fish, 
Saw immense quantities of shrimps, but no fish. I did not eat tlie 
shrimps, but 011e of the inen hiid several dishes 011 board the Polaris. 
The shrimps mere so abundant that in order t o  clear the inent from the 
bones of tlie sldctons, me just suspended tlietn overboard half au hour, 
and the meat wasall carried away. We took two skeletons of tlic niusli- 
ox. I heard froin t h e  natives t h a t  the musk-ox that  are there are not 
the sanie as those on the coast of Labrador. These latter have :i strotig 
smell of musk,  and the meat has also a very strong taste of musk. We 
saw ducks arid geese, snipes, (the geese are like our tame geese--no 
white geese,) dovekies, and partridges. We did not see any romaius of' 

W1ientwc.r i t  is raining on shore i t  is suon-ing on the ice. 
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man, but we saw traces of Esquitnaux in Thank God Harbor., on the 
ground to the southward. We saw circles of stones, which iudicate 
;that there have been Esquimaux tents. They use seal-skin for tents in 
the Su1nmer-tilne; when they pull up the tent, tliey leave stolles in a cir- 
cle. We also found ttt Thank God Harbor the remains of Esquimaux 
weapons; for instance, the point of a lance, made of bone, and the 
smaller harpoon that they use with a line. Those remains were very 
well preserved. They were not more than ten or twenty years old. If 

are dug out of the grouud and the Bones are very old, they seem 
black; but these seerned to be very well preserved. There was another 
thing that inakes me think that they could not be very old; 
they were talcen out of a swampy soil, and this soil has been increas- 
ing 80 that me could see an increase during our stay a t  Thanlr God 
Barbor, and the depth a t  which tliese remains were found was not 
UlOI’e than two feet. The increase was such that we could see and take 
notice of it. There is another thing that has been found at  B great ele- 
vation: the rurlriers of a sled were found a t  an elevation of 900 feet 

the sea-level, on Cape Lupton. These habitations were sunimer- 
’esiclences of the Equininux. It suggested itself to us that these Es- 
Wimaux had only come there during the summer, and had gone back to 
their real place ofresi(1enco during the winter. It appears lilrely they had 
come from the west coast. 1 think so, because as far as the Esquimaus 
have beell traced on the east side is below Hurnboldt Glacier, and we did 
not thinlr it lilrely that they would start across Humboldt Glacier aud 
cpme up t o  letitude 810 38/, aud more likely they came from the other 
Sl(le, froin Grinnell Land. A very diligent Esquiniaux could livo t ~ p  
bere by pro-\liding a supply of meat during the summer; t~iere are wal- 
TW, an(1 multitutle of seals. We generally wore woolen clothing, 
which is considerably warmer than skin clothing, which is made of seal- 
&kin. It is only of comfort when the wind is very sharp, and if tho 
JV00len clothing is under the seal-skin i t  will prevent the cold entering 
through the woolen clothing. The deer-skin is the best, and bear is 
very warn, bnt we did not liavc it. Captain Hall did not succeed in 
!Zetting it. Our arms were furuished by the Navy Department, and 
lvere B,crj~ii~gton rifles and Sharp’s. The metallic cartridges were very 
Good. Joe says lie likes the Beinington rifle8. He says he would very 
mWh like to liave one. The breech broke off of the one he used during 
the whole voyage when we were on the Tigress. When I last saw the 
Polaris she was rounding Cape ltobertson, coming down toward Xorth- 
Umberland Island. I ditlu’t see her in harbor, but others have seen her- 
OU the bay ice, as I hare been told, between the islands and the west 
Shore. The sound is about twenty-five miles wide. There are natives 
a h g  here at Netlilr, where is a summer.settlemcsnt of the 1Gsquimaux. 
They leave their dogs during the winter on the island: The dogs do 
not try to get away. I think the Polaris will leave the harbor in the 
month of July, and she will have the chances of coming south and 
Betting to Disco ; there she can re-coal, aud go down to Newfoundland. 
I think she is sound enough to  go anywhere. If they should not be able 
h .Wt  her out of harbor, they can build B scow out of the timber of the 
5b1P, and go down in the same manner as Kane did. They have pro- 
v1810ns probably to last them during the winter, and on their way home. 
All the pork is or1 board ; B whole room filled with hard bread ; a great 
n?lmber of barrels of flour, rice, meal, Bc. They will not be lilcely to 

Seals, because there is 110 experienced hunter on board. It 1s very 
clla(Xdt for a white man to I d 1  a seal. There were 8 hundred tons Of 

loft at Dimo, anrI an immense quantity of stores. Disco is in lati- 

. 
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tnde G90 13’. They are about 3G0 miles north of Diwo. As soon w 
they reach $lie first settlenierit they are safe j tliis is about 250 miles from 
tlrem. There is, I ionwer,  an Eequirnaux settlement wit’hiu about 40 
miles of them. Cape York is 100 or 120 iniles from them;  that is the next 
permauerit se t th ien t .  I have no doubt about their being able to get out. 
They have ZL much easier time to get out than we had. I t  is very sol- 
clom that tlie ice-bar is beloa Whale and Murchison Sounds. The only 
difficulty they will have is to break oiit j and perhaps they will succeed 
in bre:ilririg out iii July. If the ship should not be sound, they will have 
started by this tiuie in a scow. They will have to build a sledge lor the 
scow aiid sled the scow across the ice. They would hare  to build a 
scow 40 feet Ioiig. They are well supplied with provisions. There was 
some diificulty between myself aut1 Captain Hall when we started, at 
Disco. The difficulty was occasioned by Captain Hall prohibiting rne 
from nialriug ilny meteorological observations, as  he wanted nie to at- 
tend to the n:tvigation of the ship. I thought I had to comply with 
my orders. And Capt:iiu Hall inteuded to send me back to the States. 
He ordered me to attend solelg to the navigation of tlie ship, aucl not 
make any nietoorologicnl observations a t  all. This is the only difficulty 
1 had with Captain E-Iall. I do not lmow of auy violence 011 board the 
ship-of any violence, or any symptoms of it. There was discipline its 
long as Captain Hall W:LS alive; bot I could not sre much afterward. 
During Captain Elall’s life the crew behaved pleasantly j there was no 
actual clil’ficultg after Oaptaiii Hall’s death. Our health was very good. 
There were a few symptoms ofscurvy, but very Blight j I Iiad tlio scurvy, 
b u t  not very much ; but my legs were swollen arid discolored ; w few ap- 
peared to coinplairi about their teeth and gums. Doctor 13e$sels’s health 
was very good ; Capt:iin Buddington’s hesltli was very good ; Mr. Bryan’s 
health was very good. Dr. Bessels sufiimd very mucli from his eies, and 
had very often to abandon his mork on that account. There w r e  a few at- 
tempts to malic? ~~Iiotographs, but they were generally fdnres .  We had to 
use the observatory for a dark room, rand the moisture woultl couceiitrate 
ou the plates and freeze up, and so the chemicals would peel right off. 
The night we got separated Captaiu Buddiiigton gave the orders to land 
the stores and provisions on the ice ; I heard him. Be said, ‘‘ Heave 
overboard.:’ The provisions were kept in order, so as to be ready at any 
moment. I threw my papers overboard, and Mr. E r p n  threw his over 
ou to the ice. It was understood that t h e  order would not be given 
unless it would be necessary to go on to the ice. Captain Buddiugton 
was very muoh excited when he gave the order to L b  henre overboard.” 
He ordered half the crew out 011 the ice; some men must go out ou the 
ice and collect the provisions and stores. He did not send tlie Esqui- 
maux out of the ship that I k u o ~ .  They labored under the impression 
that the ship \ms in a siulring conditiou. Then they put their cli i ldre~ 
out on the ice, and put out some of‘ their smaller articles. Captain Bud- 
dington was sober at this time, Captain Hall’s papers were aboard at 
the time. When I saw Captain €Ia,lPs journal last it was in the hands 
of Captain Buddiog&on. I never saw anybody tear anything out of the 
journal, rior bum any. I attended to the navigatiou of the ship after 
leaviiig Disco. 1 corlstructotl the ship’s track during the winter. It wa8 
very difiicult, because we had no deviation of the compass. The ship was 
not swutig to correct the compasses before we left harbor. Thbse c:tl- 
culations were among the thirigs t b t  were thrown overboard. They 
were kept by me in a box. Mr. Bryau’s were packed in  a similar box j 
I did not see them after the ship wenb off. The Polaris steamed all the 
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WS froin Disco to Winter Harbor. Ehe could not have got there with- 
out steaniing. 

Newman’s Bay and Polaris Bily in tlie summer-time we found drift- 
ivood, not large timber, but sruall brush. That which was found in 
Newrn:iu~s 13ay mas black maluut, ash, aud red pine; soiiie pieces were 
R ~ X  inches long arid some as modi as twelve iuches. It was in consider- 
able quantity, and found only on the southeru coast. I believed it c:zine 
from the European seas. This wood did not grow at Nemruaii’s Bay, 
being much larger than the native growth oc willow. It mas not cut 
but brolcen. I ~oolred carefully for wood on the northern s~iore of tlie 
bay, but could not find any. The shore runs from N.W. to SA. Drift- 
Wood was found the first suinmcr on Polaris Bay. Woocl appeared to 
be braiichcs of trees ; the pine was inore deca,yed than auy other; wiL1- 
B u t  was in a good state of preservation. When cut i t  !seemed 6,) give 
the smell of walnut; was evidently not the fragment of a vessel. 
great number of records mere lmt in monuments. When I went to New- 
1naii)s Gay I deposited one record-cylinder, coiitaining news of‘ Captain 
&ill’s death, with latitude and lorigitiitte of place of deposit. I beliere 
I surreyect a little above 840 on the west coast j on the cast coast 
about 820 30‘. The character of the coast, all along, is very sharp and 
well cleiincd-Cape Lnpton is the southern extremity of Robeson Cliau. 
ncl ; Cape Breroort is the northern poiiit of Newman’s Bay. The naine 
given to sout hem point of Newman’s Bay, by Captain Hall, was Suinrier 
Ueacllaud. Tlie shores consisted of slate, and at the base of tho cliffs 
were large quantities of brolren slate and grauite, tlie latter bring broken 
from granite bowlders in the slate rock. It would seem that a t  soiiie 
time the shores liad been covered with glaciers, but at tl iu preseu t time 
none exist, except one at the heed of Newman’s Bay, which does not ex- 
tend far to the southward ; there &re moraines visible ou shores of New- 
man’s ”BY.. One ice-floe iu Newmau’s Bay W ~ I S  three days and nights 
and halt of another day in passing ;I given point, a t  au estiriiatetl speed 
of uiue miles per day. This floe mus t  have beeu very wide, also, as i t  
seemed to occupy the whole breadth of channel, grinding against ice 
on both sides. Pash-ice on coast of Labrador was fresh-mater ice, 
ground up on the pnok-ice along shore. The water me used 011 the 
floe during drift was obtained from suiall fresh-water lakes, formed from 
suow deposits. Salt-water frozen finally gives fresh ice. 

In  the spring of 1872, Dr. Bessels addressed a writteu communication 
to Oaptaiu Buddiugton, settitig forth his wish that two sledge expedi- 
tions should be sent out under his direction-one to tho sooth and the 
other to  the north, and proposing a system of signals by which coti~uiu- 
nication should he kept u p  with the ship in the event of her leayiug winter 
quarters during the absence of either expedition. Tliis was :inswered in 
writing by Captain Bucldington, to the cEect that he proposed to take 
tlie boats and go himself Then the weather become favorable, aud no fur- 
ther action was taken 011 the matter. I believe that a partoy might have 
gone niuch farther .north by establisbing a sub-base of supplies a t  New- 
man’sBag, aid this would have been doue bat for the unpleasant relations 
existing bctweou Ciptain Buddington and Dr. Bessels, I saw the whole 
correspondence referred to, and, in fact, P rote Captain Buddington’s 
letter for him, under his direction. 

The wind was  very light, and mostly from the north. 
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Joseph EBierBing (.Esquima?ix Joe)  examined. 

I hare a home in this country, near New London, Connecticnt. 1 came 
to this country with Captain Hall, first in 1SG8, and afterward in 1SS0, 
and went with him in the Polaris when she sailed from Brooklyn. Cap- 
tain Ha11 was my friend. 

Question. Can you tell us what happened on board the Polaris after 
you left Brooklyn 91 

[An evident diififioulty in comprehending question.] 
Answer. Ship all right while Captain Hall alive. We went, first, New 

London, ‘then Saint John, then to Holsteinburg, Disco, Upernavilr, Tes- 
siusak, and to north. I don% remember how many clays from Tessiusalc 
to the north, till stopped by ice. There we remained till carriccl back 
by the ice j ice carried us back to place where we wiutered. W.e were 
tied to tlie ice. 

Question. What did you do in winter quarters? 
Answer. I went to hunt musk-ox again with Mr. Chester, with Cap- 

tain Hall’s permission, having seen animals7 tracks. 
Question. Did you go on sledge journey with Captain Hall ? 
Answer. Yes ; I drove one team of dogs ; Hum, the other, with Mr. 

Chester. 
Question. Horn far did you go B 
Answer. I don’t knor ,  but by (straight) road fifty miles from ship, a8 

Captain Hall told me. Tlie road longer than this, but fiftqy miles straiglit. 
We staid two weeks. Captain Hall called tlie place Newmau’s Bay, 
and tlie northern part Cape Brevoort. Captain Ha11 wanted to go one 
hundred miles from ship, ,but darkness came on, and he could not. Then 
we returned to the ship. 

Question. Did Captain Hdl  erect a t  Newman’s Bay a cache, or leave 
any record of his visit ? 

Answer. A t  Cape Brevoort ve buried the paper in different languages 
with yritiug which Captaiu Hall had for this purpose. We dug a hole 
in the earth, and made over it a heap of’ stone, or cache. We went on 
the ice a few miles farther north than Cape Brevoort, but were unable 
to land a t  a higher latitude 011 account of the we& ice along shore. 

Question. Do you know of’a cache erected a t  m y  other point 91 a 

Answer. Yes; whenever a party went from tlie s h i p  to any distance 
to hunt, or for any purpose, a cache was built and paper deposited. 

Question. How was Captain Hall’s health during this journey B 
Answer. Very good all the way atid back; told ine awry time me 

stopped that he was happy ; next spring would go ftrt.her north. Whes 
w e  reached the shil) i t  was dark-before supper. 

Question. How mas Captain Hall’s health a t  this timed 
Answer. Very well, fur as I know. 
Question. Did you go on board ship with him’? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Where did he live on board ship B - 
Answer. In the cabin ; with him, Dr. Bessels, Mr. Schumann, tho en- 

gineer, and Mr, Bryan. 
Question. Did YOU live in the cabin B 
Answer. I n  the cabin below. 
Question. When was Captain Hall taken sick 64 
Answer. After supper somebody tell me Captain Hall was very sick 

Questioii. Tell us all about it. 
Answer. He did not come to supper. Then I went to see Hannah. I 

jus t  after he came on board. 
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had clriven sledge very harc~, and after supper went to sleep down stairs. 
Captain Hall did not eat supper, but only took cup of coff’ee. I did not 
see him tliat night. I saw liim next morning, Sunday morning. He 
did not speak. He remained abed. Aiter breakfast he asked to speak 
to me. He says, ( 6  Very sick last night.” I asked him what is the mat- 
ter. He says, ‘‘ I do iiot know. I took dup of coffee. In  it little while 
W y  sick aiid romitiiig.” 130 was sick tlie first time two or three days. 
Complained of stomach, headache, and bone-ache. After lie got better 
I go to see him every day, every night. After a while something the 
matter with head. Did not know anything. Peri~a~ps crazy. I tried to 
speak him. He did riot Iniow ale. 1 wish to stay with him. Captaiu 
EaII called me to stay with him. After he got bettor, I asked him what 
lliade hiiii sick. He says, “ I don’t k i i o ~ . ‘ ~  Xverybocly went t’o break- 
fast. I staid with him. 1 said i \vas very glad he was better. He said. ‘‘ I have been sick Doii’t know whether I will lire or not.” I asked 
him, 6‘ Do yo11 Irnow what is matter T7’ He says, i L  I cilii’t tell what is  
the matter. Bad stomach. Very bad stomach.” After getting brcali- 
fast 1 wanted to find out what \viIS the metter with him. A man c a m  
down into the cabin, and he said nothing to m e  more. After that Han- 
mli tallied to him.  ever^' morning I was absent scal-huutiug. I over- 
hoard Captain Budclington ta lk  about Captain Hall. I waiited to hear. 
Captain Buddington said he was sick again. Dill not know me. Orice 
in a while he called, “Hnlloo, tJoe!” Then did not know me. Two 
nigbts lie was rcry sick. Died two niglits and one dn~’ after. 

Question. Did he speak to you again ? 
Ausmer. Last time clid not know nie. Wanted drink cold water. I 

tried to speak to h im He did iiot kiiow me. I gavu hiin 8 glass of 
water. I& could not swallow it. It canie from his nose. 

Question. How long W:IS lie sick altogether? 
Answer. I think about two weeks. 
Question. Did he say anything else 9 
Auswer. Notliing else. 
Question. He did not sey anything about being poisoned ? 
Answer. Yes; soniethiiig:‘. 

$uest,iou. Did yon drink of the same coffec %’ 
Answer. I do not kaow j the cook ga,ve it tb me. 
Q~est~ion. What inore did Captain Hall say ? 
Answei*. Tlia t tho  cofke made hini sick. 
Question. Was that when yon first went to see him 7 ’ 

Answer. Yes. 
Question. Did lie t : N c  to you afterward 1 
Answer. No j that  was the last time he talked in that way. 
Question. Were you with hiiu when he diet1 ? 
Answer. At  that time very sick ; did not lirrow anything; could not 

swallow. Captain Buddington called me in the moriiing. He said, 
“Captain Hall very near (lying; most dead.” Then I got up  and go 
see; liis l ) r e~ th  was gone. ItJoe nncl Hnnmih much ~ffected.] It, was 
very hard a t  that time. Our friend gone. I did not see him muoh 
when he died. 

Question. Did Captain Hall tell you at z”,y time, when he know what 
he was saying, that anybody had poisoned liiin 3 

Answer. Once, all alone, he tell uie, 6 ‘  Bad stuff in cofGee ; feel it after 
awhile ; bur11 etomnch.” 

Question. When did he tell you that 7 

1 cail’t tell sure. After getting to ship 
I told him no. he asked me, ‘6 Now, Joe, did you drink bad coEee?” 

I did not feel sick 

22 N 
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Answer. That t ime he was a little better. 
Question. That was the only time he spoke of i t ?  
Answer. Yes. 
Question. Did you ever hear anybody else speoli of i t  9 
Answer. Some t ime after that 1 lieard Captain Buddington and all 

the men in cabin talk; I did iiot lmow what they mean j 1. could not 
understand all they say ; cau’t say what. 

Question. You saw Captain Hall buried ? 
Answer. Yes; my wife and little child. 
Question. Who read the service ? 
Answer. Mr. Bryan. 
Question. Who dug his grave 41 
Answer. Captain T ~ O I I ,  with some rrien ; Nr. Morton ; dug with pick- 

Question. What did th6.g put over his grave ? 
Answer. A board, with painted marks, at the head of the grave. 
Question. What did they do after his death ? 
Answer. Nothing rnuch j at that time very dark. 
Question. Was there any quarreliiig on board ship before Captain 

Auswer. Not much tliat I understood ; I was out sealing erery day. 
Question. After Captilin Hall died was there any quarreling ? 
Answer. Very little-somct‘ 2 imes. 
(Juestion. How did O:Lptaiu Buddiugton treat yon ? 
Answer. Pretty well; not so good as Oaptaiu Hit11 after that ;  he 

treated iis pretty well. 
Question. \I7hat happened till the time you were left or1 the ice ? 
Answer. We staid 011 board till Tyson :tnd Ohester went  nort,h in 

boat ; 1 was riot allo\~ed to go with them. Captaiii Ha11 told nie that 
we must go north before we turued back. Once in a wliile I asked Cap- 
tain Budiliuqton to let me (10 sometliiug before we return to Atiiericii. 
I would like to go north before going south. Captaiu Buddiiigtou told 
loe to go aboard ; he would not let me go north with the part,;v. Mr. 
Chester before, with Doctor Gessds and Mr. G r p n ,  went south some 
two weeks; I went with them. But Captain Buddington would not 
let nit: go north, 1 asked hiiii to go ou expedition proposed-one boat 
for Iktxis, another for me. He s d ,  ( 6  You 110 go j .you stay aboard 
ship.” It made me feel bad. 

Question. What did you do besides li~inting 9 
answer. Xearly all the men werit iu the expedition. I had work 

aboard shil) to do. 
Question. Do sou remember when you lost the ship 41 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. How did you get out of the ship ? 
Answer. There was a big floe that the ship was alongside two 

mouths. Came south with it. After gettiiig supper one night the ship 
came pretty near shore. Somebody called me aittl told me to get every- 
thing ready. I weli t  on deck. In  a little nliile ship JWS shaken by ice. 
Tipped up. Everybodj- worked to get pro- 
vision and clothing on ice. Captain Buddington fient us  down on tho 
ice. Then Rnniiiih and little girl got 011 ice. Blowing hard. Very 
(lark. Half the men on board ship. Meu working o t i  the ice. I was 
helping. I had rifle and nmmunition. Took C:IW of uiy rifle for fear I 
ehould need. After while wind came Iiarder. Storrniiig. Ico broke be- 
tween ns and the ship. Ship floated off’. In  a littie while we lost her. 
The.anohor holtliug ice l ~ a d  broke Lway. We waited till daylight. I 

ax tbrough the stone md frozen ground. 

Hall died P 

I never went north again. 

Shoved up on beam-ends. 
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thought we sliould never again see steamer. After cla$light I sa’w, the 
other side of cape, smoke. I thought the vessel would come to look for 

We p i t  big rubber 
blanket on mast, but they went back of islaud and did not come for us. 
Can’t tell whether they were much injured or all right. Ship no leak. 
No hurt about it. I went to look after my things, ancl in a little while 
ship gone. 

Captain thought he would lose ship. 

WG could see ste:am-pipe on board ship. 

Question. Yon don% think they left yon on the ice on purpose. 
Answer. So, ice broke. 
Question. Do yoii think the ship could ret’urn to you t 
Answer. Everybody think she could come back. 

Question. Have you with you anything belonging to Captain Hall 1 
Answer. Yes. I have Captain Hall’s writing-desk. 
I Witmess1,roduces writing-desk, containing scveral packages of letters 

addressed to Captain Hall, and otlier papers.] 
Question. Where did you get this 1 
Answer. Froin Captain IZriddington. He told me, a t  fir&, that it be- 

longed wit11 the ship’s papers, but a t  last he give it to ine. It \vas put 
O u t  on the ice with tlie other thiugs from ship, where I found it. I lived 
on the ice w i t h  Ca,ptain Tpon.  Men n7ere sometimes hungry and 1111- 
m y .  

Question. Was evorybocly on board ship well when yon saw them 
last 9 

Answer. Yes. Dr. Bessels, Mr. Brym, aud everybody. Plenty of 
seal-meat. Plenty of provisious. 

Question. 110 you think the ship safe1 
Answer. I don7t h o w .  Tf they try to save it they will save it. It is 

very strong. Can be sawd. 
C,)uestion. Do you want to return North ? 
Auswer. I would not like to j Captain Hall my friend. With a ninn 

like him, I woulil go baclr. Uaptaiu Buildington get drunk sometimes, 
little after Captain BdYs death j didn’t see i t  before. Once in D whilu 
Captain Hall would distribute little liquor to crew. 

Question. Is there anything clse you can think of, or that you want, 
to tell 1 

Answer. Captain Hall good man. Very sorry when he die. No get 
north after that. Don’t know nothing inore. 

Ice in suiall pieces. 
Had gone through inucli worse ice before. 

Hmmah ( w i f e  of Joe) examined, Joe remaining present. 

Qucstiou. You are the wife of Joe t 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. Arid sailed in the Polaris with Captain Hall B 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. I1icl anything remarltable happen before yon got to Disco t 
Answer. Nothiug. We weut north, stopping a t  Uperurtvilr and Tes- 

Siusak, and thence till stopped by the ice. Atter we were Stopped by 
the ice the ship was driven bnck, and thoii went into winter quarters. 
1 l’ernember Captain Elall~sdeparture on the nortlzeru journey, and his re- 
turn. I came tiown on the ice to see him. He was pleased with his 
Journey. Had had a good time. I30 said he would fiuish next spring. 

Questiou. Wlzeii did you next see Captxiiu Hall on board ship B 
Answer. About an hour after gettiug ou board Osptain Et11 sen+t the . 
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little girl to call ine up. I found 3fr. Morton uudressing him, and mash- 
ing his feet. Captaiii H:iII was sick He spoke about being sick and 
vomiting. He said he hsrl vomited three titncs siiice he came on board. 
I aslred him if’ he had got cold. He said he felt well enough iu the 
morning, 

Question. Was he numb on one side? 
Answer. He did not say. 
Question. What (I:*’ he say else ? 
Answer. Nothing vl;eatthattime. 

for journey with Tyson and Ciiester. 
better riglit off, and wanted nie to be ready next clay but one. 

Question. Did he say anything about the coffee 1 
Answer. Not a t  t h a t  time. 
Question. When did lie my auything about i t to  you? 
Answer. Next day. Very siclr tlieu. Worse thau last night. I ob- 

served him close. He was very sleepy. He felt bad. He wanted to 
keep still. Did riot say inncli. 

Questloll. Did lie say auything to you about coBee being bad ? 
Answer. After h e  had been btid about the head he begau to get bet- 

ter. Then he ti~llred about the coffee. He said tlie coEee macle him 
sick. Too sweet SOY him. 

Question. He said i t  was too sweet for hiiii 1 
Answer. Yes. T h t  was all. 1 used to m;dw coflee for hiin and tea. 

He said he never sow anytliiug like the cotiee hu  took 011 comiug on 
board. 

Question. Did he say anything to you about anybody having poisoned 
h i m  1 

Question. When something was t h e  matter with his head, and lie 
was hallooing and talkiug, he spoke of soinebody having poisoned him ; 
but only mlien he was crazy. 

Questiou. Did you believe anybody had poisoned him ? 
Answer. No ; I did not believe it. 
Question. Did Captain Hall have my quarrel 1 
Answer. No quarrel that I kiiow of. 
Question. You mere with him every day while sick? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. You never heard l~i~n.~;iccusc allybody of hsring poisoned 

him, except when delirious ? 
Answer. No. 
Question. Did Captain Hall speak to you after his first sickness rc- 

garding his Seelings ‘i 
Answer. Captain Hall told me after his first sickness that his stomach 

mas all right, aud thought he would get better. 
Questioii. Did he tell you anything about his papers? 
Answer. 0, yes. He said to take care ofthe papers; get them home, 

and give them to tho Secretary. If auything hac1 happened to the 
Secretary, to give them to some one else. After liis death 1 told Cap- 
tain Buddington of this charge several times. He said he woultl give 
them to me by and by. 

Question. Were you with him when he died? 
Auswor. Yes, sir. 
Question. How was he when he died S 
Answer. Very bad. Would halloo. Be wanted Captaiu Buddington 

to come up stairs. Jos got up. All the rest got up. Did uot know us 
then. He  thought he was dreaming. I asked him what he was about. 
He did not know what he was saying. Ee looked at me, and wanted to 

HexmBed me to make ready things 
He thought he was going to get 

‘‘ It made me sick and to vomit.” 

i 

r, 
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where Hannah was. Did not ~ U O W  me. Then? till ship came south, 
Joe mas hunting, and I remained on board. 

Question. Do yon remerhber when you Iost the ship V 
Ansmer. Yes, sir. 
Question. How was tha t ?  
Ausmer. The wind blew hard. We mere driven on ice. Captain 

Buddington thought the ship. mas going to be lost. Ordered every- 
thing ready to go on ice. I took nix clothes. We tried to get every- 
thing 08, We all worlred like horses. Everybody tumbled over 
everybody. Then I went 01: the ice, aud then came aboard again. 
I had left my trunk 011 board. I asked the fireman who was 
1)~mping how tho ship was. He said the ship mas a11 right. Was 
llot tipped oyer a t  this time. He was pumping close to my door. 
I€.e said, " YQU need not carry angthiug more out, yon will conic 
iiboard :ill right to-night!' I staid down in cabin a few minntes. Cap- 
tain Bucldiugton told m e  to go on ice, and to talie my things with me. 
I told hiin that fireman said, ship all right. 13e replied, '' Never you 
mind; take little girl sui1 go 011 ice." BIr. Myers caiue on ice l i t tk after 
I did. I n  a, few minutes ship went. Very dark. Snowing thick, wet. 
The ship broke away froin us. Tho hsvser slipped froni anclior, wliicli 
had been plunted in tlie ice. It was gone in a. few minutes, it was so 
dark. 

Questioii. Did you see the  sbip Agnin? 
Auswer. Yes, next inoruing. I We tried to go on shore, to the ship, 

but we were prevented by the drifting ice. Then me got back on tlie 
same floe. That iiiglit we were blown away and floated OB. We nevek 
S:LW the sliip again. 1 think tho sliip \vonlcl h a r e  snlretl us if slio had 
COIUH out alter us i n  tho first place, but the  Iieavy wind carried us OK 
We felt bad eiioiigh. 

Questiou. Don't you tliink they tried to conic to yon t' 
Answer. Don't believe they saw us; me saw tlieni. 
Question. Do yon think the ship is all right now B 
Answer. 0, yes j i t  is safe. It is in a very good place. There are no 

icebergs thcm. They tire behind a little island. They will be able to get 
out in the sainmer-time. 

Questim. Do you think they have plcnty of nrovisions ? 
Answer. 0, yes j sonie Esquirn:inx there. Thcp can ll l l l l t  for fresh 

meat. Es,quininux can couic to them as soon as  the ice is made. ,vYe 
floated oft on this cake of ice. We were on it nearly five months. 
Then me traveled from piece tq piece. 

Question. Who was iu comm~iud of the party on the ice V 
Ansmcxr. Nobody. 
Question. M'ns not Captain Tyson in commnnd 1 
Answer. Well, he did not 1i;ivc much. He conld not control them. 

Be tried to do everything he could. He W.IS A good man. We have 
known Iiiiu a, good many gears. He tried to do everything for tho 
best ; somet,imes they would iiot mind hini ; I sorry, and Joe very sorry 
too. Sorue time little pro\'isions Icli't; just before we were talion 08, 
itbout Q week, we tliciught, we mero going to starve, but tho  bear 
saved us ; the bear c;ime across the pwk-iw. IIe smelt, the seals, arid 
the people. J o e  ohafied him ; the 111eii laid donw ont of sight. Ybese 
aniuials sometimes go out on t h o  ice in that \viis. Have wen Bsgni- 
niaux crazy sometimes. No doctor; soine of us  t d r o  cnre of him j some- 
times men, and soiiietimes women; don't know mh:Lt makes it. 
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Huns Christiun exambed. 

Question. Do you talk English ? 
Answer. Very little. 
[The examination conducted principally through interpretation of Joe 

Was in the ship when Captain Hall died ; was vrith hiill in his journey 

Question. Was Captain Hall well 0 
Answer. Yes, very good. Came aboard i u  af‘ternoou ; pretty quick he 

Question. Were you with liiin while he was sick ’i 
Answer. I  as alongside of him after he was sick 
Question. Was he crazy 0 
Answer. I don’t know. (After urging by Joe.) Pes, all the time. I 

remember the night when we lost the ship. 
Question. How did you get out of her ? 
Answer. I took wife and children out, and put them on the ice. I 

thought ship \vas gone. Ice soon broke. Liue break, arid ship went 
away in t h e  night. Little use on the ice. We flouted on the ice for six 
months. Killed two bears and many seals, and a t  last werc, picked L ~ I  
by Tigress. 

Hanriah was directed to ask Hans if he hac1 anything more to say. 
[Hannah.] Too hot here j 
children sick, and he wants to go home right off. 

[Hans much pleased at promise of return to Green1and.j 

and Hannah.] 

north ; with Mr. Cliester ancl Captain Hall. 

got sick; don’t know what was the matter. 

He  has nothing further he mimts to say. 

John Herron, steward, exuniined. 

I vas born in Liverpool, but am R citizen of the United States j 31 
years of age, aiid was a steward of tlie Polaris, and sailed with her 
from New Pork. Aster leaving Uperiiavilr, we were progressing north- 
ward. Were stopped by the ice a little, but f b m d  our way through i t  
across Melville Bay, and up Smith’s Sound. Went on till we came to 
what w8s supposed to be Kaue’s Open Polar Sea. We fouiid that to be 
a bay. Captain Hall called that bay Polaris Bay. Went beyond that 
through another bay, about thirty or thirty-five miles wide, which Cap- 
tain Hall called Robeson Channel or Strait. We went up this chariuel 
to latitucle S20 1G‘; that was what the scientific wen made it. Don’t 
think Captain Hall thought i t  was higher, a t  least didn’t hear hiui say 
ahythiug to the contrary. I could not see through the strait at, t h a t  
time, as i t  was hazy, but the following summer I could. We came down 
into Polaris Bay, where we had our winter-quarters. We put provisions 
ashore, and built an observatory on shore for the scientific men. 011 
the 12th of October Captaiu Hall went north on a sledge-journey. A 
very storniy winter-day set in, aucl. I was afraid he would sulfer from tlie 
cold. When he Cam back I asked him if he had beeu in snow-houses, but 
said he had been traveliug all thc time. He came back 011 the 24th 01’ 
October. I met h i m  in the gangway, and shook hands with him. 1Ie 
seeined pleased with i b e  I V : L ~  things had beeii going while he W ~ L S  
away. Presume he had a good account from Captain Buddington. UC 
thanked @e meu for coriducting themselves so well wliile away. W ~ C I I  
he came into the c&in tho heat seemed to affect him very much. Tho 



REPORT O F  THE SECRETARY O F  THE NAVY. 353 

temperature in the cabin mas about GOO to 700; outside i t  was about150 
to 20° below zero. I think the change of teinperature affected him. All 
our men have suffered, and I myself have suffered vcry much since mc 
came abo;ird tho ship Tigress. He asked me if  I had any coffee ready. 
I told hiiu tlipre was always enough under way down stairs in the 
galley. I asked liim if he .croiild hare anything else. He said 
that was all lie mnnted. J went down stairs and got a cup of 
coffee. 1 did iiot i n a h  the coffee. I told the cook i t  miis for 
Captain Hall. Re drank white lump-sngar in his coffee. Never 
cared for will:. He then took a hot-bath, a foot-bath, with a 
slmge. He did not complain of feeling nnnwll when lie drank the 
"Up of coftec j said lie felt tired, and soon after laid down for the n igh .  
I don't think 110 was sick that night. He might possibly have been 
Sick witliOut my liiiorniug it. Not uiitil a couple of clap afterward he 
had the doctor attend to him. He was not a man to take much medi- 
cine. Dr. Bessels attended him. I think it mas on the third day 
when he took to his bed. He \vas taken down suddenly. I thought it 
was the heat, and t h e  doctor said i t  was apoplexy. He might lieve been 
1)aralyzeti before he died. I do riot remember about that. There were 
a few tiuies when 1 thought h e  seeiued to be gettiug well. I saw him 
sitting i l l  the cal)iti dressed mid writing. 1 aslied Mr. Mort(on liom he 
\vas. We had another place for 
d iu i~~g ,  and I clidii't go in vcry often through the dag. I did not see 
him die, bat sllortly after. It was iu tho inorning, ;t little of t'liree 
O ~ C ~ O C ~ .  I have forgotteu the day; soiiie t i m e  iu  the early part of No- 
vember. 

Question. Did you liear that he accused auy one of trying to  poison 
him 

Answer. I have heard him pass remarks of that kind about his medi- 
cine, but did not take any notice of it. One night he ihrem his cur- 
tail18 aside and said $he cook liad a gun ia his bed, and wanted to 
shoot him. 

Question. Did you have any idea that he died from ally other than 
natural causes 1 

Answer. NO, sir j and have no other idea tlran that now. 
Question. Was t,here auy quarreling betweeu him aud anybody else B 
Answer. There was sou~ethiug that was iiot right betweeu him and 

Mr. Meyer a t  Disco. Sornethiug about an order he n~onld not obey. 
Captain Hall wishe:d hiin to do some mriting for hiin, which he refused 
to do. Captain Ea11 told hiin lie was the oEcer of blie vessel, and Mr. 
Meyer said he had his orders frohi lieadquarters. Cepfaiu H;all wished 
him to produce t,hese orders, and then Dr. Bessels took t h e  thing up aud 
said that if Mr. Meyer wn8utmed to go on shore he could do so. The 
men said if ho did t>hey would (lo tlie.ssme. Ctiptaiu Hall then went 
himself aiid spoke to the men. The consequence was Mr. llIeycr weut to 
his duty, and Dr. Bessels to his. During Captain Hall's life-titile there 
was nothiiig inore of this Iriird. I think every iuan respected Captain 
Hall very inuch; 1 CIO not believe there is any one that would have done 
anything ivroiig to him. There was a cooluess between him and Dr. 
Bessels; I dou't believe h e  was the mau he expected when he left the 
United States, arid he could uot hell) s~io\ving it sometimes. That is the 
Only reason I can see for it, Captain Hall died and was buried, and 
the ship lay in winter-quarters until t,he next sutnmer. We drifted up  
alongside an iceberg, whore a spur iilade out under her bowv. K e  c ~ u l d  
uot get her OB, and she rode on t h a t  all winter, rising and falling with 
the tide, straiuiug her stein so that  she leaked vorg bad nest spring 

We did not eat in t h a t  cabin tlieu. 
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when she broke out. That mas the oiily leak she 1i:id. I iiever knew 
lier to make inuch water on the passage. Duriug tlic wittter we done 
w r y  little j wheii the weather permitted the ineu cleaned clecks but most 
of the time they had nothing to do but amuse themselves; The sci- 
entific meu kept np their obser.c.atious night, and day, relieviug each 
other-I inem Dr. Cessels, Nr. Brjan, aucl Mr. Mcyer. l i i  tho spring 
they went OLI au expedition north. Captiiiu Tjson went in orie boat, 
Mr. Chestrr in the other. I did not go with tliein j I mas with the 
ship. I didn't take notice what the teinperatnre was there in tlie summer, 
but in quiet weather, when there was not wind, i t  mas very nice weather. 
There was not very much mow j the snow that f':,ills there is as fine 
;I$ flour, so fine that if we were uot dressed in  skins i t  woulcl go right 
through our clothes. There mere plenty of fiowers there; they grow 
out of a kind of' moss that grows there j there w e r ~  several specimens 
brooght aboard the slrip. I f  the ship comes home tliere will be plenty j 
I have none here with me;  could not save any. I reinember seeing 
some timber that had been carried t~here-part ol' n sleigh. There were 
traces of Esquirnaus in Polaris Bay ; they seeuied to come down in the 
fall and go up again in the spring. There was also a little drift timbcr 
brought back to the ship j it W:IS so much woru could not say what kind 
it mas. They hac1 also iiiade A fire iii Newman's Bay. There were son20 
records put aslioro iti Polwis Bay, in :t iuountaiu j I have forgotten the 
itmie. I heard them speak nbont i t ;  I did not see tlieiii do i t ;  but of' 
coiirsc; it mas done. Captain Ha11 threw soiiie o f  tliose c j  liuciers over- 
board with records in. \Vu fiunlly started to go boiith i l l  August. We 
had tried to go farther north. We went oil the inotuit:ziii :iild could see 
pretty good water to the north. Just  a t  tliat time we thought we wonld 
linve little difficulty in gettiiig north. Finally couclutled t o  go south j 
tried to pick the best route. We had about 40 or 50 miles pretty 
straight r u n ,  and tlieri got beset; drif'ted ivight don~ii a d  got surrounded. 
We tried. several times to get out j we tried to get into one OS the leads, 
but found it  impossible; if we had nioi.e steam-power we could have 
done so. The screw of tho steamer IT as beut j the ice had becn knock- 
ing against it. 

I remember the night we got separated from the ship ; it was the 15th 
of October; it was almost wltogether dark in that latitude then j it h:tp 
penerl in t h e  euenin.g;: witid w a s  blowiug; c:uiiiot say if i t  mas siiom- 
ing; i t  is al\va,gs dritting there. I did not keep auy record :~boarci the 
s h ~ p ;  I did not have time. On the ice 1 did. Tlie ice came pressing in 
on our starbo:ird side. Captain Buddingtou gave the word for evcary 
Ius1.n to save what  he coultl, and look out for his life. TVe bat1 evorg- 
tliiug brought 011 deck for such a11 occasion j evcJrythiiig was it1 readi- 
ness. Tlie first thing we done was to place the womeu tint1 children on 
the ice, expcctiiig tlic ship to go clo\rii evcrx minute. Next thing we 
threw over 1)rovisious j we threw them so fast that  ,wine of them were 
getting. lost. Cnptaiu Buddingtoii sang out for some of the ineu to get 
on the ice. We got 011 the ice to move the things back, : ~ i i d  theti wcut 
itboard to get suine cooking-utensils. I went abo~rrtl to ltaiid soino 
t,hings out j I had bceii out :t$iiii but a, f b ~  minutes wIieii they sang 
out, 6~ ~ o w e r  tbc boats." Tlto ice we mare oil was cracltiug. Tlic ship 
slipped alichor, aiid in three or four miiiutes we w(:rc: afloat on diffcreub 
Ibieces of ice. We had 311 im- 
iiiense quantity of provisions, but saved very little of thoui. We tried ' to got ns~iore iiextl morniug. \lie tllought by iauiiching il bo;~t we could 
take everything we had :ishore. mTe got about half a mile wlien the 
suuuing ice stopped us. 

The ship \cent away in tbe darkness. 

We saw the ship to the north\mrcl of LIS ; 
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Answer. Yes, sir; she is in very good’~inter-clunrters; by nest, 
nionth will be inaking water. They hare  plenty provisious aboard. 
They have fewer people than we. There are fourteen men on 
board; we have sixteen. They have got rice; plenty of flour, 
enough to have fresh bread everx day. They hare about twenty- 
five tons of coal on board. Would not have enougli to  steam to Disco. 
Could steam over, no doubt, with the wind in their favor. Captain 
Tysou had cominaud on the ice: bat  he iiever seemed to take inuch of 
:I lead. Ererything seemed to go along very well. Captain Tysou 
stopped with Joe and Hannah, and I saw liim very seldom. Hans and 
his family had a mow-hut built for theinselves. There was not a, great 
deal of’ commandiiig on the ice. It was not wauted. When we didii’t 
do what he directed, it turiietl out wrong. (Exliibiting records.) T’hese 
are the original records kept by me 011 the ice, tliree sin:ill books in load- 
pencil, and these are copies which I have had made for convenience. The 
recolds were made from day to day 011 tlie ice, wheiiover I had an op- 
1tortunity. I made thein every (lay. They give a detailed acconnt of 
what happened to 11s until we were rescued. When I was scpar:itecl 
from the Polaris everybody was well. Dr. Bessels was mell. He hac1 
been in good health from the beginning. I never heard him coniplain, 
except from snow-blindness. Mr. Bryan had been in good health all the 
time. Very much respected 011 board tlie ship. Everybody liked him. 

Question. Do sou tliirik, bltrriiig accidents, there is any doubt of tile 
ship’s coming out all right? 

Answer. I tliinlr she will. I said all along that I expected we might 
see her in New York or Washington wlien we got back. 

John TV. C. Xruger, seaman, examined. 

Witness stated that on shipboard he was often addressed as Robert, 
I was born in Germmj-. I have lived in this country, but :zm not 

naturalized. Am twenty-nine years of age. 1 sailed in the Polaris fro111 
Washington. I remarked riotbing of importance between h’ew Yorlr 
and Disco. At Disco there was some grumbling in regard to th(> (‘grub.” 
Itumors mere afloat in  the ship that Dr. Bessels, Nr. Meyer, 3Ir. Ches- 
ter, aud the engineers, and Captain Buddington were about to leave tho 
ship. There was some talk among the crew, but it iiniouuted to noth- 
ing. We didn’t know a t  the time that it had :ett8raoted the attention of 
Captain Hall. 1 did not hear auything of i t  from Captaiii B~idilingtou 
himself. It amoiinted to  notbing alter we left Disco. We mere rery 
well content. From Disco we went to Uper~iavili, aiid f ~ o m  there to 
Tessiusalr, and t h e w s  we proceeded north, and in a couple of days 
sighted Cape Yorlr. We passed that evening Cape Athol. We saw ;I 
good many walruses. We set our course iiortli along the Greenlaud 
coast as far, I believe, as Dr. IIi~yes~s winter-qaorters, Port Foiilkc. We 
crossed the strait about this t ime  to tlie west coast. Wo Iaiicled with 
our boat a t  Cape Frazer, but found it was too  hallow water, aud so 
proceeded on our TV:LY uorth. We passed Cape Co~istitution, Dr. Kane% 
highest point. We steamed on north for a couple of d:iys, ::id reached 
w h t  \vas lrriown as Kane’s Open Sea. We iooi~cl a good dc:d ol‘ Titter, 
but 011 both sides land, forming a lnrge bay. Wr went f‘i.01~1 there to 
]ntitu(je 820 16’. We could see land on both sides of us farther north. 
We were beset the]-e \vitli ice, m d  took some of our 1)rorisions 011 the 
ice, in ease WB should h a w  to 1e:~ve tlle shill. I believe we wore deliiyed 
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two Qr three days on tliis floe. When the ice separated again we steamed , 
south toward t h e  east coast. We niade our latitude SI0 3S', aud Cap- 
tail1 Ball nailled the position Thnnlr God Harbor, in Polaris Bayv. The 
barbor was formed by au iceberg. It was a very poor harbor. M T ~  toolc 
Provisioii out of the ship to the shore, arid tried to secure our ship as 
well as possible. The ice soon set around us, aud we prepared to bank 
Our ship. He 

He \vas ac- 
cO1npanied by Mr. Chester, Hans, Joe, Captain Tysoii, mitli tn7o sledges. 

seemed i n  good hesltli oil his return, but after lieliad been about an 
bur aboard lie was reported sick, with rumors of apoplexy. I think I 
did llot see hiin while siclr, but oiily after his death, ill his coffin. We 
Irere very sorry \vlien he died, because Captain Ha11 liad been very liiud 
to US, aricl with him all orcler aud cou~ineud in tile sliip  diet^, too. Cap- 
tain Budclingtoii took command. During the wiuter I was  engaged with 
the tide observa,tions, nn(1 don't know much of  aaairs in tlie ship. I was 
'\'it11 llormarill Siminous, ailother inember of the crew, iiow om board the 
Polaris. I rliade tliese ti(1sl observations first a t  Dr. Bessels's ortlers j 
afterwards at Cuptain Bacltlingto~i~s. I perlbrrued this duty nntil the 
1st of May. I niade tile observations about fifty yards from tlie ship. 
411 accurate record was Isept. The highest tide that I noticed WLS 7 
h t  s iuclics at spriug-tide. TIE lowest neap tide was asbout 2 feet. ~u 
May I was  taken froin. this duty, and was piit to work ut' the boats, 
'Ilarlring the lead lines. Nothing further occiitred on board ship until 
\ve set out with the boats north. 1 was in Mr. Chester's boat. Two 
boats weiit uorth ; Mr. Chester in coiiimand of one, and Captaiu Tyson 
of the other. After we had been about three days ubseiit from the ship, 
we mere unfortuuate euough to lose our boat. We saved nothiug but  
our lives, and Our boat was completely smashed to pieces. Tlie ;mi- 
( h t  happened about 9 miles from the ship, aiid we sooii got baols to the 
Sllip agaiu. Tlien Mr. Cliester i~quired of the boat's crew, whether we 
~V011ld be willing to go with the plitent c a i i r a ~  boat. We weut witli our 
canvas boat as far liorth as possible. I believe i t  was liltitude $10 61' 
26'1, in tlie lnouth of Newman's ~ a y ,  mliere we had to  lie on the ice. 
We coulc~ not, reach tlie silore. We c o u ~  recognize Cape Uiiion about 
35 miles (listant, on the west coast. o n  the other side we found a cape 
'vhich Capkiiii Hall iiained Cape Brevoort. He \vias as far as tliilt oil 
his sledge journey, I lieard atterwar(1. The ice tllat we S:LW \WS very 
Qluch built up, and we did not see any cliance of getting.tlirougIi with 
OW boats. I don't 
exactly knovi how long me laid in Newman's Bay. Mr. Chester ex- 
I1ressed the wish that me should have more provisions. We had  wry  
little-oilly about a montli~spro~-isions. Hermanu Simmons and 1 started 
for tile ship to get inore provisions. It was aliout 23 miles to  the ship. 
me found her in  open water, an(] in a very 1e;ilry condition. Captain 
Buddington waiited to keep us aboard, and didn7t want lis to return. 
After we hac1 been atbour; two hours aboard, the Polaris steained north 
to try and reauli the boats, but could not get so far. We ]:hid right 
owr  in the straits drifting. Next morning we landed Hans, with a let- 
ter for Mr. Chester to come aboard immediately with his boats. HmS 
Welit up, and they returned with Dr. Bessels. The rest of the party re- 
mained in ~ojvman7s Bay. We r;ried t,o malro our w n ~  during the iiight 
uorth again. Ice stopped us, and me had to return south. 
said to Captain Buddiiigton that ho was ltot able to work his boat witli- 
o ~ t  his meri. 80 \?'e left next tlay wit11 provisions, and tlie letter for 

Chester. This letter was given afterward, by Mr. Chester, to (kp 

A t  that time (hptaiu Hall started ou a sledge jouruey. 
away fourtee11 clays, aiid returned well and healthy. 

Tile straits were completely blocked by the ice. 

Dr. Bessels . 
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taiu TJ-son. When he had sent tho letter, and ascertained that the lat- 
ter was in :L very poor conclitiou, lie rcturnetl to the ship from the l;tud. 
He left tlie boat iu Newiuau's Ea)-, and returned to tlic shore from the 
land, with ]lis crew. We laid over some days, lingering, to see if we 
could get a chauce to get tiorth ; but it was of no use j tlie ice was very 
bad; i t l id  then Mr.Cliester iiiatle up his iriind to return. We rolled our 
boat 011 the sauie lilaee nlliere tlie other boat \\-as lyiiig, and returned to 
tlie ship. The ship was pumped uutil that time by steiun j but after we 
got oii board we set our deck-pumps to work and pumped her by hand. 
She  made considerable water, ant1 after having been agrouiid, macle 
much more. The ship was hurt iu the followiug manner : Iii the latter 
part of November i t  set in a heavy gale; we were iienr the iceberg, in 
Polaris Bay. We dropped our secoud anchor, but, notwithstanding, 
got listed 011 Proviclence Iceberg, as Captiiiii IIall.callec1 it. Later we 
got O L ~  shii) fiirtlicr 011 the berg, and the ice being w r y  strong, we could 
do little with it. After i t  seeiiied that the foot of the iceberg was h r  
ixnder the sliip j she raised up high out of tho water with it, and at last 
i t  broke her. We t i k d  all me could to stop the leak, but coultl iiot do 
much with it. On the 12th of August, 1872, we set out for the south 
with our ship, but didn't get verg fitr, aud we had to make fast to the 
ice i n  latitude SO0 2'. We fasteued to the floe because tlicre \vas 110 
w:tttir to the southward. We worlied south as well as we coultl. We 
were beset in iatitudc SO0 2'. This mns the first obsorvatiou triade by 
Mr. Uryau. We thou auchored fast to the ice-iloe. We coiilcl not get 
out, for the icv \ w s  too close, uiitil the l6tli O P  October, but clrii'tcd along 
011 this floe. We had built it house on the ice in case of accideut j and 
also liot out eleven a ~ t l  it half boses of bread. Our provisious \vere 
:ilreatlj- on deck, so that we riiiglit cast them on the ice. The 15th of 
October iL blew a ver5 heavy gale from the S.E., aiid our ship was r e l y  
heavily pressed by ice. Cdptaiii Enddington found it  iiecessary to 
trausf'er tlie prorisioiis to  tlie ice. Half the crew rern;iined o i l  bo:ird to 
put them over the side ; the other half were on the ice. When most ot 
t h e  provisions from the deck had been thrown on the ice, the pressure 
on the vessel ceased arid she righted. Shortfly aftern':trtl the ice 
craclied, aucl the floe on which we were brolte in several pieces. On the 
s m d 1  pieces were left niost of our provisions. Soon ttfterwartl the 
ship drifted away from us to the nortli. The ice-anchor reiuaiiied in tho 
floe. We could not tell whether tho hitwser had broken or slipped. 
After the ship had got :bwy wc tried to save the provisions. " e  coiild, 
howewr, save but little. We expected iievt day t h t  we should get oii 
board of tlie ship again. Next inorning v e  could not see tlie sbip. Cap- 
taiu Tyson proposed to go mitli tlie boats and provisioiis toward the ship. 
Soon afterward we put our boats to water, and tried to pull tlieni to- 
ward the shore, but dit1 uotf get far. We then saw a vessel stcemiiig 
tomnrd us, and clitln't give ourselves further ti*ouble, bcwiiise we snp- 
posed the vessel coniiug to t:rlie us OK We hoisted a blaiilret 0 1 1  an 
oar, and suplmsecl we hiid attrncted attention. Tlie vcssel was about 
four milos distaut. We saw hcr steaming in toward a bay 011 North- 
nrnberlatitl Islantl. Slit. was i i u d c ~  steairi and canvas. Slie seciuctl to 
be all right. There was ijboL1t lifCeeii toils of coal 011 her wlicu we left. 
I thought, if CaptiLin I:utlcliugtou liad seeu us, he probably would l i i~ve 
collie and t:ik1i US At  tht? silille time a Iieary gale spru i~g  u p  fkom 
the iiorth, and tlre ice started with us aut1 drilted sout,li. IVe tricd oiicc 
inore to r e u h  the sliore with our boats. I should judge the  ship ;ibout 
two and a half liours in sight. Then she steaiued behiud the is1;ind. 
We afterward got sight of her between the island aucl tho iiiiiiu laud. 
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he was very Bind to us aiid was lilrecl by his crew. Not only did the 
expedition lase a commander in him, but we were heavy losers in till 
regnrtls. After that there was not much discipline j very few orders 
were given j every maii seemed to look out for hiinself. I believe if  
Captain Hal: 1i:~d l i ~ e d  we would have got very far north, for every 
ruan of the crew would have been villing to h a w  gone with him where- 
ever he went. After he died there never was much effort to get north ; 
the main ol?ject seemed to be to  get out. After we hat2 reached the 
highest point, and when we first stopped, latitude S20 16’, and vim 
driven back by the gale ; after the gale there was considelahie open 
water to the north. I f  we Iiad pushed on then, though we could iiot, 
perhaps, linve made a due north course, we could have got through tihe 
ice, as  we did afterward in coming south. I don’t know, myself, why 
we didn’t push on north. I didn’t Itnow, myself, of any dilficulty be- 
tween :my of the scientific, nien and Captain Hall : that  is, riot after me 
left Disco. I cannot say whether Captain Hall liacl auy difficulty with 
Captain Buddiugtou a t  Disco. I believe that the ship will not be able 
to get down without assistance, because she had very little coal. She 
was left, however, not iiir from Etah, a n  Esquimauu summer settle- 
ment. The ship is in latitude 770 35’. She has sails, but could not get 
tlirough the ice with them. When we separuted from t h e  ship all 011 
bo:trd were rvell. While floating down we were on one floe for five 
mouths. This large floe was very steady, even in a gale. When tlie 
floe \vas brolren up into smaller pieces, t he  sea would toss the ice stbout. 
W l ~ m  the ice was i n  large pieces, it was a good deal jammed together, 
aiitl tlie sea, hat1 no cliarice to make. I believe we were better off oh 
tho ice than if Ke were 011 tlie land, because me floated steadily south, 
got earlier light and earlier spring, besides getting nearer honie. Wo 
also lit~d a cliarice to catch seals, upon which we lived. We were very 
short of food until we began to catch seals. They have plenty of ~ r o .  
visions on board the ship j their great difiiculty will be the absence of 
boars ant1 waut of coal. Another difficulty is that the natives are iiot 
with them to hnut for fresh meat. Tliey may, however, corrilnuxiicate 
with tlie natives on’the main land. Captain Hall used often to ask us  
if we ivould live on raw meat, as he himselfdid during his lifetime. We 
told h i m  we could live 011 what he did. We did not try it, however, 
n~hile he lir-ecl, but vhen we got on the ice we soon found we could live 
very well 011 raw meat. Raw ineat, gives the body more aiiirnal heat. I 
have seeu Captain I-lall eat raw ineat, from choice. 

Predcvick Jamka examiiiecl. 

Born in Prussia; twentythree yews of age;  seaman. I joined the 
Polaris at New Hork. I know of nothiiig of importarice till tlie vessel 
readied Disco. There was  a t  Disco a little trouble am’ong t h c  officers ; 
I don’t lruow exactly wliat it was about. 1 mean by the oiriccw the i r m i  
mho lived aft. The trouble was, I believe, between Mr. Aleyer aiid 
Captain Hwll. I uiiderstood that Captain Hall aslrecl Mr. Meyer to  
keep a book for him, and Mr. Meyer refused. Captain Buddington was 
always quarreliug, dec1;iring his iutentiou to leave at every port; oomiug 
forward aud tJking aiuoug the inen a t  every port j but 1 iiever saw hiin 
inake any attempt to  leave. The row was settled at Disco by Cap- 
tain Hall before the Congress left. Prom Disco we went to  Upernaril;, 
aaid from there to  Teseiosali, and from there toward the north. Qfe 
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went np on the Greenland side to Port Poullre, where we crossed to the 
O P P O s i  te side. Then we followed up the west shore to a cape, of which 
I clo~i’t 1mom the name. we stopped, and ~apta i r i  ~ H ~ I I  went on sliorc. 
Captaiu Tjson catlie on deck, and asked Captain Cixddiiigton what Cap- 
tain Ball had gone on shore for. Captain Buddiugtoii asked Tgson if he 
expected to go :my farther north than that. Theu Captain Hall c m e  on 
bom1, aiid we started on our journey north. wo went to about Iatitu(1o 
8!!0, but coiil~l find no wiiiter quarters, arid tlien came back to where t h e  
vessel \vas j:Lmincd, and theru made n’iuter quarters. We took sotile 
1)rovisioiis out on the ice, for fear ive should have to leave the vessel. 
a f te r  soktie days the ice brolre up agaiii, and we steamed up to Polaris 
Bay, :mi lay there a t  an anchor, : ~ t i d  the iicxt (by  steamed up a little 
fh.iier on tlic const to i i t i c ~  a better place to lay. ~e tool< provisions 
out on the ice, put np an observatory, c%c. Captain Hall thcii went to 
tbr: north with Mr. Chester, Hans, :itid Joe ;  they were away about a 
fortnight, aiicl then came back, all in good health. lye n7er.e baiiking 
the ship. Cnptaiu Hall shook hands all round, w a i t  aboard, got some 
coffee, and orderecl S O W  for us, and we weiit about our busiiiess again. 
The next (lay IN? was t:tlwn sick. ne was sick, I believe, about 13 or I F  
(lays ; I leariied of his sit:knessfi.om the oflicers. I saw hiiu ouce while he 
?’as sick, diiriugchurch service in Ihe cabin. Once \re seut ani:iii aft to 
luquire after Oaptain HnIPs health. He returned aud said Oiiptaiu Hall 
1 % ~  pretty bad; not in his right mind. He died either at midnight or 
early in the morning. One of the mexi went aft in the morning and met 
Captain Buddiitgtou. The captain said, “ Well, Heiiry, there is i~ stone 
Qtl-‘my Iieart.” Henry said, 6‘ Why so?” Why, Captain Hall is (lead.” 
eve did not  like that very well. After a few days we bnried him, iL short 
half mile f ro~n the ship. Then Captain Buddiugton took coininand, and 
we finished our banltiag :~rouiid tho ship, arid went into wiii ter qatvters. 
AS far as my opiniou goes, I tliirik Captain Ha11 died a natural death. 
captain Biidcliugton iiiade fnn of C:iptain Iiall a good maiiy tiines 
among the I I I ~ I I .  Carhiin I3ndtlington was very friendly to Captaiu Hall 
till his baclc was turned. Captain Bndtliugton vas drunk very often. 
Captain I I ~ I ~  \vas a gooci inaii and $1 strict man, and wauted e\7ery iiiaii 
to Beep ]lis 1JI:lce. A I J S ~ O C I ~  that did that could get along with him. 
At one tiirie a co~isn~tatiou of oscers miis Iield aft. I saw them statit1 
together. Cal)taiu Buddington did not want to  go farther north, and 
lie told C:ipt:iin ~ a 1 1  ire had better uot go ihrt~icr. SO Captain I - I ~ I ~  
h c l  a cousnltatioti about it. Captain Hall aslred the opiiiious of all. 
Captain Buildington had no reasoil for iiot wanting to go farther. At 
the tiuie of the corisultatiou there was slack ice to the north, SO that  tho 
Vessel could steairi farther. Captain Budtlingtoii then said anioug the 
Crew, ‘6 Whoever wauts to go north, let t h e m  go, but  I won’t.” We were 
Pretty corufortnble in  our winter quarters. We liad :L hole cut tbrough 
the ice to make tidal observations every hour, and sometimes every 
few minutes, through t,lie minter. T~ie  scientific peop~o were in the 
Observatory at work. In tlte month of‘ Novdiuber we had a heavy gale, 
aud the ire broke up. The gale lasted, I believe, for fort,y-eight hours. 
111 tlie morning pretty early t h e  man said he could not ilialie tidal 
observations. Sooii the ice broke up. A short time after tho ice broke 
UP, and we drifted alongside of a berg to the starboard. When it clearecl 
U P  we looked out ant1 saw the berg. Volunteers went up and made 

an anchor to the berg. After that we got trlie wiiitl from the south- 
west, and tho ice being pretty stont inside of us, arid the berg shoving 

on us, jammed us  pretty hard, the vessel heeling over and lying on her 
bearu-euds. T ~ W O  was a heavy pressure upon us, malring the vesse1’8 
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beams crack. The line me had fast forward one of the men tried to 
slack, because we were afraid of the berg. Captain Butldington carno 
forward, feeling his way. I le  wis drl1nli. Ife ordered, “ Don’t slack 
that line.” In a little while he said, “ Yon max go below j the ship is 
all right?’ After sonie tiiiie we went out on the ice, and hac1 alooli :it tlio 
vessel. C.y and by I nslied Joe, L Where 
is Captain Budtlington ?” Joe sirid, “ Cnpt:iin Builtliiigton is asleep j 
very drunk.77 Joe f e t c h 1  along o couple of barrels of seal-clothing, 
a d  Hans took some clothes and his whole family to tlie observatory, 
where Mr. Meyer was. T h y  remained of1 tlie ship till nest  day. 
The officers and men forward aniited to saw thc ice :tw;iy : iud pull 
the vessel o b  the berg, btit Cnptain IJuddington woald not do :tiiything. 
The vessel was then lyiug on her beatn.ends on the berg. Captain Bad- 
dington, after a whik, gir-e orders to dig holes in t h e  ice, a n d  try to 
blast the ice with powder, btit we could not do it. I said to Captaiii 
Buddington, I‘ I think we can preveut the vessel lying orer i n  tliis w:ry. 
We can take ice-tackles and pull the ressel u p  straight, so that tIic ice 
sliall mdce under her, a r i d  let the vessel et strniglit.” In  the spriiig Ibc 
ice comrnenced to melt on top. We found that planks on both hides 
four feet above the stern were split. We took the shcet-iron off, c.:illted 
it up where it mas split opcu, :mtl itwiled the i r w  011 again. Slit? liatl 
rested on the foot of the berg all winter. The berg had groundcd, aiid 
\\hen the berg floated with the tide, the vessel floated with it. 1 doxi% 
thiiik B better ship could be built for the l~nrpose. The oiily EunltI could 
see with her mas, t h ; I t  she wiIS not ;L good sailer. Sho went ithcitd vvcll wi th  
tlie wind abaft. “lie Po- 
laris went ugaiust a piece of ice like one berg goiug agriitJst :~nothw. 
111 the month of‘ July the expedition in boats was macle. to the. north- 
vard. I 
was in the boat with illr. Chester. We launclied our boat :mcl stwtecl j 
made :I little distance, when the drift-ice made u s  hi~ul up on the ice. 
We transported our boat over t h e  ice, aiid launched it ou the other 
side; tlien made anotlrer distance, and had to  haul the boat up 
again. There we put up for the niglit. During the night we mclro 
aroused suddenly by tlis floe coming in upon us. MI-. Mexer aud 
Mr. Chester were separated from us  and went toward the sliore. 
Tho piece of ice which held the  boat was uiountcd by :inother, 
and we lost tlie boat. We saved some clothes, clirononieter, Slo. 
We found some drift-wood at Newman’s Bay, on tbe southeast shore. I 
found B piece about two feet long aud six iiiches in diameter; I (lo not 
kuom of what ltiucl of wood. Several similar pieces were found. I thmlc 
it was a branoh of n tree. 1 found it on the beach about oue hnudrrtl 
yards from the water, probably washed up there by tlie sea in the s1)riug 
tide. There were no uinrlrs of tools upon it. After a wliile they sent for 
us to C O I ~  back to the ship. We  found that  s lp  had brolien out, and 
made considerid.de water. The leak was forward where we had rcp:iircd 
her. You could we the water sponting in a t  about the six-€oot inark. Tlie 
deck-pump was going. Atter it while the leak  viis stopped :I little. We 
had thought forward i t  was rieedless to use tho deck-l)unip, arid t h u s  
waste coal. No effort was made to stop the leak. Captain Euddington 
would not accept our suggestions for doing so. Before we started on 
our jouriiey to the nortllwrd, Captain Buddiugton said, I gness when 
yon come back YOU w0n7t find the ship here.” We did not Ciire, for we 
clid not expect to fiucl tho ship there, b u t  that she would go south, aud we 
sxpected to go soutli j n  the boats. While C;ipt:iin Hall lived we had 
good discipliue. After lie died everrthing weut baolrwnrd. We steainccl 

The vessel seeiiiril :ill riglit. 

Not many ship could st:iiid wlint she clid. 

We started from Cape Lapton :it a favorable opportunity. 
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tb tile southward. Sometimes we laid for a day tied to a big piece of ice, 
continuing to drift to the south. After we passed Rensselaer Harbor, 
the pack \ve vere fast to brought up against the Greenland shore, and 
the vessel was liceled over on her beam. Captain Buddington gave 
orders to heave t ~ i e  stuff over. Some of the party jumped on the ice to 
take the provision away from the ship. After a while I saw the ice 

off. I sung out to Mr. Chester that the lines were getting slack. 
Be. hauled the lines taut. we started to transport the provisions 
farther from the ship, and thought i t  was rather careless to be on the 
ice without boats. I sang out to Captain Buddington to lower the 
boats. I sang out for a dozen times. By and by he answered, and 
lowered the aft and then the forward boat, mid me pulled them to our 

All a t  
Once we heard a crack under the boat. At  the same time the 
Ve8se17s stern swunc off. Captain Buddington sung out to haul 
the boats ~p on the higher ice, and take care of them. I helped the lit- 
tle girl over the crack. All at, once the line slacked, and off the ship 
'Vent. Captain Buddington sang out, '6 Take care of tho boats, and I 
Will take care of the ship.?, The next morning we saw a good deal of 
\.rater around our floe. We started with our boats, and tried to get iu 
?hwe j but half way from the shore we had to pull the boats up on the 

All looked and said, "Yes, 
that is the vessel." She was off 1s miles, and was coming down very 
f"b. Wo mere very glad to observo she mas coming to us. We put 
UP an oar, with an India-rubber blanket, to attract her attention. 
wbn about 4 miles from us we could see the ship steam in-shore, and 
PW to tlie northward of the island. We a11 felt pretty bad, 
"nd we thought the best thing was to  try to get to her. We 
Pdlcd the boat about half the distance, and got it into the 
\rater ; but the drift-ice prevented us advanciug. We then 
Wnt back to tlie other boat where our provisions, &c., were. In 
the moriiiiig we found that the boat me had left, and six boxes of 
bread, \vere gone. ,We remained on this piece a couple of days, when . 
one tnoruillg me recovered tho boat we had lost, provisions, &c. We 
lost n coiisideriible amount of provisions in attempting to get zishore, 
and afterward concluded b remain where we were, and not risk losing 
all that we had. We were then 011 the original floe, and we staid on 
t'llb aiid its pieees till the first of April. We then took to OLU bo~btfj, 
and %Torlied our way toward shore. Whenever we got a chance to go 
"Whvard we did so. When we could not get through the ice we re- 
lnained on the best piece we could Gnd. We got on one large floe which 
T v a  brolren up under us, the sea sweeping over it, and we had hard 
work to keep the boat and ourselves on the floe. The sea would sweep 
o'yer the floe, bringing with it large blocks of ice, and we had to fight 
with these through the whole night. We thus worked our way 
slFrVly to the westward toward shore. We were often scant of pro- 
p l h m ,  but when we could get to clear water we got a good m:my Seals. 
One day, about the 20th of April, we had about :I quarter of a pound of 
bread left, and me made up our minds to come to the seal-skins, but on 

day me caught the bear. The bear waa a short distance off. J o e  dis- 
covered him from the top of ahurnmock. We all kept quiet, and l a ~ d  do rim, 
'Othat the animal should not see us. We left it to Joe to watch llini and 
try to  shsot him. We got a line round his 
'@ck and pulled him to us. It was about the best supper I ever had in 
"? life. We were picked up the last of April, in tlie mornillg, about 20 
'IJ1nUtes to 6.  A few of us were in the boat, and a few of u s  outside, be, 

Hans's litt,le girl laid down on her skim by the boat. 

In a little while I saw the vessel. 

Joe did so, and killed him. 

23 N 
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cause there was not room for all in the boat. In the morning I saw the sail. 
Joe and Hans were asleep. I called them, and they assisted me to attract 
the attention of the steamer in the distance. We sang out to her, and fired 
our pistols, and Joe and Hans their guns, and put up a flag on our boat’s 
mast. Then t h e  vessel came toward us. Hans went to her with the kyak. 
It was foggy, and once I lost sight of the vessel. Then it cleared up, and 
the vessel came close to us. We gave three cheers, and they returned 
them from the vessel. We launched our boat and went aboard. The 
first thing we aslied for was a pipe and tobacco. We were not hungry, 
having liad plenty of seal-nieat the day before. On board they gave us 
some cogee and clean clothes. The Esquimaux families were st first 
taken and put to sleep amoug all the men, but the captain finally 
gave them a place by themselves. We were sick after coming on board j 
had skin-disease and coughs. Hannah was particularly bad. 1 have 
no doubt but our separation frop the Polaris was purely accidental. 
However, if Captain Buddington had sent somebody to fasten the bow- 
line more securely, the line mould have held. I think if there had been 
any boat on board the ship, she would have come to us the next day, as 
the ice was drifting in our direction, and she had steam and canvas to 
help her. My theory is that the vessel had got a big leak during tho 
night, and therefore they did not dare to come to us, but could only 
make for the shore. I do not think the vase1 will be able to come out  
without assistance. She only had thirteen or foyrteeu tons of coal 
aboard when we left her-just enough to last her for the winter. 

Zxamination of Gustavus W, Lindquist. 

Was seaman on board the Polaris; am 26 years old; I was born at 
Stockholm. I joined the Polaris a t  Washington and sailed wit,h her. 
Nothing of importance happened between Washingtou and Disco. A t  
Disco there \vas a little misunderstanding between Captain Hall and 
his o%cers. I did not know i t  for certain. I dol& know whether it \vas 
iu the scientific corps or SiLiling department. Captaiu Davenport cme, 
on board, spoke to the crew, and bid us  all good-bye, and also Dr. Now- 
man. I beard of no disturbasnee after that. Prom Disco wo snilecl to 
Upernaril;, thence to Tussuisdc, and thence steamed iiortli. I did 
iiot keep any record of the voyage. In corning through vhnt I under- 
stood to be Melville Baz, we found 801110 ice. A little further to  the 
north we found open water again, aucl then agaiu a little iw, till we got 
as far as Cape Alexandria, and, a t  Cape Eatherton, open wibter as far 
86  the eye could reach. That night we steered ofY to the west, aiid 
were the next morning off what I believe to be Cape Frazier. We then 
steamed north again, and encountered some ice, very slack, aiicl from 
there we fouiid open water to the north, through Kcunedy Chariiiel to 
G y m  Coiistitution. We advanced the whole of that iiiglit, and the 
next (kbg found foggy weather, ancl hove the lead, but with no sonutl- 
ings. Torvard noon it cleared 08, and we steamed on again. We 
steamed a good ways through Robeson Channel. The weather was misty, 
ancl ye could not see a great way. Then we turned back for wiuter 
quarters. At the time me turned back I came on deck a t  8 0~~10ck. It 
mas my first look-out, and I relieved the man a t  the cross-trees. Tliey had 
stqmed back then two hours. About 10 o’clock we were beset iu  the 
ice. We got away from there again, and got in towaxd the Greenland 
mast, andGaptain Hall looked atgainfor winter quarters,but there \vas no 
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Place. This was to the north of New- 
man’s Bay. Then we got out and got fast in the ice, and drifted soutli, 
1. don’t ~rnow how many days? till the weat1ier cleared up, nncl we made ice 
to the east of us, and a big iceberg as a shelter, called by Captain Hall 
Providence Berg, for our winter quarters. We named the place Thank 
God Harbor. There we put provisions ashore, changing their position 
after\varcl to the top of the hill. We were just through when Ceptain 
Ball started on his sledge journey. During his absence we were en- 
gaged banking the ship up on all sides. When he came back he shook 
hauds all around ; he looked very \veil. I: looked particularly to see if 
the weather had had any eEect upon him. We had thought the weather 
rough for Captain Hal1 and his party while they were out; I did not 
observe any sigiis 011 Captain Hall ; I did see hirn again before his death. 
I heard he was out of his mind ; I heard the disease called apoplexy. 
When Captain Hall departed on his journey, the weather was four 
degrees below zero. Captain Hall died on the Sth of November. We- 
buried hiln ou the 11th. We vere two d;yp, digging his grave. I be- 
liere he died R natural death ; I never had any other belief. I f  I had 
any other belief, I mould speak it out. I know there were men around 
that did not like him, and whom he did not like, but, a t  the same kime, 
1 believe he died a netural death. I do not think he was very fond of any 
of the scientific department, except Mr. Bryan. Mr. Bryan was liked by 
eyerybody iu the ship. Everything in the ship we were told to do we 
did. I know OP 110 open clifficulty. There was good discipline while 
Captain Hall lived, but we put discipline along with him in his grave; 
but there was no mutiny or difficulty of that kind. Captain Hall 
bad divine service every Sunday, and every morning after we got 
lllto winter quarters; that ended after his death. Uaptaiu Bud- 
dington then took command. During the winter nothing particular 
happened till the 27th of November, when the ship got adrift. 
when I came out on the deck I saw the ship loose. It was very dark. 
:L had no boots on my feet, and went baok into the forecastle. I said, 

Boys, we are going to have something.” I put my boots on, and I 
Was going out to save the boats on the ice. Another man came down 
and said the boats were adrift. Wlisn Captain Buddington heard she 
was adrift, he ordered the other anchQr to be let go, but he found there 

no strain on the chain. Captaiu Tjson tried to discover the berg, 
but there being a heavy snow drifting, and the berg being white, it was 
not to be seen, although we were within twenty feet of it. When Cap- 

Buddington fonricl we were alongside of’ tho berg, we made lines fast 
to It. The next day the weather moderated toward evening. We could 
then have got out lines and have got back into the Name place, but 

mas nothing of that kind done. Then we had a calm and very 
cold weather, anci i t  froze and formed young ice between us and the 
shore. After that there came a southerly gale, with a heavr pack of 
ice, and shoved the berg, so that’ its foot came under the ship. Thoro 

lay all winter 011 the foot of this berg, rising and falling with the 
tl(h. There was nothing of importance during the winter. We had 

northeasterly gales. Two or three hours after every gale we 
could see open water to the southeast of us. Toward twilight we used 
to 80 out to Uape Lupton. There we used Slways to see open water. 

reported t o t h e  officers that me had seen open water. Weethought 
that we 8hould have some chance in the spring to go north lu  boats. 

spring came our path wa8 all blocked up by the ice. In the 
month OS March the doctor started on the sledge journey to the south, 
&- Bryan and the two Esquimaux went with him. Is the month of 

There mas here a heavy current. 
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April the two Esquimaux went out hunting by themselves and shot 
sewxi musk-oxen. After that Mr. Chester started out. He was away 
two days. He shot two musk-oxen. Duriug this mouth we mere pre- 
paring our boats to go north. In the month of May we could not do 
anything. We could not work the sledge over the ice bevsuse it was 
on tlie move, nor the boat through it. In the mouth of June we started, 
but the first boat got smashed up. Mr. Cliester had charge of that 
boat. Mr. Tyson had charge of my boat. We got tweuty miles from 
Cape Lupton, where we started, and then had to pull the boat up. This 
mas a t  the mouth of Newman’s Bay. We remained there about i~ week, 
till Mr. Chester came up from the ship. To tlie northward was heavy 
ice. Close in shore there mas  a chanuel leading to the ship, but to the 
north nothing but a packed mass of ice. After Mr. Chester got to New- 
man’s Bay with his boat we laid for about a month. Mr. Meyer and 
Dr. Bessels took observations. I did not see any drift-mood a t  this 
time, but after we had gone to the ship and abandoned the boat, sonie 
of LIS returned for the lost property, and then I saw drift-mood. It had 
been gathered on the beach by the ot’her men. In Polaris Bay wo found 
an 11:syui1naux sledge-runner, and traces of Esquimaux. We found that 
Esquimsux had lived there. When we got back to tlie ship all hauds 
were put at the pumps to save coal. We wed only tho donkey-pumps, 
znd kept her free with ease. We pumped for a few months every hour. 
We laid there till the 13th of August, when we started to go south. We 
left here, ashore, by accident, a Newfoundland clog, one of the best do@ 
we had. We were very sorry to lose him. After leaving Polaris Bay 
me got as far south as latitude 800 2l, where we were beset by the ice. 
We made two or three attempts to get through and steam gouth, but 
me could not get through. We lay beset in the ice till the 15th of Octo- 
ber, when we had a gale from the south for four days. Toward morn- 
ing it moderated. On one side of the floe we were made fast to 
was young ice, but this young ice, which broke upI was replaced by 
heavy ice, which came up against us, and the ship forced over on 
her side. When the ice pressed: her timbers began to crack, and 
everybody was in a panic. Captain Buddington himself gave the orders 
to heave the provisions on the ice, aud L b  Work for your lives, boys !n 
After getting all the provisionsout on theice, theiceoutsideof nsslnclred 
up, and the ship got upon her Eeel. The last thing I did in the ship 
was to shove a big molasses barrel out on the ice. Theu I went into 
the forecastle to look after my clothes-bag. Our clotlies-bags were 
always kept ready packed for ernergencies. 1. had, however, just  titben 
something out of mine, and I wanted to replace it before I started on 
the ice, but I could uot find it. 1 then went up, and stood a t  the gang- 
way of the ship, and started to go on the ice, on which the provisions 
were placed. About two fathoms of small ice intervened, s u d  I could 
not get out to the clothes-bags. The rest of the men were out working, 
and Captain Buddington said, 6 6  I don’t see an> need of you out there 
now.’: I said, I mould like to get a t  my clothes-bag.” LLWell,77 he 
said, (6  go ahead.” The bow-line was taut, so 1 took this means to get 
out on $he ice. After I had been two minutes on the ice it broke up, 
arid the pidce which held me and most of the provisions went off. The 
most of t h e  provisiolls was on one piece of the ice, and the boat and 
Hans’s family were Over One of the cracks. It was widening out, and 
we mere just attempting to get the boats and Hans’s family off when 
the ship got avay. We could not tell for certain how the ship got 
away. If the line had broken them should have been a piece left in the 
anchor, but there was none. The ship was at this t ime going fast, and 
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if we 'had attempted to get to the ship we should have drowned. If  we 
hacl had a line from the ship's side 1 might have made an attempt to 
get it to  her. I could not see anybody on'the ship, bat I heard Captain 
Buddington's voice crying, 6 '  Stay where you are ;'I and the last word we 
heard liim ,my was something itbout tlie bow-line. I think if any one 
had attempted to  get.to tho ship from the piece I was 011, they mould 
have drowned among the loose ice between us and the ship. Captain 
Tjson then launched the scow, and tried to come to our floe, but the 
scow was swamped. Then he launched the boat, and c a m  and took us 
to the big floe, wliere were the rest, with the provisions we saved. Then 
me pileil our stock together as well as we could, and turned in on some 
skins and clothing. Mx clothes-bag was not to be found, but we found 
other clothes-bags, so all had enough through the winter. We found 
the clothes-bag of Joe Mauch, Henry Hoppy, Herman Siminins, Noah 
Hayes, and Walter Campbell, fireman. These bags did not contain all 
the clothing of the meu, 0 ~ 1 ~ -  that part mhicli had been put in the bags 
to be thrown on the ice in case of accident. There .i\.as more clothing 
on board the ship, and, besides, every m m  that was on the ice had left 
some of his own clothing in the ship. Next morning we tried to get 
ashore, but had to stop before vie reachcd it. We saw the ship steam- 
ing down. We thought she was coming down to us. She was under 
steam and canvas. We set up itu India-rubber blanket on the ice to 
attract attention. After we had been in this place for about an hour, 
me fomid tho floe we were on to be goiug south rapidly. Tornard after- 
noon the pert of tlie floe r e  were on went out from the shore, and 
left A piece of open water between us and the shore. Captain 
T p o n  proposed we should get ashore with our boat. We lauuched 
our boat. W e  had oiily tlireu oars and no rudder. It did not 
looli RS if me should get ashore. Night coming on, we left t,his 
boat 011 the edge OS the floe. Next morning the floe broke up, aud 
the boat got away from us and was abseut four or five days. After- 
ward me picked i t  up. After trying three times to get ashore, and leaving 
one of our boats and canvas house on the small piece of ice, T T ~  fillally 
got back to tbe mairi floe ou the first clay of November. About eight 
days Rfter we fell in with tlie piece and got back our boat, with the C~LIL 
vas house and the provisions i t  contained. The mood of the housc we 
saved and brought to the floe we mere on. We floated on this till the 
first of April. On tlie first of' March it had broken up into smaller 
pieces, but left us the piece on which we had built our s~ow-houses, and 
we still lived on that piece. We had built four snow-houses, and lived 
in them during tlie whiter. About the first of April we abandoned this 
floe aud started to work in toward shore. We worked whenever me got 
a chance. When we could not make any progress me got on as large a 
piecc of ice as we could Gnd. We lived largely 011 seals, which were 
killed by the Esquimaux who were wit11 us. If it hacl riot been for Joe, 
Who is a great hunter, me would have been badly off. Eans tried to do 
all he could, but he was not tlie man Joe was. On the night betmeen 
the 19th and 20th of April, a gale mas evidently blowing somewliere, 
froin the lieavy swell it produced with us. The sea came clear over us. 
Once the boat mas waslied off tho floe, but we all clung to it, and while 
doing ao I could feel nothing under m y  feet, and thought wc should 
drown. Then we pulled the boat up and made it fast to the small piece 
of icc. Toward mornitig a little piece of ice came floating by, and 
Captain Tyson said we had better get on that piece. It was a very 
Small piece, but strong enough to bold us, and floated easier on the sea. 
The next clay we hacl eight or nine biscuits for the whole nineteen of us. 
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This was when we caught the bear. We had got one in the month of 
March, but this came just in time to relieve us. Joe killed him. Of the 
seals we got during the minter we ate ?11. We threw away nothing. 
After that we had rainy weather for four days, and every one of us 
suffered. The rainy weather seemed harder ou us than the cold. We 
were picked up by the Tigress on the 30th of April, and brought to 
Bay Roberts, and then to Saiut John’s. No one was drowned when the 
ship went adrift. All on the ice mere saved, for I was the last one that 
lcft the ship. The ship did not leak a t  that time more than she had for 
a considerable period before. I saw the ship next day. We thought 
she was intending to come for us, but she. did not. I think they could 
not have failed to see us, because they had the mast-head to see from ; 
but I don’t know whether the conditio11 of the ship was such that they 
could have done so. They might have thought it was easier for us to 
get to them. I don’t think the ship will be able to get out without help, 
because she has little coal, and under canvas she cannot pass through 
the ice, I think the parting between us apt1 the ship purely accidental, 
but if they saw us the next day, and whether Captain Buddington iras 
careless about getting u s  again, I cannot tell. I saw Captain Eudding- 
ton drunk once in Kennedy Channel. That was the night we were 
beset in tbe ice, in 800 2’. He showed it by speekiug loud arid giriug 
improper orders. The next morning he had some words with Dr. Bes- 
sels. I did not keep a record. 

William Linclerman, seuman, examined. 

Born in Qermany; 23 years of age; joinell the ship a t  New York. 
From Disco we went to Pinacle, where we stopped couple days. 
Frbm there to Proven, to get Hens’s family of’ Esquimaux. From there 
we went to Tessiusak to get seaLskins to make clothing of. Then went 
up Smith’s Sound ; we came over to the west coast, where we landed 
with B boat to find a place for winter quarters, but steamed up again, 
and through Smith’s Sound, into Kennedy Channel. A little above 
820 we landed again, trying to make winter harbor. The ship was 
then in latitude 820 lG‘, as reported from the scientific corw. We were 
stuck in the ice, and drifted down into Polaris Bay, where we had our 
winter quarters. The ice came in on us, and we had to put provisious 
on the floe. We landed provisions in our boats, for Rome days, until the 
ice formed and was strong enough to boar our weight. When we had 
the provisions landed, we took the observatory ashore ; it was a little 
four-cornered house, the frame brouglrt from New Yorlr, Having set 
it up, we ha’d to shift the provisions higher on tile ice, so tho snow would 
not cover them. Soon after this Captain Hall went a s l d g e  journey to 
the north. He was absent about fourteen days. On the outward trip, 
a day or two from the ship, they shot a musk-ox. Thoy buried the 
meat in the snow, and brought it aboard the ship when they cain8 back. 
aaptain Hall, and. the men with him, were ill1 healthy and well when 
they came aboard the ship. We were all outside, banking the ship. He 
came up to every one, shook hands, and asked how we wore getting 
along. He then went into the cabin. Next morning it was reported 
that Captain H J I  was sick. I didn’t see hiin until t8he next Sunday, 
when I came into the cabin for church ; he looked very sickly, but didn’t 
wy a word. That was the last I saw of him alive. ,Captain Budding- 
ton came forward to tell the carpenter (whose iiame was Coffin, I think) 
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to coine and heIp make the coffin. When the coffin was finished, we 
brought i t  aft. Captain Ball was 1jing in the cabin, on two chairs, 
just as natural as when alive. We put hiin in the coffin. I have no 
reason to suppose he did not die a natural death. After complete dark- 
ness set in, we got a gale from the northeast, the ice broke up, and we 
drifted alongside Provideuce Iceberg. Captain Buddington came for- 
ward, and aslicd me if it was possible to  get anchored on Providence 
Iceberg j I told him I wonlil try to. He says, “I will give you Hans and 
Joe to give you a hand.” I took a hatchet and cut steps to climb up on 
the berg, toolc a line along with me. I hauled the anchor up on it. Then 
Hans, Joe, and Robert Kruger fetched the line up to me. The line was 
made fast 011 the ice ou the berg, and made fast to the ship. An ice- 
anchor is au iron hook to put into the ice; the heaviest of these 
hooks we had was about 75 pounds. The rest of the men were 
busy making lines fast from the aft of the vessel to the iceberg. 
Toward diuner the wiud moderated, aud next morning it was calm. 
We lieuled the vessel about o m  liundred feet ahead, alongside the 
berg. Some time afterward we got a gale from tlie southwest. The 
berg came crushing in on us and keeled the ship over on her 
beam-end. Captain Euddington came forward, and said, 6‘ Boys: you 
can go below; 1 think the danger is all over.” Captain Budding 
tori went aft again, and me sttiid on deck. Hans and Joe were busy 
taking their things ashore. Hans took his family ashore. Joe and 
Hans turned in and built t w o  snowhouses on shore to  live in. After 
the ice was four feet thick they tried to get the Polaris off Providence 
Iceberg. Tried to blast the ice with powder, but the powder had no 
eflect on the ice. Then we tried to saw the ice, and to pick t h o  ice down 
with pick-axes, but could not do it. The mater came up and \vo could 
not do any more. Wlen  we saw that we could nQt get the Polaris ofit’ 
the iceberg, we gnve it up. During the darkness we had nothing to do 
but fetch provisions off the ice ; used to get enough to last us  a week or 
two. We cleaned decks and fed the dogs. I have forgotten horn many 
dogs Tve had ; I t,hinlr somewhere about forty. In  the spring parties 
used to go out hunting. In  June we started with our boats north. We 
had to fetch them up to Capo Lupton. There was no other place to 
lauuch a boat. Oaptain Tyson and MY. Chester were lying there wait- 
ing for a chance to get up north. One day Dr. Eessels went back 
aboard the ship, and we waited his return to start north. Mr. Chester 
told Tyson he would wait no longer. He launched his boat and went 
08. He mas about two miles north of us when he had to haul his boat 
up on the ice again and set a tent on the ice. One man mas keeping 
watch. Early in the morning a heavy floe came in on them, crushing a 
piece away on their boat. Mr. Chester and his partmy came back to us  
again. Tyson asked him what the matter was. He told him he got his 
h a t  crushod in tlie ice. Mr. Chester and his party started for the ship. 
The next day we launched our boat and went up to Newmads Bay, 
Where tlie ice came in on us, and we had to haul our boat up on the ice. 
We passed by Chester’s boat ; it was only about six miles from the ship. 
1 tliiuk it ans about four lnil0S from the ship to Cepe Lupton, and 
about two miles above ,there he lost his boat. A couple days afterward 
Mr. Chester came up wltb his cauvas boat. We launched our boats sev- 
era times, trying to go up to Uape Brevoort, but could not do it ; a1- 
mays had to haul our boats up on the ice again. Two of Mr. Chester’s 
crew went aboard the ship for soine more provisions, and when they 
Came aboard the ship Captain Buddington told them that the ship 
W a s  in bad condition, and that they had to stay aboard. They lnadu 
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twice an attempt to force the ship up Newman’s Bay, intending to fetch 
the boat aboard, and come south, but could uot get through on account 
of ice. The last time, when the ship ran back, they lauded these two 
men on Cape Lupton, with sonic provisions, and the ship went bRCk to 
Polaris Bay. I think the nien were forty-eight hours on the tramp be- 
fore they reached the boats. They told us the ship was in bad condi- 
tion. Next clay Captain Tgson aiid his party and Mr. Cliester and his 
party took Captain T) son’s boat ashore, and pitched the tent and staid 
there that night. Next day we started for the ship, reaching the ship 
in the afternooii. We walkecl back to the ship, being unable to get tlie 
boats back on account of the ice. Mr. Chester and Herman Seytnoui 
staid by the boat, trying to get it in-shore. It, was Mr. Chester’s boat+ 
a ctinvas boat, built in New York-that was still on the ice. I tliiiik the 
next day they got the boat ashore. They returned that night to the 
ship, when a11 hands were aboard. We had to pump ship. Before 
they had pumped with steam. Captain Buddingtoil aslred me several 
times if it  was possible to stop that leak. I told him that if she hail 
water-tight compsrtinents i t  would be possible to stop the leak. The 
carpenter aiid I worlred 011 i t  several times, but could uot stop it. I n  
the aft of her bow mas a water-tight compartment, ancl that is where 
we thought she 1i :d  nleak. When we had every- 
thing fixed, we could raise the water about three feet higher. The for- 
ward hold and main liold were so full of water that it mas neceesary to 
let the water runeout where the pumps could get a t  it. There was a 
little provisions spoiled. There was anotlicr compartment iu tlie fore 
part of the ship that got full of‘ mater. The next conipartmeut nuder 
the main hold got almost full. This bappened while I was up  at  New- 
inads Bay. Captain Buddington sent Hans and myself overhead to see 
if there vas any chance to go south. The last day we mere in Polaris 
Bay Captain T p o n  was up in the mountains, and reported some leads 
of water. That afternoon we got up stearn and started south. We 
worlred our way clown through the ice to Cape Constitution, wliere we , 
were stuok for some days, but we drifted south all the time. Then 
the ice opcnecl again, and me worked our may through. We got 8s f:ir 
south as Humboldt Glacier, I believe they called it, where we were 
stuck, and hac1 to make our ship fast 011 the floe. Every time the ice 
slacked up a little, we tried to get south, but did not get very fitr. 
We had to mdce the ship fast to a floe, where she froze in ; nc were 
drifting south all the time. When we came into tbe u:~rrwvs of Smith’s 
Sound a heavy gale set in ; I think it was from the sontbwnrcl or south- 
east. We drifted back up to the northward. The floe to which the 
ship mas fast fetched up ashore, and the ice came crushing in ou her. 
Under the pressure of the ice the ship keeled over, and Captain Bud- 
dington gave orders to laud provisions on,the ice. That was done. We 
had got a lot of provisions on the ice, when the captain gave orders to 
knock off provisions over tiic? siclo. He told us t o  trausport the pro. 
visions on the ice, where they would be safe. It was done. Then he 
wanted the starboard line shifted. I got a ice-chisel and dug a hole a 
little ways up higher in the floe, and told them all was ready to shift 
the liue. Then be told me to get some provisions up the hill. A t  that 
time tho floe broke up, am1 tho  d i p  metit :idrift ; it mas dark, and we 
soon lost sight of her. When we came to look around, we found that I 
and three others were OU the pieco of floe, with the larger quantity Of 
provisions, while C:~,ptain Tyfioo” aiitl the rest of the men and Esquimanx 
were on another piece, where they had both boats, B few provisions, rifles, 
ammunition, and B canvas house, with 114 or 12 bags bread in it, a few 

Her stein was broken. 
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blankets, and some other things. On the piece we were on we had a 
little sco\v we had made in New Yorh-a Bat-bottom, four-coriiered boat. 
Two of our inen weut i n  and pulled across where Ciiptai11 Tysoii mas. 
Captnin T.ysori sent a III;LU across; lie came on the snum piece of ice we 
~ e r c  on. I sang out to Captairr I!) sou if 1 should fetch the sttiff across 
mhen tlie boat c:tiiie back. He didn't uuclersttind me j hc hollowed 
biicli, CI'oiue bwclr with tlie 1)oiit as quick as possible." We jumped 
into tlie boat and ro\t7ed across. We laid away botli boats, the pro- 
vkions, aut1 our guns up on the hninmock, close alougsicle the canvas 
house. Then Captain Tysou said, '' Go into the house and get six bags 
of bread that was doiie. Tlieii me spread our skins out ; laid ourselves 
clown to sleep aloiigside the boats. Next inorniug me turued out aiid saw 
that we were close in to the shore. Tliere was open mater right aloag. 
side of the piece. Haiis and Joe went a little w a p  in shore or1 the floe 
to see if' we conlcl get in shore with boats; it loolied as if there was 
gome jouiig ice between us mid thesliore. Fred. Jaruha aiid I \rent in 
toward the eastern side of tho  floc. The iioe was ahont one liruidred 
ynrds off an island, though we didu7t know thou that i t  was ill1 island. 
Fred. JaruBa ment farther toward the northmarcl, to see if we conld got 
in shore with the boats. I went 011 the youiig ice. Was about twenty- 
five yards off the shore wheii wc? returned to tlie boats. Then Captain 
T:json ordered us to fetch t h e  boats clown t o  the edge of the floe. EVe 
did so. We launched one boat first, aud loatled her. Captain TSSOU, 
the Esquiiiiaux fi~111il~7, and some of our nien \Tent ih  that boat to  try 
and reiicli tlic shore. They had pulled about a mile whou they had to 
haul the boat upou the ice. The ice cnine and set iu ou them lye 
caiiie sliortly after them, aiid h i ~ l  to  haul our boat up, too. The boats 
were about two hundred yards apart. We hauled both boats together, 
and I ttriulr it was in the afteriioon wlmn we sighted the ship coiiiiiig 
:wound tho point of' another isltind. Could not tell how far slie was off, 
Should judge slic was about t:venty-five miles off when we first SRW her. 
We sighted her twice. Tlieii she WRS heding  clomu tho straits, and 
again cametoward US. Wheu she caiuc closer to US she set hercanvas. 
Was ste:iiiiiiig when we first saw her. We made sigiials. We used a11 
oar wit81i ail India-rubber blar~lret ou it. Sho~li l  ,judge she IviIs about 
jour miles from US then, and close to the Iai1d. We tliouglit  lie \\'ilS corn- 
ing to us. Saw 110 oiie on board. I tliiuli. any one 011 tlie look-out 
slioulil hiL\Te seen us. I cannot say iu \That couditioii the ship was in. She 
stezimetl in behind an island. 111 the afteriioou, about four o'cl~ck, our 
floe went :idrift. That evening wc SiIJv ihe Polaris 
between the island and wain land; close into the iiiaiii lillld. She had 
her silils down. I u  t h e  e ~ ~ u u i u g  we 
tried to reach diore, but tho ice c a m  iu ou tis, and we c 'me  nigh losing 
a, boat. We got on the floe. All hands were tired out, aut1 uot iiblo to 
get our boat back where the other one mas. We left it, iiud returned to 
the otlicr boat, whore were our provisions and tent. We set our tent, 
and m i i t  to sleep. Next morning the piece we were on brolre'off the 
floe, sepnrating us froui one of our boats, soine provisioiis, aiid the can- 
vas housc. Wo could not secure the boat, It was blowing too hard. 
Next day we started to build snow.houses. Caught a couple oi' seals. 
Some d a ~  s afterward Joe ~ 7 x 3  on the hunmack with Captaiii II:~ll's apj-. 
glass. De discovered the boat and the caiiv;w3 houso. I ~slred Joe if 
the ice was strong enough to get across; Joe told me i t  was. We 
started to the floe where the boat was, with a few dogs. We got up to 
tho boat. We got six bags of bread out of tho caiiras Izousc, took i t  in 
the boat, and started back for our snow-houses. We got back in the 

We drifted south, 

In the eveniug a gale set in again. 
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aft@ruoon. I think i t  mas next afternoon we started back again to the 
main floe. Joe aud Hans turned to, and niade a sleigh. Next rnoruing 
we started across again. We broke the canvashouse down: put as 
much wood as we could get on the sleigh, some cauvas, and weut back 
to our snow-huts. Next day we started again to gct some more wood 
and canvas. Next dag me started again j there was then little wootl, 
two bags, poles, aud a little caums left. The rest of the nieu were out 
looking for provisious ; but they coulclu’t see :mything. Then we turnetl 
to and built a cook-house out of cauvas. We cooked the little grub me 
Iiad with wood. Couple days afterward Captain Tyson sent Hans aud 
Joe toward shore to find a road-passage for our boats. Hans arid Joe 
came bitck aut1 reported that they had beeu ashore on the islaud. Cap- 
tain Tjsoli theu told u s  to have ererytliiug ready to makc a start iu- 
shore after thc spriug tide was over. We started across with a boat for 
our provisious, some clothes, some musk-ox skins, and some of our am- 
miinition. W e  started back a little piwe, to the floe where we had 
fetched the boat off couple days before. Toward the shore, we left her 
there, aud went back to our snow-houses to get the other boat, the rest 
of the provisions, clothes, sliiiis, ammunition, and rifles, and started 
across back to the wain floe-the sauie floe the ship liad beeu lying on 
all the time. We started across again with dogs aucl sleigh, to get the 
few things we could not carry in the boats. We loaded the sleigh with 
a couple truuks, couple sticks fire-mood, little blubber, aud went off 
again to the main floe. Next morning Joe started with team of dogs 
to  fetch fire-wood j he mas goue a little while, and came back and re- 
ported that all the .ice waa brolren up. We went across agaiu ou the 
broken ice, and found the piece coutaieing our snow-houses. We got 
some clothes and a rifle. William Jackson and I then started off with 
8 team of dogs. We found Hails with a team of dogs coining back 
where our  snow-houses were. They went back to the boats, and told us 
the ice was broken up. When w13 came to the broken 
ice weleft the dogs and sleigh staudiug there and walked across tliebrolreri- 
up ice. Light suow was falling. A t  last we found the pieco our sriow- 
houses were 011. We fetched the lrgalr, Captain Hall’s rifle, some car- 
penter tools back over the broken-up ice. When we got over the 
broken-up ice to the fast icc again, two of our men took the ] z j ~ . ~ k ,  and 
William Jackson and I took tlie boat. They brought back the team. 
Then we were all ou the main floe agaiu, aud that was adrift. When 
we got on the main ice again, we built snow-houses, and lived tliero a11 
winter. We were on that piece for five mouths, uritil the first day of 
April. On the first of April we started with our boat for shore. The 
floe, which had origiually been a mile aud R half across, liad riow got re- 
duccd to about 30 paces across. We abandoned this ou the first o€ 
April, arid endeavored to work west with the boat we had left. The 
other boat had been broken for firewood in the minter. Whenever we 
got a chance to work westward we mould do so in the boat, and when 
we coultl fiud 110 opening that we could get through, we landed on the 
best piece of ice we could find. We lived principally on seals, which 
the natives killed whenever there was open water. Toward tlie last of 
April we found very few seals, and got very umch reduced in provisions. 
We got reduced down to our last biscuits. We had three aucl a half 
loaves bread left for nineteen persous for our last meal, Joe and I went 
up higher on the huinmock t.0 Bee if we could fiud an openiug. Look- 
ing westmard we saw something move; I told Joe it must be a bear. I 
first thought it was a loose cake of ice. All at once he lifted up his 
haad, and Joe let drive a t  him, and shot him right in the head. Couple 

We went aliead. 
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of days before that we came very nigh being lost ; a heavy swell washed 
over us; we couldn't do anrthing but liold to the piece we were on. The 
children were in the boat j the women were outside with us; we could 
not have them in theboat. We were prettx much played out j the water 
mashed over us all night; we had uo dry clothes to put on; had throw.u 
everything away. A few days after this we mere rescued by the 
Tigress, as has Seen described by the others, and brought iuto Bay 
Roberts, and tllen into Saint John's. The dogs me had 011 the ice we 
had to shoot, except two which me kept alive by giving them skins 
mhicli we had j one of them died. 

Question. Do you thiulr the separation of the ship from sou was 
acsiclental ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 
Questiou. Do yon think slie could have come to you 1 
Answer. I Can't tell whether she could have got to us or not, without 

Iznowing the condition of the ship. I thiulr sho could have got t o  us if 
she had been in good condition. I don't thiulr she will be able to come 
 do^^ uuless she gets soiiie help. I am willing to go after her, and 1 
tliinlr the rest of' the meii are willing to go. 

Question. Do you lriiovr if any of the officers ever got driuilr 1 
Answer. I do not; 1 am no judge whether a tiian has got liquor or 

Question. Did you find any drift-wood 1 
Answer. Some of the men found some drift-wood. In Polaris Bay, 

011 the southeast shore, I foiiiid a piece of drift-wood about tliree aiitl H 
half feet long, aid about as tliiclr as iny arm, witlioiit bnrlr. I thiiilt 
it  was some kind o i  soft mood j I could not s;is it' it was ;z bramich of' a 
tree or not. It was a straight piece; it was very ruucli woru. A little 
fhrther in shore I found a~iotliur piece about a foot aiid:b halflong; this 
n'w about two miles south of our winter quortors. The biggest piece 
IV'W about oue hundred feet from the water ; the other piece was about 
half a mile from shore, iu a r:wine; both pieces scum t o  bo the smie 
kiild of wood. Then I found a sleigh~runner up on Cape Lupton, 011 tlie 
water's edge. 

not. Never saw any oiie clruulc. 

Examination of Peter Jol~nsoi~, SBCLI)~CLIE.  

I ain 33 years old j was born in Denmark j ha8ve been iii this country 
eight or nine years. Am one of the crew of the Polaris, :mil sailed 
with her from New Yorlz. I joined her here in Washiugton. We left 
Uperuavik about the middle of August, 1871. I doll" know aii~Aiing 
about charts j but after leaving Uperrirzvik we sailed along pretty muoh 
foll.owing the land. We stopped a t  Tnssuisalr. We went up through 
MeLvillo Bay, up through Kennedy Ohannel. We went on the west side, 
going up through Smith's Souucl. We were 011 the west side most of the 
time until m e  came to what has been celled 1C:mds Open Sea; it wns 8 
bay; me could see land on both sides. Captaiu Htill c;illed i t  PolarisBtby. 
After me got through this we weut iiito another chaniiel; Captain Hall 
CaUecl th;tt Robeson Chnnliel. A€ter we got iiito minter-quarters Cap- 
tain Hall went north on a sledge-journey. We had heeu UP higher, but 
had to come back to go iuto winter-quarters. 0:iptain Hall was gone 
abaut two weeks. After be came back to the ship be took sickright 
after, and i u  about fourteen days afterward he died. He died in, the 
lwrniug. I was called up about 9 or 10 o'clock that morning. I saw 
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Captain Hall when he came back ; we were outside banking up the ship 
by putting snow all around us. He looked well ; came up and shook 
hands with all of us. I did not see hiin again until we went into church 
next Sunday. We did not have church that Sunday; he was too sick. 
We had church every Sunclaj as long as he was alive, except this last 
Sunday. I did not see 
him a t  any other time when he was sick, and do not know what was 
the matter m-ith him ; they said he was out of his mind ; everybody that 
went to see him said he \vas out of his mind. I believe Esquirnaux Joe, 
Hannah, and Mr. Martin attended him while siclz. We buried Captain 
Hall on the 11th of November. I have no reason to believe that he died 
fsorn any other than natural causes ; he didn’t show any signs of any- 
thing being wrong ; he looked quite himself; he looked just the same 
as when alive. I never heard anybody say he had been poisoned, and 
have uo reason to believe auything of the kind. He used to say some- 
body was going to shoot him. They said he mas not in his right senses, 
and that he did not know what he was saying. After Captain IIall d i d  
we diddt do auything. We didn’t have any sun ; it mas cornpletely 
dark. In the latter 
part of winter a gale of wiud strnck us, and we drifted down alongsido 
an iceberg. when we got a line and tied her fast. She lay 011 tho spur 
of the iceberg with her bow ; she lay on this iceberg ail winter; we 
could not get her oft, and the tide rising and falling straiued her stem’ 
so that she leaked considerably when she broke out, which was not un- 
til the latter part of June. We were away in boats when she broke out, 
and I do not, know exactly what clay. They had to keep ste:mi-pumps 
going to keep her afloat. After we got back we kept her afloat with 
the hand-pumps. We were up in Newman’s Bay, about 20 or 22 miles 
from the ship; cannot say correctly about the distance, but i t  was 
longer by boat than i t  woulcl have been straight :moss. I think we 
started the 1st of June. I went in one of the boats with Captain Ty- 
son; Dr. Bessels was in our boat; Mr. Mejer was in the other boat 
with Mr. Chester. We had twelve inen with us in the two boats, 
,qix in  each boat, including t h e  officers. We were waiting for a 
chance to go north, but the ice drifted so thick and heavy we could 
not get through it. The scientific men took observations when they 
could-whenever the sun mas out. The doctor didn’t do much of any- 
thing; he was snow-blind most of the time. The temperature np in 
Newman’s Bay was always below freezing; it was not very cold in the 
summer. There was not very much snow on the ground. There were 
a few flowers growing in a sort of UIOSS. I do not remember seeing any 
timber floating in t h e  bay. I found some small pieces of drift-wood, 
about as large as my arm ; could not tell what kind of wood i t  wis. No 
wood grew there, except a few scrawny willows ; some specimens were 
brought aboard the ship ; do not recollect seeing any  except this I have 
described. Prom where we were we could see up through the channel. 
After it got throtlgh, the land ran east on one side and northwest on the 
other. We could not see land across to the north of it ; could see land 
northwest as far as we Could see. We left the boats there; one of them 
was stove in. a. Chester mas zt mile or so ahead, when a heavy floe 
came in and broke his boat. We were up in Newman’s Bay about 
thirtyseven os thirtyeight days, when Hans came back and told us 
they could not keep the ship afloat. We walked back to the ship. She 
started south. Some time in the first part of Augwt! we tied up to a 
piece of ice, and drifted alolg for about two ?nontha. The leak in the 
&ip didn’t mako so much water. We kept her clear with the little 

The services were conducted by Mr. Bryan. 

We were in OLX winter-quarters: in Polaris Bay. 
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hand-pump. We kept relieving each other; three or four ~iieii used to 
pump at A time. On tho 15th of October it W ~ S  blowing hard froin the 
Southeast. We heard a crash, and, 
loolriiig out of the wiudow, we saw the ice coming in ou us, mid told 
Captaiu Buddingtoil. De called on all hands to get the provisions over- 
board. Some of us went 011 tho ice. The wind was blowing A gale, and 
driftiug tho snow, while we were on the ice. All a t  once tlie ship broke 
loose. I don't think i t  was more than five minutes before she was out 
of sight. ,I  was 011 tho inaiii piece of ice ; some of the inen were on the 
Small pieces, and had to be brought off on boats. We got all together 
OII one piece. We lost most of tlie bread and provisions, because me 
tried to s a w  our boats. We o d ~ 7  had one sled-load of prosisions ; that  
is all we got OB. In the morning we tried to go 011 shore; we got about 
half n iiiile, but could not go aiiy farther 011 aocouut of tho ice. In  the 
afternoon \T" saw the ship some miles off; we could see her quite plain. 
me put up a black rubber blanket on an oar; thought they would see 
us, but she steamed in behiiitl nn islaiitl, and we lost sight of her. I 
donY liiiom what condition slie n'as in ; she had probably been drift- 
ing about all t h a t  night. It would take about f i r e  tons of C O : ~  to get 
up steam, and she could not h:iw h:id m a q -  tons left. She had :I 
luge break it1 her stern. We tried to get to her t1r:it cjveniug; 
we mero pretty well pln~ecl out;  the ice comcf settiug clown on us, 

)and Nest inorn- 
ing we lost one of our boats, but teu clays afterward we fouud it. 
W,e finally floated OR and lost all trace of the ship. Olio of the boats 
"9 afterward cat up to burn for fire-mood diiririg the winter ; the keel 
of it we put under that  of the other boat, to save it froin being stove 
UJI when we drew it on the ice. We mere on tho ice 107 days-from the 
l&h of October until the last of April. We irera on one floe about five 
months, I thiuk. Wheu we fouud we were going out into the sea, we 
loft tho piece we mere on and tried to get 011 shore ; we would laiid on 
agood piece of ice until we got a chai~ce to go westward; wheu we 
copld not go west we tried to go south. I do not know how mai1-j- dif- 
ferent pieces me mere on altogether, sometimes ~ W O  or three iu oiie day. 
On0 tima n-e mere fourteen or fifteen days 011 one piece. We got n e a  
out of provisions j had only a little bread lei% Sor supper. That night 
me caught :I bear. We caught pleiity of seals until w e  got jamniod up iu 
the ice, when we could not get at tlieiii any more. We mere piclied up 
on the last day of April. On the 25th day of April we saw a ste:hmor ; 
she came steaming clown from the southward, about southwest. We 
saw her smoke. We watched them until it ~ L S  so dark me could not see 
them any more. We set watch. Next morning we saw t h o  steamer 
again, about four or five miles distant. We made sigoa;ls to her ;  
hoisted up blankets; got up on high pieces of ice; there  is some 
shoved up by the sea ; we got all the fire-arms we had ;ind fired them 
all at once, hoping they would hear us. At'ter we fired tliree tiines we 
head them fire, and thought they liad heard us, biit conld not get to 
ua Soon after they steamed away out of sight,, niid we gave it up for 
lost. That night we kept up a fire all iiiglit ; we volled up the canvas 
!vja Some blubber we had end kept up the Are all night. Nest morw 
ing at live 07clock we saw the ship again, and we hailed her, There 
was also ariotlier steaiier coming from the other,sicie, about; five hun- 
dred yards ofl, We were rescued j we got into tlie sto;imer, got a smoko 
and soinething to  cat, and they brought us to Saint Johu's. We lay in 
Sailit Joh117s three days. I cikunot say if the steamer c~tne  clown home 
ou account of us or not. They said one of their boilers guvo outl; thoy 

We were working at t,he pump. 

could not get back to tlie plilce we had left. 
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could not get steam only in one boiler. I think they came down because 
he could not get back to the sealing-ground. After they got us they 
caught 270 seals; don’t know how many they got om t h e  voyage : think 
7,000. I do not think the people on board the Polaris niearit to abandon 
us. I think they had some reason for not coming to us ; perhaps the 
ship was in such bad condition, or it may have looked to them as if me 
could have come to them. It must have looked from the ship as if we mere 
close to the shore. I think she is in e good place to get out, and if she 
only h:id coal enough she would come home, but she has very little. If 
she has any inore leak than when v e  left her they won’t be able to keep 
her afloat. They are pretty near shore, and there must be natives close 

We never saw any of them. I doli% lrnom aaythi~ig about 
any difficulty aboard the ship-nothing of the kind. I heard the otlicers 
aft didn’t agree very well, but did not see anything. I liave seen 
Uaptdn Buddingt80n when he hac1 a little too n~uch j could not see it on 
any of the rest of them. The night we lost’ the ship Captain Budding- 
bm was all right ; there was D O  liquor on the ship then. 

Question. Do you lrrrom of any other difficulty in the ship 1 
Answer. No, sir, not any ; we had good rules on the ship so long as 

Captairi Hall was alive j not so good after that ; there was not SO much 
rules aftbr that. 

Question. How was it on the ice ’I 
Answer. We got along me11 enough ; didn’t have much to eat ; we ‘ 

didn’t know much aboub rules on the ice j i t  was not the place to think 
much about it. When Captain Tyson told us to do anything, we always 
done it; and when we didn9 we found out i t  didn’t turn out well. 
When we were picked up Uaptain Tyson said we were only about 
twenty-five or thirty iniles from laud. I kept no record ; kept a note- 
book on board the ship, but it was left in the ship. 

I to them. 

Prod. Aunting, aeuinun, exa’niined. 

I mas born in Russia, on the Prussian border. I joined the Polaris at 
Washington. After we left Disco we went through Smith’s Sound, 
then up KennedS Channel, past Cape Coustitutiou, and ~ C S O Y S  what mas 
called K:iue7s Open Sea, and found it to be a bay. Northward of that 
w e  found another c1i:tunel or strait j we cirlled the bay Polaris Bny, and 
the strait north of it  Robesou Strait. The first cape on tho Green- 
land side, above Polaris Bay, tliey Galled Cape Lupton. There was a bay 
uorthward, rnalriog out of Robeson Streit, which tbey called N e r -  
111i~u’s Bay. We went in the ship up nobesou Strait to latitude 820 
16’ j that is what the scientific men told us was the latitude. We diu 
not go quite through the strait, but could see through i t ;  we could see 
where the land above us  made.08 to the eastward, also to the west. From 
Cape Union the land broke off to the west j on the other side i t  com- 
menced to break off from Cape Brevoort, on the Greenland side. It 
seenwd as if the laud macle off southeast. We could see land on the 
other side make northward as far as we could 8ee. After me reachecl 
the highest point, the ship was driven back before the ice by a northeast 
gale. After the gale there Seelned to be open water to the northward, 
but  the ship did not go any farther north. We made several attempts 
t~ find a harbor in Robuson Strait, b u t  could find none. We wore 
obliged to make our winter quarters on the east shore of’ Polaris Bay, 
about four iniles below Cape Lupton, in  a small bay which Uaptain Hall 
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called Thank God Harbor. There we anchored uuder the lee of an ice- 
berg, 011 the eastern side of the iceberg, between it aud the shore. 
There we went into winter quarters, erected an observatory on the 
shore, put provisions on the shore, and began banking in the ship. 
After we got into winter quarters Captain Hall went off ou a sledgo 
Journey. He started alone, with Joe and Haus and Mr. Chester, all in 
o w  sleigh, but afterward seut m e  of the Esquimaux back for niiothor 
sleigh. They welit across overland to Newman’s Bay, and theu across 
the bay to Cape Brevoort. They were gone about two weeks. They 
went iu the early part of October. I shook hands with Oaptaiii Hall 
when he came back ; he shook Iiancls with all of us ; he seemed very 
well. Be weut aboard the ship, aud the next day I h a r d  he was siolr. I 
never saw him again until after he mas dead, and I don’t lruow what was 
the matter with him j they said he was delirious. I helpcd bury Iiiiu. All 
of the shipk coinpany were present. The services were read by Mr. Bryan. 
Be was buried about half a milo from the ship, to the southward of the 
0bservator.y. After that Captain Buddiugton took conimaud of the 
ship, aiid we lay iu winter quarters all winter; the scieiit8ific men 
kept up their observations all the time. Some time in the uiouth 
of Norember, after Captain Hall’s death, the ship broke adrift, aiid we 
went up alongside an iceberg. There we ~7ere made fast, tliid were 
frozeu in. Next morniug thore was a calm; and tliere was opeu water 
back of where the ship mas lyiiig before, but the ship was not moved 
back: I do not know why. Prettx soon we were frozeu in itgaiii, and 
we anchored fast in the iceberg. The iceberg put out a spur nuder the 
bow of tho Polaris. We had several gales afterward, and the foot of 
the iceberg was driven under the stem of the vessel. She lad there all 
minter, with her stem on the foot of the iceberg, and her sterii rising 
and falling with the tido. This broko a part of her stem a ~ i d  split some 
plauks, which made her leak mhen she broko out the next suiuiiier. I 
\-ieat north with the boats with Mr. Chester just before the vessel broke 
out in Julg. We la,y there during the winter, suriug, and early summer. 
In July Mr. Chester and Captain T p o n  made an expedition nortli with 
two boats. I weut in tho boat with Mr. Chester. Mr. Meyer was with 
us. Dr. Bessels was with Captain Tpon. We could not go farther 
north thari Newinan’s Bay. Our boat was lost in the ice shortly after 
we Ptarted-when me were about three days :way from the ship. We 
meiit back and got a canvas boat, and caiiie again to Ne\vi~iin’s Bay ; 
but w e  got no farther uorth than ilbout the middle of Nemman’s Bay. 
After staying there more than a mouth, trying to  goiiorth with the boats, 
they sent word for us to come back to  the ship. We fina811y weut  back, 
and found the ship had broken out, and \vas leaking considerablg. 
Afterward the leak seemed to dirniuisli, and she made lcss water. We 
could keep her clear by pumping five to seven minutes each hour with the 
four deck-pumps; I don’t reinembermhiit day, but some time in tho month 
of August, we mado OUT way slowly down albng the west shore, until 
about opposite Oape B’raper, where we got beset in the ice. We floated 
down with the ice, getting southward whenever wo got a chance. Finally 
 re were anchored to a large floe, and floated dowii before it. At  last, 
on the 15th of October, there came a severe gale, and another large 
piece of ice cam0 up against the ship from the southward. The ship 
was under heavy pressure, and was lifted up and keeled over on her 
starboard side. We had a good deal of provisions, ammuiiition, aud 
materials for fuel all ready on deck in case of an accident of this Bind. 
The order was given to throm the provisioiis overboard on the ice. At 
the saim time Claptain Buddington sang out, 6‘ Work nom for your lives, 
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boys." A party were out on the ice carrying provisions higher upon tho 
ice. At  the same time Captain Buddiilgton saw that the ice.anchor 
had left its place, and should be put back. Some men went to do this. 
Just then the ice begari to crack. We sang out to Captain Buddington 
that the ice was cracliiugJust where the boats were. Hr. gave orders 
to -pull the boats on the solid ice. Just  theu the ice commenced to open 
again, antl left some of our men on the separate piece of ice, with some 
provisions. Just  as we got the old scow Jauuched to take the iueii 
off this separate piece of ice, the ship brolre loose a n d  went away 
in the darkness. She was goue in an instant, aud iu a iniiiutc 
or two was out of' sight. She drifter1 OK Binally, we lannuhed 
one of the boats, and got the men oft' the separate piece on 
to the rnairi floe again. The provisions that were on that piece 
mere lost. It was a dark night, blowing a fresh gale, snow drifting 
very hnrcl. We laid down and went to sleep ou the ice, alongside the 
boats. We might have saved more provisions during the night, but 
Captaiii Tyson thought we mould see the vessel in the morning. In the 
morniiig we could not see the vessel nor the provisions. We niacle 
several attempts t o  get O J ~  shore dnriug that day but mere not able to  
succeed. Aloug in  the day me caught sight of the ship comirrg dowu 
from the  ~ o r t h ~ i ~ r d ,  under s t e m  aud canvas. We set our colors; In18 
an India-rubber blanket on an oar, dark side out. Supposed she was 
coming clowii to take us o d  She didn't C O I ~ C ,  however, but steamed in 
between the island and main land ; and TVO lost sight of' her. We COD- 
tinuecl our efforts to get on shsre, and got on various pieces of ice from 
time to time. One time Haus and Joe had goue out to  see if we could 
get ashore; reported that me could reach it. They themselves hid 
reached a small island, and came back and reported to us. We started, 
but before we could reach it the ice \vas again brolren up, and we were 
adrift, aud were unable to reach the shore. Piuplly, after moving about 
from piece to piece on the ice, me got back again on the iiiaiii floe. We 
left one of our boats, however, 011 another piece, but about two weelis 
afterward we fortun;itely saw it again, and with some difficnlty got it 
and its contents on to our main piece. After we commenced to float on 
the ice we rounded the channel between the island and main land, antl 
we could see the sliip lying close iu shore. She seemed to us to be 
right lip to the shore j her sails were furled, and there was 110 steaiu to 
be seen theu. It was the shore of the wain laud that she was  close to; 
that mas the last me saw of her. We built siiow-houses OIL the f l o w 1 1  
the highest parts of it. Four of the crew lived in one; Joe, Hannah, 
and @apta8iu T p o n  in another j Hans aud his family in another ; and 
another mas used as a store-house. We mere put on an allowance OS 
eleven ouiices of provisions per day. This mas weighed out on a scale 
inade by Jfr. Meyer, witli weights made with shot. We caught some 
seals dtiring the winter, and lived on this floe, floating southward for 
five months. The floe, when we first got on it, mas about one and a 
half miles across. We abandoned it on the 1st da,y of' April. It was 
tihen a small piece, not more than twentr to twenty-five paces across. 
Our houses liad been put on the thickest atid strongest part of thc 1 )leci3. 
Wlml we left this piece we took to the boat; we bad left tho otlleg 
Imviug bee11 burned for fire-wood during the winter. Pot  in every- 
thing we could carry, and tried to make our way westn.arc1 ashore. 
This WQ did for three nwdrs, making our way westward whenever we 
got a chance; aud when the ice was not sufficie~itl~ open Eoi u s  to 

, do'this, we landed on the solid ice. By this means we reached pack-ice 
drifted nearer shore. We caught a good many soaltj whenever w e  could 
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get to open water, but ~ h e n  we got to pack-ice we caught very few, a i d  
sometimes got very muck reduced in provisions. About the 20th of April 
we were reduced to a handful of biscuits among nineteen people. On 
that very dternoon Joe shot a bear that canie across the ice toward us, 
aud from that time w e  had plenty of meat until we were rescued. VC’e 
were fiina1l.y picked up on tlie last clay of April by the &eamer Tigrtw, 
and brought into Newfounclland. We had a rery hard time on the-ice, 
aud partiunlarly after we stilrted, trying to make shore. One night a 
heavy sea swept over the ice we were on, sweeping the ice-cakes over it. 
We could do nothing but cling to the boat, in which we had put the 
cllilclren and provisions, and hold i t  and ourselves on the ice du~iiig tho 
whole night. We were all drenched to the sltiii that nighb, and never 
had a u  opportunity to dry our clotlies until we were rescued. I t h h k  
our separatiou from the  ship was purely accidental. The itext day she 
could have come back’to us, but I don’t know what condition she was 
iu. I tlodt know whether she leaked any more just before she was 
taken nway; perhaps they thought me could get to them j I don’t know 
about, that;  perhaps t h c j  were not in a conditioii to do so. I hardly 
think the vessel can get out without assistance. I found a few pieces 
of drift-mood. I found a piece about half a foot long, soft wood, but 
could not ninke out what kind of wood it was. It did not come from 
anything that grew there, nor did it come from the boat. It was apiece 
of plain wood j had never been cut with tools. I found this as we were 
couiing back from Newman’s Bay to  the Polaris, about thirty or forty 
pmls southeast from the shore of Bewinan’s B q .  

Question. Do you know of any difficulty between the officers on the 
ship t 

Answer. KO, sir; never heard of any difficulty, except some little dif- 
ficulty between the captain and Mr. Meyer, a t  Disco. I. 4ave never 
seen a11y of the officers drunk. Did not hear of any cjfficer being drunk. 
I did uot keep any record. I caunot writo. 
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Examiiaaiion qf Witlimn Juchon, oook. 

i was born in New Yorlr; am 25 years old. I sailed with the ship 
Polaris ; joined lier in New London. I don’t know 
anything about charts. After leaving Upernavik we kept sailing 
north. I h p t  in sight of land most of the ~ a y .  Went up until stopped 
by tho ice. Tried to make winter-quarters. W e  laid there some dags, 
and then drifted farther south asgain, aud went into winter-quarters be- 
l o w ~  We took some provisions ashore, and laid there, alongside an ice- 
h r g ,  all minter. After we got in winter-quarters Captain Hall went 
north, on a sledgs:journey, tiud when he came bnck he v a s  taken sick. 
I don’t know exactly how long he was sick. I remember when he Came 
back, but don’t remember tho data I met. him on tho gangyay, and 
Sbook hands with him. He was me11 and hearty. I 8aw him all the 
time after that,. I slept hi the cabin. He was taken sick directly after 
he came back from his journey ; the same night. Wheu he first came 
aboard, the steward got him some cogeee from t h e  galley. Uannot SRY 
whether h e  gave him anything else or not. The cogee was taken from 
the galley the same as everybody else had. It masdirectly after dinner, 
ant1 he got the s m e  cofleo we had for dinner. I didnot see the steward 
give it t o  him. That night he was sick. Tlwt night, when I came into 
the cabin, Captain Hall wag sick. He accused people of poison- 

1 was ship’s cook. 

24 N 
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ing him. B e  didn't call him by uame, but I seen him point toward 
Dr. Bessels and say, "That man poisoned me." After he got 
prett,y bad he thought everybody was tryiug to  poison him. They 
said h e  was out of his head. He tliought I was going to shoot 
him. I went to get niy pipe one night out of my bunk. He  sent 
Captain Buddiugton over to overhaul my bunk, to see what I had 
i n  there. I have 110 idea that he died any but a natural death. 1 
have uo reason to think anything to the contrary. There was no diffi- 
culty on board the ship; no mutiny or anything of the kind, so far as L 
know. After Captain Hall was buried on shore we lay in winter-quar- 
ters there all through the winter. I n  the spring an expedition was 
made north in t h e  boats. I did not go with them. The scientific men 
mere busy all t h e  time. They had an observatory on shore aud were 
kept busy. The doctor was making his observations, shooting birds, 
Stuffing them, and such things, but didn't get many birds. The ship 
broke out before the boats came back. We tried to go up where the 
boats were, but could not for the ice. After they came back we started 
south. We kept going until we got beset in the ice; then we drifted 
down. On the 15fh of October we were anchored fast to au ice-floe. 
The ice broke up, and the ,ship got beset in the ice. The ice came up 
from the southward and jammed her pretty tight. We t'hought she 
was sinking. We were putting provisions on the ice. While we were 
on the ice the ship got adrift. 1 don't know whether she slipped her 
lines or not. One of her lines slipped; the other went off I don't know 
how. We 
were on the floe we had been anchored to, ou the main piece. Some of 
the other men were on the other pieces. Orders wero for all hands to 
jump on the ice. I took my bag from the cabin, threw it on the ice, and 
then followed it. Other things from the ship were thrown to us. It 
was blowing a gale and mow drifting. Don% thiuk it was snowing. 
Next day we tried to get ashore with our boats, but had to go back on 
the floe. In  the evening we tried again to get on shore. We saw the  
ship before we tried t o  get on shore the last time. She looked to me to 
be about ten miles off. I could see her as far down as the rails. Could 
see her sail, but could not see the rigging to make i t  out. I was above 
the water, but not very high. When we left the ship she was leaking 
.pretty badly; we had to keep her pumps going nearly a11 the time. 
We kept her clear with the hand-pump. When we saw the ship we 
tried to draw their attention. We got up a blanket on 8 pole or oar 
and tried to mako them see it. Some of our party saw the ship after- 
ward, but I did not. Four or five of us went over on the other side 
st@ get something. When we came back they said they had seen 
the ship. Then we floated down on the ice. We were on the ice 
six months and eleven days. I could not say how long me were 
on otie piece. Most of the time we were on the piece the ship 
had been tied to. A t  first it* was about two or three miles big; I 
should thiuk, 8 round piece, but got down pretty small before we got 
OB; 1 could D o t  Say exactly how large ; I wrtnted to get itway so bad I 
didn't take much notice how large the piece was. Whenever we got 
clear water me went in the boats; whenever w e  could not we went on 
the ice. Got feet wet sometimes. I stood the cold good deal better 
than some of the rest. Capta!n Tyson stood it the worst; he com- 
plained of cold near1)- all the time. W e  got pretty near out of pro- 
visions. We caught good inany seals while we were in the boats. 
Billed two bears, the last one not very long before we were picked up, 
just  as we were getting out of provisions. We got down to our last 

It was blowing pretty heavy j I don% know what direction. 
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meal; had a little bread left, about enough for one man ; we were going 
to have it for supper. About a week after that we were picked up. I 
cannot say that any officer ou the ship got drunk. I never saw any one 
khat  you might call drunk. I heard them say some got druuk, but 
never saw t'hem drunk mj-self; not a t  a r i ~  time. There might hare 
been such a thing, but I did not see it. When me first went on the ice, 
Captain Tyson was in  charge of the provisions; there mas sometbiug 
wroug abont it, and he gave i t  up. Soine others took charge. Whether 
he had some words with any of them I do not know. 

Question. Were thc provisions given to you to cook 9 
Anawer. No, sir. We didn't do an)- cooking on the ice. 
Question. Did you ever see any stealing o f  provisions 9 
Answer. No, sir. 
Question. Did the man who had charge of the provisions give Cap- 

tain Tgson his share f 
Answer. The man who hac1 charge had a small scales, which Mr. 

Meyer had rigged up, mid gibve each his share. Be had tliis before 
Captain Tgson stopped issuing provisions. Captain Tyson directed the 
moveinents of the boats when we tried to get ofl; and directed the 
natives about the killiug of seals, aiid things of that kind. Nobody, 
that I know of, refused to do as Captain Tyson told them. 

Journal of Herman Sienmas, suilor on board of the United States steawier 
0. P. Hall, O O ~ I ~ ~ I L ~ ~ K ~ E ~ ;  Polaris, on an expedition to the Iiorth pole. 

Trunslated from the G'ernian by B. R. K n o w ,  esq. 

PRAYER WECEN STARTING. 

ALL-HNoWING FATHER, on Thee I call and pray, t h a t  Thou lnnxest 
look upon us in Thy mercy and *long be with us in this cruise to the icy 
Nort,h. Thou ouly kiiowest whether we ever on earth shall see again 
our beloved, or whether we shall soon lay domn our pi1griin:s staff, I 
pray Thee to direct the hearts of all of us, that all on this ship way 
alwaTs bow before Thee. Let our eyes always be directed toward 
the heights of Golgotha, ahere Thou hast borne the burden of our sins. 
Lead us to endeavor to gain that which onlf is neede'd, that we may all 
say fogether, we  know tliat our Redeemer lireth. Then, even if the 
iceberg covers our mortal part, or the fierce polar bear tears it, we shall 
have Thee, Saviour, the best guide of our heart's ship. Hear m y  praj'er 
in  Thy great mercy, and for the Saviour Jesus Christ's sake. Amen. 

Thursday, June 29, a t  G p. m., me left New York, and arriwd on the 
following day, a t  114 a. ~ n .  a t  Ne!! London, wliere vve dropped anchor. 
In the evening we had divine Service on board, in which quito a riunlber 
of members of the Ijaptist congregation participated. I J ~  the night 
there was a thunder-storm with rain'. 

Monday, July 3, we left New London, with fine menther, On the 
4th, iith, and Gth it was fogg~,  but otherwise fair. I n  the eveuing of 
the '7th' in tho first watch, the weather changed ; dark clouds rose 8.w. 
above the horizon, and in n few minutes the entire sky became en- 
sl~roudcd ; the S.W. mind brought isain.squalls, fog, and w, violent thnn- 
der-stform ; the lightning vias without intermissiou ; for moments it. 

I Seemed as if' the firmament was on fire. Mter  midnight, hornever, the 
storin lulled domn. 

Sunday, the 9th, we hac1 divine service from 11 to 12 a. M., and Cap- 



3 82 REPORT O F  THE SECRETARY O F  THE NAVY. 

taiu Hall promised to have it, with God7s aid, ewrp Sunday. I was 
heartily glad tbat the n m o  of our Heavenly Puther shoultl thus be hal- 
lo wed. 

Monday, the loth, we saw the coast of Newfoundland. 
Thursday, the l l th ,  in tlie forenoon, several heavy blocks of ice were 

passed. A t  noon of the sime day we eutered tho harbor of Saiut John's, 
in which there were two icebergs. 

Ou Wednesday, the 10th, we left Saint John's, with God's aid all well 
and contented. I n  the evening, betweeu 10 and 11, an aurora borealis 
illuminated the sky with splendid rays. 

Tuesday, the  25th, the weather remaining tine, we were, a t  5 p:~., in 
latitude 58044' N.; longitude 59020' W. There mas agaiu an aurora in 
the morning, showing beautifully a t  times in a semicircle, and then 
rising almost to the zenith. 

Wednesday, the 2Gth, a t  7 a. m., we passed a piece of timber which 
appeared as if i t  had been floating for several years. 

Thursday, the aith,  a t  3.30 a. m., we saw the west coast of Greenland 
and a great number of icebergs-some near the coast, others as far dis- 
tant seaward as the eye could reach. A t  3 p. m. a pilot boarded ns in a 
kyak, a boat in  which only one person can sit i n  the center and which 
only cau be inanaged by one well used to it, as otherwise i t  would cap- 
size directly. With these boats the natives go out to sea hundreds of 
miles, even in stormy weather. A t  5.30 p. in. me came-to iu the harbor 
of Bisliannes. Greeulaud, which I then saw for the first time, is truly 
a sterile, mountainous country. The Danish settlement, Piskanaes, con- 
sists of tweuty houses and huts, with about seventy people. The houses 
d the goveruor had a decent appearmce, being of mood j but the lints 
of the Esquimaus mere composed of pieces of sod, with so low an en- 
trance that the people could only creep into them ; a few mere corered 
with seal-skin j the iutwior loolietl very poor. The natives live almost 
entirely on iish ; they are quite intelligent, and tliere is more brotherly 
love between them than in many Christian communities. Their garnients 
are made of seal and reindeer skin ; their boots are generally lined with 
feathers. The rroinen Tear jackets and pants like those of the male, but 
they are distinguished by a black head-cover, throu h the top of which 

wear short boots, while those of the men are long. 
Satnrclay, the 20th, a t  3 a. m., we left Fiskanaes, with beautiful 

weather. A t  four hours we psssed Lichteufels, where two Germau 
missionaries lire. In the afternoon the increasing breeze brought rain, . 
and at, 8 p. m. a gale blew from the S.W., creating a dark sky and a 
yiolent sea, which compelled us  to stop the engiue and to shorten sail, 
i n  order to avoid the icebergs. After midnight the gale abated. 

Monday, July 31, we entered the harbor of Holsteinberg, where we 
counted sixteen huts and fifty people. 

August 3, 2 p. m., we left Holsteinberg, and in the morning of the 
4th we came in sight of Disco Island. We passed numerous icebergs, 
some of Fhich we estimated of a height of 200 feet above the surface 
of the sea. At 2 P. m. a pilot came on board, aud a t  3 p. m. we anchored 
off Godhaven. This settlement contains twenty-seven houses, with 
about seventy people. 

Sunday, the 6 t h  Captain Hall, with some of us, visited the church, 
where also thirty Esquimeux attended. 

Thursday, the loth, the United States' ship Congress arrived from 
New Pork, with provisions and coal for us. mTe took a3 much as we 
could stow, and the remainder was stored on shore. 

We reniained there eight clnys. 

the hair h u g s  out in a plait iiiterwoven with re f ribbon ; they also 

, 
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Tuesday, the l'ith, we received some Esquimaux dogs, which are to  
draw t h e  sleighs in our 6xcursions. A t  noon Rev. Newman, of Wash- 
ington, and Rev. Braine, of the Congress, came on board ; the former 
preached a sermon and prayed with us. At  2 p. m. we left Qodhsven 
with fair weather, and passed the mme day many icebergs, which com- 
pelled US to change frequently the course. 

Friday, the 18th, a t  3 p. in., we were in latitude 710 57/ N., longitude 
500 GI W., and a t  1.30 p. in. we entered the harbor of Upernavik. This 
settlemen t consists of twenty-two houses, inhabited by sixty people. 
The Esquimaux appeared more dirty the farther north we came j most 
of them looked as if they had been smoked. Here llans came on board, 
with his wife and threeohildren. 

Tuesday, tho 20th, toward ereming, I ascended a hill, where I prayed 
some hours to God and m y  Redeemer, ani1 thought of my distant dear. 
I also visited tho burial-places, which lay scattered over the mountains, 
some almost near tlie tops, where it must have been difficult to carry 
the bodies. The coffins, of rough wood, were merely placed on the sur- 
face and covered with rock. The weight of the latter had burst the 
lids of some, so that the bodies could be seen. The Esquimaus told 
us that bodies which had been buried very many years appeared exactly 
as mhen buried. \Formerly the law was, among the Esquimanx, that 
at the death of the parents the eldest SOU inherited tho property. It is 
said thnt8some of them have enticed their parents into the mountains, 
and then thromu stones upon them, under which they still lie buried. 

Monday, the 21st, we received on board eight tons of coal, some more 
dogs, and seal-skins. A t  7 p. m. the governor came on board, intend- 
ing to accompany us to Tessuisnk. A t  8 we left Upernavik with fair 
weather, and arrived a t  11 off Kingit.uk, where the ciqtain and tlie gor- 
ernor landed to visit the governor of that place, returning at 1 o'clock 
with twel\70 dogs. We then proceeded, and came to on the 22d, at  5.40 
a. m., in Tessuisalc Harbor, where we also received a number of dogs, 
skins, and fur dresses. On the 23d fog prevented us from going to sea. 

Thursday, the 24th, TVO left'Iessuisak, the northernmost settlement. I n  
the evening of the 25th we narrowly escaped ruuriing in the darkness, 
with full steam-power, against a largo iccberg. In  the night, from the 
25th to the 2Gth, wo mere surrounded closely by drii't-ice and iccbergs, 
but with God's aid wero ahlo to work through them. August 2G, 6 
p. m., me passed Awash Island, in latitude 7Gi0 N., longitude 709 We 
At 7 p. m. we sa\f a piece of drift-ice protruding about two feet above 
the surfiice of the water, with thirty walrus on it. Seeing us tlieg 
jumped into the mater, and two shots fired iuto tliem seemed not to  have 
hit them, the distance being too great. That night and the iiest fore- 
noon we again were so surrounded by ice that i t  was iiiffiqlt to pro- 
ceed. A t  noon of the 27th we were in latituclo 770 51' N., mhcro the 
needle of the compass showed a deviation of nine points, At  3.30 11. m. 
l y e  passed tho harbor where Kaue wintered in lSG0; and a t  0 p. ni. tlie 
winter harbor of Kane in 1853 to 1SB5, where he left .tho remaiiider of 
his ship which he had uot Used for fuel, bore east distmt 14 miles. NO 
vessel but our Polaris has ever penetrated farther north on the west 
coast of Greenlaud. We did uot meet therc as much icc as we had es' 
pectecl. On the 2Sth of August, at G a. m., we came up with Cape 
Prazor in latitude SOo N. A boat was lowered, in which Captxiii Ilnll 
and fire of us landed, for tho first time in so high a latitude. We in- 
tended to look for a harbor, but did not find any placo for shelter. Pro- 
ceeding fawther, we enconntered greai; quantities of ice, throngh which 
me pushed on north. A t  11 1). m. me passed Cape Constitution, OD 
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W:ishington Land, (Greenland,) in latitude 510 N., the northernmost 
~ o i n t  reached by Dr. Kane, 1534, in sleighs, where he believed to have 
seeii the opcu Polar Sea; but hc erred, as we discovered the coasts to  
extend still farther in a northern directiou, with high mountains back 
of them. On the 20th, at 11 :i. in., we re:iched Cape Lirber, in lat- 
itude SlO 84' N., discovered 1800 by Kane on :L sleigh excursion. No 
one hiis ever been farther on tlie Griunell Laud side; here onr discover- 
ies were to begin. The distance of the coasts from each other, in the 
narrow part of the strait, is aboat 40 miles. The land is likewise inoun- 
tninons and high. A t  4 p. m. fog set in, and a t  G \re mere couipellecl to 
stop the engines, as we wero surrotinded by grcat ice-fields, to one of 
which me fastened the ship by ice-aiichors and hawsers. A t  7 p. m. the 
fog lifted, and we could see both coasts, when we again started, trying 
to press through the ice, with which the ship came irequently in collis. 
sion. It mas very cold, the mind blowing strong from the north. X e  
worked along throughout the night to ci O ' C ' I O O ~  i u  the morning, when 
me saw firm ice from one coast to tbe  other. Under these circumstances 
it, became important t o  look for a winter station, but there seemed to 
be none in this vicinity. A t  0.30 fog set again in with snow, and m e  
had again to fasten the ship to  a floe, mliere we lay to 78 p. m., when 
me saw some  clear water near the Greenland coast, for which me di- 
rected our course. Believing to see a suiall bag, a boat was lowered 
and the place examined, but i t  proved too exposed for the ship. We 
morlred along the coast nntil midnight ,  when fog compcllecl us to fasten 
tho ship. 

August 31, at G a. m., the fog lifted. T o  st:irtecl and coiitinucd the 
search for t h e  entire (lay, but in vain. A t  4 1'. rn. we directed the 
course for the Grinnell Land coast, but the ice prerentd us from reach- 
ing it. 

Friday, September 1, we saw i n  the uioruiug a small opening, through 
which ve worked the vessel about the distance of a iirile nearer to the 
coast, where we hac1 again to make fast, as we could then not move the 
ship in any direction. Toward 7 1). UI. a strong easterly mind arose, 
setting the stream with the ice against us, tho sinaller pieces of the lat- 
ter drifting faster than the floe to which tile ship mas tied. This press- 
ure broke the hawsers a t  the bow ant1 tlic stern, and lifted one side of 
the ship almost bodilyoii the floe to which we lay, imperilling her greatly. 
As the ice, pressing from all sides arouuil us, liad a thickness of at least 
twenty feet, it became imperative t u  provide for emergencies. Pro- 
visions and stores mere carried on deck, aut1 guns, cartritlges, two suits 
for each person, &c., placed within eass reach, so a s  to laud them on the 
ice in case the ship should be crushed., Toward 0 p. in. tho wiiiil abated, 
the ice ceased to press, and remained quiet throughout tho  night. The 
following day, in the morning7 we unsliipped the propeller, in order to 
save It  from being broken. At 2 p. m. the pressure of the ice began 
again, huge. ma.sses approaching the ship. All hands m-ere nom em- 
ployed landing provisions and fuel on the ice, in two places, so that one 
part might be saved in case the ice should break near the other. When 
R considerable quantity had been landed, more was carried on deck as a 
resorre. I n  the night following that day the ice kept more quiet, 
although there was 8 snow-storm. 

Sunday, the 3d, divine service was atteuded to from 11 to 12, a5 
usual. The suow fell so thickly as to  allow us only occasionally to. see 
the coast of Greenlaud, although it mas dfstant only tfwo rniles. The 
highest place we had reached was, according to astronomical observa- 
tions, between lntitode S2ro 20' and 820 30/ N., bht now We drifted quite 

A t  6 11. m. me made fast to ;L great floe. 
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briskly south. Ship and crew appeared to be a ready prey to the ice. 
But there is a God mho aids and SiLveS from death; to Him I trusted be- 
tween these icebergs and ice-fields, although I know that I do not 
deserve all the good he graiits me. 

September 4, a t  9 a. m., open water appeared a t  a few places; when 
everything was quickly shipped again. There was sorne difficulty in 
replii~iug the screw in its position, as the latter was frozen over. At 
9.30 p. m. steam mas ready and we began to work toward the coast of 
Oreeuland, where the wind had broken the ice and caused an opening. 
A t  11 p. m. we had succeeded in reaching this, and a boat was lowered 
for the exauiination of a bight. At  midnight Captaiu Hall landed with 
five of US, and planted, in the name of the Lord, and for the President 
of the Uuited States, the American flag 011 the land which we had dis- 
covered. We then returned on board, and let go tho anchor at 12.30 a. 
m. of the 5th of September. The place examiued proved to be but a 
beiid of the coast; we therefore took advautage of t h e  open mater 
caused by the easterly wind along the coast, and resunied our search for 
a liarbor southnard, but not findiug ally better place we returned in 
the eveuiiig to the anchorage, and began imwediately to land provisions. 
Snow contiu ed to fall as thickly as the eutire day and the preceding 

Wednesday, the Gth, the weather was pleasant, the sun shining as 
bright as we had not seen hiin for sometime. Astronomical observations 
proved the ship to lie now in latitude SlO 3s' N., longitude 610 45/ W.; 
we therefore had drifted south 47 miles. Toward eveniug the weather 
chauged to a violent snow-storm from the S.W. 

Thursday, the 7th, a t  5 a. m., we lifted the anchor, and steained about 
sixty yards closer in-shore, behind an iceberg which had grounded in 
13 fhthoms water, and promised to  protect us against southerly aud, in 
;t p:irt, also westerly winds; it was 450 feet long, 300 feet broad, 
aud GO feet in height above t h e  water. Our main occupation now was 
trwsportiug provisions and stores to  the shore. 

Sunday, the loth, we could not use boats any longer, and in a few 
hours the ice grew thick enough to carry us with the food for the dogs, 
th;lt had been housed on shore. After divine service, Captain Hall 
told'us tl~at he mould CRll the place Thank God Hibrbor, as the Lord had 
not only carried LIS throug! the dangers of tho ice, but also protected us 
agaiust thc imiuinent peril of an explosion of the small boilers, which 
had not been fed with water, tlirough the neglect of the fireman. 

Monday, the l l th ,  t h e  ice had grown so firm that we could employ the 
sleighs. 

-Tuesday, the 12th, it  was cold, and SDOW fell, the mind blowing 
strong. Until theu the twilight had remained on tho southern horizon 
t.liroughout the nights, but these now grew longer, and soon we would 
have, in the midst of the Greenland mountains, the long wii1te.r night. 
But why sbould w e  Sear the darkness around us, if light remaws ouly 
in our heartst Yes, my Lord, it' I have only Thee, I do not Care for 
heaven or earth. 

It1 the morriing of the 13th the ice broke again a t  a di8tancOfrOlll US. 
The two Esquirnaux, Joe and Ham, went a llulitiug excursion, aud 
~ I T ) u @ I ~ ,  lato in the evening, three hares j the  latter have thick, soft, 
and snowy-white hair, with a black spot behiud the ears. A few days 
prcviously they had shot B seal, rz bare, and four geese. 

Thursday, the 14th, the weather was beautiful, bnt toward night a 
mutherly gale set in ,  whi& lwolce, half uu hour aiter midnight, all the 
ice iu the vicinity, packing it in several placee. 

night. Y 

' 
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Friday, the 15th, the weather was rough, andit snowed throughout the 
dayy. 

Saturday, the 16tl1, a t  9.30 a. m Mr. Meyer, Mr. Bryan, and Mr. Mauch 
went te a inouutain fitteen mi1es'i.E. of us, illtending to begin a survey 
from there; they returned at 1.30 p. m., almost frozen, as they broke 
through the ice when passing over it. During the iiight it froze briskly, 
the cold southerly wind whistling through the rigging. 

Sunday, the 17th, after divine service, Captain Hall enjoined us to 
work hand in hand, like brethren, in order to reach onk aini for which 
me  had started. He said that he firmly believed it to be God's will that 
all of t h e  wonderful earth not Set known should be discovered. 

Monday, September 18, Dr. Bessels, with the first mate, Joe, and Hans, 
started on a sleigh, drawn by eight dogs, on a huntiug excursion. 

Tuesday, Wednegday, and Thursday the weather remained fine, but 
on Friday, the 22d, it blew a gale from the seuth, a t  times so stiff that 
we had to secure better the observatory, a wooden building which we 
bad brought iu pieces fro& New York. 

At divine service, on Sun- 
day, the 24th, the serniou hnd l~rayer were read by Mr. Braine; they 
had been prepared by Rev. Dr. Newman expressly for the expeditiou. 
A t  2 p. m. the hunting party of Dr. Bessels returned with a musk-ox, 
which they had killed the second dag out ; the meat, skin, and head; 
which they biaought home, weiglicd 309 pouncls. The ox, after being hit 
tirtlt, was kept at a' stand by t'he clogs trained for it, until the animal 
mas brought down by four more balls; om of the dogs, however, was 
twice thrown high into the air. 

Wednesday, the Wth, tlie barometer fell suddenly, and at 11 a. IU. D 
violent snow-storm commenced, continuing the entire day and the fol- 
lowing night. A t  4 p. m. the ice broke up and packed. On the 28th i t  
again came iu commotioii, and pushed so hetvily against the vessel tliat 
this would certainly hare been criished if she had not been so strong, 
and the Lord had not protected us. 

Friday, the 29th, D gale froin the X.W. sprung np, which abated some- 
what toward 5 a. m. of the next morning, but blew still quite iresh the 
entire dag. 

In the morning of October 1 (Sunday) the gale ceased, and the 
weather remained beautiful throughout the day. After divine service, 
Captaiu Hall iiiforined us were, froin that h y ,  to asseinhle each nioru- 
ing a t  S.30 in his cabin for prayer. Nom good is it to serve mder  a 
conliaander in whose lieart the Savionr has b(3gmi the work! We should 
always bear in mind that each day aud each hour carries US nearer to 
the end of o w  pilgrimage, where we haw to lag down our staff. I pray 
the Lord to o ] m  my eyes that I may look t o  Him with spirited couh- 

Tuesday, the 311, we began to remove the provisious to  a hill, as on 
the flat ground where they had been placed they were too readily 
covered by snow. 

Thursday, tho 5th Joo and Hans shot hwo 8ea1, but got only one, tho 
other being carried amay by the ice, which was a mile ahcad of us in 
the strait, still drifting. 

Prida;y, the Gth, at 7 a. p., Six of us merit aut sealing, taking a boat 
along, b u t  we saw the entire day only oue sea1 and oiie white fox, which 
both escaped. In  tLie following night a gale blew from the east: and it 
mas bererely cold. 

Sunday, tho 8th, the we:ither was fine. Tliere was cliviiie service 
from 11 to 12. The Lord wills it, but it is hard, for 011e who wishgs to 

On the 23d the stin showed a large halo. 

' den1:e. 
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follow Christ to lire among worldly people, and to hear the name of 
the holy God taken in vain. We should always remember that we shall 
have to .account for every word we speak. 

Mondaj, the 9th. Afeer much labor we now had carried all our things 
safely on the hill. .About noon of this day, Captain Hall, aeeom~muied 
by Mr. Chester, Joe, and Hams, started, on two sleighs drawn by six- 
teen clogs, on an expedition for the purpose of reconnoitering in the 
direction toward the pole. I t  was his intention to go about hundred 
miles, if possible, in o ~ l e r  to ascertain whether i t  would not be ])refer- 
able to attempt reaching the pole by the land; it was also hoped that 
muslr-oxen mould be fouud for furnislliug the fresh meat, which in this 
latitude is so v e v  essential for health. 

Fnday, the 13th, i t  blew fresh from the east. One boat had already 
bee11 trausported to the shore; me now carried there a second, also coal, 
wood, and other things, so that a stock would be on shore in case au 
accident should happen to t l ~ e  vessel. Up to then all hands were in 
good health, for which I daily thanked the Lord. God, I pray Thee, let 
me always be obedient to the teachings of Thy holy word with ever 
greater cheerfuluess. May never doubt or mockery destroy the consola- 
tion alive iqmy breast. Let my whole life be a praise of Thee. The 
water we used we obtained from ice, which we brought from the ld l s  or 
cut off from the big clumps. Although the latter was froze11 si~lt- \~:~ter ,  
the melted water was perfectly fresh, as the salt works out iu course of 
time. The great glaciers consist entirely of fresh water; they am 
created by the snow which setlles in the valleys and riwineuj in the 
summer this suow melts in the day, but a t  uight the water freezes, aucl 
t l ~ u s  ice agglomerates to a great amount, rnoviug ulong ench day from 
seven to eight feet. Generally they lmve a strong foot, whioh d w a p  
protrudes ahead. when meeting heights in its route, i t  first fills the 
lo~rer  parts and then proceeds onward over the elevation, carrying 
a \ o q  generally a cousiclerable piece of it. 8mall elevations i t  levels 
directly. The place of its origin, its ronte, and tho place of its dis. 
charge in tbe water are marked by tl19 moraine which i t  throws off to 
both sides. Rooks or debris which fall dowli up011 i t  from the mountains, 
it throws off to the riglit; but whenever two glaciers meet on their route 
obliquely, the debris is throw11 between them. Tile earth is everphcro 
the Lortl's; there is evidence even in the highest north that an almighty 
and all-wise Oreator has made it. 

Saturday, the l l th ,  u violent snow-storm from the north set iu, blow- 
ing to the evening of Sunday. 

October 13, we saw tbe sun for the last time in 1871; we would hwo 
seen him to the 17th if the mou~~t i~ ins  of Greenlaid had uot  shut out; 
the true horizon. 

Weduesday, the lSth, we began building a snow-wall around the 
ship. 

On the-19th i t  was bitterly cold, :ml on the succeeding night a gale 
blew from the south, veering, on the Wth, around to east, aud blowing 
then so violently that we could. not work outside of'tlw ship, 

On the 21st we sj)sead orer the ship a mow.tc~at of stout saildoth, 
leltving only a small opening for ing~ms. Daylight sl~ortened rapidly. 

Monday, tho 23d, snow fell throughout the day, and from 3 p.m. a 
hnrrieaou blew, nbstiag, however, a t  6 p. In. 

Tuesday, the 24t11, i ~ t  1.30 p.m., Captain Hal1 returned with Mr. 
Chester, Joe, a ~ ~ d  Hans. Captain Hall had not felt well for the last 
three days, and laid clown to bed ima~ediatoly. He vomited, had 
cramps, and a violeut headache, They bad eneouutereii on the expedi- 

1 
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tion severe cold, and suffer'ed greatly. They had not been able to  go 
farther than fifty miles from the ship in a N.E. direction. Auimals they 
had not seen, only tracks of t8he musk-ox. Captain Hall had formed 
the opiniou that i t  woulcl be easier for an excursion to push north on the 
Grinnell Land side, a's Greenland trended too far east. Toward the 
eveniug a violent snow-storm from the north commenced, iucreasing to 
a hurricane of such violence that the ship moved, although inclosed by 
heavy ice and embedded in snow. On the 26th it had already grown so 
dark that we could see the stars throughout the day. 

Saturday, the 28th, it grew daugeroiis with the captain, his illness 
increasing steadily. He suffered from a concussion of the brain, [ ffehirw 
schZ~-brain-apoplexy, verbally translated,] and his miud wandered 
almost constantly. Prayers and divine service were held forward for 
his recovery. I asked, in the morning, Mr. Braine (Bryan?) about ths  
state of his soul ; he answered that he had said that he was not pre- 
pared to die. The prayers which I sent incessantly to the throne of the 
Almighty did not satisfy me;  I, poor sinner, was anxious to kneel with 
him before God, and to pray for mercy. In  the foreuoon I asked Cap- 
tain Borcl (Buddington ?) whether I would not be permitted to see Cap- 
tain Hall; I was anxious to watch over hirn, as he frequently recovered 
his senses, but to my great sorrow I was refused. I mas very dissatisfied, 
the moreasCaptain Buddingtonmas also a brother in Christ. But thero 
were some who did not at all believe in Jesus Christ nor in the Bible, 
although our Saviour has sacrificed his clear life for us all and taken 
upon hirnself the burden of our sins. But I believe that the Saviour 
has3vorkecl in Captain Hall before he was struck down by this sick- 
ness. 

October 30, we had a snowstorm from the north. 
On November 1 the capt'ain appeared to grow better, as he spoke as 

sensibly as auy of us. 
Thursday, the 2 4  the weather was beautiful and calm, although 

severely cold. The snow-mall arourid the ship was seven to eight feet 
thick, and of tho same height as the snow-tent. The snow was carried 
to the ship in sleighs from haukb, which formed sometimes near the ship, 
sometimes a t  a distance from it. 

Up to the 3d of November ten dogs had died, six large and 8even 
small, two of them on the last excursion. There were fifty-four alto- 
gether-six of the Newfoulidlaud and fortg-eight of t h e  Esquimaux 
breed. They then were fed only twice a week. My heart mould almost 
break when I saw the poor creatures thus starved. He who caused this 
will have t o  answer for i t  a t  the last day. He who delights in the suf- 
ferings of a beast will grow cold and heartless, and surely also torment 
his fellow.men j he never can love God. 

November 5, Captain Hall grew again w o r s ~  ; in the wanderings of 
his mind he said that somebody intoutled to shoot or poison him. That 
day Hans and JOG harpooned a seal whicli they had shot a t  the day 
before, but had not caught; its oil was estimated a t  40 gallons. 

On the Gth the weather was milt1 ; SIIOW fell in the evening, ceasing in 
the morning of the 7th. That night Captaiu Hall had another attack 
of apoplexy, ant1 a t  2 it  seemed as if he mould part life. He lost his 
senses ; his face and his tongye were paralyzed; and his hearing had suf- 
fered. The next day he lay in a very miserable state, the entire body 
being insensible to the touch. In  the evening he was entirely unconscious 
of what occurred wound hiin or was done with hirn. At  3.28 in tho 
morning of November 8, 1871, his sou1 left the mortal body. I remem- 
ber well the day wheu he attclldzd, wi.h his sister, divine service on 
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board a t  New Loudon. After service he made a speech, s a y i ~ g  he he- 
!ieved firmly that he mas born to discover the 11orth pole. After he 
ghould have set his right foot on tho pole, he. was willing to die. But 
the Lord had decreed otherwistj and before t!mt aim W;IS reached he 
called out to him, " Man, prepare thy house, because you s l d l  die." 0, 
mou:d this lead us to the Lortl, as perhaps soou also our last hour ]nay 
approach. After his death, a coffiu was iulmrdiately wade, iuto which 
iic? w;ls placed a t  4 1). 111. We also began to dig :L grave, \vorliii~g a t  i t  
JVcduesday and Thursday. 'l'he earth was mixed with lock, imcl f'rozeri 
so hard that, although using axes aud poles, me could dig ouly two feet 
deep. I t  was cloue with the light of a lantern. 

Friday, the loth, a t  11.30 a. m., me placed the corpse iuto the ground. 
Ca,ptaiu Hall l~acl reached, a s  I was told, the age of 50 gears. His body 
rests in the fnr north, where no civilized humail being has ever laid 
down his l~ead  for eternal rcst, a s  the place I ~ e s  iu latitude 810 38' N., 
602 miles from the north pole. Thus his wish to die in the far north, 
and to rest where he 11i1tl lived e ig l~t  years, has been fulfilled. May his 
remaius lie in peace till the clay of resurrection. 

Thatday and Saturday, the l l t h ,  we had a violent snow-slorm, wliich 
abated at &on of Suntlt~y. The velocity of the storm a t  its height \ws 
47 miles per hour. This was the first Sunday that Captain Hi111 was no 
more. I felt the loss severelg, but he was now better off t l i a ~  we. T l ~ e  
rough gales of the cold llortll a i ~ d  east which blow Ilerc will be noth- 
ing to him. What is human life but a strife fro111 the criiille to the 
grave ? Blessed is only he who lives with the firm hope that he maj-diud 
beyond the grave a better life. 

Continued observntious were now mnde on the shore, by Dr. Bessds 
and Mr. Mejer, of the temperature, the wind, the tleviatio~~ of t l ~ e  c o w  
pass, $c. On board, tidal observations were mnde every hour, and, a t  
times, every ten minutes. 

Wednesday, the 15th, a t  5 p. m., me saw, for the first time in our will- 
ter-quarters, an aurora borealis to tllc south of us. 

Thursda ,  the 16th, a violellt suow-storul blew till midnight, accom- 
panied by severe cold. 

On the 17th the strait between Hall's Land (named now by us so) and 
Griunell Laud had not yet closed entirely. I t  closed occnsionnlly after 
a calm of some days, but opened again for miles with exah strong breeze 
creating a stronger current. The weather was very unsettled j a dead 
calm mould be interrul)ted sudtleuly by ;L violerit gale ; the sanlc was 
the case with the temperature; one d a j  the tliermonleter stood a t  zero, 
the next 200 below. 

Saturdaj, the lSth, a t  7 p. In., a gale sprang up frow the north, grow- 
ing w r y  severe fi-om midnight to two hours past, so as  to attain a ve- 
looity of 47 miles per hour. 

Suntlay, tho lDth, after diriue ser\-ice, Captain Bord (Buddingtoti?) 
announced that  the morning l m j c r s  would be discontinued, as  Mr. 
Bryne was otherwise engaged; each shoultl 11rny by1 himself. Fv0~1d 
God's love open the exes of all lilleeliirg down toget her ! Pra$ and 
work. I, poor benighted sinner, must confess thrtt I have to contend 
many an hour with euonlies within nlyself and outside, but h o ~ e  does 
not leave me. M7hen knerling far north iu A dnrk corner, or beneath 
tbe starry lleaven on a doc>, I look with confideuce to the lllouritainv 
from mhlcll I expect aid. Although uot beirrg able to show a single 
deed by which 1 may stand before the just Judge, I trust to the Lord's 
mercy. 

Monday, the 20tb, at 4 in the morning, intending to examine the tide. 
L 
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gauge, I wap carried away by the storm and thrown upon the ice;which 
 as covered with water ; only with great dificuly could I reach the 
opeuing where the observations were made. Tho snow-drift did hardly 
permit opening the eyes. It blew so violently that the ship was thrown 
upon o m  side, bursting the anow-wall. A t  9 a. in. Mr. Neyer left the 
vessel to look for Dr. Bessels, mho had been all night in the observatory 
011 shore; lie was driven back about twenty times while endeavoring to‘ 
creep up the hill, but finally reached the house. Joe and U;LUS fol- 
lowed, and a t  10.30 all four succeeded in  reaching the ship. Dr. Bes- 
sels had been without fire since 1 oklock, for want of coal. He had a 
frozen ear, Mr. Neyer a frozen eye-lid and haiids, and Joe the right 
cheek. A t  3 p. m. the gale lulled down, but broke out with reuomed 
fury a t  9.30, attaining a force of fifty to sixty miles per hour, and reer- 
iug constantly between east and north. The tliertnonieter stood a t  240 
below zero. A t  1.15 past m’idnight the ice cracked arouiicl the ship, 
and at 2 the snow-wall had sunk to two feet. 

Tuesday, Xoveiuber 21, a t  S a. m., the ice broke all around us, and we 
were in great peril j the mow-drift, besides, made it so dark that w e  could 
not see anything a t  a distance of five paces. We let go the second an- 
ulior j nevertheless, the ship drifted, but luclrily to$vard t h e  iceberg near 
which we lay, and which had been named, by Captain Hall, Providence 
Monut. Some of us jumped over the few floes between us and the 
iceberg, climbed upon it, and succeeded by 1 p. m. t o  fasten three ice- 
anchors, to which the ship was secrirecl by hawsers. I n  the afternoon 
the fury of the gale began to abate j we were able to see B greater dis- 
tance, and found that the water was  open all around us. 

Wednesday, November 28, the weather was again fair, although 
severely cold, tho wind being from tho east. We now saw that to tho 
southward of us, between the iceberg and the shore, there was still a 
strip of ice lying, by which we could reach the coast. Three of our 
csleiglis were lost, two of which had already been used by Dr. Katie, but 
luckily all the dogs were safe; they had been talren on 1)oiLrd when the 
gale set in, with the exception of two, which vere found in their kennel 
on shore. 

IFriday, the 24th, the weather was fair and the temperature -230. 
The observations, which had been interrupted by the gale, were re- 
gumed. In t h e  evening we saw electric clouds, which we had observed 
already occasionally j they were white, combining sometimes, rainbow- 
like, iuto a circle between tlie eeuith and the horizon. 

Saturday, the 25th, i n  order to bring tho ship, which tlius far lay a t  
the extreme of the iceberg, more to\vartl the ceuter of its long side, 
where i t  would be better protected, an opening mas sawed into the ice, 
tlirough which she was inoved one hundred and twenty feet. 

Suuday, the !26th, diviue service mas held, but Captaiii Bord (Bud- 
dington 1) anuounced that atteiitiou was not compulsory, bu t  he mould 
prefer that all should attend. 

Monday, the 2Dth, fair weather j temperature -270. 
Tuesday, the BSth, it was mild ; temperalure -60, but the barometer 

fell slowly. A t  8 1). in. a snow-storul set in froui S.S.W., which soou 
grew violent, and a t  1 o’clock had attained a force of forty-two miles per 
hour, pressing the ice from the strait against our iceberg, which burst 
and parted in two ; thus ~wakeiied, it mas pushed against the ship, 
shaliitig her all over and lnabiug her crack in nll sealus. With ebb- 
tide the ship keeled over on one side, while the foot of the iceberg 
pushed beneath her, so as to raise her two and a half feet. She careened 
so heovilx that it was difficult to walk on deck. I n  this perilous condi- 
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tion it was thought proper to carry apparel and other stores on shore, 
as also to  phce  tlie Esquiuiaiiu women and children iuto the observa- 
tory. Toward inoriiiug of the 20th the storm weut gradudlg down and 
the ice bec;ime quiet. The power of heavy ice propelled by wind a n d  
current is immense ; had the ice inside of the iceberg beeu equally as 
strong as that pushing onward from the strait, so that i t  coultl uot 
have given way, the ship ~ o u l d  surely have beeu cut through or thrown 
over. 

Thursd:ig, the 30th of November, the weather I T ~ S  fair. Thaiilrs- 
givings.dng I T ~ S  observed, but 110 diviiie service cclebrated. 

Saturday, December 2, mild, beautiful weather, wiud variable. At 
10 p. m. it blew strong from the north, but ou1.y to midnight. That 
evening we saw three moons besides .the true, the foiir for i i i i~~g D beau- 
tiful cross. The same appeared again 8;iuday night. The ice in tlie 
strait, which mas still open, made considerable noise. The rise and fall 
of tide at  full and change is six to seven feet ; during the first and last 
quarters of the moon, one to three feet, clepeuding, however, upon the 
wind. 

Lkcember 5,  the weather remaiued fair and mild until uoon, but iu 
the afternoon a gale arose from the south, iiicreasing in the evening. 
A t  trticlnight snow began to fall, n h n  the wind gracludly calmed domii. 
Dr. Bessels left the sh ip  for the observatory a t  2 o'clock past midnight, 
and, although it mas only a distance of a quarter-mile, did not reach 
it before 6 in the morning. On accouut of the difYiculty of reaching it 
iu dark weather, a' wire was stretched next day from the ship to-it. 

In the ewu- 
iug, as ou t h e  evening before, t h e  aiirora was seen in din'erent forms. 
A t  0110 tiine it sliomecl iu tlie form of an arc, spanning the mountains 
from S.E. to N.W., at nn elevation of about 200. We also warn numer- 
ous shootingstars, sometimes forming, as it were, a silver thread ~ Y O J I ~  
the point where they first appeared to  that of disappearaiice ; in a few 
jnstanccs I have seen small fire-balls pushiug out from them, similar to 
those of a rccket. 

Monday, tho l l th ,  at noon, a strong breeze sprang up from the north, 
veering east toward evening. 

Wednesday, the 13th, beautiful weather ; temperature, -130. There 
has, perhaps, never beeu au expeclitiou tho iiiembers of which did live 
so peacefully as we. Tlie Navy Department had directed that, in case 
of Captain Hall's death, Captain Buddington should take cotninaiid of 
the ship and Dr. Bessels direct the scieutifio matters aut1 the sleigh 
expeditions. Should the two disiigree, Captain Baildington had to 
carry the vessel home as directly as possjble. As loug as Ceptain Bud- 
ding held the command, he treated everybody properly ; the first officer 

0, 
viould we t h u s  keep in  harmony ! at Ieiist,, in it worldly w ~ y ,  if uot spirit- 
ually, as long as we are together, with Uocl'y aid. How bqslutiful is it 
when brethren are true to each other and live in peace ! 

Thursdq, the 14th, beautiful weather; i l l  the eveuiug a fresh breeze 
from the X.E., lasting to Friday evenlug, with snom.clrift during the 
night. 

Baturday, the Nth, a storm set in from the east, veering north in  the 
morning, when it increased and caused a snow-drift, lastiug to Snnday 
night. 111 the e.creuing there was a woi1dorl'ul display of the aurora, 
showing innumerable rays, some of which extended from the southward 
through the zenith to the northern horizon ; the norther11 rays snddeu- 
ly disappeared and the southerly passed in a, great arc f ~ o l n  the S.D. to  

Sunday, the loth, the weather was beautiful aut1 iniltl.  

. is also au honorable mnu, who liriows how to handle people. 
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the S.W., where they also disappeared ; they constautly changed, some. 
tiiues shooting from the horizon to the zeuith. 

Monday, the lSth, light breeze from S.E.; temperature, -250. I n  the 
eveiiiiig the wind wore south, breaking out in squalls. 

Tuesday, the 10th, a t  7 a. m., a gale sprang up from the S.W., lasting 
to G a. m. of the 20th. On the 21st, and rip to 11001, of tho 2211, the 
weather was be;iutii'ul, but then it began to blow froin N.N.W., continn- 
iug to the rnorniiig of the 23d. At  10 a. m. o€ that day it again begau 
to blow from the east, continuiug in pu#s m d  with mow-drift through- 
out the day. Toward G p. m. it became calm. 

Sunday, the 24t11, beautiful weather, with a southerly breeze. In the 
evening (Christmas em) all  harids mere invited into the cabin, but I did 
not feel home there, Captain Hall not being any more in our midst. 

Oil Christmas-day', the 2Sth? the weather was fine, the temperature 330 
below zero. I was astonished that tliere was no divine service, but, 
I believe, iu America it is more of a feast-dag than a holy day. 

Thursday, the 2Sth, the temperature was, after midnight, -350, and in 
the morning-300. The ship still careened somewhat with the rise and 
f d o f  tide, as part of the keel was still resting on the foot of the ice- 
berg. We tried to break the latter .by blastiug, but did not succeed, 
the ice being too stroug. 

Prida,y and Saturday the weather was fair. 
Sunday, the 31st of December, lS'i1, was the seventy-niath day we 

had uot seen the sun, but the middle of the long night was now passed, 
and the sun was spproachiug agaiu, having reached, on the B g d ,  the 
greatest tleclinatiou, ( 2 3 O  27' 21."3.) A sinall arc of the horizon of 
about 10 30' was even that day still somewhat illuminated, aud we 
never had the total darkness, even iu latitude 810 38/, which Kaue re- 
ported iu 7SO 3s N. 

Monday, the 1st of January, 1S72, I thanked the Heavenly Father, 
who stood by us last year through so inany perils, and granted us to 
live into tlic new year, except the dear captain, C. F. Eall, wlio now 
rests in tlic cold earth of Greenland. Brit mauy, besides him, who en- 
joyed the best healLh last New-Year's Day, have gone, like him, to their 
graves. Our life is like the blossom of the grass. Our years arid hours 
pass quickly, and not a moment returns ; it  cannot be brought back. 

On t h e  2d of January m e  again attempted to blast the ice under the 
ship. After cutting a, ditch along the vessel a t  a distance of fifteen 
feet, four flasks of powder were ignited under the ice, but i t  IWS in 
vaiu ; a greater quautity of powder, ignited so near the ressel, might 
Lave injured it. 

Weduesday, the 3d, beautiful weather, but overcast in the evening. 
Three hours past iuiclriight the milid veered from N. through E, to S.E., 
anti back itgain, in violeut puffs. 

On tho 4th, toward 7 a. 111, a stif7 breeze began to blow from N.E., 
continuing to 8 p. in. 

Prom noon of Saturday, 6 t h  to Sunday forenoon, the sky was illumi- 
natetl, ahnost without juterrytion, by aurora borealis, a t  times in a 
wonderfully splendid d1sPlaY of bands followiug each other over nu arc 
of 1200. 

Tuesclay, the Oth, in  the morn% the thermometer showed 480 below 
zero, the ~ k y  beiug clear and the stars bright. The meather remained 
fair and cold throughout the. day, but a t  oiie o'clock after niidnight a, 
storm set in from the north mth  snow-drifts. 

Oil the loth, a t  five in the InOrlling, 1 Saw a bright arc in the sky, run- 
ning from the western horizon th'oogh the zenith to  the east,parallel 
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with the Milky Way, a t  the distance of about 120 from it, which disap- 
peared about G a. in., leaving, however, three cloiicls of the saiue bright- 
ness near the zenith. Some said that this phenomenon was electric, 
but  I did not believe it, as I distiuctly saw nwrow bright strips running 
from the south into it, wliich caused the briglit color. I considered it 
to be an aurora. During the gale the w i u l  frequently sprung around ; 
it continued so to 3 a. m. of the 11th. At  9. p. ui. of that day it again 
began to blow from the north, with a snom-drift, abating Friday, the 
12th, a t  11 p. m. 

Throughout Saturday, the 13th, the weather was beautiful, bu t  a t  10 
p. m. it changed to a gale from the north, with a force of thirtg-nine 
miles per hour, which continued to Sunday morning, 7 a. m. 

T;Vednesda,y, the 17th, twili@t appeared to the S.E. as early as S a. 
rn. The strait was not Set bridged by ice. 

Until Saturday the weatlier remained fine. In the forenoon of that 
day a fresh breeze set in from the W., veering toward evening to S.W., 
ancl continuiug so in puffs. Throughout the night and Sunday the 
weather was mild, with snow. 

Monday, the 22d, wind S.E., with overcast, sky. At 2 p. m. it began 
to snow, and a fresh breeze blew from 5 p. m. to  2 a. in. 

Tuesday, the 23~1, mild. 
Wednesday, $he 24tl1, calm. At 16.45 a. m. Dr. Bessels, with two of 

the crew, left the vessel i n  R sleigh drawu by eight clogs, to ascertain 
how far the open water extended north ; they could ouly proceed nine 
miles north of the vessel, whero the water was still perfectly open; 
their further progress mas stopped bg a cape, which t h q  could uot pass 
nor climb, as it was too steep and too much covered by ice. The ice iu  
the strait was drifting up and down with the current. A t  6 p. In. thoy 
returned on board. 

Thursday, the 25th, thermometer, -240. At 10 a. m. Mr. Chester and 
four men, in a sleigh, with twelve dogs, left the ship to attempt push- 
jug. farther north than MY. Bessels hac1 been able, but did not succeed in 
crossing the mountains, as they everywhere were covered by ice, and 
it 

Friday, Saturday, and Sunday the weather mas quiet and fine; tern- 
peraturo 200, 300, and 350 below zero. Monday and Tuesday, mild. 
Wind S. 

Wednesday, January 31, a t  3 a. m., a snow.storm from the N.E. set 
in, with a force of 40 miles, increasing on Pebruary 1 to a hurricane of 
53.6 milea per hour in force. We had to discontinue the tidal obserra- 
tions, as we could not keep the opening in the ice free from snow. They 
could not be resumed before Frida'y. 

Saturday, the 3d, beautiful weather, with a clear sky. Temperature,. 
-250. Some of us attempted to make an excursion north, but could 
not go far. It was wonderful to see the great icebergs and masses of 
ice, appearing like a fortress, thrown over each other on the coast by 
the force of the hurricane, to the height of houses, freeing the strait 
l)erfectly, which nom !homed only young ice mado since. 

Sunclay, the 4th, fair weather. Temperature, -300. In the forenoon 
there was divine service, but it mas sad to see that so few took interest 
in the word of the Lord ; Iiot inany did atteuct. 

From 7 p. m. to 7 a. in. of Mouthy, tliere was a display of the aurora, 
nlore beautilul than eyer. The elitire sky \vas illumiuated from tho hor- 
izon to the zenith, where the r ays  jiiet ; some Tpwe faint, of a bluish- 
white color, otliera reddish, and at, times the northern sky id1 over deep 
red. Sometimes the rags couibiued to a pcreeIi, passiiig tho zenith and 

too Clark to find a pass ; lie returned a t  4 p. m. 
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clisaqpcaring north, but they were soon replaced by others. It was as 
if ;I regiment of troops retreated before an enemy closing in 011 them. 
There was a light breeze from the E., the temperature being --SGa, 
Daylight had iucreased so much that we could now read the tidegiuge 
without lautern-light for some hours. 

Prom Monday to Thursi1;ty the weather was fine, the wind variable. 
Temperat,ure, -200 to -380. 

Thursday evening a fresh breeze sprang np from S.E., continuing to 
Prid;iy af'tenioo~. On that day Haiis went hunting seal, bot did not 
get any j lie saw but one, and heard another one gnawing the ice, which 
they do iu order to make holes for breathiug. These holes they make 
grirerully large enough for their head, but frrqueiitly they are so small 
t l ~ i t t  they can ouly poke iu their nose. The seals have stn exceedingly 
fiiie sceut, enabliug them to ascertsin the preseuce of men fmmediately. 
They are, however, roq inquisitive, and appear to be fond of music, as 
they generally approach cautiously when they hear whistling. 

Saturday, the  l o t h ,  mild weather. Temperature, -130. Light south- 
erly breeze with fog. 

Sunday, February 11, a t  8 a. m., it began to blow from N.E., increas- 
ing  to a force of 40 and even 45 miles per hour. In the evening there 
was agairi p n  aurora, which nom was so frequent that I may not have 
recorded all. Two hours after midnight the gale abated, and the fol- 
lomirrg day, 12th, W R S  fiue, mith a teniperature of -203. In tlie even- 
irig a fresh breeze froin the S.W. set in, continuing to  noon of the 13th, 
when the sky, which Iiad been overcast, becaine clear. 

From Nouday till Saturday the  weather reniaiired fair, generally with 
a light soutlierlg breeze and a teuiperature of -300 to -450. 

Suturclay, the 17t11, the baroiiieter fell sutldc~ily, the sky covered with 
clouds, and a t  11 11. m. there were violent squalls; alterriately from S.E. 
and N.W., uutil, a t  1.45, a gale blew from the S.W., with snow-drilt. A t  
noon of Sunday it had increased to a hurricane, 58 miles per hour in 
force. This terrible weather coutinuetl t o  Mouday, the lDth, 5 a. m., 
when 8uow began to fa11 and the Kind became variable, but a t  8 a. 
m. it  grew agiiin to a hurricane from the opposite direction, attaining a 
force of 57 miles per hour. Iu the morning of the 20th, wheu snow 
begt~ii to fall, it abated somewhat, and calmed down a t  3 p. m. These 
gales generally terminate with squalls, decreasing by degrees in vio- 
lence. In the evening the sky beoaine clear. At midnight 1 saw four 
moons besides the true. The latter was encircled by a halo in which 
two of the false uioous stood, while the two others were in a second 
halo, concentric with the first', the false moons stnnding respectively 
N.W. ancl S.W., N. and S., of the true. The two nearest to the true 
rnoou liad the colors of a rainbow, the others were faint. It was a 
beautiful phenomeuou. 

Wednesday, the 21st of February, daylight had increased so much 
that we could not.see an r  longer tho &ws at  mid day ; we had seen 
tllem in ti clear sky a t  all times for one hundred and seventeen days. 
Tllroughout thitt day the weather was beautiful, the teinper;itiiro 370 
bdow zero. At  10 p. m. a sti8 breeze from the north ~ p r a ~ i g  up, veer- 
ing, a t  two o'clock, N.E., increitsiug then to a gale, with snow-drift. 

TIiursday, tlie 92d, i t  wore back, northerly, ancl attained a force of 
forty miles per hour; a t  9 1). m. it decreased. Temperature, -390. 
During the night it blew j i i  p ~ g s  from the N.E. 

Frid,Zs., the ~ 3 d ,  iu tho morning, the temperature was as low as -4'70, 
and throughout the day 11o.t less than -3300, with a variable wind. 
There was much open water In the strait, especially N. 
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Saturday, the 24th, the weather was fair, with a light breeze from 

the south. .Temperature, -350. In t h e  forenoon some of the crew 
went four miles north of the ship hunting seal, but where had been 
seen water tho day before there i ~ a s  now ice. 

Sundax, tho  26th, light southerly breeze. Thero was no divine serv- 
ice, which had becn neglected also the previous Sunday. 

Moutluy, tlie 2Gt11, it ceased snowing. A t  2 p. m. a strong breeze 
from the east set in with suow-drift, and a temperature of -270. The 
wind ceased a t  1 L  p. m. 

Tuesday, the 27th, overcast sky. Temperature, -2220. In  the aftor- 
noon it begau to blow from S.E., with a snow-drift, ceasing after mid- 
night. 

Wednesday, the 2Sth, fair weather, with a clear sky and a light 
breeze Irom tbo E. Temperaturo, -220. A t  noon we saw the sun for 
tlie first time in 1S72, after one hundred and thirtyeight days of dark- 
ness. Would the horizon not have been covered by the mountains, and 
the slix heen clear, ne should have seen the upper liuib already on the 
25th of February. It was truly n long, dreary night which we had 
passed, by the Lord's aid, in the midst of icebergs and  ice.fields. Thtit 
day I visited C;y)tain Hall's grave, as I had frequeutly done. How 
would ho have enjojed i t  to see again God's SLI~I. But we all must pay 
to nature t h e  last tribute, and lay clown our head to rest. 

Tliui*sday, the 20th of February, tliere \vas again ;G tremendous gale 
from the E., veering, in tho afternoon, to N.E., with snowdrift. In tho 
evcniug it, attained a force of fifty miles per hour. Temperature, -300. 
Toward 2 in tho morning the gale began to decrease, and from 8 8.111. 
of tho 1st of March there was but a breeze from the N.E., continuieg 
throughout the day.. The thermometer stood for eight hours at 350 
below zero. 

Saturday, the 2cl, &iff breeze from tho N.E., with snow-drift, and a 
temperature of 430 below zero. 

Sunday, the 3d, beautifid calm weather. Temperature, - 460. we 
8aw the sun as early as teu o'clock in the forenoon. 

Monilay, the 4th, fresh breeze from S.W. 
From Monday to Saturday the aeatlier was changeable, with ligllt 

and strong breezes, tho temperature not below -200, mostly obove 
-4400, and 011 Saturday -4450. 

Sundaj-, March 10, a gale blew from X.E., with snow-drift. Temperai. 
ture! -350. 

Monday, the l l th ,  strong breeze from E.S.E. until evening, when it 
wore to M.E. Througliout the night, and Tuesday, tho 12th, unt,il G 
p. m., a hurricane blew from the N.E., fif'tg-five miles per l lour ia  
force. 

Wednesday, tho 13t,h, the weatber was delightful. I n  the morning 
we saw, for three hours, three false Runs surrounding the true, and 
then a halo around tho true. Two of the false suns had the colors of a 
raiiibow, caused by small snow crystals which fell from tho sky. 

Thursday, the 14th, beautiful weather. Temperature, - 320. Ennt- 
ing excursious were now made ever;). day, but thus far no seal was shot 
nor any other wild animal seeu. Aiiimal life had not yet. made its 
aqpearauce. In the fall, when the sun leaves the nortberri part of 
Greenla'nd, the wild beasts go south, returning iu  spring after the re- 
appearance of the suo. 

Friday, Saturday, Sunday, and Monday the weather mas splendid ; 
the tempraturo between -150 and -300. 

Briday, the lSth, the tops of the mauntains were lighted by the sun 

Temperature, -400. 

26 N 
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as early as 7 a. m.-a splendid sight. It grew hardly any longer dark, 
as there was nom twilight at mitluight. 

Tnesdng, March 10th, beautiful tve:cther. That day the snow-tent 
was removed fro111 the  ship, so thikt we did not need auy louger to use 
liintei*ii-ligltt in day-time, which had become injurious to the eyes. 
Toward evening the sky became ovwxist, aut1 a t  Y ol' the iicxt morniitg 
a violeut mow-slj.mii lroin the east set in, contiuiiitig LVedu~sdag aut1 
Thurstlay evcuiug auil Friday mortiirig. WedIIeSdily the force of the 
wind \vas fort,y-srs aud Tliursihy fifts-t hree miles per hour. The g:tlcs 
and hurricnncs we experienced iu onr winter quarters  ere dreildl'ul, the 
contriiry of those reported by Ur. IC;ine. Wc cousitleretl i t  :L hurricane 
wheu it blew with a foice of fifty one miles per hour. lTridiiy 110011 w e  
examiued the traps for wild al1itnills, which we had litid SOUIU di1) s pre- 
~iously,  a r i d  f'oiiiid R n-bite fox CilUgllt a t  the foot. The traps I1:itl been 
placed 011 the land, :it the distnuce of three to Sour niiles Srow the ship, 
on account of our dogs. 

Saturdiiy, the 23~1, cbangeable wcather ; tempemtore, -200. IIms 
shot, i L  scal, with a young O W  in its moinb. I h t h  slieletott~ :iud the skin 
of the youug were preserved for tlie Smithsoniaii Iustitutiou. 

Sa I i (1 a y , beau ti I 'ti 1 \v ea tl i e r. 
&Iond;iy, the 23t11, ch:ulgeabk, with R tempi~ratnre of -?so. Th6 

twilight a t  night I i a d  uow grow~i so strong that w e  could read the tide- 
gaiige without a lantern. 

Tnesclay, tlie 2Gtl1, mild, with calm, overcnst sky and 8 light snow-fall. 
Thr~e  partridges mere seen, tlie first this Fear. 

Wctluesdny, the T i t l i ,  tlie temprratuie i'ose to 30 above zero, n warmth 
to wliich we wc'rc rial wcastonietl ~iow. Wiiitl S.E., the liglit suow-fhll 
continuing. Dr. Etwels, Mr. Urjan, aiid Joe went a t  S a. tu., i n  :I sleigh 
with fourteen (logs, ou an escurs~ou, iritencling to exaniinc first a tiord 
emptyiug into tlie sea about tweuty eight miles south of our wiuter- 
quarters, aud tlwn to  1nu1;e astrotiornicnl 01)~ermtioiis and survey tire 
coast, ;IS far as Capo Constitution, which could not be clone by tho ship 
wheu corning up, on accooiit of lbg. 

Tharsday, lWlay, :cad SiIti1rd;ly there ma8 B li@t snow-fall, bnt the 
temperature from 1" to 50 above zero, tho sun exertiug its i~~fluencc 

;Siiu(Iay, the 316t of 3larc11, the me:ttlior \vas also mild nut1 beautiful. 
Two of the crew, instead of :ittendiug serwce, went out shooting, and 
killed a hare and eight pwrtritlges j these birds are stiowy wliitu a i d  
well covcred with feathers; tliey must be approached close in older to 
tjee them. I n  the afternoon, Mr. Urjan and Joe returned with the 
s l ~ g l ~ ,  n4iicli l ~ d  brolreti, for itnotlier. Dr. I3essels hilt1 remninetl with 
t h e  stores 011 i i u  islet in  tlie 1noui11 of the tiortl, where 1.m Iiud found 
mamy petrefwtioris, 

Monday, April lst, Mr. BryiIn, acconipanied by Joe and Illatis, started 
ngaiu to join him, tdting two sleighs. Tlirougbont this wcel; the weather 
remaiucd fair. The boats were iiow taken in  hand, in order to fit them 
for the expcc!ition to the north pole, i u  mhicli it was ititeudetl to start, 
i f  potjsible, 111 the beginning of May. As the water in  the stmit 
had remained Inore O r  1eRS open thro~igliout tlie wjnter, i t  was thought 
p r a c t i d h  to reach the Pole by boats, probably better than by sleighs 
over the ice io tho darlrness Of the early spring. 

Mondiiy, the Sth, at 11.45 a. in., Dr. Besselds party rctixrned; all well, 
bringiug as trophies the C a ~ C W W S  Of' R seal and a yolal' bear. of the 
former, Hans had Iiillecl two, but obtained only one. Dr. Bessels discov- 
q i n g  another fiord to thesouthward of that to which ho went first, had 

* over it. 
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.divided the party, IcnvingMr. Bryan and Hans a t  the snomlhut built by 
them at the uiouth of tho northern fiord, while he and Joe did go i n  oiie 
of thc sleighs ai th  eight dogs to tho southern ; and while entering the 
mouth of it they saw tracks of tho polar bear, and blood at a hole, 
fiuch as the seal malres for biwthing, aut1 where polar bears like to watch 
for them a s  their p r ~ y .  After the emminiition of the fiord und starting 
b d r  north, Joe suddenly saw the bear ; both jumper?. from the sleigh 
with their rifles, taking l10ltl of t h e  dogs, Jce offive, tLo doctor of three. 
But tlwse, when they saw the fierce beast coniing tonwtl them, could 
not bo kept back, and liad to be set loose, when they at once made furi- 
ously for tlie bear. Aftw fightinglheni Sor fire minutes, tlic latter innde 
for ~ o e ,  who allowed i t  to ajqwowh within sixty paces, when he fired, 
re]o;lded quickly, and with a secoud ball fiui4ed tlic beast, u-hich just 
had stilrtecl for him again after recovering from the shocli. T\vo of the 
dogs had kept Imck, but thc otlier six fought bravely; o w  of tliein was 
t,h~.owti by a blow from tlie paw of tlie powerful beast so violently 
agiiiist a11 ice-cluinp that it vas left for clcail 011 tlie place, but the next 
morititig it had returned to the snow-hut. Three of the dogs mere 
mou11ded most severely, one, called bx us Bear,nliich liad firnily imbed- 
ded its tecth iiito the skiu of the beast, nnmii~dl'ul of the severe blows of 
its paws. Tlie poor creature, wheu brought back on board, was barely 
alive, but iu a Sew dags i t  recovered, being nrrrscd cnrdullg by all 
hands. Tho p r t y  had not been able to penetrate iiito tho  nortliern 
iiord farther tliau twenty miles, as it was full of icebergs, mlticli evi- 
dcaiitly I ind come down from the glaciers abounding in the viciuitg, but 
they could see fi-oin the  top^ of the icebergs that it extended iii a, south- 
'emteni direction as  far a s  tlie rye reaclierl j its sliorrs are iu  part bonnd- 
ed by roolis rising rertically to  R lieipht of sewn huuclrcd feet. The 
otber fiord, where the bear mas killed, n'as foriud to be tliirtg-eight 
miles ] o I ) ~ ,  also full of icebergs, ilud siirrorintlcd by glaciers. Tiio ],artSy 
had golie ;is far south as  latitude SO0 45' N., but did not reach Cape 
Constit,ution. As Hans had been wit11 Morton mheri the latter discov- 
ered [Iiis cape, in I3;irrj's expedition, aud as lie states that Norton did 
uot go bepiid tlic cape, tho latter cannot bave reached the parallel of 
latitude 810 N., as has beeu reported by I<alie. Dr. Bessels intended 
to pus11 on farther soutb, but was prevented by tho stecpness of the 
coast and the open mater almost masliing i t  j they had, at some places, 
to carry their sleighs. Tho open water exteuded as far south LIS they 
could see. 

Wednesday, April 10, the \veatlier remained mild and fair, but 
sniaII snow crystals Sell most of the dity. From that day the sun did 
not any longer go below the horizon, altliougli hid from ns for at fern' 
Iionrs by 8 high rnountaiu in Our vicinity. From April 12 to 20 tbg 
weatlier was still beautiful and calm,but the cold increased to from IOQ 
to 3i3  bclow zero. On acconut of this uninterrupted' fair weather and 
the cold temperature, tliere was uom more ice in the strait than we ha4 
seen the whole winter ; no open water at a11 could be seen from Yrovi- 
dence Mouu t. 

Friday, the 1%h, at G a. m., Joe and Hans went in a sleigh with 
twelve dogs on a hunting excursion. 

Suudag, tli? %st, w ~ n d  changeable; in the afternoon mow fell. 
Monday, fair weather. 
l'uesday, the 23d, at 2 p. m., a snow-storm from the southwest set in, 

ceasing toward evening. 
We(,Iuesrlag, ftkir, mild wender. At 9 p. m. it commenced to blow stiff 

from the northeast, with snow until midnight, when the wind iucreased, 
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accompaniecl by B snow-drift, not ceasing before the evening of the 25th. 
A t  11 a. in. Joe and Hans returned from their excursion, bringing four 
musk-oxen. They had shot sewn near Newman’s Bay, but lelt the 
three larger in a snow-hut which they had Built, thf? dogs not being able 
to draw them all. These animals generally herd in a number; t l~ey take 
flight when they see men, but not tkom dogs; they caunot therefore be 
approached without dogs. 

Saturday, the 27th, mild weather. During the last week we were 
0 employecl carrjing the provisions aud stores, which had been lauded, 
on board. A t  10 a. tu. Mr. Ohester, accompanied by Joe, Eans, and 
Pr. Jamke, left the vessel in two sleighs, to ascertain how far north the 
open water now extended, and on the return to bring home the three 
mnsli-oxen from the snow-hut. 

Sunday, beautifnl weather. 
Monday, the 29th, in the evening, the weather changed to a gale from 

the N.E., which lesseuod somewhat in the morning of the 30th, but in- 
creased again in the afternoon, with soow-drift. The ship careened 
considerably by the pressure of the iceberg against her, by which she 
already had snfiered damage, and eight men were employed that day 
in removing the ice, that she might gain room for the tide, and right 
with high water. During the night the gale arid suow-drift were quite 
severe, and continued so. 

Wednesday, May 1, a t  10 p. m., Mr. Chester’s party returned. The 
bat1 weather had permitted them to proceed only 20 miles toward New- 
man’s Bay ; open mater they had not seen, as their route was too far 
.inland. Kewman’s Bay, discovered aud named by Captain Hall on his 
.sleigh excursion, lies in about I i ~ t i t ~ d e  530 N. A cape which the latter 
,had discorered in latitude 5l0 42’ N. was narned by him Cape Liibken. 
On tho northern side of Newman’s Bay, Mr. Chester’s party had Billed 

; two  musk-oxen. These litid taken flight already a t  the distancu of rz 
mile, but the dogs caught up with them, and brought thein to bay. The 
manner of defense of these auitnalv was remarkable ;. they kept back 
to back, and, when attacked, jumped furiously five or six paces ouward, 
arid then retreated again to the Same position, until the oue was brought 
down by a ball, when t h e  other defended the fallen till it was also 
brought down. In  thenight the galeabated, and the weather remained 

,mild and fair throughout Thursday and Friday. Temperature 50 to  100 
above zero. Friday evening Joe and Hans discovered, half a mile from 
the ship, the tracks of B polar bear. We were not allowed any louger 
to leave the vessel unarmed. 
, Saturday, May 4: in the morning a terrible storm from the N. set in, 
with furious snow-drif‘t, contiuuiug throughout the day, until Sunday 
morning a t  4 a. rn j its force was as great as 153 miles per hour. 

Sunday a stiff breeze blew from the N.E. Temperature 50 below 
zero. 

Thursday, the 9th, a t  4 a. m., Mr. Merer, accompanied by Captain 
T ~ O I I ,  Joe, and Hans, started in tvio Bleighs, the former tto survey New- 
man’s Bay and take observations, while the latter \-rere to see whether 
.they codd fiiid open m t e r  to the northward, the strait north and south 
of the ship being now bridged by heavy ice for miles. The party re- 
tnrued, all well, Tuesday, the 14th, a t  8 p. m. Mr. Meyer had ascer- 
tained the northern head of the bay to lie jn latitucle 820 N.; it thence 
extended from GO to 70 miles in a southeastern direction, averaging 7 
miles in width. The party saw no open water besides a Sew strips where 

. current and mind had parted the ice-fields. They had killed eight musk- 
oxen and four calves; the latter they had not seen before the old bad 
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fallen, being hid by t-heir long hair between tlie short legs. As the 
sleighs could not carry all this meat, the greater portion IW,S left in a 
snow-hut on the spot. 

Siuce the last gale the wind bad niostly blown from the south, with ib 
temperature above zero. 

Friday, May 17, the two Esquimaux, with two of the crew, went in 
two sleighs to Newm:iu’s Bay, for t h e  111eilL left there, returning Sunday, 
the 19tb, at 5.30 p. m., after haviog killed two more oxon and four par- 
tridges. I n  tlie afternoon of that day the carpenter found, 011 an ice- 
berg, about three miles from the ship, a dead leming, which evidently 
h:td perished by starratiou. The previous week Kriiger and I had 
caught in the iiiouritains oue of’ thoso animals alive. 

Monday, May 20, 1)eautiful weather. Temperature 200 above zero. 
In the afternoon we transported, by sleighs drawn by dogs ant1 six 
men, one of tlie boats to the nortlinTartl of Cape Lublren, four to  five 
miles north of the ship, where, throughout the minter, as long as the ice 
had drifted up and down the strait, the most open water had been 
obserrecl ; the current being there stroiiger aticl the ice weaker, i t  could 
be expected that the latter would break up tliero first. To attempt, a t  
this season, a sleigh excursion for tlie Pole, was out of question, an& 
tlierefore the boats mere to be held in readiness for the earliest chwce 
of proceeding by them 

Tuesday, the 21st, tlre weather was beautiful. The thermomater rose, 
for tho first time iu lST3? nbore the freezing-point. We could 1 1 0 ~  see 
clistinctl~ how the snow disappeared by degrees, especially in the moaut- 
ains. A t  10.30 a.m.. 
Joe, EUIIS, and two of the crew went for the meat Rtill remaining at 
Newrnau’s Bay. I t  had been observed that the musk-oxen came in a, 
northwesterly direction from East Greeuland. All those that mere killed 
were met in the same viciuity, on a plateau which trended from the 
uortIl side of’ Newman’s Bsy easterly between the mountains. 

Tl~ursday, tlie 23~1, at 5.40 p. in., the party returned, bringing with 
theill the snow-tents, sleeping bags, and all the meat. This time they 
h:ltl ]lot S ~ ( J I I  musk-oxen. A fcesli breeze blew that clay from X.E. 

Friday, May 24, auotlier b ~ a t  was carlied to Cape Lubkeu. Fresh. 
breeze froin the S.W. 

Saturday, the 26th, provisioris and &ores were traiisported in two 
sleighs to the boats. That d t~y  the ice in the strait began to move, and 
narrow strips of open mater mere seen. Near tlio boats, which had 
been placed a t  the distauce of about one hutidred paces from tlie water, 
the ice broke and paclred. I11 tbe afternoon Hans found, about three 
miles north of the ship, aad to tho .southward of Cape Liibken, half a 
mile inland, on elevated gronncl, an Esquimaux sleigh, partly buried. 
Our men broke off the parts above t h e  grouud and brought them ON 
hoard. There mas other evideuce that  Esquimaux hat1 been living near 
t h e  place of our winter quarters, a t  letist in summer-time. V e  had 
already, before the discovery of .Hans, seen two spots with marks of LS 
camp, a t  one of which tlie stolies were still in  position for fa‘aStening 
seceii tents, and Captain fiord (Buddington Y) had fount1 there part of 
i-t lance, made from the thigh-bone of a seal. Joe aud Hans killed in 
the afternoon a seal. 

Wednesdey, May 29. fair weather; light breezes, mostly from S.W. 
Temperature, ?€io to 30° nbore zero. 111 the forenoon the tn‘o Esqui-‘ 
maux weut in a deigh on a huntiiig excursion. 

Thursday, the 30Cl1, a t  10.30 13. ln., 12. Kriiger snc7 I le f t  the vessel for 
8 walk; me dill go as far as tmslvu miles south of the ship, closo up to 

The salt-mater ice also grew soft and watery. 
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a mountain-ridge, where we found, in several places near some sweet- 
water pouds, tracks of polar bears, hares, aucl inask-oxen, those of t h o  
latter beiiig fresh ; antl suddc.iily we saw two of these auirn;ils, with a 
calf, restiug on the snow a t  the  foot of a mouut near oiie of' thc ponds, 
about, five liundred j-ards from us. Seeing us, they junipeil up, when 
we fired a t  once our guns  at tliem. While I was reloadiug, iiiy corn- 

! 
p:iiiion suddenly mxrllcd me that one of tbe animals mils making a t  we 
behiutl i ~ i g  baclr, aud, looking around, I saw i t  furiously runuiug ;igainst 
me with all its speed. I quickly retrwted uutil readx with niy breech- 
loader. The beast came to n halt ill tlie rneaii time, anti was.joinrd by 
the otliers for defense j n  their peculiar n~niiiier. \Ye nom til-et1 :igain, 
b u t  as we did so a t  a considerable disttlnce, uot clariiig to close in with- 
out dogs, only oiie, the female, fell, when the otlier, with tlic calf, took 
flight. a s  I had no inore balls, and iiig companioii ody  B shot-gon, IVO 
did not follow them. We returned on board a t  S 1). rn., arid witliiu au 
hour five of the crew left in  a sleigh, with dogs, to bring i n  the aniwal 
we hail killed, antl t o  Iiunt up the two which hail escaped. They re- 
turned Friday, May 31, a t  6 a. in., with the three aiiiiuals, ItiLVilIg 
fouiid aud killed tlie two escaped. A t  0 a. in .  three otlier lncn were sent 
with a sleigh tor o w  of the oxeu left behind ; they returued a t  7 p. m. 
The teniperatare rose that day to 330 above zero, with a Des11 breeze 
from the S.W. No open water \vas seen. 

Saturday, J u n e  1, 1.50 p. in., I, iu  company yi th  t1lrc.e otlier men, left 
&e vessel iu a sleigh, with Clogs, for a liiiutitig excursion, tilfiing a l o ~ ~ g  
teuts, sleeping-bags, proviaioiis, &e. At 5.50 1). w. we liad arrived at 
the place where still an ox lay, l;ille3 ou tlic last oxcursioii, about four- 
teeii uiiles 8.12. of the vessel, a t  the foot of tlie high ~ i ~ o ~ i i t ; i i u ~ ,  wliero 
we erected our tent fbr an enc:inipmeut, after liaviiig sent William Lin- 
demauu back to the ship with the os. 1%. XCruger and Fr. Jutnke kept 
beliiritl w i t h  nie. 111 the ereuiiig a storm set iii fiorn tlie south, which 
contiuueil throagliout Suuclrqy, tlie 211. 111 tlie afternooii of that day 
we weut o u t  huutiug but did not see anything. Eobert shot, in tho 
eveuiug, a partridge. autl Frederick :G little snow-bird. 

JlIontlay, tlie 3 4  tlie weather was firm . At  8.30 a. m. we started out 
a*gnin, returning a t  2.30 p. ui.: without having seen any animal, but 
iiuinerous tracks uiid diiiig of tlic musk-ox. I fonnd a 1)artiidge-egg 
and the liead of a aiuslms. the latter itpparently Iiaviitg lain t b c w  lor 
yeiirs. I secured the horus, inteudiug t o  keel) them a s  a inernc riill, if 
God would permit the sliip to return home. 111 the eveniug we tilled, 
near the tent, three partritlgeg. 

Tuesday, tlic 4t11, we were out from 5.30 a. m. to 11 x. in., bagging only 
three partIiclges, but me S:LW ever~-vmliere tracks of the ~ L ~ u s ~ L - ~ x ' ,  as also 
bones and rernaiiis of otlier wild ii~i~1;11s. 

At 1 p. m. four otliers of the crew carno in a sleigh to relieve us, and 
at 5.30 11. 111. wt? arrived back on board, all well. Tlie Esqlliiniiux hacl 
returned Mond~y  eveniiig witb two seals, whioh they hacl killed in New- 
man's Bay ; musk-oxcu they hacl not seen. 

Tuesday Joe and Hans shot again tliree seals. 
Monday, May [ J I I I I~I ]  3, lnucli nater hail elitered the ship which her 

punips woulcl not throw out, being probably choked by ice ; the pnmps 
couilected witli tlie engine had, thvrelbrc, to be employed, and kept her 
free by workiug tlicm for four hours enoh clay. 

Wednesday, May [ J I I I ~ ~ ~ ? ]  5,  the ship r i ~ i n g  steadily above tlie ice 
under tlie iiifinouce of tlie warlll weather, wliioh now iiieltctl the snow 
and ice rapidly, w c  discorered a tli~ugerous leak 011 the st;irboartl side 
of the atem at the six-foot mark, where two plaulrs hacl split from the 
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careening of the ship. We hops to be able to  return in  tlie vessel, vith 
God's aid, although i t  is nom questiouable, as  she has suffered much. 
A t  11 1). UL, mheu sitting with 1L Kiiijier in  our quarters on tho berth- 
deck iu the fore part of tlie ship, wvu distiuctly heard tho water entering 
her, it their being flood-tide aud the mater gathering around lier over 
the iccl. 

Thursday, tlie Gth, we endeavored to stop the leal;, but could not do 
much, as the stem proved to hare broken too deep below the water- 
line. 

Fri(laj-, May [Jnuc ? j  7, there was considerable open water. At S 11. m., 
Mr. Chester, Mr. Me~-er, Fr. Jaml ip ,  Fr. Anting, lt. Kriiger, aud lnjself 
left the rcssel i u  a sleigh with our th ings  for the boats. 

S:kturcl;iy, the Sth, in tlie uioriiiiig, wo brought 0110 of tho boats, 
the Graat, iuto tho water, a i d  shipped our things iu  her. A t  iioon w e  
started f i x  :I reconnaissance. After rowing about a mile, we were 
stoppcd by a n  ice-field, 011 which W R  d r e i ~  the boat. Ti1 the afternoon 
we traiisportccl lier over the field about e quarter of a mile, wlierc tltero 
mas ag'iiu open water. But after norking the boat ahead about one 
and :i quarter miles, wc wero compelled to draw licr again 011 :I great 
floc bctwecii icebergs, mliich rested with their foot ou the shore. 

Sunclay,Mo~ [Junelj 9, a t  Gn.m.,Pr.Aiitiii~'hadthewatch. Nr. hteyer 
and Mr. Cliestw, who had io tho e\-cniog laid down about tweiity Sards 
from tlic boat before we had ~)itoheil tlie tent, 1;iy still ibero, while 
Janilie, Kiugcr, and mgself w r e  1,yiugiti the tent close to the boat. All 
at 'once, Anting c:illecl out that  :I gre;it lield of ice was  al\pmuc.hing 
directly upou [IS, nud before we coulcl 1e;Lvo tho tent we were dlrifriug,, 
nnd i i i  :L iim initlutes after one of the icebergs broke by the pressuro ot 
the l icM, and, i l l  falling, crusliecl tho boat into a tiioLisanc1 hgtiicnts 
bcf01-c no  wcro ab10 t o  WF'O it. With God's aid not ouc of us, hoirevor, 
W : I S  hurt. ;,ltbough tltc three others had but o uarrow escape by run- 
niug 011 t h c  sliorc. After the prcssiiro lint1 ceased, we ITWC able to 
g;ltlIcr but a few Ihiugs. Nr. hlvxer and Mr. Cliester IWCLIWI nos t  
of their c loths ,  hut illpelf a11d 1110 otlieles lost :111 cr;(:ept \)!hat \ye  hat1 
on 0 1 1 ~  b0,clics. Jlnppily KC rrera only S C V ~ I ~  miles i iow the ship, and 
reached 1ic.r i u  tlie ;ii'teriioon ~at'el.~. 

~ o n ~ i a y ,  ~q [cTuiio?l 10, preparations were made for mother boat ex. 
petlitiou i u  the I,;iteiit s:iil-cloth boat, a11tl ill the aftcruooii Dr. Grssels, 
Oaptaiu T~'soii, 11. Jlobbg, P. J ~ U S C U ,  Williuin Liudemauu, aud (3. Lin- 
qnist left i u  her. 

The Po1:iris we vi11 hardly lice11 afloat, as she settles by dcgrivs 
deepor tlio iiiore tlic ice up011 nibiuh the ship rests melts. Xlie now 
malies coiisidcr;ibIe water, a ~ ~ d   the^ are probably more dauiaged pliicea 
under the bow beiienth tho miter-line. 

TVctlr:estIax, June 12, a t  10 a. IU., \vc [not stated who; probably 3fr. 
Chestci's lwtg,  who \ w e  t o  f0110~ Dr. lkasels in another bo:lt.-IG. R. 

whe~c. our boats stood. IIans and Joe, who lincl brouglit us there with 
thc (logs, rcturned hcrcto the vessel. That day tile water was iiot open, 

Tlinrsday, tlio IYth, 1 U  tllc altC'ri1ooii, there w a y  a iiaxrow ol)enin& 
througli which WYO  lied two a ~ i d  olle-h;*lf milcis, when the IC(? COW- 

.Britlny, tho 14tl1, in tlio al'teruooii, tho ice separetrtl a little; wo 
pl~sherl tlio boat into the  water, ~ n c l  jvorked $\TO aud one-iinlt' riiiles 
nortli, wlieti \TO had to draw tho boat on grmt  ice-lieltl, :is \VO could 
not reach the la11tl ou accouut of icebergs aiid heavy ice, which had 
packed under the shoro. lu  tho eveuitrg tho wind j7eereiI north, iucress- 

1t.1 left t ilc s~l l l I  a1lCi reacilc(i a t  110011 tile l ,~acn Tlortil of cClp riibirerl 

pellctl LIS to draw the boat Ul)OU the shore. 
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ing to a strang breeze, when the field npon which me mere began to  
drift j i t  mas surrounded on all sides by drift-ice, which prevented us 
from reaching the coast, and we could uot prevent driftiiig until 7 in 
the moruing of the 15tb, when we mere set back south of Uap’~ Liiblren. 
At that hour the drift-ice separated from the field, the stroiig wind 
having oprneil the mater coiisicler:tblg. We iinrncdiately pusbed the 
boat icto the water and rowed nniuterruptedly until 7 i n  tlic evening, 
mhen w e  reached t h e  other party, wliioh had left Mouilay, 011 a great 
ice-field, a t  the mouth of Newin:iii’s Bay, where the ice had not yet 
broken up. Latitude, 810 5 P  26” N. 

Sunday, t h e  1 Gth, wind baffliug; beautiful meather j no open water; 
ice setting south. 

Monday aiitl Tuesday (1Sth) it blew stiff from tlie S.W. The entire 
strait m:is covered with heavy ice, which now drifted rapidly north. 
Throughout the night a gale blew from S.W. 

Wednesdoy, the 10th, wind baffliliug j ice everywhere. 
Thursday, June 20, a strong breeze from the north commenced at 

noon. 
Friday, the 21st, storm from the north, vith tbiolr fog. The ice corning 

rapidly lkom the northward, dril’trcl, lieavily paclied, southward. Iu 
the afternoon, light snow-fall, with colt1 temperature. The storin froin 
tho north coutirincd tliroughout tbe night. 

Setnrdng, thc 231, beautiful weather, with variable mind. We were 
still together on the smie ice.tielc1. 

Sunday, Jtiric! 23. Iu the morning \ve a t  last saw, nortli of‘ us, a strip 
of opeu witer, and left the f i ~ l d  immrdintelg, but 11ad Iiardlg rowed 
two ant1 a lialf miles when henry pack-ice advauceil upon LIS rapidly. 
As me could not liiid in the viciuityau ice.field for astation, t!ie harder 
of the firiri ice beiug covered by packed ice, we were co~npellecl to row 
back half a iriilr, where we met oiic, ;ind lind barely tiine to  dmm the 
boat upon it. The other part,y hscl c!onc the same half a inilc south of 
us. The Imitiou of our field was found to  be in 1:ititiitle SlO 5 i l  2G”. 
In the eveniug northerly wiiid set in, blowing strong throughout the 
night. 

Monday, the 24tl1, the same strong viucl continued, with snow. 
squalls, llcavilg packed ico drifted coutiuuallysoutli ixist us. 

Tuesday, the 25t.h, strong breeze Dom the  north with cold tempem 
ture. As oar patent boat, the Heckclmaun, was not stout cnough 
for carrTing a heavy Ir~ad in such turbulent waters, (it was s~jniirc fora 
and aft, arid not faster thau at most three miles per hour in quiet mater,) 
wo had ouly a s c m t  stock of fuel, arid had for the last three d a p  only 
been able to cook coffee once a day ; before that time vo liatl cooked it 
twice a day. Cesides the coffee, our mcals consisted of brencl, l~eihnii. 
cau, nucl preserrcd meat, which m e  ate cold. We had iio terits with us, 
and for n c o w  only gutta-perchn I)laultets and our clothes-bags, with 
many ho?es in  them, through which thc cold northerly wintl rewhly en. 
tered. Frcqncntly wt-hen sleeping the ice melted nuder our bodies, and 
we awoIio i i i  3 pool of water, oiir sleeping-b;igs well tlrenchetl. 

Wednesday and Thursday, tho Z t b ,  wind north, stormy, with snow- 
squalls ;ind fog, the ice c o u t i u a ~ l l ~  drif‘tiug south. As provisious be- 
oamc sliort nirtl tho iixl n ’ a ~  almost entirely consumed, lt, Kiiijicr aud 
I, at hlr, Chester’s \vish, started at 11.30 p. m. for an attempt of reach- 
ing the ship by the land, in ordcr to get inore provisions. vc’e went by 
Newman’s Eay, and i t  was truly B severe task to  cliuib over the high 
mountaiuv and through the deep raviiies where the sharp stones, split 
by the frost, cut througli our Esquiruaux boots. We mado the distance, 
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however, in tmeIve honrs, arriving at11.30a.m. of the 28th of June. The 
ice in Polaris Bay had, for the greater part,broken up, aud tlie \-esse1 lay in 
open water, i u  her old berth close to Providence Mouut, which still \vas 
aground; but she mas in a poor condition, niaking so iiiuch water that 
the pumps had to be worked for sixteen hours out of twenty-four. Mr. 
S C ~ U ~ ~ I J I I ,  tho engiueer, told nie tlint on the 2W1, wliilo the scruppers 
allowing the water in the ship to  flow aft had become cholid, so that 
the puiiips could not reach the water, much had entered the forward 
store.rooru and destroyed a great quantity of provisious. Luckily tho 
mater did notreach the fires; stearn could begot up in both boilers, and the 
pumps of the eugiues be used for freeing the ship. As there were uow7 
besides the cook m d  we two, no sailors 011 board able to steer the ves- 
sel, Captain Bord, would not permit us  to leave again ; be attempted to 
take the resscl to the boats, as the water appeared to be prett,y open'. 
A t  noon of that day, the ice-anchors mere taken iu and tbe ship pro- 
ceeded north with steam and uncler sail, but we hiid hardly made half 
the distaiice to Nemmauh Bay wheu she mas brought up b y  great ice- 
fields and heavily-packed ice drifting down upon her. During the night; 
she was permitted to dritt nuder shortened sail with tho ice in  the 
strait to tlie southward. 

Sattirday, June 20, in tho morning, we again, attempted to  push on 
north, but failed. At 11 a. m. Haus was landed a t  a ravine north of 
Cape Liibkeu, in order to  inform Mr. Chester and Captain l'yson that 
they m u s t  coiue with their boats bilck on board as early as possible. 
The ship then returned to Providence Mount, where she arrived at 1 
p. In. 

Sunday, J u n e  30, the weather was fair and pleasant. In the mom- 
ing we succeeded by great labor, severe for so sintill a crew, iu Asliing the 
anchor which had now been lyiug on tho bottom for iiiriu months, and 
had imbeclded deeply iuto the mud. 

Monclq-, July 1, we set Captain Hall's grave in order, covering it 
vi th  stones, so that the ewih could not be blown off, arid planting a 
sign-board with the  name cut in. That was the last we could do for our 
beloved commander. . 

At 8 1). in. Dr. Bessels returned with Hans from Nemmnn's Bay. 
They hat1 a hard travel for tveut;y-seven hours, having sedrched long 
in a raviiie for a place wliere they could climb up, but with great dicli- 
culty. Mr. C'hestcr, having, besides Mi.. Meyer, only two men, '\Vi18 
anxious that another should be sent him j but Captaiu Budtlington 
thought tho laud-route to be IIOW too dmgerous, ;IS tlio mater Iiad be- 
giin to ponr pomerfiilly from tho inoiintairis iuto the great) raviue. Ho 
preferred another attempt to reach the part8y with tho ship, stmtiiip a t  
niidniglit ~rncler steam and sail. The wiud J T ~ S  froui tho S.W., and 
frorn Polaris 13;iy much open water m a s  visible to t l i e  N. At 1 
o'cloclr tbe wind changed to  B gale Srom the N., anti a t  1). rn., no$ 
having made half the distance, we came to the bordcr of ice, which, 
closelg l)ncked, was drifting agaiiist us. Thc coast vas t 1 J W  too steep 
to climb it;. TrVo set, sail, and permitted t h e  vessel to drift. A t  iioon 
of the €oIlowing day v e  were 08 tho rariue iviiere ~ a r i s  I iad  beell l a I l d ( 1 d  
before. As one inmi could not go ~ c l l  alone, I IVV~IS m i t  by Captain 
Bord [Buildiiigton?] with him. Colisiderable 8 ~ 0 ~  was still lxing 011 tho 
moutitains. We l a i l t l d  a t  1 p. 111. rvith a srrlall s]eigIi for transporting 

~ the bread, fii'ucl, ;Ind other small t h j l l g ~  nrhich tho purty was ill u e ~ d  of, 
but wo had not gone the third p;wt of the distance when the sleigh 
broke, and we were cornyel]et1 to c;lr~:y each sixty to .wTc.nt.v pounds on 
our backs over the steep iuouutaius and through tho deep ruviueu, If 
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was the most trying travel I ever had in my life. I n  some of tlio ravines 
the mater reaclietl almost to our ann-pits, awl we liacl then to clirnl) up 
tlieir d e s  011 O L I ~  Itands ntid liners ; but with God's aid we reached, at, 
4 o'cloolt in the inorniug of Thurscliiy, tlie 4th of Jrily, safely, tlie boat, 
after thirt~--niite hours, (luring thirty-eight of which I had no dry foot. 
Since we hiid lel't them thex line1 no chiince to  move either north or south. 
We cilrricd a letter of Captain Eord [Cucidington ?] to Mr. (Xester, in 
which the fortrier stated that if, after corisultatioii with Captaiii T p o n ,  
they cltosc to  uontinae their attempt of pushing north iu the boats he 
was not tlie uiuii to prevent it, bot in his opinion i t  was PreferiLblo that 
they should return 011 board, :IS tliere was better prospect to push ou 
north in  the stcainer, sliould :I chauoc off'er, tliaii in the boats; we would 
thcii be able to free the ship from the mater by the haud.punips instead 
of the pumps connected with the engiue, the coals for which were almost 
exhausted. 

Friday, Jill>- 5, Mr, Chester was anxious to reach in the boats at 
least the %tl dcgree of latitude, from where he intended to proceed far- 
tlier with the sleighs on Orionell L'ittd, wltich extcutlccl north ; but Cap- 
taiu Txson pretbrrecl to  go on boiirtl. after securing his boat iLUd stores 
011 the soutliern coast of Nemm:rn's Bay in  a ravine, one and a h:~lf iiiiles 
inside of' 0,ipe Suiiiuer. Nr. Cliester cletaclieil 0110 of his rneu, Fr. Ant-  
ing, to the other piirty, and :is thero m i ~ s  no chance at present lor Ulies- 
tix's party to  go on, w e  all helped Captain Tgson. It took Erooi Pri- 
clay, l l  ;I. m., to Saturda-y, 9 11. tu.. to  itlove tlio boat with the stores to 
the pliicc selected by O:ipt;iin Tysoti, i n  which two iiieii rinrrowlg 
esciipecl clrowiii~ig. The distauce ivm s:iitl to be fire inilcs, bu(; there 
were uiany h l  1tIiicc's, clelts :iutl pnclietl ice cwsiug difficulties :iud do- 
lays, and we I i i i t l  often to macle through decp water. Uitrtiig t hus  se- 

the succcetliiig iiight rain iell some hoors, for tho tirst time iu 1Si2 ; 
miud norlIi. 

As tbere 
still c:inte too itiucli ice down the strait, there \v:w no prohpiwt tli:i t dag 
ofrcncltiiig eitlier Cape lienard, on the i~ortlierii vide of Xc\vtunii'~IZay, 
or Cnl)e Inri~;eii ,  oii Griuuell Latitl. Ton7;1rd uiiduight3 i t  co i~ i~~ ie~ iced  to 
rain, ant1 continued to 5 a. 111. of hlondiiy the Sth. 'l'hroughont that day 
there \vas ;I tliicli f b g  with a light snon~-fiill. The entire striiit W;IS inore 
full of 1icavily.l)aclied ice than we had ever seen. Light breeze from 
the north. 

Tuescliiy, Jrily 9, a t  3 a,. m., a great ice-field drifting upon lis, crushed 
the smaller o110 :ibove that upoii whicl i  IW were cIiciimped, 80 t h i ~ t  we 
then lay i i t  O L I ~  8!eeping-bags riot ftirtber thau twenty ~ i l ~ d ~  f'roin tlte 
mater. Dwitig the iiight aiid throughout the day there \vas :I light 
breeze froin tho nortli, wjth mow-squalls atitl foggy weather. Heavily- 
packet1 ice cotitiriurtl clrilting d o \ m  from the north. 

A t  4 
p. m. tho  ice op~nccl a little to  tbo south\wrd, and Pllr. Cliestcr con- 
cluded to take i1dt7;lIltnge of ib €or goiug ou board, there ii1)llci1red to 
be 1 1 0 ~  I I O  cli;riices \Thatever for Iirocectliug nortli in  tho boat. A t  G p. 
w. t l ie  bo;it IviLs p s h 4  iuto the water, iintl started, but I i a d  liardly 
rowed two ;rnc\ it half iiiiles ~11t.n we were cooipelled, oii a c c o u ~ t  of the 
(~ril't.ico Iiesettirig US again closel~r, to dr:i\v tho boat 011 ;I sui:lll ice-field. 
1'onr;irtl thu erctiit~g the sky cle:iretl iIrtt1 the wind went tlowu. 

TLiurstlay, tlic? 11 th, pleasaut wekither with ,z light southerly breeze. 
The ice iu the strait came to D stand, aticl remaiued so nearly the whole 

CLIrcbtl t be  bOiIt, Oii1)ti:itl T~SOII'S pi1lt .y weiit overland 011 b o ~ d .  IU 

Sunday, the T t h ,  wind from the same quarter, and foggy. 

Wec\iiestl:~y, the lo th ,  thick fog, \I it11 :I stiff' northerly breeze. 

by. 
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I Friday, July 12? weather warmer than it had been this pear. Light 
variable breezes. Tho strait packed with heavy ice. 

SiltUrdity, the 13th, in tho foreiioou ;t strong breeze set iu  from the 
S.W. Tliero beiiig 110 j)rospect under these circuiustauc:es that the ice 
would soon open n~ld allom us to lnocetd, Rfr. Chester deemed i t  nom 
ad\?lsilbIe to  land the boat and stores by tlie sleighs aud tako 21s on 
bo:ird overland. At 2.30 p. m. everything w;is on tho sleighs, and wc 
started. Tho wind increased antl, together with the rougiii~ess of the 
ice, intide progress so diflcult that i t  becalue necessary to lighten the 
sleiglis; we dropped tho sleepingbags and souic clothing. When half 
a milo fiom tlio shore, on n greiit ice-field, we left the sleiglis in order 
to get the things which me had dropped, and Innd thcm iirst; but, 011 
the returii t h e  wind increasrd steatlily, the pili& which c<imo down 
Srom t h e  mountains throwiug some of us to the gronnd several times. 
Nevertlieless, me liad to hasteu a s  much as possible, :is the ice bordering 
tho shoro \vas  fast breaking up. A11 hour :iftor unidoiglit, a t  Inst, me 
reached tlie lnntl a t  Captaiu Tysou's boat, thoroughly ne t  nud  almost 
broken c lon~~ .  TO save the sleigh niitl tlio boat now \Tils impossiblc, as i t  
b!ew so riolently, with siiow aut1 rniii sq~inlls, that a t  t i u m  we conld 
hardly lieel) ou ourfeet. TVo pitclied tho tents of C a l j t i ~ i ~  T ~ S O I I ,  took 
A scaut nie;il, aucl lay do\vii. But soon tho tents were blon~n away. 
We tlwu lay d o n n  in tho boat, which had a canvas coker. Tiicre was, 
however, but little rest for lis, as in tlie iiiorning (Snuclay, 14th) the 
boat, mitli cver.ytliing in it, mo iuclatletl, was, 1 ) ~  ib torriblo sqnall, car- 
ried n clistauco over the groiud antl tliromii agaiust rocks, 1)s wliich two 
planlrs wero broken, so that i t  uo\v had 2 groat hole i u  the bottow. We 
quicli1.y jnnii)eil out to secure it, but i t  was caught byauot,llcr gust mid 
turned bottom up. By clrnming a linu several fold arouiitl the boiit :ind 
f'asteuiug tlic ends to  heavy roclrs w e  iiually sncceetlcd iii securing it. 
A quantity of' clothiug aud light things, lio~vover, lincl becii b!omn iuto 
tile mutpr. We then carried tlic tents a distance iiito tlie raviiie, where 
we pitcbed them under tho lee of' tho cliffs, and could now, a t  I) p. m., 
see]; the rest we so badly needed. 

1\Iond;ty, the l5th, tho storm blow no longer so violently. Dnring tho 
night, however, tlio ice hat1 parte(\ entirely from the coast, SO that me 
could not get a t  our boat and the sleigh. 

Titnsday, the  lCith, the storm coutiiiuecl blowing from thc S.W. We 
trietl in \*-win to reach the boiltm; there were too inany aiitl too great 
openings between the drifting icc-floes. AS there was 110 uhaneo for it 
beibro tho wiutl mould veer rouud to tho iiorth mil set tlio ien again to 
tho shore, XIr. Chester dircchl Mr. I\Iqer, Fr. Janil-c, nnd 1;. K:.iigor 
to go on boiird, while he aut1 1 reuiainecl to save tlio boat, i f  possible, 
with tho LorcVs will. Kriigcr a1111 tJaniI;e left at noon, a ~ ~ d  reached the 
ship iii 1.2 hours, yliile it took Mr. Meyrr, wvbo left at 2 p. m., 28 hours, 
as h e  lost his way in the snow-clrilt, which set in shortly at'ter he left, 
ant1 had to wait bohiiid a i-oclr uutil the weather de:ired ag;iili. 

Wcdne;s~sday, Jiily 17, Mr. Chester aud I went al011g the coilst trying 
to find a place wlicro TW conld get to tho boat. At Capo Siitiiiior, the 
southern proniontory of Ne~~iniiii~ry Bay, 1170 at last espied a cli:ince and 
Rucceetlecl happily, a1 though nit11 great &ngel-, i n  crossiiig tilt? broken 
ico aud re~chiiig tlie field upon whi(:I1 our boat mas still stwidiiig. We 
had loft tho tent  at 3 p. m., a i i d  a t  (i p. ~ 1 .  t ho  boat miis saklg on the 
shora. Tho weather was uiisettled tlirougliout tho d;iy, with rain- 
sqoulls, t~ud  during tho night ii g:lle blew from tho S.W., with  licavy 
rain, iuteruixetl with 8nO\v. Iu tIio inoriiiiig me f o u d  t h t  the iw-field 
upon which our boat had stood had been brokou up and had drifted 
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away with the ice oyer which we had walked ; nothing but drift-ice was 
nom at that place. 

Thurstla,y, the 18th, wind variable with snow and rain squalls. The 
strait beset by the ice everywhere. 

In not oue of tlie former oxpellitions has drift-wood been found or 
obserretl in Smitli's Sound, and Dr. Peterinnnu infers from its absence 
there, wliilo i t  is iuet with ou the east coast ;~ud iu other parts of Green- 
land, that  that  so-called sound must, in fact, be a bay; but m found 
twent>-five pieces of drift wood on the strnutl of the southern coast of 
Newnian's Buy, about one aud a quarter miles inside of Cape Sumuer. 
Tweuty-lour pieces lay in Q distance of Q quarter of ib mile j tiicy were 
froin 54 to 1s [not stated whether feet or iuches] iu length, and 18 to 4 
inches iu diameter, nud around some of them wiis stili tho iuside bark, 
(Bast.) I incasurrd them, together with Mr. Cliester. We used it up, 
partly for fire-mood, after drxing the pieces still wet. 

Suuday, J u l y  21, wind vnri;Lble; covered sky. 
Monday, July 22, as the strait contiuiied to be beset by ice, and onr 

provisions began to fail, Mr. Chester coududed to go with m e  on bo:+rd 
the ship, leaving the boat, with its contents, whe1.o i taom was. We 
started at 1 1). in., with as mucli of oiir clotliiiig as we could carry, ancl, 
although re1 arded by a strong wind ahead Srom the S.W., reached the 
ship at 11.20 1). 111. 

111 conseqnence of the great pressure of the packed ice, which had, 
by the soiitliivesterly gales, beou driven iu great quantities iuto Polaris 
Bas, Provitlctice Mowt had, ou the 2Oth, during tlie l-loocl.ticle, parted, 
and the broken pieces had pressed the vessel upon the stmutl, mhere, 
at  low water, she had been lyiug so mnch on ono side that tliu mater 
almost rcacliecl the deck. Rut, wlien we c w m  ou board, slie Ii;id, with 
God's help, beeu floated again, and appeared uot to have been &maged 
by it. 

Tnesrlay, the 234  beautiful weather, wind variable ; ercrywhere ice. 
, Wednestlay, July 24, w gille blew lkom tlie north, which opened Po- 
laris Day to somo cxteut. The gale lasted uutil tlio morniug of Thurs- 
day, the 2StI1, when the weather kec:ime pleasant, and corititiued so 
throughout that day. In the afternoou Captaiu Uutldiugtou ctisconuected 
the pumpsof the eugine mid divided all hands, the women ancl children 
excepted, into three watches, each of four boors, for pumping by hand. 
But  after having been ashore she made not so much water, by fiw, as 
preriously, some of t h e  parted seams haviug probably closeci again. 
As the four pumps did throw out a ver~.; great quantity of water, we 
needed to  work tliem ouly B few iuiuutes each honr. 

Fr.icla*y, t h e  26th. beautiliil weathcr, with variable mind. The ice set- 
ting close together Sor a Sew hours nucl theu a t  a stand. Saturtlay. Sun- 
day, and Moutlay (the 39th) tho weather rcmnine.1 pleasant. Light baf- 
fling breeze. The strait Si111 of large ice.fields anti paclietl ice. 

Tnestlay, the 30th, covered skg, with rqin. Wind, i n  the morning, 
N.W., cliangiiig a t  noon to a stin' breeze from thc N X ,  which c'outinued 
past midnight. 

Wcduesclay, July 31, in Polnris Bag, light breeze from the N.W., with 
corerecl sky, :rud fog for some hoiirs, bnc north of Capo Liiblieii i t  ap- 
peared to blow stiE from the X., opeuing a strip of open water from 
there to li'raulrliu Ihy. 
. Thiirsclay oiitl Friday, (August 1 and 2,) moather plcnsant, with R 
ljglit variable breeze. 
' Sa,turdq, thc 3~1, from 2 o'clock a t  night to G in the Dorniug, strong 
breeze €rain the mst, with rain. 



REPORT 01” THE SECRETARY OF TIIE NAVY. ,407 
Sunday, pleasant. 
Monday and Tuesday (5th and 6th) the same. 
Weduesday, tho ‘ith, wind S.W., blowing strong in the strait, but baf- 

fling near the ship. At 2 p. m. €I. Eobby and R. Kriiger started to 
Xewman’s Bay for the clothing and other things left there. They re- 
turned Friday, a t  0 a. m., with as much as they could carry. The 
weather was pleasant that  day, ant1 no wind. Some open water was 
visil>le from the vessel to the southward. As valuable instruments arid 
good clotliing still rernaiiied a t  Newman’s Bay, Mr. Meyer, G. Liuquist, 
and myself went tliere a t  11.20 8. m., and arrived as early as 7 p. m. A 
light breeze from the S.W. had sot in iu the mean time. 

Saturday, the loth, a t  1 a. m., we left the tent at Newman’s Bay, and 
retur~ied at 11 p. ui. to the vessel. Off Bewman’s Bay the strait was 
beset all over, not a single strip of open water being visible. 

Monday, August 12, in the morning, the wife of Hans gave birth to  
a boy. 

In  the afternoon the ice Vegan to loosen and some strips of open 
water !ippeared. A t  4.40 p. m. the vessel left Polaris Bay with north- 
erly wind. We worked during the succeeding night, with great d i s -  
culty, through the ice until 8 a. m. of the next day, (tbe ls th , )  when we 
were compelled, t y  the density of the ice, to fasteu the vessel to R large 
floe near a sinall island on the Grinnell Land side, in latitude SO0 45‘ N. 
We were uow without ground-tackle. On one of the anchors part of 
Providence Rfount had fhlleu when it broke, and the other, which was 
dropped when the vessel was pushed by the broken parts of the mount 
against the shore, lay likewise beneath grounded ice. We had left in 
Polaris B:iy a considerable quantity of provisions and stores of all 
kinds, except fnol. The boats le!t a t  Newman’s Bay me missed very badly. 
m7t> drifted that day with the ice slowly to the southward, there being 
110 wind, and the weather bt*autiful. l u  the night, when w e  saw neax 
us a strip of open water wliich appeared to extend several miles to the 
southward, we made repeated attempts, with the full potver of the 611- 
@ne, to  break through the ice surrounding us, but could not succeed, 
and llad to tie the vessel up again. The wind was light from the south- 
ward. 

Wednesday, tlie 14tl1, at nooil, t;he ice in some places not being 
pressrd any longer so densely, we took our ice-anchors in and pushed 
on, with a light southerly breeze and fair weather. A t  2 p. m. we 
passed Uape Constitution, in latitude 800 30’ N., aud worked steadily 
on until 11.30 p. UI., when the ice had closed in :again, and nothing re- 
mained but to tie up to an ice-field. 

Thursday, the E t h ,  fresh iiortherly breeze, driving us with the ice 
slowly to t h e  southward. 

Friday, the IGth, still beset. Light breeze from the eastwa,rd. In tlie 
forenoon w e  saw near UP, close to R small opening, six narmals, [probably 
walru~.] Latitude at noou 7 9 O  69’ N. Toward 10 p. m. a thick fog Ret in. 

Saturday, August 17, a fresh northerly breeze, commencing at  3 a. m., 
diffused the fog, but increased to R gale blowing throughout tbe day. 

Suuday, the 18tb, light breeze from t h e  north. At noon, in latitude 
790 44/ 30/’ N. We still lay tied to  the same floe to which we had fns- 
tened on Wednesday ; beset by heavy ice in which no opening was via- 
ible. 

Monday, the beautiful calm weather. A t  noon we tried in vain 
to cl~angc our position to less heairy ice. As the ship might be de- 
stroyed any moment by the dense ice incasing her, *provisions, stores, 
and fuel were kept on deck ready for landing-oLl the ice. 
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T~iesday, the %Mi, fine \reather; liglit breeze from S.W. ' 
Wednesday, the BLst, a fi~esh breeze fronr the north set i n  in tlie morn- 

ing, wering around i n  the at'ternoou to the S.W., aucl de~~r i l s ing  then 
in sttenglli. At noon tlie firw were dramu, a s  both boilers Ic:iIwtl and 
had to be repaiiwl. We had nom to work the puml)s by hancl, the ship 
making twice a s  much mater as in Polaris Gay, as shu bad received 
many htirtl l<nocks since we left. 

Thiirstl;iy, the iWl, during t h e  night, n stiff breeze had blown with 
snow-sqc:ill ;rad a cold temperatnr,., but in tho morning the wind lulled 
down to a light sontlr\wsterly breeze with a covered sky. 

Friday, the %cl, s t i e  breeze from the S.W., with a clear sky. Lati- 
tude ab iioon 790 3G' X. 

Satrirtl;iy, fresh breeze' from the north ; covered sky, 
Sunday, fair tveatlrer and calm. 
Mond;iy, tlie 2(itb, tlie same. Observing in the forenoon that the ice 

toward the west coast opened a little, steam was got up iminediatel~, 
but in the ILIC:III time i t  hiid nearly closed agitin, and w e  ~oiilcl ouly push 
half a mile closer in shore. 

Tiiestlay, August 27. Light breeze from the north. We liad now Sor 
some dags been aliaost stationary, probably because the ice 11;itl packed 
in tho liarrow part of' Smith's Sound. In the evening tlie ship was 
towed betweeu the fields about :I quarter of a mile. 

V\Teduesd:i~-, the PSth, me saw to the S.W. prett,p open water, but, as 
the vessel tlwu lay heininetl in betweeu two iields, with wine lieary 
pieces fore and aft, me conld not move, although we Iiibored tho whole 
dag to r(movo tlicse pieces. Light brwm frou the east,. 

I n  the evening we 
again saw :I large stretch of opeu n'nter. The fires were instantly 
lighted, and me labored throughout the night with the iiill power of 
steam, ;ind besitles all hands outside the vestsel 011 tlic ice, but could 
only carr,v tlie ship within about one hundred and fifty xarils of the 
open water, nliere, a t  5.30 a. in., we were compelled to tie licr ap agniu. 

Saturday, Angust 31, light northerly breeze with  corered sky. A 
few drops of raiu fell iu the eveniug. From April 10 to August 26, one 
hundred and f0rt.y-three daxs, the sun had not gone below the horizon. 

Sundiig, September 1, light breeze from the north, with covered 
sky and rain. 

E/Ioutl;iy, 2tl, light breeze from the southwest ; obscured sky and rain. 
Toward t h e  evening i t  began to snow so thickly t h a t  me coultl not see 
the coast, ceasing twohours past midnight, when a strong breeze spraug 
up, blowing till late in the morning. 

September 3, fair wetither. Latitude a t  noon, 790 341 N. A t  7 p. 
m. fog set in. and tlie wind wore north. 

Wetliiestlay, the 4th, ligli t baaing breeze with fog. 
Thtirsdtry, the lith, luir weather; wind  north, light breeze. Latitude, 

790 38/ 1.V N. We tried to stop the leaks of the vessel without success. 
Fog throughout the night. 

Friday, the Gth: fair weather, wind variable. In  the morning the 
yoong ice wits alre:ldh7 strong enough to bear our weight, where three 
days ago the water had been open. In the shade i t  lkoze throughout 
the Bninnier, the 1m-e occasions excepted when rain fell. 

Saturilq-, the 'ith, wind And weather the same as the day before. 
I n  t h e  eveuing a strong breeze from the north set in, blomiug to Sun- 
day cveniiig. Latitude, Sunday noon, 790 30' N., the ship Jrltiug very 
slowly south. 

Thurstlny, the 29tl1, beantit til calm we;ither. 

Monday, the 9th, light breeze from the north with thick fog. 
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Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday, September 12, light northerly 

brrcw, m d  lor t h e  most part obscured sky with fog. 
Friday, tlie 13th, light breeze fkom the north. Latitide 700 81’ 3Ot1 

N. The suu sets nom as early as 8 p. m., and does not rise before 5 
o’clocli. 

Saturday, the 14t11, fair calm weather. 
Saiid;iy, the E t h ,  light breeze froin the northeast, with fog. 
Monday, the l G t l i ,  lair. In tlie afteruoou Hans shot a sed. 
I‘acwlag, the 17th, light northerly breeze. Latitude a t  noon, 790 19’ 

60t‘ N. 
Wednesday, the i s t h ,  fresh breeze froin tlic north. Hans shot a seal 

in the forenoon, and Joe saw two malros, one of whicli he wounded, but 
it escaped. 111 tlie iiight snow Sell for sonic hours. 

Tbursdny, tlie lo th ,  light southrrly brceze with dark sky. We agaiii 
tried in vuiu to Rtop the leak ; the e~ ig~ues  hat1 to  p u m p  constaritlg. 

Friclay, the 20th, a gale froin tlic north cornnicncetl in the morning. 
Saturclwy, the Blst, snow Sell for soiiie honrs of the iiioriii~ig, when 

the storiii abated, ceasiiig iu the evening marly entire1.y. We had a 
small boiler 011 board, so arraugcd that the mater could bc heated by 
oil. Mr. Scliuiuann conncciecl this with tho engine in ortlcr to work, 
with the steam thus  raised, the small pumps. Gy 1 1). m. lie liad i t  
working, a i d  mas nom able to saw two-thirds of the coal used hereto- 
fore. ‘ 

Mouda~-, the 23d. light, iiortliorly breeze. 
Tucwlay, tho 2413, stitf breeze froin the north with Ileavy snow from 

4 to 11 n. m. 
Wediiesday? September 25, light breeze from tlie south with snow in 

the uioriiiiig, increasing aii hour after midnight to a suom-storin. 
T h a r s t l n ~ ,  tho 2%l, at  8 a. m., the storm abated, and toward evening 

the SIIOW also cc:1sed. 
Friday, the 27th, fresh breeze from the Roiith, with obscnrd Sliy, iu- 

creasiiig a t  4 1). m. to a gale, wliicli abated :It 4 a. m. of Saturday, when 
it remained quiet. The seal lrilletl that  week by the Esquimauu mere 
very weIco~iiu, hho nieat for food nnd tlie blubber for fuel. 

Sunday, the 29t4 Sresh breeze from the north, with cold tempere- 
ture. 

Monday, September 30, light northerly breeze. There were this morn 
ing quite ;b nuniber of open places north a1id south of the ship, and also 
near her the ice began to worli with great noise; but the fields still iii- 
casing her prevented us  from reaoliilig the ogening to  t lie wntliward. 
A t  ~ i o o n  we were in latitude 7 9 O  02‘ N. Since August 15, when we tied 
up the sliip to tho ice iu  lntitucle goo 02‘ N., me had driftcd, in one and 
a half uiouths, GO miles to the SOuthnittrd. During the uiglit tliere mas 
a thick fog, caused eviileiitly by tho open water; it  did iiot rise much 
above clcck, and in  the riggiug the s k y  was quite clear. The. thcrmom- 
eter fell to 10 and 20 below zero, for the first time in the nulurnii of 1572. 

Tuesdiiy, October 1, beautiful clear sky, light breeze f i w i  the north. 
Mucli o l ~ u  water to the southward, tlie ice nrou11(1 the ship continuing 
to work powerfully, piling the ~ o u n g  ice, whicii averaged bix inches in 
thiclrness. 

Wecl~iewlsy, tho 2d, in the forenoon light nortlirrly breeze, reeriug 
south in the  afternoon, with fog. we were about t\veuty.thrco iniles 
N.TT. of Uiiiie’tj wiuter.quartora, ant1 C O U I ~  see the harbor plaiuly in it 
clear sky. 

Latitude a t  nooii, 7% 6 S  301’ 
N. In the forenoon Joe shot a seal oigIit feet in leugtli aiid aix feot in 

The ice still very ililquiet. 
‘I‘hursday, October 3, fiiir aut1 clear. 
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circumference. It was a great luck that these animals were so almn- 
dmt.  Mr. Meyer, having the [word omitted; probablg ~ “ x ~ r v y ~ ~ ]  in 
bgh  degree, grew muoh better by using the meat and blood ot’ them. 
That day we began to erect a house 011 the ice-field to which the ship 
was fastenetl, as tlie latter was in great danger of being crushed, and, 
moreover, thc winter nom approached fa& 

Friday, the 4th, light northerly breeze. We worked on the house. 
Four seals were killed that day. 

Saturday, October 5, fresh breeze from the N., cold. We were en- 
gaged to alter tlie suow.cover, which had, last winter, been stretched 
over the ship, into a cover for the Iiouse. 

Sunday, the Gtb, light northerly breeze. Light snow-fall in the morn- 
ing. 

Monday, October 7, mild, with light northerly breeze. Worked on 
the house, and carried ice into the ship, which Mr:Schumxnn iutentled 
to use for t h e  .small boiler working the pumps, as the salt water had  
crystallized in i t  t o  a great extent. In  the afternoon Joe shot asscal ant1 
discovered that he  had been tracked the day before close to t h o  ship by 
D polar bear, which the dogs had not scented, the wind being against 
them ; they are generally very keen i n  this respect. 

Tuesday, tlie tjth, l ight northerly breeze. Worked on tho house. 
‘Latitude 7S0 47’ 4Yf N. 

Wednesday, the 9th, light breeze from the N. We carried a store of 
bread into the house. In  the afternooil oue of  tile crew saw D polar 
bear between tho ice-fields, at B distance of a mile from the ship. Lat. 
itude, 780 45’ N. 

Latitude 780 57/ 2s’’ N. 

Thursday, tlic loth, fresh iiortherly breeze, overcast. 
Friday, the l l t h ,  the same. Saw much open water.. 
Saturday, October 12, we hac1 a gale from the N.I3., with cold tem- 

perature. JItich opeu water. Drifted more rapidly to the south. We 
were now about three miles from the coast of Green1:mcl. This week 
the Equimaux had killed ten seals and seen one uarmal, [probably ~ a l -  
rus. I 

Diury of William Norton, second mate of t?be Polaris, whioli was found 
on. tlm: ice. 

1571. 

Arrived a t  Piskerneas, Greeulnnd, July 27, at 4 p. m. Called for the 
purpose of Eecnring thc services of Hans Ohristian, the Esquimaux 
huuter, who accompanied Dr. E. IC. Kane i n  his arctic expedition. Ws 
were disappointed, having learned he was living at  Upernavik. 

August 19.-Arrived at Upernavilr. 
October 24.-Sledge party retiirned to the ship, having been sixteen 

days abseut. They reached the latitude of 850 5’ N. Lost two dogs by 
death ; shot! two seals,but could not get them. S ~ W  tracks of musk-oxen, 
rabbits, foxes, &e. In  half an hour after they arrived Captain H&Jl 
took a severe turn of dllness. The partry were Captain Hall, Mr. Ohes- 
ter, Joe aud Hans, hunters and dog-drivers. 

Open water and young ice to the N. and W. 
October 2S.-Weather overcast and cloudy. Fed the sletlge-dogs with 

seal-meat. Stopped with Captain Hall from 2.30 until 10 a. m., who is 
still very ill. 
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October SG.--Capt;tiii Ea11 remaiiis confined to his bed. Joe and Hans 

meut to opeti water in search of‘ seals; fired at one but did not get it, 
Clear n eather. Two stars visible at. iioou. Banking around ship. 

October X.-C;iptaiu Rwll seriously ill, arid Dr. Uessels has no hopes 
of Iiini. Ne told Chester and inyself so. Joe and IIans preparing to 
go on a mnslr-ox 1ii111t. TWO stars visi. 
bIe a t  no011 ; weaklier clear. Young ice making on tlie water. Ther- 
mometer 89. 

N o v c w d m  11.-This inoriiiiig Captain B. took possession of all the 
keys composing of ship’s stores, aud also of Captain Eal17s effects, for 
which from bhis date 1 will not consider ingself responsible for what 
may hereafter happen. Rcported (?) yesterday the store-rooms were 
opened occnsionally by the crew. 

Noveinher 2l.-Broke adrift from our position alongside of Providence 
Berg, .which prevented us  from drifting out, in the pack. Let go star- 
board auclror aiicl made fast to ice-berg by hawsers. 

Novewzber 2s.-A gale from southwest. Drifted Providence Berg in- 
sliore. Drolie tlie ice all around and pressed the vessel hard on the 
young ice foniied iu-shore of us. 

Noaemnber 30.- Celebrated Thanksgiving, vix : Oyster-soup, lobster, 
turkey, vegetables, fruit-pies? pIum-pudding with brandy-sauce, cheese, 
coffee, crackers, almonds, raisins, walnuts, wine, &c. 

December 1.-Mild weather. Got ice from berg. 

Crew banking round the  ship. 

1872. 

Febrziary 28.-Thanlc God Harbor, Polaris Bay, latitude SlO 38‘ E,! 
laigitucle - W. Saw the sun for the first time a t  111’ 47” 08.2, after an 
absence of one hundred and thirtg-six clays. Celebrated sunrise mith 8 
glass of wine. 

Daily journal of 8ergeant Dleyer, kept while dvqting on the ice. 

October lS.-Heavy S.E. and S. gale, with lieavy snow-fall; at 6 
p. m. ice on the starboard set off?, apparently by the action of two ice- 
bergs, mhich, indistinctly, might ha17e been seen a t  a short distance. 
Big floes, driven by these icebergs, grazed along the ship until finally 
one (by lmssing rather close) sent the ship all a trembling and cracking 
in her timbers; the ship was lifted out of the water a t  least six 
feet, and the general belief was that the slriii of t h e  vessel was 
brealriug ; orders to (‘ heave over” were given, expecting a sadden 
catastrophe about the ressel. But, strange, after some l~arci work, both 
on ship and floe, the ship became eased again, and the floe to which we 
mere fastened broke up, a t  least a t  the edge, into sinall pieces; the lines 
which held the vessql broke off; the ship went adrift, leaving the 
greatest p:wt of the erew, Ca’ptain Tyson, arid myself on the ice, With 
dificulty we reached the remainder of the floe, and found ourselves in 
possession of two boats, some ‘clothes-bags and m u ~ k - 0 ~  skins, fourteen 
c~tns of pemmican, fourteen lrmns, sonie can-meat, a small bag of choco- 
late, the tent built on the floc previously, and twelve bags of liiird bread 
therein j besides an ‘(A’’ tent, instruments, chronometer, &CL The floe 
kept on breaking oft’ at the edge, and a continual removal of our stores, 
therefore, was necessary ; we worked steady and hard until about 12 

26 N 
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o’clock, night, and then, exhausted, laid down in the drifting snow and 
fearful tempest. All iny papers and records are lost. 

October lG.-Next. morning wind had somewhat abated, and we 
found ourselves wedged in between ail iceberg and land, which I took 
for Northumberland Islaud. Packing up, we left with the intention to 
round the iceberg and floe by boats, aud reach the land ; but ice closed 

* in before me succeeded, and were couii)elled to take LIP our abode on the 
floe once more. Then the ship was secu under f~i l l  steam and sail, head 
i n g  (from a northerly poiut) toward the ielmd. Later the ship ar- 
rived in harbor, betmeon McG;Lry Isla~icl (small) and Borthumber- 
land Island, and a new attempt to reach shore was madeby pullingone 
boat across the floe, aud then taking to the water ; but agaiu the setting 
in of the ice and of a nortlieast gale defeated us, Pulling the boat 
upon the ice, we left it, aud returned to provisions and otlier boat. 

October 17.-During the night northeast gale blew with full force, and 
continues now. Of the entire floe only a small piece is left us. The 
other boat, big tent, and part of the bread, &e., gone. We are far 
away from lar~d. It is evident, as soon as this gale abates, we  will have 
to arrange matters, and prepare for wintering on the floe without fire, 
unless the Esquimaux (Joe and Hans) are fortunate enough to kill a 
sufEcient number of seals. 

October 1s.-All provisions in our possession will last us four 
months at the rate of three:quarters of a pound per day to  the man. 

October 22.-Wc hare drifted betmeen Northumberland aud Wolsten- 
holm Islands ; sometiuies close to tlie land. Morc or less lieavy winds 
hare prevailed, mostly southeijy. We have settled down on our small 
piece of ice. Three snow huts are built, for Eaus’s family, Joe’s family, 
arid ship’s crew. Three seals liave been shot, and we live on two meals 
a day, which each consists of a sillall piece of seal meat, boiled on an 
Esqnimaux lamp, the soup giveu oil’ by this meat, and about an ounce 
of bread. To-clay a new addition to our snow-encampmeut has been 
made in form of it half-hut, joiriiiig by an oiltrance the hut of the crew. 
At  present Captain Tyson and I occupy this new apartment as sleeping- 
room. If fortune would laugh on us, aud send us plenty of game lu 
the form of thirty or forty seals, (so as to secure a little light and fire 
besides the meat,) we might be able to weather out the winter, and finally 
arrive safely in some port of Greenland. m’hat I regret most is the 
loss of my papers and records. With it a great many astronomical 
observations, all observations in reference to surveys, observation on 
magnetic horizontal intensity, meteorological Observations, (hourly and 
corrected,) all comparisons for the verification of meteorological observa- 
tions, &A, have left my possession. 

October 23.--The wirid still keeps up, (mostly from a southerly direc- 
.tion, but a t  intervals from N. and N. E) Till now I have neglected to 
mame the inhabitants of our snow-village. The roll is as follows : 

. 

‘ 

\ ADDITIONAL APARTMXNT, 

1. Captain Tyson. 
2. Frederick Meyer. 

Crew’s hut. 

3. John Heron. 
4. E. W. 0. Kruger. 
5. Frederick Jamka. 
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6. William Nindeman. 
7. Frederick Anthing. 
8. Gustavus Linguist. 
9. Peter Johnson. 
IO. William Jackson. 

Joe's hut. 

11. Joe, Esquimaus. 
12. Hannah, Esquimaux. 
i3. Punny, Esquimaux. 

Rans,s kat. 

14. Hans, Esquimaux. 
I 15. Hans's miie, Esquimaus. 

16. Augustiun, Esqnim:tus. 

18. Succi, Esqnirnaux. 
19. Hans's baby, Esquimaux. 

* 17. Tobias, Esquimarux. 

A t  about noon Joe sung out, '' I see the boat7" and certainly, by aid 
of glasses, we all saw the boat a t  about three miles distance to the east- 
ward. Joe also thought he saw the big canvas tent. Just  about then 
bivxlrfast was renclg ; an extra' allowauce of bread was issued, and we 
all started ont to gc'et the  boat, and, if possible, the bread, in the house. 
We tirrived a t  tho boat, (taking the  dogs witli us,) cleaiieil the latter of 
snow, and, with dogs and our own strength, pulled her across to the 
west edge of tlie floe, which existed yct nearly to its entire extent. 
The crew theti went over to the tent, and carried the bread over to  the 
boat. starting anew, we pulled the boat, (with all the bread in it,) over 
hL11limocks, but most young ice, and arrived safely at onr encampment 
at :lbout dusk, (5 p. ni.) By this fortunate expedition we gained the  
second boat, two boat compasses, one can of pemmican, twenty-seven 
two popllil cans of preserved meats, and six hags of bread, (most of 
theti] big b:3gs, containingin all lilic?Iy cifiEtt,huiiclrctll,oiinds.) It then mas 
decided to start anew next inonling, if  weather woiild permit, with 
tho iutention to  reach the hoijse oncc wore, build a sled of a fea 
plauks ant1 poles, which are in the house, teal- the lioiise down, and 
bring all over to the encampine~it. This was to be done by half of the 
crew and dogs, while the other half i\.:itclied their moveinent, and bein 
re:ttliuess with R boat in case of necessity. 

October 24.-It is blowing, and unless the wind moderates we dare not 
cross over to t h e  house. It rmaiuetl inore or less windy all day, but 
still in the afternoon j four of tlie crew went over to ',he hoiise, and car- 
ried back all boards and one plallli. 

October ?Ei.--It is almost; CBIUI,  but a little tliick ; still I think it pos- 
sible to cross over to the house, cut i t  down, and bring it over here. For 
this purpose, Joe and Hans are IIOW busily engaged to build a sled Of the 
plank brought to our eucampment yesterday. Four men,and the two 
Esquimaux, with sled and dogs, crossed over to t,he house,.and returned 
with about half of the poles of which tlie house-franie consisted. It mill 
be utterly impossible to make any obserratious while bound to this floe, 
inasmuch we &re nearly entirely destitute of light. 

October 2G.--Moilerate breezc froin the E.; temperature at 2 p. m. $50. 
Sun showed 28' of lier disk at 12.35 p. m. Four men and two Esquimaux, 
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with sled and dogs, again went to the house, and returned with the re 
mainder of tlie wood and half the canvas. All remaining on the big floe 
is enumerated by half of the canvas aiid t v o  bags of coal. While the 
party was 011 tlie floe in order to load up the sled, two dogs (which, a t  
the breaking up of the floe-edge on October 16, were left on one of the 
pieces of ice with provisions on) made their appearance, and great hope 
is entertained a t  present that we niay be able to recover said provisions 
and (what is more to me  still) Mr. Erj7an’s and my own papers. 

October ?I‘i.--Heavy breeze from the H.E., moderated toward morning, 
clear; 10 a. in., temperature +20.5; wind E., and still more moderating. 
Xobert aud the two natives (separatelF) went out in search of tho pro- 
visions mentioned above ; the natives were also to  look out for seals. 
The sun showed 10’ of her disk. Part  of the crew went across t o  the floe 
for the two bags of coal arid remainder of the csnvas. Temperature att 
2 p. m. 10.5. Robert returned, but had 110 tidings of the provisions. 
Joe and Hans haw returned, and relate that they have fallen in with 
track of the dogs, (which joined our part;J’ yestcrday,) and are determined 
to follow i t  up tomorrow. I hope they will succeed. * 

October %.-Calm aud clear during night ; stiff breeze from the E. in 
the morning. Nevertheless, JOC and Bans are starting out with sled and 
dogs. They have returned, compcllcd to do so by a rather fierce wind, 
after following the dogs, track for souie time. The wind compels us to 
turn i u  after.4 p. ru., on n cold meal of bread and pemmican. 

October 29.--Still a stiff breeze from the E. blowing. ltobert built the 
stove, Joe the alley-way, and so a t  dinner our cook-house was finished. 
I a t  the same t ime had the scale finished, and six pounds of food were 
weighed ont jbr the whole co iupan~’~  supper. 

October SO.--CaIm and clear. Natives have been out, but, besides see 
ing several seal-holes, brought no news of any importance. 

October 31.-Calm aiid clear. Natives have gone out to search for a 
route to shore. It has been concluded to take proper meals today; and, 
if the ice remains quiet over night, to make a start tomard shore to. 
morrow. 

November 1.-Cdin and c1e;ir. Two heavy boat-loads, containing all 
provisions, clothing, and beds, hare been moved over to the big floe; 
one sled-load almost removed all the remainder. Kiaks, fire-wood, can- 
vas, and some of Joe’s goods are on the old piece yet. 

Noweniber. 2.--The ice between the two pieces of ice hi18 opened; natives 
started early with a sled and found it so. Desperate efforts on the part of 
the natives; Bill, tho cook, aud little Bill and Robert, succeeded in 
removing on the quickly-formed young ice, lrialis, and the most valuable 
part of the goods from the other piece on to the big floe. They also built 
a snow-house for the accommodation of the crew. 

Nowendm 3.-Thick and snowing; it is thought that we are adrift ; i f  
so, our hopes of gettiug back to the Polaris will not be gratified; all 
hands busy in building hut for Joe and a cook-house; breezing up iu  
the evening. 

November 4.-Odm and clearing up j floe surrounded by water; drifted 
about six miles to the southward; we are now below Wolsteiihollu 
Islaiid; Joe and Ham Went out l~unting, but returned without gam; 
some wood was got from the place where the big canvashut stood. 
wo have come back to the old allowance of three-quarter pound o€ 
food, 

November 5.--Clear; blowing from thp N.W. and N. j no work done, 
.but compelled to stay in-doors. 

November G,-GIear and moderate breeze from N. and N.B.; we hare 
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drifted to the southward and westward; ,Joe and Hans went out seal- 
ing ; Joe returned with a seal, of which we had a proper meal of raw 
and cooked meat. 

November ?'.--Fair in the morning ; snowing and light breeze during 
fore aud afternoon j Joe and Hans weut out huntiag, but without suc- 
cess. 

November &-Breezing up during night ; snow drifting. 
Novenaber 0.--Fair arid calm in the uorning; breezing up during fore- 

Goon; Joe and Hans out hunting: 
November 10.-A moderate breeze j mostly clear j mow drifting ; wind 

nearly N. ; it  appears that Re are drifting very mpidly, and have by this  
time passed the Carrey Islauds. Joe and Hans went out huuting after 
breakfast, or diuner, (whatever we may call it;) Joe returned before 
dark set in, but EL:tns was missing yet at 8 p. m. Robert and Joe went 
in search of him, aud finally picked him up, Haus having lost his 
route. 

November 11.-Still blowing from the northward, and snow drifting 
heavy ; we have eomc down to one meal. 

November 12.-Clear ; blowiug from the northward, but no snow 
drifting. Judging by the amount of light we have now daily, it ap- 
pears that our drift keeps nearly up to the recessiou of the sui1 in 
south declination. 

November 13.-Thick and snowing ; light breeze j auo%er load of 
wood was got from the place of the big canvas hut, and mother snow- 
huf was coinmenced t o  store provisions in, and to  serve as reserve-hut 
in case one of the others should break down; calm and clearing in the 
evening. 

AToven2ber 14. - Light breeze and snow iu the morning, clearing 
toward noon; snom-hut completed. 

Noveneber lli.-Calm and thick toward noon; breezing up from the 
S.B., with snow-drift. 

&Toventbey lG.-Cleariug j northerly wind, but light. 
Noveiizber l7.-Almost clear ; northerly wind (stiff breeze) and 

snom-drift. 
November 1S.-Wind N.W. ; stiff breeze ; low temperature. 
Novenzbey 19.-Clear, light breeze from the w. 
November %.-Clear and almost calm. 
Novembw 2l.-Cloudy, but calm ; moved into the new snow-hut, which 

is more comforol.tab10 than the old one ; Joe and E h s  caught A seal each. 
Noveinber 22.-Calm and clear; Joe shot a seal; more or less water 

around the floe. 
November 23.-Light northerly wind aud cloudy ; Hans shot a seal. 
Noveniber 24-Light northerly wind nud calm. 
Noveinber 25.-Clear and cdin' duriug forenoon j clouding up, and 

N.W. breezes duriug afteruoon. 
November 26.-Oloudy arid westerly breezes. 
November 27.--Cloudy and thick ; light snow a t  intervals j westerly 

breezes. 
November 28.-This day is celebmted as thanlrs-giving, by change of 

food j in  r egad  to quantity, we cannot allow much more than our usual 
ration j cloudy and westerly breezes. 
NovPmbcr BO.-Tlliok ; light westerly breeze. 
Noveinbor 30.--Calm and almost cloudy j clear a t  the S.E. j land in 

sight, bearing ap~-)~relltly 8.S.E. or S. 
December l.--Calm aud clear ;. low temperature ; Fred, encountered B 

bear, But his gun proved defective. 
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December 2.-Thick and stiff N.W. breeze ; wind abating and clear. 
ing up; land in sight, apparently some part of the west coast of the 
channel. 

December 3.-Light N.W. breeze ; clear and quite light. 
December 4.-Light N.W. breeze, and thick ; temperature a t  2 p. m., 

-90 ; fair and calm toward eveniug j in our suow-hut temperature gen- 
erally keeps one or two degrees above zero, 

December 5.-Light N.W. breeze, and almost clear j temperature, 
-150 j Bill shot a white fox, who had come up close to our encampment, 
as he had done several times before. 

December G.-Splendid auroral display during the night j a dark seg- 
ment over the horizon, extending from E. to W.,whereof bright luminous 
streamers issued up  to a height of about 300 ; light N.W. breeze in the 
morning, and fair; temperature, a t  12 m., -40 aud rising to -10; wind 
veering to the west. 

Deceinber 7.-0loudy and liqht breeze from the west ; clear and light 
southerly breeze toward e\.euing ; a clear sky and clear horiqon south 
give me an opportunity to take the meridian. Altitude of y Cassiopeae 
over the ice-horizon ; the approximate declination of y Cassiopes taken 
from a star-chart, (fortunately in my possession,) permitted me to find 
as an approximation to our red latitude the value 740 4j N. The chro- 
nometer time of Z, takeu a t  meridiau passage of y Cassiopes, furnished 
an approximation to our longitude, which was found to be 670 53/ W. 

December S.-Gloudy ; light southerly breeze; temperature -50 s t  1 p. 
m. j -120 a t  3 p. m. ; aiud veering to the W. and N. of W. 

Decenzber 9.-Cloud,y ; moderate breeze from the N.W. ; temperature 
low and falling, ranging froin -130 to -180. 

December lO.-StiE N.W. breeze during night ; wind abating toward 
morning; clouded over j temperature a t  10 a. m., -170; even while the 
sky is cast over we have considerable light a t  10 a. m., Thank God 
Harbor time; light sufficient to read the thermometer accurately; h r -  
ing the day temperature fell to -210. 

December 11.-Clear and ca81m ; temperature at 12 m., -260 ; Hans 
caught a white fox by means of a trap. 

December 12.--Westorly wind and fair ; temperature a t  12 m., -210.6. 
December 13.-More or less cloudy; westerly wind j temperature a t  

1 p. m., -190. 
December 14.-Beautifully clear awl calm during night ; temperature 

at 6 a. m., -250; a t  12 m., -250.5 j cloudy j clearing up during after- 

December 15.-Cloudy ; light westerly breeze ; temperature at 12 m., 
-200. 

December lG.-CloudS ; moderate weperly breeze j temperature at 11 
a. m., -30; a t  4 p. m., -10. 

December 17.--Uloucly aud thick, al~nost calm j temperature a t  12 m., 
-40 ; snowing in the evening ; temperature a t  7 p. m., +10,5. 

December lS.-ClOudy and almost calm ; temperature 11 a. m., +50. 
December 19.-Fair; stiff northerly breeze; temperature at 11 a,. m., 

+20. 
December 20.-Uloudy ; light westerly breeze, and considerable tmi- 

light, which permitted to read at 2 p.m. ; temperature at 1 p. m., +40; 
water at the edge of the floe ; seals seen by Joe and Hans, 

December 2l.-Cloudy and thick, but sufficient light a t  10 a. m. to 
read print ; stifl northerly breeze i temperature a t  10 a, m., +go; a t  
12 m., +60 j even a t  3 11. m, the light was sufficient to read the ther- 
mometer, 

noon. 
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December 22.--Calm and clear, very light j more so than it has beon 

for some time past j temperature a t  l a p . ,  -140. 
Decenzbcr 23.--Light northwesterly breeze j land sighted, bearing 

about 8.8.W. and S.W., but apparently rather far off j temperature 
a t  11 a. m., -90. 

Decenzber 24.-Stiff northerly breeze j snom-drift during the night j 
auroral streamers during the night j at G a. m. beautiful corona, with 
Bashing light extending from E. to W. through the southern sky; tem- 
perature a t  12 ni., +40. 

December 25.-Light northerly breeze; calm ; temperature -10. Christ- 
mas was celebrated by us with an extra meal, (Christmas dinner,) con- 
sistiiig of two biscuits, one-half pound of ham, and blood-soup each. 

December 2G.-Northerly gale and heavy snowdrift during night j 
BoInewhat decreasing toward morning; temperature a t  10 a. m., +120. 

December 27.-Light northerly breeze j cloudy j temperature from 
+Eo a t  10 a. ui., to +Soin the afternoon. 

December 2S.-Almost calh j mater making to the east and northeast- 
ward ; temperature from +30 to + 10 ;  cloud^. 

Deceinbcr 29.--Fair and light northerly breeze in the forenoon j tem- 
perature from -40 to -GO; a t  noon ice commenced moving and crack8 
opened; Joe shot a small sen1 j at t,he same time it breezed up and snow 
drifted from N. and N.W. 

December 30.-Almost clear; utiff breeze from X.W. ; temperature at 
11 a. m., -100; west coast in sight, but distance considerable. 

Decenzber 31.-Almost calm, with exception of, very light southerly 
and northerly breezes ; clear; temperature from -210 to -230. 

January 1, lS73.-Almost calm and clear j temperature from -250 to 
-290; hazy and light S.E. breeze in the evening. * 

January 2.-Wiud changeable, but light; hazy j temperature from 
-180 to -230. 

January 3.-Stif€' N.W. breeze ; fair j temperature a t  10 a. m., -230. 
January 4.-Stiff N.W. breeze j fair j temperature a t  l 2  m.) -240. 
January 5.-Light or moderate westerly breeze j fair temperature at 

Jannary 6.-Calm or light southerly breeze j clear j temperature from 
-220 to - 2 5 ~ .  A clenr sky and horizon give me an opportunity to take 
meridian altitudes of Polaris and y Cassiopece. Approximate latitude, (by 
means of declination taken from a star-chart,) calculated by Polaris, 
720 031 30" N. ; by y Oassiopeq 720 11' N. ; mean, 720 07' 16'' N. Ap- 
proximate longitude by y CassiopeB, (right ascension taken from star- 
chart,) GOO 40' 4 Y  W. Our fire-wood (including one boat used for heat- 
ing two meals a day) beiug used Up,  we managed to warm our meals by 
means of an Esquimaux lamp. 

January 7.-Clear j light southerly breeze j temperature from -250 to 

January S.--Pair, but clouding up ; light southerly breeze; tempera- 

January %-Clear and dmost calm j temperature in average, -35O. 
Junuarg IO.-Clear; light S.E. breeze; temparetiire in average, -3OO. 
Januarg 11.--I?air ; light N.B. breeze j temperature, 4 3 O .  
January 12.--Ulouding UP j more or less st,rong breeze from N.W.; 

temperature, -334 
January 13.-Galm and clear ; temperature from -3S0 to -4OO. 
January 14.--Thick and light snow ; moderate N.E. breeze j tempere- 

ture? -160 a t  10 a.m. j temperature rising to -120 in the afternoon ; wind 
veering to N.W. and W.; setting in of W. gale. 

9 a. m., -240. 

-300. 

ture from -270 to -3OO. 
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January 15.-W. gale continues j heavy snow-drift j temperature falls 
to -170; wind quieting toward evening. 
January 16.-Thick; stiff N.W. breeze; temperature from -310 to-260; 

Hans shot a seal-a most fortunate incident, inasmuch it permits us to 
warm our food for perhaps eight days longer j in another day or two we 
would have been compelled to live on three-fourths pound of dry cold 
food per day. 
Jaizuary l'7.-3'air j stiff N.W. breeze j temperature, -260. 
January IS.-Fair j heavy N.W. breeze and suow-drift duriiig night j 

slowly abating during day j temperatnre from -270 to -2SO. 
January 19.-Clear j almost calm j sun appeared above the horizon, 

remaining there for, above two hours, and clipping a t  10 minutes past 
one o'clock, Thank God Harbor time; 'tier meridian passage was ob- 
scured by au iceberg; it is likely that the upper limb sliowetl above the 
horizon 011 the ISth, but such could uot be observed OIL account of the 
above mentionediceberg; temperaturefrom-2i0 to-320 j Joe and Hans 
shot two seals a t  a distance of five miles from the floe, where they found 
a large space of newly-made ice lending across the chanuel j oiily one 
they were eiiabled to get and fetch home, leaving the other om among 
the young ice. 
January 2O.-Pairj almost calm j temperature, a t 9  a. m.,-330. *Early 

in the morning I took Rights of Polaris and y Cassiopeae a t  their lower 
culmination, and determined our approximate latitude and longitude to 
be 700 1' 40/' N., GOO 0' 3W W. 
January 21.-Almast clear j light but sharp northerly breeze ; tern- 

perature, A G O .  
January 22.-Clea;r and almost calm; clouding up and light S.E. 

breeze toward ereniug j temperature from -390 to -320. 
January 23.--Fair ; liglit N.W. and W. breeze; temperature from -310 

to - 3 3 .  Joe c:inght B small seal in a seal-hole. 
Junuccry 24.--Tliick and liglit snow ; light S.E. breeze j temperature 

from -230 to -210; Joe and llaus returned from liuntiug with a seal, 
shot by Hans in a seal-hole. 
January 2ii.-Clesr j light N.W. breeze; temperature from -340 to 

below -400. 
January 26.-Clear j light N.W. breeze j temperature, a t  10 a. m., be- 

low -400 ; Joe shot a seal in his hole, and fetched him home ; the same 
seal had been previously shot by IIms a t  another hole. 
January 27.--Clear j light S.E. breezo j temperature below -400 j 

toward evening S. and S.B. breeze increased j temperature rose to -340. 
Sights of Polaris, y Cassiopeae, and the sun give a mean determination 
of latitude to 690 32/ N. ; longitude, to GOO 03' W. 
January 2s.-Clear j wind light a11d changeable j temperature be- 

low -400. 
Jaizuary 29.-Olear j frost8-smoke a t  the horizon j light S.E. breeze ; 

temperature below -400. 
January 30.--Fair ; almost calm j -340 teuperaturo; during nfternooe 

a breeze from S. and S.W. sprung up, sky clouded up, and temperaturn 
rose iq&lly to -24O. 
January 31.--Cloudy and thick ; light S.E. breeze ; tcmperature,--l90; 

toward noou wind veered to E. and N.E. j temperature tell to -240; to- 
ward evening wind veered to N.W. and w., and iucressed to a heavy 
breeze j temperature fell to -26O. 
Februury l.-W. heavy breeze iucreased to a gale during night j some- 

what abating toward morning ; heavy snow-drift ; cloudy ; temperature 
.from -220 to -190. 



REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY. 419 

Pebruarp 2.-W.N.WV. breeze, abating slowly ; thick; light snow to- 
ward night ; temperature from -190 to -160. 

E'ebruurjj 3.--Cloudy ; very Iight S.S.W. breeze ; temperature rjsing 
from -1 60 at 10 a. in. -130. 

February 4.-W. gale commencing at  midnight ; thick and heavy 
snom-drift, abating dnriflg afternoon ; temperature, while gele lasted, 
-100 ; falling when abating. 

Feebruaq 5.-Moderate breeze from the S.W., S., :and S.S.E. during 
morning; fair; temperature a t  S a. rn. -170, and still falling; latitude 
by 0, 680 -501 ; Hans shot A sed;  wind veers to 7iv. and N.W. 

Peebruury G.-Moderate N. W. breeze ; thick ; temperature, -10" ; dur- 
ing afternoon mind mers to N.E. and S., and blows heavy in the even- 
ing  for a sl~ort  duration ; during the veering of the wind temperature 
rises to -5O. 
Pebruary 7.-Fair ; wind W. end moderate ; temperature falls during 

the night, and in the morning varies from -240 to -260; Hans shot a 
seal ; uuiuoriis seen. 
February &--During night clear, and temperature falling ; a t  7 a. m. 

-300; rising from 8 a.m.; -Bo a t  2 p. m.; stiff S.E. breeze spriiigs 
up toward evening ;. temperature rises to -1GO j unicorns seen. 

February 9.-During night wind veers by the N. to W., and increasesr 
to a &de; somewhat decreasing during day ; temperature, -100; uui- 
corns seen ; heavy snom-drift. 

Pebruaq lO.--W. wiud increases again during night ; fempemttzre, 
-100; lieavy snow-drift ; calming down during day, and temperature 
decreasing to below -200 ; Joe shot two seals. 

Februccry 11.-Breezing up after midnight from tho N.W. ; tempera- 
ture rising ; breeze and snow-drift increasing during day ; temper.ature 
rising to -70 ; thick. 

Pebruary 12.--LTe:ivy N. W. s u d  W. breeze con times ; snom-drift ; 
temperature, in average, -lo0. 

Pebruary 13.-EIeavy west breeze continues ; temperature, in aver- 
.age, -100. 

February 14.--Heavy W. breeze, somewhat aboting j fair j tempera- 
ture a t  S a. in., -160; cnlmiug ~ O W U  and clearing up toward evening; 
temperature falling to  -1100; malls s110t a seal. 

February 15.-Tlriok ; breeeilig u p  from the IT. toward morning; snom- 
drift ; temperature a t  S a. m., -15O. 

PqBrmry 1G.-Calm mid light w. breezes ; varying temperature. 
Pebr?wm~ 17.--0alm and light TTT. breezes ; var,yiiig temperature ; 

teinperntnre rising from -30° toward -200 j Haus shot a seal. 
Pcbruary lS.-Heavg W. breeze and snow-drift ; fair sky ; tempers- 

ture, -250. 
Pebruavy 19.-Light 5. breeze; clear; temperature €rom - 2 4 O  to 

-140; Cape Walsingham and Pamu Bay in sight, the first bearing about 
S.S. W. ; Joe shot a seal ; ten dovekies mere shot also. 

Pebruary 20.-Thiclr ; temperature from -80 to -40 ; Iigh t E. breezes ; 
considerable leads of' mater on all sides ; thirteeri dovokios shot, 
Pebruary 2l.-ThiCk alld cloudy; calm ; light southerly br(?WCS ; 

tempel-aturo a t  7 a. in., +GO; risiug during the iluy to +loo; Cape 
Walsingham and Sire Inlet appear now to be about twenty miles off. 

.February 29.--ThicB a11d cIou~]y ; calm c1liring day j breezi!iq 1111 to- 
ward evening from the S.E. ; temperature a t  G a. w., +so, risiug dur- 
ing dny and coming up to +2@, with tho S.E. breeze. Preparations 
are beiug made ibr an early start toward shore. 

Pebruary 23.--Beuvy S.E. bsecze during night, abatiiig toward 
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morning ; thick and snowing ; temperature remains above +!loo dur- 
ing S.V. breeze;.at S a. m. the wind shifts to the W., and temperature 
falls to +150 and +120. 

Pebruury 24.--Fair ; inoderate N. breeze ; temperature varying from 
-SO to $20; Cape’ Walsingham bearing S .  and getting closer ; Joe 
shot a seal. 

Pebruary 25.--l;”air in the inoruing; clouding up soon after; calm 
and light N.E. breeze; temperature from -90 to +50; light snow in 
the afternoon. 

Peebruury 2G.-Light N. W. breeze, and calm j fair ; temperature from 
-240 to -100; starting for shore has been given up, and, therefore, 
in order to make our provisions hold out until the 1st  of April, our 
allowance had to be reduced to seven ( 7 )  ounces of uncooked food per 
day. 

Pebruury 27.-N. breeze; fair; temperature at 7 a. m., -250; a Fear 
has been disturbing Joe’s hunting-gear, mhich he keeps not far off the 
hut; he is following up the bear’s track ; six dovekies shot. 

Pebruury 28.-St,iff N.W. breeze ; fair ; temperature from -280 -200; 
thir5y-nine dovekies shot. 

Marc7b 1.-Moderate N.W. breeze iu tbe morning; calming down to- 
ward noou ; fair ; G5 dovekies shot ; temperature from -340 to  --I@. 

March !L--i\loderete N.W. breeze ; fair temperature, from -310 to 
-190. Joe shot an ulrtsbuk measuriug 7 feet 8 inches in length j 42 
dovekies mere shot also. 

dlarch &-Stiff N.W. breeze; hazy; temperature from -230 t o  -200. 
March 4.-Cle:~r ant1 calm ; temperature from -270 to -GO, and 

3 4 0  j 4 dovekies ahot. 
i7farch 5.-Fair ; moderate N.W. breeze ; increases to  heavy breeze, 

and shifts to W.N.W. ; he;ivy snow-drift. 
March G.-Heavy W.N.W. breeze, and snow-drift coutiuues ; fair ; 

temperature, :it 3 p. in., -200. 
March 7.-W.N.W. bseeze somewhat abated; fair; temperature, at  7 

a. m., -230; lieavy pressure on our floe during night ; temperature rising 
to -200duriug clay, and falling to -230 toward evening. 

illarch S.--C;ilm and fair; temperature from -300 t o  -130. 
Narclb 9.--Calm and thick ; light N. breeze ; rising clriring day ; tem- 

perature, -220 a t  G a. iu. ,  rising to-100 toward noon ; N. breeze increas- 
ing to heavy blow and snow-drift; toward eveniug tLe floe is craclriug 
in all directions, and wo are compelled to keep ourselves and all neces- 
saries of life ready i u  case of a sudden disaster. 

Jlarc7~ 11.-N. gale still continues ; thick and heavy suom-drift; 
toward evening the floe cracks iuto still smaller pieces close to the huts; 
te tu perature, + 50. 

illarch 12.-Cf;zle abating toward morning, and clearing up ; the floe 
has completely broken up ; the piece left to us  is very small ; but the 
number of h u t s  is complete, and nobody lost; clouding up during the 
day, aud wind sliifting to S.S.E. ; temperature, from +lo to $150; 
Joe, shot. two seals, alld Captain Tyson one seal; five dovekies shot; 
.&IUS shot auother seal; latitude by 0, 640 32’. 

i l~uvch 13.-Stifl‘ breeze from the N. and W. j ice grinding; thick in 
the morniog; clearing up in the afteriiooii ; temperature, from +40 
to -40. 

ilfurch 14.-Wiud abates toward morning j clear ; cloucliiig up, and 
light S.E. breeze towrtrtl rioou; teIuperature, from -80 to +140; Joe 
shot one small seal, aud one uktshuk; latitude by 0,640 19’ N. ; Joe 
shot another seal. 

’ 
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Hurch 15.-Moderate W. and N.W. breeze; shifting; clear and fair; 
temperature, froui -5O to $100; large body of water S.E. 

March 16.-Thick and calm toward morning ; temperature, -SO, and 
soou rising to -100; large bodies of water in all difections ; unicorus 
seen and shot at. 

illarch 17.-Bear-tracl1s fourid close to the hut ; chase after one early 
in t h e  morniiig j thick and light snow ; light N.E. breeze in the morning; 
light S.MT. breeze in the evening; temperature, from -50 to +1SO. 

Murch LS,-Fair ; moderate N.W. breeze j temperature remaining 
below zero, from -13O to -50. 

March l9.--Fair and moderate N. breeze ; temperature, from -180 
to -40. 

n h c h  2O.-Fair and moderate N. breeze j temperature, from -110 to 
-40 ; Hans shot a small seal. 

March 2l.-Clear and light N.W. breeze; Joe shot six seals aiid Hans 
one. 

Alur~7b 22.-Clear and calm; light N.W. breeze in the afternooil ; tem- 
perature, from -109 to + l W ;  Joe shot two seals; latitude GSO 5G'. 

Jlarch 23.-l?air; heavy N. breeze; temperaturc, from -50 to +SO; 
Joe shot a seal. 

March 24.-'l!hick and light snow in the moriiirig; fhir rcinaiuder of 
dag; moderate N. breeze; temperature, from -50 to +SO; Joe shot 
a seal. 

~!krc! l  25-Fair; light N. breeze; temperature, from -GO to  +70; 
Joe and Hans shot a s e d  each; latitude by 0, 610 59'. 

Alnrch Z(i.--Ulear ; moderate N. W. breeze ; temperature, from -40 
to +go; Joe shot four bladder-noses and Haus oue. 

Alwcli 27.--01OLldy ; moderate N.W. breeze ; teniperatnre, from rt 00 
to  $200 ; lute in the evening cz middle-sized ice.bear found his way to 
our huts, and was seen first by Captain Tysoa, mho called Joe ; Joe 
called a11 hands, who jumped out with pistols aud guns iu their hands, 
and soon killed the ice-bear. 

Jfarch 2s.-Thick j moderate nortlierly breeze ; temperature, from 
. +30 to +loo ; icebergs collecting :~rou~id us. 

nlarch 29.-Fair ; W.N. W. breeze, (moderate ;) temperature, from 
-10 to +go;  water closing in U ~ O U  u s  fro111 all sides. 

Marc7~ 3O.-Heavy W.N. W. breeze during iiiglit ; surrounded by 
water ; passing icebergs ; small ice passiug ; wiad soll~e\~~hi1t abating 
towar,d morning;; cloudy and chaugeable ; te~nperature, from +GO to -. 

ilfa~c7h 31.-Heavy W.N.W. breeze ; thiol; ; Joe shot a bladdernose 
and two young seals; Hans shot One soung seal j latitude 590 41'. 

April 1.-Light breeze N.N.W. ; left snow eucamlment, and pro- 
ceeded to the S.W. in tho boat; tlrow meat o~erboard ; wash-boards to 
uhe boat fixed j selection of clothlug made j three sods shot. 

April 2.--Psrt of the floe had pulled up upon the preceding day 
broke off duriug night j started 5 a. 111. j worked oars j heavy breeze 
from the S.W. springing up; pulled up  upon a piece of ice; boat stove; 
lnendecl with ulitshulr skin ; shot one seal. 

April 3.-Stwted a t  8.46 a. 117. ; head wind ; used oars until the wind 
veered to the N.N.W., wheu the sail was set ; hmiled out at 2.30 11. m. j 
pack clofie j stops our progress ; caught a number of seals. 

April 4.--Wiiid N.E., (light breeze j)  we opened and we started a t  8.45 
a. m ; 2 hours' run, when we closed, and mehauled out ; latitude, 5Go 47'. 
BIowiug heiivy in the evening, (N.N.w. ;) heavy swell from the east. 

April 5.-Gelo from the N.E. heavy swell; two pieces of our floe 
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broke off j removed our boat severai times j sea washing over the piece; 
pitched tent a t  dark, and set watch. 

April &--Gale Srom N.W. ; heavy swell and sea ; another piece of our 
floe broke 08; only a small piece left j standing by the boat ready for 
a jump. 

April 7.--W.N.W. gale; heavy sea and swell; ice broke under the 
tent while diviilyng some bread and pemmican for breakfast; no sight 
forseals; set match, in two relief's, of half of our number. 

April &--Ice broke a t  midnight, between tent and boat ; I was left 
with the boat; snowing; heavy sea; gale from W.N.W.; N.E. wind 
outside of the pack. 

April !).--Heavg mind from the N.W. ; heavy sea ; latitude 550 51' 
N.; sea wasliing over the piece j standing by the boat ; laud seen to the 
westward; 12 o'clock, night, we closed in;  pitched tent and turned in 
by watches. 

April 10.-Calm and cloudy ; quiet during night, (pash-ice.) 
April 11.--Calm and cloudy, (pash-ioe;) saw fox, some land-birds, and 

crows; icebergs p;issing close to us. 
April 13.--light S.E. breeze; light swell, (pash-ice;) saw seals, but 

cannot get tlieiu j fine weather ; latitude 550 35' N. 
April l:i.-Ligbt S.W. breeze ; ice opened during the night, and closed 

again toward morniug ; slack during the day ; saw seals, but cannot 
get, them; latitude 550 23/ N. 

A p i l  14.-LigIit N. breeze; pash-ice close j saw seals, but cannot get 
them; lalitude 850 13". 

April lL-Ligbt N. breeze j snowing during the night ; ice close ; 
fine weattier ; latitude 540 58' N. 

April l(i.-Moilemte breeze from N.N.W. ; ice close ; no swell ; match 
at night, hourly relief; pemmican nearly entirely used up; reduced 
our allowaim of peiuirricau arid bread. 

April 17.-Light breeze froin W.N.W. ; ice close j latitude 54O 27' N. 
April lS.-Light 3. breeze; Joe shot a seal in ;L crack ; divided into 

sixteen shares j lend in  sight in  the morning, bearing 8. and S.W. ; ice 
slitckenirrg; crows, h 1 1 d  birds ; ducks seen. 

April 19.-Light N.W. breeze; ice slack ; thick ; breezing up from 
the W. toward evening; swell ; eveuing sea washes out of tlie tent; 
standing by the boat during entire night ; sea washing over us ;  ice 
pelting out our feet. 

April 20.-Lannched the boat at 7 a. m., and arrived safely on a small 
piece of ice ; went after seal in the boiLt ; turned in by reliefs ; sleeping 
in the boat j lost tent. 

April 21.-All iwsons  wet through ; light N.E. breeze j ice close; 
latitude 530 57I. 

April 22.-Snom and rain during night ; thick in  forenoon ; ice close; 
only trri biscuits left to supper for tlie whole party j shot bear. 

April %.-Light N. and N.E. breezes; raining and cloudy. 
April Bii.-Lig-ilt N. arid N.E. breezes ; raining. 
ApriE 2LX-N.E:. gale during night j raining; heavy swell ; launched 

boat at 5 a. in. ; hauled out after eight hours pull ; great nuiiiber of' seals 
seen ; some of them shot. 

April %.-Started a t  6.30 it. ; pulled up two hours afterward and 
repaired lreel of boat ; Shot B O ~ U O  seal j latitude 630 30' N. 

April .27.--Snon~ing in forenoon ; clearing up in the afternoon ; large 
body of water makiug outside of us; cannot get to it. 

April 28.-W. gale ; heavy sea running; Tvater washing over the floe; 
standing by the boat during night ; snowing during night and forcnoon ; 
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launched boat a t  daglight and proceeded by oar, and also by sail for a 
short distmice j h e a q  sea and southerly gale blowing ; pulled up a t  G 
a. m. ; turqed in for a, few hours ; launched the boat again a t  1 p. m. ; 
proceeded by oar ; shot some seals ; saw steamer j pulled up a t  dark ; 
night clear. 

Apri2 29.-Blubber-fires during night ; morning, fine and c d m  ; 
sighted steamer five miles off; launched the boat a t  daylight, and pro- 
ceeded for two hours; encountered close pack ; pulled up on piece of 
ice j set signal and fired shots for steamer j saw laud in the morning ;. 
latitude 530 04' K. 

April 30.-Eept fires during night; pick@d up by Tigress a t  5 a. m. 

Diary of J o h  Herron. 

October 15.-Gale from the S.W.; ship made fast to floe; bergs 
pressed in and nipped the ship until we thought she was going down j 
threw provisions overboard, and nineteen souls got on the Boo to re- 
ceive them and haul them up on the ice. A large berg came sailing 
down, struck the floe, shivered it to pieces, and freed the ship. She 
was out of sight in five minutes. We were afloat on cliirc:rent pieces of 
ice. We liad two boats. Our men were picked up, myself among 
them, and landed on the main floo,. which wo found to be crsaclred in 
many places, Saved very little pro- 
visions. 

October 16.-Morning fine ; light breeze from the N. ; close to tlie a, 
shore. The berg that did so much damage half mile to the N. E. of us. 
Captain Tyson reports a small island a little to the north of the berg 
and close to the land. Plentj- of open water. We lost no time in 
launching the boats, getting the provisions in, and pulling around the 
berg, when me saw the Polaris. She had steam up, and succeeded in  
getting a harbor. She got under the lee of ail island, aud came down 
with sails set-jib, foresail, mainsail, and staysail. She must have seen 
us, as the island was four or five miles off. We expected her to save us, 
as there n'as plenty of open mater, beset with ice, which I think she 
could have gotten through. In the evening we started with the boats 
for shore. Had me reached it we could hl;t~'e wall~od on board in one 
hour,,but t h e  ice set in so fast when near the shore that we could not 
pull through it. We had a narroy escape in jumping from piece to 
piece, with the painter in hand, until we reached the floe. We dragged 
the boat two or three hundred yards, to a high place, where we thought 
she would be secure until morning, and made for our provisions, which 
were on a distant par t  of the floe. We mere too much worn out with 
hunger and fatigue to bring her along to-night, and it is nearly dark. 
We cannot see our other boat or our provisions. The snow-drift has 
covered our late tracks. 

October 17.-Strong wind from the S.E. The ice broke up again. 
Our boat and everything wo have loft are going. We are afloat on 5 
very emall piece, with very little provisions left. It is blowing a gale, 
and threatens to,be a very severe night. 

October IS.-Light breeze from tho 8.W. Plenty of open water. Joe 
caught a seal. 

October 10.-Wind the same. Joe caught two more seals. 
OctoW 20.-This morning thick snow-storm. All are well. 

We remained shivering all night. 
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October 2l.-Ligh t mind froin S.E. Building snowhonses ; finished 
one ; we sleep in i t  to-night. 

October 22.-Weather very thick ; snow falling. Building snow- 
houses for the Esquimanx, and one more for ourselves, as the first is 
too sniall. 

October 23.-Wind light and S.E. . With tbe aid of our marine-glass, 
to our great joy we discoverecl in the distance a boat, and, a t  some dis- 
tance therefrom, the tent. The ice for a few miles between us ancl the 
floe which they are on is very thin, but we must risk it, as we have six 
bags of bread there, forty-five pound-cans of pemmican, and two dozen 
cans of meat. Returned to, headquarters weak, but thankful to  God. 
Rejoicing iu our good fortune, we treated ourselves to a good supper, 
thanking God for our increase of' stores. We have nom eleven bags 
of bread, thirteen c m s  of pemmican, eleven dozen cans (pint and 
quart) of meats, soups, with some green corn, ancl fourteen hams. My 
bag of clothing I found in the boat. 

October 24-Weather thick and cold. Four men made another trip to 
th tent to bring some planks with which to wake a sleigh. All are in 
good health. 

October 26.-This inorniug thick, with light wind. Half of the men 
have gone to the tent with the sled made this moruing, drawn by the 
dogs. The rest of us are remaining here by the boat ready to shove off 
in case the ice should open. Eveniug the illen returned with a sled- 
load of poles. All well. 

October 2G.-This morning clear, with a light breeze. Auotlier jour- 
ney to the tent brought off the remainder of the lumber, :md some 
canvas. Found tv-o inore doxs. There is one  nom load left 011 the floe. 
The remaincler of the nien staid by the boat as before. All well. 

October B'i.--Clear, with light wind. We h:~ve bronght the remainder 
of our tent nnd two bags of coal off; that is all we can find. Three 
men have been out iu another direction, but have found nothing. 

October 2S.-This morning clear j strong wind ; very cold. Tried to 
make a cookingstore ; wind too strong ancl too cold. 

Octobcr 29.--Tliis morning very cold ;uid stormy, but clear. The land 
in sight all tho time. All wall. 

October 30.-This morning clear ; light wind. The Esquimrtux went 
hunting, b iz t c:i ugli t; no tli ing. 

October 31.-'l?his n-~orning cold, but fine. Sent Joe and Hans with ,a 
dog-team to see l m v  the ice will stand, as we intend starting to-morrow 
for shore. If thc ice stand good W.~O shqll be there in two or three days. 
We have eaten RS inuch as me  could to&y to get strength ior the 
journey. We IIXVC been living very poorly so as to make our provisions 
last six months. If wc cau reach the shore we can live better, as we 
may kill some game. 

Nuvcnibcr 1.-Started to-day for the large floe four miles distant, and 
one-third of the distance, 1 should say, to the shore. After a hard claps 
work we succeeded in  getting two boats ancl our provisions off, also 
on0 sleigh-load of bed-cowriug, sliius, and cauvas, and some poles ; 
leaving three bags oflcoals, the only ones we had left. We left a great 
many poles, some canvas, two kyacks, and other things j among them 
two boxes of clothiug belongiug to Joe, tools, and other w r y  useful 
articles, which are a, grea t .10~~ to us. 

November 2.-This inormg we were surprised to find tho ice open and 
water all around us. We started before daylight with the dogs and 
sled, not kuowing what had hqpeIled until we had uearly driven into 
the water. There was no wind, so all the mischief was done by the 

mTe have got our cook-house a t  work. 



REPORT OF THE SECRETARY O F  THE NAVY. 425 

high tide a t  night. The ice closed in a little. Ke tried again, leaving 
the dogs and sled on the E. side of‘ the floe, and ventiued across on 
the other floe. We saved one rake, some of Joe’s clothiiig, three guns, 
and a few other things. When the  inen returned to the orack i t  mas 
opening. They got across just iu time, as the ice opened and the floe 
has not since been seeu. 

November 3.-This morning snow-storm. Building snow-houses. All 
well. No chance now of getting ashore; must iiow give that u p  

Noveiiaber 4.--Suow-stor1u. Still buildiiig snow-houses. 
November 5.--Eloming a gale from N.W. Snow drifting.. The men 

cannot leave the hut,  the weather is so serere. 
Mooeinber &-Captain Tyson ill with a severe colcl, and paitis all over 

him. The weather mild j light wind. Joe caught a sod ,  which has 
been a godsend. We are hnving a feast to-night, three-fourths of a 
pound of food being our allomuce. Mr. il1Pyi.r u ~ d e  a pack of’ cztrds 
from some thick paper, and me are now p iq iug  euchre. I’lcnty of 
water arouud us. We are a good cleal further from the Imid, aud are 
driftiug south pretty smart. 

November 7.--Oaptain Tysoii better. F i n d  strong, suow dri€ting, 
weather thick. 

Noaenzber S.-Weather very bad. TVo cannot leave the hut. 
Novenzber I).-Weather the same ; very severe. We are prisoners in 

the hut. 
November 10.-Wind strong j snow drifting. Wr arc. drifting fast 

to the south. The west land is uot to be sceii. The Esquiiiiaux atre 
out hunting. Joe has returired late; IIms h s  no t  come p t .  Joe aucl 
Robert have goue in search of Iiilii. IIu had left the floe for another 
one, and with great diflicu1t.y f‘ouuil his way b:iolr very late. They 
saw hiiu coiiiing, dressed in skins and covercd with siio\v, aurl took liini 
for an ice-bear; loaded their pistols aud made readx, wheu, to their joy, 
they fouud it was Hans. 

illo?zduy, November ll.--’CVintZ strong ; snomcd in, and drifting fast. 
Tuesday, Novcmbcr 12.-lhther strong breeze j SIIOW tlrii’tiug a little. 

Tool; exercise to-dag. Water aronud us j driftiiig south fast. 
lVed~zesday, N ’ o v c d w  13.--Light wiud ; suow f‘dliug ; \-cry mild. 

Buildiug a snow-house for a reSi’rVCA-iL rcrg lilrge 0110. 
T]hursday, Novewzber I4.-cloUd~- j light wind. Buildiug :iud oxercis- 

ing. All well. 
Er{day, November 1B.--Spring title ; water all aroaucl the floc. j light 

wind. The last two zliglits lime becu splendid j clear and mooulight. 
Batztrday, iVotieviber l(i.-Calm, but t h i c k  JOG saw tliree seals j-ester- 

day, and a fox-track, but got mthing. We liare uothiiig to feed our dogs 
on j they got at the provisions to-day j we shot five, Ie:~ving four; shot 
some two weeks since. Lining our ~iew hut with cauv:~s. 

Bunday, November 17.--8trong N.W. wiud j suow drifting j very colcl j 
cannot leave the hut. 

No?tday, Noveiizber lS.-EvePything the same as yesterday j cannot 
leave the hut. 

Z’ae@ay, November 1Q.--Oold and clear j stiff breeze from t he  N.E. 
Four hours of twilight yet. We iiiust be going kouth fast. The Esqui- 
lnaux fell in with two bear-tracks aud five seii1-holes ; I wish we could 
kill some of them j p are pretty well starved. Peter fell through tho 
ice with the rake to-day. All well. 

Wednesday, November 2O.-Thic3 is the finest day we have had for some 
time ; very light breeze ; cold ; very clear. 

l’hursday, November 21.-Light wind ; clear. Tho natives caught two 

Peter si&. 
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seals; they shot three, but lost one ~f them in the young ice. We 
moved into our new lioiise today. We shot two clogs-they got a t  otir 
provisions ; we hare two left. 
Priduy, iVove?rzBcr 2%.--Pine ; very light, wind N. Joe caught one 

seal ; aiiotlier good supper we bad. 
Scitt~r~luy, Norember %-Light wind N.E. Hans caught a seal j we 

are living high just iiow. 
Sz~iaduy, November 24.-Light mind N.  XO water to be seen to-day. 
Blondny, Noveabcr %.-Light vind from W.N.W. ; there is no open 

water to be seen. We have s e w  the fox, whose tracks we have observed 
so long. 

Tuesday, November %.-Strong wind W.N.W. j thick and cloudy; can- 
not take exercise. All well. 

IVeed?zesduy, Noventber W.--Xtronp wind W.; snow drifting.; thick 
and cloudy j cannot take exercise. !l!o.morrow is Thanksgiving; we 
must fix up something extra. All well. 

!L'lLursday, November %.--Strong wind ; thick and cloudy. Thanksgiv- 
ing today; we have hac1 a feast-four pint-cans of mock-turtle soup, 
six pint-cans of greeu corn, macle into scouch. Afternoon: three 
ounces of bread and thc last of our chocolate; our day's feast. All well. 

Friduy, November 30.--Light wind, thick, antl cloudy. We cannot 
hunt for waut of light j cannot slioot by moonlight. 

Saturday, Noventber 30.-Oaim; thick aud cold. Saw a seal, but could 
not see to fire; there is rery little light j some clays when it is thick 
there is not any. All well. 

Sunday, December 1.-Calm, but little light. This month out and we 
can hope for the best, as daylight will begiu to come npon us. Fred 
saw tlie bear to day, but being alone dared not go for him. 

dloitday, December 2.-Strong wind j cloudy. No open mater'has been 
seen for several days; cannot catch anything. Lalid has been seen for 
several days ; cannot determine what shore i t  is, E. or W. It has been 
so cloudy that we cannot select R star to go by ; somc think i t  is the E. 
land ; for my part, I thiuk it is the W. Boiled some seal-skin to-day and 
ate it-blubber, hair, and tough skin. The men ate i t  j I could not. 
The hair is too thick, antl we have no means of getting it OB. 

Tuesday, December 3.--Olear and calm. We are nearing the land i 
little. All well. 

Wediaesclny, Dccentber 4.-Light wind, cold and thick. No water to  be 
Been. I am sorry to say Hans has had for several clays a bad diarrhea. 

!L'lmw7ay, December 6.-Light wind ; a little thick ; 150 below zero. 
The fox came too near to-day j Bill Liudemann shot him j skinned and 
cut him up for cooking. Pox in this couutry is all hair and tail. J 

.Friday, Dcceinber G.-Very light wind; cold and clear. Tho poor fox 
was devoured today by seveu of the men, who liked it;  they had a 
mouthful each for their share; I did not think it worth while myself 
to commence with SO small ail allowauce, so I did not try Mr. Pox, 
Last night fine northern lights. Hans better. 

Saturday, December 7.-Light wind from X.W. j nothing to  be men ; 
no water. Mr. M e w  took a lunar observation last night and found our 
latitude to be 74O 4', longitude G7O 53'. Tho ship's winter-quarters were 
latitude 770 3 7 ,  so that y e  have drifted 30 and 31' in less than two 
months. I f  we lieop OD this way we will be off tlie islend of Disco 
in March. The only thing that troubles us is hun. 
ger; that is very severe. We fee1 sometimes as though we could eat each 
other. Very weark, but please God we will weather it all. 

All in good health. 
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IPiinday, December S.-Good twilight for two hours j clear; light wind, 
S.S.W. 

~IIoondccy, Deceiizber 9.--Clear j wind light, W. j 180 below zero. Ice 
grinding. No opeu water to be seen. 

Tuesclay, Ikccniber PO.-Good twiligh t to-day. We must hare drifted 
to the  E, ; 2120 below zero. Light wind N.W. All well. 

Wcdizesdiiy, B e c e l ~ z D ~ .  11.-Light wind ; 260 below zero. We have 
made considerable eastiug. 

Tliursday, Dece71zber 18.-Light wind j 220 below zero. 
Priiday, Decenther 13.-Light wiitd j cloudy; 190 below zero. Hans 

caught a su1a11 white fos in a trap yesterclax. The nights are brilliant, 
cold, and clear. The scene is chartning, if we were only in a positioii 
to  apgreciate it. 

flutzwduy, Dece??zber 14.--Calni, clear, and quiet. No ice moving ; 260 
below zero. All ~ ~ 1 1 .  

fiu?zdny/, Decoizber lS.-Liglit wind  S.W. j cloudy ; 200 below zero. 
llloizr7ay, Deceiiaber lG.--Calm aud cloudy ; 130 below aero. No water 

to bo sc'cii. A11 well. 
l i iesdnjj ,  Dccenzher 17.-Liglit \vind from W. j clondy j 40 below zero. 

Last night *the v i n d  sprang up. The mooii l ookd  siclrlg, and we ex- 
pected a gale. Later on the wiud drol)ped. It cleared up, the moon 
shorte out, :ind it; became :I splentlid night. 

~Tcednc~~day, ~ e c e ? ~ z b e r  18.--Light wiutl j clear. 
~ h ? l r S d l t ~ J ,  Decentber lO.--Colcl j very strong wind W. Snow drifting. 

Cloudg. 
Pridny, Deccniber 20.-Ligh t wind j clondy. Joe found a, crack 3-es- 

terday, aucl three seals. Too dark to  shoot. It is 8 good th ing  to have 
fi'auie uiiclerneath us. ' It woultl be much better to have them ou the 
floe, for st:wving men. Tomorrow mill be our choicest daj-then the 
4un returns. 

A%t~wduy, December 2l.-To.day clear j light mind. The shortest cla,y, 
SO elleer up ! In three weeks we will have daylight. Then we hope to 
cntcll gatne. 

f i m d a y ,  Decewibcr 22.--Cnlm and clear as a bell j the best tmiligbt we 
]lave seen lor a mouth. It must h w e  been clondy, or we are clriftitig 
8. fiist. Our spirits are up, but tlie body weak j 150 below zero. 

ilioizdu?/, I~ece?uber ZS.-Light wind j clcer. Good twilight for two 
hours. All well. 

T21egduy, Dccenzber 24.--131O~iIlg pretty hard. Par t  of last night 
c?ontlg, and D light breeze. Last night, and night before splendid clis- 
piny of northern light j vcrs brilliant. Christinns-eve. We are 1011gitig 
Ibr to-morrow, wheu we sltall hilye quite a feast-half pound ot raw 
ham, which we II~LVO been sat\Ting nearly a month for Christmas. A 
month ago our ham gave out, SO we saved this for the feast. Yesterdax, 
go bclow zero j to-day, 40 above zero. 

Wcdtiesdug, D e w n d ~ ~  %.-This is a day of ,jubilee a t  home, and cer- 
taiiily here for us  j for, besicla the approacliing da8glig1it, wliioh we 
fie1 thanlitul to God for sparing 11s to see, we llad quite' i~ feast to-day. 
O I J ~  oii~icc of bread extra per iiian, which made our soup €or breakfast 
a little thicker than for dinner. We had soup niade iioni a ponud of 
st.al-blood, which we Ilt~d stkveci for ;I inontb; :t two-pound can of 
tiiallsrZge-ineat, the last of the caiiried meat;  a few ounces of seal, which 
m e  saved with the  bloocl, all cut 111) f iue ; last of our cm of :q>pIcs, 
Tvhicl! U'O saved a h  for Ohristalas. The ivholo was boiled to a thick 
soup, which, I think, was the sweetest meat I eyer ate. Half pound of 

All well. 

27 N 
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h i m  and two ounces of bread gave us our Christmas dinner. Theu in 
the evening we had our usual thiu soup. So ended Christmns-day. 
Thursday, December 26.--Last night it blew a gale from the N. We 

were snowed in this morning, the snow drifting so badly. It is blow- 
ing very severely yet. Yeslerdqy, 30 below zero; this morning, 120 
above. All well and pretty happy. 

Eriday, December 27.-The wind moderated last night. Very cloudy 
to-day. 

* Saturday, December 2S.-Very thick and cloudy. Hans shot a sea 1 
to-day, but could not get it. 

Sunday, Decenzber %-Light breeze j cloudy. Joe shot a seal, which 
is a godsentl, as me are prett8y weak. It is breezing up strong. Wo 
have had a good supper j thank God. 

Monday, December 30.-BIowing a gale from N. W. Thick and snow 
drifting; 100 below zero. Evening, the wind has shifted around; i t  
is quite calm. 
* Tuesday, December 31.-Very light breeze from the S. ; cloudy. The 
light is increasing j 230 below zero. 

Wednesday, January 1, lS73.--Cloudy j no water ; 290 below zero. 
Poor dinner for Xew-Year’s Day-moldj bread and short aHowance. 

Tlmrsday, January Z.--Twenty-three degrees below zero j thick j light 
wind j no water. 

Friday, Jamary 3.-Tment8g-three degrees below zero ; very  cloud^ ; 
strong miud; carinot leave tlie hut.  

Saturday, January 4.-!henty-fiive degrees below zero j rrincl the satne j 
cannot leave the lint. 

rSunrZuy, January 6.--Cold and clear j 2G0 below zero; six hours’ good 
light, but no mater. To-day fell in with two bear-tracks, b u t  cannot 
find them. If we could Bill oiie of those fellows it would set us ;ill 
right. 

Monday, Jaizuary C,.-Calm and clear; 250 below zero ; wood finished, 
but it is little for the boat-journey. (?) 

Tuesdu?/, Jmuury 7.--Mr. Meger took an observation last night j lati. 
tnde, 720 7) j longitude, 600 40’ 45“. The news was so good that I 
treated uiysclf to an extra pipe of tobacco a t  12 o’clock last night. The 
tobaoco is getting very short, so that I liave to be very saviiig this 
month, We are obliged to cook our meals with a, lamp--pretty slow 
work Good northern lights last night. 

Wednesday, January 8.-Light wind ; 290 below zero. No water yet. 
Hnns’s little boy has been very poorly for some t ime back. 1 hope he 
will get hetter 80011. 

2’//zwsduy, Jrcieuary 9.-Calm and clear j 350 below zero. All well. 
Friday, January 10.-Light wind, S.E. j clear; good light j cold j 

340 below zero. 
Suturday, Junuary 11.-Light wind, N.E.; 340 below zero. No 

water. 
Sw7ay, January 12.-Wind N.W. j 330 below zero. All well. 
Bolzday, ,7unuar?/ 13.-Light wind j 390 below zero. Too cold to do 

anything. No water, nor are we likely to have any. All well. 
Tuesda?j, Januar?j 14.-Light wind j cloudy ; thick aud cold. Yesterday 

it ranged froni 3‘30 to b d o ~  40°. ‘ 1 1 ~  mercury froze. It was over 4U0 
below zero. To-day it StmdS from 13O t o  160 below zero. This even- 
iug the  wind illcreased and the snow is drifting. 

Wednesday, Junuary 15.-Blowing 8 gale. w o w  drifting verr badly. 
Our dogs (we have two Set) had an encounter with two \)ears. One of 
the dogs got cut when some distance from the floe. 

Light wind j 310 below zero. 
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Tliursday, Junuury 16.-So wind j very thick. The glass rauges 

from 260 to 31° below zero. Hans caught a seal to-day j thank God! 
for we were very weak. Our light would have been finished tomorrow, 
andour cooking also. But God sent this seal to save us j thanks to 13s 
holy name ! It has been so all the time. Just  as we were played out 
something came along. I am afraid I hare a touch of the scurvy. A 
little raw meat vi11 drive it out, I hope. HHIIS’S boy is no better. I hope 
i t  will do him good also. 

Friday, January l‘i.-Strong wind, N.W. j very thick ; snow drift- 
ing; 850 below zero. 

8atUrda?J, J m r u r y  18.--Twenty-nine degrees below zero j strong mind ; 
very cloudy ; snow drifting. 

,Yuitda?y, Ja~zuary  19.-Clear; light wind j 390 below zero. 
has made his appearance today .  I gave hiin three cheers, ho )ing me 
will be able to start a mouth from now. Thauli God for th i s  c I ay ! we 
have long wished to see it. The sun has brought as lucl; iu the way of 
a seal Joe caught. The finest display of nortliei*n lights t h a t  I ever saw 
came off to.uight. They liacl to  go about six iniles to-day to opeu water, 
where tliey saw mauy seals. 

Icfonday, Jaiauary 20.--Light mind N. ; very cloud,y and thick; 340 
below zero. The sun has not inade his appearaiice to-dkLy. Mr. 
Meger took an observation last niglit. We are iu 1:ititudo 700 1‘ N., 
and 42 miles from the E. shore. We liave not see11 tlie E. shore yet, 
I hope to  Bee t h e  island of Disco; the l:wd is very high there, but 1 
am afraid me will drift past, it. We catmot help ourselves, however, 
Wa arc in the hauds of God, and I am thankful. llaiis shot a dovekie 
I hope he will give it to his boy. 

Tuesday, Januury !Z.-LigSht; wiIid; the sun is out j 360 below zero, 
The Esquimnux chased two bears, but could not get uear enough to fire, 

Wedmx7u?y, Junuai-y 22.-Calm and clear ; 400 below zero ; very light 
breeze N.W ; rather cloudy. Joe caught R seal, very smail and tentier; 
caught i t  at a blow-hole. 

Ei.iday, January 24.-Light breeze S.  j very thick j 350 below zero. 
A seal was caught to-dz by Hans in a blow-hob. This will get ot1p 
ptrength up, tllnuk God. 

S a k r d a y ,  Juizuary 25.-Calm, clear, aucl very cold j 400 below zer‘c?, 
I cannot tell how much more below ; the mercury is frozen. Olio dog 
lost j one remaining. 

S q d a y ,  Jauuury 26.-Iiery light wind N.W. ; 400 below zero ; the 
mercury is frozen. Joe caught 8 seal iu a blow-hole to-clay. This will 
get our strongth lip, as we barelY lived 011 the tsconsh. All well. 

N o d a y ,  Januur!J 97. - Cdln j very cold j iuerciirj fsoeen j thick 
tlijs moriiingj clearing up now. The suu is out. Mr. Meyer took iiu 
alritude of the suri to-tlnv, aud a11 observation from a star last nightt. 
He uiakes i t  latitude (iQO 32’. ~ k d h n v i i ,  iu the islaiicl of Disco,, is in 690 
13’ j tliat leaves u s  I ‘J miles N. of our store-house, whicli I a‘m sfwid 
we wI11 never see. God knows where we will fetch up. Nr. Meyer 
thinks we are 42 miles from the E. shore, but 1 am atraicl he does not 
know much about it. 

Tuesday, Jmuary %.-clear, cold, calm ; sun shining; the mercury 
below 460, end fromu in the glass, so that we ciiriiiot tell horn cold it is. 
The northeru lights ax)pear almost nightly ; sometimes very brilliantly. 
All well. 

Wediiesday, January 28.-Calm, cold, thick. The thermometer ranges 
from 3G0 to 40°, :ind the luerciiry is frozeu. X O  water. No land 
in sight. 

The sun ’ 
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Thursday, Junuayy 30,--0alm and clear. Temperttture from 230 to 
350 below zero. 

Priduy, Juituary 31.-Stroug wind last night. The wind is trying 
liard to haul arouud to the S. I expect a gale from there soon. I hope 
so, for it will briug us open water ; aiid I hope for :L rise of tempera- 
ture. It has riseu to-day from 240 to 1'30 below zero. 

Xuturclay, Fcbruary 1.-Blowing a gale, bT. N.W. ; thick; snow drift- 
ing. 

Suizduy, Pebruury 2.-Blowing in squalls ; thick. Yesterday, 240 te! 
190 below aero. !L'o-day it is 190 to 160 1)c~low zero. 

Xonduy, B'cbruary 3.-Light wind S. S.W. ; it has died ont this even- 
ing. Temperature from 260 to 180 below zero. No water. 

Tuesday, Pebruary 4.-A gale from the W. ; very thick snow-drift. I 
seldom see i t  suow here, for when i t  is blowing hard the snow comes 
like flour with the wind. Wliether the snow falls or the wind talws 
it up from the ice I cannot tell, but it  is so fine and thick yon canuot 
see. There is 110 leaving the hut in such weather, as tlie snow i8 always 
either driitiug or falling with tlie blow, no matter from what quarter. 
Then there is no goiug out, as i t  fills tlie ice arid will peiietrato alinost 
anything. The temperature to-day has beeu from 160 to 100 b r 1 0 ~  zero. 
All are well, thauk God, but me. I have a slight touch of the scurvy, 
aud feel very ailiug, but, please God, it will soon 1e:bve me. We liopo 
wlien this blow is over we shall see the laud and have a little open 
water. 

Wediicday, Pebruury 5.-Cztlm aiid clear. A few cracks of water. 
l l a u s  canglit a small s e d  to-day. Joe shot oue, but could not get it. 
Temperature from 260 to 170  below zero. 

l'luursdu?y, lr7L'b~zcary 6.-Stiff breeze last night aud to-day. Snow 
drifting. Temperature, 110 to 50 below zero. This eveiiing blowing a 
gale S.W. 

Priday, Pebruary 7.-Mj- gale of mind, lasted hut a short tiuie. Last 
iright i t  was blowing a g d o  S., aiid we got tlie tail-eutl of it); to-day 
thick, with a stiff breeze from the N. Umis caught a seal and, fired i L t  
a uarwhale. Joe shot ancl killed a big fellow, but we could iiot get him ; 
lie turued belly up and  saiik. He woulcl 11ave beeu food for R month. 
There were a great rn:iny 01' them goiiig N.; it  is their time of year. 
Teruperature froiii 260 to  210 below zero. 
Satu~day, B'ebruwy S.-Witid S.E. A pretty large crack around the 

floe. Shot five uuicorus today, but we coiild riot get them, as they 
got away 1111dcr the ice. Joe B a i t 1  a 
large fleet of them were goiug north. but they could not h i d  water, so 
they came back again. We caiinot fiiicl any seals wlieu they are about. 
Joe says they are iiot afraid of the whale, but it appears to iiie they are, 
for while tlie whales are here they will not mulm their appearance. 
Temperature, 2l0 to No below zero. 

Suizday, February B.-Last night i t  was blowing a smart gale from 
the S.E. Sitow drif'tiug, very thick. Lnte this aftenloon the wind 
veered N., blew light, and cleared up a little. The Esquiiiiaux went oat 
to find water. Tliey fowrd the c~;ick olicii and full of' uiiicoriis, but it 
was too thick to slioot. We  ere coml)letcly suoweci in this inoriiiiig, 
and with diMculty freed ourselves. Temperature, 150 to 100 below 
zero. 

Mondcry, &brucwy lO.-stifl' breM?, N.E. ; thick snow, driftiug, and 
bas been all night. No w t w  ~ o ~ l i l  be we11 tliis iuoimiiig, but  lator the 
crack ol)ened, and Joe caught two seals. €Taus shot a narwhale. I am 
afraid we shall iiot bc lnclry enough to catch one. 1 hope we mayy. Mr. 

I liopc to have soine water after i t  arid to siglit the land. 

Seveu have beeii shot altogether. 
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Meyer has the diarrhea badly. Robert Rruger has also beeu ill with 
it, but he is getting better. The temperatme to-day has been from 140 
to 100 below zero. 

Tuesday, Febrzrary ll.-Very stormy to-day ; thick, and snow drift- 
iug ; caunot go out j increasiug to a gale. Temperature, lboto 70 below 
zero. 

T4"Zuy,  Pebruary 12.-Last night and to-day blowing a gale from 
X.W. ; it is iiow blowing lightlx, and I tliiillr mill cdtu dowu to-night. 
Tenqwatore, 1 4 O  to 11° below zero. All well, thank God. 

Tlwrsday, Fcbriiary l%-BIowitig Yery strongly ; wind W.N.W. Tern- 
perature from 220 to 170 below zero. NO water to-(hy, but youug ice. 
Joe saw plenty of narwhales; they c a m  up and blew like tho seal. 
The ice is so young that it will not bear; if it remaius Joe tllid<s he 
mny catch one in the holes j I hope he umy. Have been repairing our 
house to-dtLg. AI1 well. 

E'riday, FeZhziavy 14.-Very strong wind; thick, and snov driftiiig. 
We are h;wiiig a loiig spell OS bad weather. Hans caught a mal to-day, 
mliich will give 11s another meal. S;LW a fox to-day iiear the huts, but 
Dot near enough to gcAt a sliot at Iiiin. Joe hit three unicorns to-day, 
but I ain afraid our chaiice to get one is sinall; I hope, however, I may 
be disappointed ; 1 G O  below zero. 

Soturdny, Feb?*zrary l6.-Verg storing ; suow driftiug, and as bad R S  
ever. Water around at soine distaiice. Havn been repairing the hut thin 
last week. All well. Teuiperatnre, 150 below zero. Saw some settls and 
mbales, but could not get either. \ 

Saw plenty of 
whales ; wish they would take their departure ; they frigliteii the seals 
a ~ a y ,  which we are iiow so badly iu maut of; OW provisions are getting 
very low. TThe11 you take a glass and look nrounrl, ?oil see the ice i n  tho 
cfistance piled up as high as ship's mast, so that  it schems impossible 
to travel over it-certainly uot with a boat-and no 1;~nci to be seeu yet. 
'000 want water to escape, and, please God, we nili get it when the tiiiic 
comes. All ~ 0 1 1 .  

Mondafy, 1Mwwm~ 17.-Light breeze j very cold ; 200 to 300 below 
zero ; it is that every night, bnt ~ U U S  111) every dayly. Elms caught a seal 
to-day-a very small one. 

Tuesday, l7ebrzuwy lS.-Blowing a gale from m7.N.W. ; snow-drift ; 
cauuot get out ; 240 below zero. 

mTee&wesda?/, lh!mmy 10.-The \velcome crj7 this morning  as (( Land 
ho !'7 to westward, Cape Wa1singh;iin. Now we will bc ont of the n w -  
rows. The straits comriieiice to widea hero so that ne  call travel S. fmt 
if we cannot reach 1;md. Joe callght a small seitl to-day; 330 to 150 
below zero. All well. 

Water around ; o m -  
not see land. Tlie seals are very scarce here. 1 hope me will sooii strike 
better gronnd. We must soon get a good lead of water ruiining in-shore, 
and so escape, or Bill plenty of seals to live 011, else our time in this 
morId will be short. But God's will be done. Sliot some small birds 
yesterday and today, called dovekies. Teuiperatore 110 to 40 below 
zero. 

Priday, Febrzbctry al.-Snom falling last night. Oallm to-day, thick, 
and laud, 1 s b . ~ l d  sag, tea miles nearer than it; was the other day. 
Prom 60 to 90 below zero. 

,Saturday, February 22.--Calm; very thick-bad to see laud. No 
gauia to be seen yet, except, dovekies, and :I very few of them. Bill fell 
through the ice tryiug to  get oue. He had to swiiii for it, but got it outr 

' 

, 

Su.lzdny, Pcbrzin~y 16.-\Vind W.S.W. ; 1 G O  below zero. 

l ' l~ursday, Fcblnary 20.-Calm and very thick. 
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all right. We are preparing for a start in-shore. We mill be ready 
60011, 1 hope I think 
the laud is dist8aut thirty miles. Temperature, 50 to 840 above zero. It 
is getting windy to-night. I thiuli it is blowing a gale from the S.E., 
which makes it so warm. All well. 

Sunday, Pebruary 23.--Very thick ; blowing strongly from the N.W. 
Bill fell through the ice, and \vas some time in the water. The temper- 
ature was above zero ; so he did not. freeze. 

Monday, February 24.-Very light miud j thick ; below zero. Can see 
the land, but cannot start. Such x qnautity of light suo\\’ has fdlen, nud 
you sink into it so, that  i t  m!ould be iirtpossible to get the boat through 
it. Laud is twenty miles off, I should sjay, arid we appea; to be leaving 
it. My advice is to start fdr it--making a sleigh out of R O I I I ~  spare sliins, 
loading i t  with provisions and clothing, and the liyalc to ferry u s  across 
the cracks; also, ammunition for hunting purposes when we get 011 shore. 
By that means we could leave tllc boat and. tri~vel light, for it is illy 
opinion that me will never get the boat over the ice any distance. We 
6eern to have left the sealing-ground. We C ~ L I I ~ O ~  cittcli an~-thitig to 
speak of, aud we have only three weeks’ provisions left. Captain T p o u  
and some of the nien are afraid to venture iu-shore, aud unwilling to  
leave the boat; so we have made up our ininds to stay, cotiie clown in 
our provisions, and trust in God, hoping we niay drift on a better seal- 
ilig-ground, and thus live through it. I aslrecl the Esquiutaux’s opiuion 
about it-what they would do if they liacl not us to  intluc~i~ce them. 
They told me t h j -  would start for 1;1nd directly they saw it. Thoy do 
not like to speak their miuds opeuly for fear something might happen- 
meauiug they wonld be blmed for i t ;  so they are silent, follovviiig ouly 
the advice and opinioiio ofothers. Joe is very tnuclt to be praised, also 
his wife Hanuah. We lllily thnuk thew nud God for our lives aud the 
good health w e  are in. We could never have gotten tlirough this fitr 
without them. If we ever gct out of this difficnlt~, they GLII  riewr be 
paid too much. Joe caught a veqy small sed, which uialies the eighth 
this month. Northern lights very bril1i:bnt to-uiglit. All well. 

I’iwdny, 2cbruary 25.--Oslin arid clear. Laud in sight, but uot so 
near, I think, as yesterdiiy. L hope we may 
strike a better sealing-ground soon, for in that lies our salvation. blg 
trust is in God. Temperature SO below zero and 100 tibove. A little 
snow falling. No open water. Some seal-holes are seen. 

Wednesday, J’ebruary !%.-Very light breeze N. Twenty-four degrees 
below zero, but risiug slowly as the sun comes out. A crack of water 
to the E. Lsiid to be seen. We are coiiiiiig down on our provisions 
one-half; that  is as low R S  we can come, and Beep life, and will be a fern 
ouitces a day. 

!!’I~ursda?l, Pdwuary 27.-Strong wind N.W. Laud in sight. A little 
cloudy. Tempereture 253 below zero, 

p d a y ,  Pcbrzcary BS.--Wiucl. the same. Follomed up x bear-track, but 
a t  a crack lost it, There he broke through the young ice iind swain ;icross. 
,Shot a meal of dovekies to-clay, which we will have for brenlifast to-mor- 
row moruiug, please God. We have been saviug them for :L few diiys, 
so that we have n e d y  enough for a second meal. We are allowed two 
dovekies per inan. Coiled wi th  a pot of soup, it will save our provisions 
a little. Bill fell through the Youug ice, arid had x wiin for it, a fern 
days ago. Thq ternperature n’w above zero, so he did not get frozen, 
but he canuot get his clothes dry. T\\-euty.eight to twenty-three degrees 
below zero. Sam some seals to day, but could not gut tleui. 

khtzcrduy, illarch l.--Very little wind, N.W. No water to be seen yet; 

We may get a chauce then, aud riot clrift off. 

We are drifting S. fast. 
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may open during the day. Thirty-four to twentx-five degrees below zero. 
We are drifting S. fast; can just see the ruountiius in the N.W. Some- 
tinies Peter favors US with a sailor's yaru when we lie down at night; 
that is, when we have had a meal of seal-meat. All other nights we art) 
quiet enough. Caught sixtyfive dovekies to-da,y ; good luck. It takes 
thirty-three for a meal. Joe fired, and hit some nnicorus, but ball, it 
seems, will not kill them. All well. 

Swaduy, March %-Light wind, N.E. j 310 to 230 below zero. Splen- 
did displny of northern lights these last two nights. To-day God has 
sent us  food in abundance. Joe shot an oogjook, one of the largest 
kind j plenty of meat and oil ; and fort;y-two dovekies. It took all hands 
to drag him home. ThiIt was a good Sunday's work ; draqging the fine 
fellow to thehut, and thankiug God for His mercies. Begins to breeze 
up, and the snow drifts pret'ty lively. All me11 and happy. 

illonday, March 3.- Thick j snow drifting, and stroug wind from 
the N.E. Weather not fit for the natives to go out. We can aiYord to 
have one or two day$ rest without fear of starving. Teuiperature, 250 
to 810 below zero. 

Tuesday, 31arch 4.--Calm, clear, and cold j 310 to 60 below zero. The 
'sun gets on the glass in the d:q-time and malres it run up BO high. 
Caught four dovekies. Very little water j only a small crack. 

Wednesday, March 5.-Blowing a gale from the N.W. Snow drifting; 
cannot get out. Joe went out in the last blow j it seenis to me he can- 
not stay in ; he is a first-rate fellow ; we would have been dead ineu 
long sirice had it not been for him ; 300 to 1SO below zero. All well. 

Thursday, March 6.-Tlie gale as fresh as pver j mowed in yet j very 
cold. Every man complaining of headache from the oogjook liver. I arp 
w r y  sick with violent headache; 240 below zero. 

Priday, March 7.-The gale abated this morning. Stiff breeze yet, 
aud  now drifting. Immense icebergs a11 around the floe. There  as 
a fearful iioise all last night, which kept us awake. The floe wascraclr- 
iijg, splitting, and workiug in tliu most fearful manuer, just like a park 
of artillery and musketry. I expected to see it split into a thousand 
pieces every moment. I feel very bad yet iu my head and stomach 
Tlle liver of bear aud o~gjooli ,  they say, is very d;uigerous to eat. But 
\\.hat is a hungry iuaii to do ? We have eaten the sea,ls-liair, skin, and 
everytliing about them-and are glad to get them ; 120 below zero. 
Joe caught two dovekies. Weather gettiug bad. 

Saturday, March 8.-Cslm and clear; 300 to 190 below zero. No 
watcr, nor anything to be seen. All well. 

Sunc7ay/, &!arch 9.-Colm j thick ; very little waster, some distance off. 
SplenclidGdisplay of nortlteru lights last, night; 240 to  13.0 below zero. 
Strong breeze springing up from N.W. Joe caught a very small seal ; 
the smallest yet. There i s a  great difference betdeen the seal shot last 
Sunday and this j the one to-dag a handful ; that of last Suuday some 
Iiuuclreds of pounds. I feel very bad from the liver yet; the slrh ie 
peeling from ins face. 

Monday, illarch 10.-Blowing a gale from tbe N. Snow drifttag, 
C;innot tell B. or W., for it is so thiulr: \VO cannot see ten paces. ahead. 
It10 to 50 below zero. 

Tueduy, Blarclh ll.--Blowiiig R, stroug gale Set. All li.snds were up 
last night and dressed, ready for a jump, for the ice was slilitting, 
cracking, aud making a fearful noise :tll night. 1'o.dag has beer1 2% fern- 
fix1 dar-cannot see, for snow-drift;. We know the floe is brolmu into 
sindl pieces. We are afbnt-jumping and kicking about. Tbh is not 
very pleasant. My hope is in God. 60. above zero. 
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Wednesdcry, iMnrclL U.-Lnst night mas a fearful night of suspense- 
ice credriiig auil breaking ; t h e  gxle roaring, and the water swaehiug. 
Rut wliere? We know it is around us, but cmnot see auythitig. Since 
one  clock this moruing the wind lias been going dowu, thauli God, aiitl 
now 1 call see arotiud. A nice picture! Ererything brokeu u p  into 
small pieces ; the best piece \ve are 011. T h e  liouses are nearly covered. 
Afternoon : It has calnied down to :L fiue day, with a light breeze. Joe 
caught two seals, and Runs caught one. Oaptaiu T~soi i  also cilught one. 
Joe caught three dorlries, antl the cook two-showing how good God is to 
us. 

Tltursday, illurch 13.-Verg strong wind j almost a gale, N.N.W. 
Cloudy. No snow-drift. Cannot hunt to-clay ; we dare not leave the 
piece of ice the huts are ou Temperature, a round zero. Mr. Mejer 
got nu altitude yesterday j .latitude 640 52' N. All well. 

P~idag ,  M ~ c h  14.-Wind blowing strongly all night. Nortliern lights 
very fiue. Joe 
shot aiiother nktshulr, riot quite so large us the last. She lias a gourtg 
one inside, hardly as big HS a seal. Xon~, th;uik God, me C:LU feed up, 
for I do not think me mill hunger a r i ~  more. Tlie ice lias brolren u p  a i i ( l  
good meatlier is near. Joe caught two more se:ils. Mr. Me,ycr took 
t h e  sun to-day; latitude 640 19' N. TemperiLture, SO below to 100 
above zero. 

Sutwda?j, illarch , I5.-Wiucl W.N.W., very strong. Clear. 50 be- 
low to 100 above zero. Yesterday mint1 E.S.E. All well. 

Sunday, illarch 16.--Light wind N.  Clear. Two seals were seen, but 
could .not! get anytliiiig. Fired five shots at :i uiiioorn. I thiuk wc 
wounded hiid, but he got away. (io b e l o ~  to 20 ;~bove zero. All nwll. 

.Monday, ilfarclt, l7.--8aw it bear this ~norning, a i i d  gam chase, before 
6 07c10ck. After :I very excitiiig Y U U  of over two hours, he got over :t 
large space of water, arid we had to  give I t i i i i  up. Saw :t whale ai id 
tlirec seals, but got iiothiiig. Mr, Myer took au altitude; liltitudc 
630 43' N. Thick and hazy j a little snow falling. Wind  this morniug 
N.E. ; this evening S.E. Temperature, 50 below to 160 above zero. 

Tttesduy, Blarcl~ lS.-Splendicl display of iiortheru liglits last night ; 
120 below zero j stroiig breeze W.N.W. I'leuty of whales ; iiothiug else 
to be seen. All well. 

Wednesday, ~Mcirclt, 10.-Strong wind N.W. j nothing to be seen yet in 
the shape of game. I think me must be dr i f iug  o b  the grounds agaiu j 
1 hope we mill so011 get on another; 170 belorn to tic above zero; ice 
grinding very muoh j 1 think we must be drif'tiiig S. very fast. 

Thursday, Narch 20.-1310nring; strong wintl N.N.W. ; cannot leave 
the  hits; tliis makes the third (lay of coriliriement ; 140 to 40 below 
zero. Northern lights can be secu every night, or iiearly so; they are so 
com~uon,  I do not think T will nientioii them again. 

Friday, ilfurch 21.-Wind light, N. j saw a large bear-track ; followed 
it, but could not come up with liiin. Water two miles 08'; carried the 
1r.yalr there. Halls ~ g h t  one seal yesterday antl one to-day; Joo 
caught two seals t0-d:t.y j I O 0  to SO below zero. Joe caught four more 
seals, maicing six to (lay. 

Satttrday, Mccrch 22.--81hudid day ; very light mind W.N.W. The 
first clay of spring ; tli:utk God we have lived to see it. Tlie sui1 sbiiies 
very powerfully-at least, I think SO. 100 to 12 below zero. Joe caught 

ISlzhnduy, iMurch 23.-Xr. Mcyor took an observation yesterday j Inti- 
tude 020 5.8' N. Oannoti 1e:ive the huts to-day. 
It is daiiyerous to go far. 50 below, i o  above zero. 

From G" to 100 below zero. 

This mor~iing t h e  suu  is shinjog wry clear ant1 bright. 

Tile last day of winter. 

t w o  S ~ S  to day. 

\'cry stroug wind  N. 
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Nondny, March 84.-Wind light, N. Joe caught a seal. 40 below to 

GO above zero. All well. 
Tuesday, illarcli 3S.-Wind light, N. Water three miles off and very 

little of it. Joe caught a seal and Hans o w ,  also. Mr. Meyer took a n  
observation j latitiicle Glo 50’ N.; going south fast. Breezing up. GO 
below to ‘io above zero. Spring-tide on Saturday, 20th j expect to go 
8. fast theu. 

V~ediiesclmy, March 26-Lively breeze N.W.; water three uiiles off. Joe 
cauglit four seals today and Bans one-the first of tlle kind j tlieg call 
theni bladder-nose ; they are buggers to  fight. I do not l m n v  ho\v.fiw S. 
we shall  have them ; me have just. struck their ground. They are spleudicl 
seal-iuucli larger than the others. It is very dangcwous going out NO 
far ; the ice is so \veal<, and then it is so near spring-tide. It is very deri- 
gerous, but me must risk sometliing for a living. Tliank God we can 
get so much for the risk. All well. 40 below, 90 above zero. 

Thursduy, ilfcircli 27.--Niee breeze N.W.; zero and 200 above. Well t 
out to-day to  the old place, but was forced to come back. Esqiiimans 
;ind all prebty livelj-. It is so dangerous we \vi11 hare to wait ulltil after 
springtide ; me can afford it, hariiig 0 1 7 ~  one week’s ~~ro’i’i~ions in store. 
Fred. got a very bad cut to-clay in the thigh; it was an accitleut, arid 
vcry deep, but in a good fleshy part. A very agreeable surprise to- 
night, mbile at supper. A bear cauie to the hut. Of course, he died ; 
me buried him in the snow uutil morning. 

Cloudy aad snowing. 
Cleared u p  at iioon for R short time, but got ver j  t,hicli again. Zwo 
and 100 above. Skinned arid out up the bear j lie is a, fino young OM, wiy 
teuder arid fat, weighing, I shonltl say, 700 or SO0 pounds. WTe :IN+ 
m:llring so1110 sausages from him, which aro very good, I tliinlr. I think 
it is the sweetest and teuderest meat I ever ate. The fat cuts like gels- 
tine. 
* Lyatt~~duy,  Murc7i 89.--Has been blowing very la rd  siiico last uight, anti 
js tloiilg so yet. Surrounded with large bergs; the ice 
\)rol;eii up j water all around. Never SAW NO nimy icebergs; we are coiil- 
pletely lleilimed iu by tbem. Do riot 1m0w what distance we are from 
land. Nothing to be; seen but the old sight-icebergs, floes, and matw.  
Win(1 w.N.W. ; 10 below, 90 abovo zero. Breeze fresheuiug iuto a gale. 
All vell. 

S ~ n d a y ,  ;~ furc l~  3O.-I31oming 5 gale from W.;?;.W. ; i t  loolrs fearfnl. 
rJast ‘Ilight the sight was dreadful. I went ont, ancl there, within 10 or 
18 y;~rcls of the door of our hut, was  a very large and ugly-looking ice- 
berg grinding agaiust US. Our little floe gets smaller in open water. 
~ o - r ~ a y  we had the pleasure of lauiiching the boat. We saw 011 a piew 
QS ice a large seal ; we fired and thought we hit hiin. When we hwtl 
pullecl there with tile boat, we foulld a large bladder-nose arid her imp. 
Slie sliomed fight, but was soon liilleil, and, with her pup, towed to our 
floe. The buck was shot, but got ilndcr the youiig ice. Whet1 opeiietl, 
W‘C~ fouutl considerable inilk iu her j so me can 11ave souie good soup to- 
iiight, using tho milk and two quarts of blood. We ~~iacle some good 
s;iaaagPs from the bear. This bear was more tender thaa the o ~ e  we 
caugllt iu Polaris Bay. Go to 80 abore zero. Haiis shot another calf. 

illonday, % W C h  31.-Strong willd W.N.W. Thicli. LooI~3 like clcar- 
irig up. Mr. 
Meyer got au observatiou-590 411 N. That makes 23 lni~es per dag 
that  we have clriitecl tile last fiVe d:~,ys, besides r l i i i t  eddying we h ~ v o  
made, with this W. wind. These seeis have all been caught 011 the ice 
which drifted by us. Our piece of ice gets muoh suialler. Open water. 

Friduy, March 2S.-Wiad very strong K.W. 

Very cl~utly.  

A seal and two calves killed by Joe; oue calf by Bans. 
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Sometimes me get separated from the ice, and i t  looks like the ocean 
which we have on one side of us j the E. side. We are nearly off Cape 
Farewell. Last night, ran a very heavy sea; not a bit of ice to  be seen 
:is fhr as the ej e could reach. To day closed around a little, but plenty 
of’ water. Dare not venture in our open boat; we must watch and 
wait and trust in God. 70 to 120 above zero. Caught three uore calves 
and one more seal. Heavy weather setting in;  the floe wearing away 
rapidly. I must ho$e for the best. All well. 

Tuesday, April 1.-Wind N.W. A fearful night, last night. Cannot 
stax 011 our floe; must leave it a t  once. Got under way a t  8 a. m. ; the 
boat taking in water. Loaded too deep. Threw overboard 100 pounds 
of meat; must throw away all oqr clothes. Cannot carry aiiythiug but 
tlie tent and a few skius to cover us with, a little meat, and our bread 
and pemmican. Made 10 to  15 miles S., arid 3 or 4 niiles W., from S a. 
ni. to 12 noon. We landed to lighten oiir boat; pitched our tent, and 
iutencl stopping all night. Caught a young seal as soon as we got on 
the ice. Wlreu we left this nioruing, 120 above zero. This afternoon 
spent in making from canvas washboards for the boat, to keep her dry. 
Caught two more seals. This piece of ice is not very safe j it is crack- 
ing. All well. Splendid weather this afternoon. 

Wednesday, April 2.-Lovely last night. The floe lost several pieces. 
I could not sleep for two reasons: the ice breaking up, and too cold. 
Had to keep in motion to keep warm. Started 6t 5 a. m. ; the weather 
veiy fine and calm. Worlred the oars for two hours, then tl breeze 
,q)ruiig up and increased until it blew almost a gale. We made several 
narrow escapes with our boat before we could find a piece of ice safe 
euough to land on, and when me did she was making water fast,. When 
emptied, we found a hole in her side, mliich me are repairing this after- 
noon. Weather still very bad. We aro in a very bad fix. Caught a 
sral. All well. 

Thursday, April 3.-Repaired our boat, and started a t  8.45 a. m. ; 
wind ahead j yesterday S.W. j to-day calm. Palled three IIOUYS, when a 
breeze sprang up from N.N. W. We kept under may until 2.30 p. m., 
when we had to haul up  on a piece .of a floe. We were beset by the 
ice and could riot get through j so we encamped for the night. The wind 
is iiow fair for us, N.N.E., but we cannot get through the ice. I hope 
for better luck to-morrow. We take seal when we want them, old or 
young, so that it is not necessary to croak any more uubil they get more 
scarce. 

-Friday, April 4.-Wind N.E. j favorable for us, but I a m  sorry to  say 
we cannot start. The ice surrounds us ; the ice opened a t  8.30, and m-8 
got under way a t  5.45 a. m. After two hours’ good run we are beset in 
the ice again, and have to stop for the present, hoping it will open to- 
morrow. Mr. M p r  took au observation ; latitude BGO 47’ N. The wind 
ir3 springing up j I :Lm afraid we shall have bad weather. 

Satwrdny, April L-Blowing a gale from the N.E., and 8 fearful sea 
running. Two pieces broke from the floe. We are on oue close to the . tent. A t  5 a. ~ n .  removed our thiugs to the center. Another pied 
broke o@, carrying Joe’s but with i t ;  luckily i t  gavo aomo \varning, so 
that they hail time to throw out some things before it parted. A dread- 
ful day; ci~nnot do angthiug to lielp ourselves. If‘ the ice break up 
much more we must  break Ul) wit11 i t ;  set B watch all night. 

Sunday, April &--Wind chariffed to N.W. j blo~i i ig  a very severe gale. 
Still on the same ice ; cannot get off’. At the mercy of the elements. 
Joe lost another lint to-day. The ice, with a roar, split across the floe, 
cuttiug Joe’s hut right in two. We hare but a small piece left. Cau- 
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not lie down to-night. Put  a few things in the boat, and now standing 
by for a jump j such is the night. 

illonday, April ' ? . W i n d  W.N.W. ; still blowing a gale, with afeasful 
spa running. The ice split right acrosp our tea4 this morning at G a. m. 
While getting a few ounces of bread and pemmican, we lost our break- 
filst in scrambling out of our tent, and nearly lost our boat,, which would 
have beeu worse than losing ourselres. We could not catch any seal 
after the storm set i n  ; so we are obliged to starve for a while, hopimg in 
God it will not be for a long time. The worst of it is, we hare no blubber 
for the lamp, and cannot cook, or melt auy water. Everything looks 
vesy gloomy. Set a watch j half the men are lying down, the others 
walking amide the tent. 

Tuesday, April 8.-Last night, a t  12 o'clock, the ice broke again, 
right between the tent and the boat, which were close together, BO close 
that a man could not walk between them. There the ice @it, separat- 
ing the boat and tent, carrying away boat, lryak, and Mr. Meyer. 
There we stood, helpless, looking a t  each other. It was blowing and 
snowing very cold, and a fearful sea running. The ice was breakiiig, 
lapping, and crushing. The sight was grand, but  dreadful to us in our 
position. Mr. Meyer cast the lcyalr adrift, but i t  went to leeward of us. 
He can do notliing with the boat alone, so they are lost to u s  uuless 
God returns them. The natives went off on a piece of ice with their 
paddles and ice-spears. The work looks daugerons j we may uever see 
them again. But we are lost without the boat, so that t h q  are as well 
08. After a n  hour's struggle we can make out, wi th  what little light 
there is, that they have reached the boat, about half a mile off. There 
they appear to be helpless-the ice closing in all arouud-and we  can 
do nothing until daylight. Daylight a t  last-3 a. m. There we see 
them with the boat; they can do nothiug with her. Tho kyak is the 
Same distnnce in another direction. We must venture 0%; may as ~vell 
be crushed by the ice and drowiied as to remain here without the boat. 
off we venture, all but two, who dare not make the attempt. We jump 
or step from one piece to  mother, as the swell heaves it and the ice 
comes close together-one piece being high, t h e  other low, so that) you 
watch your chxiice to jump. All who veiitured reached the boat i n  
safety, thank God, aud after a long struggle we got her safe to  camp 
again. Mr. Meyer 
and Fred. Jamkins fell into the water. Luckily, we had tlmo or three 
dry 'shirts left, so that they could change. Most every inan is more or 
less wet. Have tdcen our tent down and pitched it ou the middle of 
our little piece of ice, with our boat alongside. Joe has built another 
hut alongside the tent. We have made our breakfast on a few ouucee 
Jof pemmican and bread. Have set a watch, and the remainder of us 
hare laid down to  get some sleep, which we are in need of. Wind W. 
N.W. Still blowing a pale. I think there is a northeaster outside, by 
the may the pass has closed. 

Wedlzesday, April 9.-Things were quiet last night. Wind N.W. 
Blowing a N.E. gale outside. The suii has shown hiinself for a few 
minutes. Mr. Meyer shot him ; latitude 550 51' N. Tho sea ruus rery 
high, threateniup to wash us 08 every miuute. We are iu the hands of 
God ; may He preserve 118. Tho ice is inuch slnclcer, arid the water is 
coming nearer. God knows how the night 
will end. Evening.-Washed out, of our tent; Hannah from her snoa- 
hut. Have gotten everythiag in the boat reedy for a start ;  she can 
nuver live in such 5 sea. The sun has sot rery good. Land in sight. 
It has cheered us up. The women and ohildren are in the boat. We 

Then we ventured for the kyak, and got it also. 

Thiugs look very bad. 
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lmve not a dry place to mnlk about, nor a piece of fresh-ma'ter ice to 
cat. The sea has swept over all. The ice is closiug in fast j the wiud 
and sea going down. Midnight, 12 olcloclr.-Ttiiugs look so quiet, 
aud the ice so closed around, tli:it8 we have pitched our tent, intending 
to have a sleep, for we are worn out. 

l'l~ursday, April lO.-L:tst night, quiet. Calm and cloudy j no sun has 
shown itseli; very warm. The ice close around. We are prisoners yet. 

Friday, ,4pril ll.--C;tlin j cloi~dy. We 
saw a fox, soiiie crows, aiid small land birds. Mr. Meyer had his fin- 
gers aud toes frozen tlic other morning. The ice is still close around tis ; 
nothing but ice to be seen. We liave two large bergs nearly on top ot 
us. Not a moveiiieiit i n  the ice, so cahn ancl still. 

flatzwdmj, April 12.-Light wiud, S.E. j nearly caluz j at times a little 
smell. Saw soine seals, but could 
not, get them.  Very hungry, and likely to  be so. The sun shines for 
the first tiine in a gdod rnaiiy days; very fine. Mr. Meyer took an ob- 
servation ; latitude 550 3 7  N. 

The ice opened last night, but; 
closed again this moruing j i t  reinained open but a! few hours. It hns 
slackened :L little to-day, but we cannot do anythiug in it. Last night, 
splendid nortlierri lights. Mr. Meyer took a11 observation j 530 23' N. 
S a w  some seals to-clay, but the ice is neither open nor close, so me can- 
not clo anything. We remaiu prisoners ou this piece. 

illondcry, April 14.-wind light, N. The pack still closed j 110 chance 
of Ieaviug liere yet. See oue or two seals e\7ery day, but cannot get 
them, :is the ice will not allom up to go through or ovor it. Weather 
very fiiie j sea calm, or, 1 shoultl say, tlie ice, as there is no mater. Lat- 
itude 550 13' N. Our small piece of ice is nwriug away rery fast j our 
little pr~ovisions arc nearly fiuished. Thiilgs loolc very d:wk ; starwtiou 
very rioar. All well. 

The ice the 
same ; no change. Cold last uight j snow fell very thick j thought me 
w ~ u l d  have a cliauge in  the weather. The sun shines as briglit as ever. 
Splendid weatlier for rnalriug a passa,ge, but we cannotf start. Latitude 
540 5s'. Mr. Meyer loolrs very bad. Hunger seems to have more eEeat 
011 Iiim than on the rest of us j he gets weak-looking. 

The ice 
still the same; no swell on. My head and face halve been swollen to 
to twice their usual size. I do riot know the cause of it, uuless i t  is the 
ice head-pillow i w d  the sun. m7e keep an I1our7s watch at  night. Some 
one has  been at the pernniican ou their watch, and I can put my hand 
011 the rn:iu. He did the same thing duritig the winter, and on the 
night of tlie 7th I caught him in the act. We have but few days' provi- 
sious left. We c m e  down on them this morning; rather meakeuiiig 
work, but i t  must be done to save life as long we e m ,  which canuot bu 
niucli longer, unless something good comes along, which 1 hope may 
soon happen. Tho ol~lg thing that troubles ine is $lie thought of' canni- 
balism. It is a f'emfhl tllought, but may as well be looked boldly in the 
face as otherwise. If Such thiiigs are to happen we must submit. May 
God save us ! 

The ice the 
same-no opeilirig yet. 1~atitudc B4O 27' N, We shot tlie (logs last 
winter for ste:iling the provisions. If I had my way, with the consent 
of all hands, I n.ould call out :Lnd Shoot down that two-legged dog, mho 
has since been t i t  tliem. I sec west of the men have their faces swollen, 
but not so badly as mine. All well, but growing very weak. 

We caiinot be far €rom shore. 

We are still prisouers, the ice close. 

 sund day, April 13.--Iight wind, S.W. 

All well. 

My tsust  is in God j He mill bi-iug us through. 
TuesdmJ, Ap~i l  15.--Nearly calm j very light wiud, X. 

TVednesda?y, April lG.--Wind increasing :I little from N.N.W. 

Tlwrsday, April l'?.-Li@t breeze from the W. S.W. 
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Friday, April lS.-Tery light breeze from the N. Ten o’clock. Joe 

saw a m a l l  hole of water half a mile off. 1% took his gun and ven- 
tured over the loose ice. No sooner had lie gotten there than he shot a, 
seal, and sung oat for the Bgak, as the mater inade rapicll?. It took an 
hour to get the kyak there and another to get back It is a nice-size seal, 
and will give 11s three meals raw, and save us  from starvation soine daxs. 
The water is makiiig quite a lead. A joyful sight met our view this 
moruiug when we t ~ ~ r n e d  OUt-the lend in sight, bearing S.W. We 
could see it 17ery plainly this morning, but the weather has become so 
thick that we have lost sight of it for the present. We returned thanks 
to ~ o d  for His inercx sild goodlless to us; for me have orilg a, few ponutls 
of bread left aiid sufticient pemmicau for to-night. The lead closed up 
again, but the push seem to have slackened. We had visitors to-ciay- 
a crow, two small birds, aud a school of cauvas-back ducks, about! a 
btindrecl and fiftjy iu  number. I wish wc could have gotten B couple of 
s l~ots  at them, aud li~iocli~tl d o ~ i  a meal or two. But they kept a mile 
91’ two off’, so that we had to c o u t e ~ ~ t  ourselves with looking at them. 
We divided the seal very nicely, losiiig uotliiiig but the gall. We di- 
vided i t  iuto sixteeii parts. One iiiaii then turiietl his back, and ciilled 
out the  names, ewli I J I ~  stepping up and taking his slinre of meat, 
blubber, and skin. Tlic inside-heart, kidneys, liver, lights, and 
stomncli-were divided between t l ic Esquiniaux niid us. We tbcu gave 
so~ne blubb’er and rags, each, so that we gota fire uridcr way, and cooked 
some good soup froui what at other times I would call oKd. Cut up 
fiiie in a quart of R O U ~ ,  with R little blood, the niess was liighl? relished. 
We then turzied iu  foi. the night, thanltiiig God for His protection and 
goodness, to clrearii of friends and heppy da,ys to coum 

~cttzcrduy, April 10.-Light breeze from tlie N.W., with a very geritle 
swell 011. Tho ice is getting much slaclier. No I i l l l d  to bo seen. Weather 
thick. No appearance of the sun to-day. Evening, threatening. Breez- 
ing up froin the N.W. Tho swell 
increases. 

Sundu?~, AiiriZ 2O.--BIowi11g a gale somewhere. The wiud here from 
the N.W. Blowing a gale in the N.E. The smell coiues fro111 tliere, 
aucl is 17ery heavx, The first, marniug we Iiad-thc? iiiaii 011 witol i  saijg 
ant the inoiiieiit--a sea struck US, and, washing over us, carried away 
everyt)hing that was loose. This happened at 9 Q ’ C ~ O C ~  last night. We 
sllil,ped se:~ after sea, five and ten minutes after each otlicr, carryiiig 
a w q  ‘e\reryt11iiig we Iiad, 0111’ tent, sliiiis, and most of our bed-clothing, 
le>$\7111g US destitute, with O I I ~ Y  the few things we could get into the 
boat. There we stood from 9 in the eVetliiig uiitil 7 uest nioriiiiig, en- 
during, I should say, what  all 11ewr stood before. Tlio iem things ve 
saved, and the childrwi, mere 1)l:Iced in t h e  boat. The sea broke 017er 
us during that night a1id ~norlliug. EVWY fiftecii or twenty iniiintes a, 
sea, would conic, lift tlie boat and 118 with it,, carry us aloiig the ice, and 
lose its strength near the edge, and soinetimes on it. T~ieii i t  would 
t s~ ie  us  the noxt fifteen minutes t o  get back to a safe phce, ready for 
the next roller. So wc stood that Ioiig hour, not 2% word spoken bnt the 
commaiids to ‘ 4  IIold on, 1ny hearties, bear down 011 her, put on a11 jour  
weight;” and so we did, bearing down atid ~iolciinn oil like grill death. 
cold, hungry, wet, syt little prospect a~wad. ACT 07ciock there came 
close to us G small piece of ice, which rode d ~ y ,  and we determilrod to 
launch the boat and reach it, or perish. The cook WelJt 0\~110ard, but 
wits saved. Lendcd there in safety, thnnk God. All well. Tired and 
SI eep y. 

&Zoiaday, June 2l.-Last night and yesterday all lisnds met. Nothing 

It must  be blowing from the B.E. 



440 REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY* 

dry to put on to-day. There is little to dry, but me have stripped off 
everything we can spare, aud are drying them. The men are divided 
into * two watches. sleeping in the boat and doing the best we can. 
Hunger disturbs us most. Nice breeze from the N.E. The ice arouiitl 
very pressing and thick. We cauriot get the boat through: and must 
reiuain ior a change. The sun h:is showu himself only suficiently to 
get an observation ; latitude 530 R i '  N. 

Tuesday, April 22.--Weether very bad. Last night commenced with 
snow-squalls and sleet, and finished with rain. ltained all th0 night, 
and until 12 o'clock to-day. Still remains very thick. The ice in pash 
inclosed around us. Itt appears to  me we are the sport and jest of the 
elements. The other night they played with us :tud our boat a8 though 
me were shuttlecocks. Men would never believe, nor could pen de- 
scribe the scenes which we have passed through, and yet live. Here 
we are, half drownctl, cold, a i d  with no mean8 of shelter. 3F;verything 
wet and no sun  to  diy then]. The sceue looks bad; nothing to eat. 
Everything finished if some relief does iiot come along. I do not know 
what will become of us. Fearful thoughts enter my head a8 to tho 
future. Mr. Myer is starring; he ci~niiot last long in this state. Joe 
has been o@ on the ice three times to-cl:iy, the little way he can get, but 
has not seeu anything. , Chewed on a piece of skin this morriing thxt 
was tanned and saved for clothing ; rather a tough and tasteless break- 
fast. Joe ventured off ou the ice the fourth time, and after looking a 
good while from a piece of iceberg, smv a bear coming slowly toward 
us. He ran back as fast as possible for his gun. All of us laid clomu ar~ l  
~zmaiined perfectly still, Joc! and Hans goiug out soue distance to meet 
the bear. Gettiug beliind a hummock, they waited for him. Along 
came Bruin, tliiukirig lie was coming to a meal instead of fiirnisliiug one 
himself. Clack, bitng went two rifles, and down went Bruin to save ;I 
starving lot of men. The Lord be praised ; this is His heavenly work I 
We cannot catch seal for the pash-ice, arid me are on a bad sealing- 
ground. %e therefore sends a bear aloiig where bears are seldom seen, 
and we certainly never expected to tiud one. The poor bear was 
hungry himself; there was nothing in his stomach. Joe, poor fellow, 
looked very much down OII our account. Everythiug looks bright 
again but the atmosphere ; it looks threatening. 

Wednesday, April 23.-Wintl E.N.E., and later in the day N.N.E., 
where Z hope it  ill remain. The weather still disagreeable; full of 
rain-squalls and cloudy. Living nearly on raw bear-meat. Evergtliiiig 
met, but brighter days coniirig soon. It canuot last much longer. Here 
me are surrouuded with the miserable pash-ice, arid cannot get free. 
AI1 well. 

TlrLirsdu~~J, April 24.-TTii11d N.N.E. ; sometimes hauls around to the N. 
Rbiniug 311 night and to-day. Everything wet for some days past ilud 
110 ch:ince of dryiug them. Saw ;I large school of ducks a t  4 a. m., arid 
another later in the day. Canriot be far from laud; we have been 
allowed to see it sometimes, but were driven off again. There was a 
fino lead of water last night j I tliouglit we mere going to have a change, 
but it soon closed UI) again. Another lead to-day, but farther oE, 

T ~ i d a y ,  April 23.-m71r1d increased to :I gale last night froin the N.E. 
Raining all iiight and to day, with snow-squalls. Lauiiched the boat 
a t  5 a. 111. The case was desperate; running with n light-built boat, 
damaged as sbe is, patched and scratched all over. But what were we 
to  do t The picco of ice WC Were O n  liad wastcil away so much it would 
uerer ride out the gale. Our danger to-day was very great ; a gale of 
wind blowing j a crippled boat overloaded ; and a, fearl'id  ea ruuuing, 
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5lled with  small ice as sharp as knives. But, thank God, we came 
Rilfely through it. We sire all soaking wet,.in everything we hare, atid 
no chance of drying anything. We have had neither sun nor moon for 
ox-er a meek. Not a single star hare I seen. All is dark and dreary, 
but, please God, i t  wili soon brighten up. We have struck the sealmads 
grounds. I never saw such au abunclance of seals before; they are i i t  
schools like the porpoise. We hauled up 011 a floe after eight hours’ 
pull j could make no westing. Shot some seals, but they all sunk j Joe 
shot them. Hard times. 
Xatuvduy, April 2G.-Joe shot a seal last evening and broke tho chariii. 

Huus shot one this morning. Last night aud this morning fine. Ice 
very thick around. Started at G.30 a. UL, and were beset two hours 
afterward. Palled u p  on a sinall piece of ice j the best we could fiutl. 
Siionriiig all day. Repitired the boat here, which it wanted, and tlie 
weather cleared up in the afternoon. Got some things dried a little, 
aud half of us turned in. Hans shot a seal, making two today. 

flunday, April 87.-Yesterday, wind light from S.E. j in the evening 
chaugeil to X.E., blowing strongly. Mr. Myer took an observatiou 
yesterday j latitude 530 30’ N. Suowed all night and this forenooil. 
Oleared up  t h i s  afternoon, but remaius thick aud somewhat cloudy. 
Pleuty of water all around, but cannot get to it. All well. 

81uaduy, April 2S.-G,zle of wind sprutig up froin the W. ; heavy sea 
ruriuiiig ; water wasbing over the floe. All ready and stauding by our 
boat all night. Not quite so bad as the otlier night. Snow-sqnitlls all 
night arid during the forenoon. Launched the boat a t  daylight, (3.30 
a. m.,) but could get nowhere Sor the ice. I 3 e n v ~ ~  set1 and held-wind ; 

, blomiug :L gale right iu our teeth. Il;luIed up ou ;G piece of‘ ice a t  (i :I. 
m,, ant1 hiid a few 11ours’ sleep, but were threatened to be mashed to 
pipces b j ~  some bergs. They mere figlitiug quite n b;itt,le iu the 
water, arid beariiig right for us. We called tho watch, launched t11u 
boitt, al~tl got a w ~ ~ y ,  the wind blowiug moderatrly, arid tlie sea going 
dawn. We left a t  1 p. ni. The ice is much slacker, and there is iiiore 
w:ltcr than I hare see~i yet, Joe shot tliree youug bladder-nose seals on 
the ice, coniirig along, wliiali \re took i n  the boat j 4.30, steamer riglit 
ahea(1, au(1 a little to the N. of us. We hoisted the colors, 1pulled until 
darlc, trgiiig to cut, her OR, hit she does liot S C ~  us. She IS a sealer, 
bearirtg S.W. Once she ;ippeared to  be bearing right down upon us, 
but I suppose s l ~ c  was ~~’orli ing through the ice. W h a t  joy she cmsed ! 
We fohilcl a sriiall piece of ice arid boiirded it for the night. Niglitcalln 
alltl clc1ar. The stars are out tllc? first timc? fbr  ;L w w k ,  and there. is a 
new ino011. The sea quiet, aud splendid nortlreni lights. IXvided into 
two watches, four hours’ sleep each. Inteud to start early. Had a, good 
pull this nftsrnooii j i r i a d ~  son10 westing. OooLcd with blubber-fire. 
Kept :i.goocl one nll niglit, SO that we could be seen. 

lhcsda?j, April aD.--Morni1ig fiue and calm j tlie water quiet. At  dny- 
light sighted the steamer five miles o#. Called the watch, launched the 
boat and mado for her. After an hour’s pull gained on her a good ileal ; 
anotlier hour, and we got’ fast in the ice j could getq 110 farther. Landed 
on :L piece of ice, ail: hoisted our colors from sit elevated place. Illus- 
tcqyd oiir rifles and p18toIS, and fired toget1ier, uis~ i ing  a considerablo re- 
port. Fired three rounds, and mas answered b y  three shots, the steamer 
at, tlio same time heading for us. Hu hetided N., then S.E., slid kept 011 
so all day. Be tried to work through the ice, bu t  could not. Ver,y 
strarlge; I sho~lt l  thiuk any sailingressel, mixch less a steamer, ~oulc l  get, 
through with ease. We fired several ronnds and kept our colors iljing, 
but he c a m  110 iiearer. He was not over four or five miles distant. 
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Late in the afternoon he steamed away? beariug S.W. We gave him 
up. W liile look- 
lug a t  hiui, another stranger hove iii sight, so that we have two sealers 
iiear, oue ou each side of us, a u d  I do riot expect to be piclied u p  by 
either of them. Mr. 
Bleyer took au observation to day; latitude 5304‘ N. Haus c;iuglit 8 
seal, very m a l l  and youiig; $1) perfect baby of e seal. Drieduiost of our 
things to&y. 

Glori- 
ous sight when tog broke; a steaiuer cliise to us. She sees us and bears 
tlown on us. We are saxeu, tharilr God! We art! saf’e on bo;ird the 
Tigress, of Saint ,John’s, Captain Bartlett. He says tlie other steairter 
could not h e w  see11 LIS, as the captain is noted for his hnrnanity. The 
Tigress niusters oue hundred aiicl tweuty iiieu, the kiiidest aud most 
obliging I have ever met. 

Tiuursday, iVay l.--V\Teathcr v0r.y fiiie. (foiug north, sealiug. The 
steamer we saw ou the 29th \vas tlie Kagle, of St. Johu7s, Captain Juclr- 
IU;IIIU, noted for hip liuuiauity in swing lik. He has received two mccliils 
Sor saving life. The captain of this steamer swgs if that inau had seen 
us, arid could not ha17e gotteu to LIS witli the steamer, he would 11ttve 
seut his men on the ice arid carried us OK. Caught some seals to-tlay. 
Joe is in his glory, shooting seals. We are gettiug on first-ritte, eatiug 
aut1 sleepiug. 

l+iduy, N u y  %-Morning thick and cloiidy, with snow-squalls. 
Eo;irdcd by t h e  captain of the Walrus, Captain De Lang. Two other 
steamers close to us,  goiug N. Very ibw seals caught Set ; weather aud 
ice unthvorable. Afternoon j incrcmcl to a g;ile j blowing rery b c n v i l ~ .  
Tlie night proniiscs to  be very severe. Tlic: crew oii board this steamer, 
bile hnittlrrcl and twenty in nuiiibw, are like a band of brothers. Tlieg 
are a11 Ne~vf‘onudlaiid iiieii, :uid arc very ltiud to each other. No mrau- 
gling tlierr; a new thiiig oil board ship. 

Sutunluy. i lhj  3.-B!owing a fearful gale from N. N.W., with a heavy 
swell from tlie N.E. Blowing fearfully a l l  niglit, aud continues to do 
so. These steamers must bo very strong; they eridure great punish- 
aieut. She is in the ice, getting kiioclis that O I I ~  \vould tliinli wonlcl 
go riglit through her, but the ineii scent to tliiiilr nothing of it. We arc 
treated ~7it I1 t h e  greatest liinrlness by them j they never tliirik they are 
doing euough for us. 

Gale continued last iiiglit 
and this moruiiig; lost its fo lw ;it tioou. Blowing v c ~ j  stroitgly iyom 
N.N. Weatlier dear  but COICI j iiiore lilie MarcIi tIii111 Alas. Il;icI divine 
service to.day-tlie first we liaro liacl siiice Captain H;1117s death. Wo 
l1;itl some of the bear-nieat left wlieu the steamer came aloiig; so the 
bear s:tw us out of danger and the Tigress took us from it. . 

Wcd?zcsduy, d l ~ y  5.-The steamer beset in the ice. A man from aloft 
S;I,IV u Iiirgt! ~iniiiber of seals, some four or five miles off. All hands over 
tEie sicIe, iilid nlade for them. The captain’s soil 110 sooner arrived there 
aiid firetl the first Shot tlian thecartridgc burst, md sliattered 111s hand 
very badly. Sonre of the men came back with him, spoiling their wor.1r 
for soiiie time. ‘l’li~y killed seven or eight Iiniidred seals beforc sunset. 
The steaiuer could not come to their assistiliice, so they left, tliern ou t h e  
ice 311 night. Tlio meri seem to be afraid the other steniuers will m;tlic 
free with thein. W e  have 
beell steaming all day, trying to force a passage, but the ice is too close; 
it mag opeii aud let tis tlirough to-night. The Iikquimaux and most of 
our men are coinplainiug of smolleii logs and feet, diarrhea, aud severe 

h i  the evening he hove i n  sight agaiu, but fartiler off. 

A t  siiuset sighted lend S.W., a long way off. 

~’edlzesday ,  April 30.--Pice a. m. ; weather thick and foggy. 

Piclred up iu latitude 53035’N. 

,Suiidc~y, Muy 4.-Surronuded iii tlie ice. 

They are close to where they were 1iiIIed. 
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headache. All of US are suffering with something. I. wish we were 
ashore, so that we could get some medicine; we are in need of it. 

Tuesday, B a y  6.--Very dirty day. Strong wind N.N.W. The crew 
started for their seals a t  the first streak of day. Nearly all of them 
were stolen by the other steamers. The ice slacked a little, and we 
pushed the steamer through, so that we got our men, and what seals 
were left, on board. They marked their seals ; so there will be a lawsuit 
over it. Blowing a heavy gale from the N.W. One of the sealers has 
had her side beaten in by an iceberg. 

Wednesday, May 7.-Blowing a heavy gale all night, N.W. Seven 
a. m., turned her head S., ancl are running out the ice ; looks like going 
horiie. The engine broke down; now repairing it. She answers well 
under canvas. Think we shall arrivein Saint John’s on Friday morning. 
We are a11 very ill. I thiuk if we had ruii into warm weather quick Te 
would have been much worse. Some medicine and a little care mill set 
us all right. 

T l w s d a y ,  May  &-Very light breeze from the N. Still under sail. 
Will be in Saint John’s rerly in the morning, I think 4 p. m. Engine 
started. Under’steam. We are going to Bay Roberta, first to land the 
boats and sealing-gear. Then they will start for Saint John’s j Con- 
ception Bay it is called. The principal harbor is called Harbor Grace; 
quite a fine little town. These the principal merchants live. A great 
many sealers go in there. 

Went on shore, where we were se- 
ceived very kindly by the inhabitants. The American consul, from 
Harbor Grace, and other gentlemen, came to see us, and were very kind, 
doing all they possibly could. Several kind porsons came from there, 
and showed the greatest kindness to us. We are getting paid for our 
sufferings while on the ice. It is a very splendid bay, with very neat and 
comfortable houses. The people ;ire very intelligeii t and kind. 

Receiving and pay- 
ing visits. The inhabitants are doing all they can for our relief and 
comfort. Mr. J. Kelpam, the inan we are living on shore with, is very 
kind, giving the use of his horses and Carriage, driving us out him- 
self, showing us the country, and naming a11 interestiug places, free of 
charge. 

Tr iday ,  May  9.-Bay Roberts. 

flaturday and Sunduy, M a y  10 a d  ll.--Vsry fine. 

28 N 



POLARIS INVESTIGATION-CONTINUED. 

WASHINGTON, D. C., October 11, 1873. 
Examination conducted on board United States steamer Tallapoosn 

at the navy-yard, Washington, D. C., of the party under Captain Bud- 
dington, from the North Polar Expedition in  the United States steanier 
Polaris, said party having been rescued by the whaler Raveuscraig, car- 
ried to Dundee, Scotland, returned to New York City, and brought from 
that port to Washington by the Tallapoosa. 

The names of t h e  rescued party are as follows : 
Captain S. 0. Buddington. 
First Mate H. C. Chester. 
Second Mate MWliam Morton. 
Dr. Emil Bessels. 
First Engineer Emil Schumann. 
Second Engineer A. A. Odell. 
Seamen Herman Siemens, Henry Hovey, and Xoah Hayes. 
Carpenter Nathaniel Coffin. 
Fireman Walter Oampbell, 

A t  11.30 a. m. Hon. George M. Robeson, Secretary of the Navy, ac- 
companied by Commodore Reynolils, and Captain Howgate, of the Sig- 
nal Service, assembled a t  the navy-yard on board the Tallapoosa, for 
the purpose of taking the statenients of the'rescued party. 

The first witness who was examined was Captain S. 0. BUDDINGTON, 
who, in reply to interrogatories, testified as follows : 

By Secretary ROBESON : 
Question. Captain, ~ o u  are aware that, wheu the party from the Po- 

laris who were on the ice-floe arrived, we thought it proper t,o examine 
them and obtain their full statemeuts with a view to preserving every- 
thing, not only that the Government may be iriiorrned of what has been 
done and what has bee11 omitted, but thht whatever there was of value 
to  history or science might be secured a t  once ; it seems also proper that 
me should go on with your party in the saiue way, so that we may have 
the statemeuts of everybody freely and fcilly made from their own recol- 
lection of what occurred. We have sent for you first as the commander 
of the expedition after the death of Captain Hall, and we desire you to 
give a statement, so far as you can, of everything which seems to have 
ariy reference to the subject-matter. What is your name ? 

Auamer. Sidney 0. Buddington ; I live in Groton, Connecticut j my 
profession is whaling. 

Question. How loug have you been engaged in that business 1 
Answer, Sincg the summer of 1840. 
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Question. State on what ships, so far as you can recollect. 
Answer. Thc Juliiis Cmar, William C. N p ,  of New London; the 

Minerva Smith, of New Bedford; the Franklin, of New Bedford. I 
sailed two voyages in the William C. Nye. I sailed two voyages in the 
McClellnn, of Wew London, and four rorages i n  the brig Georgiana, of - 
New London, and one in the bark George Henry, of New London ; also 
three in the schooner Franklin, of New London. 
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Question. You commanded some of those ships? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. State fully what positions you occupied on board of them. 
Answer. I mas mate of the Minerva Smith, the Frauklin! and the Mu- 

Clellan, and second mate iuud boat-steerer in the William C. Nye. I was 
before the mast iu the Jul ius  Czesar. I was also mate of the McClellan 
two voyages. I was luastcr of the brig Georgiana four voyages, and of 
the George Ileury one, the schooner Franklin three, and the bark Odd- 
Fellow o m ;  the Concordia one. 

Question. Had sou been much in the northern maters previous to 
this voyage B 

Answer. Since the spring of 1850. On the 7th of March I sailed for 
that country as nxite of the McClellan, of New London. 

Question. You cruised in what waters ? 
Answer. We were in BaBn’s Bay and Davis Straits, and several times 

during the season in sight of Cape York, but couldn’t get through. 
Question. You have never been higher than Cape York before? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Question. Had joii ever spent a winter north in thosc maters ? 
Antlaer. Ten before this voyage. In Frobisher’s Bay and that vicin- 

ity-what is named now Cyrus Field’s Bay. 1 spent two winters there, 
and two in what is called Cornelius Grinnell’s Bay, and the rest in Cum- 
berland Gulf. I sailed with the Polaris from Washington when she left 
here as sailing and ice master ; went from here to New Yo&, mid from 
New York to New London ; from New London to Saint John’s, and 
from Saint John’s to Fiskernaes; next to Holsteinberg, and then to Disco. 
After leaving Disco we went to Upernavik, and from there to a little 
place where we just stopped, but did not aiichor. Captain Hall went 
ashore and got a few dogs. We anchored a t  Tessuisak. 

Question. Did aqthi i lg  of interest-happen after you left New Torlr 
to the time you auchored a t  Tessuisak V 

Answer. Nothing, except that t h e  was some little difficulty in Disco; 
Captain Davenport caiue aboard Captain IInll 
had a very slight difficulty with me about sonie of mx-well, it was ab 
very careless trick in me, and 110 gave me a reprimaucl on Ieaving St. 
John’s. I apologized about i t  in the best way 1 could, and there was 
nothing more thought about It by either him or myself. After we left 
St. John’s Captiiiu Hall came to me ahout 2 o’clock one night ; we were 
bound for Holsteinberg; he said that he wanted to go into Fiskeniaes ; 
we were then nearly abreast of it, and he wanted me to change my 
course aud go there. I gob Up, looked a t  the chart, went on deck, and 
had the course altered ; that was all of any note that happened. Noth- 
ing of any great importauco happened after we left Tessuisak until we 
got to the latitude which Captain Hall made, 820 26‘. 

I hare here my general report of the proceedings of tho ship, which 
\vas written after we mere rescued, and while on board the whaler Ra- 
renscraig. I dutod and signed i t  at Dundee, Scotland, the 3’7th of Mep- 
tember, 1873. It contains a general report, of the operations of the ship, 
and of my proceedings, more especially after (3aptain Hall left the ship 

had a talk about it. 
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to go on his final sledge journey. It contains substantially all that, oc- 
curred, and I can supply any further information you may desire by my 
personal examination. 

Question. Describe generally what you did after you left Tessuisak. 
Answer. We ran to the westward twenty-five miles .in a thick fog 

among heavy bergs; ran very slowly through the night about twenty-fire 
miles ; we shaped the course for Cape York, and nothing of any impor- 
tance happened ; we met  with a very little ice. The next day, in the 
afternoon, we raised Cape Y ork not far from G o’clock. The next morn- 
ing we had some little ice to contend with, but none to  speak of unt’il 
we got up abreast of Cape Parry, (or Perry ;) there we had quite a lot, 
but i t  was very light, and v e  got through with i t  quite easily. We 
passed Cairn Point; from there we shaped the course for Cape 
Brazier; as we came up to Cape Frazier the ice made in close to 
the land. Captain Hall landed there and staid a few niinutev 
with the boat’s crew. Mr. Chester, I believe, landed with him. 
There mas quite a strong tide setting to the soutliwnrcl a t  the time, and 
we were up to the heavy ice then ; that is where we first came iuto the 
heavy ice. We passed that, and up Kennedy Channel we had no iceat 
all, nothing to speak of, or to prevent the ship from going where she 
chose. The next morning after passing through 
Kennedy Channel the fog was very thick. We stopped to get observa- 
tjons a t  12 o’clock, and got some w r y  good ones. Most of‘ us, arid my- 
self among them, got 810 30’. That was tlie morning after passing 
through Eennedy Channel. I should have to refer to dates to give them 
to you. After 12 o’clock the fog lifted, and we hac1 a, clear rm, with a 
strong head-wind, however, up through that opeu place shown on Meyer’s 
chart, which, in my way of talking, I have called ‘‘ Hall’s Basin.” I t  is 
the widest part of the channel there between the shores. We had passed 
Cape Constitution clear of ice, and we passed Cape Lieber clear of ice; i l  
little was sticking to the shore, but not much. We passed Lady Prank- 
lin’s Bay, which we (lid not see, as we were rather 011 the other shore. 
We passed up to Robeson Channel. The wide part is across f rou what 
is now called Polaris Bay to Cape Lieber on the west side, and strbtch- 
ing up to Wr;iiigc.l Bay on the same side. 

Question. You have been accustomed to calling the water betmeeu 
what is known as the Southern Fiord aud Prankliu Bay, which makes 
the widest part there, Eiall’s Basiu? 

Answer. Yes, sir. The ice at CapePrazier extended pretty close to the 
shore, but left room inshore to go by, as we passed. We had no more up 
the channel. We went on with clear water but a headwind through this 
basin up into the straits above, not making any stop, except tlwt one, 
to get our observations. We passed by the mouth of Newman’s Bay 
and saw it was clear of ice. In t8he morniiig, about 4 o’clock, we came 
to a full stop, and Captain Hall told me to go in on the east side. There 
was no chance to get westward or any may, except into the east from 
where we were, and he said we would look for a harbor. 1 accordingly 
steered square in across the channel for the east side arid ran alongside 
of one heavy floe about Six miles., by Walker’s patent log, aud in the 
evening the captain tried to land with Captain Tyson ; bu t  the tide was 
running so fast lie could pot get ashore without losirig his boat, on 
account of the ice. That was a t  what is 
called Repulse Harbor, above Newman7s Bay. The next morning he 
tried to 1:md again. We krmlzed about that night and took every ad- 
vantage to get north that me best could, but did not succeed. It was 
foggy during the night-somewhat misty. Xext morning Captain Hall 

We had some fog. 

That lllght we had it foggy. 
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landed again with Mr. Tyson-or rather tried to land at the same spot, 
but they conldn’t get ashore. They came near losing their boat, as was 
reported to me. It was all I could do to keep the shore there, the 
heavy floe was going so fast. There was a little water inside, but i t  
was a very strong tide. It was about the full of the moon, I thiiilr ; I 
do not recollect now, exactly j but I lrno\r there mas a very strong tide 
running to the south. WC had the ship under steam, and when Captain 
Hall came aboard he took a look a t  it, and I recomrneuded strongly that 
we should go to Newman’s Bay, which mould be an open place. That 
was about eight or tell iniles south of us. That was the only place I 
could see, and I thought it best to go in there, and if the chauuel cleared 
we could see i t  and be open to it, and not run the risk of‘ getting beset in 
the ice in trying to stay out there. He held a coun~il  with the officer+ 
Dr. Bessels and ~ngself, and the others-whwh I have here, that  mas 
written down as it occurred, I believe, word for word. (Paper is now 
marked ‘‘ No. 1, B.”) 

It read as follows : 
‘ 6  Consultation held on board the Polaris in regard to getting further 

north with the vessel, the \-esse1 being on the east side looking for R 
harbor. Dr. Bessels, Mr. Jleyers, Captain Tyson, Ca8ptaiu Budding- 
ton, Mr. Morton, and Mi.. Chester. Doctor wanted to  cross the straits to 
look for a harbor, as being better for sledge journeys, while the east side 
\vas better for navigation, if TW could not get further north. Mr. Mor- 
ton coincided with  Dr. Bessels; Mr. Meyers had the same opiuion; 
Mr. Chester to get as fa r  north as possible j Captain Tyson to get into 
harbor as soon as possible; Captain Butldington to keep on east side as 
being better for navigation, wiid certainly better for sledge journej-s. It 
mas iinpossible to  get fhrther north On accouut of the pack. Go along 
the coast on the east side of the straits southward until a harbor is 
reached, whicli could be done in ii short time. There had been seen one a 
few lniles to the south of present position of the vessel. It was decided 
by the commander to cross the straits. 111 doing so we got beset by the 
pack and drifted back about fifty miles.77 

Captain BUDDINGTON, (resuiiiirig:) That Impor was ti ritten downat tlie 
time, aud i t  was the same in Captain Hal17sjournal, which, unfortunately, 
has been lost. It was left 011 the ice. 

Question. Is this paper in your handwriting P 
Answer. No, sir ; i t  was ~ r i t t e l l  by my instructions. It is a record of 

the consultatioii aud opiilious given at the time, written down by my 
instructions by Captain Hd1’~ clerk, pc’rhaps about a week after i t  oc- 
curred. The swie thiug was wibteIi do\vri by Mr. Meyers in Captain 
~ ~ 1 1 7 ~  journal. Captaiir Hall Once read i t  to me from his journal, and 
I got the clerk to write clown a c0i)y ot it, which is this copy. There 
was something said, I believe, on board the ship about it not being a 
proper way to do business, or something of that kind, arid I spoke to 
Captain Hall about it. This stateriient is entirely correct, not orily 
according I O  my recollect.io11 a t  t’he time when it was written down, bat 
according to my recollectloll now, and according to uiy recolleotion froin 
Captain ~ a l l 7 ~  journal, and it is according to my recolleotion of the facts 
as they occurred. 

Question. What h a ~ p o ~ c l  theu 1 
Answer. Captain Hall told me to cross the straits, and if we could 

not, siicceetl w e  would come back and go into this bay, iiow called New- 
man’s Bay on the chart, but in doing so we got beset in tho heavy ice 
and drifted :imay to the southward. We were drifting part of the tilne 
against quite a strong southerly wind. 
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Tlie 4th of September, a t  night, we got out. The ice slacked np aucl 
w‘c had steam on. We had landed somc provisions during this tiine in  
a heavy floe, but had got them back on board. We were fast between 
two heavy floes, and me landed all our deck-load, pretty much, and a 
good deal from below. As the ice began to slack up me took it aboard 
again, and on the evening of the 4th of September the ice slacked up so 
that we succeeded i u  getting inshore and got into the lead of meter 
that made inside from Cape Lupton. There was always mater there 
when there mias any anywhere; we had it :ill summer there, more or 
less. After the ice first broke we could not get back into Newtnan’s 
Bay though. The ice swept u p  the bay to Cape Luptou. Captain Hall 
went on the ice aiid loolred for himself, and told me there was no use to 
try to go up any further. We could not get up Bobesou Channel on ac- 
count of the ice, which swept close in to Cape Lupton ; it did so all the 
summer. I tried several times to get u p  there, and I always came to a 
stop. Getting back to the ship you would think you could go right by 
by the 10011s of the mater, but as soon as  you would get up, there mas a 
block. Finding we coulcl not get up we went to landiug our provisions 
and stores and made ready to uinter there. This was the place which 
Captain Hall called “Thank God” Harbor. We landed pretty much 
everything thzt m e  matitcd to land and made all the room in the ship 
t h a t  was iiecessarg. We put up the observatory on shore. 

During the month of September Mr. Chester and the doctor went on a 
musk-ox hunt, and returueil, I t,liiulr, 011 the 26th. 

Afterward a party went to the southward, Mr. Mcyers among them, 
a short journey of one day to  get some bearings of the other shore. 
They were sent by Captain Hall. Some of the Esquimaux mere out 
sealiiig a good deal of‘ the time and general work was going on. Until 
Captain Dall stibrted n o ~ t h  on a, sledge j o u r ~ y ,  things were going 011 
very quietly and appeared to be all right. 

I liere produce the orders which he left nic. 
The said orders, comprising eight pages of foolscap, arc now inarked 

u No. 2,B,” and read as follows : 

“ UNITED STATES S’LEAMSHIP POLARIS, c. Ii‘. Hall, commanding. 
(Oflicial.) 

4‘ SIR : I am about to proceed on R sledge journey for the object of 
determining horn far north thc land extends 011 the east side of the 
strait in which the Polaris is wintering, and also to  prospect for a, feasi- 
ble inland route to the uortlirvsrd for ncxt spring’s sledging, in my at- 
tempt to reach the north pole ; this route to be adopted providing the 
ice of this strait should be found so hummocky that sledging over it 
6hOUld be impI’actiCable, and furthermore to hunt musk-cattle, believ- 
iiig and Irnowing as I do, from experieuce, that all the fresh meat for 
use of a ship’s comtlany thus situated--as is that of the Polaris--sl~ould 
be secured before the long arctic night closes upon us. 

‘( You will as soou as possible have tho  rcinaindcr of the stores and 
provisions t h a t  are on shore taken out under the plain by the observa- 
tory and there placed with the other stores and provisions in as com- 
plete order ad possible. YOU will have each lriiid by Itself ns near ab: 
may be. You will have the ship’s houses (winter awnings) put up as 
designed. Have the night-watch kept up  in accordance with my writ- 
ten iustructions of Septeiuber 23, with merely this chaugo : that the 
watch is to be continued until the Cook commences his morning work 
Hare every light in the Rhip extinguished at 0 p. m. 4 except from this 
hour a candle-light is to be allowed forward for the use of the watch. 
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‘‘ You will see that no more coal is consumed in any store of the ship 

than actually is necessary. I find by the thermometer, placed in the 
men’s quarters forward and both cabins aft, that the temperature of the 
air is kept far higher than it should be, both €or economy in the con. 
sumption of coal and for the health of the ship’s company, the ther- 
mometer through the day and evening ranging froin GO to 70 degrees. 
Therefore you will require no more coal shall bo consumed than is ne- 
cessary to keep the thermometer, forward and aft, at 500 through the 
day and evening. A very small fire to be allowed forward, to be kept 
up from 9 p. m. through the night ; but the one aft, to be discontiuued 
a t  9 1). in. Have the clogs well cared for, feeding them every other day. 
Look out some good warm place iu the ship Sor the puppies, and have 
them well nursed. 

L L  Have Mr. Morton get and open one can of pemmican, and deal it. 
out ecouomicdly to the puppies. 

LLI have great hopeo of securing many musk-cattle on rnx sledge 
journey, and then we can spare much of our ship’s provisions to the 
dogs. Should m y  such calamity be in store for the Polaris-which I 
,pray to God may not be-that a storm from the northmard,sliould clrive 
the ice out of Thank God Harbor, and the Polaris with if, duriug the 
coming springtides, then have steam gotten up as quicldy as possible, 
aucl lose no time in getting the vessel back agein to her former position j 
but should the*Polaris be driven into the moving yacli-ico of the straits 
and become beset, and you should not be able to get her released, then, 
unfortunately, the vessel ancl all on board must go to the southward, 
drifting with the pack, God only knowing where aril when you and the 
ship’s cbmpaoy will liud means to escape. It might, iu this case, be 
that such a drift movement would occur as in the case of t+o Uiiited 
States Grinnell expedition of 1851J52, and of the Fox, under MPYIcClin- 
tock, 1S67-’5S; and wheuever you should get released, if anywhere bo. 
tween Cape Alexander or Cape Pork, or betweeii the latter ancl tho 
arctic circle, you will then melre your way to Godhaven, in Disco Island; 
andif thePolaris reinains seaworthy you will fill her with the coal, stores, 
and provisions, and the next fall. of 1872, steam back to  this place. 

( 6  If the vessel should become a wreck, or disabled from the imminent 
exposure and danger of such an ice-drift as referred to, then all possi- 
ble U N ~  of your best judgment must be brought into play for the prescrva- 
tion of the lives of all belonging to the expedition. 

( 6  You will, a t  your earliest moment of escape, acquaint the Govern. 
ment of the United States with tho whole of tlie circuinstances; and 
should one of those circumstances bo the loss of the Polaris, I, and my 
small party that is abseut to  accompauy me in the  proposed sledge 
jonriiey, would rewain here to make discoveries to the north pole, ma$- 
;ng Thank God Harbor our headquarters, :tnd all the time feel certain 
that our country mould losc no time in sending us aid in carryiug out 
the great object of the expeclitiou. 

LLAlthough I feel that it is almost certain that the Polaris is safeIy 
lodged in her winter position, yet we know uot what a storm may 
quickly bring forth. A full storm from the south can send the pack of 
the strait impinging upon tho land-pack in the midst of mliich me are, 
and in a few minutes cast the Polaris high and dry upon the laud. 

( 4  During tho coming spring-tides let great vigilance be exorcised, 
especially during any gale or storm, a t  the time of High tides. 

‘-As soon as time will aLow, have snow-blocks cut from the drifts un- 
der the lee of the hill by tho observatory, and sledged over to  the Po- 
laris, tho same to be placed about her as an embankment. 
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cLYou will have plank and boxes so placed under the poop that the 
dogs canno6 get to the raw-hide wheel-ropes. 

L L  The usual routine of the ship that I have established will be gone 
through with each day during my absence. You will see that this is 
carried out, including church-service each Sabbath. 

6‘ The duties that devolve upon Mr. Morton, by my appointment, are 
that of paxmaster and yeoman. He has full charge, under my direc- 
tion, of all the accounts, stores, and provisions on board the Polaris, 
and on shore, belonging to the United States. 

(6 Whatever relates to the consumDtion and use of said stores and 
provisions, Mr. Morton has charge of and will be made responsible 
for the same. I am sure this trust which I have committed to Mr. Mor; 
ton will be carried out with fidelity, and to the best advantage of the 
service of the United States Government in this its North Polar Expe- 
dition. 

“All the fuel, kindling, and coal before being used must pass through 
the hands of Noah Hayes, who must keep an exact account of the same, 
which he must  vouch to Mr. Morton, or he may render the amount to 
the chief engineer and the latlsr to Mr. Morton; no box, barrel, or 
anything else, furnished with provisions, must be opened by Mr. 
Morton. So far as these and all other orders I have issued, you will 
have carried out. You will keep a journal of all proceedings during my 
absence and transmit t h o  same to me on my return. You will not omit 
to note such violations of orders that are or may be given, and by 
whom j nor will you omit to  note the conduct of any and all. Hoping 
that God will protect you and help you in the discharge OS the duties 
that devolve upon you, I bid you adieu and ail those of my command, 
trusting on my return to find all well, and trusting, too, that I shall be 
able to say that my sledge journey, under the protection and guidance 
of Heaven, has been a complete success, having made a higher north- 
ing and nearer approach to the north pole than any white man before, 
and that a practicable inland sledge route further north has been found, 
that many musk-cattle have been seen and captured. 

16 I have the honor to be your obedient servant, 
brC. F. HALL, 

( 6  Commanding United 8tates NodL Polar Expedition, 
b b  Latitzide 810 38’ Nwth, Longitude G 1 0  44’ West, October lo7 1871. 

( 6  Sailing and Ice lMaster, United States North Polar Expedition?’ 
“To S. 0. BUDDINGTON, 

Captain BUDDINGTON, (continuiug :) 
2 The captain went on his journey. He started, I thiuk, hbopt 

o’clock in the afternoon. He encamped five miles from there. Next 
morning he sent Hans back after some things, a pair of seal-skin pants 
and one or two little. things which I think he has mentioned. Part of 
his request was mentioned in that little book. He sent me a letter, too, 
which I have not got, and I wrote back to him particulars and sent the 
things. Hans left, I think, about 1 o’clock that day. I sent him B let- 
ter tbat everything was right, and detained Hans a short time to hare 
the pants fixed. He was gone until the 24th of October. I never heard 
of. him any more after left the ship till he returned. In the mean 
time everything was rery qU1& and I was a t  work according t o  those 
instructions. I 
aaw the sledge coming, and I Went ashore to meet him, and met Mr. 
Chester first and asked him how everything was; they said they mere 
all well, had a good time, &c. When I came to Captain Hall he was 

He returned about 2 o’clock on the 24th of October. 
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very lively. I met him on the shore a t  the top of the bank. He gave 
up his sled then and was walk ing  down. I c a m  up  to Chestcar tirst, 
who was just ahead of him a short distance. I walked off to the sliip 
with him. He spoke very tbvorably of the land journey, and thought 
that there was a good chance to travel some ways north on that side, 
and spoks of seeiug signs of ihusk.ox; had shot two seals ia Xemmnn’s 
Ea?, called it an uncommou good harbor, and wished he was in it. He 
appeared lively. I asked him if there mas a good road up this side to get 
north. He says (‘Yes; 1 can go to the pole, I think, on this shore.” 
TVo were then housed over and banked up with snow 011 the outside, 
and a door to go in over the rail. He went in, and I went to my work 
on the outside of the ship, banking up with what men we had on the 
outside, putting snow around for wiuter protection. l n  about an 11011~ 
and a half, more or less, after that, he sent out for me. I went in, and 
he \vas then in his bunk, and said he felt a little sick corniug in out of 
the cold, and had been vomiting slightly. He told m e  to hare the 
sleeping-bags dried and everything put in order; that he wanted to go 
south day after to-morrow and 4ook a t  this fiord that is now 011 the 
chart, aud wanted Mr. Tysou to go with him. He said he thought he 
had a bilious attack, and inquired of me if I didn’t think he needed au 
emetic. Dr. Bessels stood by, and said it ivould 
not do for him to take an emetic. I had giwn him a great many first 
and last;. Even at home, a few days before we went away, 1 had given 
him ;tu emetic. He wns very subject to those bilious attacks. 

Question. Did sou say that he said he was sick from having come in 
out of the cold 9 

Answer. That is what he spoke about. He said he felt sick at  the 
stomach aud had been vomiting, from coming in out of the air. He said 
he thought he was bilious aud had better take an emetic, a~lcl asked 1118 
if I didn’t think SO. Dr. Uessels was present, and he said he didu’t 
think it mould do for him to take an emetic. He gave no reason that I 
know of. I don’t recollect 
ivhat he said about it, Only it moulcln’t do fcr him. It was not far from 
two hours after he  came on bowrd--an hour and B half or so. I should 
say a11 hour and a half sulelg. Mr. Morton mas attending to him, and 
he getting some clothes lor him to shift his clothes wheu he went t o  
bed. When he came back from going into his state-room to get the 
clothes he told me that he w:is abed theii. I don’t know how long he 
had been abed wheu I Caue aboard. From that time he grew worse. 
I kept on with the regular \nxk as It  had been under his instructions, 
a ~ c l  he would a t  times be perfectly ratiOUal and then he would give some 
orders that I attended to, a d  h ? t  On froin that to the 8th of November. 
He was Bometimes out of his head. I think it was two days before he 
was taken down the last time he Was, r?S I supposed, entirely well. Even 
the last day he told rile, “ 1  shall be in to breakfast with you in the 
morning, and Mr. Chester aucl Mr. Morton need not sit up here with ine 
a t  night. He dictated some vriting that 
day to  his clerk. He read a good deal, a ~ i d  in the afternoon he had quite 
a nap in his chair. That night I \vent to bed 
at the usual time. He was sittiug up. 1 dept alone. I saw him sitting 
there. Shortly after 12 o’clock, I think i t  was, Chester aroused me up 
aad s a ~ s ,  6‘ Captain H ~ l 1  is d;ying.” He 
was  sitting in the Berth, with Ilis feet hpg iug  over, his head goillg one 
way a d  tho other, and eyes yery g~as,oy, and loolriug like a corpse- 
frightful tolools at, He wantedto know how they wouldspell ‘( murder.” 
He spelled it several diflerent ways, a d  kept ou for some time. At  last 

I told him “yes.” 

If he did, I don’t really know what it was. 

I aln as well 21s I ever ~ 8 s . ”  

Ha’nnah was with him, 

I ran up as quick as I could. 
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he straightened up and looked around and recognized who they mere, 
aiid loolied a t  the doctor. He says, “Doctor, 1 know everything that’s 
going on ; you can’t fool me,” and he called for some water. He under- 
took to swallow the water, bat couldn’t. He heaved it up. They per- 
suaded him to lie down, and he did so, breathing very hard. Mrhen I 
first went up I asked Mr. Chester what he had been taking. He said 
the doctor gave him something just a s  he was going to bed, and he went 
right to bed and went to breathing in thisway, very hard.. I t  appeared 
to bo not exactly a snore, but between hard breathing and a snore all 
the time. This was along after 12 o’clock, between that and 2. The next 
morning lie came out, and appeared to be as strong as  he eyer was. As 
quick as  he got up they called me, and 1 went in. The doctor mas in there, 
and he looked around among u s  and wanted me particularly to note 
down mlint he said, as it woulcl be interesting when be got well. 

Question. Who wanted you to do that? 
Auswer. Captain Hall ; he was crazy-out of his head. He stayed up 

for a fern minutes and called for some more water ; tried to drink it, and 
couldn’t swallow it. He lay down again and went to sleep j that is, I 
supposed he mas asleep by the way he was breathing. He never got up 
again, and died that night, solnewhere along about 2 o’cloclr. 

Question. Do you know whether h e  took m y  medicine that day 4 
Answer. Nothing but injections, as I understood. I never saw them, 

but he never took any medicine during the day. I understootl the doctor 
used :in injection, as he said, of quinine. He told me so. The doctor, 
I meau, told me so. 

Qtwstion. When Captain Hall talked in this way, which you have 
detailed, was he in his right mind 1 

Answer. No. sir ; not all the time. When he talked about beiug in 
to brctilifast and dictated some writing, &e., he was in his right mind- 
perfectly well. That was the night before he was taken down. 

Question. I mean after he was taken down. 
Answer. No, sir. 
Question. He never appeared to be after that ? 
Answer. No, sir ; not after I was called up that night by Mr. Ches- 

ter, arid went up. Ete never mas in his right mind. He only spoke 
twice after that. 

Question. Did he seem to  have an idea that people were poisoning 
him, or murdering him, or something of .that kind 9 

Answer. Yes, sir; always. He insisted upon it. 
Question. Did he accuse anybody in particular P 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Questiou. Who ? 
Answer. Dr. Bessels. A t  times he thought everybody was at it, But 

he appeared to  Spit out his whole venom on him; that is, he appeared 
to thiuk thaL the doctor was the proper one. 

Question. At times, you say, he seemed to think that everybody was 
doing it? 

Answer. Yes, Sir. 
Question. Who else did he accuse besides the doctor 4 
Answer. I believe the Cook one night. He told me that the cook had 

a gun in hi8 bertlli and T V ~  going to shoot him. The cook slept ou the 
opposite side. I went over and overhauled the berth ; there was noth- 
ing there, of course. One nigh41 was up in the cabin and Captain Hall 
got hold of me pretty severely. I called to Mr. Chester aud Mr. Tyson 
to come up. They were down bekm. Captain Hall knew what 1 said, 
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and held m e  by one shoulder, and took hold of the door-knob and held 
it tight, and they had some difficulty in getting the door open. 

Question. What did he take hold of you for ? 
Answer. 1 really could not tell. He was just in that way. He said 

that there was  blue around the lamp, and blue gas coming out of my 
mouth, and everything of that kind. Ho said also the same to Nr. Ty- 
son. He would feel for his mouth, when he was close by him, and say 
" What's that coming out of your mouth ? It is something blue." Oue 
night Mr. Chester or Mr. Morton, I do not recollect vhich,.put a pair of 
stockings on him-the others were wet ; he had stepped in the water. 
He objected to it very strongly, and said they were poisoned ; but they 
finallr persuaged him to have them On.  I believe that Hannah came in 
and put the stockings on. He would not allow anybody else to do it. 

Question. Did he take his meals all tlhis time? 
Answer. No, sir j he never went to the table, but he used to eat quite 

freely, so I understand, but I don't know. I was not in a great deal of 
the time. I generally went when I was called for. I had a good ileal 
to do at the time. Mr. Chester, Mr. Morton, the doctor, and the Esqui- 
maux monian were attending to him. He used to take some wine, 1 be- 
liere, and I saw tamarind-water. He used to drink that, so they told 
me, and I. wan' it in the dishes aronnd there. 

Question. Who lived in the cabin with him '? 
Ansnw. Tho engineer, Dr. Bessels, Mr. Bryan, Nr. M p r :  the cook 

and steward. Morton, Chester, Tyson, and myself were below with the 
Esquilnaux family and the second engineer, 

Question. What was the condition of Captain Hall's mind during his 
first attack 1 

Answer. About the same as the last one, only not so bad. He was 
quite (lelirious oiie spell, and he got partially over it, during t'lio first 
atta&, and he sent in for Mr. Chester, Mr. Morton, and Mr. Tysou. 
He mas not exactly right then, but nearly so. fie told them then 
that he wanted to give up the care of the ship to rneentirely; that 
the crown fitted him too tight; that he had enough to attend to 
his surveys, and he didn't want to be bothered any more with tlie ship 
or crew. Mr. Myer lay iu his berth, I believe, at the time and heard 
it. A1)parently anybody who mas not acqu2inted with him would 
liave thought that  he mas entirely rational theu. IIe was not, however. 
Before that he had been out of his head 21 good deal. Onenight he got 
up really desperate, and MI'; Chester Was watching with him. Be called 
me. I went up. Ho was fairly raving. I tried to get him to bed, but 
I could not do anything with hilu. UC said we had all joined in with 
that little German dancing-master to disgraco him, and he wits perfectly 
ready to  leave tho world. But it did not last but a short time before 
he weut to bed, and he was apparently quiet. I understood him, by 
t,hat expression, to mean Dr. kw4s. The doctor was there at tho time, 
I think. 

Question. Did the doctor Say anything ? 
Answer. No, sir. He tried to pacify him, as the rest of us  did, when- 

ever he got in that was. 1 ~ o u l d  not be sure that the doctor was in 
there. 1 know Mr. Chester was, and I really think the doctor WBS.  
I am nearly certain of it. 

Question. What did you think was the matter with hiill ? 
Answer. 1 thought it was a bilious attack that first OCCwiOiml it. I 

thought I had seen him in the 8aIne way before, and doctored him ac- 
cordingly. We mere up in those latitudes together twenty-seven months 
before. 
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Question. Had you seen him out of his head before Ol 
Answer. No, sir ; the way he was taken first is what 1 refer to. 
Question. Did you take all these charges and sayings of his to be the 

expressions of a man in his right mind, or the expressions of a crazy 
man 9 

Answer. Of a crazy man. 
Question. Was  the effect that they made upon you a t  the time the 

cEect of a man in delirium? 
Ansner. Yes, sir. 
Question. Was that the impression they produced upon yon? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. What was the impression which you understood a t  the 

time they produced upon the other people 7 
Answer. I think i t  must have been the same to all those who heard 

it. 
Question. Did anything occur a t  that time, which came to your ob- 

servation in any way, which induced you to believe that anybody was 
trying to poison him or trying to injure him in any may or shape? 

Answer. Well, sir, I don’t think there was, only the doctor cauie to 
m e  one night and says, Captaiu Hall is quite unwell, and won’t take 
anything.” I said, ‘6 Can’t you get him to take something?” andsaysI, 
“ Doctor, mix up a dose more than you want him to take, and if he sees 
me take some of it, he will take it then without any clifEculty.’j The 
doctor said, u It will not do for you to take tho first drop of quinine.” 
That’s all the remark I heard. And he said once to me that he thought 
Captain Hall mas a physician, but he knew then he was not? Says I, 
l1 How do you know that 8” l L  Well,” he says, 6‘  he didn’t kuow that  qui- 
nine could be iujected into the systeiu.” That’s about all I heard. He 
spoke once saying that he had a very strong constitution, &c. 

Question. You were present when Capttin Hall died 1 
Answer. Yes, sir. I was called when he was quite bad, and I stopped 

there. It was only a very few minutes before he died. I was up the 
biggest part of the afternoon and evening, when he mas lying there. 
He was entirely insensible from about 9 o’clock in the forenoon until he 
died, about 2 o’clock the next morning. 

Question. Was he breathing very hard Ol 
Answer. Yes, sir. Sort of snorting through the nose. His eyes were 

very glassy. After he died he looked very natural, indeed. He was 
buried on the 10th of the same month, in the day-time. We took ad- 
vantage of what little light there was. He died at about 2 o’clock on the 
morning of the 8th. 

Soon after Captain Hall’s death Dr. Bessels drew up this document 
which I now produce, and which is signed by myself and him, dated at 
Thank God Harbor, November 13, 1871. 

(The document is nom marked ‘;No. 3, B;’ and reads a s  follows :) 

Conszcltation. 
L L  THANK GOD HARBOR, 

‘LNovedwr 13, 1871. 
(‘ First cousultation held between Messrs. S. 0. Buddington and E. 

Bessels. Through the mournful death of our noble commander, me feel 
compelled to put into eflect the orders given us by the Department, 
vie : ‘ Mr. Buddington shall, in ease of your death or disability, continue 
as the sailing aud ice master, and control and direct the movements of 
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the vessel j and Dr. Bessels shall, in such case, continue as the chief of 
the scietitiiic department, directing all sledge journeys and scientific 
operations. In the possible contingency of their nonancurrence as to 
the course to be pursued, then Mr. Budditigton shall assume the sole 
charge and command, and return with the expedition to the United 
States with all possible dispatch.' 

(' It is our holiest intention to honor our dear flag, and to  hoist her on 
the most northern part of the earth, to complete the enterprise upon 
which the eyes of the whole civilized world are raised, and to do all in 
our power to reach our proposed goal. 

(Signed) " S. 0. BUDDINGTON. 
(Signed) '' EMILE BESSl3LS." 

He was buried about a third of a mile south of where the observatory 
stood. We put up a head-board and fixed tthe grave up as well as we 
could. (Producing envelope.) Here is a piece of the willow which 
came from it. We planted a willow shrub there j it was doing very well 
when I took that from it, the last time when we were there, the day be- 
fore we left. We left on -the 12th day of August, 1872, about nine 
months after his death. After his death we went on regularly, aud I 
follonwl his instructions as near as I could and as long as I could. The 
scientific men kept on with their observations, and two men from the 
crew were taking note OS the tide. Everything went on regularly until 
the latter part of th6 month of November, when the ship broke out and 
went alongside of the berg, and we made fast to it during the gale. 
After the gale was over, and left the ice free a little, we got somewhat 
clear of it a little distance from the berg, and I let her lay. We sawed 
the ice clear from her some distance from the berg, and the reason Ldict 
not take her any further from the berg was that in case we broke out 
again I wanted it to hold on to. This mas a large berg grounded there 
in from 12 to 13 fathoms of water, the same berg which Oaptaiu Hall 
had called the (6 Providence Iceberg," and under the lee of which we 
had made our harbor. A few days after I had sawed her clear, the very 
last of the month, there was a heavy southwest gale, and the pressure 
of ice on the outside of the berg drove it afoul of the ship. The ship 
lay on the northeast side of the berg, between the berg and a little bend 
of the coast. Thank God Harbor mas made by a little bend in the coast- 
line, with the berg on the outside, the bend of the coast 011 the north- 
east side of the berg. The southeast gale pressed the berg in against 
us, and the tongue of the berg ra? under the ship about 40 feet from 
forward to aft. That pressed her inshore through the ice, and piled it 
up astern and inside of her, and doubled the ice under. As it broke 
down i t  would run under her, and piled up very higli. The tongue 
of this berg when i t  went under her wrenched her awfully, aud it  
also started the stem. The shoving of her in through that heavy ice 
wrenched the stein so that sot1 could hear svorything crack ; over? tim- 
ber, especially forward, appeared to be giving way. It wrenched her 
"cry badly ; 1 could not get 'her clear. 1 was over on tho ice a greet 
deal of the time when it was pressing ]lor in, until it got so that the 
water made in the gangway, and I got ;I board through that and sta d 
there until the berg stoppeq coming. Afterward I took a look around 
the ship, and I saw It was IIupossible to tmv her out. She llad got to 
go astern about 40 feet, and the ice was piled high up tliere. &ally, if 
the ice had not broken astern of US, I do not know how we should have 
got away. Wa had to lay 011 there during the winter. Every low tide, 
the full and change of' the moon, that inshore ice would lift, and the 
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berg being grounded, gave her a keel of about two feet during the lorr- 
est part of the tide, and when it was up she would be ou an eveu keel j 
that, of course, wrenched and strained her very badly. The stem was 
broken that night I spoke of; that is, I judged so from the crack; i t  
was ah old crack when I saw it j I found it first myself. We remained 
tliere in that way duriug the winter, carrying on the observations and 
doing whatever was necessary to be done. Herman Siemans and Eobert 
Kruger, I think, mere taking tidal observations part of the time. The 
others were doing whatever there was necessary to do on board the ship ; 
everything appeared to be going on very well. 

On the 2lst of February, I receired this letter and inclosure from Dr. 
Bessels. 

The letter is here marked ( 1  No. 4, B:' and rends as follows : 

" WINTER QUARTERS, 
(6' Latitude 810 38' North, Longitude 610 44' West,) February 21, 1872. 

'6 SIR : As, with the return of .the sun, the further opeiations of the 
expedition iriust be begun, and as, in regard to all these, a consultation 
between us  should take place, I forward herewith to you the sketch of 
a plan by means of which, as I think, we may best fulfill the mission 
upon which we are sent. 

b L  Verx respectfully, 
(Signed) " BMIL BESSELS. 

6' Captain S. 0. BUDDINGTON, 

The inclosure, entitled sketch of plan of operations, is now iuarkecl 
1' No. 6,  B," and reads as follows : 

"As matters stand nom there are two ways of accomplishiug the 
object of the expedition ; either by boats aud the vessel herself, or, as 
at first proposed, by sledges. Let us, iiow, consider both ways and the 
plan of operations for each that scwiis to offer the most advantages. 

6' The setting-out of a boat-party mill, of course, depend entirely upon 
the area of open mater aud the improbability of' new ice being formed 
that wouldinterfere with its navigittion. Perhaps, the party could start 
during the last of Narch or iu the begiuriing of April-that is to be 
seen-if the vessel does not break out before thnt time, which may occur 
a t  ariy time, as our anchorage does not give us much protection. 

b 1  If the journey toward the north should be made bx ineans of a 
boat, considerable time must elapse before it can be safely begun, and 
the qncstiou arises how to emplox that time to the best advantage. 

('As the object of the expedition is a geographical one, and as geog- 
raphy consists not merely in laying down a coast-line, as many may 
t,hink, but requires much more than that., a sledge-party should be 
formed, provisioned for twenty days, to penetrate into the interior of 
the country, to discover if it consists of an ice-plateau, aa is supposed 
by some, but which does not seem probable, or, in a word, to investigate 
its configuration. This would also give an opportunity for answering 
some iuil~ortant questions contained in the instructions. 

"Another party cou1d, a t  the same time, go to Cape Constitution, to 
deterinirie astronomically the positiou of Morton's furthest point, which, 
iu regard to longitude, Ought to  be verified. Besides that, theso points 
of the coast-line sliould be conuected with tho survey of our anchorage. 

( 1  Regarding the?matter of verifying positious, it will also be very de- 
sirableto m i d  a Ijarty to Grinr~ell Land, the coast-line of' which, although 

(6 United States Bteamer Poluris." 
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changed a good deal by Dr. Hayes, does not seem to be correct, and 
ought to be resurveyed. Besides that the party could, perhaps, find out 
if the land contained any glaciers, as Dr. Hayes stated. 

L b  There is no doubt that i t  would be considered as a very valuable 
geographical discovery to determine how far Crinnell Land extends from 
east to west, which might he done by ascending some of the high niount- 
ains near its coast. It must be coufessed that this party wonlcl be sub- 
ject to many difliculties and much risk, even if open prater did not 
impede their progress, because the ice is rough and hummocky, and 
liable a t  any moment to go adrift. 

(66 As matters stand since the day before yesterday, it mould bo impos- 
sible to cross the strait. February 21, 1872.) 

‘6 It is not impossible tllat the ice in the southern part of tile straits 
will be better for traveling purposes, so that the Cape Constit,ution party 
might cross with comparatively little dificulty, but if you take into 
consideration how much trouble it cost Dr. Hayes, who crossed the 
strait twice, how it enervated his party, it seems better to give up this 
plan, especially because next summer there would be very likely a more 
convenient way of reaching Grinnell Land. (‘ As it has been concerted, the Polaris will leave a t  her anchorage a 
depot of provisions and a boat. Should the vessel be compelled to leave 
her anchorage before the sledge parties return, then the party arriying 
first a t  Polaris Bay should wait for the other, and upon ’its arrival 
proceed to Newman’s Bay, (the only harbor me know of toward the north,) 
in the most expeditious manner. By all means it would be a good plan 
if the vessel breaks out before the return of the sledge parties to  leave 
also a boat with a patent log and provisions a t  Xewman’s Bty, because 
the boat left a t  Polaris Bay would bo used to carry the united sledge 
parties,aud there should be another to fall back upon, in case of 
accident. 

6 6  If the vessel should drift south during the alisence of the parties, 
then documeuts of the further route they intend to  take will be iound a 
few feet to tho west of the present site of the observatory. Thespot 
may be known by the irou bar which now holds the pendulum-case. 

( 6  Let us  return, after this digression, to consider a plan for the oper- 
ations of a boat party toward the north. One OC the smaller boats 
should be taken, with as many provisions as possible, the iaccessary in-  
struments, and small stores. The party should follow up the eastern 
side of the strait, surveying the land and making such investigations 
in hydrography, in regard to currents, sea atruosphcre, and soundings, 
as may be made without too much delay. 

(6 As near each full degree of,l?titude as possible the party will build 
a cairn, and deposit a record Of Its proceedings, in order that the yes 
sel, if necessary, may know where to se:Lrch for it, 

(6 Should we, notwithstanding the favorable prospect wc now have, 
be compelled to use sledges ou the journey toward the north, then me 
should start as soon as possible, by all means by the middle of March, 
because it is not probable that then the temperature will be inuch 
lower than it ia now, although  TO might have more gales. 

‘6  It cannot be denied that it is a great advantage to use dog8 for 
draught, provided sufficient game can be procured on the way for their 
food, but as we aro compelled to travel over a poor country and make 
large distauces the dogs mill prove hindrances rather thau help. We 
must, then, as the English expeditions have done, almost exclusively 
use men for draught. Two dog-sledges should be taken, load@d with 
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four small sleds, the provisions belonging to them, and besides provis- 
ions for the whole party ibr thirty days. Should the two sledges meet 
with many difficulties in advancing, which will very likely be the case, 
then they will establish, a t  places they may find favorable, small depots 
of provisions for their return, stay as long as possible with their small 
sleds, and return when circumstances require it. Then the small sleds 
will be loaded with the undiminished provisions, and each man drag 
his own sled, a total weight of two hundred pounds. 

( 6  By no means can the small sleds expect to return by the same way 
over the ice, because a t  that time it mill be broken up, and the Fessel 
herself under way tor a high latitude. 

L L  As has been mentioned in the case of the boat party, the sledge 
party will also build cairns and deposit records of their proceediugs. 

L L  Having arrived on their return a t  a place from which they are nu- 
able to travel any further south, they will keep up a continued watch, 
and signalize, by flags and smoke, while the ressel fires a gun several 
times a day. 

L L  Now, a few remdrks upon the operations of the vessel. It would un- 
doubtedly be best to use as little as possible of our coal, and to proceed 
north by sail. If ‘it is possible for the vessel to advance along the coast 
of Grinnell Land it mould be profitable to do so, on account of the run- 
ning surrey that could be made, as there certainly will be some one on 
on board who can conduct a work of this Bind. 
“ The deterniination of the local attraction of the compass before the 

ressel starts should not be neglected as heretofore, because without this 
an able survey cannot be made. 

‘L It shonlcl be considered as a matter of the highest importance to 
take deep-sea soundings, or soundiugs in general, whenever practic.able ; 
for, except those mado by John Ross in 1818, there are but 8 few taken 
by Tnglelield, and two by Kane. If the time will not allow of more, 
one sounding a day wonld be valuable, and should be taken. 

“ I f  the mater is not very deep ope of the smaller sledges should be 
used to procure a larger number of specimens than can be obtained by 
the apparatus of Brooks. 

(Signed) ( 6  EMIL BESSELS. 
6 6  Winter Quarters, Latitude 810 38’ North; Longitude GIo 44’ West. 
“ FEBRUARY 10, 1872. 77 

On the 29th of February I sent to Dr. Bessels the following reply, 
which was written by Mr. Meyer from my dictation. This is a copy in 
Mr. Xeyer’s handwriting. The same was here marked “No. 6, B?’ and 
reads as follows : 

THANK GOD HARBOR, 
‘6 Pebruary 29, 1872. 

L L  SIR : 1 have Carefully examined the contents of your communica- 
tion dated Thank God Harbor, February 10, 1872, and your sugges- 
tions as to an early trip to Cape Constitution and the inland meet with 
my entire approval. Anything to the furtherance of science which can 
be clone before the starting of the final expedition to the north, in pur- 
suit of the principal object of this expedition, I mould decidedly advise 
you to undertake, and you may be assured that all possible aid on my 
part shall be given t o  you and your undertaking. The expedition to 
the north mill, within all probability, proceed ;by the aid of boats ; and 
it is my decided intention in such a case to take command of the boat 
party. To come to any conclusion as yet iu regard to the details of this 
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boat journey and the proceedings of the ship appears to be nseless, in- 
asmuch HS circurnstances will geuerallg govern our actions, 

6‘ Very respectfully, yours, 
(Signed) 6‘s. 0. BUDDINGTON, 

& (  Chief oj‘tlte ScieiatW Purty of the North Polar Expedition.” 
What I iiieaut to refer to i U  saying I would take charge of the boat 

party inpelf, was to put  such men into the party as I thought proper. 
Secretary ROBESON. YOU Say here you nieaut to take commanil your- 

seif’? 
Ausmrr. Yes, sir. What I mealit by that was to put Mr. Chester and 

MY.  son into those boats to  take charge of them, as I had uobody 
else. The instructions which I gave to them are in the journal. 

Question. What you meant, then, was that you mould trike command 
of their organization and direct their proceedings B 

Auswer. Yes, sir. The orders I gave that boat party are pasted iu 
the joiiruel. After this the doctor made :I sledge journey to the south, 
and got back riot fax from the 8th April. Mr. Bryau weut with him, 
with Joe and Hans. A sled broke down, aiid Mr. Bryan arid ,Toe came 
back and repaired their sledge, arid left the doctor and flstiis dowu 
there, and then they went back again j when the doctor came back 
he was  nearly snow-blind; they wero gone a fortnight. I had but 
very little to say about the slcdge-jonrnejs, as we hail come to the 
untlerstanding that the doctor was to hare charge of those and the 
scientific operations. But 1 kept evcrgthiiig prepared, and even had 
the sinal1 sleds and big sleds made for him. I got everything as  near 
ready a s  1 could, and kept the dog8 in good order and coudition. I 
didn’t see much prospect of the sledges going north, and i proposed a 
~ledgt! journey to Dr. Bevsels for Joe ancl Bryan ; they were very anxious 
to g o  ; tlwy were really the best ones, as I cousiclered. I proposed it to 
~ ) r .  ~essels, .  and he asked if 1 hac1 said aiiything to Mr. Bryiiu about it 
I really equivocated a little; I didn’t like to say no or yes, for I had 
spolreli to Bryan about it. But, however, I got over it in some way 
.without8 telliug arerj7 bad falsehood, and then he told nie that he would 
speak to Mr. Bryan about it. It went along, I think, for a day or two. 
I :tsked Blr. E r p n  every once in awhile, and sometilries twice a day, if 
the doctol’ had said anything to him, aud he told me he hadn’t. One 
evening Mr. B r p n  spoke to  him and told him he \vas all ready to start 
in the niorzling, and wanted to k1loW if he had every preparation made, 
&o.  he doctor rather resented it, a i d ,  I thought, made use of some 
Iangnage that i m 8  not called for. 1 heard it froin bdom, aud went up 
into tile cabin, and the doctor said he wauted two sleds immediately. 
I said, “All right, doctor; wllen do you want them 01’’ He said the first 
fair day. I said, “All right,” and then I wcut awd told Joe and Mr. 
Bryau that i t  was no use for me to try and do any more; that the doc- 
tor liad charge of the sledge journeys, aud wanted one or two sledges, 
ancl 1 gave up then undertaking to do auj thing about it,. I took the boiLtt13 
from the shore alongside of‘ t h e  ship the 1st day of April. Dr. Bessels 
sent off’ Mr. Meyer and Mr. TYSOU, as I understood, olr a musk-ax 
hunt,. But still he was going in the bmts  \\?hen they wore ready. Tho 
Bsquin~aux went too, and Meyer went along under Bessels’s instruc- 
tious, and was gone some time. I belie170 his report, reudered to m0 
when lie returned, is somewhere in the papers. They were gone quite 
a while, and, as I understood, reached the latitudu of 820 9‘. When 
they came back I asked Captain Tyson why he didn’t go further, as 

Conantanding United States rSteumer Polaris. 
‘6 To Dr. ENIL BESSELS, 

29 N 
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they had killed twelve musk-ox during the cruise among them, and 
had plenty of dog-food and whatever they chose to have from the ship. 
‘He said he was out of fuel. I asked Meyer why he didn’t go further, 
and he said that he went as far as he wanted to ; that he didn’t choose 
to go any further. 

On the 1st of April we took the boats from the shore alongside of the 
ship on the ice? and Mr. Chester went to work on his to fix it to suit 
himself. Captain Txson, with the carpenter, went to work on his. 
There were two four-oared boats. They got them in perfect order to 
suit themselves for the expedition, and I supposed and understood from 
the others that we should have to make such a journey, or undertake it, 
if a t  all, with boats. The sledding was then wearing away very fast. 
The snow was going from the land, and it would be bare in ;t very short 
time if they didu’t take advantege of the spring. They fixed them up 
and were readg, I told them to have them ready bj7 the 1st of‘ May, and 
they would have been ready. They had every convenience that, could be 
got up, even boxes for the chronometers, a soundingline of 2,500 fath- 
oms on each boat, reeled up on the stern and all rigged for that pur- 
pose. Somewhere after the 1st of June we sledded those boats up to 
Cape Lupton. I can’t exactly recollect the datep. Mr. Chester started 
first, aud got a short distance, when he unfortunately lost his boat, with 
nearly everything i n  it. The ice ran over him in the tide-wag. It was 
no fault of his. He was doing as he thought best, and as well as any 
’man could do under the circumstances. He came back to the ship, and 
Captain Tyson got an opening after that, and got up as far as Newman’s 
Bay before Mr. Chester overtook him. Mr. Chester got back to the 
ship and rigged the canvas-boat and started again. We could not 

spare the other two boats in  case they might be lost. After Mr. Chester 
left that time I heard no more from them for some time. 

Tho ice broke on the outside of the berg, and I found that my saw 
which 1 had made here could not work. I cut one of the RBWS over 
that day, rigged derricks, and went to sawing three or four days and 
nights as long as we could stand it, ahd sawed the ship out clear of t h e  
berg sud got uucier way immediately. I supposed the boats had got 
some ways north, and I wanted to overtake them if possible. 

We had a very heavy gale of wiud. The ice came up ; there was no 
going any further, aud I could not have used steam ; if I had I would 
not hare done much better, the gale was so heavy ; I carried sail very 
hard and got her up some distance ; the pack was forming anti the gale 
still continuing ; I ran back under the berg waiting for a better chauce. 
I made three faithful trials and found I could not get any further north. 
I only used steam.once. After the first trial up, two of the men came 
back from Newman’s Bay after some provisions-Herman Siemans aud 
Robert Kruger. Then I sent Hans a m y  with a i;ote to Mr. Chester, 
ndrising him to come aboard, as, if there was no chance to  get north, 
we might save some fuel, and I thought then we could get north under 
the circumstances as quickly as the boats could. But he could not get 
aboard with the boats, and he sent back word to me to send him back 
the men. Piually, the doctor came back with Hans and staid, aboard 
after that for some reason or another. I don’t know why he cawe back. 
I wrote to Mr. Chester, 8s I Say, to that eiYect, that I thought he had 
better come aboard and we would try to pump the ship, and, if there 
was an opening to get uortb, we would go. Be  sent word hack by Hans 
t h a t  he wished I would send On0 of his men back a t  any rate, that it 
woultl be sorue time before he could get down, the way the ice was. I 
scut thein back with what provisions they could carry, and sent him 
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another letter, telling him how the ship was situated, and i> he saw a 
chance to go; I should recornmeud him to go by all means, or Borne- 
thing to that effect. After that  I heard no more from them, but thex 
came scattering back Tyson came firet after landing his boat on 
shore. I left i t  to their option to do after that  as they thought proper. 
They went away the 8th of June, I think. Mr. Chester left the ship a t  
that  time, aud he got back somewhere about the 22d of July.  They 
were gone from a month to six weeks. Ho and Herman Siemans were 
the last to come back. They staid to get their boat ashore. She was 
on the ice when the others left her. 

(&iestion. What did SOU do then after they came back? 
Answer. I really could do nothing; there was no cliance to get the 

ship away. Mr. Chester Came back about the 22d of July, and I never 
got a chance to get away from there. We had good lookouts from the 
top of the bill every day, and somebody was up there with the glasses. 
Hans was my main dependence for that. IIe was very faithful and 
trustworthr, reporting the ice, and even took pains to draw a chart 
of where the mater arid ice mas while he was there. I fouud that I 
could not stay another wiiiter, with what coal we had, and a leaky 
ship, and I spoke, to nr. Bessels to give i t  to me in writing. It wras his 
opinion that PTe had better come home, as i t  was mine, and I \~~aiited to 
have it in writing, but he put it ofY, and I finally dicldt say much more 
to  him, or nothiug more. We sawed her out dear of the berg, and 
started on the 27th June  to go north. I had to work prett8y hard saw- 
iug. My hands were so blistered that I could not hold on to the  ropes. 
Every man n7as a t  work on board except the second engineer, mho mas 
attending to the donkey-pump. When I was out tliere I had no w i t -  
men aboard, with the exception of Morton, and one other to steer. 
That was the cook j the others didn’t know anything about it. I did 
all I could to get the ship north, but failed. Wlien we were trying to 
get north the first time under sail, we had the wiud right down north- 
enst. The southerly winds, as ROOU as it breezed up at all, would set 
t,he ice into Polaris Bay, SO tliat i t  was impossible to get out of i t  a t  
~ 1 1 .  The northeast winds opened the ice most  where we were, but  they 
drew right down this channel above US. Where we lay they dreR1 off 
the land, and as you came to Cape Lupton the ice was tight. Layiug 
ill Polaris Bay SOU would see the ice outside of you, and anybody 
would naturally suppose yo11 could go up, but the ice swept by the 
point so that the boats could llot get down. It was so close to the 
shore from Xewman’s Bay I could not get up. I thought I sar ve 
shouid never do much more there by staying there another minter in 
taking observations, and OIN year was about enough, as I considered, to 
take what observations we Could there. I didn’t see that I could get 
any further north. 

After the whole of the boat-crCWS got aboard, which was about the 
22d July, Mr. Chester and Herman Siemnns beiiig the last, we did 
nothiug but watch the ice for a chance to get out. Before they 
oaine,it took me all the time to keep her afloat. Shewas jammed 
ashore four or fire times. After they came, I had men enough to man 
the  pumps with proper reliefs, aud then I waited my chance to get out. 
On the 12th of August we started. Wo steamed down to that Iittle 
island marked on the cbtirt, near the west shore, and there we 
stopped for a short time, aild drifted through between the two. 
islands that you see on the chart, and after getting through a, lit. 
tle wztys, we got another lead and worked down to mliere we were 
finalIy beset. My  orders to the officer on deck were to work iu to the 
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westward with every lead they conld find ; but they were too fiivor- 
able to the eastward, and we could not find any lead to the westward ; 
every lead appeared to favor a little more to the eastward. We 
either had to stop in our progress or take those leads; but every- 
body was anxious to get along, and, fiually, me came to a block 
about 12 o’clock of the 15th of August. I think i t  was in the latitude 
of 800 2’. We made several trials to get her in-shore from there, but 
without success. Xvery time I tried, it cost me some 4 or 5 tons of conl, 
and I saw the thing was impossible to get her awaF from there. She 
finally froze in. We drifted gradually through the rnonth of September 
and averaged a mile or two a day. After we got down toward the 
straits further, we took a faster drill, and, finally, drifted to the south- 
ward of Cape Alexander. We were somewhat south of that when tho 
heavy gale took us which parted us. We were anchored to the floe with 
the best hawsers we had, fore and aft. We were beset a t  the floe, I think, 
the night of the 15th ofAugust. We made a few trials and got a lead west 
from there, but nothing to speak of. From the night of the 16th An- 
gust until tho iiight of the 15th October we were fast to the floe. 
We had put up a tent on the ice, and framed it up by mortising into 
the ice, and got it covered with the awning. We landed Fome bread 
and things we could spare, in case me all wont adrift from the ship, and 
had everything else pu deck ready j whips were all on the yard j the 
boats both on that side j and we made every preparation w ~ c o u l d ,  really, 
to land on the floe. We had a sail drawn under the ship’s bows, tight 
under her keel-a piece of this awning-and picked all the old rope in- 
t o  oakum and shoved down through there, and took ashes from the gal- 
ley and put  it  on top. But in these nips she got ; she tore all clcar of 
the bows and left her leakiiig badly, and i t  took the stem, from where i t  
was cracked in the first winter, clear out entirely. All that was gone. 
I f  she had not been a11 uncommonly good ship she would have sunk 
right there j but the lining inside kept her afloat. She got some very 
heavy pressures that night. She was very strong in the bow, but was uot 
exactly the right shape. Where the crack was she was two feet through 
as far aft as the crack run. She was almost as strong as a ship could 
be made and stood as Inuch, I suppose, as any ship could stand j she 
stood more than most of them would. Few ships would have stood the 
pressure she did that night without going down immediately. 

We had drifted down below Capo Alexander that time, and I thought 
the ship was going clear and would come down BafXu’s Bay, as the 
party did on the ice, aud then get out in the spring all right and every- 
thing safe. I felt encouraged when we got to the south of Cape Alex- 
ander, and I am certain we should have done it if we had not got that 
heavy gale of wind from the southwest. A t  that time 1 had drifted the 
whole way down smith’s Sound, coming through the @traits in that tide- 
vqy and getting down in the north water among the bergs there. I 
knew we liad the water to contend with, more or less. We generally do 
have every year. Then we took this heavy gale of wiud. It had been 
blowing about t\VCnty-foUr hours before the 15th. About G 07clock 011 
the eveuiug of’ the 15th of October it wa8 blowing and snowing very 
thick. They reported to me in the cabin that the ice had cracked on 
her starboard side-the side0pI)osite the big piece that we had our house 
on. I went out and found that it had opened theu abomt two feet from 
her side add was setting Off VeTY fiabt. As the wind was very near aft, 
1 had an extra warp put out af t  and hauled the one forward tight. Soon 
afterward sho got a heavy pressure that came up on her staiboard side 
aud heeled her over to port SO that the rail was nearly onto the ice. 



REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY. 463 
Then it was reported to me by Mr. Schuma,n, the engineer, and Captain 
Tyson, that she was making Tvater very fast, and 1 ordered them to get 
the provisions and other things onto the ice immediately, which they 
did, aud carried them back as fast as they could. I hurried them up to 
get them back from the edge of the ice. There was one point astern of 
us t h a t  hac1 some on i t  and I was afraid it would crack off, as it did. 
Some of the men were on the ice and some on the ship. They were on 
the ice a greater part of t he  time. I noticed when the ship was getting 
a heavy pressure of ice grinding her there would be more on the ice 
than aboard, aud when she sIacked up there would be more aboard. 
Mi,. Chester worked very hard, and so did everybody else. Not far i’rom 
10 o~clook I looked and saw one of the aft anchors had jammed out, and 
the cleets aft  that I had used for the purpose of making the hawsers 
fa&, to were torn off, and both hawsers were made fast to the mainmast. 
I saw one of the ice-hooks was out on the floe, and I sent a man to cut 
another hole to put i t  in and another one onto the house to slack up 
that hawser that was fast to that hook. While I was looking at him 
cutting tjhe hole I saw the ice had cracked on the point where he m a s  
putting in the hook. 1 turned again and looked forward and saw that 
the mliole stem, where the warps were fast, was gone. That is to say, 
I saw that the ice to which the stem was fastened had broken off so 
that she was loose a t  the stem from the floe. I .east n1y eye forward 
atid saw that the warp was gone, and before I could say anything me 
were all gone-that is, the whde ship was loose. A boat lay across 
the crack and one man said, “What shall we do with i t 9 ”  I‘said, 
‘LHaul her out on the high hummocks;77 and that was all I could say 
to them. We were out in the darkness in a minute. I tried to get ;I 
light’ up, but I could not keep a light in the ship a t  all, i t  was blowing 
SO hard. We flew away there for quite awhile. I could see tlie ice to 
] ee \~& p i n g  as Sast as we were. Our propeller-wheel was full of ice, 
frozen solid, jainlned up. The machinery was all frozen, too. We had 
no water in the big boiler and no fire under the small one. The fire was 
built under, but the water was not hot. The engineer cauie and said 
that wc would hare to do something; that the water was getting into 
the fires as Fast as possible. We rigged the pumps on deck by turning 
tvdrrn water into them out of the boiler. They s ta ted  easily. We hat1 
been pumping with the bilge-pump and had kept free with that for a 
number of d:Lgs. We got the deck-punips rigged and all hands got to 
])urnping;. We h o w  blubber and pine doors and everythiug of that 
liind io to get steam up. We kept the big pumps going. We could 
not get the water off‘ the decks. The scuppers were all frozen, and the 
mater was above our knees at  the pumps before it would go out of the 
ports. We could not keep the scuppers clear on account of the snow 
and ice on deck. P e  mana’ged to keep the water from the fires finally 
and got the steam up and the steam-pumps going, and then we kept 
her free during the night. we Were drifting then to the northeast, until 
in the morning, when i t  became nearly calm and the gale nearly died 
away. When we parted from the ice v e  must have been about abreast 
O S  Littletoil Island. As near as IC could tell, I thought I recognized a 
berg that me went very Close to, fast to this floe that lay there d l  winter. 
Littleton Island is above Ournberland Island, about sixty miles, I 
tliink. Before the snow sef in I could just  see Northumberlwud Island- 
just before it was going to snow. That was two days before we sep- 
arated. 1 think it was on tho 13th. I conld just see Northumberliml 
lslancl in  the morning j then we drove back before the miud with that 
gale until we were marly abreast of Littleton Islaud, I should judge, 
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After we went adrift we drifted riglit into the northeast as long as 
the breeze lasted. I n  the inoruiug I unbent tbe foresail before clay- 
light,. It was a squiire foresail. I set the men all to making bags be- 
fore clarlight to get, out the coal from belov, so tliat we might use it if' 
we had to go OJI the ice. We had 110 otlier canvas. As it became 
light I saw we were north of Littletori Islaud about three miles, and 
aboiit three niiles from the shore, or not f'ar lroiu tbat. There was no 
lead when dajljght came. I could not spare coal t o  get steam on in the 
big boiier, aud 1 thought at, one tiinc i t  was best to take some of' the 
rigging ofY the mast, there being more than we wanted, and get the fire 
st;trted in that way and then buru some coal. I had j u s t  decided, 
Buowing I had to work quickly as we  mere slowly drifting off shore, 
n7he11 the wind came to the northeast and the ice began to slack right 
ill the directiop we wanted to go and no other. I got sail on and got a 
little steam on the small boiler. We would get a three.minuts turn be- 
fore the steam would run out, and I worried he? inshore. We  got her 
within about twice the ship's length of the shore, I should say, or per- 
haps a little less. We came to the shore-ice as she took the bottom. 
The ice Kas frozen to the shore. It was the top of high water and the 
lull of the n100n. A t  low nwter she was hard and last and fell over on 
her side as far as she could go. Nest day we took :t look a t  lier bows and 
fouud it was impossible to do anytbing with her uucler the circumstances; 
and ~e saw i t  was too far aloug then to repair her, if' we hac1 had the 
means, and oonld have got her to a proper place ewn.  

We took our spars and sails ashore and went to noxk a t  the house, 
landed all the provisions aud everythiag that was in her pretty much, 
and made her fast and solid where she lay. We had great help from the 
Esquiniaux in doiug this with their slctls and dogs. Next morning after 
ne got there, two came. They worked all thy. They c:~nie from Etah, 
about six miles off, on the ~uai111:incl. I really doii't linow how they 
come to discover us first. The first I saw was early i u  tho inoruing ; thcy 
were hsllooing, and they came off' and provcd to be some of' Dr. Eane's 
acquaintances. I set them right to work aud they woxked fhithfully, 
and went back again and promised to briug tlie rest. I told them to 
bring all the men there was there. Accordilig to what I hac1 heard of 
them I thought they would not come. I paid thein very well, and the 
next morning seven came with six sleds; they worked faithfully as long 
as me stopped there arid as  long as we wanted them sledding the things 
ashore. We got ashore on the shore.icc. j i t  was grounded where t h e  
ship took the bottom. That point was the onlj- place along there-I 
believe about the only plilce where we could have got anythiug on the 
beach. When the gale died away the next moruing, after w e  broke 
adrift, me used our sails. We only used the steam for pumping, and 
what little we could spare to help her around a point or through a streak 
of light ice or something of that kind. We had no ryater in the big 
boiler at all and had no steam on except from the small om, and we got 
some help on that to help her along. Soiiietirnes we would cut through o 
point of ice where it W ~ S  light. It took us from tho time we got started 
until 4 o'clock in the afternoon to get in there, about three miles. I I 
think we started about 9 o7clock. 

Question. Could you recognize the floe at all from which you had 
broken adrift 1 

Answer. No, sir j 1 had the best lookouts at the mast-head, Mr. Chester 
and nenry Hobby ; they could not see auythingeren with the best glasses 
in the ship. I had them up at daylight, lookiug for the men; they could 
not see them. They thought they saw some provisions on the ice, but 
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they could not tell. We kept a regular lookout for them but never saw 
them. When we started to OOIIIG down we thought we were about three 
niiles north of Littleton’s Island and about three miles from the shore. 
We came down under sail with what little assistance we could get from 
the steam with the small boiler and weut in about two wiles north of 
Littleton’s Island, at a poitit known as Lifeboat Cove, of Dr. Kane’p. 
Our vessel grounded about twenty rods from the beach, and just %here 
we reached the ice and were able to geb ashore b.-j the shore-ice. 

Question. A t  the, time you turned in toward shore there J-OU had these 
lookouts at the mast-head P 

Answer. Yes, sir j Mr. Chester mas aloft nearly the whole time from 
the time we started in, after me got started first, until we got ashore. 

Question. You did not see these men nor any signs of them 1 
Answer. No, sir. 
Question. Bow was the atmosphere? 
Answer. Quite clear, that day. 
Questiou. No wiudf 
Answer. It breezed up iu the afternoon quite strong j northeast. 
Secwt:iry XOBESON. About what  time did you xuake the shore 1 
Answer. Not far from 4 o’clock; it was j u s t  gettiug night in t%at lati- 

tude. X .judge that was the hour; I didn’t look, but I think I hare heard 
tlietn sag it was about 4 o’clock. I hac1 consic1er:tble other thiugs to  
tliiuk of at that time instead of looking. 

Question. If you had seen the men could you ha-re got to thwn in the 
ship1 

Ausn7er. Never, sir. It was all she could do to get ashore. If we 
had been out another night I don’t know what  the result mould have 
been, though we had a moon and perhaps could have worked somewhere. 
WO lilight have got to a heavy floe. The ice me mere in then was not 
fit to  land anything ou. We had either to get to a heavy floe and get 
OlJto it, or else get to the  Shore, or the ship would sink. MTe couldn’t 
l)iimp her to keep her afloat j she mould have sunk in a very short time. 

(,?,uest8ion. Had any of the Esquimaux seen the inen on the ice at all ’? 
A11swer. No, sir. I iiiquirecl of every party that caiue. I thought 

th(Ay wight get ashore to the south of us, and then, by the aid of the 
E:sq1jin1aux, I should hiLve fonnd out and got them. I mado particular 
inquiry of every party which I found out came from Cape York, or near 
there and np to where we were, and I came to the conclusion the party 
was not on that shore at  all, and that possibly they might be picked up 
on the other shore, as McOlintoc? and De Raven had drifted down there, 
au(1 swept close into Cape Walsingham. Whakrs geuerally have done 
so.  hen Chester thought he saw the provisions on the ice, it TFPS to 
the southward of‘ us. Wheth3r he was mistalren or not I canuot day. 
I thought there would bo dogs, and he would see them ruuni~ig about. 
I asked him if he m w  any, and he said he did not. There must ha-ro 
been some dogs there on this piece Where the provisions were; possibly 
thero might not have been any, but the last I saw nearly all the dogs 
mere 011 the ice. 

Question. How high was that ice above the level of tho sea, that they 
were on d 

Answer. I should thiuk tho highest part may have been fifty feet. 
Question. Did Chester see this piece with the provisions on it in the 

morning 9 
Auswer. Yes, Rir. 
Questiou. Wore there any high hummocks or peaks of ice between 

you and where this was1 



466 REPORT O F  THE SECRETAXY QF THE NAVY. 

Answer. Yes, sir ; to the south of us appeared to be all ice. Down 
for a little ways i t  would appear t o  be completely t i gh t ;  as near as he 
could tell, it seemed A firm pack. There were a great many bergs 
grounded, and some hummocky ice. Bergs were very plentiful. 

Questiou. How high are these hummocks 9 
Answer. Some would be from twenty to fifty or a huudred feet high. 

There mere some very high places on the floe the men were on, and 
some very low. Where the house was, it was between two hearj- 
ridges. 

Question. Was there any refraction in the atmosphere that morn- 
ing ? 

Answer. I think not, sir j it appeared to be a very clear morning. 
Question. How far were you from shore, according to your estimate, 

when you broke loose from the ice ? 
Answer. Really Icouldn’t tell, but I shouldn’t think wewere but a short 

distance from Littleton’s Island, by the bergs. When i t  came morning 
I could not see any bergs any distance from Littletods Island off-shore. 
Uhester thought he recognized a berg we were close to that night, and 
one or two others, and I think I did while we were drifting fast to this 
floe. Then a few minutes after we broke 
adrift we were by a large berg, very close ; so I should say we mere 
quite close into Littleton’s Island when we broke adrift. 11aq once 
before we went adrift, thought he 8aw the land close to us, but I think 
it was a berg. 

Question. How do you account for not seeing the people on tho ice B 
Answer. Really I cannot say, sir. The lookouts, 1 a m  sure, did the 

best they could to aee them, aud how it was I. do not know. I shall 
never be able to tell, unless they were behind some hummock or soine 
berg. If they saw us, however, we ought surely to have seen them. 

Question. You think if you had seen them you could not havereached 
them ’P 

Answer. No, sir j we would not have been able to hare got to them. 
I supposed, with the boats and everything of that kind, that they would 
have beeu able to have got to  u s  better than we could get to them. I 
saw oue of the men in New Pork, and he said t h a t  the pack-ice was so 
bad that they could not get &way, though they tried to. But I really 
could not get that ship where they could uot get with a whale-boat. I f  I 
should have got steam ou and tried to steam to them I should have torn 
her all to pieces, and then perhaps never got more than half way to them. 
I asked the secoud engineer that day how much coal it would take to 
get steam under the big boiler. He said iioarly all. We found that 
there mas from five to six tons when we got i t  out of the buoker. 

When I rau the ship on shore two miles north of Littletou Island a t  
Lifeboat Cove, she took the bottom j u s t  about the time she took the 
shore-ice, so that y e  had direct communication witlh the shore. We 
commenced immediately to hoist out the coal below that remaiued there 
and getting the stores ashore. We took down the sails and spars to 
make a house, and Mr. Chester commenced on the house with 8ome assist- 
ance, and I commenced. getting the coal, provisious, aud other articles 
ashore and made the ship fast and solid where she lay to tho grounded 
ice on the shore with heavy hawsers and cables. After that we drove 
ahead as fast as we could finally got ever;rthiug arranged for the 
wiuter. Got a galley-stove and cook-stove on deck and took the cook- 
stove ashore. This w8s the OUlY low place along there. It so happened 
that me got in there a t  the oulS Place we could have got in. There w e  
lived very comfortably through the wiuter. 

We passed very close to it. 
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It was twentyfour hours or thirty-six hours before we saw the na- 

tives. Only two mado their appearance at first. I set them to work 
that day, the second after we reached shore. They worked all day, and 
at night when they went home I paid them for their services with 
knives and files, and I gave them a couple of sword-bayonets. Next 
morning they brought in seven natives and six dogsleds and they all 
went to work then. We got everything of every character but of the 
ship. We took a11 the coal, all the provisions, all the implements, and 
all the records that I knew of‘, on shore. The records were in a box. 
There were a few of them that were not taken ashore a t  that  time, but 
they were taken ashore during the winter. The ice held firm all winter. 
We were about twenty rods from the shore. T think we mere about 
four days at it, #from the t ime we began, iu getting the things on shore. 
Meanwhile the house had been built of spars and bulk-heads of the 
rooms helow torn out of the ship j me used the ceilings in the rooms 
below. The spars were laid on and covered with sails, double. MTe were 
fourteen, all stold. We then made arrangements for the scientific opera- 
tions, and some two or three men went over to Etah on a hunting escur- 
sion to try to get some deer j that  isan Esquimaux settlement, about six 
mites from where we were, and I beliere i t  is the most northern one on 
the coast. There are a few houses only there, but nobodj inhabited 
them while we were there. We had flour, bread, Iuclian meal, some oat- 
meal, some potatoes, canned meats, salted meats, and dried apples. We 
had a good supply, but the only thing we had more than me needed 
was dried apples and potatoes. A great deal of provisions had been 
lost overboard at the breaking of the ice, I suppose, though I don’t 
know how much. It was all put on the ice ; I suppose some oue put i t  
there, but I did not see it. I never aaw muoh of any that was lost. It 
was afloat on the ice t’he last I saw. There was a great deal put over- 
board from the ship at night, and when the ship broke away some of i t  
broke apart. The part that was aft broke away. 
I havegot a list of very near the whole of what was put on the ice here; 

(presenting a list j )  the list was entitled a9 fOllO\TS : “The follon7ing is a 
list of provisions wid articles put upon the ice before the ship broke 
away, as near as I can come to it.” This list is written by Joseph Mauch, 
the who acted as clerk, and written out at riiy dictntiou soon after 
we got on tile shore. I had a pretty good run of all the provisions, a d  
I took down a list of them. as near a s  I could tell by what was left,-- 
(The list above referred to  Was myrked by the secretary “No.  7, B.”) 
There was nolie of the pemmican k i t ;  it mas all put on the ics. 

The next day after we grounded, Mr. Chester, myself, and several 
others, and, I believe, tliedoctor, flXalniUed the ship; also llr. 12r~7e11, and 
I do not know but t he j  all dit1 j but both Mr. Uhester and 1 macle an 
official examiliation to gee the conditioii she was in. Her stem was gone 
from the 6-foot mark down about as low as  we could see, arid the mood 
ends torn off and a good mmy of tlieui broke. The &foot niarlr is six 
feet from the bottom of t h e  keel, up. It is the 6-foot draught iiinrk ; 
from that poiut the whole front piirt of the ship was goue. The plat~ks 
were sprung out ; the hole was liot through, it’ it  had bceu she would haw 
sunk immediately, of course, but the ship was lined imide;  t h a t  and 
the timbers kept her adoat. The space masclear down as far as we could 
see, about thrcu feet; that was elltirely gone and showed \\?hilt ll1USt bo 
belorn from nrhatt%%ts above. The wood ends of the p l ~ ~ k  had spruiig 
out from the stem. The stem \)elo~- was broken aud gone j we lost, tliat 
part of our stern the night of the nip, t h e  16th of October; the rtrm 
had been broken before. We had sails 011 tho bon7, and otkuu was shoved 
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i n  betweeu the sails; that was all carried away by the storm. She got 
a heavy pressure from the ice, and oue of the seamen told me a t  the 
time that the stew must be gone. Some considerable darnnge was doiie 
tliere before the 15th of October. 

Part  of it was gone the last we saw of i t  before that, which was when 
we were getting the sail on the bows ; perhaps from the 1st of October 
to the latter part of September j I don’t recollect exactly. She had not 
got pressure between that time and the night we parted on the ice. I 
suppose the stew. went that night. The ship did riot get nipped after 
she had broken loose from the ice that night. She drifted and came up 
to light ice after that, and the wind died away shortly afterward. I 
could not see any means of keeping her afloat under the circumstances. I 
think if we had had coal, and any kind of clear weather, we might have 
lrianaged to pump her out and have got her afloat and taken her sotne- 
where else, perhaps, where we might have fixed her; but under the 
circumstances we could not get anywhere else, and we could not fix her 
there. We had one small boiler, with an engiue, aboard ship, which we 
used for pumping, which would burn about as much coal as a small 
stove. We could not keep her free without using steam. The night we 
went adrift we were pumping as hard as we could, and mere just able 
to keep her up long enough to keep the water out of the fire until we 
got steam up under’the small boiler. 

I did not hold any formal survey over the ship to  see if she were 
sea-worthy, uncler the circumstances, as the ice laid around her so that 
we could not ; she was frozen clear round so that there was no chance 
to  examine her at all. After the first day she was really in a condition 
wbere we could not do anything ; we could not have done anything mor0 
with her, under the circumstarices ; we had only from five to six tous 
of coal; w e  could not any more than have got steam up with that ;  
we went into winter-quarters; me did not have any consultation 
previous to that as to what to do; we did all that was left to do. 
It was everybody’s opinion to do then what we did do. The coal that 
me took ashore we used as fuel‘ We had one small stove and another 
cook-stove besides. The scientific operations were carried on during 
the  winter. Hourly observations were t’aken nearly all the time with 
the thermometer and barometer and as to the velocity of the wind. 

I think it was four nights I staid aboard after we got the ship 
ashore, while we were taking the things out. The ship’s crew staid 
ashore oue night before I went there. The ship a t  low water was very 
much on one side, and we could not stay aboard very well, and went 
ashore a t  once. We got sowe fresh meat during the winter Srom the 
natives. I believe we never got any hares or rabbits in the fall st 
all. Two or three parties went out, but were uusuccessful. They got 
several foxes during the winter around the house. We got no more 
musk-oxen; there were none down there a t  all. We got one reindeer in 
the spring, and several rabbits, large white hares. W e  got no fish. 
We got some large Seals from the nativw, and several parts of seals. 
The natives visited US during the winter from Etah atid below. I think 
they came from the lower settlements toward Gape Pork. I think all 
the meu, a t  any rate, that were there that winter, and the biggest part 
of the women, came to see US. I have got a list of something like a 
hundred who were there. That list i s in  the journal. They didnot  
speak English. There was a family from across on the west side came 
from down where the whalers had been. I could converse with thein 
understandingly, and they interpreted to LIS. I could not converse with 
the Cape York natives at  d l .  This f m i l j  from the west side staid with 
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us all the winter. The family coris;sted of a man, wife, arid t8mo chil- 
dren. The nian went a good deal to hunt. I don’t kuow whether he got 
aiigthirig much. They did not kuow Joe. They came fro111 farther north 
than he did. We staid there until the 3d day of Jiiue. We 1 1 ~ 1 1  inter~cl- 
et1 to leave the first, but that1 ws Suuday. l\londiig i t  blew too hard. 
Tuesday we left. I iriforined the Whole party that I wanted to be reitcly to 
leave the 1st of Julie, anti me Iliade thibt arri~ngemeiit. We co~~ineiicetl 
building boats in April. The coldefit mouth we had thwo  \vas Febru- 
ary; that is, I think the thermorneter rairged tlie lowest that mouth. 
It began to moderate about April. There mere some mild days in 
March, but very fow. The boats were built of the ceilings of tlie wbiu.  
BJ the  ceilings I mean the inside wills, thc S ~ ~ ~ ~ I I I O I I S ,  &c. MI-. Oilester 
conducted the boat8-building ; the carpenter a i d  Joliri Eooth helped him, 
aud some of the rest-Mr. Ode11 atid others. The boats were 25 feet 
long, and 5 feet beam aluidships, and flat-bottometl, They had 110 keel. 
mTe ased inasts arid sails. ’ They sailed very \re11 with ftiir wind. 

Nothing uotable h:tppeued during the miuter, other than I hare de- 
tailed, that I recollect,. We kept a log that coutaius a general sniriioary 
of ever3 thiiig that happened. We kit Lifeboat Cove 011 tlic Yd clay 
of June. I 
never expected to get any farther tlinu Capo Yorlr to meet tho  whalers. 
I knew they always came that ~ a y  and had for years. We came pretty 
near being too late for them as it was. Seven had gone down belore we 
got there, and there were ouly three others. It is the custoin of whalers 
to follow up t he  fast ice through Melville Bay by Cape York 011 the east 
side j and sometimes they have to  go to the north of tho Carey lslar~cls, 
aud theu cross over tho west side to the mouth of Lnncaster Sound. We 
expected to catch thew as the3 weutup on the east side. We had a w r y  
passable sort of a time, aud got down there very slowly but snrely. W e  
stopped at Hacklnyt Island, which is ofY Northumberlaud lslautl; from 
there \ve got on to Northumberland Islt~nd and stoppcd oiie or tFo uights. 
After learing that island w e  Caliic across to  Cape l’i~rrg and came i~long- 
the  east shore, across the sound to  Cape I’axry, alld woriieti alorlg tbat 
shore. The iiext move we iuade we got clown to Cape WaIsiitghaiii. 
We stol~ped at Dalrjmple Islaud, adjoining Walsiiigha~n. Prom there 
we got :icross to Conical Rock. ‘1 hat is still farther down 011 the east 
side towhrd Cape York-I suppose itboat iilteeu or twenty miles iiorth 
froin it. \Ye stopped there two nights iintl not far from two ( iq-s before 
we got started agaiu. Then we were ou the ice until the 23d of June, 
aud then we raised this ship about twelve miles og. we were tlicn 
about twcnty-$ve miles south Of Cape York. There was a good deal of 
ice butween 11s and Cape York. The fast ice was in here. W e  did not try 
to get in. We made it straight course aloi1g t~ l e  fast ice from Cape 
York. We clirl not put in because I was awar8 that the ships kept1 the 
fast ice alongside of them, kilowing thiit the sliips always kept the f:& 
ice, and coming up till they got so they coillcl cross over to the west- 
ward. We raised this ship itbout twelve iiiiles 0jf, : I I I ~  soon after seeing 
her we saw men coming toward us  oil the ice froill her. T h e ~ * h d  seen 
us first. We had heulecl up our boats or1 the ice, couiing to stop, :uid 
welit into eiicanipnient there, w a i t i ~ ~ g  for an opeuing, when we rdised 
this ship, aIid so011 after saw these men coming. S h e  WBS t \ d v e  miles 
off, ~ ‘ t 3  consitlored it. Tho inell took mhrtt they could, aitd 11” took 
what we ~:onld, aucl wo left the boats and weut to her. MTocalled i t  
twelve miles j it was a pretty tough WRY to go. We mere very kindly 
received aboard the .J.&tvcuscraig aud takuu >lcl‘OsS. Bhu got relioved 
on tho 4th of Jnly from whore she was, and got out into tho sailing 

Our idee for leaviiig so early was to get to the whalers. 
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mater, and crossed over to Lancaster Sound with both steam and sail. 
The Ravenscraig was a bark of about 400 tons, with steam-power, com- 
manded by Captain William Allen, from Dundee. The ship hailed from 
Eirkcaldie, but sailed from Duudee. When we got over to Lnncaster 
Sound, we fell in with the Arctic. After the first seven men had gone 
aboard the Arctic the rest remained a t  that time aboard the Itavens- 
Craig. A short time afterward we fell in with the Intrepid, sluotlier 
bark with steam-power, Captain Seuter, also from Dundee. Three of 
our men, Mr. Bryan, John Booth, and llauch, went on board of her. 
The Ravenscraig had poor accommoclations for so many men, and we 
were afraid the provisions would not hold out, and that is the reason 
they had to be provided for otherwise. 

On the 20hh of August following, the Arctic had completed her cruiso. 
She had a very successful one and was ready to go home; and these 
men who were left on board of the 13mwxxxaig were taken on board of 
her. W e  sailed on the 1st of September, and reached Dundee, I think, on 
the 18th, but I a m  not positive. We left. the Intrepid off Gape Clj-de, 
I think, or very near there. She was whaling; she lacked very little 
a t  the time of being ready to sriil. I expected as soon as she could get 
another whale she would be going home. There mere two other ships 
beside the Intrepid there that would bring tbe men home. Tho Eric 
only lacked one whale of being ready, and the Intrepid about the same. 
I never spoke to the men on the Intrepid after I went on board the 
the Arctic. She was in sight all the time ; she was not in any danger- 
ous 1)osition a t  all; all the danger of the voyage mas supposed to be en- 
tirely over. The Clyde is nearly opposite Discoe on the map, on the 
western shore. The whaler would remain north of Cape Walsingham 
until the micldle of October j then they will probably be carried down 
to Duudee by the Intrepid. When we parted with them they mere d l  
in good health. Mr. Booth was fireman. Maucb acted as clerk. Cup- 
tail] Hall took him for that purpose; and he did all the writing I had 
to do afterward. We arrived a t  Diindec on the 1Sth; then me were 
taken care of by the United States consul there and supplied with every- 
thing we needed. We went from Dundee to Liverpool, and from Liver- 
pool sailed in the City of Autwerp. 

I have a journal-here it is; there are several places there to which I 
wish to call your attention. (The jonrnal is produced, entitled, ‘‘ The 
journal of S. 0. Buddington; written by J. B. Mauch, from the death of 
the commander, Captain C. P. Hall, to the arrival ou board of t h e  S. S. 
Ravenscraig, at Kirlrcaldio.”) This journal was commenced after Cap- 
tain Hall’s death. Some of the first part of it was copied from another 
one that was kept iluriug liis sickness. It was written day by day as 
the events happened. The part of i t  that refers to the boat’s cruise 
after we left our winter-quartcrs at Lifeboat Core was written in pen- 
cil, and afterward copied into this book. The ship’s log was kept by 
Mr. Chester. It was kept originally in the regular form in the regular 
log-boolis. There were two of them. They are now up at Lifeboat 
Cove, in a water-proof package, wrapped in oildotli, and put awa’y in 
a oairn. Wo did not bring tliein with us on aocount of the size. Thoy 
were copied into one smaller joornal by Mr. Chester during the winter. 
This is a copy of the whole Of the log of the Polaris from the time she 
left until she grounded at Lifeboat Cove. I believe i t  is all Mr. C‘hes- 
ter’s writing. 

Mr. Meyer kept Captain Hall’s journal up to Disco, 1. believe, or up 
to winter quarters. He wrote very little in it himself a t  Disco. Dur- 
ing his sickness he read to  me what he had written, betweon spells. 
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Mr. 3Teyer kept i c  until we  got into winter-quarters i n  Polaris Bay, and 
after that he took it himself. He kept his jourual in it large book. He 
had three of thrm. I t  was put in a large japanned tin box, wit11 
all his private p i p m  and all his books of every description, locked up, 
aut1 set io one of the cupboards iu the cabin. I never knew it was gone 
until we were adrift ; that mas gone and everything elso there, or nearly 
so. I t  was there until w e  were puttirig the things out on the ice. MI-. 
Ihyw aud Mr. Meyer cleared out tlie cabin ; which of tliem put it over I 
dou’t know, It could not be found when we mere adrift; it  was put ou 
the ice. hIr. E r p u  will know how that was as  he put it over. There 
was a writingdc~k, besides; that went too. I don’t rightly kuow what 
that had in it. Joe once asked me 011 the voyage 
what it had  in i t ;  I told him that was soniething that would have to be 
settled after me got home. All of Captain Eall’s pnpers were kept in 
this box with tlie exception of what might hare been iu the writing. 
desk. It was quite a heavy box, and it was quite full of books; the 
books of ship’s accounts were all iu there, all his private letters aud all 
his journals of every kind that were aboard, except what was in the 
desk. They were all missing that night; they were put on the ice, I 
suppose. 1 did uot see it done, but they were gone. At  the time he 
died his papers mere in the room where lie did his writing. I saw them 
there after his death. There were several lying out on a table ,he had 
there. He had a small room where he used to do his writiug. Several 
of liiv papers were piled up under the table. There was uo examination 
made of his papers after his death. They were all put in this  box a t  
once, a8fter his death, or a very few days afterwards. Joseph Mauch and 
Mr. Morton liad had charge OK all his papers before that. 

Question. Were m y  of his papers burned 1 
Auswer. At  one time during his sickness we were having a talk to. 

gether about one thing and another. He said he had written a letter 
to rile and took it out. This was after he read his journal to me, He 
said he had writtell a letter to me, and he thought 1 hncl better not see 
it,; but if I. insisted, he would shorn i t  to me. I told him it didn’t make 
any odds. Ee thon said he thought i t  ought to bo burned, as he di(l 
not approre of it, and lie held i t  to the candle and burned it. I never 
knew \That was in it. He said he thought I hac1 better not see it, and 
therefore 110 burned it. This was between his first and last sickness, 
and (luring his lucid intervals.. K O  other part of the journal, or any- 
thing else, was burned a t  auy time, to my knowledge. ??early all of his 
loose papers were put in the box 1mriediatcly after his death. 

Question. W;LS his journal read about the ship 
Answer. It was read bj- Mr. Chester. Ho aslred me to look a t  it, and 

I let liiiii have it. I oiily l o o l ~ d  tit OIle stntement that Mr. Mepr put 
in. He read the whole of i t  to me. The captain had mentioned it to 
me that Meyer had written i t  and that he didn’t approve ofit exactlx. 
All the papers were in the box-every one that I kuew of-all his papers 
of every kind. The small bOokS, I think, (seven in number,) that he 
brought home with him from the sledge jouriiey, he gave to his clerk to 
copy. He was i n  the act of doiug thil t  during Uaptaiii Bdl’s sickiiess, 
and it w a s  fiuished after his death. lhesc coutniiied notes of’ his whole 
survey. This is the copy of the seveu s ~ n d l  books above ineutioiied. 
It purports to be 8 true copy from tho original of Captain Hall’s last 
sledge-party to tho north.:’ After Captain Hall’s death hi# clerk had 
charge of the books, witliorders to copy them. Ho filially had charge of 
them all the winter we were ashore, atldlast winter he copied them. They 
Were kept; scparato from (hptain Eltill’s other patpers. Fiually six of them 

I had locked it up. 
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mere put into a cbest where his other books are up there. This one I 
brought along. There were no other papers left there that were written 
on the vojage that I know of. If there is any ot,her writing up there I 
am not aware of it, with the exception of the log.books. There was no 
forffial exatniuation made of Uapt:iin Hall’s books, papers, and effects 
after his death. Nobody was appointed to examine them and seal them 
up, or anything of that liiutl. The clerk had lied charge of thein, and 
had stored them in the box. I nei-er tronbled tlicm in any shape or 
form. I never had occasion to refer to anything, and when I did auy- 
thing of that ltiiid I generally spoke to him about it, as he lriiew all 
about them. All his papers of every kind, except these small books, 
were put in that box shortly after his death, and remained so until they 
mere put on the ice. I dou’t thiuk it had been opened for several nionths. 
The key was among a lot of keys. I think Hannah had the whole of 
them. Slie had coutrol of the kexs and about everything Captain Hall 
had. Whenever I wanted anything out of the trunk I would go to her 
for it. I found the bundle of keys and gave them to Captain illcRitr:liie, 
who has them. I never heard of anything being burned except this 
letter that I epolte of. I don’t know what the letter contained. 1 never 
saw it. It was at his own option that he did it, 

Question. I want to call your atteutiou to the  time of Captain Hall’s 
death, and I want to get B distinct expression from you. Have you any 
reason to believe that Captain Hall died auything but a natural death 1 

Answer. I really have not. 
Question. Did yon ever think that he died anjthing but a natural 

death 
Aiiswer. I thought there was something -very strange about it. I 

could not believe but what he dit1 die A natural death ; but once in awhile, 
in thiuking it over, I thought tliere was soinethirig that appeared rather 
Sittppliir to rue; but I have told before wh;tt I thought. 

Question. Did you ever hare  any real reyon for suspicion 8 If  so, 
state it. 

Answer. KO, sir. 
Question. Did you erer hear him accuse anybody of poisoning him 

except when he was delirious 8 
Answer. No, sir, I think not; and then he accused almost everybody, 

though lie appeared to speak more against the doctor than any o m  
else. We hat1 a w r y  good crew. The mate, the second mate, the sea- 
men, engineers, firernen, cook, and steward did their duty €aithfully. I: 
iiever want to see any better tneu. J had 110 owasion to complain of 
them in auy shape whatever after Captain Hall’s death or before. 

Question. Did you hare occasion to complain of’ auybody else? 
Ans\ver. Yes, sir; sornewhat. 
Question. Let u s  hear all about it. 
Answer. Captaiu TSson. He was a man that was rather useless 

aboard, and colnplairled bitterly about the management gauerally. He 
did not appear to be satisEed with anything that was done. I would 
consult hitn on a Sl1llject and he would perhaps agree to it, and then 
afterward would say that he thought it was no us0 to do anything of 
that  kirid ; that  he h e w  it mas of no use. He generally acted in that 
way. I got so after a while that I did not pas ini~ch atteution to him. 
I advised with liiui rerx little after awhile. Dr. Bessels and I did not 
agree very well. Really 1 could not give any reasons more than I hare 
given iu my journd.  I aroposbd a sledge-journey iu the summer dur- 
ing the month of Ma,r, aiicl got defeated in it entirely. We dimgreed 
ou several poiiits iu regard to carpenter-work, L believe that was about 
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the whole of it. Homerer, we got along rery peaceabl~-, rind had no 
trouble to speak of. We had n o  ontbrealrs of ally kind. 

Question. Was there a n j  tlisagreernent after Captain Hall’s death 
between you aiid Dr. Bessels about what should be done‘! 

Anewer. So t  particularly so. It ma8 agreed he should go ou with . 
tile scientific operations, aid that I should take charge of the ship. I 
assisted him in every way I could in his scientific operations. I had 
everything done that it was possible to do. He nwer  wanted anythiiig 
but what was attended to immediately. The discipline of the ship mas 
very good. I had no difficulty whatever with the oftivers and crew that 
belonged to the ship. It was not SO good as it was before Captain Hall’s 
death. I t  mas felt that discipline would naturally have to  relax a little 
under such circumstances. But  there 
never was any work that ought to have been done bot was done readily. 

Question. Did you .have any disculty a t  auy t ime with Captain 
Hall ’! 

Answer. Yes, sir ; twice. We got under way from St. John’s about 
4 o’clock in the afternoon, just outside of the heads, and by some means 
or other thc steward went ashore and gave the kcys of the loclier, where 

. the tea and other tbings mere stomed in the passage-way, to Captain 
Hall, or laid them in his room, and we were under way coiniug out just 
outside of the heads a short distance, the decks all lumbered up, aid get- 
ting the anchors onto the bows, and the steward came to me and said, 
6 c  We will have to break open the locker and get the for supper, ils 
me have no tea out.” I said, “What  is the matter with the tea? ’7 He 
Faid he could iiot find the keys. There was a coinmou staple stuck into 
the locker. l t  was nof clinched. I did not think what I was  doing, 
nor that there \vas any harm in ib ,  aud drew it out with a marlin-spike, 
and let tho clasp off. Captain Hall felt very mnch offended a t  it, and 
gave me quite a lecture in regard to it. I apologized the best \ray I 
could, and firially i t  mas  all settled. The next difficulty masoccasioned 
by an unfortunate remark of miue. It was a rernark that was very fool- 
ish a n d  uncalled for, but it was not intended for his heariug. It \Y;~s 
made while in winter-quarters at Polaris Bay. Mr. Chester and Mr. 
Morton and Captain Tys011 and n~yself had takeit a glass of whisky 
that Ceptaiu Hall gave us that morning. We went on deck, and there 
a11 argument arose in regard to sledge-journeys. I got rather excited in 
the argument. I suppose the rest mere somewhat excited. IIr. Uhcster 
appeared to be somewhat so too, !ut I c:innot say as to that. HO is 
aboard here now. Hags was syeeping off the decks a t  the time. I will 
state that Captain Hall llad given me orders to save all the chips and 
shavings that might be around the decks. 1 went down into the corner 
d the house and Captain Hall w‘IS up  over my head. I did uqt know 
that he was auywhere about, and I said to Hays, “Save all these shav- 
ings and put them in a barrel and they will do- 1 might use the 
expressiou- 

‘~’ht! SECRETARY. Give the expression, if you please. 
WITNESS. The expression 1 made use of wm, 6, Thoy mill do for tho 

devilish fobls on the sledge-journey.” I had no idea Captaiu Elall mas 
about, and I was thunder-struck when I Sam him. That was the ouly 
time I ever touched h m  j I t  touched him in a very tender point. The 
reinark mas not intended for hiin n t  a ] ] ;  i t  was a very useless reruarlr 
and I was very sorry for i t  ; that was all. It was about the worst thing 
I could have said in his case, as he tvas very much in favor of sledge- 
journeys. 

That is the way I was situated. 
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I Quesbion. Was there ever any chance to get north with the ship after 
she got beset in Robeson Channel ? 

Answer. No, sir ; none that I know of. 
Question. Was there a consultation there by Captain Hall with Ches- 

ter, Tysoii, and yourself? 
Answer. Not with me;  I never heard of any. 
Question. With anybody ? 
Answer. No, sir ; not that I know of. There was something said after 

me got into Polaris B > L ~  about the chance to  get north. Captain Hall 
stepped u11 to the hill himself and looked a t  the ice and came back and 
decided that it was impossilie. He never asked me about going further 
a t  all, but told me that to end the thing he would make that his wiuter- 
quarters. 

Question. When yon first were stopped, and before SOU floated down 
to your winter-quarters, was there any lead into the westward ? 

Answer. We could riot find any; we tried,howe\-er. That is the 
way we got beset, in tryiug to get across to the vest side. Once when 
Captaiu Hall and Mr. Chester were on a floe, the ice opened a little j 
we hacl not steam on then, and if we had had I could not have left 
without him and without his orders to do so. I think w e  could have ’ 

got around that floe, but before they got back again the openiiig was 
closed so we could not start oyer there. 
* No conversation occurred in which Chester and Tpon expressed a, 
desire to go north while 1 expressed a disinclination. to do so. I 
nover so expressed myself. I have seen that report printed in the 
papers, but i t  is not correct. No man in that ship would ever so ex- 
])~ess himself to Captain Hall arid get along with him. 1 tliink I 
should be the last one to undertake to say auything of that kind. I 
did my very best to get the ship north. I never said anything about 
never going any further north. I never said that whoever wanted to 
go north might go, but I would not’. I never made use of that ex- 
pression iu my life. I never said so to Captain Hall nor I tliiiik to 
anybody else on board that ship. Captain Hall was a man who mould riot 
hear fiuch a plirase uttered by any one such as I have seen reported to 
ha1.e been said. I never expressed myself as being relieved when 
Captain Hall died. I never made use of such an expression ; I thought 
right the reverse, and I think so still, that I got into inore trouble 
through his death and had a great deal more to contend with twice 
over than if he had lived. 1 did make one remark after his death. I 
was aggravated about something, aud I said, while spealriiig about 
Captain Hall’s death-I do not know how it was brought in--I. said, he 
has got me into a fine scrape and has left me in it. That is all the 
remark I have any recollection of making after his death regarding his 
decease. It was very careless in m e  to make such a remark, but 1 was 
a little irritated about something that was going on at the time. I 
w a n t  by that remark that I hacl no\\’ the whole responsibility of try- 
iug to get through w t h  the enterpriae the best way I could. 

Question. Did SOU ever say to Henry Hobby, or any one else, “Henry, 
thwc’s a stone off my heart? 

Answer. I do not recollect of‘ ever saying such 8 thing, and I do not 
think I did. I am sure I never did. 

Qucstiou. While speakiog of Osptain Hall’s death, I mean. 
Answer. Yes, sir ; I understand. But I never did make use of such 

an cxprexsion. If I did i t  WRS foreign to mhnt I felt. 
Question. Did sou ever say, regarding the journal, or any part of it, 

, 
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that you were glad it was burned or destroyed, as part of it would have 
been unfavorable to you 9 

Answer. Sever. I never said anything of tfhat kind. All that  I 
ever spoke about was that letter that he burned, to Mr. Chester and Mr. 
Tyson, arid what Captain H ~ l l  said when he burned it. There 
might liave been other persons present wheu I mentioned it to 
these gentlemen. I do not know how that was. I do not kuow what 
was in the letter. I said that he had burned it up and that there might 
have been something in it against :ne, or must hare been. I do not 
know what i t  wa8 j but by the remark he made I thought there must 
have been something in it that referred to the remark that I had made 
and which I hare repeated here. There was nothing else that I knew 
of that it could possibly have referred to. If I had not mentioned &s 
dest,riiction to arty one, I do not think that any one would have known 
anything about it. There might have possibly been an Esquimaux 
Inan or wo~nan present at the time it took place; but I do not recollect 
anybody having been in there. 

Question. Did you ever have any digculty with the doctor ? 
Answer. Only once ; I. had a few words with him upon one occasion. 

I had been taking something to drink, and he said something to me re-' 
garding it. I just took him by tlie collar, and told him to niind his own 
business. That is a11 the difficulty I ever had with him; t h a t  is, openly. 
That was coming down out of Kennedy Oliannel, after we had started 
to come home. It was about taking soiiiethiiig to drink j that is all. I 
went to the aft batch to get something,to drink. He was  down there 
at tho time and made some remarks about it. I do not remember what 
be said, exactly; i t  was alcohol reduced that I was drinking; alcohol 
and water, 1 suppow. 

Q,uestiou. Was not the alcohol put on board for scientific purposes41 - -  
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. What did SOU drink that for 7 
Answer. I was sick and down-hearted, and had a bad cold, a,nd I 

wanted some stimulant-that is, I thought I did ; I do not suppose I _ _  
really did. 

Q,uestion. Was there any other kind of liquor on board Y 
Answer. No, sir j not that I know Of. 
Question. Were sou in the habit of drinking alcohol ? 
Answer. No, Sir. 
Quc?stion. Horn did it get into the after cabin 1 
Answer. It was brought U p  from the fore-peak. 
Question. IS tbat where it mas kept? 
Answer. It may have been liept in other places. 
~uest ion.  Horn was it  brought up t 
Answer. By myself. There was it half-pint bottle or pint,bottle full ; 

I canuot tell which. It mas avery sinall bottle. 
Question. Are sou  in the habit of drinking +? 
Answer. I make i t  a practice to drink but very little. I did take too 

much twice during this voyage, that  I remember: once the latter part 
of April, and on the Occasion I have just referred to, When I 80 in- 
dulged in the latter part of April, i t  was when we mere in minter-quar- 
ters. The ship was not moving then. The other t ime was t,he night 
that the Pliipt) got beset, corniug down IGnnedy Channel, the same night 
that  I had t h e  difficulty with the doctor; we werc tied. fast to the floe. 
I did not consider, however, that I WRS not in a condition to do my duty. 
I mcr~ ly  felt the liquor. 1 do uot think a stranger mould have seen it 
on m e  at all. I had drank occasionally before, but not to any excms, 

30 N 
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The liqtlors that went on board the ship were under Captain Ilall’s charge 
diiring his lifetime, and I had the keys after his death. They were in the 
magazine. They consisted of wine, whisky, and, I believe, some brandy. 
I think there was boxofbrandy there-alcohol, thelast winter, f‘owcans. 
I took two of them ; the other I do not know what the doctor did with. 
The two 1. took were taken out onto the ice and their heads knocked i n  
with a pick-ax. That was during last winter, after me had got ashore. 
We had those four cans left when we got ashore. I do not think it was 
colder a t  Polaris Biiy thiln at Lifeboat Cove. There was great deal 
more wind in the first winter quarters, heavier gales than in the last. In 
the last there was a steady breeze, but no r e r j  heavy gales. I n  the first 
q?arters there were some calm days, but the mind blew very heavily most 
of the time. There were musk-ox, a few foxes, hares, and lemings at 
Polaris Bay. There were Bratit geese there in summer, the kizigduck, 
a few snipes around the shores, and se\-eral land-birds and suow-birds; 
there were also some gulls. We saw 110 deer up there. Where we made 
our second winter quarters there were deer instead of musk-ox, and 
more foxes. We found rabbits, also. We saw very few rabbits uritil we 
got farther south. When we got there, there were more than we had 
m e r  seen before. We saw them on the hill-sides everywhere, and down 
at  Sorfhlick, and every island we went to. The men went around there 
sad found them very plentiful in the spring. A t  Polaris Bay there 
were mme flowers, sorrel, willow-, and stunted grass; aud titially we 
raised wheat there. I got i t  to growing. The head got ont of the 
barrel aad souie was spilled 011 the ground, and before we left there 
it had sprung up t’mo or three inches. This was during the summer. 
The. wnmer  began there about the 1st of June. There were some mild 
arid very pleasant (lays in May. I t  began to get very well settled about 
the,lsitt.ofJune. The ice did not make as a general thing a t  t h a t  time. 
It used to make occasionally in very calm days, but i t  generally went 
away when the s u n  came. The aurora borealis was very faint; there 
was more iu $he southern portion than there was farther up. We Saw 
shooting-starb very often at our second wiuter-quarters in the spring. 
While we were iu the boats me saw very few seals out ; but we tiever 
got a shot at one all t h e  way down that I know of. Our provision8 
held out well, and even if we had not seen the ship that resouetl us I 
think weeovld hare worked down tlo Upernavik. I have no reason to 
doubt it. I think we would have gotten there in about a month or two 
looger; pe lbps  iu  a shorter time. There were two whale-ships still t o  
come, .aud we might have met the Tigress or the Juniata goiug up 
there. This was the 23d of June. I felt confident at the time that we 
should get down all right. We hadn’t heard anytbing about our corn- 
rades that were left on the ice, uutil we got on the Ravch~is~ilig. None 
of ithe natives knew anything about them. I inquired of every oue 
who came to us all the winter through, and no one knew auything 
about them. 

 he people on board the Ravenscraig had heard of it at Disco. These 
papers that came 111 t h a t  box from England are all the papers that were 
preserved that I know Of, except what Dr. Bessels might have. Mr. 
Bryan and .Joseph M a d  have a journal themselves. I believe they 
lost the astronomical records of the first winter, I think Mr. Bryan 
said he .had nom. He lost hlS.journal up to that t ime on the ice, but 
Mr. Manch’s journal, I believe,. 1s entire from the beginniug; we did not 
leave any records lying about 111 the house that I am aware of; nothing 
that was valuable, at least; we wrapped up all of.Captaiu IIall’s printed 
books and put them into ;t large chest; also everything that 1: could - 
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find that was valonble; the most valuable books were put into a large 
chest and put :tmay. The logs were put into another cairn on t h e  11111; 
Mr. Ohester put them away in a box and tied them up ; I had them tied 
np and Lad an oil canvas wrapped around them, and then they were 
buried in the cairn. The books put into the chest were several charts 
and boolm of Captain Hall-printed books, his Arctic wgrks, principally; 
these were put in a chest and set back one Bide, with orders to the 
natives to  deliver them UP if a &hip came; me took away everything me 

. could carry with u8 in the boats; all the papers and records mere care- 
fully preserved; when we !eft our boats there were several things left 
the ice; uothing of this lmd, but some of the men’s clothing kind some 
cans of meat that me could not carry to the ship. 

Queslion. If sou had had the Polaris in good condition would this 
have been a good summer to have gone on north, as far as you could 
jlltlge from the appearance of the ice P 

Ansiror. Yes, sir; we could have gotten up Smith’s Sound, when we 
left there, about fifteen miles ; t h e  ice went clear across there then. 

Question. Har-e you auy iiieans of judging whether you would have 
been able to get farther nort’h than yon got the first year, if you had 
been able to remaiu t 

Answer. No, sir. 
Question. Would Newmnn’s Harbor have been a better place for you 

to winter than Thank God Harbor P 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Would you choose that place if you were going again-if 

you had to seek minter-quarters in that neighborhood ? 
Answer. Ires, sir j if I could not get on t h e  west side. 
Question. Would you rather winter on the west side t 
Al]swer. I should prefer that. 
Question. mThS 
Answer. Because there mould be a better chance to get north from 

that sicle, as far as 1 know. The land stretches somewhat farther nort,h 
when sou get on that side. 

Question. You would choose the wwstern shore to work up on8 
Answer. Not with the ship but with sleds. With the ship I mould 

take the eatst side. The tide sweeps strongly down the west side of this 
channel atid crosses down through Lady Franklin’s Bay, arid there ap. 
pears to be heavier ice than there is 011 the other. The current runs 
south nearly always; at the turn of the tide we would have a dight set 
t o  the northward for perhaps a half an hour or so, as near as my recol- 
lection goe8, then it mould start to the southwnrd again; and sotnetiunes 
it would not Btart again to the northward, but would slack and then 
start oil‘ south immediately, O r  very soon afterward. 

Question. In the mid-channel does it ever run to the north ‘B 
Answer. Very slightly, Sir, as far as I Icuow. I never saw it. 
Question. Did you ever have any northerly current after you mere 

out upon Cape Alexander. and drifted back to Littleton’s Island 7 
Auswer. I never p€SW3lVed any. It w m  the force of the wind that 

drifted 118. 
Queetion. Did you discover there any tidal wave from the Pacific? 

DO YOU know anything about that 7 
Answer. I could not say, but I have my doubts about it. This sketch 

of our journey, north by Mr. Meyer, is tolorably accurate. There are 
several of the lshnds oft’ Unpe Buckrier and OApe George BaCk that &re 
ilot correctly placed. Mr. Meyw and the doctor are capable of making 
a correct chart of the cruise, I dou’t know who else unless Mr. Bryan. 

4 
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As me went up Captain Dall said he recognized Cape Const,itution. I 
did not pay much attention to that ;  I was on the lookout ahead. He 
spoke to me one dag about Cape Constitution, and pointed in that direc- 
tion. I paid but little attention to it. When we passed Cape Consti- 
tution m e  saw the iand all the way u p  on both sides when i t  was clear. 
We had some fogs in S l O  20‘. Wheu wc passed along here where Kane’s 
open polar sea was laid down we found i t  to be a sound instead of an 
open polar sea. The laud stretches up a little to the eastward of north 
above Uape Constitution. The chart of Kane and Hayes is incorrect so 
far a s  the position of Cape Constitution is concerned and the lay of the 
land. The latitude I did not pay particular attention to find out 
whether i t  vas correct or not. When we were going up Robeson 
Straits me saw land on both &ides about Cape Lieber when it was 
clear. 1 think a person being a t  Cape Lieber could see the land on the 
other side of the straits. I saw it in the dark dags during the winter. 
1 rou!d see land across Cape Lieber and from off the ice. 

The straits there I should not call one inch over thirty miles. The 
degrees of’ longitude up there are about nine miles. A t  Cape Lieber, 
with weather clear enough to see Cape Union on the east coast, it would 
be impossible not to see the east coast unless there was fog there. I 
saw Cape Union from the Polaris several times. I saw it every time I 
undertook to go north. Its position is correctly laid down on the chart, 
I thiulr. All this land laid down ou this chart north of Uape Constitu- 
tion, up to Ilepulse Hnrbor on the east, is a new contribution to geog- 
raphy. I have never seen i t  down OD any chart before. It covers the 
place laid doivn in Kane’s chart as the open polar sea without any 
land there a t  all. I thought 1 also &a\T land to the north of Hall’s Land, 
northeast from Repulse Harbor, not laid dowii on Mr. Me~-er.’s chart. 1 
could not be posit,iw,,but I felt 8111’0 I saw i t  to the north, from the 
northern poirit rnnde by the Polaris, for I saw the land on t h e  western 
shore a long distance above Cape Union. I don’t thiulr I saw it as far 
as 840. I saw beyond Cape Union ; that is all. I think Cape Uriion, 
froin the Pdaris’s €arthest point, was somewhat further from us than 
w h a t  is laid down in Mr. Meyer’s chart here. It was not sufficieutly clear 
up there to get an observation. I do riot know what is the depth of 
water in Newman’s Bay. I n  wintering there I would expect to lie a t  
aiiclior on the north side. I did not go up there myself. I only saw it  
when I went upwith t h e  ship. 1 never left the ship. Captain Hall said 
when h e  vent up there and came back that it was his beliefthat we ought 
to have been in, and wislied we were there. He told uie so. I do not know 
whether he told any one else so or not. He said he wished we were there 
then. F e  moult1 have been more likely to have been frozen in there, 
but we would have been some thirty or forty miles farther north. 1 
think that from the records and the logs that liave been preserved, Mr. 
Meyer, Dr. Bessels, and Mr. Bryan can complete an accurate chart. 
1 hare been in those waters a great deal, and have had a great deal of 
experience iu those high latitudes. I consider it possible that the Pole 
can be reached by this route j but in getting a ship through this chan- 
nel that is now laid down and back again I think will be a dificult un- 
dertaking in some SeaSOns. In Some Sfjasons you might get the veRsel 
through so as to get up here on the west shore somewhere oud get a 
harbor, and I think tbst  by T?w?eT management sou might potssibly 
reach a very high latitude and possibly get to the Polo. I do not tbiu k 
ft should be attempted with one ship alone; I should recommend a t  
least three. Place one down upon Littletods Island, perhaps above, 
and another one on the western shore as far north 8s I could get it, into 
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a safe place; with the third I would proceed on as far as possible, 
haviug these two to fall back on as a means of escape. With the third 
ship I would push north, without looking behind, aid be prepared to 
abandon her up there; I should hardly expect; to get her out again. 
A pon’erful steamer, wit11 good sailing qualities, is what I ~ o ~ i l d  prefer. 
She ought to be a sllip of about 130 feet long at least and 450 or 600 
tons, on accouiit of carrying suEcieut coal. She ought to be 23 or 29 
feet of beau; somethirig like the T i g r e s s 4  have never see11 the Tigress, 
brit, I know pretty well what She is-or like t h o  Arctic for instauce. If 
the Arctic were stronger she mould be a splendid ship for such a pur- 
]Jose. I refer to Captain Adaim’s vessel, the one that wc caine honle 
in. She is a wooden ship, about what mould be needed,.but it would 
need of course to strengthen her ; she has greiit power as a steamer. 
Tlie temperature of t h e  water a t  Polaris Bay was about 29 iu the sum- 
liier, That mas the highest i t  got, I think. I do not recollect ever hear- 
jug of its being 30. I did not pay much attention, however, to that part. 
Whenever I made any inquiry about it the response was that i t  
mas 88 or 29. It would freeze over night when the sui1 was low. 
At Lifeboat Cove the character of the bottom where the ship lay was 
rocky, and between the rocks we would find a little mud, but that was 
all. P t  was all :I rocky bottom the first Tinter. As far as I know, the 
bottom was very soft and muddy. Once in a while there was a large 
rock. Itight where me lay there were very few rocks. 1 saw the bottom 
all the way off from t h e  ship a great mauy times as we were paddling 
off’ i u  clear water. There was some little grass-weed ou the bottom, but 
very little. Wlieu we were in our boats and making our escape from 
Lifeboat Cove I could never tell whether we were helped much or not 
by tile current. We either had a Pair wind and were going under sail 
0s else pulling. We pulled with six oars, suoh as they were, but me 
cli(1 not iueet auy current against us. If there had been very much of 
;I tide we would have known it. 

Xxuininutioit of Hubbard C. Chester. 

My 1iame is Hubbard C. Chester. I am thirty-six years of age. I 
was first mate of the Polaris. I have becii a whaler by profession. 1 
had been in the waters of HLdSO11’S a11d Behriug’s Straits befora I went 
on the Polaris expedition. I had never been np to BafGii7s Bay before. 
r went on the Monticelb, tllat took Captain Hall up into Hudsou’s Bay. 
I was mate of tlie BIonticello. That was in 1865. Oaptaiu Edward 
Chappel commanded tho I’esSel. I tlieu came home and went rotiud the 
Pacific. I had made one voyage before with tho same men and in the 
same ship. I went round Cape Horn in the Monticeilo. I was in 12ehriug’s 
Btraits one season. Tho I l e X t  season I was iiiate of the Peru. The next 
year I was mate of the Daniel Webster, of New Bedford, and the follow- 
iag Sear of the bark Bagle, also of New Bedford. They were all whalers. 
In the spring of 1870 I c a m  holm from there; €rom the Sandwich Is la~d8 
to Sau flraocisco, Rcross the coiltincut to  New York, and 1 think i t  was 
the latter part of August, 1Si0, that I engaged in t h e  expedition with 
Captaiu Hall. Captain Hall was looking around for 8 captain. Captain 
Chappel was tbe u a n  mlio callle on hero aud amisted liiiii in fielectiug 8 
vessel, &c. Bo is the 1 1 1 ; ~ ~  mho c!xpected to go. The reason, I believe, 
that  hn did not go was on account of his asking too large a salary. 
After Captaiu Buddiugton came homo, Captain Eld l  decided to take 
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him. I sailed with the Polaris from Washington, at this navy-yard, 
when she went out; froin New York on the 29th of June, and New 
Londoii on the 31st of July. We arrived a t  St. John’s on the 11th 
of July, I think, and left the 19th. From thence we went to Fisk- 
erriaes, where we arrived the 27th of July;  thence to Holsteinberg; 

, thence to Disco on the 4th .day of August j thence to Upernavik the 
2lst; thence to  Tessuisak, which place we left on the 23d of August. 
From there we made no stops. We  went on fron Tessnissk up Eaf- 
 fin'^ Bay, skirting west of Northumberland Island, up through Smith’s 
Straits into Smith’s Sonnd, keeping over toward the westward and 
coruiiig up north off’ Cape Napoleon. We made nearly a straight line 
across Srom .Cairn Point to Cape Hayes. V e  met ice off below Cape 
Hayes and Smith’s Sound. W e  then put to the westward in order to 
get round the ice, and steered for Cape Haps. We kept on up, and 
landed near Cape Hayes. Captain Hall and myself went in a boat to 
examine the bay and see if it would make a good harbor for the ship in 
case w e  were obliged to put back on account of meetiug with ice. Prom 
that point we kept close to the westward coast. We  passed by Cap6 
Constitution and passed through Kennedy’s Channel into what was for- 
merly called “I<ane’s Open Sea.” W e  steamed through that. We saw 
the land on both sides. We  passed Lady Franklin’s Bay. We mere on 
the east coast, and passed Lady Franklin’s Bay on the west. We 
passed up through the narrow channel, about fifteen miles wide, which 
is  now called Robeson Channel. I n  going from Disco up there we were 
from the 28d to the 31st of August. On the 31st day of August we 
made our farthest point noith. It vas pretty well through liobeson 
Channel-about the ceuter of the channel. Captain Hall told me at 
that time that he made i t  820 2G’. I believe it mas aiterward ascer- 
tained by Mr. Meyers to be S20 16’. After w e  passed Cape Brazier w e  
met  no ice, steering through open water. I forget the night or the day 
of the month i t  was that we passed the small island that is laid out 011 
the chart near the western shore above Cape George Back. We passed 
that a t  night when there was :t thick fog. We stenmcd slowly. Tho 
next moruing we were oft t h e  southern cape of the south fiord, as  laid 
down on tlie chart. That morning at 8 o’clock the Sog let up, and we 
BRW this land. We were so far to the east that me saw no opening to 
the north, and therefore supposed that w e  were in  the bay, the land 
being a11 plain in sight. There were quite a number of altitudes taken 
that morning at 8 dclock from the point where we found ourselves off’ 
the cape-the southern cape of the southern fiord. The fogs came on 
again, and me lay there until near noon. It then cleared up again. The 
vessel lay still, and we got ,z meridian altitude. From thence we steamed 
up toward the north, and we macle the opening which is marked on the 
chart as the opening of Robeson Channel to the north. We steamed 
up pretty near the east shore of‘ the chaunel. Captain Hall tried to land 
with the boat, I think, twice on tlie eastern sbore of Robeson Channel. 
On the 31st day of August, 1871, we  got to the highest point we made. 
The steamer was stopped. We could see through the chanuel, snd there 
was a \~ater.cloud seen--a dense water-cloud-to the north. 1 meari a 
cloud that denotes oped water. It is a sort of fog that hangs over the 
water. I tliiuk we coulcl have gone farther north from that point. It has 
always been my impression that we might have gone on. It was my 
watch below at the time. I heard them sing out to the man a t  the mast- 
head, and heard the man at the mast-head sing out there was a lead 
close to the land  on the east shore, and some one called me. 1 do not 
recollect who i t  was, but some one called me and said that Captain Hall 
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wanted to see m e  on the house. I went up, and when I got there the 
officers were all there; and the scientific corps. The names of those mho 
w r e  tliere are Morton, Tjson, Dr. Bessels, Meyer, Mr. Bryan, and 
Captain Buddington. The vessel was turned ro~ixid, and she was then 
headed to the south. Captain Hill1 said he wanted to get the opinion 
of the officers as  to what it was best to do. It was the opinion of some 
that there wasn’t any prospect of getting any farther. He didn’t say 
so himself. He asked each one his opinion separately. The opinion of 
Dr. Bessels was, I think, that  we had better cross the straits and try to 
get up 011 the west shore; and that v a s  the general opinion of the 
whole party. If‘ we could not get any iarther on this side i t  was 
thought better to do that than to keep south after we had reached 
higher latitudes. The idea was, to work up on the west side of the 
straits ; but in going across that bay, when near the middle of the chan- 
nel, the vessel was likely to get beset in the ice. I did not go to the 
mast-head. I only know what I heard the man sing out from the mast- 
head ; but my opinion was that we had better go on where we were- . 
on the east shore. I don’t recollect exactly what I said. I think they 
came to the conclusion that they could not go any farther on the east 
shore. Then the opinion of the party was that we should try to cross 
the straits and get up the west coast if possible. This was the opinion 
of Ur. Bessels ; tho opinion of Mr. B r p n ,  1 think, was tho same ; that 
of Mr. Meyers also. I thought me should try to push up on the east 
side. I think I told Captain Hall that it would be better to try and 
push up on tbat  side, and if me couldn’t get up there, then cross and 
try the west side. Tyson’s opinion, I think, was. the saute. We were 
in favor of going farther north if we could j if we couldn’t, then to go 
into harbor where we  were, if possible. Captain Buddington thought 
we could not get farther on the east coast, I believe. 

The result was we pushed over toward the west shore and got beset in 
the ice, and drifted to the south, when we should have lrept on the east 
shore where the ice afterward opened. We steamed in tomardlnnd onthe 
viest, and all theoyen waterthere wasin thechannel, wason lhe cast side 
ot t h e  channel. I f ~ w  had forced our way on the east shore, ewu  if we 
had got beset, TVC would have been sooner liberated than by going into 
the middle of the channel, or going off on the west shore. Tho winds 
were from the northeast when w e  got beset and were carried down. 
Before we put off to the middle of the channel Captain Hall txied to 
make a 1:intling on the shore. 

1 think that Tjson went with him at the time. That is tho place he 
called Repnlse HaIbor, because he could not get on shore there. When 
we got beset in the ice me drifted down to tho south. I think i t  was 
the third day of September when we got clear. When we got clear w e  
steamed in toward tho east coast, into Polaris Bay. It was quite 
an extensive bay, and what we c:illrd Thank God Harbor wis formed 
by what C‘al,t:iin Hall cal1ed ‘‘ Providence Iceberg,” on the south side, 

.and a little indentation 011 the coast on the north side. We did not try 
to get north at  all from there that I knew of. 1 was a t  tho mast-head 
from the time wo got clear of the ice, steaming into the harbor, and I 
told him, Captain Hall, that there was a channel of open water along 
the east cotist a s  far north as 1 could see. 

We   teamed i n  under tliis hendland, and he celled me down and 1 
ven t  ashore in the boat with him. After 
me had landed there we came off, and we made some sonnclings and 
went in with the ship to anchor. lily idea was we could hare gotten up 
from there aloug that coast at t h t  time j that is my  idea. I thought I 

That was the first landing. 
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could see from the mast-head clear open water beyond Newman’s Bay. 
Captaiu He11 wanted to go north as f i a  as he .couicl. 1 could hardly 
tell you what prereiited hini from going. He was not mnch used tu 
navigation, and of course he depended on some one else. 

Question. What 1 want to know is, whether Captain Buddington was 
opposed to going m y  farther north or not I‘ 

Answer. 1 could not say that Captain Buddington mas opposed to 
going farther north. I do not liuow that  he was: but 1 thiulr likely if 
there had been some one else there as  sailing-master the ship would 
have goire farther uorth j but his idea was, I believe, that we could get 
no farther, and therefore thp vessel was turned around. We then com- 
menced to steam across the channel, and w e  got beset and were carried 
down. The third day of September, as  I have said, we got clear, and 
then steauied iuto the east coast. 

I think i t  \vas the next niorning that Captain Hall called uie an to the 
house. I believe Captain Tjsou was  there a t  the time. Ee asked us  
our opinion. He asked us  what w e  thought about wintering there. 
We told h im that we thonght if there was a possibility of going up a 
few niiles farther in the steamer thiit we ought to do it, and S:LVC a great 
deal of hart1 \vorlc and labor in  taking things over the ice to land. I 
told him that every mile that \w ooultl get the steamer up so much 
labor would be saved. He then concluded that he wonltl go u p  on to 
the high laud bordering on the Chiinnrl on the east side aud lrare a look 
up the channel a i d  see how the ice was. IIe etartecl the clay after. Ile 
did not get up on tlie high land j i t  was almost too loiig :I n~zllk, so he 
came back. There never was a r ~ ~ - t h i ~ ~ g  said after .th,lt about irioving 
the vessel out, or moving any f:rr.tbw north. Tho stores and provisions 
were larrdetl there. The observatcry was built there, and we began to 
make the ship siiug for wiuter. 

Question. If you had had command of that ship could sou have gone 
farther north ? 

Answer. I do not like to say anything of that  kind. I should have 
tried hard to. I thought I could see considerable opeu watcr a t  the north. 
We knew by tlie mater-cloud tiiat there mas an opt’u sea of water there. 
That was evidence, because we saw all the time WC were jii the chtinnel, 
when it was clear, this deiise white cloud to the north. Wc knew after 
we got through this channel that we mould be going iuto a large bay or 
sea of some liiutl. The best chilnce I srzw*was a t  the tinre me steamed 
in after we got out ofthe ice, when wemere beset there. I thiiik me could 
have gone ut) through the chaiinel o t i  the east coast, because t h e  airid was 
to the iiortheast, aut1 all the ice t liere was iu the cliannel--was in the 
middle and on thewest shore. Wbether I could havedoue it1 (:air% say, 
but 1 sliould have tried it if I hiid hail tlie privilege. We went into 
winter-qua1 teYS, ntid on the 17th of September 1 went away on N sledge 
journey jor C:li)tain Hall. I went to the eastward ; was goue seven 
days, accompanied bg Doctor Bessels and tho two n:ttives. We went 
about twei::g-five miles from the vessel 011 that; jouriic~y. We got the 
first and only musk-ox that was got that  fall. W e  .cvcr.e absent 
seven days. This v a s  a hunt. We c a m  home, and on the IOth of 
October Captain Hall started olY- 011 his sledge;jouriiey. I went with 
him. We started wi(h 0110 sledge and fourteen clogs a t  first, arid we 
went back from the first eocilnllJme1lt alter an extia slcdgc, EO BS to 
divide the load. The trnvelillg \vi18 very bad ; the s~io’w v i i F  deep and 
soft, and Captaiii Hall, the natives, and myself had to assist in pulling 
the sled. We wade six eucanil)ments. 1 thiuk we encauilwd every 
pight, We stopped in 8ouie 01 them 011 our road back some two or 

We then began to land the stuE. 

. 
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three c l a p  We went on for six days. 
The. point that we reached mas what Captain Hall called ‘6 Ci1pe 
Brevoort,” the north cape of Newinan’s Bay. We went across the 
bay on the ice about eighteen miles from the mouth of the bay. 
We did not go any higher than Cape Brevoort with tho sleds. We staid 
there two dilys. We built up a cairn and buried a cyliider of records 
in i t  at Cape Brevoort, near the beach, up the bay from Cape Erevoort 
headlands some three. miles, I think, but near the shore, where it could 
be seoii bg any one lauding. We found it was impossible to go any 
farther o~erland, or go on the ice in the channel, with the sleds, but I 
t,r;tveled over the land from here with Captain Hall, being absent about 
eight and one-half hours, traveling in  what twilight there was a t  the 
time. We only had twilight. We were gone eight and one half hours. 
We reached tlie highlands a t  what is marked down on Meyer’s chart as  
Repulse Harbor. We crossed in that eight hours from Newman’s Bay 
over to tlie high land a t  Repulse Harbor, and ,staid on this high land 
looking right down from the elevation. We could see the land trending 
oft’ to the east, on the east shore of Robesou Chauncl, and turned OB 
rather more roundiug than on the Ifeyer’s chalrt, atid a prominent cape 
off to the east. The laud seemed to make to the southward froui there, 
aiid we could see nothing beyond that cape. On the west side we could 
see land stretching up, I think, sixty miles that day. It was :I very clew 
day. We could see a, 
cape far on the north, on the west coast, quite sixty uiiles up. Then 
there was a dense Rater-cloud that exteiidcd round in a sort of semi- 
circle. It looked like :I 
cloud to me. We came back to the hut,, and the next day it was blow- 
ing hard, I think. Wo had encamped there with tlie intention to goup 
t o  the lieail of Newman’s Bay and get 011 to htgh land, to see if we could 
see any more land to the eastward, running off to the north-at the high- 
laiids a t  Itepiilse IIarbor tho land mas, I should think, somewhere 
about ti thousand feet high. There were hills all along up 011 that side. 
We made up our rniuds that w e  could not 60 any liglier 011 that side, 
and then we started to return. Captain Hall’s health seemed to be firsf- 
rate. Tlie lowest temperature, I thinlr, that we had while we Tere away 
was twenty-three degrees below zero. We mere four days in coming 
home, P think. Iii returning, we came more on a straight course. When 
we went, we traveled up the bay, in a ravine mast of the may up. 

Whet1 we reached home, Captain Dall was in good health apparently. 
When me arrived we saw all b;incIs Iselongiug to t h e  ship. They mere 
l)an$ing her in. I went below to clean up, aiid to look out for our sleep- 
ing-bags, and I think we had been in about an hour soiw one came 
down iiito the lower cabin, and said “ Captain Ea11 was sick.” 1 lived 
in the lower cabin with Captaiu Cuddington, Tjson, Odell, the second 
engineer, Mr. Morton, aiicl Joe and his family. Captain Unll, Schu- 
ma tq  Mr. JIeyer, Dr. EOssels, tho cool; aud steward lived in the upper 
cabin. Tlie temperature wtis pretty warm inside t h o  ship. Wlieu KO 
Went iu there that day it was about sixty-five or seventy. I think they 
kept it u p  in the ciibin about tho s:ime, tor the order from Captain Hall 
]vas to keep thecabins a t  about sixty-five. I d 0  not reincinber who it was 
told nie Captain nuail was sick, nor can I remember what they said ; 
Some one c:iuie into the rooin autl said he was sick, but gave 110 part(icn1ar 
description of t11e siokncss. I went up to see him, I thiiik, somewhere 
about half past G o’clocli in the evenillg. He was lying 111 his berth. 
1 asked him how he w m ;  he said ho felt pretty sick. I thiuk he told 
me that i t  was u change of food. He had been eating peinmican, and 

We built a hut every night. 

We stood on high lands, at Repulse Barbor. 

There were places in i t  lighter than others. 
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raw, Sat pork, which had disarranged his stomach. He did not sag what 
was the cliaracter of his sickness; nor did he say particularly that he 
had been sick at his stomach. I staid only a few moments with him. 
I do not know whether it was that evening or the next morning that 
the doctor told me that his left arm and left side were paralyzed. 
The next day he appeared to be about the same, I think.. The day 
after he was a little better. I do not know anything about his side 
being paralgzed. He did not say anything to me about it. Neither did 
I hear coffee mentioned. In fact, he  did not say anything about his 
sickness ; and 1 Itnow nothing about it, further than what I learned-from 
Dr. Uessels. I do not think I saw him until the next day, when he ap- 
peared a little better, I think. That was the third day. He wasup and 
down from that t i m e  uutil, I think, the 6th of November, when he be- 
came insensible. I was watching with him that night myself. He 
appeared to be better than I had seen him when he lay down ; but be 
soon got to breathing pretty hard while h s  was asleep. I had to call the 
doctor at such a time; and, i t  being near the time, I called him, and told 
him that the captain was breathing pretty hard; and I did not know 
but what he ought to b6 waked up. I asked the doctor about it. Ee 
said it was all right, and started out as  quick a s  he could to the obser- 
vatory. He had not been gone but a few minutes before Captain Hall 
raised up in his berth, and 1 saw he could not speak. His tongue was 
swelled. He tried to mutter out something, and I ran out ou deck, and 
one of the men happened to be on the ice taking tho tide observations. 
I sent him light to the observatory for the doctor. I do iiot know 
whether the captain spoke aftcr that or not. I have heard that he was 
quite well ; and the ncxt clay he was speaking to Captain Buddington 
and Dr. Bessels, or some one. That I do not know anything about. I 
never heard him speak. I was watching with him that night besore he 
went to bed. I had been with him before he went to bed about an 
hour. Re seemed to be quite well. Did not take auy xnedicine of any 
bind t h a t  night. I do not think he took any that day at all. I was with 
him au hour before he went to bed, and he seenied quite well, and took 
no medicine, atid nobody else had been with him; but he went to bed 
and waked u p  in this condition that I speak of. There mas nothing 
given to him from the time he appeared quite well until after the time 
he appeared worse. No medicine was given him, or anything of that  
kind, that L saw. I was with him every night. The night was divided 
between Mr. Morton and myself. He was out of his head considerable 
of the time; indeed, most of the time delirious. He appeared to be sus- 
picious. He was airaid some one wanted to injure him in some way. 
E e  was afraid to take medicine of any kind. He was afraid also to eat 
anything for fear some one wanted to poison him, That was when he 
was delirious. I never heard him accuse anybody of trying to poison 
hirn when I thou&!lt he was in his right mind. He accused.evergbody, 
1 guess, tlint was in the cabin. I think he accused me. He appeared 
to  be suspicious. If I poured him out a glass of anything, he would 
want me to taste it first. I did so, but it did not poison me. He thought 
somebody had guns in the berth there, and he spoke a t  times of a blue 
flame he saw corning Out Of my mouth and the mouths of two or three 
niore persons ~ 1 1 0  mere in the cabin. €Io thought it was poisonous. EIe 
thought he saw it coming out of Tyson’s mouth, too. He saw it on my 
coat. Ho would feel me all over, and try to rub i t  oft’. 

The doctor attended to him Pretty ciosely. He seemed to do every- 
thing he  could. I do not lmqw what medicine he gave; nothing more 
than iujjection of quinine, I thmk, into his arm. I SBW him do it several 
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times. R e  did not give him any other medicine that I saw : nothing 
more than a foot-bath and a mustard-bath. The doctor wanted to give 
him medicine, but he would not tako it. I don't know what he wanted 
to give. The captain appeared to be suspicious, and absolutely refused 
to take it. Then all the doctor could do was to inject quinine iu the skin 
of his arm. Before be was taken sick this night I speak of he had not 
taken medicine iuternally for some days. There was one day he ate R 
great deal, contrary to the doctor's wishes. He ate sardines and other 
canned food. That was, 1 think, the fourth day of his siclrness. He 
seemed to have a hearty appetite. The doctor did not want him to eat 
the food he was eating. It was the liight of the Gth that he woke up 
worse, and he died the morning of the 8th. He seemed to be uncon- 
scious after that. He  lap in his berth with his Ihce down all the 
time. His face was flushed, and I noticed a good uy sores around 
his mouth and a t  the side of his nose. He  breathed "i: eevily; not ster- 
torous breathing, but i t  appeared as though it were hercl'for him to draw 
his breath. He never was conscious after that, that I saw j they said 
he was the next day, I belieye. He was talking with Captain Budding- 
ton and Dr. Bessels the next day, but I did not see that. I could 
not tell sou what was the matter with him. The doctor called it 
apoplexy, and I take it for granted that that was it. 

Question. Hare sou any reason, in auy way, to believe that Captain 
Hall died anxthing but a natural death ? 

Answer. No, sir. 
Question. Do you believe anything else? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Question. Did you believe anything else a t  the time Y 
AnsFer. No. 

Anstver. No, sir; I did not even talk wifh anybody about it. 
, Question. Did anybody else express to you any other opinion T 

All this 
suspicion of his, and all this talk about his being afraid of being poisoned, 
Miere matters of delirium, when he out of his head j and 'that was 
so understood a t  the time. He was buried on the 10th day of Novem- 
ber, two deys after he died. His gra-re was dug on the shore, and ser- 
vice was read. I was present a t  his burial. It was day-time, but i t  was 
all darkness there a t  that season. Everjbody was kind to him while he 
was sick, and paid overy atteiition to him they could. Nobody neg- 
lected or ill-treated him in any may. 

Question. Was the doctor k m l  to him f 
Answer. Yes, sir, and attentive. When he had these outbursts of 

suspicion, they tried to  pacify him and pass it oflt. 
Cnptuin Buddington took commami pf the Polaris after Captain Hall's 

death. There was no formal assymptlou of command, but he took com- 
mand by common consent under lllstructious. 

On the 21st .November the  ice broke up in the harbor, tho  ship driv- 
ing against an iceberg. The third day after that, the ice having got 
sufficiently thick over the harbor again, me sawed tlie vessel out clear 
of $he iceberg. On the 27th of November a heavy gale from the south- 
west drove an iceberg in upon tho  vessel. The tongue of tho iceberg 
Coming under the vessel is all that saved her a t  that time-keeling her 
Over so that i t  broke the ice down on the port side instead of goiilg 
through her. I t  lifted her Up. She remained on that berg during the 
Winter. That is where the vessel received the most damage-frou the 
rise and fall of the tide. She was Over SO much that it vas uucomfort- 
able living on her. I t  was almost impossible to get around ou deck, tho 
ship mas over so much. We lived aloug in winter-quarters tlioro all 
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wititer, and everything went well. Every assistance was rendered, I 
believe, in the scientific operations that could have been by the captain 
and ofiiccrs a t  that time. 

I do riot know what mas  done with Captain Hall's papers after his 
death. 1 saw some of theiu once or twice within a short time alter his 
death, but I could not tell whether Captain Budclington put them away 
or not. His writing was peculiar. There was something about it that 
I could dislinguish. I do uQt h o r n  anything about his journal. Do 
not know who kept his joiirrial Sor him. I think that  Mr. Myer kept 
the journal from Disco Bay up to the t i m e  w e  went into winter.quar- 
ters; aud, 1 think, after that Uaptaiti Hall kept i t  himself. It was kept 
in one large book similar to the oiie in which Captain Buddington's 
journal was kept. I do not know anything about a tin box in which his 
paper.r mere put, 

Question. Was *anythiug done wit!h his effects after his death ; were 
they examined, .sealed up, or anythiug of that kind '! 

Answer. Not that I lrnow of'. A t  one time I spoke to Captain Bud- 
dington, a dag or two after his death, auci suggested that Captain Ball's 
payers, &o., shonld be kept under lock and key. Be said lie would do 
it. I newr  saw aiiy of his things or papers after that tirue. I never 
heard anythirig about any part of his journal being burued or destroyed 
in auy way. 

Questiou. Did yon see, after his death, his journal read about the 
ship  7 

Answer. I think I saw it  in Captain Buddingtou's room OllCe or 
twice. 

Question. Did p a r  hear anybody after his death say that he felt 
relieved, or ariythiug of' that kind? 

Answer. No, sir; I never kcard auybody say that there was a load 
qft' of his heart, nor anything of' that kind. It woulcl have beeri some- 
thing that I should hare recollected pretty well if I had'heard it ; but 
I kuow that I did not hear anything of' the kinJ. During the latter 
part of the wiuter Dr. Bessels arid Captaiu Buddington were not 011 very 
good terms, but what the difiiculty was between thein I do not exactly 
know. I u e \ w  heard any words pass between thein that wiiiter a t  all,  
1 never heard either of them say mliat the difficulty mas. I went into 
the observatory one d a ~ ,  1 t l i iulc iu tlie latter part of February, arid 
spoke to Dr. Bessels, which fact he will lilsely reinember. I told him 1 
did not hiardly tliiuk they were doing right; that they were tho two 
men that \voultl be loolted to to carry on the expcclitiou, that they sliould 
consult together :iud malie preparation Sir spring work. IIe concluded 
a t  that tlule, 1 think, that Ire would write letter to OaptiiIu Budding- 
ton, but  I cauuot vaj whether he did so or not. I think 1 said the same 
to Captain Buddiugton. I told him that they were not doiug right, 
that  I thought they should cousult togetlicr mil make prepal'ation for 
spring worlc. What answer he made ine I do not nom recollect. after 
that Dr. Uessols wade a sledge jonrney to t,he south. liobeson Ch:t,iiiel be- 
iug ope11 tho  iriost of the winter, !TO thought if me got north me should 
have to do i t  by bo:Lt. The 1st of' April the boats were taken alongside, 
nud built u p  on; we could not go uorLh in the ship, becsuse wewere frozen 
in solid; b t i ~  there was ol)e11 wihter i l l  the Sti'iLits, itntl uioving paok-ico UP 
arid down. Rloug the middle ofhIaroti I tliiuli it wvasfrozen over entirely, 
and reiuaiued bo for a mouth. The iou 'was moving up arid down, \vould 
go north aud then south agiti11; 1 cannot tell you w h a t  made it go 
north. We iiiadc a number of sledge expeditioiis to the outer cape7 
duriug the wiuter, to the north of Polaris Eay, and opou water 

. 
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was seen near the east shore of the channel. Sometimes the ice would 
be moving north mc1 sometimes south. The channel seemed to bo 
about fifteen miles wide a t  the narrowest place. It was darlcness a t  that 
time, and we could not distinguish water from ico at  a certiiin distanck 
I do not recollcct the date when Dr.Besscis started on this journey 
south. The date is in the 1og.bOok. I think it was somewliere in tho 
latter part of' April. 1 lrept the logbook. Tha+ was saved all the 
while. T h t  s h o w  a general Statemeut of all that was done. Serere1 
parties were sent out hunting. while were getting the boat ready and 
waiting for opeu water in the channel. Dr. Bessels went once ; Bryan 
and the two natives, Joe and RR119, \rent with him. They were gone, I 
think fourteen dags. I do not know where they went escept from 
wh;it they sa,y themselves. He claimed to have gone abont sixty miles, I 
think, south of our winter harbor. After he came back we were wait- 
ing for t h e  opening, and while waiting the scientific operations were 
carried on all the time : but nothing else was done until we started on 
that boat, journey, except having the provisions got from the sbore to 
the vessel tliat had been landed the fall before. The ship mas leaking ; 
we were puuiping with steam all the t ime trying to keep her clear. We 
had fire under the small boiler, just enough to work the doulrey-pump. 

Me started on that boat expedition on the 3d clay of June. The 6th 
I left Capo Luptou. On the (5th near the outer cape, I lost my boat 
and nearly everyt1lii~ig I had in her. I was then obliged to go back to 
tlie ship over the laiid :tnd ice. I fitted up the I-Iitglcman canvas 
boat and left : i g i i n  on the 12th of June. That boat was, I think, 
24 f'eet iu length arid 4& feet in breadth, made with canvas stretched 
over ;I frame ; I tliirilr the frame was made of oak. There vas nothing 
put on the canvas a t  all j i t  mas j u s t  ordin;irycanvas. This boa$ leaked 
bwdlg. The first da,y after I left Cape Lupton 1 went np twenty-three 
Ihiles 1)efbre I landed j she tlieii leaked SO that \TO had to keep one man 
const;ll1tly 1)iljling to keep t h e  mister out of the boat; there I foulit1 
'pSson al,d llis boat's crcw. They started from Cape Lupton the third 
day after 1 let% \vitli the first boat that I lost ; Here \Ve lay a t  that place 
on tile eclge of tile floe a, meek. The gnck-iceopening a little, we started 
llorth agaiu, rc.;lchetl about two miles t t ~ d  a half from where our 
first camp 011 the ice. That is the farthbst point me got with the 
boat above the eater cape-about twen ty-six or twenty seren miles above 
Cape Lupton. me 1-etuiwed by the mouth of Newman's Bax, the pack 
moving dowrl arid south all  the time. W ~ W  there were one or two severe 
giles of wind frorn the southwest the ice started north a little, and 
W I I ~ I ~  it, \vas riot l>ioiving st>rong from the southwest the ice was nioving 
south all the time. If 1 had h d  my fir& boat I thought I could have 
got ~ L C ~ O S S  tlie chaunel, and I shoul,(l ]lave tried it. The iccopenedonce 
or twice. The wind was bioffillg h~41. The canvas-boat we could not 
pull ; the boat's crew gut a little f'ri@teneci at the condition of theboat. 
If I had had my first boat I started 111, I should hare tried to get across, 
arld I think I should have fetched the west shore. The other boat lay 
tbere ou the ice, a little to the south of ffhere I mas, about a mile. We 
were not able to get m y  farther north than we did with the boats. I 
Staid over until t h e  20th of July, I th ink  ; then I had to abandon m y  
boats. I received two notes from Captain Buddington to return to the 
ship. We ]lad to stsay there 80 long that I thoiight me might get sliort 
Of provisions. Two of mx crew volunteered to go to the ship and bring 
back some bread. If the ice did open we would not have to return be. 
fore t h e  latter part of hguut. When the men returned to the ship the 
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captain kept them there, and sent back a native with a note to me, 
which I have in rny pocket. 

The two letters marked respectively “No. 1,C,” and “No. 2, C. 9’ “NO. 
1 C 77 are as follows : 
Mr. H. C. C ~ E S T E R :  

L‘ SIR : Received your letter yesterday, and started north under steam. 
Have been moving along the pack edge arid firing oft’ guns to attract 
your attention. The preseut condition of the vessel requires your im- 
mediate return. We are going back to the old harbor, where you will 
follow us with both boats imrnediately. We have attempted a landing 
on the cape south of Newman’s Bay, but in vain, arid have followed 
along the pack edge to discover a lead without success. 

‘ L  Yours, respectfully, 
‘6s. 0. BUDDINGTON. 

‘ 6  Hans will come kick with JOU.” 

Captain Buddington sent the boat’s crew back afterward, and they 

The second note, ((No. 2, 0,” is as follows: 
brought the second note. 

BOARD UNITED STATES STEAMER POLARIS, 
L L  Thank God Harbor, July 1, 1872. 

‘ 6  H. C. CIIICSTER : 
‘ 6  SIR ; Your presence and that of both boats’ crews are required on 

board, because I intend to get the vessel as far north as possible, and 
at as early B time as possible. Wc are burniug now from oue to one 
and a half tons of coal daily to keep the ressel free, all the bulk-heads 
and other spare mood being used up. 

With the crew which has remained on board I cannot proceed with 
sails, and if open mater makes uorth, me can penetrate our way through 
the ice far better, provided you :ire aboard, and do not run any risk of 
getting separated trom anyone of the party. The ship has been full of 
water once, and most of the perishable provisions in the hold have been 
spoiled. It occasioned [happened ?] that the limbers hiid been choked, 
and the mater could not pass the bulk-heads, which mas not discovered 
uhtil fore-peak and main hold were iiearly full of water. 

‘ L  Yours, respectfully, 
L r  S. 0. BUDDINGTON. 

1‘ N. B.-If, however, you thiuk it advisable, after consulting with 
Captnin Tfson, to proceed farther north with the boats, after having 
carefully read the above iuformation, I am not the person that will at- 
tempt to stop you from doing so. 

S. 0. B.” 
After receiving the first letter, I sent Captain Buddington a note 1’8- 

questing one Of boat’s crew to return. The prospects were that we 
should haw to ‘BY there some time to get the boat down by water, and 
ifwehad to take~tbylandIwantedmorecrewthan wehad there. Another 
idea I had was that If there was an opening while I was there, I should 
have proceeded north, because T was uuder the impression that when 1 
started overlaud to go the ship I had gone as far north as I sliould 
go on that expeditlon, for 1 h e w  when we could not work up Robeson 
Channel with a boat, they COU!d not do it with a ship, especially a leaky 
one. The next day, I think 1t was, Tyson wanted to get his boat into 
the laud, aud I sent my boat’s crew to assist him. They worked two 
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days and one night to get the boat in to land. One of my boat's crew 
retunled, and i t  was there four or five days on the edge of the ice. 
There was no opening either way, north or sout3, and I took my boat 
in to near Gape Sumner or Suniner Headland. The boats mere both 
left there; one of them secured by canvas being taken from off the 
frame and the frame folded u p  and laid on the sled. The instruments 
and everything we were obliged to leave were put under the cawas and 
then stones piled on thorn. The other boat was left right siclo up, with 
a boat-cover over her. That boat was stove before we left there, but I 
secured her with ropes and Stones before I left. As quick as I got my 
boat secured, I sent all m y  party overland to the ship except Berman 
Siernans. I kept hiin there till w e  got all the clotthing dry and packed 
up snugly to leave, in case we should want to come back and get our 
boats to go north. We then wallred back orcdand. Mr. lfeyer had 
beell with me on this journey, and Dr. Bessels was with Tyson in his 
boat. Seimans and I were about twelve hours, I think, in walking back 
overland to the ship. We found the ship at anchor, a t  the same 
place, a t  Tliank God Harbor. She was grounded at low tide 
a t  the stern. She was leaking, and we were then pumping by 
ateam. Several days after I got back we commenced pumping 
by hand, and we founcl that we could keep her free by punipiug from 
five to eight minutes in an hour with a large hand-pump. The pumping 
By hand mas continued up to the time we got up steam to leave Tliank 
God Harbor to go south, which was the 12th of August. On the nigbt 
of tho 11th of August the wife of the Esquimaux Hans had a son born 
at Tlianli God Harbor, in latitude 810 3s'. He was nauied Charles 
Polaris, after Captain Hall and the ship. 

Iu starting on the 12th of August w e  steamed down through the ice 
until m e  got to the south cape of Polaris Bay ; then we canie into open 
water, We steamed down Kennedy Channel that night j me had very 
little ice. We were steaming along 
wit11 full hexd of steam through the clear water, when, about eight 
o'c1oc]~, the fog lifted and w e  found we were near a small island, mhioh, 
from its peculiar shape, we recognized to be the same island we had 
passed through the fog in coming through Kennedy Channel. We miere 
about five iniles Srom that, and on the other side. We were between 
this &Inall island and a large one that lies near the middle of Kennedy 
Channel. That is not, marked 011 the ohart. Thero we were beset thirty- 
six hours. While t<here, I thrub Bryan got some observations on the ice. 
We spin got clear and steamed down farther south until we got beset 
in the ice in Smith's Sound. I think we never moved from there until 
we brolro adrift, which was OR the lGth duy of August. We could get 
110 farther j we wcre blocked up with heavy floes of im, and were obliged 
to tie up. We had followed the heavy ice j we tried to keep the west 
shore, but i t  was all solid ice,. BO we moved where the water wonld lead 
away from the west shore until we got newly to tlie middle of the sound. 
We \yere tied up to that floe and floated down with it, until the 15th of 
October., two mouths. We ~nad0 several attempts to stop the leak by 
drswing it sail under the bow. We also tried to get out some of her ceil- 
ing forward aud build Up bulk-head to keep the water from flowing 
aft. ?'lie greatest 1e;Lk appeared to bo $bo forward oud of the vessel. 
We kiiew that we had not suflicient coal to pump the ressd to keep her 
atloat during the winter. m'e knew we had got to let her sink some 
time during Lhe winter, oreu if me had laid to tho floe. We mere pump. 
ing all the time we lay a t  the floe, the most of the time by steam, not 
with the snia11 boiler,but with aytill smaller boiler, that 1 suppoee we had 
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hac1 to burn blubber. I believe that is vha t  they call a donkey-engine. 
'€hilt \vas I igged so a8 to work the  donkey-pump. It did not cousunie 
innctt c w r l .  We drifted past 
C:ailn Point t w o  (lays. There was not much ice to the south, and me 
mere going with the current pretty fast. . On the 14th a lteary gale came 
ou f h r n  tlie south. I t  was about 6 0~c100lr. in the evetiiug of the 15th 
when the ice tirst broke aroriud the vessel, setting her off 011 the star- 
board side, leaving open water on oue side. We still were fast to 
the floe arid driviitg with it. We kept on driving with the floe iiritil 
we met the ice that first nipped the vessel; she was driven out 
on the ice, and there was so much snapping and craclting a t  first 
that  I guess there w a s  110 one aboard b u t  what thought the bottom 
was out of the vrsscl entirely. Those who were 011 the ice ~vere very 
glad to get there. They considered themselves in the safest place 
there; everybody thought tliat the safest place. I know a t  that  time 
i t  was very difficult to keep inen enough on the main-deck to get the 
provisions and stores off the ship. We worked until me got, the pro. 
visions off the niain.declc. Then 1 told the four men, who are liere now, 
to get out on the ice and begin to drag the stores aud provisions back 
from the edge of the floe. I then turned to go into tlie ltouse to get the 
ship's log aiid iI clothes-bag of my owu to jump out with, and oiie utan, 
G. W. Lindquist, started down the ladder, but tlie ship started so that 
he could not get down the ladder. He then went 011 the ice on one 
of the hawsers. He  was the only ntau that went away fiom tlie ship 
after I told them to get 0%. Tbere was no other way for tlicin to get 
out except on the 1IillTSel". In  a moriieut the ship broke adrift on the 
floe. Tliere was a heavy gale a t  that time; i t  was dark und thcre was 
a snow-drift. Tbere \vas a moon, but i t  did not give much light. M7e 
could not see much in the snow-drift. The ship brolre loose, and I saw 
t h e  piece of the ice upon which part of the provisions were, brake 
adriit a t  the same time the vessel did, and I saw one or two men on that 
piece ofice, but we could not, render them any assistance. The first thing 
1 did a s  soon as tho vessel brolre adrift-as 1 iound she was taking mater 
f a s t 1  got the meu out to clear avvay the snow and get a t  tlie dedi- 
pumps ; and all but the firemen and engineer worked a t  the deck.pumps 
until we got t h e  firo going under the small boiler to pump the vessel 
with. She drifted to the north and east in clear water. I thinlr it might 
have been tliree-quarters of an hour that we kept her afloat with the 
deck-pump before they got suficieut steam to pump with. We were 
obliged to do that to keep the  water from gettiug u p  to  the tire; wo 
were j u s t  able to do that. P\711en tltey got the fire under the smaller 
boiler, they were able to Ireep her dear  with tlic donlrey-punip. 
We found ourselves a t  dajlight about six or sereii miles to tlie north of 
Littleton Island. We were about three miles fi-om the mainland. I 
do not know how far w e  were Irom wliere we got adrift. We could seo 
no land. I think that I saw land once, witen the ship v:;s driviug sway, 
but could not say positively. When it came daylight, aucl it got light 
enough for m e  to go to the mast-head with glasses, I did so; a i d  I saw 
il piece of ice with provisions on, that we liatl Iauded-or a pai't of the 
provisions. It was about four miles from us, in B heavy stream of ice 
that was south of us-betwen u s  and Littleton Isliind. It extended 
oEto  the uorth and west, across the st,ruit. South of that  mas an open 
8ea of water about ten miles 111 extent j. and then I could see the edge 
of the main pc~ck of ice south Of that. Where I 6aw this piece of ice 
with provisious on was in a narrow stream ,of heary ice. I did not se8 
anything of the floe that we had been tied to. I do not know of any one 

We theu drifted through Smith's Straits. 
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else being a t  the maet.head on this occasion. I believe there was one 
seaman who went up to the mainmast-head a t  one time when I was not 
there. I w a s  up an hour, 1 think, the first time. It was about G o'clock 
in the moriiing when I mas there. Between us  and the piece of ice that 
I saw with provisions on there was nothing but small ice-newly formed 
ice seven or eight inches in  thickness. This piece mas not over fitteen 
yards across. At t,h:it time we were pumping with steam on the vessel. 
I came do~vn from the mast-head and began to clear the lockers that we 
put up in the fbre passage, to make us  a boat. We had no boats 011 the 
vessel, and I conceived that it would be necessary that we should have 
some ]rind of a boat in Case any accident should happen to the vessel. 
We had to get out some way. All hands were set to work making pro- 
vision for getting out the coal and making the boats, and so on. We 
a t  that time had an idea that we would liave to get on the ice right 
%There we were. We were bound in the ice. I saw that all around us 
i t  was newly formed ice, about eight inches in thickness. While we 
were a t  mor$ getting ready, the ice opened iu between us and the land, 
and a liglit breeze sprung up from the north. We made sail, and with 
the aid of' steam in the s~!~aller boiler, after cutting the ice out of' the 
propeller well, and away from the rudder, so as to more it-and which, 
of course, took sbme time-we got startcd in toward the land. 1 think it 
was 4 07clocl~ in the afternoon when we grounded the vessel as near as we 
could to the shore, or shore-ice. I think i t  is the ouly place w i t h  
three hundred or four hundred miles either way where the vessel could 
have been grounded. It was the main point where the ice was clear 
very late in the fall, and where it was clear early in the spring. There 
was n strong current setting down between Littleton Island and the 
msinland that kept this more or less open. IL was near what was 
called, 1 thiuk, by Ilr. Kane, Life-Boat Gore. I was up aucl down the 
mast-llead all cby ex-er- teD or fifteen minutes until we got near the 
land. I \vent LIP there to lonlr for our lost parties, but I could not see 
them a t  all ; they were nowhere to be seen. They were nowhere within 
t\Telve or fourteen milos of us, unless they were behind Littleton Islsnd 
behind a large iceberg that lay outside of it, and close to it ; because if 
they had beon I could have seen them from where I was with the glasses I 
had, from the mast-head. I could have seen them if' they had been any- 
where within ten miles of the vessel.. I did not see the house which we 
built. I saw nothing but the small piece of ice broken off with the pro- 
visions on it. It drifted down notequite so fast as the vessel. I do noh 
know what became of that. We dld not make any attempt to follow it, 
because we could not. There was not any more coal than enough to 
have got up steam in the large boiler. We had to follow the lead ef 
the ice toward the shore. w e  COUld not go any other war. We did 
not expect when we started to get ashore, but thought that we wouid 
get as near the land as we Could. We kept on drifting to the south a 
little ali the t ime with the current and the wind, and w0 reached the 
land before we got as far South as Littleton Island. I think if we had 
seen our comrades on the ige we could have got to them. With the wind 
the way it was that day we would have tried to hare got to them with 
sails. 

I can only account for our riot seeing thorn while t'hey could see us 
in one way. When we steamed in and got near the land then I was on 
deck, and no one w?S at the mast-head. We supposed then there was 
no possibility of seeing our party anywhere, and the only hope we had 
was that they were near the land. We knew that they must be near 
the land on the east shore, and indulgedhhe hope that Hans, mho ww 

31 N 



492 +REPOBT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY. 

with the party and was acquainted with the country, and had lived there 
so mauy years, would, as quick as claylight came, have them take their 
boats aud try to reach the land with the party. If they saw tlie vessel 
at all it was jus t  before she struck the shore after she got inside of the 
range of Littleton’s Island from them. The time that they saw us must 
have been about the time that we were j u s t  reaching land, and at that 
time there was nobody at the mast-head. We had been loolriiig for 
then1 :ill (lay, but had giveu up all hopes of seeing them. I mas at  the 
mast-head of our ship all through the day until just before tlie vessel 
was grounded. We had good glasses, and I could raise nothing that 
looked like boats, men, or anything of the kind on the ice. All I sam 
was t h i s  piece of ice with provisions on. Where we grounded was about 
two miles or two miles mid a half northeast of Littieton’s Islanil. If 
they saw the smoke-stack they must  have been uorth of Littleton’s 
Islalid ; because I have been to Littleton’s Island since, and I could not 
see the smoke-stack from the ice a t  Littleton’s Island, and that was only 
two and a half miles from where the vessel was run ashore. There were 
hummocks and small icebergs that Iay to the south of us, betweeti us 
and alorig on the shore, the poiut tliet made out toward Littleton’s 
1sl:ind. The only way we can account for not seejog them is that 
they must have been behind Littleton’s Island, from US, or behind 
the berg that was there? because from the south part of Littletou’s 
Island was a11 open water, which extended across the straits. It mas 
several miles south of Littletou’s Island, to the edge oftlie main pack that 
extended the wholo width of Smith’s Straits. They might have been be- 
hind some of the hummocks, but I thiuk I could have seen seals six or , 
Seven miles distaut on the ice that moniing, for it m;is clear, fine weather. 
They must  have been bbhind some obstacle, because there mereiiineteen 
people, iiiclutling the children, .two boats, India-rubber blankets, colors, 
the house, and all the provisions, and that would make a pretty exton- 
sive object. It is possible there might havebeen refritetion in  the ntmos- 
phere, such as frequently occurs a t  sea, which mould have lifted the 
vessel up  by a mirage, which brought the vessel in sight abovo, while 
we could not see them, but I did not know that there was any such thing, 
and did uot notice angtliing of that kind in looking toward them. 
Northumberland Island is distant from Littleton’s Islaud about eighty 
miles. I will state that Captain 13udtlington was on the house all the 
time, and iiearly all the hands mere on deck. If we had rescued 
the party on the ice, m e  would have been able to have recovered 
-our ground better. They would have brought the boats which me 
needed, but we should hive had to built1 other boats, because those they 
had would not carry the Fhole party. 

I will state that, as regards personal safety, I think I shonltl have 
preferred being on the floe to  being on the ship, because we did not 
‘know the condition the ship mas  in at the time of’ the separetiom. The 
.snap and crack of the timbers of the vessel when sho mas nipped and 
tlirown on to the ice of course led every one to feel uneasy. There mas 
30 one on board but who tfbouglit that she was niorc or less injured, 
and when she settled back lute the water, that she \vauld likely fkll to 
pieces and sink. That was the general inipression of all hands :it the 
,time, 1 guess. Tlie other party had the boats and the kyalcs, tlie an- 
tives, aud the scow; and most of the provisious on the vessel were 
lunded there. AI1 the skins of the musk-ox aiid the largest part of the 
clothing of all descriptions nTere hove out on t#he ice. I do not think 

tain Buddington ordered any meu to go on to the ice. The only order 
ard given was to LL overboard provisions.” About the first thing we 
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-did was to lower the boats. The most of the nien had to get out to ta6e 
these boats clear of the side of the ship. But before doing that ]nost 
of them threw their clothes-bags out and got them on to the ice. After 
they got out there they dldu't care about coming back on boarcl the 
ship again, aud remained on the ice. Of' course i t  was necessary to 
have some men there to take back the provisions. I think Captain Burl- 
dington ordered the boats to be lowered. When the shipgrounded st Life. 
boat Cove we got out lines and mado fast to the hummocks of ice there. 
The next morniug at daylight we got' up mhat coal there \vas iu the 
bunkers on deck. The next day me seut down a11 the topmasts, boorns, 
and gaffs, and dragged them on sGo.re arid built the house, and tlieu we 

\ next commenced landing the provisions and taking off the coal that was 
011 the vessel. The stock of coal that was lest on the steamer was about; 
five and a half tons. We built up a housc and were there some three 
days, I think, before wo got the house h i d i e d  a ~ i d  got moved in. The 
fires jvere let go out, I thiuk, at G o'clocli in the evening. The next 
morning a t  8 o'clock the water was within two feet of the maiu-deck of' 
the Polzlris. I did not examine her couditiou, auy more than I could see 
that her stem mas stove in about three feet, tind the stem itself gone, aud 
the wood ends and some of the plaulis foar or five feet in length brolieu 

~ off and turned right around, aud sonlo of them were still hanging by 
the slivers, I do not know whether that was clone on llie iceberg or 
not. I do not think it was gone at Polaris B:by, because I should hare 
seen then. It was not goite until we weiit adrift that night, 1 tbinli.. 

1 did not know horn the vessel could float when 1 looked a t  lier stern j 
she was in such a condition that she could not possibly 11:tre been re- 
paired and brought out. Perhaps if' IW 
had been iu open water, and had plcnty of coal on the steamer, so that 
we could have pumped by steam and kept the  vessel steeming, we m i g h t  
have got her into olio of tho ports of Greeulanrl, bat she T V O U ~ ~  uot hare 
beell safe to 1iar-e ]eft 8 ~ r e e n l a ~ ~ d  port to h a ~ e  corne here ju. We could 
not liave kept her np after we had got her in port witliout prnping a11 
the  time. When she had reached tho l:jIl(l, She liad ~ O U ?  that she 
could do, and that was an eud of her u s e f ~ l ~ s s .  

number of ( l a p ,  
thinking 0111' lost partly would land somewhere to the soutli, and work 

to the north., We h e w  IIalls ~ 1 s   ell acquainted with tho 
country, an(1 we thought ,it likely th?t 11Ilder his gnithnco they rtiight 
reach us. We ma& this plw3 Our wlllter-~Wrters, :tnd reinaiiled cliitil 
the3rd &,y of the next June. We bUiltbo:Lts fi.011 tbcliiiiiigs of theciiliius 
of the Polaris. I superintended the werations of tlie 1)ui j t1i1g of the 
boats myself. We built two boats for owelves.  IT70 built a sn1a11 one for 
the natives there. The ship ~ f ~ ~ r ~ ~ ~ ~ l  S U l l I i .  As tho ice broke up, she 
worked off sttoro 5 little a11 the tilnc. SIJC was full of water and worli- 
ing off all the time. Her rail miisjList out of water a t  hjgl,-mater Innr.11 
when we left. But tliero wereliues fast to the shorc. 0110 lirie \vas let go 
when we left with the boats. We had to let tliat go, in order to get by 
with our boats. I believe 1~ tolcl the lintires to ujalce that liiie fast 
again. 

D~lr ing the winter not11ing of special C O I I S C ~ I I C ~ ~ ~  happened. The 
scientific observatio11s were kept up. wo (lid not. lieel, L I ~  the obserra- 
tions of the tides, hx!:mse We could not. 1.h. Bessels tried to make some 
'arr'augel1lont for ta~ciw the tido observntiom tlierot bnt he could not do 
it. He had to 60 off shore too far, nud could rig 110 appthratus. 
1 kept a jourltal until I lost i t  in my boats in the spring of 1872, whon 

we were up in Nemmau's Bay. I liave kept none siuce then. I kept 

The stem was eutirely gone. 

After we grounded we wero on the ]Oolio~t* for 
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the regular log of the ship. That was  kept in two of those large bo01~- 
printed Navy log-books-which had beeu supplied to the ship. They 
are a t  present up a t  Lifeboat Cove. I made a fair copy from those two 
books iuto a sinaller book. This copy was word for word. This book 
is here. We found that these large books were rather too heavy to 
wwry witb us in oar smaller boats. We found it better to copy them in 
somethiug lighter, iu order that we might save the contents if' we ccmld. 
I therefore copied thn contents myself into this smaller book This 
copy is all in IU~T handwriting. The original log was all copied by me, 
and is in my haudmriting, except when 1 was absent in the boat jour- 
ney nt Nen7man7s Bay. This copy was made by myself. This book I 
hare  hac1 in niy custody all the time, We left with boats on the 3d 
Juuc a i d  boated down most of the way in open water, keeping the land- 
floe of ice until tho 23d clay of June, and about tn-enty-five miles south 
of Cq)e Yorlr-Cape York was plainly in sigbt-we were taken u p  by 
the Eaveuscraig whaler of Duutlee. We were on board of her alto- 
gether until the 6th day of July. Then sewn of 11s 'were trausferretl to 
the Arctic. Afterwards, a t  wliat time I do not Irnow, but some time 
afterward, three others were transferred from tlie Raveuscraig on board 
tQe Iutrepid, and those are the three that h a w  not arrived. They are 
Mr. Bryan, Joseph M. Mauoh, arid John M7. Booth. This transfer was 
made in order that we might be divided up, as all being in one vessel was 
rather more thau i t  mas supposed the stores of one vessel could supply. 
When the Arctic was ready for home m e  saw the &;ivenscrai.g aud took 
off the meu from her. The other ship, Intrepid, was in sight, steaming 
away. We hac1 to  comc away aud 1e:ivu that p:vty. The vessel with 
the other part,y is likely in Dundee now, or on her way there. We were 
treated very kindly indeed. We were takeu to  Dundee, and there we 
were cared for by the Uuited States consul and supplied with clothing, 
and came houie in  the City of Antwerp. We were iii D~iudee about four 
days. 

The discipline of the ship was first rate during Captain Hall's life-time. 
Afterward the discipline tlie first wiriter was very good. I do not kuow 
but what i t  was good enough a11 tlie time. I do not recollect of ever 
giving a man an order ou the ship b u t  \That it was executed very 
promptly and quickly, without any hesitation, from the time we left Wash- 
ington City. It was as good discipline as ever was observed on a whal- 
ing-vessel. We had a remarkably good crew, as good a crew, I think, 
as  ever went iuto the arctic regions. They were just the men needed 
ou RU expedition of that kiud. I do not know whether Captaiu Hall's 
papers were p u t  out on the ice at the time of breaking loose. Captain 
Buddington was superiutendirig a111 that, and wo~ked himself there. i 
was at work on tho ~ni~in-deck. If they had been put out, they mould 
have been put out at the stern. Nearly all the provisions were carried 
back and put into oue pile. There were some meu that were cleariag 
away from the forward gangway, and soine aft. As a whaling corn- 
wauder Captain Boddington, I thiuk, does very well, but not so good 
for a north-pole expedition. ne has uot that  euthusiasm for the north 
pole that Captain Hall had, or Kane had. He drank a little occasion- 
ally, and I have seen him once or twice iu  a conditiou that we would 
call 6' boozy." I do not know anything about his clriuking alcohol on 
board the ship. I liave seen him boozy when I thought there was noth- 
ing else on board; but I do not know augthing about his drinking it. 
I think he had beeu drinking a little the night we got beset in the middle 
.of the channel coming down. I nemr heard any words pass between 

and Captain Hall at all. I heard there was a little trouble in getting 
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out of St. John’s. Captain Hall appeared to have a kindly feeling for 
Captain Buddington-more than Captaiu Buddiugtoll seemed to have 
for Captain Hall. I got that impression from what I saw on the vessel 
of the actions of the two men. He  at times rather depreciated Captain 
Hall, in using language around the main-deck that should not have been 
used by a man in his capacity. When I say “main-deck,” I mean among 
the seamen. He  did this when he was sober. He did not speak very 
respectfully of the commander, or of the expedition. 1 cannot, however, 
recollect any particular words or any particular expressions that he made 
use of at any time. His idea was, as it struck me, that the enterprise 
was all 44 d--n nonsense.” He did not seem to have, either, any 1.0- 
gard for the scientific work; he thought that was all nonsense too. He 
never appeared to have any trouble with it until after Captain Hall died, 
then there appeared to be some little trouble between him and Dr. Bes. 
s&. I never heard any words between them. I do not know whether 
they ever had any or not. They did not in my presence or hearing 
Captain Buddington expressed himself as being of no use in tlie expe- 
dition, and clepreciatetl Captain Hall in the presence of the men. I do 
not know that I ever heard him say anything against Captain Hall’s 
authority in the presence of the men. He did not seem to question that 
at all. I do not know that I ever heard him say that he IT”S 110 seaman, 
or anything of t h a t  kind, but he regarded the  whole thing as foolish- 
ness. I heard nobody else make such a remark. I newr  heard a rnan ou 
the vessel say anything abut what was encouraging of the rspeclition 
except Captain Buddiugton. What I did hear hiin say in tlie presence 
of the men I regarded as vary improper, when said by a person acting 
in tho capwity thnt he mas. It was said so that all of us could liear it, 
It mas not especially addressed to the meu, but t l q -  all h c w d  it. The 
Polaris began to leak in Thank God Harbor after me got into collision 
Kith the iceberg. The next spsiug, as soou as the water began to iuaice 
around tile vessel, we calked Iier from the outside. It \vas at the edge 
of the mater. The ice mas making between the sides of the vessel a s  i t  
;ll\vaxs does. Everything mas done that a semmi cciuIc1 (lo with tile 
means at our hand at that time to stop the leitk. At  subsequent times 
w1len leaks or other accident happenecl, orerything m a s  done that sea- 
men co[~]d do, or ought or might (10, wt11 the means at  our command, t~ 
remedy these things. Captain Buddingtoil geuerall~: gave the orders, 
and I had I had notliiiig to do with the navigation 
ofthe ship. While I was a \ ~ y  011 boat jourucAys I uiade sonic obscrvat iou 
of the latitude, and I made some observatious 011 the ship. Whc~n n7e 
left the house, me left behind in it a few cans of cliied potatoes and awry  
few cans of meat; I think there was 8 little meal in tho barrel and a little 
flour in one barrel, and some bread; we gave tlmm to the Esquitnaus. 
We left no books or valuable papers, nothiug but what were put iiito 
chests and boxes a n d  stones piled up over them. These cairns were 
about one hundred yards u p  the hill, and about twenty feet, I guess, 
above the sea-level. We explained to the Esquimaux that these were 
boolrs and papers, and nothing to eat, and told them not to disturb them. 
There was nothing of valueof any description1efttherethar;wecoiild tnlre 
away. The pendulum, the transit, and other iustruments, Captain Hal17s 
arctic library and other books, were packed up and left in the same cairn. 
Dr. Bessels had a trunk with thermometers and somo of his scientific 
instruments in it. They were all put in this cairn. The log-book of the 
ship was also placed in it. Tho canvas boat was not good for anything. 
It would ferry us across a river. It would stand quite a little sei%, but 
then the canvas ought to be prepared so that the water will not go 
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through it. This canvas had been lying out all winter exposed to the 
weather and the driving snow. It had been on a pile of stones ashore 
all winter. I t  was taken right off and put on to a frame, and i t  leaked 
prsqty badly. When rre left the Polaris she mas still aground and full 
of water, and tied up to the shore. I have heard it said that Captain 
Buddington gave her to the Esquirnaux, but whether he did or not I do 
iiot lrnow. I do not lrnow whether I heard him say so or some one else. 
The ice drifted north and south in Robeson Channel both ways. It 
drifted northward when there was not a south wind or southwest wind 
blowiug. I n  the winter the farthest we could get out was about this 
outer cape. Here (indicating on the chart) the ice sets up and down 
with the current and sweeps up this way, (indicating,) The ice ran 
down along the harbor. The ice was coining down southward continu- 
ally right through while we lay at Newman’s Bay on the land-ice. The 
pack was moving south most all the time. A t  Thank God Harbor there 
was plenty of open water, still these straits a t  Newman’s Bay were full 
of‘ pack-ice moviiig down. The vessel started out from Thank God Har- 
bor two or three times. She came up around the cape part of the way 
to Newman’s Bay fron~ her anchorage here, (indicating on the chart.) 
Slw struck t8his moving ice, and followed the edge of it nearly tmo-thirds 
of the way across Robeson Channel--a solid pack edge. The pnck-ice 
went into Lady Franklin Bay. Here by these islaiids, (indicating,) when 
wecamedown, wefound R great dealofopen water. There was~iodifficulty 
in steaming down at all, notwithstanding all the ic6 that moved through 
Hobeson’s Uhannel while we lay there, which mas about forty days. I 
coiild not tell which direction the tide came from, whether from the south 
or north, on bhe flood-tide ; i t  just rose and fell. I could not tell any- 
thing about tlie drift ; I only lrnow this ice was going south all the t ime 
unless there mas a south wind, and then it would move slowly to the 
north in Robeson’s Channel. I noticed, some days when it was calm, 
that t4he ice was moving south over one tide, whether it was flood-tide or 
ebb; did not see ice disappearing down this southern fiord; it was 
frozen; a t  least it  vas full of ice here when we came out. We found 
wood on the south side of Newman’s Bay, but on the north shore of 
Polaris Bay we found no wood, nor on the north side of Newman’s Bay. 
It was the same kind of timber I hare seen in Behring’s Straits. It 
looked similar to it. 

Without concluding the examination of witness, tlie commission ad- 
journed until to morrow morniug a t  11 o’clock. 

The chart made by Mr. Meyer is generally correct. Tliere are some 
small inaccuracies. Cape. Constitution is in latitnde about 800 201, I 
should think. I think it is about right on this chart. I tliinlr there are 
some inaccuracies in the outline of the coast a t  Newman’s Bay and 
above. Tlie track of the first journey by Captain Hall and myself is 
not accurately laic! clown, but generally the chart is pretty correct in re- 
gard to our new discoveries and the coast-line below. 

Zxantination of Willimn Morton. 

I was born in Ireland. I hive lived in this country thirty-one years. 
I reside in Jersey City,. N. J. I am a seaman-follow the sea for my 
living. This is mp third trip to the arctic regions. T went first with 
Captain De Haven, in 18G0, in search Of Sir John Franklin. The second 
t ime 1 went with Dr. Eane in 1863, in search of Franklin, taking 
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another route. This is my third expedition. I have spent most of my 
time since I came to this country in the regular naval service of the 
Unite,d States, generally as a petty officer-principally yeoman. I 
sailed from Washington on board the Polal‘is, as second mate, on the 
10th of June, 1871, to New York, with Captain Hall; thence to New 
London j thence to Saint John’s, and from there to Piscanaes. 

Nothing of ,interest happened up to that time. We went from Pis- 
canaes to Holsteinberg. Captain Hall thought the Cougress might call 
i n  there. After a few days we went from there to Lievely, on the islallcl 
of Disco. There we remailled a few days, when the Congress arrived. 
At Disco there were 8 few words of misuixlerstauding between Captail1 
Hall an(], I understood, the scientific officers-Mr. Meyer autl Dr. Bes- 
seis. I t  was, however, all arranged a’micably before the Coiigrcss left. 
Capt,ain Davenport came ou board and gave advice to the oflicers and 
Nhip’s company. From Disco we sailed to Upernavilr. I do not know 
the date of sailing, as I did not keep any journal. From Upeniavik we 
sailed to Tessuisak, which is the iiorthernmost Danish settlement of 
any account. We went there to get tho rest of our dogs and furs wliicli 
WG could not procure in the southern settlements. Proin there we went 
through Molvillo Bay, and made our way north. We leR Tessuisak 
on or about the 24th of August. We weut through Melville Bay witli- 
out any obstruction, except merely taking an irregular route, but me 
did not meet any ice to hinder us-noue, a t  least, that we could not 
easily get around. We were a t  Cape Alexander the third day, almost 
to the hour, from leaving Tessnisalr. We found the entraiice hf$ 
Smith’s Strait free from ice, aud passed Littloton Island, and liicre saR 
a good number of walruses playing. Wr Bred a fewshots a t  them, bu t  
without eEect. W*e went up considerably farther, but not so high a5 
KaIie’s wi1iter.quarters, when we struclr 08 to the west shore, llot fol- 
lowing the east shore as he did. During that night, about 12 o’clock, 
we fell in with a barrier of icethat gave US the thought that the 1)assage 
of our vessel was obstructed in Smith’s Sound. We discovered, how- 
ever, a lead inshore between this heavy 008 and the West Shore, and 
by going back on our route several lnileS W e  headed 8 tonglle of ice and 
got into an open lead, and went on Without O b S t r U C t i O U  to Uape Brazer. 
we passed several known places, but I think it W ~ S  there that Captain 
Hall stopped and %Tent ashore in order to leave a depot of provisions, 
where He fouud the place 
too shoal for the ship to rest in to  make winter-quarters of, and so vve 
went from there to Kennedy Channel, still unobstructed by ice. We 
xlrent through Kennedy Channel, meeting occasionally a patch of ice, 
but not guough to obstruct the vessel from proceeding. We passed 
Capo Constitution, and recoi$nized it by the two islands, but vere not 
as near to i t  as I should like to be to make an accurate surrey of i t  
with the eye. 

Allother island that IhIe’s party did not discover before is on tho 
opposite shore and a little Figher north, Prom the position of Hands 
party a t  Cape Constitution It  was land-locked or lapped in with Lhe op- 
posite shore, and was  taken for a head land of themain-land. That is 
about the n:trromest~place, iu my opinion, botveen tho islands. It does 
not look so wide as It  lhotuallg is. For instance, Franklin Island from 
the pitch of Cape aonstitution is six or eight miles, but you think, by 
being in the middle Of the channeI, that it is leaning right up against; 
the land ; and then the other island, over on the west side, is ttvelve or 
fourteen miles a t  least from the shore, though it seems much nearer, aud 
that  leaves the channel there, in my opinion, between twenty-six and 

could seek a harbor .in case Of llecessity. 
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thirty miles wide, that is, from main-land to main-land. Above that 
there is an open area of water. Hans and I, when with Eane’s party, 
saw that. We could not see the land to the eastward of Cape Consti- 
tution, but, looking westward, we saw land until it dwindled into space 
some forty or fifty miles off, I suppose. I couldnot say whether we went 
between the islands or not, because it may have been my watch below. 
We went right ahead, and with very little obstruction. In  fact, when 
me got into this open area, the water which we supposed to be a sea 
me found to be a large bay, perfectly free froiii ice. This, which had 
formerly been called Eane’s Open Polar Sea, we found to be a large 
bay, a t  that time clear of ice. We could see the laud on either shore 
as we passed through, but could not see the land ahead until we got 
clear up and the fog then existiug hail cleared away. Then we found 
an entrance to the eastward. We passed that and a large entrance to 
the westward, and that is called Lady Frankliu7s Bey. The entrance to 
the eastward was afterward called the Southeru Fjiord. That is the name 
given by our party. The entrance to the westward was Lady Fraddirl’s 
Bay. Steauiing across the head of this bay we discovered another chan- 
nel leadiug to the north-northeastwa~il, or thereabouts. I should judgeit 
from twenty six to thirty miles wide and narrower than partsof Kennedy 
Chanuel. ’ That mas named, by Captaiu Hall, Robeson Channel, after 
the present Secretary of the Nary. We went up that charinel consid. 
erably, I disreniember exactly how marly miles, and tlie first real 
obstruction we met up there mas the heavy pack-ice that extended from 
shore to shore of this channel, Kith a small lead on either shore. A t  a 
place 011 the east shore Captaiu H d l  went ashore in a boat, on two 
occasions, to look for % harbor, b u t  found none to suit. He called it 
Repuhe Hnrbor. The second t h e  he eaue baelr aud ciilled 8 consulta- 
tioil of‘ hix officers, on top of the house, comprising Captihi11 Budding- 
ton, Chester, Tysou, Dr. Bessels, and myself. 

If there \vas an;\- other consultation atuoug the officers I was not pres- 
eut, aid :im riot aware of it. Some of these oficers were for going north 
if possible, atid other8 were for looking for a harbor immediately j aud 
I think Captain Buddiugton preferred going back, a t  least, to what was 
aftermartl ltriomn Bs Newmau’s Bay, for a harbor. Oaptaiu Budding- 
ton was in favor of falliug back to that place. We tied to the ice a t  the 
time, aut1 after a little while we proceeded toward the west shore, where 
them appeared to be some open water, and possibly a lead aloiig it into 
xu open space of water that we could see in fact j wo saw the cloutls 
over it, and it wideued where the loud fell off on bpth sides. While 
going over we got beset, and the ship got nipped, but not to injure her j 
that is, the ice closed on to her, and she was in danger of beiug injnred. 
Uaptaiu Hidl ordered provisions out on the ice, so that in case of acci- 
dent we wight have something with which to support ourselves. After- 
mart1 the ice eased off, and the next day we took Ihe provisious on 
board again. We were then drifting rapidly with the ice domu ltobrson 
Chanqel to the southward again. We reached our highest point August 
30, 1871, when this cousultation was held above Nec\iinaii7s Bay. Our 
latitude a t  that time, by doad reckoning, was 820 26’, but  i t  \vas after- 
wards found by observatiorl to be 820 16’. I think that was the high- 
est point we reached, and that was the same day khat we had the cousul- 
tation. The next day we were SOUt! of that latitude j we iierer got any 
higher than that in t h e  ship, noredid anybody get any higher on land. 
Repulse Harbor, the place Captain Hall went ashore, WNS the next high- 
est point we reached ; that is but a very ~ h o r t  distauce below tile high- 
Wpoint. After w e  got beset, we floated down to the southward to 
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where Robeson Chmnel widens into the bay. In  thb bay now called 
Polaris Bay we got n lead to  the southeast, and went into that arlti got 
under the lee of the shore in Polaris 13119, some four miles from Cape 
Lupton, a t  the mouth of Robeson Channel, and came to anchor there in 
a kind of cove ; it could not be called a bay; it was a sort of indentatiou 
in the shore. We came to anchor there inside oE a grounded iceberg ; 
we left there the day following. While Captain Hall was on shore he 
thought 110 saw a place deeper in the bay, and we got under may and 
tried to get to it, and after steaming aronnrl a few hours me did not fiud any 
better place, and returned and came t o  anchor in the same place inside 
of this grounded iceberg, which mas named by Captain Ball Providence 
Iceberg. It was grounded in about thirteeu fathoms of mater. Rere 
we intentled to remain, so far as I know, and in a few days commenced 
landing ous provisions on shore. 

No a,ttempt was made to go farther north ; it was late in the season. 
It was daugerous, iu fact, and I did not kiiow that Captain Hall coa- 
templated leaving there to go north j I never heard any suggestion of 
that kind j it was beyond the time for navigation. Hard frosts had set 
in, and we could not have got the boats through the ice, a,nd it wasnot 
stroug enough to walk on, so w e  were detitiried a few days until we wwt3 
finally able to walk on the ice, and after that ne took the rest of our 
provisions ou shore and built a honse for observatory purposes. The 
ship was a full quarter of a mile from the  ,shore, and the house WRS 
about a hundred yards up the side of a hill, where our provisions were 
put. We landed all our prorisious there a r i d  made preparations to 
winter, by clearing the ship of almost, cverjthing in her ; we cleaned her 
right out’, with the exception of a few trifles, suoh as whalinggear and 
m,arliii-spil<es, which were kept in a store-room on board. We then 
covered our Tessel with canvas illade in Washington for the purposo 
before me left, and made eveqthing oornfortable for winter-quarters. 
we clelbred out the after lower cabin ibr sleopiug apartumits. Tbe 
foOln8 on deck had to be forsaken, its tliey could uot be kept warin. 

housed our vessel, and colltillued there duriug the winter. 
Cagtain Hell Kent off on asledge~jouruey about the 10th of October; 

he was absent Some fourteen dap. He w t ~  acoonipanied by Chester, 
the first lTjete, and the two Bsquimaux dog drivers or hunters. He re- 
turued iu fourteen days exactly. 

Questiou. HOW long was he gone 1 
Allswer. Fourteen d a p .  
Qoestion. Whet time in the 
Ansbver. It mas before Our dluU~r-hoUr in the afternoon ; I think it 

mas a b y t  2 O’CJOCL, though I will not say as to the hour. 1 was ashore 
wlien he came. I met him 011 the ice betaeon the ship a u d  tho shcre. 
I shook hancls with bilv j aslied him how he was ; he said he was right 
~ i i ,  alld glad to find evergthing so well a l~d pieasant 011 board ; very 
1uuc11 pleaset1 with the Droceediugs siiice liis departure. I wen t 011 
board wit11 him to the  upper cabin, aLid I staid wit11 him at  that  tiulc, 
except \vheri he ordered the steward to  get hinii a cnp 01’ coffee. \I7h1ie 
the ste\vard was gone for the coffee 1 went to get him a shift of fresh 
dothiug. He ordered the stowmtl to briug hi111 n cup of c~ffee,  as i 
have seid, arid he melit t o  the gallej and got it. 

I we11t; to  Captain Ea11’8 priwto store- 
room to gob him some clothiag, aud when I came back he mas vomit- 
ing. I was ali~rmed and asked hiui what was the matter. He said, 
“Xothiug at all-a foul stomach.” I was not gone more than twentF 

ne ~ ~ L l l e  h c k  OU the 24th in good spirits. 
did he get back 

Question. IXcl the steward bring it back while you were there? 
Answer. 1 dou’b I’ecollect. 
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minubs ; it could not be much more. I sought some clothing that he 
wished to put on. 

Question. Who was with him when you went after the clothing 9 
Answer. Hannah was there, and I don’t know whether Captain Bud- 

dington was there or not. He came on board also with Captain Hall. 
There was also Joe, the Esquimaux, and the steward. I don’t know of 
anybody else, except, perhaps, Dr. Bessels. 

Question. Was anybody with him when you came back with the 
clothing 1 

Answer. Not that I recollect. Other people may hare been with him 
previous to that, but they had gone out; for instance, Ohester and 
T~SOIK had gone out and shaken hands with him. 

Question. Then nobody was in the cabin with him when you came 
back 9 

Answer. Not that I recollect now. When I came back I asked him 
what was the matter ; he said there was nothing the mattel. except a 
foul stomach. I proposed getting some bot water to bathe his feet, which 
was done, and his clothing shifted. After we got a clean shift of cloth- 
ing on him he went to bed. He was then proposing to start t h e  next 
day on a journey south, and intended to take Captain Tyson with him, 
but his sickness got worse, Tho next morning he was so bad that Mr. 
Chester and myself proposed aot to leave him alone during the night. 
He was alone without any watcher the first night, but he got so bad the 
next day that after that Chester and myself kept match with him 
duririg the night, watch and watch. Captain Hall spoke against 
it, and said he did not wish to put us to so much trouble. ‘We 
insisted on it, and continued it till he died. I heard Iiim asking 
for an emetic; he said it mould do him good. The doctor was there 
also, a t  the time he was vomiting and sick, and I believe while he  mas 
tsking the coilee. He asked the doctor for mi emetic, and, as  Par 
as I could understand, the doctor said rcNo,7’ he was not stroug 
enough, or it would weaken h iu  too much, or something to that ef- 
fect. He got delirious very 800n after the second day. He got sus- 
picious of some people, and said they wished to harm him, and he 
said to me, “ They are poisoning me.” I thought he was out of his 
head ; intieoil, I lrnem he was. He said to me, i L  Whatever I want you 
will get for me, and see that it is all right-see that there is nothing in 
it. You were a friend of Hands, and I want you to be a friend of mine.” 
He got me to make tamarind water and arrowroot for him. Other 
things the cook cooked and Hannah adruinistered. But during my at- 
tendance upon him he would take hold of my hand wheu we were alone, 
and would say, ‘‘ They are poisoning me, and you wou’t leave me.7’ On 
these occasioms I considered him out of his hezd. Be was out of his 
head the most of the time. He continued this way six or seven days, 
and he theu got right smart, and got up. He sat up, in fact, a great 
deal, 011 a loulige 01’ bed. He used to rest himself 0x1 the lounge, and 
turn in occasiou-a~l~. He got up and spoke about his journey, and went 
about his ordinary busiuess for a day or so, aad theu relapsed. He then 
went, to bed agaiu, and got worse and worse until he died. The doctor 
told me, I think the second day, that Captain Hall’s illuess was very 
8erious, :mcl that he woU1cl not recover. That was the day after he waR 
taken, or the third day a t  the furthest. I canuot rightly recollect what 
the doctor said wiis the matter whh him ; apoplexy, I think. He was 
not smart in hit; movements like, but I did not know particularly that 
one side mas aEected more than the other. He was feeble like-pros- 
trated. He showed that feebleness very soon ; not immediately aftor 
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his vomiting, but I noticed it the next day, when I put on his clothing. 
I had to help him, he was SO sick aiid enfeebled a t  the time from vomit- 
iug. He had been vomiting aud retching violently for probably ton 
minutes. He was rorniting while I was absent, aut1 I cannot say how 
long. I assisted in putting on the clothes. He had my assistance, bat  
he might possibly hare been able to put them on 'himseli: I was of 
great assistance to him, facilitating his moverneuts. While he was sick 
1 mas with him a great deal during the da8y, aud generally half the night. 
Either Chester or I kept watch all the time. Hann;di mas there during 
the day-time nearlx all t h e  time administering to his meuts. Sfter 110 
grew delirious he got suspicious. I iiever heard of him being suspioious 
betore he got delirious. I uiiderstood that he was afraid of almost every. 
body. Captain Budclington, Dr. Bessels, and even a t  one ttimc Mr. Ches- 
ter-the best friend, in fact, he had aboard-he was afraid were going 
t o  do sorncthiug to him. I do not know that he was afraid or even 
spolre of Hauuah and Joe in his delirious moments. He never seemed 
to be afraid of me before my face. He always thought he could depend 
altogether on me; but dear knows I don't k~iom what he said when I 
was not present. He may have said I vas going to kill him a8 well as 
anybodx else, for all I know. He said somebody '' had a gun over there." 
There was uo gun there. I hear of' his thinlriug he saw a sort of blue 
gas comiug out of people's mouths. He  never struggled with um when 
I tried to assist him. I heard Cap- 
taiu Buddington trying to put him in bed wheu he wasted to go out. I 
was in the lower cabin, turned in,  when I heard it. When I had waked 
and turned out things were quiet. 

Question. Had he taken any medicine, or anything, before '&e vomit- 
ing ? 

Answer. No, sir; nothing but the coflee which the steward brought 
him from the  c00k7s galley. 

Question. IVho gave hiin his lllf3diCille geIIC?rally ? 
Answer. Dr. Bessels. 1 nerer gave him alix. 1 don't know whether 

Captail] Buddington did or not. I think he did, because he sljpeared 
to take i t  from him. He was opposed to t;lki~~g medicine froin Dr. 
lJesse]s when he ivas delirious. I do not tliinlr lie took much me& 
oille. He was apparently better for two 01' three days. He seemed very 
smart, indeed, and we all thoL1gllt he W a S  better and goiug to be the 
same : ~ s  U S L ~ ~ ] ,  and would be able to  take tho journey whicli he con- 
ternpl:ited to the southward i l l  a d q  OF two. I thiuk he ate some coolred 
hare tjl:lt day. 1 think the. doctor objected to him eating so much as 
lie would wish to ; but he dld eat 5 good deill for a man that was so en- 
feebled a,pd sick ; for iustancu, he ate a thigh aud leg of a hare, or some- 
thing lilre that. I was not present Whet1 he was  takeu sick the second 
tiin0 and had his relapse. 'l'hat WXS at night, bnt it mas not my watch. 
Mr. Chester ulust have be011 with him thou. 

Qiiestion. Did 110 take  ore medicine the day that he appeared 
to Oe well 9! 

Ansmer. Bo, sir;  not that I know of. I believe lie StOpIEd taking 
mcdiciue. I thiuk these expressious of suspiciou and distrust of various 
1)eoplo were the oxpressions of it ~uan iri delirium, aud I hare no cwu$e 
to think otherwise. He never spoke of them in his sane niomeiits to me, 

Question. Have you any reason to suppose that there was any fouI 
play towad him ? 

Answer. 1 have not, indeed, 
Question. Did you think so at the t imet  

I heard liiin struggle with others. 

1 heard it, but I did not see it. 

or Rnybddy t ha t  I ~ U O W  of. 
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Answer. I did not; it never struck me. 
Question. Do you think so now 9 
Answer. I. do not. 
Question. Then you consider these expressions of suspicion by Captain 

Hall the ravings or hallucinations of a man out of his head t 
Answer. I do, sir, and I hope so. 
Question. Have you any reasons to  believe otherwise 1 If so, state 

them. 
Answer. No, sir; I have not. I have no suspicion to the contrary, and 

never had, except the reports that I have heard around. I never formed 
one myself, and never had one. I never had any reason for suspicion or 
doubt. Dr. Ressels was as kind to him as anybody I ever knew, while at- 
tending to him, and administered, I suppose, to the best of his ability, and 
I saw no reason to suspect or distrust him. I was the only 0x10 that was 
present when he breathed his last. He wasin a, heavy sleep as I thought, 
lying with the side of his face on the pillow, hi8 mouth and side of his 
face down in the pillow. I sat by his side, and he breathed 17ery heavy, 
and Mr. Chester remarked to me, He is asleep, and I don’t think he 
is any better ; 110 is very bad?’ Chester turned in ; and after a while I 
spoke to him, but he made me no answer. I raised his head with my 
hands, a i d  I saw something about his mouth-saliva about his mouth. 
I then turned him partially 011 his back, and put his head a Iittle more 
upright, wiped his mouth, and put a teaspoonful of some kind of drink 
between his lips, but he never noticed it. I don’t think he swallowed. 
I had to wipe off the saliva and clean the side of his niouth theu. He 
remained in that position then for some time, breathing shorter all the 
time, and finally I had to listen to him. At  about 30 or 25 minutes past 
2 o’clock, when I was with him, he ceased breathing. I kept my cheek 
close to him, but I could not hear any breathing. I went immediately 
and shook the  doctor and woke him, and told him the captaiu was dead. 
I had to call him twice, and he could not comprehend thoroughly. I 
said, Captain Hall is dead. He jumped out, and I theu went down to 
the lower cabin and called Captain Buddington, and told him the cap- 
tain was dead. Afterward Buddington called Tyson and Chester atud 
the rest’. Chester and all hands were twued in belon7 but myself a t  the 
time. There were six or eight people in the upper cabin, but they were 
d l  aslcep. When they c;me up Captain Hall mas dead a minute 
or so. While he was in  these last momeuts his face was very 
pilacid. There were uo contorlious; nor was it red and flushed; 
it was pale, sallow-looking, as when he was alive. After he v a s  dead 
we dressed him, and made liirn ready for burial. He was left in the 
cabin until a coftin was made in the fire-room below by the carpenter. 
When i t  was  ready, we put him i i to  it, took our last look a t  him, nailed 
the cofiu-lid down, and put the coffin out on the poop-de&. During 
this time we mere maliiug a grave. Tysou, Chester, myself, aud several 
men were hard a t  work two days digging it out of the solid earth, which 
mas just like f h t ,  with crowbars and pickaxes. We finished it, aud on 
the seooiid cley, tho I l th ,  we carriccl him there and buried him ou a, flat 
piece of table land on Polaris Bay, opposite the ship’s winter-quarters. 
Regular service for the dead was performed by Mr. Bryan, the astrou- 
omer, a SOLI of the ZCV. Mr. Bryan. The service was read by the light 
of a lantern held for that purpose. It was dark then-the arctic night. 
After Captain Hall’s death, it appears that there was divided authority, 
ae near 8s I could understand. I heard that Dr. Bessols had authority, 
and Buddington went among the men and msda very fruo with them, 
and of course told them he was captain also. But 1 always recognized a 
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Captain Baddington a s  the captain of the ship. There was nobociy who 
questioned his authority as captain of the ship that I know of. During 
the winter we got along very well-peaceably together. There lt7as 
nothing of importance occurred that 1 know of that is worth mentioning- 
I might think of something if m y  miud mas directed to it. The ship 
broke adrift after awhile, after we banked her up. We banked her u p  to 
keep the frost from penetrating $0 the interior of her. She broke adrift; 
i n  a gale of wind, and fortun$ely 8h.e drifted against Providence Ice- 
berg. That saved us  from golng Out into the pack and probably being 
lost, or driven it is impossible to tell whore. We made fast to that berg 
during this heavy gale slid darkness. In 8 couple of days afterward 
the young ice formed Outside of lis. It was several inches thick, alld 
Captain Buddington had that sawed Ollt, find bed made for the ship a 
distance from the iceberg-a safe distance, as he thought, for the winter. 
shortly afterward, when nicely frozen in, a gale from the southwest 
came on, aud drore the pack against this  iceberg, and drove the iceberg 
ili-shore vi th  it, and right tip against our vessel-in fact, drore a spur 
of the berg in under our bows. She Iar in that coudition all winter, and 
a t  lov qater, at the fall of the tide, this forward part of her .would rest 
on the spur of the berg. It made a cradle for itself i l l  on the spur; and 
a t  low ivater she would keel over, and a t  high mater she would come up 
again. Shc was goiug that ray twice in twenty-four liours during the 
winter ; and when the spring came, and the ice began to melt abont her 
bows, the water began to  come in in a stream, aud me found, then, that 
her stem \vas displaced, and a crack a t  the six-foot mark came from 
her stein as far domu as rre could see her-seven or oiglit feet. She had 
been wrenched on the berg, and her cut-mater slewed to one side, and 
opeued on both sides. There were attempts macle to prevent the water 
conling in, bllt they did not succeed. Then we made a water-tight com- 
partment, but tile water flowed over the bulk-head, and in among her 
upper DTorks and down through her timbers. 

The attempts that were made to relieve US of the mater failed, and 
then me had to p t ,  the donkey-pump to Tvorlr to Ireep her free. 
mater calrle i11 steadily and constantly. After the sh ip  broke loose, the 
first time, me certaillly could have t?ken her back to the old floe from 
which she had broke off. Part  Of I t  stood there! 2nd was not more 
than one hundred yards, but it was my opinion that she was safer 
where she was, if the iceberg had liept 8 certain distance from us; but 
when the iceberg came up to US, I ham 110 doubt that if she hiid been 
taken a W 2 q  from there at  the time, that 8he might have been prevented 
resting ou it j but I do not know that there was au effort made to do 
that. She rested there during the winter. During the winter I never 
left the sbip except to go On Shore for Provisions, and then came right 
back again. 1 had charge of the Provisions until Captaiu Hall died. I 
did not bare charge aftorward; I f O U l d  it mould bo an unpleasant sit- 
uation, and 1 gave charge 50 Captain Buddington, with the keys, and 
resigned. I did not have a q t h m g  to do with provisions, clothing, or 
anything of tho liilld. GaPtaln Ihll had previously given me chargo of 
all these things. I had a @mIedge of accounts, and was familiar with 
those things, and I suppose It Was for that reason that he gave them to 
me. 

When tho spring opened, we got all our provisions from the shore, 
and put thorn on b0ail.d the ship again, and we resumed the summer 
rooms, and put provlsiOnS in the lower mbiii, and made everything 
ready for sea and $0 Pass the summer with. We unhoused our ship, 
took the canvas off and dried it, and put it away. That being done, on 
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the 1st of May, Captain Buddington detailed Mr. Chester and Mr.Tyson 
to go on a boat-journey. In  the mean time Captain Buddington and 
Dr. Bessels had an understanding. One was to conduct the sledge- 
journey and the other the boat-journey, but the sledge-journey was 
left to Dr. Bessels, in fact altogether. He had charge of t4en1, I 
understood, and could, do as he pleased, go when he liked, and or- 
ganize a part,y when he liked, and so on. But a boat party mas 
proposed by Ceptain Buddington, and he said he would take charge 
of it himself. He did not, however. He detailed Mr. Chester and 
Mr. Tyson to take command of them, and no dedge.journeys of any 
consequence were undertaken. On the 3d of June, however, the boat 
parties were ready, and I believe started, dragging their boats to Cape 
Lupton, a distance of about four or four and a half miles, to Robesop 
Channel, where there was open water. They started thence some few 
days afterward. Chester had the mish:ip to lose his boat in a few 
hours after he started. It was sunk with everytliing on board of her. 
Tyson did not start for a day or two after, but, weut  ahead as far as six- 
teen miles up to Newman's Bey, and was there stopped by the ice. 
Mr. Chester returned to the ship and requested tho canvas boat, so 
that he might try again. EIis party volunteered to go with him, and he 
got supplied agaiu and started after a few days. He went up to where 
Captain Tyson was. The part8y consisted of' Mr. Meyer, Mr. Chester, 
and Dr. Bessels, Captain Tyson, and €our seamen in each boat. A t  this 
time there hac1 been no sledge-journey made of auy accouiit except when 
hunting-parties were gotten up. They went out 011 sledges, bat  the 
season €or sledging mas then over. There mas no ice or suow on the 
shore, and the ice in the channel was broken up, and the snow mas soft, 
so that this rendered the season for sledging over. A sledge-,joaruey 
should be undertalren early iu t h e  spring, in March or April at the 
furthest. In the mean time a galc of' wind came up and broke the ice 
within a short distaiice of our ship. When we Sound it so we cou-  
menced sawing, and by sawing and hearing the pieces out for several 
dajs we succeeded i n  freeing our vessel. The heave of the sea coming 
in from tlie channel, and froin the bay, it broke the ice up, and being 
previously sawed in several places around the vessel, it broke into differ- 
ent.pieccs and drifted away, and the ship slid off out of her bed in the berg, 
the same as if she was going oil' the wags iiito the water, and so she 
got afloat again. That was about the 26th of June. We went to sea 
that same evening that we broke out, and went into the channel. It 
was perfectly free froin ice Sor a certain distance. The bay \vas a mass 
of mater all over. There was scarcely ;I particle of ice to be seeu in the 
channel. We went up there near some of the capes, pretty near to New- 
wan's Bay, to  the south cape of Newinan's Bay. There w e  met a hesry 
pack of' ice, with no chance for the vessel penetrating through it. Wo 
fired three heavy Shots out of our twelve-pounder howitzer in order to 
attract the notice of the rest of our party if they chanced to bo near. 
I heard afterward that some of theni heardthereports but could not under- 
stand what they nwe, because they had no idea of the ship brewliiug out 
at that early period, she was so irnbcddcd and surrouiided with the hum- 
mocks and broken ice and icebergs. We then calm again back to our win. 
ter-quarters aloiigsiduof theberg. In t,he wean t i m e t ~ o o f  Chestcr'sparLrty 
came down. It seem that; theyhad got short of' bread. Thiswas towards 
the latter part of Jnne. V e  were very poorly man~led on tlie vessel. 
There was only the captain and myself that knew anything about sailoriz- 
ing. The rest were Mr. Bryan and two firemen and two landsmen, and 
B few others, with the cook and the steward. Captain Buddington con- 
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cluded to retain these men, at least one of them, and sent word to Ches- 
ter that t,he ship was broken out and making water freely, aud that if 
there was a chauce to get north we could do it with the ship as moll as 
with the boats. We finally landed the men with a bag of bread up  at 
one of‘ the capes at Cape Lupton. They were a good while getting to 
their camp with the bread, and W e  returned to Thank-God Harbor, and 
made fast to the berg. We sent Hans before that  to tell tliem, but 
Hans brought word back, and the doctor came along with him, arid 
then we dispatched some inen wit11 the bread to Chester. After thnt 
we went out again, but could not get up as far as the boats were, mid 
came back the third time to Tllank-God Harbor and made fast iu our 
old winter- quarters again. A short time afterward Captain Buddington 
sent a note, I think, requesting them--I do not think he sent a n  order, 
he \vas not firm enongh in that respect, I believe-but he sent a request 
to have thein return. Be made k i i o ~ n  to them the conditio11 of the 
ship, and told them that t h y  mould be of more use on board tlie ship 
than where they were lying up in the ice. A fern days afterward Tyson 
and his party came down, aud in a. few days after that Mr. Chester and 
his party Came down. We were then a11 oii board the ship agaiu, niiuus 
two boats am1 the CS~ILVRS SCOW that  wxs leit up iu the chanuel. We did 
nothing particularly after that .  We had a good cle:rl to do ro save our 
vessel. We got agrouud three or four tiuies, but tlie ground under us 
was soft, and we got her off each tiiuc. Piually we foixncl t b t w  was no 
prospect of doing anything. Thc season of’ sledcliiig wis over, and the 
channel was full of ice. I do riot Irnow that there mas ally consu1t;ttion 
about it, but the first thing I knew we were on the lookout for water, 
to go south with, and were under orders to get under way. We slipped 
our ancliors and did not get either of them,  and came down the bay 
toward Reunedy’s Channel. At this t ime  we met a great deal of‘ ob- 
structioii by t l ~ e  ice flowing out of Bobinson7s Straits iuto this bay. We 
had 8 good deal of difficulty ill getting along. 111 sonic places lve. 
woll]d get a lead for a short piece, and then wc mould be ob- 
stjructe(l, nnd had to bore our way considerably. We could not 
fbrcc? tllo vessel as inncli as C O U ~ ~  liare done on account o f  our dis- 
abled bow. She was a fine ~vssel, as strong a mc as ever T put foot 
on. She was well provisioned, well provided for in ererything ; sile 
vas well supplied in every resimt but in regard to coal. She mas not 
able to carry enongh coal for such voyage, o ~ ~ l n g  to the Iong delays to 
mrhich are so otten subjected, and tlie obstructions to bo met with. 
Coming through U;ennedy’s Chnrlel  wc were beset a few clays, but in 
no danger at all. out of i t  and got into ~initli’s Straits, 
and had a good prospect of getting h m e  by the fall. Tliere appeared 
to  be a mod m:iny leads R ~ O W  the  west shore, a n ~ l  ;I good ~ n a l i y  running 
out iiito Smith’s Straits. but a 1)erson with any judgnient a t  all, that  
knew angthiiig about smith’s Straits, Would newr  get out into the heavy 
pack that is known to exist abreast of Rurnbolilt7s Glacier Tliere are 
innumerable icebergs there, alld a ~ w I <  of ice the whole jear aroun(~ for 
years. B ~ V  some mishq--l 8~1l)t)ose, it  was done for the best-the sliip 
went into B very fawrable looliing Icatl out iuto this l i e w j  pack, a i ~ d  
got beset. There m S  a gre:it den1 ot’ rlfort tn;lde to  biing her into shore 
again-to the mest shore-but it was almost iulpossible. I’ve bored 
aiid did evorjthl11g that Could be cloue, but met with 110 siiccess. 
We were finally beset aut1 made‘ fast to D heavy floe, or pieces of 
table-ice-a good large piece that  as probably several Sears old. This 
mas ontfiide of Kenncdj’s Chanuel, and u p  1IKJbebly in the neighborhood 
of Cepe Fr:ieer, or up at the head of Smith’s Sound. We were in sight 

qTe finally 
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of Cape Andrew Jackson, and could see the west end of tlie glacier at 
the time. We drifted then continually. Some clays we would drilt a 
good deal, and some days but very little. Occasionally there would be 
a lead of water for a small space, and we got under way several times. 
On one occasion we went froin one large floe to anot’her and made f?st 
to it. This last time we made secure and fast to a very heavy old floe. 
We were expect,ing still to get a lead to the westward. Inshore to the 
west laud, not 8 great way from it, we saw leads of water that  if we 
conltl have gotten into them we might possibly have got domn south 
and macle our way liorne. We were unable to do so, however. The 
joung ice commeuced to come so rapidly now that we finally found our- 
selves housed iu, seemingly, for the minter. The young ice began to 
make around the ship. We were able to travel over i t  and go on to 
this old floe and dig rvells. The wells are formed there by snow melt- 
ing in the hollow ; they are sometiines four and fire feet deep, and often 
there are two or three feet depth of fresh water. We  supplied the ship 
with water from them until we finally broke out. The \veils are coated 
with ice, and we had to break ashole in them every morning and e t  our 
snpplg of fresh water for the ship froin them.  We continued drifting 
in this pack, drifting to the east shore considerably. We saw the east 

’ shore pretty much, a t  least uiitil we got prettfy near Kane’s winter-quar- 
ters at Rensselacr H:irbor*. At that t i m e  we t h o u g h t  we  wonltl be driven 
in  there with tho pack. TVe mere n o t  more than thirty or forty miles 
from the hitrbor, and we were in hopes that me would be driven in there 
and there stopped, so that  we might’ winter in safety and be able to 
break out in the spring ngniu. The ice, however, took another t8urn and 
swept over to the other shore in a contrary direction. We went 
rapidly then down through Smith’s Straits aiid by Littletoil Island. 
That is i n  Smith’s Straits, between Baffiu’s Bay and Smith’s Sound. 
We went rapidly out through that, :~nd coming down past Cape Al- 

We then could see North- 
umberlaud Island, probably fifty miles dist-ant, to t h e  southward 
of us. This occurred about the 15th of October, and 011 the night of 
tlie 15tl1, early iii the eveuiug, between 7 and 8 o’clock, it coinmencecl 
to blow a huriicane. Eefore that time me had a house on tlie ice, and 
some provisious a i d  sonic clothing put into it for safety. We also had 
all our provisions that were required, in fact, put on deck-some aft and 
some for\vard-i~nd l i r e  tons of coal. On the, night of the 15th of Ou- 
tober it commenced to blow, and the ice outside of us, that formed since 
me got beset, moved away. It left one side of the vessel all water. 
The ice finally came in from the outside of us ; that is, the ice that re- 
ceded from us came in again and nipped us severely and canted the ves- 
sel over considerably. On this occasion tliere uppears to have been a 
flow of water below, that ran from one portion of the vessel to the other. 
The engineer ran u p  and rellorted that she WRS badly nipped on the 
quarter, and that slie was stove in, and that the water was rushing in 
from aft.‘ Captain Tyson got that report, and in my hearing told it to 
Captain Buddington. Thereupon Captain Buddington ordered the pro. 
visions and things that were prepared to be got overboard, to be talreu 
on the ice, and ordered a certain portion of the people out to receive 
them. I thereupon went afL, where there was a great deal of provis- 
ions, and Mr. Bryan was with me, aiid Nr. Chester, with the other inen 
forward, and some of the inen mere at the pumps-at the small alley- 
way pump. It took a few men to relieve each other at that, and then 
80 commenced putting provisions and stuff overboard. We had nearly 
wmpleted all this, and we were all, in fact, intending to go on the ice 

. exander, abreast of Southerlaud Island. 
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for the purpose of waiting to see what would turn up, a t  least. We 
knew that, even if all the hands were on board the ship, we could not 
.save her through the winter. We knew that the pumps would freeze 
up ; and we liad not coal enough to keep her going duriug the winter 
season. We felt that we mould have to let her sink under us. That 
was my opinion, any way ; and I think the others entertained tho same 
osinion. If we had had coal enough me might have saved her. If we 
$ad been able to pump her all winter we could have saved her. Wheu 
we had almost everything done, and just waiting for a fey iiioinents 
just to see what would happen, her stern-hawser snapped and broke. 
It pulled out all its fasteniugs, and thed the strain camc on the other 
one, around the main one, and it snapped also. She swung off, and the 
whole strain came on the bow-hawsers j but in some way or other that 
parted. Some say that that slipped, or that the ice-auchor drew. Any- 
how, we did not get the anchor on board, but we got tlie hawser. It 
was blowing such a terrific gale from the southward that we went like 
a shot out ofsight, ancldidnot know where we meregoing a t  the t8ime. We 
wanted to beontheice, anditappearsthatsomeofthelueri on theicewant- 
ed to be on board theship. I woultl hare preferred beiug on theice, regiird- 
ing thatatthetime as the safest place. All our efl’ects were on thoice; a11 
our clothing. Wehad not :I Stitch except whatwehadon. Tlierewassome 
beddiug, andsomeclothesthe crew left, but that was all. We fortunately 
had some provisions, about enough, but not much more thsu enough, to 
last until spring. The bulk of‘ our provisions and clothing, and every- 
thing that we had, with about twenty musk-ox skins, Fer0 out on the 
ice, and me were very sorry we could not be there with them. We 
thought the ice was the safer place of the two. I do not think there 
was a man on board the Polaris but thought this, and I think the met) 
on the ice thought SO too a t  the time. They were anxious enough to be 
out there j but some people had to stop on board and send the tliiugs 
out of the vessel. When we drifted out the donkeyengine was not go- 
ing. The engineer was ordered to gct up steam on the little boiler ag 
fast as he could. He did so by burning everything he could lay his 
hands on. The water mas still making on us, aud coming up near the 
furnace. The donkey-engine was out of order j but there was hot mater 
in the boiler, and we put the boxes in the cleck-pumps and poured buckets 
of hot water into that and thuwd  it out. Tho deck-pump is a power, 
ful pump. It is able to  force out a great deal of water. We finally got, 
it to working, and that actun1l.Y saved our lives. It could not save the 
ship, hit i t  saved our lives. Pumped the whter out of the ship, but 
it’would not run ofl’ the deck readily, and came around our legs, and got 
solid where wb were standiw; and we hiid to shove i t  back so as to 
gh7e tlhe bther an opportunity to come out. It was all forced up on 
deck in a slushy state. W O  continued at that until Mr. Schuman re7 
ported steam j and never were men better pleased in their lives than 
we were to hear that steam mas up, thus Irnowing that we woultl be able 
to keep her free. It was, like being rescued from death alniost. Wheii 
we got up steam we were able to pump her by steam. Iu  t,kc tnorn’iiig, 
when day d,z\rned, me found ourselyes up Smith’s Strait, north of Lit- 
tleton’s Idaiid, and some three miles or three miles and a half frou the 
shore. Tliere happened to  be a 6 6  lead” of water iushore from us. Tho 
wind then continued at this time to blow a little, not a gale, but a iiioe 
breeze from the southeast. We cominenced to drift ~ O W U  again out 
from t8he pclclc from where we drifted the night before. We made every 
effort to get illto this ‘ I  1ead”of water. We could iiot keep the ship afloat 
long. W e  found there mas no use in our trying to save the rcssel; and 

32 N 
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if she had gone down whereshewas we might as well have gonedown with 
her. We could not hare  saved anything, probably not even our lives. 
mTe made every effort we could by sailing ; and Schuman, every two or 
three minutes, would use the steam, which he would keep up for two or 
three miiiutes, in order to give the vessel a little push ahead. The little 
boiler masnot able to keep steam in her. We finally succeedcd in getting 
into what was forrrerly known as Life-Boat Cove, where l iane buried his 
life-boat, going n p  in 1853. I knew the place the moment welanded therb, 
on account of its vicinity to McGarry Island. In the mean time the first 
thing that nws done was going to the '' crom's-nest'7 and the mast-head. 
As soon as cluylight came, and h r y  often afterward, Chester went np to 
the mast-head, but said he could see nothing. He saw a black speck on 
the ice, but he could not tell exactly what i t  \vas. It was not moving, bow- 
ever. He thought a t  first i t  might be barrels, but we came to the con- 
clusion i t  was tho shade of a piece of berg or hummock. Then Henry 
Hobby, I think it was, the uian who previously was on the lookout yery 
often, went up to the crow's-nest during the day for the purpose of see- 
ing our people if they mere in sight, but no restige of them mas to be 
Been. We finally succeeded in the evening in getting the ship in as 
uear shore as possible. It happened to be high water, and we made 
her fast to  the grounded ice-1 mean those heavy floes that rest on the 
shore, mid that Bin]; down and go to the shore at low water, aud float 
a t  high water, and that are driven out somet,imes. With awhale-line that 
me had on board, aud :L piece of hawser, we made her fast to the inside 
of the floating pieces of ice, to the ice that was fast on the shore, and 
at low water she rested. She took the ground. She was several feet 
out of tlie water tbru a t  her bows; aud we wetit and examiner1 her, 
and her stem \vi18 completely knocked 08. I wondrred how she floated 
so long. She could not h a w  stood long in tho conclitioii she mas in if 
she had had ariything at all to contend with. Her stern was corn- 
plctely Irnoclred off, and a splif as  far as eight feet along her bows 
where the old wrench was. We were only too thankful to get in. 
We commnonced immediately to take down our sails and spars in order 
to build a house on shore. That mas commenced at once. Aster me 
got them ofl' we conveyed them ashore. Mr. Chester, the carpenter, 
:ind Booth, I think, meut to build the house, and I went with the rest 
of the IJartey aud conimeiiced getting everything out of the ship. What 
~~roris ions were left, and everytliiiig that was movable, were brought 
ashore to where the house was built. We were several days at this 
work, assisted by the Esquiuiaux, \>ut* we mere able to  sleep in the 
hoesc tlie second night. The Esquimaux came the second day. Two 
of tlieni I wa~q forinerly acquainted with, Mgonli: that was with Dr. 
Bane a ~ h i l e .  He W R S  an old acquaintance of Dr. Kane's. I vent  out 
to meet them ou the ice, and I recogiiized Myonh. Wheu I spoke 
to hiin n few words as well as I oould, he recqgnized me, and I brought 
him on board am1 i~itrocluced liiiu to Captain Buddington. IIe 8topped 
mitli u s  ;t few hours, and helyed u s  with their dog-sledges to drag the 
t l i ing~ a c r o ~  the ice. We hiid a, great deal of difEcnlty in doing so, 
:iud fell tlirvugli R good ~ n m y  times. He yeut dowu to his set'tlement, 
:iud the iiext d a j ~  wi3 had five or six sledges up. Wc weut to work, and 
i o  it very short tinio we liad the vessel stripped sild nearly crerythirig 
ashore. We coyered OW 

lioiise with the sails mid got our coal on shore, which wis six tons at 
the most, and what sparc wood was about, and covered that arid our 
provisions. We built an outside shed for them to save them from the 
iuclemency of tbe weather. The Esquimaux staid by us .all this time. 

We then made airraiigeurents for the minter. 
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until everything was arranged. A few days afterward Captain Bud. 
dington inode them presents of what materials we had. We had 
a great many spears, harpoons, and things of that kind, and needles 
that were left on the ship. The best part of our trading articles were 
in the large cliest that Captain Hall had for tradin-g yurposes, and i t  
had been put overboard. It was a great loss to us-in fact it was a loss 
to the Esquimaux, because i t  would hare been of great benefit to them. 
Then after that we commenced our winter OIL shore. We were compar- 
atively comfortable. We had berths all around the sides O S  the house. 
We covered the top of it with snow to prevent the frost coming in, and 
we put a store inside of it, and a cookingstove adjoining the outside 
door, and Dr. Bessels and the scientific gentlemen put up their sciciitific 
apparatus and attended to tliein during the winter, and thus time 
passed. We collected ice from recent icebergs convenient to tho house 
to melt water for drinking and cooking purposes. Our coal g3,ve out 
with the exception of two bags that we kept for blacksmith purposes, 
that is, to build our boats with. We did not use them all. Some of 
thein were left thero in our winter-quarters. 

I u  February we had to resort to the ship j br lamplight in the first 
idace. We took her sliare rudder and sltwwl that t ip  for fire-wood, and 
we took her bowsprit out of her, and theu the masts, and tlicn w e  took 
her house away, first selecting the boards for building the boats; in that 
manner we provided ourwelres wit11 fnel nntil \YO cainc away. Mr. Ches- 
ter commenced to build his boats. The weather prevented him LL great 
deal. Some days he could work €or a few hours, atid some days he  
conlct not do anything. It was w r y  cold until late in tho season, butho 
contrived to build two admirable scows. They wore very well built iu- 
deed. They were better than I expected to see. In the mean time Dr. 
Bessels collected some particular things that he, wanted saved. I (lis- 
remember what was in that box now. I n  fact I never was acquainted 
wit11 its contents. There were three boxes left up on the hill in a c:iirll 
there. There were pres- 
ents given to the Esquimaux too. Some of them reinained permanently 
with us, almost all winter, and ab the tirm we left there there were two 
families there. They mere thre:tteued that; if they touched the things 
we left they n;ould be badly dealt with ; that t h y  woilld be punished. 
They said they would not. After that we Vere ready. We got our provis- 
ions in the boat. We had thein previonsly inade up and provided while 
Chester was building the boats. 1 v - 8 ~  superinteudiug, under %ptain 
Buddington's directions, the pubtillg up of tho  stores to bo carried in 
the boats, and a certain amouttt of olothllig. We had not a great ded. 
There was only a certain amOUllt allowed. The 1st of J ~ i n e  ivas our 
timo for leaving. The next day WIS 
S~ulclny. The gale contiiiued on that day, bat  on Monday morning, I 
think it was, me started. we had open water round Cape Alexalider 
and dowii to Etah Wetan~.  We passed through and tried to get fur- 
ther down toward Northutirberland Island, but had to come back there 
agaii]. Wc wtuited to follow the shorc but fouud pck-ico in there. We 
came back and reuiaiiied that night a t  this Esquimaux settlement. The 
nest clay WG had to go out in tIie bay, outside of the ice, through st 
lead, tliroiigh a11 miiumorable row of icebergs, saiiling in aud out 
throllgh thrxm to Northumberland Island. The distance betmeen where 
we were and Northumber1:itd Island was inore t,hau thirty miles, but me 
made it rowing mil sailing. 

When we had a, fair wind we could make a good way sailing, but 

They were left in charge of the Bsquirnaux. 

There mas the11 a gale of wind. 
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when me had a head wind, or a calm, we had to row ; we made North- 
umberland Island late that nightsomewhere about midnight. 

That mas a good day's journey. It was Hakluyt Island where we 
rested. We remaioed there for a couple of days on account of bad 
weather, and then went over to Northumberland Island. There was 
a, good deal of ice in the vicinity, and we made two or three at- 
tempts to leave it, but could not, and we rested on Northumberland 
Island in two or three different places. We finally started across to the 
main-land, toward Cape Parry, biit we got beset and stuck in the ice, 
and drifted a part of that day and all that night in the pack, and in  
great danger of beiiig lost. We were drifting out, heading our boats 
on a small piece of ice that drifted out into Bafin's Bay. But we 
finally succeeded in carrying our provisions from one piece to another, 
and our boats afterward to the Bame, and so on, until finally we got to 
a lead of' water, and succeeded in getting to the place we left the day 
before, in the same spot. We again started after a short rest to the 
main-land, and succeeded in getting past Cape Parry. We went along 
the shore then toward Sanderson's Island, and went on to Wolsteinholm% 
Island. We remained there a ehort time to. bivouac, and finally came 
past Cape Dudley Digges and Cape York. We got south of Cape 
York, having had in the mean time a great deal of difficulty with floe- 
ibe. We aucceecled in getting some twenty-five or thirty miles south- 
east of  Cape York, in Melville Bay, when we were obstructed again by 
the heavy pack We were alongside the fast ice, but the broken floe- 
ice was close against it. 

About this time one of our boats got injured, but not very badly, and 
we repaired it. While here contemplating what we would do next we 
espied a whaler some ten or twelve miles distant; we sent tvo  of our 
people to communicatc: with them, and tell them of our Nitustion and who 
we were. Before they reached the vessel, there were a number of inen 
dispatched froni the vessel coming tomvard us, some .twelve or fifteen. 
On meet,ing with our people two of them went back to tell the cap- 
tain of the vessel who we mere; the rest came on. That evening 
we started, with what effects we had or could carry, some small things 
needful, and, assisted by the crew, we got on board the Scotch whaler 
Ravenscraig, of Eirlrcaldy. That is the name of the place in Scot- 
land where she belongs, though she sailed from Dundee. Captain 
Allen received us very kindly and attended to our comforts, and was 
assisted by the surgeon of the ship, whose name I cannot nom recall. 
We were very thankful Sor the kindness shown us, and for falling in 
with these men, because there was difficult work before us. It was very 
doubtful whether we should ever reach Upernavik. Our boats could 
not stand a nip ; they were very slightly built, and our provisions we 
were afraid would give out before we got there. We had only just com- 
menced our journey, and wo had the most difficult part of it to do yet. 
After we got on board the whaler, everything was comfortable and 
pleasant. We felt greatly relioved because we thought that we were 
Bate. After the ship got out of the ice and over on the west shore a t  
Lancaster Sound, on account of the  small quantity of provisions that 
he had for such B number,the captain distributed u8 to different vossels. 
He sent some to the Arctic, some he kept on board the Raveuscraig, 
and some were put on board the Intrepid. afterward, when the Arc- 
tic got filled with oil and was returning home, we transferred ourselves 
from the Ravenscrztig to her, went to Dundee, and came home from 
Dundee to the United States by way of England, reaching here in .@e 
City of Antwerp. Three of our number were left on board the En- 
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trepid-Mr. Bryan, Mr. Booth, and Mr. Mauch. It is nearly time they 
arrived now. I expect them almost every day. It is nemly time, be- 
cause there WiIS another ship about coming home very soon, or about 
the same timelthat we did. All t-hat she n-anted was one whale, and 
probably she may come without it. There was also another ship leaking 
badly, and the captain said he had reason to come home, and probably 
started about the same time that we did, and if they fell in with either 
of these ships they are nearly home now. They cannot be much longer 
away, because the whaling-season is past, and they must leave whether 
$hey have whales enough or not. They would not be likely to winter 
up there; they are not, prepared for winter; Lhey must leave before 
winter sets in. 

I: have given you an outliue of our proceedings and adventures as 
far as I recollect. I kept no journal. Perhaps once in a month I would 
note down in 8 pocket-book one little incident or another, but that, 
was all. It was a little book, and I did not care anything about it. I 
understood by report that there was something similar to it picked up 
on the ice. This little b o k ,  which was a little book with ii leather 
cover not unlike a bank-bgok, was found on the ice after we had started 
from the party on the floe, and that is similar to the one L had. 

(The printed volume of testimony containing statements of the par- 
ties on board the Polaris being shown to Mr. Morton, and he being 
asked if the extracts which purported to have been written by himself 
were his and were correct, he said they were, but that he .did not expect 
them to be seen by anybody when he made them, having just written 
them down for his own use.) 

Question. Have you looked a t  this chart of Mr. Myer's B 
Answer. Not very minutely. 
Queetion. Look at this chart and state whether it is generally accu- 

rate. 
Answer. I think it is. As a matter of criticism, I should say that 

Newman'cI Bay did not appear to me from the ship on the day we passed 
it to be as wide as it is laid down on the chart, and it seems to me that' 
Polaris Bay is not as much af a bay on the chart as it really is. 

Question. You are the very man of Dr. Kane's expedition who was 
a t  Oape Constitution B 

Answer. Yes, sir. Hans Christian and I were there for Dr. &ne. 
We were both on board the Polaris on this expedition. We partially 
recognized Cape Constitution as we went up, but we were certain of it 
when we came down. 

Question. Is it correctly laid down on this map B 
Answer. I should say it is. It sppea,rs to me, however, that CWe 

Andrew Jackson is nearer to Cape Oonstitutcion than is represented on 
he map. 

Question. Do you think Cape Oonst.itution is put in the right latitude 
on the map 41 

Answer. I dare say it is. When I went there for Dr. Kaue I con- 
sidered it by dead reckoning to be some forty miles up the channel from 
where 1 started. 1 made no survey this time. I merely looked on. 
Oape Audrew Jeckson appears /to be f'iwfjher down than I supposed it 
to  be, bu t  coming down m e  rec*ognized Cape Constitution to be the 
same place that we supposed to be it going up, and tho exact 
spot where Hens and luyself killed two bears when we were on Dr. 
Eane's expedition. 1 do uot know whether its latitude iS k"a te ly  
laid down on this chart or not, but the same place that we supposed to be 
Cape Uonstitution as we wept up is the (Jape Constitution I visitedwith 
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Bans, and it bears the same relation to the rest of the shore-line as is 
shown on this cbart. I could not have been accurate when I was there 
first in regard to the latitude. I had only received a lesson in taking 
observations ii.0111 Dr. E i n c  and Mr. Songstag before I started, and 1 
was only an aniateur; by 110 iiieans a proficient. But we recognized 
the place this time, particularly as we (:ame down, as the same place a t  
which Hans and I were theu, and although I cannot be certain as to the 
exact accuracy of the chtirt, it, bears in reality the snine relation, so far 
as I can see, to the coast-line above it as  laid clowii here. 

Questiou. Do you remember lGuie’s chart? 
Answer. I hare oiily seen i t  once, and i t  was ct long t’irne ago, when it  

was newly made. 
Question. Do SOLI remember on tliat Rane’s chart, where you put 

down Cape Constitution, laud breaks right off to the west? 
Answer. That was only a supposition that it broke right o$ because 

we did not see it. We did not get far enough in front of the Cape to 
see around, and it’ was only a supposition that it broke off. 

Question. Do you remember that what is nom laic1 down in this  chart 
as land on this shore ahow Cape Constitution was laid L w n  as water 
on Eane’s chart ‘i 

Answer. Yes, sir ; it v~as supposed to be water. The land was not 
seen a t  that time. In sailing up  this time we discovered that instead 
of meter above Cape Constitution, there was land more than thirty 
miles above up to the openiug TIOW called the Southern Fjiord, or above 
that, ou the shores of Polaris Bay ant1 Robeson Channel. 

Question. After Captain Hall died, did you hear anybody express 
himself as relieved by his death ? 

Auswer. I did not ; but I thought some people were not very sorry. 
1 did not indeed hear any suvh expressions 1 never heard Captain 
Buddington say that he was relieved, but I heard within the last fern 
days that he did say so ; I did not hear it myself. The discipline of 
,the ship was good during Captaiu Hall’s life-tinie. He was a very kind 
m i n ,  but strict. Tilere \ P I S  nothing tyrannical about Iiim. Still every- 
body appeared to dread him aud respect him, That ma8 my feeling 
toward him. I did not dread him, but respected him very much ; I was 
an old ruun-o~-war7s-man, and discipline was familiar to me; after he clied 
the discipline was loose, and every person did almost as they pleased. 
Still, I saw 110 bad actions, or acts, committed. Captain Dall and 
Captain Buddington during Captain Hall’s life-time oocasioiially had a 
few words. Still, there was a good feeling between them. They ap- 
peared to be indebted to each other for fwors and kindnesses. Still, 
Captain Hall had i~ few words with him-I suppose in the line of dis- 
cipline, and things of that sort, 011 two or three occasions. 

Question. Did yon ever hear Captain Budcliugton depreciate Captain 
Hall among the crew 1 

Answer. No, sir. I hare heart1 him mutter to himself inarticulately 
bieveral words. I did not want to listen to what he was saying, but I 
knew they were :I little disrespectful to Captain Hall. 

Question. Did you ever hear him talk among tho men disrcspectfully 
of Captain Eel1 ? 

Answer. I did not; but I understood he did. He bas used a good 
many careless expressions tFat I did not take notice of. He was very 
foolish in B great many of’ hls ex1)ressions; and I did not thiulr tho  man 
meant what he said half the time. I 8aw him under the influence of 
liquor a couple of times j but could not swear that I gam him iucapable 
of doiug hib: duty. I Icnow that ho was boozy and iutouicated, but still 

It has beeu revised Pilice I saw it. 
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B a a n  can do a good deal when he is even that way. I never saw him 
lying down dead drunk. I heard that he had some difficulty with the 
doctor about the alcohol. I heard a slight altercation between them. 
I was in the upper cabin, but this happened, I understand, in the lower 
cabin. I was told it both by the doctor aiid by Buddington himself. I 
was told that the captain was tippliug on alcohol j and the doctor pro- 
posed to watch him, and hid liiinself down in the lower cabin, in Haus’s 
quarters, and hela,~’ there in ambush until the captaiu caine d o ~ u ,  when 
he had a little bottle secreted there, aud as he canie down there arid took 
his nip, the doctor sprung out upon hiin and wctnted to snatch it  from 
him, niid Buddingtoll got hold of the doctor. I do not know whether 
one of them fell or not. But such a thing happened between them, I 
understood, arid I thillk I heard the scufie going on j but I was not 
present a t  the time. It mas told by both of them afterward. 

That night after we left wiuter-quarters and were coi iug  home, when 
we left the west shore and got into the iriidcllc of’ the channel and were 
beset, I catinot say that he was drunk, but bo had bee11 drinking. I 
saw him able to give orders and work on deck, but I should thiuk that 
he had been taking something. I know Captain Hall kept a journal, 
but I do not know what becdmc of it. I saw it after Captaiii Hall’s 
death, but I have not seen i t  for a loiig time. It mas kept iu his clesk. 
It was in alarge book like this. (Referring to oue of the regular printed 
Navy jonrnals.) After his death I saw some peolde reading it. I thiuk 
I ,saw Captlaiu Buddington and others read it. I disreuieniber who else; 
perhaps Mr. Chester; I alii not sure. I do uot I;iiow mhcthcr any 
others read it or not. I saw them reading i t  in tke cabiu. This w a s  iiot 
verj7 long. It \\‘as, I understood, put away ;11nong his other papers. 
They were put, I understood, iu a tin box. Be had :I writiug.desk and 
B tin box with a lock aud lrey on, aud Captain Budclington pat his 
papers in it and kept tho k e ~ s  of it. Thizt box \vas on the ship until 
the eveuing we broke away j after that I do not h o w  what becctme of 
it. I did not see it. It 
was in the cabin aft, I Suppose, and Mr. Bryan and I were aft a t  tho 
time the ship went adrift putting the thiugs off, but I do iiot remember 
of putting that box over. I a111 sure I did ,not. We put pernuiican 

other boxes of ineat there, and clothitig arid bedding, &c., aiid a 
heavy bag of ammiinition, with powder, shot, and ererj other tliitig in 
it, I had prepared ;LU(~ laid iu the wheel-house, but I am sure I did not 
handle that box to put i t  out. Somebody else may have douc so, but 1 
did not. I did not see i t  afterward, never. I would know it  i f 1  had 
see11 it. I have never seen i t  since that time. It wasm japanned box, 
with a padlock and key on it. I did uot see anything of any of UW- 
tain Ball’s papers after that. I saw his papers frequently in Captain 
Buddiugton~e hands, just merely to replace thein in his box, but I have 
not seeu auy of Captain Hall’s papers since that night. I do not I ~ U O \ V  
that  ally part of the journal was buruetl. There was soinetliiug burned, 
but I do not know that it was any of tho journal. This was a fev days 
or probably ;b day before Usptaiu Ht~ell died. I understood that it 
was burned over a candle in the cabin by Captain ITall in the presence 
of Captain Buddington. J hewd this frou! Mr. Buddington himself * 

that  Captaiu Hail hail written a letter against Captilin Cuddington, aud 
that hp said that as long as he intended to destroJr it, i t  was not yorth 
while tha t  ho should read it. He said that it would OnlJ’ leave some- 
thing bud in his memory, and he would destroy it. It was burned. 1 
saw the burnt parts of it on the table that the oaudlestivlr was on that 
night. 

I t  was  not in the ship after we went ashore. 
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Question. Have you any way of accounting for the fact that you did 
not see the men on the ice the next mornipg after you went adrift 'P 

Answer. I bare no idea. They must have drifted. There appears to 
be no doubt about the fact that they saw us. They all saw us, it seems. 
And there is no doubt about the fact that we did not see them ; I am 
not able to give the reason, unless they were under the lee of Littleton 
Island ; they may have been one side of it arid we the other, and we 
could Hot see them on account of that. They were low' down. Mr. 
Chester and other men went frequent,ly up to the crow's-nest, but did not 
Bee them. Captaiii Tyson could not have known where he was, or he would 
not say we were a t  Northumberland Island. We were not at Northumber- 
land Island. We were sixty miles from it. We didn't go an inch in the 
direction in which the party were. We went directly in to the s o u t h e a s t  
ilirectly ashore as near as we could and toward Littleton Island, not more 

' then two miles above it. The only reason I can give that we did not see 
them was because they were in toward the east shore under the lee of 
Littleton Island, and we were to the north of it and the island was be- 
tweenus. It is ahigh island. The9 might see us, because we were a larger 
object, but we could not see them. They might after we got in near 
the shore have seen us in trhe space between Littleton Island and the 
mainland. There are two or three miles of channel there. They say 
they s a w  UB twice as we came down, and afterward when we got into 
this open channel, but we did not come down. We headed in to shore 
directly as near as me could. We might have drifted down a little. We 
did not head down, and tried to avoid goiiig down. We knew that there 
was no help for us, if we drifted down or did not get this lead into the 
shore. We could not do anything more than we did do to get the ves- 
sel ashore. 

Question. If you had seen them you could not have gotten to them B 
Answer. We could not indeed. 
Question. How much of tho time were these men at the mast-head 7 
Answer. They did not stop very long a t  a time. They scanned the 

horizon, I suppose, for ten or twelve minutes a t  a time. 
Question. Were they there half the time in all? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Question. How much of the time were the men a t  the mast-head alto- 

gether? 
Answer. Probably an hour altogether. They would go up and take 

a scan around, then come down to their work. We were very bus3 on 
board of the ship, and all Bands had to be to save her. I do not think the 
men were up more than an hour during the day. We went to work a t  
once to take care of the ship and to get her inshore. When we left 
Life-Boat Cove we left nothing there worthy of' note-a, lot of dhbris, 
old books, &e. They might have been valuable if they vere talren care 
of. We had not the means of transporting them home. The origiual 
log was copied into :I smaller book, and the copy was brought home, 
and I think that the originai was put into the box, and left iu the cairn 
on the hill up there. There were also some boxes of specimeus left 
there, and instruments. 

Question. When Captain Hall had his relapse, what mere tho Rymp 
toms; did he vomit in the first case 7 

Answer. I think not j not while I was in hisvpreseuce. 
Question. In  what WRY did the renewed illness manifest itself? 
Answer. He merely appeared to be like a person who is incapable of 

Question. Did that seem to come on suddenly B 
using his limbs-helpless almest. 
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Answer. It appears it came very suddenly. He was up today, and 

down to-morrow. I do not know whether it came with a stroke. I was 
not with him a t  the time. Mr. Chester was with him. It appears that he 
took something-medicine of some kind; but whether that was the 
cause of i t  I do not know. Of course it was not really the cause. 

Question. What induced him to take medicine; because he felt an 
afitack coming on 0 

Answer. I don't h o w .  I was not there. After the second attack 
he appeared to be numb. In fact, there appeared to be a general numb- 
ness or debility all over him, as far as I know. I did not  notice one leg 
oc arm more than another. I paid some attention to bhe natural history 
of the expedition. I pillled a great many littale flowers, mosses, and 
picked up a good many Stones, and I put away some Of them, but Ilost thein 
all. I saw some of the drift-wood. It was picked upin Robeson Channel, 
and brought doivu to the vessel. I saw it on the roop. I believe it was 
found on the shores of the maill channel of Robeson Channel above PO- 
laris Bay. I only saw what was brought in. Two large pieces of sled 
and pieces of wood of a pretty good thickness, for wood that grows in that 
country. I would suppose it did not grow in that country. Upon the 
question as to whether the tide came from the south or the north, I heard 
some of them say it came in from the north but my opinion is i t  came 
in from the south ; but there mas a continued drift from the north. I 
noticed that. This drift was generally to the southward, whether the 
wind was blowing or not, in the center of the main chanuel. I might 
hare seen ice going up for a short time, but it mas always sure to come 
farther south, and generally turned to the south altogether. I saw a 
good many musk-oxen. I' did not see any the second winter, not even 
in Eane's winter-quarters, which is higher than Life-Boat Cove. He 
~ a w  the skeletons, but no live ones. But around Newman's Bay there 
mere a good many herds of them. They feed on grass that grows there, 
and willow that grows there in the summer season. They paw it out 
in the winter season from under the snow and eat it. I did not see any 
molves, but I saw white foxes, hares, and a great many ptarmigans. 
we could go and catch 1omingS. 1 brought in five myself from the 
shore and had them all aboard for some time. They are innocent little 
things ; they would run away from SOU, but you could go and catch 
them without much trouble. They would go under the rocks. They 
could not burrow down r e v  far. They have hills in tho  snow in the 
winter, and have nests made there like a bird. Birds flew there that 
looked very much like hawks j dark brown in color and as hig :us chiclren- 
hawks. I think we  also saw a good number of ravens at Life-Cove Bay. 
I am not sure; I do not know whether we saw any at Polaris Bay or 
Rot. We saw little brant w s e .  They were small, not bigger than a 
domestic duck, but they looked. bigger. They had nests there. I do 
not know that anybody saw their nests, but we saw their Soung when 
they came down. We did not look much for them, but we saw a good 
many of them. They fed along the mater's edge, probably on shrimp, 
and  I think on the grass. I did not see any fish, but I s t ~ m  a good many 
shrimp, if you call them fish. 1 think me saw jelly-fish, but I am not 
sure. There are n groat m?ny seals thore, a couple of kinds :tt least. 
I not well acquainted with them, however, They feed on shrimp. 
We saw some northern hghts, but not so bright as I szw them down a t  
Rensselaer Harbor fOrLUerly. They did not appear to be so bright up 
there, During the winter we had' some very calm and quiet weather ; 
we could see across to the west land from the top of the hills during 
such weather. During the winter we occasionally saw a great deal of 
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open water. At  Life-Boat Cove the last season the tempernture was not 
as loa by any uieans as Kane had i t  in llensselaer Harbor. I do not 
know certaiuly mhetlier it was much lower than it was in Polaris Bay, 
but' I have an idea that the climate is inilcler a t  Polaris Bag than at 
Kaiie's winter-quarters. There is less snow a t  Polaris Bag. The lend 
is entirely bare of snow in the suinmer season. Down to the sonth aud 
west there is more snow. It is only a t  praininent points aud headlands 
vhere the  snow goes off, and all the rest is solid snow. The climate mas 
really milder higher up-in the eighties, than down in the seventies, 
and there was more vegetation ; there must be more vegetation, or 
musk-oxen could not lire. I saw places where they could not exist clown 
a great deal farther south than that. The ice was too thick, and there 
was no vegetation or anything under it, while a t  Polaris Bay you ~ o u l d  
find grass in patches as high as your atililes. There was good feed, and 
there were young willows that grew u p  there to a considerable height, 
some more than a foot above the ground. Down lower, I never saw 
any more thau a couple of ipches above the ground; they would 
spread out over the surface and die away. I think, altogether, it is 
milder farther north, and there is more vegetation than there is a great 
deal lower dowu. Our seiisatioiis of cold a t  Polaris Bay were certainly 
no greater than a t  ICan(3's winterquarters. We mere obliged to Inutlle 
up very warmly wheii we went out during the minter., particularly if i t  
was blowing. It' it was blowing a t  10 below zero it could not be stood 
a s  well as when it was 50 degrees beloy zero and not blowing. To take 
any exercise in calm meather, when i t  was 40 degrees below zero, you 
would not be able to muffle up much; still, a t  the same time, your ears, 
and nose, :ind fingers, and flesh 011 your aheek-bones were liable to be 
frozen. You could not feel I t  yourself; ~ ~ I ~ L I J S ,  but  it would be percep- 
tible iu the color of the skin. It would become white, and you would 
hme to get your blood in circuhtiou by rubbing the part affected. 

The examination of witnesses having bren concluded, the commission 
adjourned uutil tomorrow morning a t  11 a. m. 

WASIIINGTON, D. C., October 16, 1873. ' 
. By invitation, Surgeon-General Barnes, of' the United States Army, 

aud Surgeon-General Beak, of the United States Navy, were present to 
listen to such portion of the statement of Dr. Bessels (who, it was ex- 
pected, ~ o a l c l  be next called) as related to the sickness and death of 
Captain Hall. 

Examination of Dr. Einil Bessels. 

I was borii a t  Heidelberg, in 1844; graduated at Heideiberg; joined 
the Polaris expedition a t  Brooklyn as chief of the scientific departueut ; 
left New York with that expedition on the 29th of June ;  next day at 
noon arrived at New London ; left Now London on the 3d ; on the Xlth 
landed at Saint John's j left Saint John's again on the 19th, makiiig our 
way for the coast of WesF Greenland; we arrived a t  Fiskernaes on 
the 27th of Ju ly  to look for ono of the natives, Hans Christian, mho 
bad accompanied the expedition of Ksne, and had been taken back by 
Hays. We left Fiskernaes after two days, and in going to  Holsteiuberg 
we encountered s gale. We arriveQ a t  Holsteinberg on the 31st of 
July. We tliere met the SivediBh expedition, under the coininand of 
Oaptain Van Otter, and obtained some very valuable information in 
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regard to the state of the ice at the north and Upernavik. We 
remained at  Holsteinberg until the 3d of August, when we left and 
shaped our course to Disco, where w e  arrived on the 4th of August, a t  
3 in the afternoon. Pinding that the inspector was absent, Captain 
Hall dispatched a boat7 under the command of‘ M:,. Chester, to look for 
him a t  Jacob’s Haveu and Rittenbenk. On the 10th of the same month 
the steamer Congress arrived. We landed oue part of our stores and 
took the rest of them on board--as muchc as we could carry. 

During our stay a t  Disco there was a little difference between Cap- 
tain Hall and Mr. Meyer, and then between Captain Hall and myself. 
Some kind friends wanted to make out $hat w e  had a mutiny on 
board of t’he ship. But the whole amount of it was that Captain 
Hall wanted Mr. Meyer to write his journal, and Meyer did not 
waiit to do it. Captain Hall intended to discharge him, and spoke to 
me about it. 1. told him that I did not think Mr. Bryan and myself 
would be able to perform the whole of the work to be done on an ex- 
pedition like that. 1 told him I preferred to go on shore myself if Mr. 
Meyer was disyissed. I saw that we would not be able to do the work. 
Finally Mi.. M c p r  agreed to conform to the orders and instructions of 
Captain Hall, and the matter was settled. Happily5 I aui able to pro- 
duce to you the original copy of‘ the original instructions belouging to  
Captain Hall. 1 fouud it when the vessel broke adrift, and here you 
will find a statement on this page in Captaiu Hall’s own handwriting. 
I think it explain@ the matter. (Dr. Besscls prodncus copy of’ the orig- 
inal instructions of Captain Hall, containing a memorandum in Captain 
Hall’s own handwriting, and signed by A h .  Meyer, 011 the  lGth of August, 
1871, it being 5 meiuorandum made at  tlie time of the arrangement of 
the difficulty. It is written on the sixth page of the copy ot the orig- 
inal instructions belonging to Captain Hall, and marked with his name 
in his hanrl\vritiug. It is as follows: “ A s  R member of the United 
States naval north polar expedition, I do hereby solemnly promise and 
agree to conform to a11 the orders and instructions as herein set forth 
by t h e  Secretary of the United States Navy to thu commander. Signed, 
Frederick Moyer, observer, United States Army. God Haven, Green- 
land, August lG, 1551.” This memoraildurn is written opposite the fol- 
lowiug clause in the instructions, which is underlined in pencil by Cup- 
tsin Hall : All persons attached to the expedition :ire uiider your 
command, and shall, uiider every circumstancu and conclitiou, be suQject 
to the rules, regulatioiis, and laws governing the discipline of tlle N ~ x T .  
to be modified, but not increased by you, as the circuuistances I~ , z ; \ .  iu 
your judgment require?’ Paper is iuarlred bj* Secretary, No. 1, E. B.) 

After having taken some dogs on board, X T ~  left Disco on the after- 
noon of the 17Lh. We arrived at Upernavib on the 18th, staid there 
for three days, and dispatched a boat to Proveil to get Hans,  Kane’s 
Esquimaux, and on the 21st, at  S p. m., left tho settlenieut, Goreriior 
Elburg on board, who proposed to accompany us to Tessnisak to procure 
solile dogs and skius. we stopped at the islalid I h g i t u k  011 our may. 
We took twlve  dogs ou board, aud arrived at Tessnidak early ou the 
lnorniiig of’ the 22~1. We staid there for two days, and left ou tho . 
afternoon of the 24th. 

We 
had two patent logs overl)oaId, one a-starboard, and oue on tho port 
Hidc of tlie ship, and we llotetl all the distances and courses run. That 
is the original of’ our course from Disco up to the highest point north, 
up to S3o 16’, and our drift back to 810 30‘ to Theuk God HaNor. ‘h350 
I ~ L L \ ~ O S  which I have in uly hand wera taken By me out of tho original 

Proin this time Mr. Bryan, Mr. Meger, and myself kept a log. 
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logbook and put together, in order that they might be in  a more con- 
venient shape to bring home in the boats, because we could not under- 
take to bring the whole large log with us. 

These contain the original entries made a t  the time in t,he logbook 
of the courses and distances arid other remarks made a t  the time. 
This log was kept by Mr. Bryan, Mr. Meyer, and myself. (The paper 
marked by the Secretary No. 2, E. B.) Besides that 1 liave the diEerent 
courses reduced and corrected. I lost one part, but I kept the other 
part. Here is the one par t l  saved, of the reduced courses and distances. 
This covers the portion from July 3, leaving New London and New Pork, 
up to the 26th of July. Here are more documents referring to the same 
thing, showing some of the courses of the Polaris. These are taken 
from the ship’s log, because we only kept a log after leaving Tessnisak 
and at Smith’s Sound. This little book (producing a little book resem- 
bling a bank-book, with leather corer) is our rough 1%. (The paper 
taken from Mr. Chester’s log is marked by the Secretary No. 3 E. B. 
The rough log is marked No. 4 E. B.) We left Tessnisak on the after- 
noon of the 24th of August, and passed Cape Pork a t  7.45 in the even. 
ing. There me met little ice. On the Xth,  a t  4.30 p; m., we cxperi- 
enced for t h e  first time a northerly set, indicated by the drift of ice 
moving rapidly to the south. At 7.30 we passed Cape Parry, bearing 
northeast by east, distance about twenty miles. A t  8 o’clock we passed 
many bergs aground, abreast Cape Parry, imitating outline of the coast, 
seeming to indicate a shoal lying off the coast. The same range of 
bergs we also saw during our retreat in the boats in Jane, 1872: At 10 
in the crening we found ourselves surrounded by broken ice. We had 
to steer very irregularly to aroid collisions, always keeping the lancl on 
the starboard side. Latitude a t  uoon, by dead reckoning, 760 12’; lon- 
gitude, by dead reckoning, 690 37’. By observation me made it 750 56’; 
longitude, 690 26‘ 30‘‘. At  1.8 o’clock in the afternoon we passed Cou. 
icle Rock, fifteen miles clistant; a t  2 o’clock, Cape Dudley Digges, about 
twelve miles distant; a t  G o’clock we s a v  a great number of walruses, 
and tried to kill some, but we did not succeed ; a t  8 in the evening we 
passed the mouth of Grauville Bay, and an hour later we were compelled 
to take the logs in, being surrounded by broken ice. We put them over- 
board again a t  0.30, but had to take them back 20 minutes after that. AG 
11.10 we passed Fitz Clarence Rock. A t  4.30, on t h e  27th,. we sighted 
Cape Isabella and Cape Alexander, a t  the entrance of Smith’s Sound. 
At 5.15 we passed Hakluyt Island. Five minutes later we were stopped 
by ice. Latitude a t  noon observed 770 61’, longitude a t  3.51 p. m. 73” 5’. 
A t  3 in the afternoon we entered Smith’s Sound and passed Cape Alex- 
ander. A t  4.37 we passed Port Foullie a t  winter-quarters of Hayes, and 
a t  5, Littleton Island ; 6.50 we passed Cairn Point, and a t  8 we found 
ourselves abreast of Rennselaer Harbor. 

Now webegan to shape ourcourse to the west. What seems remarkable 
there is, that instead offinding the western shore blocked by ice, we really 
found there open watw. We shaped our course to the west, not because we 
were met by ice? but because it was of the utmost consequence to follow 
the coast-line, and the east coast trended a good deal to the eastward, 
but we would not make $8 much north by following it. Consequentlp 
we took to the west course, and got along in a very short time, But what . 
I Tant to say is that every current moving in the direction from north to  
south will be deflected to the westward on account of the rotation of the 
earth, and consequently i t  will deposit its ice, or my foreign matter that 
it carries, to the westward. In point of theory we would espect to find 
that, but in reality we found it to be different j and me found this to be 
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the case a t  every island or continent in the arctic regions. So, for in- 
stance, the west coast of Spitzbergen has been esplored thoroughly. The 
east coast is hardly known on account of the ice. We find the same thing 
in Nova Zembla and on the east coast of Greenland. I do not kuow 
how to account for it. On our expedition we found in going over from 
the west coast open water where we might hare expected ice to  be de- 
posited ; me had the !ce to the starboard side going out. 

Question. How is it In Greenland, farther south ? Is the ice on the 
east coast or west coast 9 

Answer. The ice 1s on the east coast of Greenland, and has accumu- 
lated there. The east coast of Greenland has been visited but very 
seldom. 

Dr. Bessels, (resuming :) 
We made over to the west coast on the 28th a t  3.30 a. m., and found it 

clearof ice over there, a t  Cape Hawks, on the port beam, distant about fif- 
teen miles. There we had to  take our logs in. A t  9 o’clock we passed 
Cape Wilkes ; a t  12.30 we reached Cape Sham; a t  2.30 Cape McClintock. 
Capo McClintock is a north cape of Soorseby Bay. At  3.45 v e  reached 
Cape Lamrcuco. We found that the east coast of Grinuell’s Laud is 
entirely different from what  has been given by either Kane or Hayes. 
I have plotted all the diff’erent surveys from the year 1G1G to 1SG5, made 
by Belot and Baffin in 1616, by John Ross in 1818, by Inglefleld in 1862, 
by Kane in 1853, and by Hayes in 1565. I have reduced them all to 
the same scale, marking the diflerent surveys by different colors, so that 
you can see the difference a t  a glance. (Plan produced.) 

Dr. Bessels, (resuming:) A t  12.20 we passed close to au island on the 
starboard side, passing between the island and the land. It had not 
been laid down by Hayes j but seems to lie in his very track. If his 
track has been put down right on his chart, he ought to hare passed 
directly over that island. The island lies in latitude . We are still in 
Smith’s Sound. A t  2.20 on the 29th we had to stop to repair our en- 
gine, We took the logs in and started ngaiu a t  3 o’dock. A t  8.12 in 
the morning we liad to stop 011 account of dense fog, and a t  9.13 tho 
readirlg of our log showed ?ne hundred and nine miles. Obser\7sd lati. 
tude a t  11oon, 810 20’) longitude G4O 34’. AS I have stated, we found 
ourselves a t  noon i n  latitude SI0’ 20‘, having passed through Ken- 
nedy’s Channel. At  4 in the afternoon we mot some bergs and broken 
ice. We sighted Cape Constitution going up as we passed it, but 
it was not very clearly defined. It was rather hazy a t  tho time, but 
we could seo the land lying A t  6.08 we stoplied, and 
atarted again a t  7.18. At ‘3 O’clock we passed a mass of loosely packed 
drifting ice. We could see the land on both sides. We have always 
been able to see tbo land on both sides all the way up whenerer it 
has been cIear after me passed through Eennedy’s Chauael, the chan- 
ne1 being a t  the widest part about thirty-three miles wide. The next 
day, the 30th, me found it very foggy, and we mado our way through 
&rifting ice, and had to take our log in a t  6 in the morning, and put i t  
over again a t  9.13. At  9.35 we mere compelled to stop, and me 
reached tho third day our highest latitude with 820 16‘’ the highest 
latitude ever reached any ship. We y,7er0 h a  channel a t  that time, 
and some time before that some of the officers thought we were in the 
bay, When I ca’me 011 dCck in the morning, about G o’clock, Captain 
Buddington showed m! a dark clolid, hanging quite lorn over the hori- 
zon, a t  a pretty g.00~1 distance t o  the north, ahead of us. Sometimes, 
when the fog cleared away, you could get s9me glimpse of land, and this 
land is the northernmost land \to saw. I placed it in lstitudo 2340 401. 

. 

it. 
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It is on none of the charts that have been published, but the land exists 
in reality. There is a high 
plateau wit,h deep cliffs. I think me ought to name i t  Grant’s Land. 
There is no doubt about the existence of laud there. A few of us only 
hare seen-it, but Captain Hall, in his dispatch to the Secretary of the 
Navy, on page 15 oC the IJi.eviously printed report, says, l1 There is appear- 
ance of land farther north, and extending more easterly than what I 
have just noted, but a peculiar, dark, nebulous cloud, that constantly 
hangs over what seems to be land, preveuts my making a full determi- 
nation.” 

In nrriv- 
ing a t  that latitude we had to construct our course back.. It w:m rather 
difficult sometimes to do it, but then I think that it will be found to 
be quite reliable, because we mere able to take the mean of two patent 
logs, and if me did not construct i t  back, if we took it Srotu our set 
point of observation, were deducting tho current, i t  really took us to 
820 29/, if’ we took it by dead, reckoning, from that point. But in con- 
structing it back aud allowing for current, Mr. Meyer reduced i t  to 
820 16‘. We had no deviation of the compass, and w e  liad uo proper 
observations for variation. So it was rather difficult. We had to take 
our variations from a chart made up by Mr. Schott for the expeilition. 
I have brought back the original. (Origina’l produced.) 

After we reached the highest point me had to make fast to an ice-floe, 
not beiug able to penetrate any farther. We had a cousultat,ion or1 
deck smoug the oacerg of the ship, Mr. Chester, hlr. Morton, Captain 
Tyson, Captain Budclington, and myself. Jlessrs. Chester, Tyson, aud 
Mortou suggested going ahead. 1 did the sa8me, only remarking a t  the 
same time that if me were uot able to make any more northing we were 
to strike the west coast, bec;ruse we had a fiue base of land to proceed 
on. Captain Buddington said that he did not see any cliaiice to go in 
farther, and so me did not attempt it. Captain Ea11 mas very auxious 
to go north. 

Question. Was there m y  opening to the north a t  that time 4d 
Answer. I had not been a t  the mast-head. Tyson was there and one 

of the men, and they both reported that t,hey saw plenty of open water, 
intersected by drifting icc. I was only ou deck, and you know that 
from there your radius of‘ sight is very limited. It amounted to about 
seven miles from the deck 0 1  the Polaris. We could not see open mater 
from the deck. The ice was intersected by water-leads. We tied up to 
the ice aud driftedbaclr. Captaiu I4dI had before that attempted tolancl 
a t  ltepulse Harbor; that is a harborsituated ou the north coast of Green- 
land, but finding the tide running very strong, he camoback again. IIe 
attempted to put up winter-quarters there, bnt it dit1 not seem to be 
very well ndapted, being open to the north and subject to the prevail- 
iug winds, and oonsequently would be subject to the drift of very heavy 
ice. 

On August 30 there was fog during the whole timei. The rigging of’ 
the sbip was coated with ice. You could see land 011 both sides, m d  
could see it plaiuly. I n  the afternoon we had a heavy snow-f~~lI, which 
w m  very likdy produced by being in the viciuity of a heavy pack of ice. 
At  7.15 in the evening i t  cleared off, and Captnin IIalI, witli MY. Tyson, 
lauded again a t  the same place-ltepulsc Harbor-but could not get io. 
I t  was filled with ice. At 21.30 in the eveuing we were compelled to 
makc fast agaiu. Icc was moving fast under the influence of the flood- 
current. August 31, (i o’clodr in  t h e  morning, we left the ice-floe j it 
grew foggy, and we had to tia up again a t  7.50. On the 1st of’ Septem- 

The land runs uortheasr, aucl southwest. 

We Imde our highest latitude a t  520 16’ on 30th of August. 
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ber, a t  9.35 in the morning, we tried to push ou. We pushed to the 
eastward, but about thirty-fire iriinutes efter we had to tie up. ,During 
the night there was heavy ice made. Finally, w e  drifted down. m7e 
could not find any harbor along the whole coast, except, perhaps, a t  
Newman's Bay, or in that inlet called on the chart Southern Fjiord. 
We had to make fast on the lee of a n  iceberg, called by Captain Hall 
Provide~ice Berg, in Polaris Bay. He called that Thank God Harbor. 
We went into winter-quarters there. It consists of an iceberg. There 
is s slight indentatioli in the coast, but it is very slight. Yon would 
hardly see it on a map with an ordinary scale. The berg aud some floe- 
ice formed 11s a sort of breakwater. We were swept down by the ice. 
I do not think that our drift was eutirely due to the current. We had 
pretty strong northeasterly and northwcasterly miuds, arid the mean 
strength of the current amounted on an average from 0.4 to 0,G of a 
mile per hour. 

On the 4t4 of September, midnight, me arrived at Thank God Harbor. 
During the next day we were employed in preparing for winter-quar- 
hers. The ship was unloaded, and the provisions lauded 011 shore. We 
had an observatory set up on the shore at an elevation of 34 feet above 
mean ses-level. Tile Esquirnaux mere sent out to hunt mid fouud triiccs 
of musk-oxen-animals found for $he first, time iu West Greenland alive. 
Kaus fouud several skeletons impregnated by carbonate of lime, but it 
is rery likely that those animals had esistecl there a long time before. 
Musk-oxen h;.wo been discovered in East Greenland lately. The Esqui- 
maux told us that on the east coast of' Grinnell Land on the other s i c k  of 
the channel there are plenty of uativcs and more musk-oxen. They 
hunt them with tho bow and arrow. 

As already stated, we erected an observatory, and on the 15th Mr. 
Chester, the Esqnimnux Joe, Hans, and mpwlf'were sent out on a sledge- 
journey $0 see whether there mas a, practical route northward, if during 
the spring t h e  ice should not; be in good condition to travel 011. Besides 
that, me went to hunt musk-oxen. We came back again on the %th, 
having found R plain about thirty miles long extendiug to the north- 
.cvard, and having killed one musk-OX. On the.lQth of' October Captain 
&11, i11 company with Mr. Chester and the two Esquimaux, left his 
s l edge jou r i i~~  and went u p  to  Newman's Eay, arid retnrnecl on the 24th 
of October. After he czme back he was taken sick He started on the 
10th of October and came back the 24th. 1 WRS a t  the obsermtory at 
the time lie returned., I hac1 fixed the observatory, and got the iustru-, 
went rpady to take our observations. Up to that time nieteorological 
obserrations had been taken every three hours. Prom the end of 
October hourly series began. me noted hourly the height of tho barorne- 
ter, the teinperature of the air, the moisturo of the atmosphere, direc- 
tion and force of the wind, alld the amouut and kind of clouils, with 
tlieir respective directions, state O f  the weather, k c .  Iksides that, as- 
troiiouiical observations mere kept up to deteriiiiue reliable meridian. 

As I s;iy, I was at the observatory when 1 heard the sledges appro:ich- 
ing, and we116 out to  meet Captain Hall aiid his ynrtj. De slioolr hands 
with me, a11d J. :lccompenied him about hdf-way to the ship ; then i re- 
turned to the obserrntory. After some time Mr. Meyer caii~e over to call 
me, stating tllat Captain Ea11 was taken sick, eittl w s  in bcd. That 
was abuut a.11 l l o ~ ~ r  and a half after he had arrived. When I went out; 
to nioet hiin I had some CoUversation with him. He told 1110 that he 
had had verr low tempernture auc1 could not mako any heudway. He 
expected to go a great deal farther, bu t  was compelled to return on ac. 
count of the configumtioii of the I h d .  The laud he found to he mount- 
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ainous and barely covered with snow, and so he could not make an$ 
northing, and he was compelled to conie back. He did not say anything 
a t  the time how he was, but afterward said he had not felt very well 
for two or three days. 

As I said before, after I saw Captain Hall I went back to the obserra- 
tory, and in about an hour and a half Mr. Meyer came over to call me, 
stating that Captain Hall was sick. I went over to see him. I fooncl 
himin his bed. It was rather warm in the cabin, and the first thing I 
did n.ns to open the door before 1 spoke to him. Ete told nie he had 
been vomiting, and that he felt pain in his stomach and weakness in his 
legs. M'hile I was speaking to him he all a t  once becanic comatose. I 
tried to raise him up, but it was of little use. His pulse was irregular- 
from GO to  SO. Sometimes it mas full, and sometimes it was weak, and 
he remained in this comatose condition for twenty-five minutes without 
showing signs of any cournlsions. While he was in this coniatose state I 
applied a iuusttird poultice to his legs and breast. Besides.that, 1 made 
cold-water applications to his head and put blisters on his neck. In 
about twenty-five minutes he'recovered conscioiisi~ess. I found that 11s 
was taken by hemiplegia. His left arm and left sidewereparalyzed,iiiclud- 
ing the face and tongue, and each respiration produced a puffing of' tho 
left cheek. 

The muscles of the tongue were aEected also, ( the hypoglossus nerve 
,being paralyzed,) so that when the patient was requested to show his 
tongue and he did so, the point would be deflected toward the left side. 
I macle liirn take purgatives. I gare him a cathartic consisting of cas 
tor-oil aiid three or four drops of' croton-oil. This operated ,upon him 
three times, not to  any great extent, hoverer. He had not eaten much 
during the time he had been out. Ou sledge-journeys. you have to try 
to save your provisions. He slept souie hours duriug the night. Mr. 
Mortou kept watch a t  his bed. On tho morning of the 25th he took 
some arrowroot for breakfast, but he experienced some difficulty in swal- 
lowing it. He complained of the numbness of his tongue. Sometimes 
he was eutirely incapable of speaking distinctly. Again I gare hiin 8 
dose of castor-oil and-croton oil, and he recovered from his paralysis 
pretty weI1. On the 28th he had a restless night, and hardly any appe- 
titc in t h e  morning. He asked for arrowroot, but when it was ready he 
would not take it. He ate some preserved foocl. I think he took some 
peaches and perhaps some pine apple, but I am not quite sure as to 
that. He complained of chilliness, and indeed he had some very rapid 
changes of temperature-changes of 4,emperature like you find in cmes 
of intermittent fever. I tried .the temperature by a thermometer. I 
applied it to him. The temperature sometimes rose to  1110 and fell to 
830. I applied it in his arm-pit and sometimes in his mouth. He did 
not lilze to have it applied to the arm-pit. His temperature \vas higher 
in the evening. This was on t h e  26th. 

Questiou. What was the state of his mind a t  that time? 
Answer. The state of his mind was as well as ever before-quite clear 

at that titile. Before chat he had shown no symptoms of deliritim what- 
ever, nor was he delirious after that-at least I woulcl not call it deliri- 
ous. He regained his intellect eutirely after he had been in this coma- 
tose condition. After having experienced these sudden changes of 
tenrperatnre, and he having recovered from his attack of apoplexy, I 
gave him a hxpoderiuic inj~ctiou of about a grain and a half of quinine 
to see what the effect woulcl be. There was a, decided intermission, a8 
shown by the thermometer, and fpr that reason I injected a small 
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dose to see whit effect it mould have. He felt better in the 
evening. His temperature \vas normal. He took a little arrow- 
root tiiid SOLUC soup. On the 27th his appetite improved, but he com- 
plained agaiir of numbness in t h e  tongue. He experienced difficulty 
in spealiiug. On the 23th he showed the first symptoms of a wan- 
dering mind. I saw hiin in the afternoon, and a t  3 o'dock he 
juinpetl out  of his bed, supposing that 0upt:iins Bucldirigton and Tysou 
were after him with a gun to  shoot him. I told him there was nothing 
of t,he kind, and sent for Captain Buildington and Captain Tyson. Cap- 
tain Butldiugton came, and he seemed to  be satisfied, but during the 
evening lie grew worse and worse. He accused everybody. Iie thoughtl 
that t h e  cook mas after him to slloot him, and gave one sprirrg forward 
with n knife. Ue examined, if I a m  not mistalren, Captain Budding- 
ton's uloutli, and said that he saw blue gas coming out of it, and thought 
thex winted to  poisou him. Mr. Chester Vmuteti to give iiiiii a pair of 
stocking$, but he wonld not take them for fear of beiiig poisoued. He 
labored under such l~alluoiuatio~i during the whole day. He was app:~,. 
rentl j  well, but he did not take anjthiiig except canned food, nncl he 
opeiled these cans hilnself so as  to be sure not to be poisoned. He was 
stroug euough to do that. If lie did not succeed in opeuiug them he 
mould have one of the natires assist him. Ho would call upon his Es- 
quiniaux, or Hannah, to do i t  for him ; and during that time Hannah 
and Joe were the only persons that atteuded hiin. He  did not trust 
anybody else. , Morton was soinet~iines with hiin, and one of the mcu 
at'terwvnrd, a n d  h e  made them taste everything he took; even t h e  food 
he took out of the ca116. That state 1:isted uutil Saturday, t h e  4th 
of November. He would not allow me to go and see him from the 2'3th 
to the 4th. I did not have him under treatment during the whole time. 
L& hac1 some pills, and difleront niedicines in R little box, and he took 
thein. I do not know how mauy he took. He always wanted souie 
pills. ne asked me sereral times for pills, and to satisfy him I uiade 
hiill sotlle pills oL' bread, and gave thoni to Hannah to give to him to 
titlie. Re thought they did hini some good at the time. On the 4th he 
grew more reasonable, but then there was a great difficulty in his speech. 
Sometimes lie could hardly niove his tongue. He cornplaiued of the 
heaviness of it, nnmbuess, and sollietimes in asking questimv he could 
not giro a decided answer, and hesitated considerably. That mas both 
from his inability to articalato, as also from waut of words. His paraly- 
sis on the left side was nearly gone, except so far as the organs of speech 
mere aEected. In  requesting him to show his tongue he would do it, 
but from the tilde of the first attack the tip mas alnuys deflected toward 
tho loft. I bathed his feet with warm water :ind mustard on the Sth, 
and I tried to do it again on the Gth. He thouglit I was going to poison 
him with the bath, and I thought it was better not to excite him too 
much, arid so I left him alone. A t  1 o'clock on the morning of the 7th 
he jnmped o u t  of his bed, asking for Captain Budtliugton and Hannah. 
I \viis :IL the observatory a t  the time. Mr. Chester sent Mr. Mewr and 
Noah Hares to call nie. When 1 c;imo he asked for some water, and, on 
exarnioiug him, I found that the pupil of his left ere  mas dilated and 
the right contracted. After haying takeu Some mater he went to bed. 
Whorl 1 aslied after the state of' his health, he said tliat he felt rather 
worse than ho did the day boforo; that  h s  experienced more difficultg 
in speaking. He became comatose, and, at tho same time, as soon ne 
that happmed, you couId hear gilrgliug or rBle 111 111s throat ; and, of 
course, u ~ ~ d c r  tho circumstances, I could not attempt to bleed him. 

33 N 
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By Surgeon-General BARNES : 
Question. Did he beeonie gradually comatose, or was there another 

sudden seizure like the first 1 
Answer. There was another sudden seizure like the first. His left side 

seemed to be paraljzed again. Previous to this, on the 2d day, he had 
regained his power of motioii on the left side, and liail apparently en- 
tirely recovered from his paralysis, except in  the tongue. He nom 
seemed to be paralFzed again on his left side. I found that out by try- 
ing him with a pin to see ifsthere would be any muscular motion, bnt 
there was none. I tried the right side also. There was a sensation ou 
the right side, but apparently none on the left. Finally we noticed re- 
fleetory or spasmodic motions of his niuscles on the left side, resein bling 
Saint Vitos's dance on one side of his body. Occasionslly the s m e  
sytnptoios were notitwl on the right side, but very seldom, and to a 
uluch less degree. This was on the 8th. At 3.25 in the morning he 
died. I did not attempt to bleed him after I heard the rattling in tlie 
trachea which I hare  described. 

Question. Give us your opinion as to the cause of his first attack. 
Answer. My idea of the cause of the first attack is that he had been 

8exposed to very low temperature during the time that he was on the 
sledge journey. He came back and entered a warm cabin without taking 
OB his heavy fur clothing, and then took a cup of warm cogee, and any- 
body knows what the consequence of that  would be. I did not look at 
the thermometer when I entered the cabin to see what the temperatiire 
was, but I found the room very warm ; so oppressive that I opened the 
door before I went to his bed. 

Question. What had been his physical condition before he vent  on 
the journey 9 Do you know anything about that l 

Answer. Sometimes be used to complain of a headache, and of a 
numbness of his hand, or some part of his neck. €10 did that after we 
left, and 'I did not take it as a. very good sign. Before he left on this 
journey I noticed nothing in part'icular. He appeared to be in his 
usual health. When I first came to him, after his first attack, I asked 
him how he had been during the  last days of his sledgejourney, arid 
be said that he had not felt quite well j that he felt a weakness in his 
legs, and sonietimcs suffered with a headache. 

In  the cabin in which he was when he was first taken siclr there 
were eight berths. It had about 1,000 cubic feet, I should say. It vas 
about 15 feet long and about 8 feet wide. Seven people alept there, in- 
cluding the captain. They all slept there during his sickness. The 
ship was housed in with canvas and bauked up mith snow, with a narrow 
passage-may at the gangway to come in. The chauge was very great, 
coining into such an atmosphere from where he had been on t h a t  journey 
for two weeks. He had been exposed to temperature as low as 200 and 
250 below zero. His coming into this cabin, where the temperature was 
so different, produced a sudden reaction. The temperature of that cabin 
was from G W  to 700. 

Question. What medicine did you administer to him during the course 
of his sicknessl 

Ansffar. Some castor-oil and croton-oil, and some citrate of magnesia. 
During snch intermittouts I gave him an injection of sulphate of qui- 
nine. That is all the medicine 1 gave him. In fact you could not 
give any medicine in a c8sa like that. I used mustard applicatious, 
wnd ap1)lications of cold Water, and put a blister on the back of  his 
neck. With regard to h is  appetite, he had to beep dieling all the tiam 

1 
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He wanted to eat seal-meat, &e., but I could not let, him have it, and for 
that reason he accused me of wantiog to starve him to death. At  on8 
time he got Hannah to cook him some seal-meat, and 1 cojild not pre- 
vent him from eating it after she had done so. I tliink he ate quite ;I 
lot of i t  on that occasion. That was Saturday? the 4th of Noveniber ; 
it was the day he grew a little more reasonable. 

Question. Do 3011 remember his refusing to take medicine and C a p  
tain Buddiiigton saying "Mix Up rather wore than he wants, and if he 
sees ]ne take a little of it, he will take it 9,; 

Answer. Yes, sir; he said SO.  He had not liad a passibge for two 
d a p ,  and I wanted him to take some medicine,.aud 1 could not get him 
to do it. So I mixed some emtor-oil with croton-oil again, and gare i t  
to  C:iptain Buddington, and reqursted him to give it to Captain Ea11 to 
tolie, but Captain Hall would not do it. 1 could not get him to take i t  
ill any way. I gave i t  to Haunali, a3ud he mould not take i t  from her. 
He asked for sonie cathartic pills. I gave him souie of those. When 
he was given some he buried th t in  untler his pillow. After his iiiin(i 
began to wander he grew very suspicious of everybody. He thought 
everybody was trying to  l)oison nncl murder him. I l u  never showed 
any direct suspicion or niade uccusations against aiiy one before his 
mind began to wnnder. IIe did it t h e  first tiuie 011 the BSth of October. 
The first day the mustard applications w?re inado I made them rngself. 
Hannah brought the mustard to tlie citbiu, mid tlic steward brought the 
wwrin water? bu t  I mixed them aud applied them. Captain Buddington 
SRW his tongue deflected, and Mr. Meyer saw it, and I tliink the Esqai- 
IXIRUX Joe and Hannah also saw it. If I am not mistaken Chester slpd 
Morton saw it also. Morton was with him during the greater part of 
the time. 

By Surgeon-General JOSEPII BEALE, U. S. N. : 
Question. Did Captain Hall liars any stertorous respiration, or did he 

breathe quietly 1 
Answer. He breathed quietly ; there was no stertor at all. 
Question. How did you know in tho first instance that  the first attack, 

that  lasted 28 minutes, m i 8  not a case of syncope B You call it a com&- 
tose condition. How did you ascertain i t  mas ,not a case of syncope9 
Might he not have fainted? 

Answer. 0, lie Was paralyzed- 
Question. How did you know he mas paralyzed '? He was iring in his 

berth ? 
Ansmor. Yes, sir. 
Question. How did you ascertain he was paralyzed 7 Was it  a paralp 

sis both of motion and sensation1 
Answer. It was oiily par"lySiS of motion after the recovery. His 

paralyjis did not leave biin until the next day. 
QLlestion. Motiou and sensation both? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Did J-ou try the sensation in the first attack 7 
Answer. Yes, sir; I tried it with a needle. 
Question. How dld SOU try the paralysis of motion B 
Answer. I lifted his hand, and as soon as his hand was lifted it monld 

Question. You hqd no doubt, then, that it mas a case of that kind9 
Answer. 0, no, sir; there was not the leaat doubt about that, As 

He mas not 

fall. 

Boon as his hand would be lifted it \rould fa11 back again. 
able to support it. 
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Question. You have mentioned that there was an interval of four days 

Answer. 80, sir. 
Question. Did yon see him during that time 7 
Answer. I saw him in the morning before I went to the observatory, 

and in the evening before I went to bed. 
Question. Was there any medicine administered to liim P 
Answer. Nobody gave him auy. He had some in his drawer. I ex- 

amined it after his death. I found there some cathartic pills and some 
patent medicines. I found no narcotics, no opium. 

After Captain Hall’s death Captain Buddington aud myself held a 
consultation, t h e  result of which I suppose you have seen. I can pro- 
duce the original. It was put down in black arid white, commuuicated 
to  the officers of the ship, and, if I am not mistaken, i t  was copied iiito 
the log. It was signed bs both of us. 

( A  paper was hauded Dr. Bessels, which he recognized as the original 
statement taken down in his own handwriting. I t  was marked by the 
Secretary, “No. 3, E. 33.”) 

Dr. BESSELS, (resuming:) I am real13 a t  st loss as to what to  say of 
what occurred during the winter. Observationswere kept ap diligeu tly- 
meterological, astronomical, and magnetic. We had two snow-houses 
connected with the observatory, one of them containg st declinometer, 
and the other a dip-circle. The tidal observations begau on the 6th of No- 
vember, 1871, and continued until tho 7th of June, 1878, comprising 
nearly eight lunations. These observations mere kept up hourly, some- 
times half-hourly, aud to establish aacoratelg the turn of the tides a t  
intervals of every ten minutes, I compared the observetions every 
e,veuing, and had supplied the service with a good time-piece. Tliesn 
observations proved tho important Sact that  t h e  tide of Thank God 
Harbor is riot produced by tho Atlantic, but by the Pacific tidal IWW. 
It was found that the cotidal hour is about l G h  20”. Eensselaer Harbor, 
being the northernmost stittion, has its co-tidal hour a t  lSh  O4ll1, conse- 
quently the tide comes from the north, the rise and fall at springtides 
amounting to about five feet; at neap-tides, 2&. Sometimes we had 
opportunity to determine the velocity of the current. Orice we made 
fast to an iceberg, and by means of a log-line I measnred the velocity 
of both the ebb and flood current, and I found tho velocity of the flood- 
current to amount to more than that of the ebb ; aud sometimes the flood 
mill contime to run  while the water is falling. The iceberg was aground. 
The ship was ruade fast to it, and I hovo a log-line and mnul.liue fast- 
ened to one end of the log-line. I threw it on a piece of iae, let it run 
out, and noted the time elapsed. I have about ninety-two uieas~iren~e~its 
of velocity. Most likely the two tidal waves meet solnewhere in Smith 
Bound, uear Cape Frazier. Kane and Hayes have both fouud a ridge of 
huiiimocks near Cape Frazier, ,and in drifting down we experienced that 
during some time, being abreast of Cape Frazier; we htirdly macle any 
headway, but we clri!ted both north arid south. 

Rensselaer Harbor is tho uortherninost poiiit known where the At- 
lantic tidal wave touches, aud consequently both of‘ those w;wcs must 
meet somewhere. I suppose the tide we hare a t  Thank God Harbor 
is the Pacifjc tide. WO might call i t  the polar tide, because Behring 
Straits being very narrow, i t  is hardly possible that the tide cau origi- 
nate there. It was to the eastward of Spitzbcrgen, and betn7eon Spitz- 
bergeon and Nova Zembh, I noticed that two tides uieet. 1 was there 
in 1869 with the German expedition. I wrote to  the comlnauder of the 
Isat Swedish expedition, a t  Spitxbergen, to send me somo notes of 

during which you did not attend him professionally. 

c- 
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his tidal observations np there, they being the northernmost obses- 
vations, except ours, that  have ever been made. We have hardly 
datas enough to understand the tides until now, because there had not 
been observations enough in existence, but I think we are getting 80 
now that we may be able to prove that the tide is really the Paclfic 
tidal wave. Duiing the winter we kept up the scientific observations. 
I have copies of those observations here. I have two books of tidal 
observatiou. (Dr. Bessels produces four books, two of tidal observa- 
tions and two of meteorological observations.) These are original recortls 
of observations taken a t  the observatory, a t  Thank God Harbor, in 
latitodo 1310 3s’. I had, besides, some others, but lost them when the 
ship went adrift on t h e  ice, as I shall hereafter detail. 

After the appearance of the sun in 1S72, I handed in a plan of opera- 
tions to Captaiu Buddington. 

Dr. Bessels being shown by the Secretary a paper marked “NO. 5,B,79 
he says : “This is the original paper, in my Iiandwriting, whlch I 
lrandecl in to Captain bud ding to^.'^ Being shown by the Secretary 
paper rnarkedLi4, B,))he says: This is the letter which accompanied it.” 

Captain Budclington wrote me a letter to the effect that most likely 
the final expedition toward the north had to be made in boats, I have 
the original lettor in Mr. Meyer’s handwriting, signed by Captain Bud- 
dington, ant1 his reply. 

(Paper produced and marked by the Secretary, ‘‘ No. 5, a. 13.”) 
Itbeing of the utmost importance now to connect Kane’s farthest point 

with our survey, Mr. Bryan and myself started on the 27th of March for 
Gape UonBtitution. We had a sled with eight dogs, and Joe as driver. 
On the evening of the same day me  arrived at the sound called on tho 
chart prepared by Mr. Mcyer the Southern Fjiosd. We encamped ou 
the island near the northern shore of it, and proceeded to the interior of 
the fiord on the morning of the next day, perietratiug about twenty- 
eight miles, when our progress was checked by heavy icebergs th:a had 
:Iccumulated. We could get no farther. We staid there to t8ke 
observations; fixed our position and made surveys in the vicinity. 
Besides that, me took a sounding in one of the tide-cracks, not gettiug 
any bottom at a depth of’ ninety fathoms. The uest d a j  we left and 
encamped again on tho island. 

When we undertook to start the next morning our sled broke down, 
and we had to send Mr. Bryan and Joe back to the vessel to  have it 
fixed. I remained there until they returned, which they did in about 
thirty-six hours. 

We succeeded in crossing the fjiord. We traveled along the western 
coast of Greenland, where we found at a distance of about thirty miles 
south from the fiord another deep inlet, which mas explored. 
is not marked on the chart made by Mr. Meyer. The track marked is 
not quite in accordance with the truth. We encamped agaiu on a little 
island abreast of said inlet, and the next morning Mr. BTya11, Hans, 
and myself started to look for Cape Constitution, aucl supposing' that we 
would find i t  in doubling the ,south cape of the islet. we f’Ountl onr- 
selves disappointed. In  fact w e  could not see anything like Cape Con- 
stitution. So we had passed the latitude of the said cape, as indicated 
by Kane’s map. I mean the second edition of Eane’s map. ”?re is 
a difierence of about twenty or thirty miles in la’titude between the first 
edition and the second. Eane took the mean between his dead 
reclroniug and the actual astronomical observation j consequently his 
position8 are so much farther to the north, because an arctic traveler is 
very apt to overrate the distance he has traveled. We traveled dur- 

52 7 

Said Gord a 
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ing fifteen hour!, finding the ice estremely rough. We had to abanclon 
our sled, and climb over steep clitfs, there being no ice at  soiiie plact~s, 
tbe \rater touching the rocks iniiiie(1iatel.y. After soiiie tiiiie we saw 
some smooth ice ahead, aiid tbiiiliing we were able to malie some head- 
way me turned biicli auil c;iriied tlie sleds antl dogs over the cli@s. After 
having proceeded about ten iriiles farther n e  were arrested by ope11 
water. We could iiot rcach Calie Constitution, nor could we see it 
phinlj-, but we noticed ;iii isiuiitl. at a distalice of about 25 miles to the 
soutliwarcl. Mortou, who had been with Kaue wbeii C q e  Constitution 
was discoverccl, poiiited to said cape :~nd told me of such a place, wliere 
&ne and himself bad been some J ears ago, and where they h;id killed 
two  bears. We saw $his cape plainly after we came domri aud identified 
it clelearly as the same lJlace-ail of us, Hans, Morton, i ~ n d  m p e l f .  

Dr. Bessels produces sketches of' Cape Uoiistitutiou aiid tlie vicitiity 
with the croquis of the lough survey. The pape~'s tleaignattd,xespect- 
jvely, 1 ,2 ,3 ,4 ,6 ,  were placed i n  an envelope and marked by the Secre- 
tary, L"o. 6 ,  E. 13." 

Those sketches were matle on bDparil the ship on our way Lome. I 
had some other sketches of Frankliu Isslaud ant1 Cape Coustitution, but 
they mere lost-sketches that 1 took when i WN out with Mr. Bryan, 
and Joe, and Eaus. 

We could not 
fix our lost position for astronouiicnl observ:~tioii, bec;inse i t  n'xs cloutlg 
rtrid we had to make i t  up by dead reclcoiiing. It we put Cape Constitu- 
tion in SO0 25' I think it will do justice to  &me. 1 tlririb that is as lilgll 
as  i t  can be made. Perhaps j o u  can iualie i t  thirty uiiiiutes higher, 
but not more. The 1:ind co~itiiiurs on to  the i~ortll\vard :1bo\7e Cape Uon- 
stitutiou to a considerable distance, instead of there beiiig an open sea 
to the north of it. 

We fouiid nu opeii sea there as I h n e  did ; but open seas do not 
amount to ~iiuch, because they are merely loc;rl, tliiit is, tlie water is kept 
open by the influenw of tides aud wiutls. Sonietiines the velocity of 
tlie wind amounted to sixty miles; there was a strong tide, aud I 
do not think anr ice could withstiiud tha t .  Besiclcs, the cliEs are 
nearly perpendicular, and 110 shore-ice can form there. Uousequeutlr the 
water has to remain open. There is 110 open Polat. Sea there. Cape Consti- 
tution is on a narrow channel, and the laud runs to the north of' it for a 
considerable distance, iusteail of breaking off' there, LIS is shown on the 
chart of Kane and Hayes. Cape Coustitutioii is not higlier thaii SO0 86/? 
and abore that the laiid continues to the  narthwaicl at least forty 
miles, before we conie to tlie southern capeof the inlet, now called South- 
ern l?jiord. making  the eastern shore of a chaiiuel or sound, iiistead of 
an open Polpr Sea, as was  supposed by Ihne from Morton7s account. 

On the Sth of April we returned on bourd the ship from the sledgo 
jouruey. Several siualler expeditions went out for huiiting and survey- 
ing purposes, until finally, on the 7th of' June ,  we could mako an  efiort 
to start wit11 our boats. It way utterly inipossible to proceed to ths  
northward by means of sledges, the ice buiug too rough. there beiiig 
too muoh s n o ~ ,  and the coiiclition of' the laud iiot permitting of an5 
travel-the configuration of the land. I find iu Captain Tysou7s state- 
ment that he thought it possible to travel overland, but the whole 
amouut of' atmospheric precipitation inensured during our stay at 
Thank God Harbor ,mas uot more than 2g0 inches. I deduce frour that 
that  there was riot suow enough. The greater part of t h e  lalid \vas 
nearly bare of snow througli the water, aud you woul dheve been cop- 
pellcd to dram your sledge over it., There was deep snow accurnuluted in 

We continued our travels unt i l  stopped by open water. 
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different places. but tho greater part of the land was entirely bare of 
snow. At St. John's--341 hours, all told, during the time OS our sojourn- 
there were 214 of' snow there. Tiis nielting of a11 the snow that f i l l  
amounted to a little over 0.2 iuclres of water. 

Oil the 7th of' June A h .  Chester left with his boat to proceed to the 
north, but unexpectedly returned on the 9th. I did not go with him. 
Mr. Mcycr and four of the men went with him. Be ststcd that he had 
lout his boat in t h e  drifting ice. The next day Captain Tyson, four of 
the inen, nud niyself went with aiiother boat, and we were fortunate 
enough to get by Cape Lupton, where the tide runs rather swift, reach- 
i11g the mitlcllo of N0wma11'~ Bay 011 the eveuing of the situle day. 011 
the 14th, Chester joined us in the canvas boat with his whoIe crew, atid 
I staid there until the 1st of July, without having been able to pro- 
ceed ;ing fart,hcr. The ice kept pouring dowu during the whole tiirle 
through llobesoii Channel. There mas not muter enough to floet the 
boat, and tlis ice w a s  not solid euough to travel over it,. It consisted of 
sliiall pieces during the first time and iu huinmoclis, and only toward 
the elid v e  lind heavy fields comiilg down. In fact ltobesou Chnui~el 
W:LS not, frozen during the \vhole winter. It was :d\~.ays. on the move, 
except cluriug it few & I ~ S  in March. In the con~l l l t i~ t io~~ betaeel] .CiJl,- 
tain I3nddingtou a i d  myself, you will see thet we iuteiided to start 51 
party to Grime11 Laud, but were preveiited from doing so b~ tlie break- 
ing up of tlie cliannel the day before I transmittcd to him this paper. 
On the 1st oC July, Captain Builtlington sent D message by IIaus, aud 
said our presence on board the ship was required, I returiled immedi- 
ately with aiins, Girding in making the south .shore of Nemman's Bay 
t h e  first piece of d l  ift-mood, and that is the only specimen preserved. 
It is ju s t  as I fouud it. I nierely made a sectiou of it, and polished i t  
a little. Most likely it grew somewhere where there are extreme &em- 
peri~tiires, very high temperatiires during the yuniiiier aiiil low tempera- 
tures during the winter. I cut it, 
arl(1 hero is a, piece belonging to it. .t4fter I had €ou&d it, I looked for 
a[)ol~t eight hours, and Hans did the same, but could not find :Inother 
piece uutil we arrived a t  a plateau from about sisteeu hnutlred to 
eigllteeI1 hundred feet high; aiid there we fouiid this drift-mood, all 
cousisting of sinall pieces, most likely Siberiaii pine; but i t  is diilicult to 
j(Ie11tify it, altllough not iulpossible. The reason 
why 1 thirilr tlio first piece I found is abcut tweiity-seven years old is 
front the arri~nal.growtli points. It has t\\renty-sevenj iiiorc or less, dis- 
tiuct rings, whicli call be seen aiid counted under the rnaguifjriug glass. 
I tliiiik a11 the pieces OS wood are Siberian pine, I cnu hardly think 
any walnut has been Sound. 

Qaestiou. Did you see tl!e other pieces 9 
Answer. No pieces have been brought down except tlic fern pieces I 

fo u L1 (1 I 
GJuestion. Those are the pieces Mr, Mcyer refers to when he speaks 

of: the wood as being wijlniit9 
Answer. This looks R little lilie walnut,'but i t  is no walnut. He 

states it smells a little like walnut, but I do not think w d n u t  has any 
specific smell. Theso are the ouly pieces I s n ~ .  

I u  coining on board ship I latirued from Captiiiin Buddington that he 
had tried to push on to the north, but had been forced back by drifting 
ice; that he had attempted to take us off at N O W I ~ ~ I I ' S  h y .  He said 
that he had fired grins ancl made diqereut 81gIlaltls to :tttl%ct our atteu- 
tioii, but 7vo never heard thein. Mr. C'hester sent t\vo of ]lis men t80 got 
aome provisious. He intended to s p e d  some uore time up there, bar; 

It is about twenty-seveu Sears old. 

It can be identilied. 
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finally he and Tyson were compelled to return because there was no pros- 
pect whatever of getting any farther north. If any other pieces of drift- 
wood were found in Polaris Bay I suppose they were found by seamen 
who saw them without knowing or appreciating their value, and did not 
bring them on board the vessel. 

These pieces which I produce are the only pieces of drift-wood that I 
saw on board the ship. I have referred to the land to the north of the 
northernmost cape of Griunell Land without any naine. On the 7th of 
August two of our seamen, Robert Kruger and Henry Hobby, went 
back to Newinan’s Bay to get some of their clothing, and in going there 
tlicy saw the land as plain as it possibly could be. One of them, Henry 
Hobby, remarked that the northernmost cape of Grinnell Land seemed 
to be so near to him that he used the expression that he could ‘& spit on 
it,’, and he described the land to the north of the cape as perpendicular 
steep cliffs, covered at some places with snow ; and the account of the 
land corresponds exactly with the bearings of the cloud that I had 
taken some weeks previous to that to the northeast of where he was. 
That is above the northernmost cape of Grinnell Land. This land lies 
above the northernmost point of that unnamed region which lies above 
Lady Frankliu Bay, as laid clown on the chart of Mr. Myer, and seems 
to be disconnected from it and lying oft’ to the northeast and trending 
from northwest to the southeast. Now, Mr. Meyer, when ha was at 
Repulse Harbor, stated that he could see a shining spot, and he took it 
to be open water. Now I do not deny that. 1 merely said that there 
must be some land behind such open water, and. that iu consequence 
of the open water he could not see t h e  land. This is not uiicoiiitnoI1. Dur- 
ing our second winter-quarters a t  Polaris Housewehardly ever hail an op- 
portunity of seeing the land which was opposite to us, though being only 
thirty miles distant. Sometimes we could see it. A s  an illustration of 
what I mean I will state that at our second winter-quarters a t  what we 
called Polaris House, at Lifeboat Cove, generally we could not see the 
land across toward Cape Isabelle, on account of open water which lay 
between; but as soon as we had heavy southwest winds so that the 
water was blocked up  with ice, and the frost-smoke from the water pre- 
vented from escaping, me could sec the land plainly, and so I csupposed 
this to be the reason why Meyer did not see this land which lies ilt the 
north. Two men saw the laud quite p1:~inly without glasses. Mr. Meyer 
liad a glass. I can only account for i t  froin the fact that  there was, per- 
haps, an unusual amount of refraction a t  that time. 

There is a great deal of refraction u p  there, and i t  is a refraction that 
is very unequal. M7e saw a great m:~ny mirages during tile wliole time. 
Sometimes tho land seemed to bo lifted up  a, great height, much higher 
than i t  was in reality, and we could see it actually a t  :I great distance. 
We could see objects really situated below tile horizon. This refraction 
wits very frequent in these latitudcs, mid very unequal, as I h a ~ o  said. 
I should say this land which we saw was  not fitrther south than 840 40’, 
and is, of course, far the most northerii land aver see11 by liumitn eye. 
I proposed to call i t  “Grant Land,”ns bring the most northern land that 
we discovered, or th:tt has ever been discovered, aud shall so mark it on 
the chart io  be prcparcil by 1110, Irnowiug that i t  mas Captairi Hall’s in- 
terition to naine the highest land discovered after the President. 

The w:Lter-cloud hanging over the open water in front of this land was 
seen by Mr. Xeyer and also by Captain Hall, as he states in his dispatch, 
and was seen by us, when we were ou our boat-journcy for several 
weelis, daily. I took the bearings of it, aud the land which was seen 
at intervals, by Budclington and myself in 1871, and afterward by the 
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. two seamen, as I have mentioned, lies behind this cloud and could only 

be seen at intervals, being obscured by the frost-smoke from the open 
water in front of it. 

Without concluding the examination of Dr. Bessels, the commission 
adjourned to meet to-morrow morning, at 11 0~c10ck. 

WASHINGTON, D. U., October 17, 1873. 
Examination of Dr. EMIL BESSELS resumed : 
During the whole t ime  of the boat expedition to Newman's Bay, the 

ice poured down from nort,h to south with the exception of twice. On 
those occasions it went to the northward, except, when i t  was a t  the 
time of the Springtide, so that most likely it was under the influence of 
t h e  tide. But the motion never lasted long. The first time i t  lasted 
half an hour, and thesecond tirpeabout fifteen minutes. It moved against 
the wind. The wind was from the northeast, with a velocity of about 
ten miles, and the ice moved to the northward against the wind. I came 
back on board the ship and found her leaking worse than before. The 
next morning another attempt was inado to  go to the northward in  
t h e  ship, but we did a o t  get very far. We did not even reach the lati- 
tude of Newman's Bay, and were compelled to go back ; bnt, 1)revious 
to that, we lauded two men belonging to Mr. Chester's boat'carrying 
some provisions. We caine back to our old anchors, and during the 
whole time, until me tjtarted, we were troubled by some moving ice. We 
had to wove uearly every day, and very often i t  happened that the ship 
grounded. 

Captain T p o n  states 
that  there was rise and fall enougk to do it, but in reality there was not. 
As I ~ilentioned yesterday, the rise and fall did not amount to much, 
and, if I remember aright, gare it in figures. We could do very little 
during that time. were not able, even, to get another set of pendu- 
lum observatiol1s, which were very desirable, because we had to be on 
the lnove cluriug the whole t ime we lay there. Sometimes we inove(1 
three and four times a day, s1t~lpl.y for the purpose of keeping clear of 
the ice. The different parties returncd from the boat expedition ; first 
Tyson alld then Mr. Chester j and on the 12th of August we bad to bear 
up for home, the ship bejng in a leaky condition. We hitd not coal 
enough to stay another winter, and to steam down the next year. It is 
my opinioii that if the ship hac! not been leaking,. and if we had Bad a 
whole ship, we could have staid there and continued our researches. 
After having passed Cape COllStitUtiOu coming down, me got beset. I n  
coming (low11 we noticed C w  Co~~stitnt~ion. We saw it  distimct81y. 
Those sketches that I handed to the secretary yesterday were talreu 
abreast of Cape Constitution during our voyage down. Both Morton 
and Hans recognized the 1hW. Halls recognized i t  when he was with 
us during the spring, on the Sledge-journey, He drew off a11 outline of 
the coast in the snow. I did not trust h i u  at Erst, because I had left a 
chart in t h e  siiow.housc where we encamped, and I thought that Hans 
might have seen such chart, but his ariswers to  our questions were of 
such a positive character t h t  we were disposed to beliwe him. He 
pointed out  t h e  spot w>ere Mr. Morton and*]timself had killed two bears. 
I gave the latitude Of Cape Constitution psterday. We could not de- 
termine it by actual observation, but everything points to the fact that 
il; is not any higher than 800 25'. v\Te Ilad sight-lines twenty miles dis- 
taut from the c q m  We were distalit about twenty miles to the north 
of it, and we took a right tangent to t h e  extreine cape, supposed to be 

There was no possibility of stopping the leak. 
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Cape Constituttion, from the point from where we stood-north 30 1S&' 
east, aud me took a right tangent to Fi-dnkliri lslaud a t  tho saiiie tiuie, 
north 30 28' east, and we took tlie left tangent to tlie same islaud, north 
90 18' east. It was not possible to deterniine it by actual observation, 
because going down there we had no sun. We had only to fix our last 
position, and in making our way down with the ship wc could uot steer 
a steady course, so we were unab!e to fix i t  by true bearing or any  other. 
We estimated the distance, and I marked the latitude of the cape on such 
sketches as I hended to the Secretary yesterday. 

South of Cape Constitution, as we came clown, we got beset, and drifted 
down along the west coast. That is the east coast of Grinlie11 L~lrld and 
the west coast of the channel. Duriug the greater part of the time we 
8aw water along the coast, but we were never able to reach i t  uutil t h e  
catastrophe happened upon the lGth of October-until we broke out. 
We saw water along the west coast of the channel, but we could never 
get to it. We were beset in the middle of the channel about fifteen 
miles off the coast, and then we drifted in the same meridian south 
until we came to Force Bay. Then we followed the trend of the coast. 
The last point sighted was Gale Point on the west coast, when a lieayy 
ROuthmest wind sprung up and there came on a heavy snow-drift. I will 
state that we saw Cape Alexander and drifted to the southward of that. 
At, G o'clock OLI the 15th of October, in the evening, the ice separated 
at the stem and kept on separating until all t h e  ice on' the starboard 
s i c k  of the ship had gone. After some time the ice set in again. There 
wis considerable pressure on the ship j sometimes she was straiued and 
Iieeled over on lief port side. Captain Buddington ordered the provis- 
ions and stores, whatever we bad, to be thrown overboard. Nineteen 
pcrsous went ou the ice, partly to help to carry the provisions back to 
tho house thathad been erected some time ago in case ofemergency. We 
staid on board of the ship handing and throwing the provisions over. 
It was about half past 11, if I remember aright, wheu the two hawsers 
parted, and we drifted at the rate of about ten knots before the wind and 
lost a floe with our men out of sight. Preyious t o  that me could see 
that the floe hac1 broken t o  pieces, and that one piece, with provisions, 
coal, and some records on, had gone one way, aud the piece with the men 
in another direction. The third piece had on it two boats and some of 
the children asleep. Some of the inen tried to launch the boat and 
made for the lost floe. That is the last we saw of them. It was a11 
done ia  a very short time. It did not take over ten seconds. All tbe 
records of Captain Hall and of the astronomical and lnaguetic recorc1.s 
were thrown over the side of the ship. There were sevcr;il diaries. 
Par t  of my papers and the whole of Mr. Mejer's papers were put over- 
board. I could hardly tell who it was that put them overboard, it was 
donein such a hurry. I know they were put overboard, because I helped 
myself to take some of the boxes out of the cabin, and I saw R large 
Jttpau tin box belonging to Captain Hall, and coutaiuiug his papers, 
which mas put overboard. I do not remember exactly who did it, but 
it was done by either Mr. Bryan or Mauch. It was put on the ice, at 
all eveuts. 

Question. How does it happen that these records of yours were not 
put on the ice? 

Answer. I had one drawer and a box of papers and specimens, and I 
carried those on the ice, and when I put them down a synali took soino 
of them away, and I covered them and went back on board the ship and 
put the rest and those I have here in my blanket. I wanted to keep 

.- . 
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even during the night we tried to make signals for the men. We had a, 
lantern a t  our mast-head, and we put it up three times, but the wind 
blew so violent,ly that it was extinguished with everj- attempt that was 
made to keep it lighted. 

Question. How do you account for the fact that the men on the ice 
saw the ship so distinctly, and that they were never seen from the 
ship 8 

Answer. I really cannot account for that fact. It may be that they 
mistook an iceberg for our ship. That is' often the case. Men often in 
that region mistake an iceberg for a sail. The fact is that we never 
were as near Northumberlaud Island as they state they saw us. A t  
first, before we made the shore, we thought we perceived some men a t  
Lifeboat Cove, on shore. But finally those objects we took to he men 
turned out to be bowlders. We kept a constant lookout for them. It 
is possible that they might have been in the shadow of some iceberg or 
the shadow of some hummocks. 

Question. Could your vessel have been lifted up by the mirage so that 
they could see it when really it was out of sight ? 

Answer. It is not impossible that i t  might have been a case of mirage 
in the northern horizon, not in the southern. They might have seen us 
when we were uot able to see them. It is also possible, as I have stated, 
that they might have been in the lee of some iceberg or hummock, or 
have been so near the shore 80 that m e  could not see them. 

Question. How far north do you think you were blown on that  occa- 
sion before you returned, after the hawsers parted ? 

Answer. About twenty-five miles, I think, we drifted that night. 
That is only an opinion. I would not like to state that posit,ively. 

Question. How far southward did you make again before you went 
into Lifeboat Cove? 

Answer. We hardly made any. The only lee we could see was abreast 
of the  ship, and we stood in for that lee. 

Question. At the tiuio these men saw you, then, you must  have been 
nearly twenty-five miles off from them 9 

Answer. 0, yes, sir ; but perhaps not. It is possible that the iqe-floe, 
being smaller thau the ship, drifted faster. We moved about five milee 
that day. 

Question. Was there any mist on the water a t  any time that might 
have prevented you from seeing whole objects in the soutliern hor- 
izon B 

Answer. It mas clear. The gale was over. The gale had abated 
about half an hour a€ter midnight, aud a t  that time we could see the 
moon. It, was nearly full then; it gave considerable light, but we 
could not see anything. We coda just see the dark outlilies of' the  
land; that is all. We could make out where we were. When we 
reached shore a t  Lifeboat Cove we landed as much of our provisions 
as possible, and Mr. Chester a i d  some of the men set to work to build 
winter-quarters, The next morning some Esquimauu, with their dogs 
and sleds, came, stating that they smelt the smoke of the ship, aud of- 
fered their services. Tiley said they had not seen it. They made state- 
inents that they smelt it. 

Question. Is their sense pf smell very acute B 
Answer. I should not thmk i t  was. They offered their services, as 1 

stated, and we were very glad to accept thorn. These EsquimnQx came 
from Eta, about twenty miles from the seuth from where the ship \vas. 
They said they smelt the  smoke there. We had il light breeze from the 
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northeast, so they had exactly the wind that would enable them to 
smell the smoke if i t  were possible. 

Question. Might not they have seen the vessel from Eta 1 
Auswer. No, sir; they said they smelt the smoke, :bud that their.dogs 

smelt it. As I have stated, the wind was blowing in the right direc- 
tion for them to do so. We had light breeze from the nort>heast. We 
did not take any observations; but I am certain the mind was from the 
northeast itt the time. After the house was done and we were made as 
cornfortablo as possible, me set up an observatory on shore and took as 
inariy observations as our instrunients and means would penuit us. All 
the maglietic iustrumeuts had been lost. Some of the instruments hall 
to  be iiiauuiactured to take the place of those-some meteorological and 
astronorriicai iustruments. The instruments that I saved :dl were lost 
on the ice. We lost, among other things, our decliiionieter, our dip- 
circle, and one box of chronometers-our staridard chrouornilter. We 
lost one pocket-chro nometer-Parkinson & Frodsham--and some barom- 
eters, and so forth j also s box belongiug to the photographic npparatus 
exclusive of the camera. 

During the winter we took such observations as  our instrumentnl 
meaus would permit us. Astronomical aud meteorological observ;~ ti0118 
were niade-the latter hourly. We saved mercurial barometers anc1 
aueroids, a number of thermometers, aiiemoineters, psychrometers, : ~ i t l  
some otEier instruments. Oue of Regnault's sctiuometers was made to 
determine the trmperatnre of space. Wc lived prctty comfortnbly in 
our house, only the ventilation mas not very good except during heavy 
gales. We had s great number of them, and could hardly keep the l~ouse 
warm. Our bunks were lined with ice; the ice sccuruulated everywhere. 
We had nothing but ljght canvas roof over t h e  house, but, fortunately, 
it was jmpinoved by lining the inside with some old timbers of the  ship. 
Our coal did not last 11s very long,. so we had to take to the ship and 
burn ller as ecouomically as  possible with our fires. On various OC- 
casiorls we did not liave any fire during the night, trying to ecouoinizu 
fuel, Once \re tried to see how it would do to cook in tho house instead 
of the galley, to see if we could not in that way econolnize fuel, but 
fouud that me consumed rather inore fuel thau if we coolied in the gal- 
ley. ~ 1 1 0  thermometer would indicate, about eight feet from the stove, 
some sevellty degrees, while a t  the other end of' the house a cup of 
water put 0x1 the floor would freeze; SO we had to abandon thRt and. 
take to our old galley agaiii. 

The lowest temperattlre during the winter was some time in March. I t  
w:ts about 44 degrees minus. The minimum temperature :WS from the 
dd to the 4th of March, and that was 37O. We read our minimum 
thernlolnoters a t  8 o'clock in the nlorning. 

Questiou. What e&ct did the lowest temperature have on the mercu- 
rial theruomctw Y Did the ivercury harden I 

Answer. Tho mercury Seems to Congeal at about 30.9. It is of great 
importance never to take thermometers with liarrow bore. The ther- 
mometers with the wide bore that n'e had, and which mere supplied by 
the Signal Corps, indicated COrI'ect temperatures down to 40, but those 
supplied by Cassella, in London, with iiarrow bore? would stop some- 
tiines at 36. 

By the SEURETARY : 
Question: You made lower temperatures there than J'OU made up in 

Anewer. Our mean tempsrature at Polaris Bay mill be a little lower, 
Po1;wis Bay ? 
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I think. Our minimum a t  Polaris Bay mas 45, and i t  occurred in Jan- 
uary, I believe, 1872. 

Question. How did you obtain this-with what instruments 7 
Answer. We used tlie mercurial therniometer down to 40, or rather, 

as soon as the temperature came down as  low a s  35, we registered both 
the spirits thermometer arid the inercuriiil tlie~mo~neter. We regis- 
tered both until the colniun of mercury was contracted down until we 
could not read i t  any longer. But all our instruntents had been com- 
pared, a t  intervals of 10 degrees, lroni the highest temperatures me ex- 
perienced down to the lowest, ilnd those corrections had beeu ilpplied, 
but still here in the boolrs both iustrumental readings hare been given. 
I will now halid JOU sonie of' the reductious of the different observa- 
tions. 

Question. Sour  mercury did not liardeu at 58 so that you could take 
i t  up like a shot, did itY 

Answer. Our mercury grew hard, quite hard. A t  Polaris Bay me 
made some balls, and fired them through an inch plank. If' t h e  mer. 
cury is not quite pure it mill not freeze at 309. Sonietinies it occurred 
that it would rcruain fluid wlieu tbe reliable thermometer shomecl 42, 
but then t h e  mercury was never pure. Pure mercury 6eems to congeal 
at 39.9. That seems to be the point to adopt as a freezing-point of i t  ; 
at lcast we did so ior our corrections. 

By the SECRETARY : 
Question. What else did you do tlicre ? 
Answer. we made a11 the oherviltioris nTe coiild m c l h ,  a11il ,tried to 

get some dogs from the natives, and on the 13th of April me made 
auother attempt to push ou north to reach the provision depot at Polaris 
Bay. It was impossible to (10 i t  any sooner, becitnse i re  liad no skius, 
and had to  srnd one of our Esquimaux-~squitnnux Jim-to the south- 
ern settleinent to get some deer-skius to i ~ ~ t l i e  some stockings, :ind some 
blaulwts to sleep on. It was  on the 13th of April before we could sf,art. 
We starled with two Esquiinaux, this Esquimaux Jim and another 
Esquimaus, Awvatak. We started with those two Esqnimaus W ~ O  were 
willing to go. I pretencled that I wanted to get S O I I J ~  musIc-ox, and 
was going to hunt f'or that purpose. They consented to go. I supplied 
oue of them with a rifle. They were very auxious to go with rue to 
hunt musk-oxen. A short t i m e  after we left, a light breeze sprung up, 
and they began to want to go back to tho house, where they had liad a 
comfortsble tinie previous to that. Alter me had been out four or five 
hours, they didn't want to spend another night there. 1 did not agree 
with tlieui on that point, and pushed on until we came to the hut at 
Anoatocli. We put up in a snow-house that mas about thirty rniles 
from the ship. The uext nioruing we started. l he i ce  on the east side 
being very rough, the iiatires wanted to make me believe it was too 
rough to pass over. Cut I could see 8 smooth ice-foot tilong tho shore. 
They persuaded me: however, to  direct my course to the west roast. I 
didi t ,  because i t  could not make any diflerence to me whether I made 
northing ou the east or the west coast. Pinally, however, I found that 
one of these natives did riot intend to travel with iue north, but 
wauted to go west ;ind south in sreroh of :t bride. Thnt, did notJ agree 
exactly with my intentions, and he grew iinpnclent. He was dimitis- 
fied. He spoiled this tllm rJi fr I ,  who scmnetl to be quite R reliable rnan. 
He requested rue somc~tiuics to give hiin soniething in ins possession, 
aucl I consented to everything that I possibly c o u k ~ ,  hoping i n  t bn t  IVH 
to be able to go ahead. The highest latitude we reached by observe- 
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tion was 790 W.5.  We ran 
about thirteen miles and met the east coast of Grinuell Land. There 
we met a ridge of hummocks. The uatlr-es refused to go farther. 
Jimuiy declared t h a t  if I iusisted 011 going : ~ n y  filrther he would return 
on foot and go home to his wire. He told me that tbc dogs belongeti to 
me, that we had given him his sled, but he mould let we have it. H~ 
said r should drive the dogs and go alone wherever I had a lrliud to. I 
succeeded in satisfying tllem by giving 011e of them R hatchet and tlie 
other a saw, and stated that if they deserted m e  again I would take, t h e  
hatchet and the saw a w v  from them. They consentecl to cross the' 
I ~ ~ ~ l m o ~ k s ,  the ridge of hummocks being about haif a mile wide. We 
found three or four nlileS of level ice, and then we calm to anotlier 
ridge of hummocks. They bot11 
wanted to go home, and I thought' the best tliing I could do was to 
go home also. In  gOiUg home ESqUilUaUX Awetalc a t  once turuc.d 
around on his sled and spoke to me. I could ll9t uuderstand wlitit h e  
meant. Findly he grabbed me by the shoulder and shook me. I dici 
not like that kind of treatment exactly, and I took up my rifle aud 
pointed it a t  him. The rifle mas not loaded, but still he m;is very docile 
after that. We traveled for thirty-three hours nutil we reached the 
house. The greatest part of the time I was atnoilg the ice, making 
very good headway. I slept a few liours a d  then took mother dog- 
team and wont down to tho set11elnent of Sorfalik to get another 
Esquimaux. I staid there during the night, and started the iwxt 
morning with another Esquimaux and eight fiue dogs and dog-food. Z 
went up to the house a t  Lileboat Cove and took my clothing and s o m  
little provisions on the sled, and Jimmy, m y  former cou~paiiion, con- 
seutecl to accomp:iny 111e again. We started. I had left a part of' my 
dog-food a n d  the heavier part of the outfit near Cape I~glefield, and so 
we shaped our c o ~ r ~ e  for that point. This time it vas my illtention to 
follow the coast-line of (-+reenlaud, though I was compelled to wake R 
great deal of easting. I expected to find smooth ice lrhen we reached 
cape Ingleiieltl. The other f isquimau~ I got at Sorfiilili g a ~ ~ e  way. Ire 
broke his sled on purpose to coupd me to go back. I tried to mend it, 
but uiihappily 110 had purposdy left the saw behind th&t I 11acI givun 
him j so me had to return to the house. I left everything up there that 
I possibly could, dog-food and all, and we started \\ritli both sleds, one 
being badly broken. We repitired it, however. That was  done a t  5 
o'clock in the evening. Then 1 wanted to start again, but I could not 
get those Esquimaux to do it. They would not go beyond cape Ingle- 
field the second timo. They complained that tho ice was rough, and 
t h a t  they had so much to do in lifting the sleds over the humuiocli~, &e., 
that  they refused to go, and Sam? of our par t j  thought that they Inerely 
did it because I had pointed the rifle a t  Awatal;. I do not know horn 
that was. The fact is, however, they refused to go. I inteuded to try i t  
again, but this time with sled. I engaged orle of our 11ie11 to ac- 
company me. Unfortunately, howerer, the ice broke adrift, and i t  
was quite impossible to Start, So we had to :lbaudo~i t b e  enterprise. I 
ineaiit to go up the east coast of Greeuland ant1 reach the provisions a t  
the depot at Polaris Bw. WS had est;lblished u depot of provisions 
there. W e  left those things tliere before w e  started, because we did not 
know when me would ]OS0 the ship. We peuimicau, caulled ineat, 
brcud a i ~ d  butter, shot, m d  sucli things i ~ s  thtit a t  l'oli~ri,~ Bay. 1 pro[n- 
ised those iiatires that we woulcl get to a white iiin~i's house very 80011, 
aud theu I would give tllLZlu pIeutr of liiii\-es if t h e 1  \\.oulCl go. I prola- 

That R ~ S .  on the lGth of April, 1873. 

I Could not get them anv fhrther. 



538 REPORT OB TIIE SECRETAIZY OF T€iE NAVY. 

ised them a boat-that we had left at Newman's Bay, but i t  was of no use. 
A t  one time they would consent, and then they would decline to go. 

Polaris Bay is in latitude $10 38', but if J take those twelve miles 
into account I went to 790 2S'-about two degrees lower. If they had 
consented to go on, I think I injght hare reached Polaris Bay. If I had 
had Joe with me I could easily have done it, but you cannot govern 
those Esquimaus; they will have their own way. When Awatak told 
me that he wanted to wait near R seal-hole and watch the seal, I had to 
comply with his wishes, becalm I depended on him entirely. I t  was 
difl'erent with our Esquimaus. They were civilized and Irnew a little 
more about it. Tho riatires did not seem to have ally knowledge of the 
coast north. The natives of t h e  American coast-of the west coast of 
Griunell Land, anti south of' that-have a great knowledge of their 
country, and they c i n  draw pretty accurate charts. Joe was quite a 
good draughtsman. We tried it several tiuies with them. I gave them 
a piece of foolscap paper and they put down three huts a t  Etab, and put 
down our house and gave the configuration of the coast-line, and every- 
thing of that kind, but they could not give it auy farther. The uativm of 
the west coast stated that United States Sound, as laid down by Ilayeyes, 
is in reality a sound connecting with Jones's Sound, and makiog Elles- 
mear Land an island. They call i t  Kickertack-Soak, which, being trans- 
lated, means a large island. They at first said so to  Captain Budding- 
ton, that there was such a sound and such an island. Jiui's native name  
is Ttuclrischu, and the mme of his wife is Tvallu. Thcy are natives of 
the west coast. They came up there from Cape Seal. They jiiforniecl 
us that Grinnell Land is inhabited south of O ~ p e  Isabellii, and that 
there are musk-oxen there, and 8 good deal of drift-wood, the drift-wood 
coming from the northward. Before I started I made B survey of the 
harbor, of the house, and viciiiitty. 

(The paper produced and marked by the Secretary "No. 7, E B.") 
AR early as possible Nr. Chester and the carpenter set to work to 

build the works, and were busy until the end o f  April and the greater 
part of May, the weather being rather unfworable aud giving them but 
little chance to work. They had a very heavy snow-fhll during May, 
arid the snow that fell during two days a t  Lifeboat Cove amounted to 
more than all the snow during the rest of the time from the second of 
November up to this tirue, the whole amount of snow there being 2.31 
inches of water more than we got the whole time we were a t  Polaris 

Mr. Bryau went to Rmsselaer Harbor and to Port Foulke to connect 
the rneridians of those places with' the meridian of Polaris House, to 
malie i t  more reliable. 

I did not take all the re'cords with me: because we did not know what 
might happeu. Mr. Bryan has a part of the records with him j his 
diary, astronomica1 observations takeu :it Lifeboat Cove, and a view of 
about fifteeu feet long, with all the detail@, of Grinuell Land. I had it 
among my papers. 1 made it goiog up, but I could not get to i t  when 
I left the Rdvenscraig. Mr. Bryan, however, took i t  along and has i t  
atnot~g his papers. It gives the details from Cape Frasier. I do not 
rec;ollect as to  the point, but a little farther than Gape McClintock. 

Not having succeeded in getting north, I tried to travel inland to tho 
glaciers, but unfortunately the Esquimaux a8rc so superstitious th:it 
they fear the glaciers, and I could not get anjbod,y to accompany me. 
They are afraid of the crevices. The glacierseare intersected by rather 
deep crevices if you reach a certain altlitude, and some Esyuimaux in 
the,vicinity of' Cape Pork-I think a man and wife with three children, 

I have that survey here. 

Bas. 
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and a-sled with dogs-went down at  one time and were unable to re- 
cover themselves. That caused them to be extremely superstitious. 
They think that the glaciers are inhabited by evil spirits, and they de- 
clined positively to go. I tried to do it with Jimmy, and the last min- 
ute he baclred out and told me that his wife could go along with me 
and drive the dogs. I said, however, that I did not like to take his 
wife along as clogdriver, SO I took Jim. He promised me to go, but 
unfortuuately he only accompanied me to the foot of the glacier in Eta 
Bay, called by Mr. Eane “ My Brother John’s Glacier.” I staid there 
for four d a ~ s  and made sowe measurements of the rate of progress of 
the said glaciers, accompanied by psychrometrical observations, and 
tried to ascertain the limit of n6v6 ; that is, snow above the ice of the 
glaciers that has not been converted into ice. The glacier begins as 
snow, and is converted into ice by packing. We found that the limit of 
neve begins a t  elevation of 4,181 feet. 1 was unable to proceed any 
farther, because I was alone and the glacier mas intersected by deep 
crevices, so I thought it rould be best to return. The temperature 
prowd to decrease 10.13 F. for every 1,000 feet of elavation. The line 
of 116v6 is not identical with the snow-line. We did not find the exist- 
ence of the snom-line anywhere in Greenland. 

Mr. 
Chester was still busily engaged in building the boats and arranging 
provisions for the two boats that had been put up in canvas bags. 
Finally, we st:wted on the 1st of June to make our way from Meloill6 
Bay to the Danish settlement, the observations up at Polaris House 
being broken up on the last day of May. We started on the 3d of June 
agaiu. We met with more or less difficulties in cnmiug clown, uritil 
finally the Ravenscraig picked us up south of Cape Yorlr, on the 23d of 
June. This chart (referring to an ordinary admiralty chart, with 
certain lines colored by himself) will give you the state of the fdSt ice 
as we found it in coming doan,  the green lines indicating our track 
until 7.50, where the RaveusCraig picked us  up. All hands on board 
the ship were extremely lrind. They rendered as much assistance as 
pos’sible, arid took care of our baggage, and brought it on board the 
ship. Two clays after that some of the men went out t’o take one of our 
boats on board. They arrived with it after having stove in one of t he  
planlrs. we were ice-bound without being able to move until the night 
of the 4th of July,  when we bore up and crossed the strait’, aud went 
to the westward, a t  Lancaster Sound. On the 7th of the same month 
we met the steamer Arctic. Our accommodations being rather poor on 
the ltavenscraig, Captain Allen Was compelled to divide our party, 
and Mr. Chester, some of the men, and myself went on board the Arctic, 
Captain Buddington and the rest remaining on board the Ravenscraig. 
The Ravenscraig party was separated once more, Mr. Brgan and two 
of the men going OD. board tho Intrepid, and \re bore for home. We 
Were unable to reach the Intrepid. We made signals for her, but either 
she could not understand them or could not get out of the ice. We had 
not coal enough to go over and take the men, and had t o  go home with- 
out them. We took the  men oil’ the Ravenscraig and proceeded to 
Dundee, leaving Mr. Bi*yan, Mr. Booth, and Nr. Mauch on board the 
Intrepid. We arrived a t  Peterbead, in. the northern part of Scotland, 
north of Dundee, ou the 18th of September, and our observations reach 
as far as Peterhead. The last observation mas taken a t  midnight oh 
the 17th. 

Our observations have never been interrupted from the time we left 
Disco uiitil we arrived at Dundee. We have uot complete records of 

After some days I returned, and went back to the house. 

34 N 
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them. The greater part of meteorological observations are entirely lost. 
We hare some valuable observations to prove such a \v:wn current fol- 
lowing the west coast of Greeulancl is not the Gulf Stream, but likely the 
current, produced by melting water trickling over the heated rocks. 
Souietiines me found even up there a t  Polaris Bay that tlie tempera- 
ture of the mater amounted to 54 degrees and more. We tried to use 
the dredge three times a t  Thank God Harbor, but tlie bottom being 
Inuddy we did not fiucl any animal life as far as we could go out. And 
me could not use i t  frequently on account of the heavy drifting ice. ’ 

The whole original survey of Polaris Bay and of’ the whole coast of 
Grinnell Land is lost. Mr. Ifeyer made it. 

By Commodore REYNOLDS : 
Question. You have now no notes from which that survey can be com- 

pleted ? 
Answer. We have no notes except the notes in  the log, and some of 

those croquis with some positions scattered in the journals ; but then we 
can make a pretty relii~ble map from such data as we have. 

By the SECRETARY : 
Question. Did you keep a journal? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; I kept a diary j 1 wrote it up every day. Unfor- 

tunately I used it, up the last clay at Dundee, in maliiug u p  an rlaborate 
‘report. I have such report in a little trui~lr with those soul~dit~gs, and 
some of my private property, which went to  London. I saw how it TVRS 
put in t,he railroad-car :It Dundee, :mil when we arrived a t  Li\Terpool the 
trumlr was gone. I l a d  five pieces, two boxes of specimens, ajargotruuk, 
and another valise. Eoeq  thiug was there except tliat little trunk. I 
wrote and telegraphed to the consul a t  Dundee to send it on the next 
steamer, giviug him the address of the Secretary of the Uiiitecl States 
Navy, and asking him to have it forwarded to him. The railroad of& 
cials said i t  was not lost, ant1 I n-oulcl get it eveutnally. i t  was marked. 
It had my address on i t  a t  Lirerpool. It contains three blank-books 
and a complete journal, written in Euglisli. 

Question. Did you ever have any difficulty with Captain Dall, except 
those you have mentioned ? 

Auswer. None whatever. 
Question. What was the state of the discipline of ship duriiig his life- 

time ? 
Answer. I could not cornplaiu about the discipline; the discipline was 

After Captain Ea11 died, Captain Buddington went into command. 
The discipline after he assumed command was not as strict as  it ought 
to have been. I do not think i t  was as good as i t  was before Captaiu 
Hall died. I never heard any one, after Captain Hall’s death, say that 
he was relieved by his death. I never heard either any expressions that 
had that meaning. I tliitik once I heard some expressions before his 
death which were not very complimentary to him, but that was all. I 
do not remember who. uttered those. Captain Biicldiogton was in the 
habit of drinking at  times. He did not refuse to drinlr when he could 
get it. I do not know that he was in the habit of getting drunk, but 
bo was drunk twice, perhaps oftener. Twice I saw hiin drunk. The 

. first time was duriug the winter, and, unfortunately, the second time 
was when we were on our way home with the ship. That was the night 
when we got off the west shore into the middle of tho sound and got 
beset. 

good. 
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Question. Did you hare any difficulty with him about liquor 9 
Answer. Yes, sir; a slight difficulty. f knew that he Lad been get- 

ting sonie of the alcohol. I thought it would be to the interest of the 
expedition to take- it away from him. Nobody else would do it, and 1 
was compelled to do i t  inyself. I therefore watched hini; I looked 
w~iere he went, md he took the bottle-a bottle of alcohol; i t  was A 

. half-pound bottle; it was strong alcohol. He got it out of the fore-peak, 
out of the scientific stores. The alcohol was kept for preserving 
specimcris. 

Question. As you rvere coming clomn you observed constantly the clear 
water in toward the west shore f 

Answer. Yes, sir ; there was clear water along the land. If  we could 
have kept in there we mould hare been able to make our way domu ; a t  
least I thiuk SO. 

Question. State why you waited on the east shore rather than on the 
west. 

Auswer. Because the coast north of Lady Franklin's Bay was blocket1 
by heitvy ice aiid we could not get inshore. Ouce Captaiu Hall and Mr. 
Chester started across the floe. Wheu me had made fast to i t  and 
made for the laud, we found a lead, but unfortuuately, ho\vover, they 
neglected to make tho signals or neglected to provide for that. They 
came back and informed us, and when the lead had to be tried it was 
closed up agaiu. 

Qiiestion. If you could liave made a liarbor on the west side i t  would 
have been a great deal better 7 

Auswcr. Yes, sir ; we could have mado a sledgejourney along the 
shore. There was hardly ally smooth ice in the vicinity of Polaris Bay. 
Mr. Bryan, two Esquimaux, alld myself weut over the whole of the 
smooth ice. aud it ,did not exteud auy farther than from Cape h p t o n  
down to the northerumost cape of the southern fjiord. I t  was a11 the 
area of smooth ice. All the rest mas so hummocky that it woultX have 
been difficult to accomplish $TO or three miles a day. When Mi*. Meypr 
went out during the spring, to  take some augles for the survey, lie ~ k l s  
conipelled to leave his sled behind and trave€ on foot, only to get out fhr 
enough to get sight-lines t o  some parts of the C O i N L  

Question. Do you think i t  possible that some other season T V O U I ~  hare 
beeu more favorable for harboring ou the west side 0 

Answer. I have not the least doubt. I do not think one season is 
exactly liBe the other. You nrill find that during one seasou you have 11 
good deal of iviild, or low ternperaturcs, aud the consequence of it is that 
tbe ice will freeze iu humuioclis. 

Question. Bat  you mould probably be more helpless if you were cast 
adrift and wreclied on the west side than ou the east, there not being 80 
much assistance or so many Esquimaux settlements 4 

Answer. There tire settlements south of Cape IsabeIla, and the n a t h s  
i n f o m  us that those Esquimaox have boats with which they could 
actually cross the channel. They did actually cross With thaw boats' 
aome years ago, urld Jimmy and his family have renlained on the Green- I 

I By Oomniodore REYNOLDS : I 

Question. By tha t  time you would be at Smith's Sound ; but the quefi. 
tion is, as I understand it, if you were a t  Grim$ Land, whether you 
would not bud it more dificult to get away tliau 1f SOU wero ou the east. 
ern side ? 

' 

land coast j the others went back. 
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Answer. I do not think thereis any point on Smith's Sound from where 
you could not reach the Danish settlement. 

By Professor BAIED : 
Question. I mean still higher up-in latitude 81-away np as high as 

you can go on the west side. Would you do jusb as you did on this last 
occasion, go on the west side, or would you go on the east side 'B 

Answer. As long as I had got ammunition to sustain life it would 
make no diflerence ; there are plenty of inuslr-oxen there. 

By the SECRETARY: 
Question. Would not you find natives a t  as high latitudes on the west 

shore as on the east shore 1 
Answer. Certainly ; that is just what I say. The natives on the west 

shore are, perhaps, a little inore to the south j but, in fact, I do not sup- 
pose there is any danger if you are cast on shore a t  any point of Keu- 
iiedy or Robeson Chanuel, if you have only dogs and sled and a gun. 

Question. Was there any sickuess on board except that of Captain 
Hall 1 Did you have to treat any one of the party 

Answer. We had ;I little scurvy among the crew, or a part of the 
crew, the first winter. The steward was taken sick with scurvy. It did 
not amount to much; he'soon got over it. We had no trouble from any 
coughs or colds; in fact, nothiug whatever. After we started for home 
Mr. Meyer had tho scurvy a little, and during last winter some of our 
nien bad very light touches, but i t  never amounted to any-ding. We 
had not a sick-list duriug the cruise. 

By the SECRETARY : 
Question. Please give R description of your voyage in the Arctic. 
Answer. After we were taken on board of the Arctic we crossed over 

in the Ravenscraig to the west side of Baffin's Bay. We went on board 
the Arctic near Cape Haj. We landed a t  Cape Has  to take some eggs 
on board from the resting-place, and, entering (IifTerent, iulets a t  1;aocas- 
ter 8ound, we took our way clown Prince Jtegent's Iulet, landing at 
Fury Beach, examining the remains of the Fury that parry lost at 
Fury Beach. Here we found scattered around Rome of the remains of 
the ship-alot of' the canned provisions in an almost perfect state of pres- 
ervation. They consisted of preserved soups, meat: and vegetables. 

Question. Why had not the Esquimaux got those 1 
Answer. Because there were noue there. We tasted the provisions, 

and they were still very good. They were just as fresh as if they had 
been left there a sbort time since, and yet they hiid been there for more 
than fifty years. There was even some leaf-tobacco exposed to the air 
in lmrels, and it had been wet several times. We took a few leaves 
along, dried and smoothed them, and they had not lost much of their 
flavor. Besides that, we bund a cairn and thought it contained docu- 
ments, and took it to pieces. But i t  proved to be a grave. I think 
most likely it was the grave of one of Itoss7tj men. 

Qnestion. Had this place never been visited since Parry's time 1 
Answer. Yes, sir ; when Ross had to abandon the Victory. He tried 

to get out of L:inc:ister SOUIld, but he had to come back. If I remem- 
ber right he left one of his boats a t  Batty Bay, and had to put in there 
during the winter a t  Fury Beach. 

Question. How do you know they were not his provisions? 
Answer. Because he could not carry provisions along with him ; and 

for another reason, that these provisions had the government mark on 

He built a house there. 



REPORT OF THE SIWRETAEY O F  THE NAVY. 543 
them. They had the broad arrow of the British navy. The Ross expe- 
dition was a private expedition. 

Question. Had anybody else been there besides Ross before you went 
there ? 

Answer. As much as I know, Parry had been there, and Ross. In 
addition to these me found two English muskets, with the mark of' 1850 
on them. It is possible that some of the expeditions in search of Sir 
John Franklin may have visited this place, though I cannot now recol- 
lect that they ever did ; perhaps Kennedy. We were on a boqt expc. 
dition to the south shore of Cresmell Bay, and, strange to say, we found 
thirty or more deserted huts of Esquimaux, built with the skulls of' the 
Greenland whale. We found some ninety-six qknlls. Captain Mark- 
ham, with wllom I made this journey on board of the Arctic, foiind a 
piece of rib beloiiging to a walrus that had been cut with a dull iustru- 
ment. 

Question. Are the specinlens you brought home of great impor- 
tance ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. Among the specimens that I brought back are 
some very valuable ones that will prove, among other things, that 
Greenland has been connected with America, and that a rupture took 
place in the direction from north to south. W e  found that certaiii miu- 
erals of South Greenland have been deposited as far north as latitude 
820. We did not find any of tlie Silurian limestone which composes all 
the rock about Polaris Bay and the newly discoyered land south of 
Cape Constitution, showing that the drift vas formerly froin souih to 
north iuwtead of f h m  north to south, as it is in these latitudes. Besides 
that, we k n o ~  that North Greenland has been rising, because we f ~ u u d  
drift-wood and iriarine shells at elevations of 1,700 feet and more above 
tile sea.level, shells that  are found alive now in the adjoining sea. Be- 
sides that, marine auimals have been found in fresh-water lakes, a t  an 
eleration of 3s feet. The land at some places rises in terraces, each 
terrace ilzdicatiug one period of an upheaval. This is the laud at Po. 
laris Bqv. It has correspouding formations in Prince IZegent's Inlet 
and vicinity. 

By Professor BAIRD : 
Question. The west coast of Norway is rising, is i t  not? 
Answer. Yes, sir j to a certain latitude, and then i t  is sinking. 
Question. What do you infer from the fact that the tides of Polaris 

Bay seem to be coiiiiected with the Pacific Ocean ratlier than the At- 
lantic? 

Answer. As a general rule you find that  the night-tides along Green- 
land are very much liigher than those that occur daring the dwg ; and 
there is hardly any dift'erence at Polaris Bay. Besides that, ve find that 
along the west const of Spitzbergen high water occurs earlier the higher 
we get north. Consequently the said coast must be under the influence 
of two different tides. 

Question. Do you infer from this fact that there is an OPen-sea con- I 
nection between Robeson Channel and the Pacific 9 

Answer. Certainly. I have no doubt you can makc 0 northwest pas- ' 
sage if the ice does not obstruct you. 

By Commodore REYNOLDS : 
Question. The high Gnter where Dr. Kane was OCCllrred later than 

AJ~SWW. Certainly. Hano bad the Atlantic tide, and his tide came 
with you. 
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from the south, while our tide came from the north. Eane’s cotidal 
hour is later than ours. Our title, as I say, came from the north, as 
proved by the establishment. We find by our obserrations that our tide 
came from the north, whilc, Eane’s tides, according to his account, came 

.from the south. Ours carno earlier than his, co~isequently ours could 
not have been the later eEects of his tide, but must be an independent 
eEect coming from the north. I therefore conclude at Polaris Bay the 
tides mere the Pacific tides, not the Atlantic. The establishment at 
Polaris Bay, occurring earlier than a t  Rensselaer Harbor, proves that 
our tide must be a diflereut one from that of Eaue. 

Examination ofthe witness being concluded, the commission adjourned 
until to-morrow morning a t  11 ~ ~ c l ~ c k .  

-- 
WASIIINGTON, October 18, 1573. 

Examination of Dr. ENIL BESSELS resumed : 
Question. Please take th i s  book (Dr. Eane’s Arctic Explorations, and 

ttie Second Grinnell Exploratiou) and examine the map in the fore part of 
i t  representing liane’s explorations, and state what corrections you 
are enabled to suggest as the rewilt of yonr own observations. 

Answer. I n  the first pla‘ce, there exists another map-a second map- 
from the revised materials, in t h e  Contributions of the Smithsonian In- 
stitution. That map has been constructed by means of observation and 
dead-reckoning, and in consequence of that we find that the most of the 
positioiis are too far nortli on this map. With reg:ird to this map, be- 
ginning with Cape Constitution, w e  ought to  place it, as I mentioned 
yesterday, in latitodo 800 35‘ insteiid of‘ 810. Very likely the trend of 
Hnmboldt Glacier must bo shifted a great deal toward the eastward. 
The northernmost point of tho discoveries of JKane, on the eayt side of 
the channel, as laid down by astronomical observations, is Magarids or 
Cache Islaud. The rest of tho coast-line, in a certain direction, id cor- 
rect, beiug based on a system of triangulation. In regmi to the west 
coast, r e  hare, iu the first place, to mention that where Muury Bay, No. 
25 011 t h i s  map, is ‘situated, a largo sound ought to be shown as discov- 
ered by Dr. Hq-es, and verilictl by the Esquimnax of Xtaa, who actu- 
ally traveled through said sound. This sound proves Ellsmere Land to 
be an island. The souuil itself is connected, very likely, with Jones’s 
Bountl. 

Morton ascended an elevation of 500 feet, and i t  would be important 
to kuow how fhr he could actually see, because Mount Parrg, put down 
a? the northernmost peak seen by Morton, does not, in realitrg, exist, the 
hind to the south of Lady Franklin Bay being of an entirely diEereut 
character from that of the north. The former is mountainous, with a 
great number of peaks, like the coast of Spitzbergen, while the latter 
consists of a l e ~ l ,  high plateitu, with but a few hills. I tried to find 
the original survey Of Kaue, but I c40uld not succeed. Parts of it are 
prefiervetl at the Coast Survey, but other parts werc at the Smithsoniau 
institution. Unfortunatel~-, they meredestroyed in the lire that took place 
at that building some years ago. 

Besides that, the details of tho west coast do not corrwporid to what 
in reality exists. The trend is also different, being more in an easterly 
and westerly direction. Instead of an open polar sen, as io(Iicated by 
Eane, we found the land contitluing, trending to the uorth and north- 
east up to liititude 810, above Uiipe Constitution. 

Question. Take Diyeds map and state what corrections you mould 
suggest in regard to that. YOLI bave the chart of Hayes before you, 
88 published by the 8mitI~soni:m Institution in January, lSG6. 
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Answer. I h a w  another chart, contained in the open  pol:^ sea nar- 

rative of l?r. I. I. Hayes, published i n  11367. We find that there are 
discrepancles in these two charts. I refer to the plot procluced the other 
day, and in lookiug a t  it we see that all Eaxes seems to have done is to 
have shifted tlie coast-line, as laid down by Kane and Morton, a little 
to the westward, and malriug the different bays and inlets a little deeper. 
Comparing the chart in the narrative with that iu the Smithsoiiiati In- 
stitution, -iw find an island in the foruier in Carl Bitter C t ~ g  which is 
not laid down in the latter. Besides that, LadJ- Franklin Bag, on the 
former, terminates in a narrow inlet, abreast of which t w o  islands are 
sitlieted. The Smithsoriian Institution map does not shorn the two 
islands nor t h e  inlet alluded to. 

I n  regard to the trend of Grinnell Laud coast we noticed the same 
fact as stated when looking a t  tlie chart of ICane. The northernmost 
point reached by Hayes on his Arctic expedition is reached in SlO 31.5/, 
obtained by meridian altitnde of the sun on the 17th of May, lSG1. 
We a11 lcnorn that in such high latitudes the meridian altitude of the 
sun  is riot readily established, and perhaps the error .of observation 
may sometitnes be considerable. 

In regard to the land iiortli of Lady Franklin Bay I hare to make 
the saim statemcut I gave before; tbat is, that it is rz high plateau 
and riot mountains, a s  Hayes states it. Besides that, deep bajs, like 
Peterman’s Bay and Lincoln Bay, do not seem to exist-at least we were 
not able to  perceive them from the Greenland coast right opposite. 
Cape Union could not be ideutified, and does not seem to project auy 
above any of the otlier massive of the coast. 

When we were a t  the farthest point the ship made, ju s t  a little south- 
east of Cape Union, we had the best possible chance that rnc could hnvo 
to have seen it, but we codd not see any deep iudentatiou, and besides 
that we found the indent:1tions uluch deeper on the chart in tlio narra. 
tive thau t h q  are in the Smithsouinn chart. It s e e m  to US that Lady 
Franlrliu Bay is a sound, 011 acconnt of t h e  setting in of the ice at a 
prettty biislc rate; and, standing 011 t b c  summit of Cape Lupton, an de- 
vation of 1,G00 fect, we percei\~ed :% distinct separation Of tile north 
coast Srorn souiethii~g that seplned to be an island-a large’island-in the 
middle of the bay. 011 Hayes’s chart in the Smithsonian Itistitution i t  
is marked s,y]\iiQ Mount, and on tlie narratire chart it is not marked at 
all. 

The little islartd on which we encamped ou our sled a t  the northern 
point of tile Southern Fjiord is in about the same latitude $18 Calm Con- 
stitution, as ]sit1 c~owii on lcane’s first chart. 

Dr. Bessels here submitted a memorandum of the niost important dis- 
coveries of‘ the expedition, namely : 

The rcwults of the expedition niay be summed up briefly as  follows : 
1. Tbc Polaris reached S2O 16‘ N., a bigher latitude thim has been 

attailled by any other ship j 
8. The uarigability of Kennedy Channel has been proved bejond a 

doubt j 
3. Upwards of 700 miles Of coast-line have been discovered and sur- 

voyed ; 
4. The insularity Of Greenland has been proven ; and 
5. Nninerous ObSerWtiOnS hsve beell made relating to a~tronoruy, 

magnetisui, torce of gravity, ocean physics, meteorology, zoology, eth- 
nology, botany, and geology, the records of which vere lwpt in accord- 
ance with the instructions supplied by tho Natioual Academy, and somu 
of tho results of which w u  propose briefly to onurnorate, 

Mr. &l(Aj-er ]l:ls given i t  on his chart as Mount Grinnell. 
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A.-ASTRONOMY. 

Great care mas taken in determining a reliable meridian at Thank- 
God IIarbor. Soon after euteriug winter-quarters an observatory was 
erected on the shore, thirty-four feet above mean sealevel, and the 
transit instrument stationed there. 

The longitude of this strttion was determined by the observation of- 
300 liinar distances ; 
A number of moon culminations ; 
A great number of star transits ; 
A uumber of star occultations ; and 
A great number of altitudes of tlie sun on or near the prime vertical. 
Its latitude, by the observation of- 
A great number of circummeridian altitudes of the sun, and 
A number of altitudes of stars. 
All of these observatious were lost, but A number of the results hare 

been preserved which are sufficient to establish tho position of this sta- 
tion. 

The instruments used in the abore observations were a Wurdemann 
transit and Gambey sextants divided to 10”. The eupedition’carried six 
box chronometers made by Negus, three of which indicated sidereal time, 
and four poolret chrouometers, by diff’erent Znglish maliers. Theso 
the-pieces were compared every day a t  precisely the same tiine, and 
the result entered in t h e  chrouometer-journal. 

Besides the nbove-mentioned observations, 2Q sets of pendulum ex- 
perinieute mere made, R-hich are saved, but the observations for bime 
belonging to them am lost. 

B.-MAGNETISM. 
The magnetic observations obtained mere more complete than any 

others ever before made in the arctic regions. The intJtriiments supplied 
were: . 

One unifilar declinometer ; 
One dip cirde, with Lloyd’s needles; 
One theodolite ; and 
Several prismatic compasses. 
The observatious on variation of declination mere registered at Got- 

tingen time, and were continued Sor five mouths. lieadings taken 
hourly. Besides that, three term clays were observed every month, ac- 
cording to  the Cottingen regulations, one of these term dags corre- 
sponding with tlmday accepted by all the magnetic statioiis. Fiirther, 
a number of observations were t:ilren either with the theodolite or the 
prismatic compass. Whenever possible, the dip mas observed, au(1 
several sets of observations on r e h i v e  arid absolute intensity and of 
the moment of’ inertia were obtained. 

C. - OCEAN PIIYSCS. 

Unfortunately there mas not niucli opportnnity for taking soundings. 
About 12 were obtained along the coast of Grinnell Land, wliicli prove 
t h a t  the handred-fathom liJ1e follows the coast at a, distance of about 15 
miles in Smith Sound. One. Of these soundiugs (90 hthoms) prored 
highly interestiug, coritaiuing an organism of lower type than tho 
Bathybius discovered by the  Xnglish dredging expedition. It was 

ecl ProtobntI~ybius robcsunii. 
number of deep-sea temperaturea were taken with corresponding 

a 
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observations on the density of ,the water. Following the coast of West 
Greenland the limits of the Gulf Stream were ascertained. Specimens 
of water from difterent depths were preserved in bottles, but, unfortu- 
nately, lost. 

As soon as the Vessel was fairly frozen in a tide-gauge was erected 
over a, square hole cut in the ice-floe, and kept open continually; the 
pully and rope were SUPpOrted by a tripod of oars. A rope to which a 
wooden scale, divided into feet and inches, was fastened, mils carried 
throngh a block attached to the tripod. One eiid of the rope wits an- 
chored at tlie bottom by means of two thirty-two pound shot, and a 
counterpoise was attached to the otber end to keep the rope propei-lly 
stretched. This apparatus was tested by ;I series of scdereadings with 
corresponding soundings, and proved to work very satisfactorily. The 
observations comprise eight lunations, the readings beiug talien hourly, 
half-hourly, and in  some instances every ten minutes, in order to deter- 
mine the precise moment of the turn of the tide. 

D.-&~ETEOROLOGY. 

After li avin g en terecl win ter-quar ters meteor01 ogical observa tion s, 
which up to this time had been made three-hourly, were made every 
hour, Washington time. The register contained observations on the 
tmperature of the air, atmospheric pressure,, psychrometrical observa- 
tion, direction aud force of wind, appearance of the sky, slate of \iyqther, 
and both soliir and terrestrial radiation. Besides, all extraordinary 
meteorological phenomena were carefully noted. 

For t h e  registration. of the temperature of the air mercurial ther- 
mometers were used for temperatures domu to -35 OF. j for lower ranges 
spirit instruments being. compared a t  intervals of 10 degrees. a s  cir- 
cumstslices would permit, mercurial or aneroid barometers were nued. 

not supposed that pspAwornetrica1 observations conld bo fa- 
x~orably conducted a t  very low temperatures, the expedition was not 
supplied with the suitable instruments. For that reason two uncolored 
spirit thermometers were selected and Used, the readings of mliich 
agreed, As check observations the dew-point was determined by means 
of Regnault,s apparatus. To measure the velocity of the wind, Robin- 
son’s anemometer usually served. The distance traveled by the wind 
was noted hourly, a t  the same intervals of time. Tlie velocity of tho 
win(] determined either by the same instruinent or by means of 
Uasella’s current-meter. Theso observations on tlte wiuds, combined 
with those on moisture of the atmosphere, will form a valuable contri- 
butiori to physical geography. 

It was not thought esseutial to procure photographs of the clouds, as  
they do iiot di&r in their general character from those in more south- 
erly latitudes. The only reniarkable fact to be noticed is that sometimes 
cirri could be observed at very low altitudes among stratus clouds, 
which, ho\vcver, is not surprising if their mode of forniation is taken into 
accoun t. 

Special atteu tion mas devote(1 to  the aurora borealis, vhich occurred 
frequently, but rarely sliowed brilliant colors, uevcr bright enough to 
procluce a spectrum, Wlienever necessary one observer w:is stationed 
at themaguetometer and the  other out doors, the former observing t,lie mo- 
tions of tho magnet, while th@ other \vas matching the (dlilnjies iu the 
phenomenon and taking sketches. Although an electroscope and elec. 
trometer were sct up, and the &ctricnl coridition of tbe atmosphere 
frequeutly tested. In no instance could the least amount of clectricitj be 

i t  
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detected. The amount of precipitation mas measured as carefully as 
the violent gales would permit, by means of a rain-gauge supplied with 
a funnel. In  February, a s  soon a s  the sun re-appeared, observations on 
solar radiation were commenced, antl continued throughout the entire 
summer. The instruments employed were a commou black-bulb ther- 
mometer, aud one in vacuo; both exposed on white cotton. 

E.-ZOCJLOGY AND BOTANY. 

The collections of natural hietorg are nearly entirely lost. With the 
exception of two stuall cases containg animals, minerals, and one pack- 
age of plants, nothing could be rescued. The character of the fmna is 
North American, as iudicated by the occurrence of the lemming and the 
musk ox. Nine species of mammals were found, four of which are seals. 
The birds are represeuted by twenty-one species. The nutuber of species 
of insects is about fifteen, vie : one beetle, four butterflies, six-diptera, 
one btinible-bee, and several ichneumons, parasites in caterpillars. 
Further, two species of spiders and several mites viere found. The ani- 
mals of lower grade are not ready yet for examination. 

The flora is richer than could be expected, as not less than serenteen 
phaueraganiic plants were collected, besides three mosses, three lichens, 
and five fresh-water alga. 

~?.-GEOLOGY. 

Although the formation of tho Upper Silurinn limestone, which seems to 
constitute themhole west coast northof Bumboldt Glacier, isvcry uniform, 
some highly interesting aud important observatious have been mnde. 
It was t'ouncl that the land is rising, as indicated, for iu~tance,  by the 
occurrence ol' runriue animals in a fresh-mater lake more tlian YO feet 
above the  sea-level and far out of reach of the sprink-tides. Wherever 
the 1ocalit.y was favorable the land is covered by drilt, Rometiroes con- 
taining very characteristic lithological specimens, the identification of 
mliieh with rocks in South Greenland was a very easily accomplished 
task. For instance, garnets of uunsu:~lly large size were found in latitude 
810 30/, 11:tviiig miirked mineralogicul characteristics by mliich the ideu- 
tity with sotne gttruets from Fiskenaes was established. Drilwiug a 
conclusion froin such observations i t  became evident that the main line 
of tlie drift, indicating the direction of its motion, runs from south to 
north. 

It would lead too far to  enter into detail with regard to nunierous 
miscellaneous observations that were made besides those mentioned 
above. 

zxamination of Einil #chuman. 
1 wag born in Dresden, capital of Saxony. My profession is that of 

an engineer of bridge antl road building, atid laying out, 8treets, &c. I 
am thirty years of age. I joiued the Polaris expeditiou iu Washington 
before i t  started. I joined it here as chief engineer of the steamdepart- 
ment. 1 weut on the Polaris to New York, New Loudon, and Greenland, 
and arrived at Disco aud lay there until the Congress oiinie. We took 
provisions in there, and also co;~I, and started for Uperiiavik. Nothing 
that 1 kriow of of any note happened at Disco. At Uperu:Lvilr we took 
dogs, seal-skin, &c., and then started for the north. Prom Upernavik 
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we started up past Fitzclarence Rock. I made a drawing of that at the 
time. We found near l?itzclareuce Rock great quantities of pack-ice. 
The mater, howerer, got clear pretty soon again, and we worked through 
with steam. We used steam all t h e  while, not having our sails up at 
all. We steamed up in the ice as high as 8% 16‘. ThGt is ad h i g h  as it; 
is made by the last correct observation. Captain Hall thought at first . 
that  me had been still farther up. He said we had reached :is high as 
520 261. When we got to that point we saw that there mas LIO chance 
to get any  farther; we therefore made fast to au ice floe and came 
bacli. I think it was the 1st of September when, an ice-floe coming 
against us, the vessel got a nip. Oaptain Ea11 thought me were in great 
danger, and ordered the provisions to be taken onto the ice. All hands 
mere set to work a t  this duty. Re told UIC to make a sketch of the 
position of the Polaris, and I did SO. That sketch has been preserved. 
AS soon as the danger passed away we brought the provisious oti board 
@n. W e  found that me had drifted down B good deal to the 
south by the cnrrent. Then me came out of the ice into open 
\rater again. That, I think, mas iu the night, from the 3d to the 
4th of September. We ste;inied northeast and reached 810 38’, 
where me went into winter-quarters. Captain Hall then gave 
an order to keep steam up all the time until we were frozen in, in case 
somethiiig should happen, Tlien the next clay he thought he could find 
another harbor farther south, and told m e  to get steam up. TVc steamed 
south, but (lid not succeed. We then came back again to the same 
place. I tliink five days after that he told me  not to fire up any more, 
Theu I went to work and took the engine arid crerrthiug apart, all the 
pipes, Ssc., so they would not freezeup. Expansion might h a w  caused them 
to  burst. The iiext thing that, occurred \vas Oaptaiu Uiall’s going off’ OR 
B sled journey. I really forget when i t  was that he started. I had 
everything written down and then lost the mcmorandnm. I I<now that, 
he was  gorle iourteen dags. had divine service every Su~itli~y, and 
one day lie told u s  that he mas going musk-ox hnnJirlg. Dr. Bessels 
and Mr. Chester had been on such an excursion, and 1 ~ 1  bronght one 
back, and he thought there must be plenty of musk-oxen in the 
coulltry there, and so be gave i t  out that he \Vas going 1ntiSlt ox hunt- 
ing tilo purpose of briugiug iu fresh meat for the winter tiwe. That 
is tlie ouly thing that I knew of. I knew of no other purpose. Re then 
werlt on this musk-ox huntiiig excursiou. He started with one sled, but 
afterward sent back for another. 1 think he took \yith him some four. 
teen dogs. Nr. Chcster and the two Esquimanx, Joe nntl H;~IIR,  accotn- 
pauied him. He was over f0urtec.n days away, I am finre. He 

back at t h e  egpiratioll of that time, bringing nothitig with him. 
ne said he could find nothing. When he came back I met him 

the vessel just as he came on board, and 1 aslied biin how he felt. 
ne said “pretty well.” Then he went into his cabin ant1 I went 
jut0 niy room. I n  the ereniag Then I cnl l l~  into the c;lbiu I fount1 
l1im sick in bed. 1 llad a t  that time myself a, \’err bad collgh anc1 
remained on bonrd of the ship most of the time. The next day I asked 
Dr. BesseIs if he OOUM  ire tile something for my coiigli. l i e  said that 
I sboultl remain iu the room. I ~ v m t  into tho cnbiti wherc! Captain Ifall 
wes,aurl I vas  there in the cabin with Captain Hall during the  whole font-. 
teen days 118 \Vas Sick j I only weut out when I ]lad occasion to. Bciilg 
in there so much of the time I heard everything that WIS said, esccpt 
when I was asleep, of course. Iu a short time he  got delirious and re- 
niaiued so for tho first three dajw. & really did not kiiow whit he \vag 
doiiig or sa!, iug. The fourth day his liead mas clearer, and I thought 
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be was getting better. He could speak and we thought he was all right. 
Theu he laid down in his bed and jumped up  and got crazy again. He 
would take his book and commence to write and then walk around in 
the cabiii and siitldeiily change right off agaiu. It was not three days 
after that before he was dead. He got very sick that night, and I believe 

’ on tlie 8th o f  November he died. On the evening.of the 7th of Novem- 
ber I heard him call tlie doctor and say to him, “Doctor, I am very much 
obliged to you for your kindness,” and in the morning at 3 o’clock, I think 
i t  was, of  t h e  Sth, he was dead. He never said a word more than what I 
have j u s t  allutled to as having been said to the doctor t h a t  I ever heard 
after that. Be laid perlectly quiet-could irotmove his left side three days 
before his duitth. I do not think that he had paralpis when lie was first 
taken sick. I observed that he was better, aiid theu I saw that hecould 
not move the lett arm at all, ant1 when h e  walked in the cabin, af%er lis 
got better, that was hanging down all the time. 1 do not thiulr h s  had 
any difficulty in moving his left leg, but I always saw that arm hanging 
clown. Wlien he got into bed he woulcl take holdhirnselfof iiislelt itrm 
with his right and lift i t  up. I never noticed him in any kist1 of stupor. 
I have seeu ltim sleep heavy, and lie seemed, at times, to sleep very well. 
He would ask sometimes what that  blue thing was coming out of the 
mouth of some persoii, and then he xould*call different people a t  times, 
aiicl when they canit? he mould call for some one else. Most of the time 
tho doctoy w a s  iu the room. He accused Mr. Cheater of trying to shoot 
Bim. Ir7e would say to him, “I am not afi-aid of your powder.” At one 
time he sprang out of bed and grabbed hold of him. UapPdin Tgson 
aiid Ctiptaiii Gudtliiigton seized Captain Hall aud put him iiito bed again. 
Wheiiever they heard a noise iu the cabin they would come in to see 
what the trouble was. The cook was, at first, a l ~ a y s  by his side, but 
Captain Hall niadc him go away j he said he did not want ii;m iu the 
cabiu with him any more. He thought he was going to kill him. I 
never heard him speak about poisou i u  auy coiiuection ; but everything 
he would eat he ;voold first make us taste it. I never, however, as I 
say, heard him speak of poison. 

I used to taste his food myself. He had a certain kind of beans that 
he sometimes ate. I tried that, also. 
Everything that he ate somebody had, in tlie first place, to eat of. I 
never hoard him say what was his reason. I am sure I never lieard hiin 
speak about poison. When he tliouglit he had offended any oue be  
would, after a while, beg his pardon. He begged my pardon about ten 
times. He used to say to me, ‘LMr. Schu~nun, if I ever did wrong to 
you, I beg lour pardon; I am extremely sorry.” He said this to most 
every om. At  one time he called Captain Buddiqgton and told him 
in case be fihould die that he, Captaiu Bnddingtou, should go to the 
north pole and not, come back before he had reached it. Captaiu Bud- 
dington had to promise him that he would do so. That wits about five 
or six days belore his death. Bewas theu a little bettcr. That ~ 2 1 s  the 
only time I heard hiin say auvthiug about going to diu. De said lie 
would not lire until the next day, but ho lived about six days nfterivard. 
He did not say anytliiug in my presence HS to what he thought m a s  the 
matter with him. He dlcl not 8eem to notice his paralysis. He did not 
talk much about it. Hannah was sometimes in his room, and Joe and 
Hans sometimes came in. Dr. 13essc.l~ was with him most of the time. 
All those in the cabin, Mr. Mejer, the cook, tlie steward, t i n t 1  nqself, 
were with him a greater part of the time. Prom t h e  fact of my suffer- 
ing with the cold 1 have spoken of, I was in t h e  cabin uryself iiearly all 

time and saw rrenrly everything that happened. I bad B r e 5  severe 

I do not know tlie riame of them. 



REPORT O F  THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY. 55 1 
cold and not able a t  times to speak. I will stata that Captain Hall was 
kindly taken care of by every one. The doctor was especially kind to 
him and did everything he could. The doctor, for instance, had a string 
on his arm and Be made that fast to the arm of Captaiu Hall, so that, 
in case the captain wished anything, he had only to pull the string and 
that  would uotify the‘doctor. There were very few hours, indeed, that the 
doctor 11ad sleep. The string was frequently pulled by Captain Hall. He 
seemed to waut him all thc time. He would not take medicine, however. 
I saw the doctor attempt to gi1-e him medicine, but he n-onld not take 
jt .  Captain Buddington, Mr. Chester, and all of them begged him to 
take medicine in order that he d g h t .  get better. He did take a little. 
He could not eat much. I did not see him eat things that the doctor 
<tic1 not want him to eat. He never took auy great-notice of the doctor 
in tliat respect. I did uot see him himself open any canned meab,u to  
eat ; I heard it stated that he did SO, but I do not think he did. 1 used 
to open some canned meats for him, but he would not eat it ; he gave i t  
away again. He used to ask lor everything. We used to indulge him 
by preparing such thiugs for him as he expressed a wish for, knowing 
that  he would not eat thein when they were given to him. 

I believed then, and believe now, that Captain Hall died ;t natural 
detith. I saw nly f;itlier dio just in the same way that he did. I knew 
Iight oft’ when Captain Hall was dying. I did not have then, and have 
not nom, ariy suspicion as regards Captain Hall not haviug died a nat- 
ural death. I do not think auy persou on board the vessel had. I never 
heard i t  intimattid that he c1ic.d from any other than a natural cat1so 
uiitil I got to Dundee, and then I saw such intimations in tho 
1 q e r s .  After he died we. made a coGn and buried him. His journal 
aut1 papers w w e  d 1  saved, I think. The captain took them in charge; 
he put them in a t in  box, and read them, and we all read them. I di(\ 
rrot read them m p e l f ,  because I could not read Captaiu Hall’s hand- 
writing. His journal was kept in a 
book like this, (referring to one of the books upon the table.) There 
was not niuch writing in the book. Ee commenced to write i n  it wheu 

. we Fer0 in winter-quarters. He never did anything before that. Mr, 
Mq-er kept his journal before that time. 

captaiu Buddington took command after Captain Hall’s death, and 
Dr. Bessels took Charge. of the Sledge-,jOUrnejs and the scientific 
observations. The discipline of the ship was very good with both Ca,p- 
t a i i  H ~ H  aiicI Captain Buddington. It was just the same with Captain 
Eu(1dirlgton 8s it  was Wit11 OaPtain Ball, Only w0 had a liYlg n~ore lib- 
0rt.y than we had when Captain Hall was in command. Captaiu Bud- 
dington told me th3t he llad to give this liberty to the men in order to 
prevent the nien from getting sick. 110 seemed to regard i t  as neces- 
sary that the men sheuld have more or less keedom. He contended 
that  that was the only Fay  to Iieep sickness away from the men. The 
discipline, however, WWS Well preserved all the while. I never heard 
one wort1 ont of the way. There was no disorder in the ship after Cap- 
tain Hall’s death, that 1 am aware of. There may have beeu forward in 
the forecastle, but I did not Icno’iv’of it. As regards Captain Budding- 
ton’s habits of drinking 1 will say that  Captain Buddington was tipsy 
sometimes, but 1 Saw captain Tyson drunk like the old mischief. I 
paw Captain TYSO~ w l m l  ho could scarcely move along. We were in 
winter.quarters at the time. That was after Captain Hall’s death. 
After a while there Was nohbing more to drink. 1 think there was only 
about one hundred bottles of whisky ou board. There was no general 
drunkenness on board at all. Captain Buddington was drunk, I think, 

1 tried to do SO, bu t  Could not. 
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once or twice. We remained in our winter-quarters until the 12th of 
August. I macle 
the drawiugs, and during thilt time copied them off. J had put the ma- 
chinery back agaiu in the spring. When the temperature was warm 
enough to aduiitof it, I connected everx one of the parts. There was some 
little rrpaiiiug to be done. Duriug the spring we f o u ~ d  that tlie sliip was 
in a leaky condition. I told the captaiii about it. I said to him that there 
must be a leak in the vessel. 13e said, “0, no; i t  is the water ruuuiug 
off from tlie welting snow.” 1 told liirii that I did not thmk tliat mould 
make as rnucli water as there was. We then commenced to examine 
the ship, atid Cnptiiin BuddingtonYound the leak ouhide. It was for- 

I do not lruom what 
could hilye been the cause of it, but I know that on the 21st of October, 
a t  the time we had a northeast gale, we broke out of wiuter-rparters 
and went adrift. As soon as we saw that we were adrift, aud iioticed 
that there \Tils d;inger for us all, Captaiu Buddington ordered the  see- 

. ond aiiohor out. We tlirew i t  out, arid it got aground, and the vessel 
srrung around onto the iceberg; there me ruade fast. Oue of the sail- 
ors went out nucl fastened s hook into the berg-we had €earful 
weather-th:it is all that saved us. The next day the weather got 
better, aiid we saw that we had ill1 around us open water. The third day 
after that, when we were frozen ill, we could walk ou the ice ngain. Cap- 
tzin Buddington then ordered u s  to saw the vessel out froiit the icebecg. 
I th iuk  it \\,as about two hundred yards. On the 27th there came up 
a 8outliwest gillB, aud the gale hove the iceberg against tho vessel. The 
tongue of the iceberg went underneath the vessel and struck the stein 
of the ship, and that wrenched it. 

During the whole miuter tinie the ship rested forward on that tongue, 
and aft she was afloat in the water, and then  he was moved up and 
down by eacli tide. That broke the stem. We tried everything we 
could to stop the leak. We endesrored to calk u p  the place, and took 

. OK the iron plates and nailed them fast agtiin. We could do this on the 
starboard side, but uot on the  port side. She was too iiiuch iu the 
mater there. 1 thought the leak was stopped until we got afloat again. 
As soon as we found ourselves in open water we discovered that the 
vessel was leaking. During the time when the 1)art.y were to the north 
in those two boats-Mr. Chester and Mr. Tyson, with their diaerent 
crews--\re liad to pump the vessel b ~ -  steam. When they came back 
we pumped the vessel by hand with the large pump. We had made 
three dilfereut attempts to go north in August and before August, be- 
fore wo fitarted for home, but we never succeeded iu getting north. 
When wc started for the south I pumped the vessel wiLh thu big en- 
giue because I had steam. When w e  made fast to the floes we got 
beset so that vie could not go on. Then we w&ted for a chance to go 
on. I pumped only with the steam I had left. When that was all gone 
then we puuiped by haud. I thought, it, then, a very good t h i n g  for us 
that we hiid that little boiler that we intended to use for burning blub- 
ber. I took it and brought it more aft, and connected i t  with the feed- 
pump, so as to use the little boiler to pump the ship out. I succeeded 
in rualring such connection, and kept her just about clear. She was 
steady, going without &topping, for as mauy revolutions as she could 
make with the little pump. 

One day wc got a nip by a floe, and I found that she was leaking 
more. 1 could not pump any more with that little pump, aud I set 9 
hand-pump ou again, and pumped with that. The sailors clid the pump- 
ing and kept her clear until that night, when she broke, adrift. I think 

During that winter I wrote a jourusl, but I lost it. 

’ ward a t  tlie stem, G feet. The stem was brdreu. 
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it was the 16th. Before that me had been building a house on the ice, 
* S O  as to provide a shelter in the event of our having to 1r.aL-e the ship. 
We had all the provisions in readiness aud had tlne coal in bags and 
ready to throw over when t h e  time came. We did not throw 0% ;Ill the  
coal there. We had ten tons morein the ship. 
I had all the while a tenlperiiture in the engiue-room, wllich was 

ahore freezing-poiut all tlie time; bu t  I was always :lble to get steam, ; 
and had a little boiler full of water constantly. Wlnen we iound that , 
we could not keep aflotit by using the hand-pump, and I saw the water 
gaining, I reported to Captail1 Buddington the iact. I said she wo~llcl 
not last more than three hours, and would then sink. I said '6 \\'e caanot 
make stewm'tlien, if we cannot now.)' I saw the water gaining in  fifive 
minutes about two inches, and the pump all the while goiug. As soou as  
Captain Eudtlington heard my stateunent he said, ' 6  Shove eyerything 
overboard." I made steam without any order. I saw it  was the only 
chance to do so. I saw that, owing to the confiisiori, there mas no 
probability of getting any order to that effcct, and I took the responsi- 
bility upon myself. Before I had steam up, however, we were adrift. 
I came up and saw that the vessel had broken off, and saw some of the 
people ou the ice. P e ~ h p s  in half an hour after that I liad steam up, 
and the steam-pnmr) gained an iuch iu an honr. 1 had to use tlie littlc 
steaui-pump. We had no coal to do an~th i i ig  else with. We put six 
tons of coil1 on shore before we concluded to pump the water. There 
were ten altogether. I f ' l  hall used the big pump, all the coal would 
have bceu used rip in four hoars. 1 never made a report that t h e  a-ater 
did not giai~. Thitt is what I hare heard, but L never said such a thing. 
I was the only person mho had an opportuuity to lrnow about this 
matter. The others were afraid to go below. Tho nvxt niorning we 
saw land j as soon as it was 8 little d;Lylight, me saw land, arid we  
looked for it chance to get on shore. We sent Mr. Chester up t o  the 
mast-head to see if he could discover anything of the other pi\rt'Jr. He 
reported he C O U ~ ~  not see anything. I bad been u p  lIJySelf, but  I could 
not see anything there. I could riot 
leave my !lost a t  the engine a suficient length of time to be going 11p 
there. The 
weather mas clear. I had a glass with me aid yet I saw nothing of 
t'hem, iior of the house on t~ie  ice. I saw nothing but tho water around. 
We stearned in-shore. The little boiler gave me about GOO or 700 ?w0- 
lutions as  we worked steam up. Tlien I waited a little while until I got 
steam again to niake those revolutions again, and so wo worked our- 
selves through the ice aiid came on shore by hjgh mater. A t  1 0 ~  water 
we mere aground. 
and the condition she was in, and we fouud that the mho10 bow was 
gone. The six-foot piece was broken away entirely. The water-tight 
cotnparttnent, which the carpenter had built up  in the minter, was tlie 
ouly thing that saved us. !L'h ends of the plank were gone where the 
planks joirietl on to the stern. Yon could see into the  bo^ Of the ship. 
1 made a sketch of it, bat  I cannot find it now ;. I do not B OW what has 
become of' it. The ship's bow was open SO wide underneetll that you 
could seo in and almost enter the boat through it. A Inan could have 
crawled in there, I am s u m  8he was beyond the ~ a c h  of repair5 that 
were within our means at that 1)lace. We might have repavetl her iu 
a dry-dodi.. I inado up my mirid that we Would have to abandon the 
ship; that the vessel would have to Rtay there; that  we motlld have to 
build boats. 1 dicf th:lt as soon as [ saw tbe condition that slie was in. 
Then we went to work to  build u house, ltnd prWltred to pass tho winter 

I had been up there only once. 

I had a good look around while I was up there, however. 

Then we went to examine the vessel, where she 
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%here: This was in the middle of October, I think, of last year. We all 
enjoyed the best of health during the winter. Nobody was sick at all. 
We had 10 boxes of meat, and had plenty of dried apples, sweet pota- 
toes, Irish potatoes, and then we had fine seals brought on shore, and 
we had plenty of bread. 

Captain Buddington during all this tiwe that we were fast to the ice- 
floe, when. we separated from it, a d  up to the time me ran ashore, did 
everything to preserve the Polaris from wreck. He could not do any- 
thing more. It was not possiblc. What be could do, he did. He was 
very anxious. He very often asked how i t  was, Be., Bc., but jou see I 
was mostly a t  the engine. I could not hear much that was goiiig on on 
deck, but I know tha t  he was a gent81eman that did everything he could 
do as captain. I would cheerfully go with him again to the Arctic region 
if be were to go. My engine is all right yet I think. The only trouble 
is she is in the mater. I had no trouble at all with her. The steam de- 
partment worked well during the whole cruise up to tho time she was 
beached. She was well fitted in the steam department. 

In  the spriug we began to make boats. Mr. Chester and the carpen. 
ter built three boats. We gave one to the Esqaimaux-the little one- 
and the others we kept. The boats were not coppereil on the bottom, 
but they were very good-yery well built. ' 

WO had a fair wind. We embarked 
in  the two boats for the purpose of rualriog our way to tho South Greem- 
land coast. We worked down about three hundred wiles with fair 
weather. We never in fact had bad weather a t  sea. On sho1.e we had 
several storms. When we saw a storm nbout to come up, we would put 
into shore ant1 reinain uutii i t  mas over. Thus we coutinued until we 
were picked up by this steamer, below Cape York. I t  was very fortu- 
nate that me met \i-ith her a t  the hime we did, as we had no fuel on the 
boats to m ~ k e  R fire to keep us  marm. We had used the last piece just 
that day when we saw the Rarenscraig. We burned up all the coal at 
winter quarters. The coal wa8 gone in January. That was all the coal 
we bad ou deck. We never used the Disco cod. It is there still. Wo 
had 110 cliance to go down to get it. The coal we had then was from 
Washington. I saved the best coal uutil the last, and that coal was the 
C O ; ~  we got from Washington. We saved enough wood from the vessel 
with which to 111i~1re our boats. Then we commenced to take wood from 
the vessel for the purpose of iuel. When w e  left, all that could be seen 
of the Polaris was her deck. The rest was uuder water, and so she was 
the whole winter through. 
I know of no difficulty a t  Disco or elsewhere. I dicl not wee angthing, 

and I know uotliing except w h a t  I have heard other8 say. 1 really had 
nothing to do with any one else on the boat. I was kept pretty busy at- 
tending to my engine. It was only in the winter time that I went into 
the cabin. I used to go in there nud remain there because 1 had no fire 
in my room, and therefore could not remain there, of course. My 
machinery would hare been injured if I had not taken i t  all apart. I 
took the brass from the jrou because it does not expand equally. I took 
everything apart and laid i t  one side. I think the excessive cold woulcl 
have disabled the machinery if I had not done this. That will occur in 
the winter, almost everywhere, if care is not exercised. I think i t  was 
less likely to rust in  that region thau elsewhere, because tlie weather is 
drier. I did not of my own knowledge Iinow of any difficulty t h a t  
occurrccl between Captain Hall and anybody cluriug the cruise. I ani so 

. constituted that 1 woald not bear any if it were to take place. I mould 
go away. As far as the orem a1.e ceucerited, they were very obedieut to 

On the 3d of Julie we started. 
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the officers. There were difficulties sometimes,. but nothing serious. 
The only difficulty that occurred between the officers and men was be- 
cause the men would not sometimes observe discipline ; but Captain Bud- 
dington would generally bring everything into good order by a few kind 
words. I have never been on board of a vessel where there was so milch 
harmony as on board of that vessel. I have now been a t  sea twelve 
years. I have always been an engineer ; not on a Government vessel, 
however. In the first place, when 1 came from the polytechnic school, 
I got a position in Marseilles in a manufactory there). and from there I 
started off again to put an engine UP in Africa, in Philipsrille. Then I 
stopped in Africa three years and engaged in road-building, streets, &e. 
I worked a t  that three years, in different towns, such as they sent me. 
I built a market once. From Africa I started over to France again, and 
came home. As soon as I got 
well I came to America, and got a place in the North German line as 
assistant engineer. I worked myselfap to the position of an e:gineer, 
and then I stopped in America. Then I took a place with Uaptain Hall. 
I was three years with the North German )line. I gave up a good place 
to  go on this expedition. I think the discipline on board the Polaris 
mas not as good as that on board the North German line. We had a 
little more liberty on the Polaris than on the German line. Those 
liberties could be aff’orded, because we were free from temptations on 
shore such as are encountered on theNorth Germau line and other liues 
of steamers. 

I had .the fever and ague a t  that time. 

Exanaination of Henry Hnbly. 

I am a seaman. I was born in  Germany. I have been to sea seven- 
teen years. I have sailed in merchant-yessels as  a sailor seven years ; 
as first mate, two years; and as captain, 1 have been all over the world 
pretty much. I sailed as capt,ain in the Mediterranean and North Seas, 
Bast Baltic, &c. They were small ships. I have been in merchantmen, 
but never in ship of mar. I was first mate in an American bark that 
’belonged at New York. She went to CalIao. I was in no other Ameri- 
can ship. That was in l8G9 aiid 1870. I did not come back in the ship. 
She was condemned in Callao, and she had no cargo in her. I went 
ashore, and returned to Hamburg. I joined the Polaris a t  h ’ e ~  york  
Mr. Morrison engaged me as a seaman. Then I went in her from New 
York to New London, and from there to St. John ; thence to C h e U -  
land, and thence to Disco. Nothing of importance occurred on the 
way. From Disco I went up north to Uperllavik. There we got Hans 
a,nd his family on board j and went from there to Tessiusak. We left 
Tessiusak on the 24th of August; we steamed north, always along 
pretty well through slack ice. On the 27th of August, we passed .Hayes’s 
winter-quarters a t  3 o’clock in t h  aftornoon; the next inornirig a t  7 
o’clock, Captaiu Hall landed on the \\rest coast, off Cape Fraeier, look- 
i n g  for winter-quarters, but could not find any. The ice opened again, 
and me steamed farther northward. In the evening we p?ssed Uape 
Constitution, and we saw land on both sides off Cape ~ O n S ~ t U t l O ~ ,  and 
after passing it. We were told, after passing Cape Uonstltution, that 
we would be in  the open polar sea the next mornmg. Next moruiug, 
however, me continued to see land on both sides of US. The weather 
was not very clear; a little foggy ; but we could see the land on both 
sides, notwithstanding. It is a very narrow channel. WO steamed up 

35 N 
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the next day for the north. The next morning, T believe it was the 28th 
of August, we got stopped in the ice. We turned back a t  G o’clock 
in the morning. We continued still to see land on both sides of 11s. On 
the 29th, Captain Hall called all the officers on the house, for the pur- 
pose of having them consult as to what it was best to do about estab- 
lishing winter-quarters, or going farther north. I was on the lookout 
a t  that time on the crow’s-nest. From what I heard, nearly all the 0%- 
cers wanted to go north. Captain Buddington and Captain Tyson said 
it was necessary to make winter-quarters as fast as possible. 1 could 
hear every word that was uttered. Oaptain Buddington wanted to go 
into Newman’s Bay ; Captain Hall and all the rest wanted to go north, 
with the exception of Captain Tyson. That is what I think. I heard 
no expression from Captain Hall ; he merely asked every one where he 
wanted to go. I did not hear Captain Hal1 say himself what lie mamted 
to do. When I mas u p  there in this Crow’s-nest, and they were talking 
about it, I could see a way for going north on the eastern shore, from 
north to about northeast. So far as I could observe, I saw open water. 
There was land on both sides. There was no ice between us  and the 
open water that I saw. I sung out from the crow’s-nest, inquiring where 
they wanted to go. I told them there was plenty of open water to the 
northeast. I could not see exactly the point. Captain Buddington said 
that we must make winter-quarters, These were just the very words 
he said. I asked him where he wanted rue to go, and he said, “Right 
over there, to Nemman’s Bay?’ The ship was lying still at this time, 
tinder steam, and not fast; she was just lying them There mas no ice 
to stop us from going north, as far as I could gee. We steamed across 
towards the west side. We were about in the middle OS the straits 
when we got beset ill the ice. It was eight or ten hours after we coiw 
luenced to steam west before we got into the pack. I was not in the 
crow’s-nest all that time. Captaiu Hall called all the officers up there 

_. fit 12 07doclr, or a little after 12. I came down by 2 07clock. The ship 
,ms  steaming among the ice when I came down, crossing the straits. 
We got, as I say, fast in the pack. The gale commenced from the north- 
east; we drove down with it, and when it came clown Captain IIall or 
Mr. Chester crossed that floe where we were lying to see if he could no$ 
ascertain whether there was any passage over to the land. They went: 

I on the  Greenland side. They went on foot. There was a floe of about 
five miles. When he came back Captain Hall ordered all provisions on 
’board. In the morning, between 7 or 8 o:clocB, we took everything on 
the vessel. We had put out :L lot of‘ provisions during the night. We 
put them out on the first of September, but took them back on the 2d 
or 3d. It was daylight all the timewe were putting them out, but the 
sun was nol; shining. After we took the provisions on board, Captain 
Hall ordered steam to be gotten up. At; 9 o’clock in the evening we 
opened a little bit of lead into the Greenland coast; that was about 
three or four miles from the coast. We had only tho little boiler work- 
ing. At 12 o’clock we dropped our anchor in Polaris Bay. The nest day 
me laid there. I n  tho afternoon we steamed down south looking for a 
better harbor thau that was, but could not find :iny.other place, and 
therefore macle that for winter-quarters, up behind l’rovideuce Iceberg. 
At  that time there was plenty of open water in the straits, and we mere 
going to run out of it. It was calm weather, and no frost. We could 
w e  pIcuty of open water from the deck of tho ship. Some of tlie offi- 
cers wanted to go north, but some of them wanted to stop there, I 
heard them say so. Mr. Chester wae one who wanted to go north. 

ero mas no one else that I heard say that. Captain Buddington said 
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it was the safest place to make the winter-quarters; that the season was 
too late to try any more to get north. I thought a t  that time that it 
wou1cl have been best to have steamed up to Newman’s Bay to make 
winter-quarters there. We had seen that before. There was no ice 
coming down with the northerly wind in the straits. It was only twenty. 
two miles from Polaris Bay. I could not my whether we could have 
got any further than Newman’s Bay or not. We made the ship secure there 
and cominenced to sledge provisionson the shore. Thatis, wefastoued two 
boats together and made a bridge over that, and took the provisions on 
to the shore, and built a house Out Of provisiou boxes. It was after- 
ward broken down. I mean boxes that had provisions in them. We 
used the boxes for making the side-walls, and were going to put a sail 
over them, to have a house for exercising and amusing ourselves in. 
Bfr. Chester and the carpenter were making a floor to it, &e. IVe in- 
tended to hare everything nice and comfortable, but afterward it was 
left. Provisions mere stored all in oue pile. Captain Hall ordered the 
house taken down bcfore he went away 011 the sledge-journey. He 
started away on the sledge journey, I think, on‘the 14th October. He 
was away a fortnight, I know. .Hans, Joe, and Mr. Chester accom- 
panied him. They hac1 two sledges. He came back a fortnight after- 
ward, a t  half past 1 in the dternoon. We, all hands, were outside 
banking up the ship with snow. Wo made a wow-wall around it. I 
was attending to the tide observations a t  that moment. Capt,ain Hall 
came to every one of us and shook hands, telling us how far he had been. 
He looked first-rate. A little while afterward, in about an hour, me were 
told that Captain Hall was sick. We heard i t  from the steward and 
from the captain. We were forward then on the ship. The steward told 
us that Captain Hall did not feel well. He said he had turned in, after 
he had drank a cup of coffee, aut1 that Mr. Iforton had undressed him ; 
that he did not seem to feel quite well. Next Sunday, after Captain Hall 
had somewhat recovered from his sickness, the Esquimaux shot a big S e d .  
Captain Hall was pretty well that day, and walking up and down the 
cabin. He seemed glad at the fact that a seal had been killed. I saw 
him myself a t  that time. 1. hac1 not seen him before &fter his sickness. 
WC were not alloved to come aft. I, helped to carry the seal on board. It; 
weighed five huuclred pounds. We carried tlie seal-meat aft of the wheel- 
house, for the purpose of having i t  there if any of the men got sick with 
the scurvy during the winter. He seemed to be rejoiced to think that he 
had it. He did not so express himself to  me, but I heard hln~ Say to 
Hans that he was so glad that he had got a seal. 1 could see him through 
the windows, and I saw him laughing aIic1 rejoicing over the fact. 
days after that he was dead. I did not see him after he was taken Sick 
until thisonce, when I saw him through f ie  windows, when 1 was carry- 
i u g  the seal aft. 

Joe Mauch, captain’s clerk, came into the cabill in the morning and 
told us and told the chief eugiueer and myself, that there had been 
sou~o poisoning around thoro. I asked M a ~ c h  about it, and he told 
me that there was “Ilousaure.” I do not lrnow whet it. is in English. 
He did not say any more about it. 1 do not know what It was used for, 
whether it was good or bad. He did not mean to sa,Y that Captain 
Hall had taken this, but that the siiiell was in the cabin--ysed there for 
souw purpose or other. Captain Hall died wt half past 3 1n the morn 
ing. Nome of us WerO cadled out. I. was awake and was told that 
Captain Hall was dead j Captail1 Buddington told me-, I came t1p on 
the deck ; he stood ‘ust on the fire-i-oom scuttle, and said, u We are all 
right now:’ I said “Horn (10 you mean by that)’ HO says, ‘ i ~ o u  
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shan’t be st,arved to death now, I can tell you that,” I says, “1 never 
believed I would.” That is what I told him. I had not been starved 
before, We had been pretty \.vel1 hungered, however. Half of us only 
got enough to eat. This was without Captain Hall knowing it, for 
Captain Buddington told us here in Washington, a t  the navy yard, that 
in regard to all matters of eating we had to come to him, and not go 
to Captain Hall at  all. We 
always told Captain Buddington that we bad but half enough to eat. 
On on0 occasion tn-o of the men were sitting down in the lower cabin, 
Captain Hall was in the upper cabin. He was making a tent that he 
intended to use on his journey north-a cauvas tent. Mr. Cliester says 
to me, “Well, boys, it is dinner time, and you can go and have your 
dinner.” We said, “All right, but it is not much to us ;  by the time 
we come to eat after 12 o’clock, it will all be gone any may.’7 Captain 
Hall heard the remark from where he was in the upper cabin. This 
was before Captain Hall started on his sledge jonrney. The next morn- 
ing and every morning Captain Hall was alive, a t  half past 8 o’cloclr: 
in the morning, me had‘ to be up, washed, and dremed, and clean, and 
in the upper cabin for prayer. Everybody had to  be there. Just a t  
the close of the next meeting, after he had heard the remark I have 
referred to, he told us that he had taken the expedition from 
the American Government, and we all must eat and drink alike. 
That we were servmts to him,  that everything he had to eat 
and drink we would have just the same. Captain Hall said that 
he did not Itnow that we mere not fed sufficiently, This conversa- 
tion mas in the upper cabin in the morning a t  prayer-meeting, in 
Polaris Bay, before he left on the sledge journey. All hands were 
present when he said this-officers and men. John Heron, the steward, 
served out the provisions. We did not have enough to eat after we left 
Disco ; there was some shortening before we got there. There was some 
kind of quarreling, that IS, we had heard that there was some kind of 
mutiny on board; when in fact there was no such thing. We heard 
that Captain Baddington, Dr. Bessels, and Mr. Schuman, and a11 of 
them were going i o  leave, and there was some talk among the men about, 
leaving also. This was a t  Disco. What we said mas, that we did not 
ha17e exactly enough to eat, but then it did not amount to anything a t  
that time. We never spoke to any of the officers, saying we were going 
to leave. I did not intend to leave, but some of the men said that they 
were going to leave; tliey were afraid that Captain Buddington, Dr. 
Beseels, and the others would leave the vessel, and that we would have 
all the regular naval officers come aboard from the Congress, and that 
they did not seem to like. 

From St. Johns to Disco we had plenty to eat, then there was a 
change of rations a t  Disco and afterward. I t  commenced as soon as 
we got into the ports of Greenland, Fiscanaes, Holsteinsberg, &e. It 
changed slomly. The rations changed in every respect. At dinner time, 
if we did not look Out and get there in  time, there were three or four 
who would get there and take everything 011 the table and the rest would 
get scarcely anything. That was not in Disco, but that was afterward. 
In Disco it conimonced to shorten down all t’lic while. It was not be- 
cause we were able to eat SO much more when we got up into the north- 
ern latitude ; there was not as much served out to  us when we got np 
there. We spoke about it to Captain Buddingtoil and he said he would 
look after it. We never got tho thing made better until Captain E d 1  
found it out hiinself. I do not know why the allowance was shortened. 

“Captain Buddington told us a t  the Washington navy yard that w 

We never went to Captain Hall a t  all. 
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W O U ~ ~  have plenty to eat. After Captain HaII found it out we the11 had 
abundance-as much as we wanted. The cook genera,Ily spoiIe(1 the 
grub, however. I was forecastle steward. Captain Hall allowed one 
man to look after the forecastle for the purpose of keeping everything 
clean with a view to health and SO on. While in the performance of 
such duty I heard Uaptain Hall saying to the cook myself, that if you 
are not down attending to your business you shall not hare a cent of 
pay when you get home. He said that on the galley while I was stand- 
ing dongside of the galley door. The cook was a mulatto mRn. The 
ship was then in Polaris Bay; I could not say whether i t  was exactly a 
couple of days before the prayer-meeting to which I hare referred, at 
which Captain Hall made the remarks relative to our being better sup- 
plied or not. The cook I know never did any better. He spoiled more 
grub than .there was on board the  Polaris, and if there had been ally 
more he would have spoiled more. He never cooked a proper meal. 
There was plenty of everything. The bread, however, was half baked ; 
so mas the musk-ox meat. His bread not being in a condition to  be 
at all eatable he mould throw the dough over the side. 

We were always pretty short a t  sea from Disco on to Polaris Bay, We 
could eat pretty well what he gave us. We hac1 meat, potatoes ; but 
the potatoes were not at  all boiled. We had only one barrel of salt beef 
with us on board. Captain Buddington caine out after Captain Hall’s 
death and said we would have plenty to eat after this. Nothing further 
took place then. I went away into the forecastle. I did not know what 
he meant. I went down in the forecastle rtnd cleaned it np, when one 
of our men was helping the carpenter to make 8 eoffiri. Two days after 
that  Captain Hall was buried. I think it was on the 10th of November. 
After he was buried, everything went aloug as Captain Hall ordered it, 
in every respect, only the prayer-meotiugs in the morning ; they were 
discontinued shortly afterward. Captain Buddington discontinued 
them. A11 hands, officers and men, were at prayer-meeting one morning, 
and he told us, when we got through, that the prayer-meetings would 
not be continued any longer, and that’ erery man might do his own 
prayin_g there. Mr. Bryan conducted the prayer-meetings for some time 
after Captain Hall’s death. We had prayer-meetings op Sunday from 
11 to 12 o’clock. Everybody had to be thero while Captain Hall was 
living, but &out a month or six weeks after his death they mere dis- 
continued. There was only Herman Siemons, Captain Buddington, Mr. 
Morton, Hannah, and myself in the prayer-meeting on8 Sunday morning, 
and Ceptain Buddington said there was no use of carrying this on any 
further; nobody wants to come any more, and T V ~  had better knock it 
off altogether. Mr. Bryan was there; I forgot to mention him. He con- 
ducted the meetings. Mr. Bryan said nothing, that I know of. That 
was about the only change that occurred alter Captain Hall’s death. 
Everything was kept up its Captain Hall had ordered it. 1: heard Cap- 
tain Buddington say that he could not €orce a rnan to go to prayer-meet- 
ing  against his will, and that he would rather take a trslmP arOlUld- 
take a walk. Some of the men 1iLed the discontinuallce of them, and 
Eome of them did not. During the winter season the inen used to ainuse 
themselves t)y talcirlg sleigh-rides. Captain BuddiWton gave us all tho 
privilege of going off on our own hook a t  times, and a l b w d  m the use 
of his harness and his dogs to ride out with as often ?S me pleased. 
We frequently went north nine or ten miles from the shW along on the 
coast close to the’ ice. NO officer accompkniec1 US, and no Esqaimaux. 
We Could drive the dogs ourselves. w? saw l)lentJ’ of open rnzkter 
during the winter. The whole of the straits were open there; the ship 
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mas frozen in, however, so that i t  could not get out into open water. 
There was a bright, clear moonlight ; it was sufficiently light for us to 
see. From Cape Lupton to the ship was clear, open water. There was 
a little bit of a bight in the land that was ice; we drove along that. 
Then one clay the doctor, Robert Kruger, and myself viere out there, 
and Herman Sielnons was atteuding to the tidal observations. The 
doctor told us  that the flood stream came from the northward. A t  half 
past 1 the tide altered, and the ebb-tide then came from the northward. 
Afterwards I heard that he contradicted that. I saw it every day. I 
heard some of them say i t  was not so, but I know that it is. I was ob- 
serving the tides ; I observed the tides for three months. There was a 
regular ebb and flow six hours each way, with six feet rise and fall. 
The ice would flood to the northward with one tide' when there was no 
wind. The tide would take a regular change one way or another. When 
there mas a gale coming, by and by the icebergs in the middle of the 
straits mould not take such a fast move to the northward. That is the 
reason some of them said there was a general current from the north- 
ward down south, but i t  vas not so. I am sure the cusreut was the other 
way, from south to north, and quite regular. In the spring of the year 
the melting siiow from the ravines and the land drives the water down, 
and it may run more one may-more to t h e  southward t h m  it does to 
the northward.' In the spring of the year the wind is always from the 
northward, but not in wiriter when there is regular weather. The 
ice out in the middle of the channel would go to the northward just as 
well as to the Southward. It mould have its regular hours for the turn. 
The current \.vas that of the tide. The ebbstream is not strong as the 
flood-stream. I never watched if there mas a constant set in the mid- 
dle of the channel, that is, while in Polaris Bay. Iheard the doctor say 
there was an ebb-current in Polaris Bay, a little ways outside of Prov- 
idence Iceberg. Providence Iceberg lies about two hundred and fifty 
yards from the beach j about one Iiundrtid yards outside of that we 
could see the regular tide north and south as far as me could see any- 
thing. I always took the berg farthest out into the stream and took a land- 
mark on the west coast over to Lady Franklin Bay, and watchedclosely 
whether it was so or not, and by that land-iuark I observed this ice in 
the middle of the channel set both north and south when it was regular 
weather a n d  the  wind did not interfere. 

In the spring of the year we weut inland sometimes for eight or ten 
miles, and went hunting, but me could not see any living thing except 
the tracks of the leming. We could see theso everywhere, but not the 
lemings themselves. There were any number of tracks there. In  the 
latter part of March I shot .the first rabbit. Then the same day we shot 
some partridges, about nine or ten, I believe. When we had. nothirig 
else to  do me amused ourselves just as we liked. Finally Mr. Ohester 
ordered the tlro boats to be made ready to go north. 

We had two small whale-boats on the shore, and we took them along- 
side of the ship, and the cmpenter and Mr. Cliester commenced to fit 
those up, put lockers around them, &e., and had them made serviceable. 
They were intended to travel the straits with, as goon as they were 
opened j but really the straits were not frozen up at that time-not in 
March. Mr. Chester's intention was to go with the boats to the north- 
ward. Captain Hall had said, when he came back from his sledge-jour- 
m y ,  in the fall, from Capo, Breroort, that there vas not much use in 
sleighing on the Greenland COkiSt, as the land lay too iiiuch to the east- 
ern side. He said that we would have to go across the straits, and go over 

the otber coast. When the boats were completed and everything in 
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readiness Mr. Chester and his party and Captain T,yson and,his party 
started. 1 accompanied Captain T y s m  We were gone about 8 month, 
Captain Tyson said that we went thirty miles. Mr. Chester afterwctrd 
determined that it was only tweuty-five miles. Captain Tyson, I thinlr, 
was uot able to take observations ; he couldn’t correct his instrume1,ts. 
We came iuto Newman’s Bay eight days before Mr. Chester. He lost 
his first boat, and it took him eight days to construct another and get 
to wl~ere we were. In  the evening, a meek after that, when Mr. Uhes- 
ter, Mr. Meyer, and he came, a t  73 o’clock, Mr. Meyer asked Captain - 
Tyson what latitude me mere in, and he said 890 02’. The next morn- 
ing Mr. Meyer and Mr. Chester took observations, aud said that Cap- 
tain Tyson had made a mistake. He said, “ No, 0 no ; you had bet- 
ter look a t  your books,”&c. They made it ont fiually about S10 5/51 4511. 

Then Captain Tyson said that as Mr. Gryen had made his instrameut 
all right, i t  was i n  couditiou to take observations right away; there 
was 110 indexing to be brought on a t  all, or anything else like that. We 
did not go any farther. If me had had another captain in our boat, we 
could have gone across to Cape Uaion. The whole of t h e  straits were 
open j there was not a single piece of ice in the way. Mr. Chester did 
not go over, because he had only A cmvas scow; he had lost his first 
boat. As I said, there was noti a single piece of ice to prevent us mov- 
ing farther at this time. Nr. Chester thought that Captain Tysou would 
get across with his boat to Cape Union sure. HG said hu would h : m  
gone if lie had a boat like our&. We did not go any farther, however. 
We laid there a month waiting, and then Mr. !Chester sent two of his 
men to the ship. We laid within a mile’s distance of ea& other j Mr. 
Chester was a mile farther to the northward. We did not want to go 
back to the ship, and so Mr. Chester sene two of his men badr to get 
more.provisions, SO that we might wait until later in the season for 8 
better chance for traveling. Mr Chester thought that me could do some- 
thing a little later. Captain TSSOU said it was too late at that time to 
do anything. When t8he two men got to the ship, Ceptain Buddington 
kept them on board. He said that his ship wa8 leaking. He tried to 
get up to us with the ship, me being only twenty-five miles off, or twen- 
ty-tmo. He tried two or three times, but did uot succeed. I did niot 
see the ship, but that is what these men whom Mr. Chester sent told us 
afterrnard, whet1 the3 caiiie wi th  the proviaious. We heard the sound 
ofa  gun. He had a double charge in the gun. We could not see tho 
ship from where we mere, but we heard the sound of’ the guu in  tho  
ere11ing. Then he told US that the ship was in a very bad condition, 
and he had been using the big pumps to save coal. He pumped with 
steam before we left with the boats. Tha i  we went back and left our 
boat%. The captain sent Hans with R note, requesting us to come on 
board. ‘I could not see what was in the note. I do not want to say 
what I did not know. However, there was a note addressed to Mr. 
Chester, and none to Captain Tyson. Illr. Chester told Captain Tyson 
that tho captain wanted us to  come aboard, and briug the boats along. 
Then Claptamin Yyson said we had better go, and w pulled our boat; 
over the ice four or five miles. Nr. Chester% boat-crew gave u s  a hand ; 
notwithstanding, i t  took us seven hours to get the boat 011 shore. Then 
W o  went back and got our clothes, 8tockings, &e. It took US two days. 
Wo then started for tile ship. Mr. Chester stopped a1ld h i d  right in the 
mouth of Ncwlnau’s Bay. Hehad orders, hesaid7to brillg the two boats 
wikh him, and lie hac1 no ch:lllce to come domn ; tliere too much ice. 

gone over to Cape Union a t  the time me left to come back. There was 
too much ice. The ice had come down in the mean time. 

We could not taka tho boats back to the shill. We Could not 
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We got back to the ship. She lay in Polaris Bay a t  anchor. We 
went 011 board and found the ship was in a very leaky conciition. Then 
they kept up steam and pumped all the Fvhile with steam. We heard 
that the captain wanted LIS to return from Newman’s Bay, in order to 
save coal by having us  help a t  the pumps. We were ten or twelve 
days 011 board before Mr. Chester came on board with his men. He 
sent some o l  his men before him-Mr. Meyer and two others. One came 
the very time that Captain Tgson’s boat-crew came. When Mr. Ches- 
ter came ou board the nest morning we started the deck-pumps and 
stopped the steam. Then we mere waiting to get a chance to go up 
north, a t  least as far as these boats were, so that we might get t,hem. 
Captain Buddington said that he would endeavor to get farther if he 
could, but the  effort would be to get as far north as these boats were 
a t  all events. The ice opened B little and by hard squeezing we got 
the ships squeezed on to  the beach and remained there. For a day or 
two we mere not afloat a t  all. On the 12th of August the ico opened 
and we steamed down south. We did not go up north to the boats. 
We could not. I heard Mr. Ohester and Captain Buddington talking 
about going north, and he said they would trS: to get as far north as 
possible if an opportunity offered, but then there mas no chance, and 
we thought if there was no way to get north w e  had better steam 
home. It got to be so late-it being the 1st of August. Another man 
and myself, Robert Hruger, asked permission to go and get some clotbes 
that we had left in o w  boats. We got perinissiou, and we went and 
we stood about tmelve or fifteen hundred feet on a high hill and on the 
sontheru side of Newman’s Bay. We there saw the farthest land that 
has ever been seen. 

Nobody has ever seen that landbut Robert Krugerand myself. It was 
behind Cape Union. It run iiortheast by east. Standing a t  the soutliern 
end of’ Newman’s Bayy, and looking clue north, just  a little to the right 
of Cape Union, we saw the land running northeast by east to the north- 
ward as  far as we could see. We lost that land from its running bcliiud 
Capp Brecoort. We were about a mile ou tho south side of Newmnn7s 
Bay. We looked up clue north, and saw the land of Cape Union, to the 
right of it, until it  mas lost to 1.1s behind Cape Brevoort. It seemed to 
be the same height that thelaud is abreast of Newman’s Bay. We could 
see snow in the ravines coming down the steep coast in this new land. 
We saw it when we came down for about ten minutes or quarter of an 
hour. We had not seen i t  before ; we had seen appearances of land there. 
Captain Tyson, and the others, also, called i t  Fly Away Laud. We 
thought before that it mas land. Some of them said i t  was o black sky 
extending over the open water, and said it was au open Polar sea ; but 
we saw it, this last time, just as certainly as I have ever seen ariythiug. 
1 saw nothing of land, to a certainty, when 1 was up a t  Crow’s Nest, 
while they were having a consultation below. I did not report any laud 
a t  that time, though I thought I saw some on the east side. 

When we were up a t  Hall’s farthest point, I saw the north cape 
of Hall’s Land. I was up in tho  Crow’s Nest and I saw, to the north- 
east of Hall’s Land, the other land - high land away up in the north- 
east, as far as I could see. I did not see m y  other land, only tho big 
biglit that went in from the cape that is just above Repulse Harbor. It 
was not a very clear day when the ship reached its highest point, 
though I could see a great distance. I could see mater for twenty and 
tmenty.fire miles a t  least, and could see aoro8s the straits. This was 
on the shore of Nemman7s Bay. It was a beautiful, bright day when I 
went ul) for my cIotIies, where we had left our boats, end when we saw 
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this farthest point of land. Mr. Meyer went out to see if he could see 
it, but he came back and reported that he was not able to see any such 
land as was described by us. He said he was not willing to mark any- 
thing down that he had not seen himself. When he went out, however, 
i t  ws a very ioggy day. 

Without concluding the examination of this witness, the Commission 
adjourned until Monday morning, a t  eleven 07clock. 

WASHINGTON, Ootober 20,1873. 
Examination of HENRY HOBBY resumed : 
After seeing the land, which I described on Saturday as being the 

most northern laud seen by any one, a t  the t ime  when I went back to 
Newman’s Ba.y to get my clothes, I returned to the ship. The ship laid 
about tell days or more in Polaris Bay. TIien we steamed down south. 
We stopped in Polaris Bay that length of time because there was no 
opeuing by which we could get out. On the 12th of August, a t  dinner- 
time, there commenced to be open water and slack ice in the straits. 

.We got steam up and steamed down south. We were getting along 
well as far as SO0 2‘ north. There the open water stopped, and we ran 
the ship till she got beset in the pack. We drove slowly down along 
the western shore, the ship all  the time sesting slowly more over to the 
Greenland side. A house was built on the ice so that we might have 
shelter in the event of our losiug the ship. We had some provisiou in 
the house. Captain Tyson had that done. We drifted down fast to 
this ice, until the night we broke adrift in the gale. We could not hare 
gotten on to the  western shore a t  any time after we got fast i n  the chan- 
nel. After we passed Dr. Ea~ie’s winter-quar- 
ters we drove domn rapidly. Passing Cairne Point we saw plenty of 
open water. The trouble, however, was that the ship was frozen 
in to one floe. The open water was to the northward, to the south- 
ward, and east and west of us. We, however, were frozen in to 
one big floe, and there were some other floes in the pack where we 
were. We drove past Cape Alexander and saw Northumberlaud 
Island from tho deck. A hearj- gal0 commenced from tho southwest. 
It was snowing and blowing fearfully for about thirty-six hours. In 
the evening a t  G o’cloclr i t  was dark, and all a t  once a heavy crack in 
the floe came. Two of us  jumped up 011 deck. We saw tho  floe 
was parted right where the ship was lying. In  about fix7e minutes 
all the ice was gone on the starboard side. Oaptain Biiddington 
called all the hands to get the musk-ox skins, provisions,. kc . ,  rendy. 
We did not cornmence right ofS to heave overboard. Wuhad provisions on 
deck aiid coal. The musk-ox skins and clothing we had to Ireel) dry in 
the room. We got them n p j n  port-alley way. We waited a little while, 
anci all a t  once we got a 11lp ou the starboard quarter. A big floe or 
a little berg struck her thore fearfully, and keeled her over on her port 
side. Then Captain Buddington sung out, ( 6  Heave up all SOU can, as 
fast as possible.” Some of them went on the floe, and others threw 
the stock overboard, forward and aft. Three of the party brought the 
things forward to US, and Mr. Chester and I hove t,liem overboard. 
Captain Buddington, Mr. Morton, and some others were aft. We had 
tho pemmicau aft on the poop.deck. He threw that ororboard. I ma8 
forward along with Mr. Uhester. we did not  heava ererythiug over. 
board that mas there. Then the inen sung out that they wanted the boats 

w e  were blocked in. 
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lowered, and me lowered two boats down. They did not like to stay, 
they said, any longer without the boats. When we had the two boats 
down, me commenced heaving more provisions on the ice. Then 
Captain Buddiugton and Mr. Chester spoke together, and said it was 
better to stop a little while, and not to heave everything over just then. 
We waited for a couple of minutes, and then Oaptain Buddington said 
that I should go over on the floe: and should carry the provisions that 
were on the floe-edge, alongside the ship, out on to a higher part of the 
floe, where we had the house. 1 just went over the rail, and went down 
the lower part of the steps. Through the heavy nips the ship had had, the 
floe mas broken up, and there was about three fathoms there broken 
up in little lumps of ice. I was, therefore, unable to get off. I sung 
out to the captain that I could not get off that may. He said you had 
better come up. A t  the same time the steward came running up. He 
was on the floe. I stood on the lower part of t h e  steps ; and he says 
the floe is broken all over, and I must come on board. The cap- 
tain s ap  I have just  ordered a mau OR, and if he cannot get off, 
why you cannot get on board. He said I must; the floe is broken all 
over. Just  at that minute off went the ship. The fastenings broke, and 
the ship went off. Them we could see three-quarters of the provisions 
on this little piece of ice yet, and there were about four or fiye men 
on it. Some of them mere on the better part of the floe. Those that 
mere on tfhis little floe were shouting, and saying they wanted to get on 
board of the vessel. The captain said, ‘‘ I ha% got no boats on board, 
and I wish I was where you are.” We all wanted to be on the floe. 
We had no boats, or anything of the kind, and the ship mas in o fear- 
ful condition. We drove away, and that was the last we saw of them. 
The steward sung out, Good-bye, Polaris.” Those mere the last 
words we heard. That was about half past 9 in the evening. A t  11 
o’clock our ship laid still, I think. We could not see any land. The 
snow was blowing, yet it had calmed down a little. All around the 
ship there were broken pieces of ice. The next morning a t  9 o’clock, 
me saw the land on the Greenland side. We saw that we were about 
three miles from the coast. At  9 or 10 o’clock, I went up to the mast- 
head, and I saw a lot of provisions about four or five miles from the 
ship. I could distinguish the coal-bags, tbe boxes, Qc., one from an. 
other, but could not see any boats, any house, or any living man, and 
no clogs. I was looking through A glass. I saw these things from the 
deck also, and when I came down I could show it to the others asound. 
The floe was a little to the southward; more to ths southward than 
abreast in the straits from us, a little to the southwest of us. 

Mr. Chester went up and saw the same thing that I did. Afterward 
Captain Buddington sent me up again, but I could not see any men. 
I went right up as high as I could get on the topmast with a glass, arid 
I could uot see m y  movements or anything of thst  kind. This was 
about 12 o~clocl~ in the day. Then we had gotten steam up in the little 
boiler. We had steam up, but the captain ordered more steam in order 
to use the propeller. We had got stoam up to pump the ship with. 
Then there was a litt?le bit of a$ lead opened into the shore. A slight 
breeze sprung up from the northeast. A little bit of lead opened 
into the shore and we tried to get in on to the beach. It took us until 
4 o’clock in the evening to get On to the beach, working with sail and 
ateam, but there was no other open water to  be seen anywhere except 
8 little to be seen toward Littleton’s Island. We made toward the 
main land, between Littleton’s Island and Life-Boat Core. 

he was beached where the fall of the current swept along. I would 
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have beached her two hundred yards farther down south, around the 
point. 

The next morning we commenced to take the spars, topmasts, yards, 
&e., down, and take them on shore. We took all the provisions we had 
left on shore. Two dags afterward there came some Esquimaux to us. 
The captain gave them several things, and in the evening they went 
home. The next day there ca!ne six of them. They helped us to take 
all the stuff on shore. I cannot think of anything just now that hap. 
pened during the winter. We remained there, however. 

In  the spring the doctor wanted me to go to the North Pole with him 
on a sledge journey. I thought it was a very foolish idea, with fifty 
pounds of pork, and sixty pounds of bread on oue sled, to go to the 
North Pole from there. A t  this time we were two hundred miles farther 
south thaln we were the year before, and yet we did not try it then, 
when we were farther up. I was told to go, however, and 1: said I would 
go; that it made no difference to me. The doctor promised me $100 to 
go to Thauk God Harbor, and $200 if I would go with him so that he 
could reach a higher latitude than Captain Parry reached. His prin. 
cipal object seemed to be to go to Theuk God Harbor. What he was 
going to do there I could not say. Tho captain bought a team of dogs 
and sleds from these wild Esquimaus who came there, and me hac1 those 
a t  the time. Dr. Bessels was constantly speaking to me about going to 
Thauk God Harbor wit$ him, and me had arranged for such journey, 
bnt before we were able to start, the ice broke and the journey was 
accordingly abandoned. 

We lived in the house that we built all the winter. A fortnight before 
me left, a gale of the uortheast took her about one hundred yards farther 
south, ant1 then she broke out in open water. The hawsers viere parted, 
and Herman Seimeus and I made one of the hawsers fast to her again. 
she onlg was twenty yards frotn the beach. Before, she was about one 
hundred and fifty yards from t'he beach. She vas three-fourths full of 
water a t  the time. The high tide forced her up on to the beach. We 
made fast only a single hawser. We were not told to do this, and we 
had perhaps no business to do it, but we took the responsibility. I f  I 
had had anything to say I would have secured her properly a t  that time, 
When we went away with the two boats that Mr. Chester built, we 
passed right in front of her stem, and she mas lyiug there level with the 
water. We sailed down that day in sight of Littleton Island. We 
passed Cape Alexander and down to Etall, the second settlement 
from the north. Then we traveled along very comfortably. Nearly 
a11 the while we had abnndance of water. We got pretty rapidly down 
south, and on the 23d we saw the .~rhaler Ravenscraig. Solno of the 
party were glad to see her, while some were very sorry. We did not 
want to go across to the other side for two or three months. We 
thought we could get to Tessiusal~ in  ten or fifteen days. We had mado 
more thaii half of our passage down in twenty d a p ,  and had six weeks, 
provisions more in our boats, and everybody was in excellent health. 
We thought we could get down there sooner, and, as we had plenty of 
provisions on board, would have preferred remaining on the boats. 1 
wanted to go to DISCO, and all in our boat wanted to go thure. I am 
sur0 IVO could bare reached Djsco Without any difficulty. Rlr Chester 
did not want to go on board the whaler, but Captain Buddingtou did. 
We had not eaten more than one.tllird of our prorisious a t  that time, 

A t  the time our ship went adrift from the ice-floe and we were separated 
from our companions, she was in a fearfulleaky condition. I was down 
in the fire-room, and 6am that the water was just coming on to tho fires. 
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We had to start the deck-pumps as quickly as possible in order to 
prevent its doing so. We had to thaw them out first with hot water 
from the boilers. We must pump with the deck-pumps or the engineer 
said the fires would go out. Everybody was working as hard as he 
possibly could. The stem of the ship was gone ; the six feet of it was 
broken out. I could stand right in the hole. When the ship went on 
Providence Iceberg on the 22d of November, 1871, Captain Buddington 
said that it was the safest place we could have her. All of us said the 
contrary; I had never seen a ship setting on the ground the whole 
winter, and this was the same; she soon commenced to kee! over a little, 
and kept keeling over a little more and more all the while. She was 
leaking fearfully all the winter. When she had set about a fortnight, 
then the captain thought i t  would not be a good plan to leave her there 
during the whole winter. It was then, however, too late. If he had 
come to this conclusion before, she could have been gotten off in about 
an hour’s time. We could have sawed her off. There were only two or 
three inches of ice on the port side. That is where she got her break 
in the stem. During the winter she was cracking sometimes fearfully. 
In  June, of1872, we found out that t,he ship was leaking badly. I knew 
well enough before that it could not do anything else ; that it must be 
leaking.. That discovery was made when we commenced thawing out 
of the ice. She had broken the stem ; the piece did not come out a t  that 
time. We tried to fix it. The big planks were broken right in the 
middle square off, and the stem was bent regularly away for two or 
three inches. After we ran her on shore the morning afher we parted 
from our comrades, as we were walking over the ice taking things on 
shore, I went forward to her stem and saw how she loolred there. The 
lower part was all away a t  the six-foot mark. A large portion of the 
stem had come out the night that we parted from the floe. She mas 
built up solid forward, otherwise she could not have floated after that. 
She was a strong ship and a very comfortable one. She would have 
been right enough if she had not been kept on that iceberg all 
winter. The nip that she received the last night .would not have done 
her any harm. She would have stood that all very well. This break on 
top of the old one caused her destruction. 

Q. How often did you go to the mast-head to look after your com- 
panions t 

Answer. Twice. I staid there from ten minutes to a quarter of an 
hour a t  a time. Everybody was very busy taking care of the ship dur- 
ing that time. The first time I was up there I was called by the cap- 
tain to attend to the other business. It was while they were eating 
breakfast that I went up to the mast-head. The first time I weut up 
on my own hook; afterward I was sent up by the captain. The time 
that Mr. Chester and I were up at the mast-head altogether would 
make about an hour and a, half in that day. There was nobody 
looking from the mast-head about 4 o’olock in t’he afternoon. I think 
the reason why we did not see them was that they must have been be- 
hind Littleton Island, or in the shadow of some betg. There was no 
men on board the Polaris that could beat me in seeing. That is what 
they all adruitted, that I had the best eye-sight. I was regarded as,the 
best look-out on board. I could distinguish a bird while it was flying, 
and see whether it was a bird or Something else, when the others could 
not tell what it was. I hare very fine eye-sight. I do not see particu- 
larly well through a glass ; I can see with my bare eyes better. 

There was a great deal of refraction 1n the atmosphere in that region. 
I saw a great many mirages, and have seen ships and land lifted up 
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which would otherwise be below the horizon, and not visible. I do not 
know that there was anything of that kind the day that the other party 
saw the ship. I think that if they had been anywhere near the floe that 
had the provisions on, I should have certainly seen them. 

The land that Mr. Eruger and I saw farthest north, when we went to 
get our clothes where we had left the boats, consisted of very high 
peaks, coming steep down to the coast, apparently. We could see the 
snow-ravines between the peaks. There did not seem to be any capes 
there, but the laud Seemed to come straight down as we saw it. It lay 
off northeast by east, and not up toward the west coast from where me 
saw it a t  Sumner Headland, a t  about an elevation of twelve hundred 
feet. We could see It  until it stretched off to the northeast, and was 
lost behind Cape Brevoort. 

It was a splendid day when we saw this land. When we mere on tho 
boat excursion we hac1 been in thero for a month, and we were not 
always able to see Cape Union, but at this time Cape Union looked as 
if we could heave a stone on it, it was so near. I had no glass. Kruger 
had Mr. Meyer’s spyglass. 

When we first went up in the Robeson Channel the ship could have 
gone farther north. After they had the cdnsultation on the house, 
whicb was on the 39th of August, I think, we could have gone farther 
north. And I think we could have gone farther north after ive got 
back into winter-quarters. We had a gale from the northeast, and me 
drove down with that from our high latitude to S l O  38’. That cleared 
out the channel, audwecould hare gone on north after that. I a m  
quite sure we could have gotten as far as ire did before, a t  least. There 
was then blowing a little Breeze from the northward, but not much, and 
there was no ice coming down at that time. That, of course, showed 
that there was open water. The reason we did not go farther north was 
because Captain Buddingtou said that it was not safe to go farther north ; 
that we had not left any depots of provisions anywhere. He said we 
were a thousand miles from our first depot. Nr. Chester wanted to go 
to N~~m11an7s Bay, a t  least. He was waitiug the whole day to haairo 
anchor to go north. Tha’t was the first daly vve lay a t  Polaris Bay. Cap. 
tail1 Buddingtou said this that I have just repeated, about not going any 
farther north, forward on the deck. It was spoken in the presence of every 
one, When this consultation on the housc was h ~ i ,  Captaiu Hall, Cap- 
tain Buddington, Captain Tyson, Mr. Ghester, Dr. Bessels, Mr. Meger, 
mere present. Captaiu Hall asked every one of them, and they all said 
they wanted to go north, with the exceptiou of Captaiu Buddingtou. 
Captain Buddington wanted to go into Newinan% Bay and make win. 
ter-quarters there. The others wanted to go north. Tysou wanted to. 
go into Newman7s Bay also, it‘ they could not get north on the West side. 
The rest wanted to go north. Tliere was open water to tho IlOrth~I’RZ‘d 
a t  that time. The ship was then lying in opeu water. Some of them 
wanted to cross the straits, and some of them wanted to keep the Greeu- 
land coast. The open water was 011 the Greenland side. Some of them 
said it would make too much e,zsting, sud the others said that she 
never would get across those straits j that she woiild get fast iuto the 
pack. That is what Uaptaiu Buddington said. We tried to get across 
the dtraits on the other side, and did get fast. 

1 remember when Captain IiIall was sick, and when he died. I was 
not with hini a t  all j we were not allowed to be with him. I saIr him 
only once, and that the Suuday mhen he mas quite well. Ho died in 
two or three days after that. I ouly sam him the on0 Suuclny I have 
spoken of, After his death I iiever heard ally oue express hiuiself as 
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being relieved by his decease. I know there were a couple of oficers’ 
who were greatly relieved by his death. The doctor was one of them 
that I know of. I. think Captain Buddington was also. I never heard 
them say so; I could see it by their works. One of the officers said 
that now they would have something to say; that before the sailors 
had the command; that Captain Hall consulted with the sailors, and 
not with his officers. They said that they would find it w little differ- 
ent now. Mr. Meyer said that. He remarked that now the officers 
would have something to say ; that they had nothing to say before. I 
know that the doctor was greatly relieved. He  did not know what to do 
when Captain Dall was alive. When Captain Hall would call one of 
the scientific men all three of them mould jump up, and each one would 
suppose he was called on. Some of them did not want to behave very 
well. Captain Hall said he would court-martial the doctor if he kept 
on in the way he was doing. .Nobody ever said in my presence that 
there is a stone taken off my heart now:’ referring to Captain Hall’s 
death. Captain Buddington said to me at one time, b b  We are all right 
now.” He said that the very same morning that Captain Hall died. I 
said, b b  How do you mean about that V He said, bbYou will have plenty 
to eat now, and you shall bot starve to death.” 

The discipline of the ship mas good during Captain Hall’s life-time- 
first class; afterward it was not very good. The most I can say of 
Captain Buddington is, that he knows how to manage a ship in a first- 
class way, and is a first-class ice-navigator ; also Mr. Chester. 

Exumination of Herma nn Siemin. 

I am a native of Germany, and thirty-one years of age ; by profession 
a seaman. I 

I have sailed froin Germany, England, and from America. I passed 
the examination before a board as a ship-master in Gsrninny, in ISGS. 
I s e v e r  commanded a ship. My highest rating has been first officer on 
board of a Nova Scotia sailing-vessel that sailed out of New York, 
nanied Eolus, Captain Perkins. I never &ailed in the Arctic circle 
before the time of the Polaris expedition. I joined the Polaris in Wash- 
ington. Nothing remarkable happened until we reached , Tessiusali. 
Tessiusak was the most northern port we made. From that point we 
went directly uorth. The Erst place a t  which we landed was with Cap- 
tain Hall, and Chester, and four men, of whom I was one, a t  Cape 
Frazier. Captain Hall could not find any winter-quarters there. Then 
we merit farther to the northward, and by Cape Lieber one day he 
stopped the engine, to get proper observations to ascertain in what 
latitude Cape Lieber was. He had the whole scientific corps and the 
officers ou board to take observations in order to discover this  exactly. 
$hen we had to stop the ship for a time a t  the place, because the wea- 
ther was so thick and foggy that we could not see her- course. One 

I morning, I do not remember exactly the date, we got our highest lati 
tude a t  about G 07c10ck. I went myself in the crow’s-nest to look out. 
I was asked if I saw anything to the northward. Farther to  the north 
I sa,w no lead, nor did I see any prospect of getting any farther north. 
Captain Hall then concluded to look for winter-quarters. In  about S20 9’ 

. north latitude we loobed for winter-quarters, but tho  ciirrcnt was a kind 
of a maelstrom-it turned around and around,‘ so that there was no 
Place there for the ship to make winter-quarters in. This mas above 
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Newman’s Bay, a t  Repulse Harbor. Then we went farther down, but 
could not reach the coast, and could not fiud any better place. We were 
looking tomard the west coast for winter-quarters, because that land was 
more to the north than the east const was. Greenland turns too far to 
the east, but we could not reach the west coast. We drove down from 
the latitude that Cnptain Hall said \vas S20 26‘until we reached winter- 
quarters in S10 38l north. 

The next day we were engaged in looking toward the southward for 
minter-quarters, but W e  had to return. Thank God Harbor is not a 
bay, but only a bight, and there is no shelter there from the southerly 
and southwesterly winds. But we could not find any better place, 
and so we returned in the evening to our old harbor again. We 
then comnienced putting the provisions and fitores on shore as 
quickly as possible. After awhile, Oaptain Hall made a sledge journ6y 
to the north. When he came on board, so they tell me, he stated that 
he had not been in very good health during the last three days of his 
journey. I saw him when he came on board, but did not speak to him. 
I did not speak to him at the time, because 1: was one of the tide-ob- 
servers, and Henry Hobby aiid myself’ were working tlie snow out of 
the tide-pond. Soine of the officers said that he was not well the last, 
three days of his journey. I don’t know mho it mas that told me he 
hadn’t been feeling well, but some oue told me so. I did not see him 
during his sickness. . I aslred Captain Budclington for permission to see 
him, but never had the privilege. He told me that he ~rould see what 
he could do for me. That was all the information I got from him. I 
did not see him at all while he was sick. I asked Dr. Bessela about 
Captain Hall, and he told me that he would not get over his siclmess. 
This was after he had been taken sick, but before he got so very sick 
the second time. After he died we buried him. That was all, really, 
that 1 know about it. 1 never heard any formal announcement of who 
had command after Captain Hall’s death. Dr. Bessels told me that 
everything wonld be the same as it had been, with Captain Bud- 
dington as sailing-master ; still, we lost everything when Captain 
Hall died. I mean by that, that in my opinion the expedition 
died with Captain Hall. No ship ever had the privilege we had. I 
was with Mr. Chester twice in his boats. He did what he could, but 
the thing I did not like was, there not being any sledge journeys. The 
straits in tbe spring were so that we could have crossed them tomard 
the west coast of Grinnell Laud. The ico was not xiioving at all. But 
it was not done. I have no doubt if Captain ‘Hall had not died that we 
would hare reached the highest land on the west coast that Mr. Dleyer 
lias laid down on his chart. We could not have gotten any farther 
north with the ship than we did go, I think. As I stated, I accompanied 
Mr. Chester in his boat expedition. At  that time, we got in the mouth 
of Newman’s Bay. I did not go any farther except that I went On the 
shore with a telescope, and welit some miles behind Cape Brevoort. I 
looked to the northward, and 1 think I saw lsud, but I cannot say for 
sure; but my belief is tliero is land there. This land that I speak of 
lies across above the land laid down on tho chart, and sbretches from 
west toward the east. With the telescope, I could see an operiiug from 
betweeu tho coast-line on the west side, as laid clown 0.u Mr. lleyeiJs 
chart, and the laud which I saw stretching off and running off toward 
tho east. The land wits so far oiy that no ono could see exactly how it 
lay within a’ point. This land lies behind a steep cape not laid down 011 
tho chart. From the highest poiIlt on the east coast, as laid dowu on 
JIr. &!eyer’s chart, I saw still to the northeast of that a high cape with 
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water between that and the point put down by Mr. Meyer. I could not 
see whether it was a bay that lay between the two capes, or whether it 
was a sound. I could not see land to the southeast and do not know 
whether it joined it or not. This farthest land which I saw mas still 
farther north than this cape1 have spoken of, and ran off behind i t  
with, I think, water, and an outlet between, toward the northeast. 
The glass I had was one of Nr. Meyer’s large telescopes; a heavy 
one; one mau had as much as he wanted to do to carry it over the mount- 
ains. I could not see this land with the naked eye. It was a very 
fair, bright day when I mas there making this observation. I told 
Mr. Meyer of it when I came back, but he never saw it himself. 
When I came down from the boat journey they were looking for a 
chance to go toward home. Mr. Chester staid OD his boat journey as 
long as he could for the purpose of seeing if he could not find an open- 
ing. I believe if he had seen an opening that he would have gone to 
the north with the boat we had. There was, however, no opening. 
There was not even sufficient to take the boat down to the ship, so that 
wc had to leave the boats and everything there. Then, on the 12th of 
August, we left Polaris Bay for home. We got a little lead, and pushed 
our way through the ice. Thus we steamed so until me reached eighty 
degrees and two minutes north, where we got beset in the ice. Then we 
had to make our ship fast for the first time in coming down; we drove 
in about a month and a half. 1 do not remember exactly the time 
when we got beset, but we drifted down in the pack-ice until we got 
this smashing up, when the Polaris got stovo in j we drifted down the 
pack-ice until the 15th of October, when we got a gale from the south- 
ward, and in the evening about G o’clock the ice separated from the 
starboard side of the vessel. About half past 9 07clock, afcer the ice 
separated, it came in again on us, and nipped us. When the ice came 
in again, Captain Buddington gave orders, while the ship mas cracking 
all over, to  land the provisions on the floe. Some of the men went on the 
floe to transport the provisions; a t  half past 0 we broke loose and drove 
away, and left the party on the ice. We drove for some distance in open 
water,and then brought up in slushice that would not bear a man’s weight. 
It bad been made within a day or two before in the bay. When me drove 
away from the party the water was beginning to come rapidly into the 
sbip. We had to take the hot-water out of the small boiler, so as to make 
the big deck-pumps work. We had to thaw the ice out of them The 
engineer in his departmen$ was below, and made the fire up. He burned 
blubber, ~vood, and everything that he could get, to get steam up to run 
the pumps, so that we would be able to pump her with steam. Just  be- 
fore the pumps were working, Mr, Shuman told me that the water mas 
marly u p  to the furnaces, and came very near putting the fires out. 
After he got the pumps to working by steam, we got the better of the 
mater. Thus we were enabled to keep LIP until the next day. We then 
worked our way toward the coast of Greenland with lines, sails, and 
sometimes a Sew turns of the propeller, until we reached in  the evening 
the coast. But v e  could not get upon the ground for the ice which lay 
on the shore. We got as far as we could, and when the tide went out 
tho vessel m:is on the ground. The next day we had worked the ship 
still closer into the shore, as close as we could get her, and then fastened 
the hawsers t o  the  hummocks that wore aground, so that she would not 
drift oiY again. Then me co~menced to bring the provisions on to the 
shore, and we took the spars Clown and brought them on shore. The 
next day Mr. Chester turned to mith a couple of men and commenced to 
build a house. The Esquiuiaux came with five sledges and assisted US 
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in getting the provisions and everything we could from the ship on to 
the shore. After we had everything out of the lomer hold, Captain 
Buddington gave orders to  let the engines stand. There was then no 
more pumping with the engine, :mi we were therefore forced to let the 
Polaris get full of writer, because the stem ,was broken off a t  the six-foot 
mark, and totally away from tho ship, so that a man could stand in the 
opening where the piece of’ stein had been. Even the boards and sheets 
of iron were bent out. mTe fixed our house on the shore, md tried to 
make ourselves as comfortable as possible, and there we lived t8hrough t h e  
winter. 

The next day after we parted from our comrades we kept a sharp 
look-out for them. The chief officer was in the ‘6  crow’s nest 77 the whole 
of the forenoon. We were not able to see any of the men. Mr. Chester 
went into tho LLcrow7s nest ” with a glass, and looked around and :wound 
for them, but could not see anything. As far as I lrnow, there was 
some one a t  the mast-head in the afternoon. I cannot say whether any- 
body was a t  the mast-head a t  4 o’clock in  the afternoon or not ; but Mr. 
Chester, while me were going into the shore, was up in the ‘Lcrow% 
nest 7’ looking for leads, a t  the same time that he was looliing for the 
men. 

I kept a diary. My firsfdiary was published in the other report. I 
kept one afterward. These diaries were written each clay as everything 
happened, and will give my story more particularly than I can remem- 
ber it now. Of co1irse, a man cannot remember werytliiiq that OCCIIB- 
red two years since, and I mould not like to say before Bod and my 
Government what is not exactly true. We started from our second 
winter-qoarters a t  Life-Boat Cove the 3d of June. The boats had been 
made under the directions of Mr. Chester. We made our way down 
about twenty five miles below Cape York. We had pulled upon the ice, 
and were watching for a lead when we saw the ltavenscraig fast to.the 
ice-floe of Melville Bay. We were taken on board of her, end went with 
her iicross the channel, Lamaster Sound, over on t’he west coast. We 
afterward went on board the Arctic, and, when she was ready to sail, me 
went with her to Dundee. Three of our comrades, Mr. Bryan, Mr. 
Joseph Nanch, and Mr. Booth, wore left on board of another whaler 
called the Intrepid. The mhalers leave the whaling-ground about, the 
middle of October, and it is nearly or quite time that we should hear 
from them. If me had not fallen in  with the Ravenscraig, I think we 
would have gotten clown to Upernavik or Disco in our boats. If we 
had not succeeded in reaching there, we would probably have been 
picked up by the Juniata or the Tigress. 

In our first winter a t  the north I found on the south side of Newman’s 
Bay, a mile arid a half inside of Cape Sumner, in a distance of a quarter 
of a mile, twentyfour pieces of drift-wood. 

With a northerly wind they would have just come from that opening 
that 1 had seen to the northward, and which I have described as being 
betmeen the west coast and the fartherest 1:lnd which I saw. 

They would sweep just clear of Cape Union and drift on to the soutlieru 
coast of Newman’s Bay. We burned some of this wood to boil our coffee 
with aud cook.somethlng to eat. 1 cannot remember the size of these 
pieces, but thf t t  is giren in my diary, I woul1l reinarlr that in the state- 
ment of the length as giveu in my diary it is not stated whether it  is 
feet or inches j but I meallt to have it, inches. Some of the inen took a 
few pieces of this wood on board the ship itnd gave it to DY. Bcssel. 
The rest we used up or left. I cannot say what wood it was. I believe 
the doctor had a name for it. It looked to me like hard ,wood. (Pieces 

36 N 
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of wood exhibited by Dr. Bessels while giving his testimony were here 
shown Mr. Simmons, and he saicl, “These are the same kind of wood, and 
look like some of the pieces.”) The greatest length of any of the pieces 
I fouiitl was about eighteen inches. At  Polaris Bay we founcl musk oxen, 
abbits, lemings, sorue birds, in the summer time, of different kinds, 
and got one white fox. 

As regards vegetation, there was a kind of grass there. I do not 
know what the name of i t  is in English, but I should call it in German 
6‘ heide.” We came across little grass plains, and met with flowers in 
the snmnier time. During the summer season the laud was pretty clear 
of snow, with the exception of some deep ravines. 

I saw the track of the glaciers in Newman’s Ba1, and I have even 
heard n glacier discharge. I heard one discharge below our winter- 
guarters where the place called Southern Fiord is. I have seen stories 
in tlie papers about Captain Buddington’s drunkenness, but I have 
never seen him so drunk that he could not discharge his duty. He is a 
fine sailor, and a splendid ice-navigator. 

I will state tliat the more particular details of what I know will be 
found in my diary. Statements therein contained were written down 
by me every day as the circumstances occurred. 

I 

Examination of Alvin A.  Odell. 

I was born in Connecticut j shipped as second engineer on board the 
Polaris a t  New London; sailed with the ship from Xem Loiidou on the 
3d of July, 1571; weut with her to St. John’s; thence to Fiscanaes, 
thence to Holsteinberg, thence to Tessiusak, and thence northward 
on my northern rogage. After we left Tessiusalr we proceecled to 
the northm:ird. I was in the engine-room most of the time, and was 
not, tbercfore, w r y  familiar with what transpired on deck, and of course 
did not see as much as tliose who were on deck. I sometimes ran out, 
aud what I saw was a t  those intervals. We proceeded to the north- 
ward through the ice as best wc could. The particulars I am not able 
to state, for the reasons which I have before given. After we had got 
aloug for some days-% fern days before we went into winter-quarters- 
we got beset in the ice in a strait which Captain Hal1 callecl Robesods 
Channel. After we got beset in that ice, we got out afterward, and 
went up still +arther in the channel above a cape, which lie called Uape 
Lupton, and a bay, lying eight or ten miles above it, which he called 
Newman’s Bay. We afterward drifted down in the ice from the highest 
point we reached, which I uuderstood to be, after the latitude was cor- 
rectecl by a scientific Observation, 820 lC’, to the poiut where we went 
into winter-quarters, at  a latitude that was said to be810 38‘. After we had 
gone into winter-quarters wo landed our provisions on shore, :ind set np 
an observatory. We banked the ship in with snow, and covered the house 
with canvas, and made ourselves snug for the winter. About the 10th 
tof October Captain Hall made a sledge journey to the north, accompauied 
by MY. Chester and the two Esquirnsux, Joe aud H:ius. While he was 
gonc, me were engaged in  making ourselves comfortable in our win- 
ter-quarters. He returned itbout the 24th of October. I saw him 
when lie came back at the gangway. I shook hands with him, mid 
he WiXlted to know how me did. I told hiin pretty mell.” I told him 

were banking up the ship. He said he was glad to hear it, and 
iled, :tncl went in. He saicl he was pretty tolerably well, as  far as I 
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coulcl uuderstaud. There was not much said, but froin liis looks I 
thought he was quite well. After that i t  was but a little \vliile befoie I 
heard he was sick. What was clone I do not know exactly, but I heard, 
after a while, that he w:ls getting worse, and that he kept getting worse. 
Some little of the time, I believe, h e  \vas better. In a Sew clays be died. 
Shortly before he died I looked up  in the scuttle, and I saw that he was 
walking up and down, and I thought from that that he m s  gettiiig 
along nicely j but the first thing that I heard \vas that he was dead. I 
mas not in tbe cabin with him during his sickuess more tl-inxi once; he 
mas sittiiig up 1u his chair then. I had a ininate’s conversatiori with 
hiin. I do not remember particularly what he said. I did not go iuto 

, the cabin again, and therefore did not see him until he died. Oaptain 
Tyson, Mr. Morton, and I laid him out after he mas dead. We buried 
him on the 11th. 1 did not take any particnlar notice, nucl did llot hear 
much about it,. I lime no reason to suppose that he died anything else 
thau a natural death. Captain Buddington meut into command after 
his death. After that time we made ourselves as comfortable as possi. 
ble. We did not do much of anjthing. Qnce in n while soiiie of the 
party niade it sled journey. The iiext spring an expedition was made in 
boats. The scientific operations wenit on during the winter, as far as I 
understood. 

Shortly after Captain E~nll’s death, in a gale, the ship broke out from 
her anchorage and we drifted ageiust an iceberg. She was made fast 
there, and rested on the spiw of this iceberg all winter, rising and €alliug 
with the tide. She would right up a little with the high tide, and as 
that fell she would fall over, resting with her stem on the spur of this 
iceberg. She strained herself a great deal duriug the winter, m i l  in the 
spriiig, \vheii \ye got clear of the ice, we foulid ber iu ii very leaky coil- 
ditiou. We found the water coming into her v e ~ x  rapidly. We got 

We managed to do tliis by 1i;intls changiug 
OE, One gaug mould take hold a n d  work a t  oiie time, aud then another. 
We did not at first p11mp by steam. After it while we Sound die \vas 
maliiug pretty free, and we used the steam-pump. 

We had to wait until the men came back froin the boat expedition, arid 
then me worked the puinps by hand, and dixcotitiuuesl t h e  i r o r l W  by 
steam. We had been usiug the small boiler, bnt \vorliecl the big puups 
by hand, thus s;wing our fuel. After the boiits were gonewu tried tlmx3 
times to get to where they were, but were not :Lble to get past c~3130 
Luptoii, though W C ~  got abreast of i t  each time. We 11t~tI to go h c k  
each t ime iuto our old quarters, and fiiially staid there until we started 
to come home on the 12th day of Augnst. We made our way South 
~ 1 0 ~ 1 ~ 7  through the ice, there being slack ice a11 around US, and fiually 
got stopped in the pack again in the middle of the channol. After we 
got; beset first iu going south me got free again, and got out into tho 
chanuel, a ~ ~ d  then got iuto another pa&, and there m e  got filst. We 
tied up to an old floe which was very large and solid, abont two or three 
iniles ]oiig. We drifted to the southward :In(I past Cape Alexauderiuto 
~ ~ b f f i n j ~  Bay, and were thus 8itu;ited until about the .middle of October. 
 hell tllere came that heavy blow sild gel@ and snow-drift, : L U ~  m e  were 
separated from the floe. The ship got a pretty severe nip, and that 
caused her to bresllr loose froru the ice. Wo were t h u s  separated from 
our coin~~anioiis on the ice \ihi]e we were in  the act of taliiiig off the 
provisious and materials whi(:h were on deck, ready to be p u t  on tho 
floe iu ease of’ emergency. I W I ~ S  bdow wlien the tliiug happeued. I 
mas assisting about, and Once in a \vhile I motlld run and help heave 
over sonit3 things until we found that the water was. illcreasing very 

I puinps to working then. 
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rapidly upon us;  then I went to the hand-pumps and commenced assist- 
ing there until we got steam into the little boiler again. The water 
cauie in so rapidly that it was all we could do with all hands working, 
to  Beep the mater from the fires. After we separated m e  had to keep 
pumping very hard until we got steam up, and then we began to pump 
by steam. The next morning we saw where we were j a t  least we made 
out after a while that we mere up by Littleton’s and McGary’s Islands, 
within a couple of miles of the shore. The ice was a little slack. 
We had steam then in the little boiler, but we had to get up a 
pretty good pressure, and then set the engine to work. We mould 
run the steam all o$ and then we would have to stop and get up 
steam again. We would get fifteen or twenty pounds ; then we would 
put i t  on; and by that iiieaus we mu the vessel on to the rocks; ran 
her iigrouiid, and got all the things out and such provisions and coal 
as we had on board. The loose ice by the sideoi us froze together after 
a few days. We then took the provisions ashore, and had a house built 
there from the wood we got out of the vessel, bulk-heads, and such other 
parts. We covered the house with canvas and spent thewinter a t  that 
place. The next morning after we got adrift from the ice, Mr. Chester 
went up into the (‘ crow’s nest n to  see if he could see anything of our 
other party, but he could sce nothing of them. He had an idea that he 
Raw them at one time. H e  thought he saw somethiiig that looked like 
bags of coal, but afterward he concluiled that he was mistaken-that it 
mas nothing but black ice. We wintered there as well as we could. The 
Esquiinaux came to see us, and were friendly disposed, and helped us all 
they could. In  the spring we made boats. Mr. Chester, the carpenter, 
and all hands set to work doing so. I did what I could during the time. 
On the 3d of June we left our winter-quarters and went south ; and 
when the ice prevented us from going, we hauled up till it opened for 
us. So we worked our way dowu below Cape Yorlr, when the Ravens- 
Craig hove in sight. After awhile me went on board of her, and crossed 
over the bay with her to Lancltster Sound, andmre  with her there 
while she was whaling during the summer-time, till she left in Septem- 
ber, uiitil the whaler Arctic came along, p.retty nearly full, ready to go 
home, and we were transferred to her to sail for Dundeo. I do not know 
the  &ate of our arrival at Dundee. We afterward came on to Liverpool, 
and tlieuce sailed for the United States in t h e  City of Autwerp, and 
arrived in New York, a t  the Brooklyn navy-yard. I kept no journal. 
My duty was below, in assisting a t  the engiue. Of course I dicl not see 
as much of what happened as those on deck. I did not have the same 
opportunity. I have given a general statement of what occurred. 

During Oaptain Hall’s life-time the discipline of the ship mas veryv 
good. Afterward it was not so gootl. Uaptain Buddington would get 
pretty well (‘set up” once in a while. I cannot say that he was drunk, 
but he would go around likc---Captain Buddington was a pretty 
easy sort of a man, and rather familiar with the men, and that made 
discipliue rather loose. I nover heard anybody say that they were 
relieved by Captain Hall’s death. 

I do not th ink  I saw any chance to get farther north in the ship than 
we dicl get at any time. The ship was severely injured when she broke 
from the ice, the time when we separated from our comrsdee. She was 
making a good deal of water a t  the time, It was as much as we could do 
to get intoshore N t Life-Boat Cove. I did not seemuch difference between 
the temperature of‘ the second winter and the first. There was a little 
more snow farther south. I do not know whether Captain Hall kept 
Uyjournals or records, and, of course, I do not know what became of, 
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them. We hac1 a very good crew. Everything went on peaceably. 
There were no outbreaks of any Bind that amounted to anything. I 
do not think t’hat, the Polaris was exactly of’ tlie right build for a ship to 
go north; but she was very strong. The machinery was very com- 
pact, but a litt’le unhandy ; but me got along with it, however, very well 
indeed. It was in good condition. I do not know of auy disagreement 
between anybody and Captain Hall. I bare  h e e d  there was, but I do 
not know anything about it. Captain Hall mas a very kind man. He 
was quick once in a while, but he was a man very easy to get along with. 

Exanziiaation. of Nathaniel J, Cofin. 

WASHINGTON, October 21, 1873. 
I am a native of Portsmouth, N. H. 1 learned housc-carpentering 

and joiners’ trade in Portsmouth, N. H. I worked a t  ship-carpentering 
on the Pacific coast some, and in Portsmouth, N. H., navy-prd, and 
in Washington navy-yard. I shipped on board the Polaris here, a t  
lVashington, and sailed with her froin Washington as far as New Pork, 
where I was taken sick. I afterwarcl sent for\vnrd by the Con- 
gress, and rejoined the Polaris a t  Disco. I sailed with her from Disco 
to the north. Notliing of importance happened other than Cnptniu 
Davenport coming on board the Polaris and reading t h e  object of the 
voyage, kc. There was sonie littlv misunderstanding betweeri Captain 
Ha11 and Dr. Bessels, 1 think. Captain Hall stated that he had been in- 
sulted by Dr. Bessels. He stated that, in the cabin before all of us. l t  
was a t  the  time that he read off the duties of every rnan. I could not 
say exactly where that was, but I think it w;ts just before siding from 
Disco. Afterward we proceeded on to Uppernavik, and  then went to 
Tessiusak to get sowe seal-skins and dog-skills a t  t,hosc places, and se- 
cured one of the guides-Hans and his family. Proill Tessiuswlr I 
think it was we went on north. The first place we c:iinC rcry war ,  I think, 
mas near Cape Yorlr and the couical rocks. Froin there we bore ovw 
to the western shore aiid went np by Capo Frazer. There was a boat 
put off there, I think, in an effort to find winter-qnarters, as I understood 
it. After that me got beset in the ice and drifted farther south, $0 Uap- 
tain Hall read o b  in  tlie cnbin. He reed off eitbcr before or after Sab- 
bath service that we were in letitude tX0 2 ~ 1  north, and thonght had 
drifted into 830, but was not certain. That was after we got into 1’0 
1:iris Bay that he read this off. We h:id drifted aiid conie down very 
near Polaris Bay, and the ice opened. After we left Cepe flmzer n’e 
p s s e d  up through Kennedy Channel, passed (:ape CoustitutJiou on the 
one side, and passed up through what mas formerly ICane’s Open Sea, 
now called Polaris Bay or Hall’s Basill. ’&’e passed Lady Pranlrlin’s 
Bay O!I the \WSt into a channel with land on both sides up to B latitude 
which Captain Hall called S20 2G1. There we got beset in the ice, and 
aftor soma time drifted back to the strait. we drifted sometimes back. 
ward and forward with the tides. I heard Captain Ea11 state ou board 
the Polaris that he thonght it was possible that we might ~ : L V C  drifted 
to the north into latitude S30, bllt he was not certain. While we more 
beset., we  put out a great deal of our provisions on the ice, for fear that 
we would have to abandon the ship. 

When the pack begen to loosen, we loaded the vessel, pnt tho 
things on board again, and when the ice mas oi)en I. believc thew was 
an attempt made to go farther north. We found this Polaris Bay, 
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and then made one attempt to get farther north, but me failecl, I remem- 
ber Captain Buddington saying to Dr. Bessels that we were about 
two iiiclies farther uorth, he thought. That was when we got back 
again into Polwis Bar. We anchored there, :1,1id sent thiugs ashore i u  
a bo;it preparatory to quartering tliere for the winter. Shortly after- 
ward the ice m:itle ;iround us, and we banked u p  the vessel. At the 
tiine of Captain HalPs death we were biiriking u p  the vessel for winter- 
quarters. The awriiiig mas put on, and the banking was nearly com- 
pleteil when Captaiii Hall died.' After we got into wiuter-quarters, and 
bei'ore the baubiiig was coinpleted, Captain Hall made a sledge jour- 
rieg towerd Newmads Bay by the land. He started out to what I 
thought was the east, bu t  h e  did not appear to be positive of i t  
froin the way he wanted the observatory set. He said he wanted it 
in just such a position, :tnd then told me that he thought he would 
ha17e to alter it, as he did not know exactly the roiuts of the com- 
pass a t  that time; that he mould have to test it before I opened 
some lights on the top for Mr. Bryan's transit-stand. He made the 
journey, and was gorie R week. When he came back I had orders to 
make some wheels. I made three of them, and then I was ordered to 
diseontiiiue them a t  the t ime  of his death. The reason why 1 was 
ordered to make the wheels, was because Captain Hall eucountered a 
great deal of bare ground, and lie wanted to go over that when he could 
not use the slerls on :tccount of there beiug no snow. He was calcu- 
lating upon another journey right off, as soon a s  he recovered, before 
the season set in.  I caiiuot tell the (lag he started ; m y  log will tell, I 
think. IIe was gone soinetl~iug ovcr a week, I believe. I 8aw him 
when he came back, and shook liands with him, and he appeared to be 
perfectly well. I saw Iiirn at the cabiu door; 1 called to see him. I 
messed in the passage-way, and had my room forward. I never saw 
him after the first time, after his being taken sick, but twice. When he 
was very sick, I made an excuse to go into the cabin to see him ; I had 
a piece of furniture to fix; I took t h a t  in, to see him then, and once 
after that  Mr. Morton asked me to come in arid open a keg of tamarinds. 
When I took that chair in to fix it, I had a little conversation with him; 
I asked him how he did, and he said that he thought lie waR getting 
along better j I had no other conversation with him ; Mr. Chester was 
there with hiru at.the time; there was nobody with him but Mr. Ches- 
ter. The second t ime  I saw him, was when 1 went in to o p n  tlie box 
of tamarinds; I had not much conversation with him a t  that time j I 
only asked him how he did j he stated that he believed he mas getting 
better; he was the11 in his easy chair, with R counterpane aud cover 
wrapped around him, sitting up j both times he was sitting up ; I never 
saw liim again till after his death ; I heard from him every dag at, the 
table. The steward aurl the cook both slept in the cabin, in the same 
place that he did ; their births were opposite. I would hear statements 
about his health every day ; I would ask if it would do him any harm if I 
were to call in; they Said that they t'hought it was advisable not todisturb 
him. I aslced Dans what he thought of his sicliuess, and Hans said that 
he travelled hard on the journey, and while they were building houses he 
did riot do any work in the cold, and that did not do him any good. I 
s a w  hiin after he (lied ; 1 saw Mr. Morton washing him before he was 
laid oiit, and then I made a cofiu for him. Hays was the one who tolci 
me that the captain was dead. It was early in the morning when I was 
ordered to  make his coffin j I made the coffin as quickly as I conveni- 
ently could, and he was afterwards put into it and buried 011 the shore. 

Af€er be died Oaptsin Buddington took command. He stated that 

* 
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he should go south ; that he should return home. He stated 
that his orders mere to return home as soou as convenient in case 
of a11 accident of' that kind. I heard Maoch talking with H;zys. He 
was something of au apothecary arid chemist. He had studied chemist. 
ry, and 1 heard hiin and Hags in a discussion in the forecastle. He was 
telliug Hays that the :tlcohol that they burned out on the trip had tar- 
tar-emetic in it, and that the fuuies of' it  acted as poison when burued. 
He said he thought that that hurt Captaiii Hall, I do not lrnom, horn- 
ever, cvhether there was anything in that or not. Hearing him speak 
of that, I asked him 1)articularly then what he mas talking about, and 
be told me the S a m  thing. ne told me he thought it had a great deal 
of effect on Captain Iiall's health. We staid there during the winter. 
Nothing ~i;rrticularly was done, except carrying on the scientific obser- 
vations and makiug ourselves comforti~,ble. I was engaged in making 
sleds and mending Ihrnitnre and working on the observatories, &c., 
always having mougb to do to keep me in exercise. 

Nothing special, however, was done during the minter. The scien- 
tific department carried on their operations regularly. Nr. Mejers and 
the doctor were very energetic, I believe, in taking their observstions 
regularly ; though I heard them laugh at  the doctor about his getting 
lost in going over. They had a telegraphic wire afterwards run from 
the observatory to the ship. I do not kuow how lie got lost. Some 
statto that he was under tho inflnoiice of liquor ; but I catinot say that 
he was. I inerely heard that j aud I do not know as it is proper in me 
to mention i t  ; for I must say that, I never saw auybody that I know of 
nnder the influence of liquor, with the exception when they had nothing 
in the world to do, and those were very active energetic men. One of 
them was Mr. Chester. I do not think that liquor ever prevented him 
lrom doing his duty. I never saw auybody on board the ship so drank 
that they could not do their duty. I never saw auybody under the 
influonce of liquor when ari~thing was to be done, that I know of. 
There might have been and 1 not have known it. When the spring 
opened, when the sun first arose, my first busines~ mas to go out and take 
a survey of the ressel and the way she lay. I found she lay very much 
cramped up. Her bows were on the tongue, on the berg. But what 
made t h t  mas a disaster that happened in the first minter; that is, she 
broke out in the winter. It was a terrible gale, and we were banked 
around a t  the time. The awning was clown, and the first me knew the 
vessel was in motion. We had had ten or fifteen feet of s n o ~  banked 
around her, up to the rail, and the awnings over her. The first tiling 
we knew, the vessel was in motion, aud the bank disappeared from 
around it. There was no possible chance to find out what Position we 
laid in, wheru we were going, or anything of the kind. There was 
no light ; me only felt me were in  motion and under cover, just like 
as if' r e  were confined below, under the hatches, until Captain Budding. 
toll ordered 1118 to  cut up some .junk and put kerosene on it and innlro 
some torches, which I did. After I got the torches made, :~nd 1ig.lited 
them, and opened the port-hole, and stuck the torches out to giro hght, 
we could Bee the iceberg within grappling distance. Billy Lilldeman 
volunteered, to go on the berg. He was the man mho acted as n1y mate 
part of the time. He rolunteerud to go out and malie fast tlie lines. 
He cut his foot-holds with the hatchet, and made fast gr:q)pliug ice- 
an'chors to tlie berg; and in the morning, or a t  least as soo11 as the 
storm had cleared mpy, and we Xot the light of the snow, me saw 
around u s  and ascertained the position we Were in. It mas right on the 
tongue of the berg. We secured the ship there. We could have 110 
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idea of our position until the spring opened. It was fortunate that we 
got where we did. 

When the spring opened we found that the Polaris laid on her bow 
on a tongue of the berg, and the may she was constructed her rudder- 
post and stern-post were connected by an extension of the keel, forming 
a large space for the fan to play in. That was completely locked in with 
the ice. The shore ice was frozen in on that, and then the berg and 
pack from the outside forced it up against her, and was lifting her, and 
the shore ice was holding her down. The berg on the outside pack was 
forced in against her and there was ice set on the port side right on the 
port gangway, and that mado her positiou very much cramped. As 
quick as it came light enough to see to do anything we had all hands 
turned to aud cut a channel around under her counter, and on the star. 
board side to free her from the pack and from the berg. Still t h e  shore 
ice that she was frozen into held her in the square where the propeller 
fan worked between the rudder-post and the stern-post. The condition 
of the ship was such that she brokc ou the line of the bottom ofthe 
keelson. She broke right through the planking so that i t  was from an 
inch and a half to two inches forward extending about eight feet, while 
there was nothiug broken on the starboard side. When the tide 1va5 

We 
finallg got her released. When we started with her she leaked I think 
three hundred strokes to the hour. That would have beexi nothing pro- 
vided me had had fuel enough. There was no impediment to our going. 
We could free the vessel with our hand pumps, but after that when we 
started south, when Mr. Chester and Captain Tyson's party came in 
iroui the boat journej7 I had to fix up their boats betore they started 
after they cauie in. We had macle this trial trip up to see if  w0 could 
not meet them up above. We had not succeeded in doing that aud sent 
for them. We returned to Polaris Bay and took them in. Then wo 
proeocded south about the last of July somewhero I think, or tho first 
O S  August. Vihen we startedsouth we went, I think, three or four days 
somdimes in open water. Tlien we struck into leads and went a consid- 
erable time in amoug the ice, making a good deal of progress. A t  last 
we got beset and made fast to the floe, 110 lead being open we laid there 
for a long time. This last time wo were beset very se17erel~-. There mas 
a, very strong gale. When we got beset me commenced unloading. I 
was between the decks at the time. I kuew it was pretty severe and 
believe that the Polaris received very serious damage a t  that time. I 
thiuk ;I piece of her keel was torn off forward. I think this was doiie by 
the ice passing under her. She lost a part of her gripe. I do not think 
slie lost any of her stern. There might have been a piece of' the keel 
torn off below the gripe. The piece from the keel to the stem is what 
we call the gripe. 1 do not think there was a piece of tlie stem torn 
out below the six-foot mark. There mas not to my knowledge, a t  all 
events, and I made several surveys of the vessel. I think in the first 
break out that there was a defect in her bottom somewhere. I think 
when they let go 0110 of the anchors i t  must hare struck the ice and she 
struck the anchor. If that was so it was on the port side. When we 
were beset wecornmenced throwing out everything. A t  first I was down 
below, and I got up on deck as soon as possible arid went to ~7ork XJklS8- 
ing out the things to the men on the ice. Nr. Clpstcr was receiving 
from Hayes and me and a sailor by the name of Gustavus. He was  a 
Swede, I think. The greater part of everything mas put overboard. 
They got all my clot,hing over, aud I hadnothing and depended on some 
OW. clothing that I foulid I hac1 used up on the voyage. 

' out me got a chance to work on it a little, before w0 sawed out. 
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When the last boat was lowered to souie of tho men who were on a 

floe, the vessel separated from the floe. When the vessel separated I 
had to be at the pumps because they had uot gotten the fire up. we 
mere very frugal of the coal and material for fire. We had been work- 
ing the hand-pumps, but we found that she leaked a great deal more 
water than before, and we were very qnick in getting the fires up. She 
laid nearly on her beam-ends when the ice slacked away from her. I 
suppose i t  was owing to the change of the floe piece and tide. After 
we did get up fire i t  was iinpossible in my miiid to steam against the 
wind and tide, or attempt to reach the floe and the inen on the floe. 
We drifted until mOI'ning. In the morning we looked for the men mho 
were left on the ice, but could not see them. I had an idea, whether it 
was only imagination or not I do not know, but I thought 1 saw a large 
number of' men on the piece of ice that was nearly like ZP berg, and a 
number sufficiently great to indicate that it was our party. I saw 210 
provisions or angthiug else. They mere near euough for uie to talre 
the whole outline of them. It was 1ate.at night when we got in at 
anchor. They wore on a piece of ice that was floating. I t  was moving 
with the current very rapidly. In  the morning when day broke all hands 
made what little sail mo could. The first thiiig me did was to get up 
fire. When I thought I saw these men on a piece of ice mas in  the even- 
ing just  before dark. During the d a ~  we had looked after our comrades, 
but did not see tham. This piece of' ice that I saw them on seemed to bo 
going in from Rensselaer Harbor to Littleton Island, in that stream that 
opened there a strong current. I do not know whether mybody else 
s i m  them or not. I mentioned seeing them to different parties, but 
they did not believe me. I n  fact I did not want to believe it myself. 
I thought it was imagiuation from the way it apt'earcvl. This mas way 
up a t  Littleton Island. I have no reason to belic5ve i t  \vas SO, because 
me were lying then at Lifeboat Core, a i d  if i t  was tliern they must  
have beeu north of Littletou Island when we got in. They were some 
three or four miles I think north of where we Were theu a t  Lifeboat 
Cove, drifting as I thougl1.t when I saw them. If i t  had becu them and 
they had no boats, they were in a very bad fix, a ~ i d  we had no boats at 
all-nothing but the vessel aud the fuel all on shore, and me would 
have had no chance to got a t  them. It was just before dark of tl1e 
same night when we werit to a,iichor wheu I saw them. I reported this 
fact to  Mr. Chester, I think. I do uot think I spolw to auy one else. 
I thought myself that i t  was more likely to be a iuirage than a reality. 
It was from the deck that I saw them as I supposed. Tho piece of ice 
on which 1 supposed I saw tlhem was not the kind of piece where we 
left them on. The pieco \re left them on was some miles in extent, with 
a house on it, aiid this very piece mas a small berg not iiiore than llalf 
an acre in extent, some 15 01' 20 feet out of the water. 

XTe had very hard work to steam into where we mere,.and when we 
got in we found oarselves aground. We built a house at Lifeboat Cove 
of the spars and bulk-heade of the ship, and we lived there during the 
winter. Our fuel lasted about half the winter in a slutdl office-store in 
the maill holxse and the galley stove. After the fuel gone', \ve got 
fuel froin the ship. I inade a surrey of' the ship when they bcgaii to 
got fuel off of her, and hsndecl in a report of lior couditiou to Captain 
Buddingtou. 1 could not tell milat her conditioii i ~ n s  without the ice 
being cut out of her. She was filled with water, and frozen solid ap. 
parently. We comiuericed to  build the boats .just the first stili that  
Ca,me. T?Ve were only B few days in building the bouts. We built three, 
arid a sun11 one we left with the Esquimanx. We  starbed in the boats 



580 REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE KAVY. 

that were constructed by Mr. Chester and the carpenter to go south 
somewhere about the 1st of June. After some twenty days'journey 
south, we were picked up by the Iiavenscraig; we went to Lancaster 
Sound. ' We went from her on board the Arctic, and came to Dundee. 
Three of the party were put on board the Intrepid. As to the cold 
in Polaris Bay and down in Lifeboat Cove, we weile not so late in the 
season, down at Lifeboat Cove, as we were a t  Polaris Bay. I went in 
bathing a t  Polaris Bay, and did not feel uncomfortable until about an 
hour afterward. Theca was a storm that came up, and after that i t  
became quite chilly beforc I got on board again. But while I was in 
bathing, I did not feel very uncomfortable. I cannot be more particu- 
lar in my account, unless I had my old logbook here, which I left a t  
Lifeboat Cove. I suppose the log-book that the Tigress found when 
she went there is mine. That gives the days, dates, and particulars. 
Sometimes on this expedition I W:IS a little out of my mind. Oue time 
I will mention, was a short time while in Polaris Bay. 

Examination. of Noah Hays. 

I am about twenty-five years of age. I was born in 1844, in Henry 
County, Indiana. Before this, I had been a farmer. That is, I never 
had any profession. I joined the Polaris expedition, in Washington 
Uity. as an ordinary seaman. I rated as seaman, but was coal-passer in 
the fire-room duririg the voyage. I sailed from Washington with her, 
and, afterwards, from New York to New Loudon; from thence to St. 
tJohu7s; from tlieuce to Piskernaes ; from there to Holsteinberg; from 
thence to Disco ; from thence to Upernavik: and thsuce to Tessiusak, 
and thence North. 

Nothing of importance happened after we left St. John's, before we 
started north from Tessiusak. After we started to the north from Tes- 
siusak, about the 15th of August, as near as I can remember, I mas be- 
low a good deal, aud did not know as much of what was going on as 
those did mho mere OD deck. I presume no one knew less than I did. 
I had no chance to observe auything. Sex-en hours I was on duty to 
five off, while the ressel was under steam. The vessel was working 
along successfiilly up to the time she was beset, I believe, on the 29th 
of August. I did not go on deck at all to do any duty. I went €rom 
the fire-room to my meals ancl back. I had only two watches. It was 
determiiied that the vessel a t  t81ie highest point that, was reached 
was in latitfude S2O 16'. This was when she mas beset. She mas thouglzt 
to be higher a t  the time. I went on deck when she got beset and helped 
to land provisioiis ou the floe. I S ~ W  lend on both Bides. There was 
nothing to be seen bu t  ice in frout and laud on both sides. Ice was all 
around us. There was a brolien pack on one side and a floe on the other. 
The brokeri pack u'as the floating ice aud the other side was a solid floe. 
We made fast to the floe, aud when tho pressure of the ice was somewhat 
relievetl, me took the provisions 011 board again, but did not succeed in 
getting tllc vessel any fsrthor nortb. After drifting back perhaps two 
days, we ran iuto the  harbor. We remained there iintil the 12th of Au- 
gust, 1872. We went iuto a bend in the coast there-a little cove be- 
hind a grounded iceberg, whicli Oaptaiu Hall called Thank God Harbor. 
Captaiii 1ital1 went ashore, aud formally took poshessiou of his discovery 
there. We comrncuced landing provisions after we put the flag up. We 
anchored the ship, and began to make suug for tho winter. Wu put up an 
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observatory on the shore as quickly as we could. We banked the ship as 
quickly as we had snow, and as soou as the ice would bear us up, : L U ~  
Iioused i t  over. It was nearly a mouth, I caniiot remember the dates, 
b(4ore IVO had ice thitt we could walk ashore on. Captain Hall made ;I 
trip to the North on a sledgejourney. He started with a sled for the 
p rpose  of selectiug a route to see if he could lualie an orerlaucl trip in 
the spring. He iutended merely to  prospect, as I untlerstood him. ~ r .  
Chs te r  aud the driver, Joe, accompwuied him, I believe. I do not think 
Hails went with him when he first started. After they had gone a little 
distauce thex came back for another sled, and then I thiuk Hans went 
along also. I believe they were gone two weeks. I do not reinember 
auythiug very distinctly. I kept a sort of a journal, aud all these tliings 
will be Sound written down there. During those two rreeks nothiiig hap. 
pened that I now recollect of any note. We were engaged in  banking up 
the ship with suow. I saw Captain Hall when he calm back, and niet him 
a t  the observatory as he was retnrniug. I asked him :Lbout his health, 
aud I had i t  in  my mind up to  a little while ago that he mid he had 
been unwell two or three days; hut I found on iuquiry among tho rest 
of' the crew that lie told them no such thing, and therefore 1 must lie 
inistaken about that. He looked very much exhausted to me. I walked 
back to the ship with him. Be went around m d  spoke to those at 
work there, and shook hands with them, and weut ou board, ;~ucl soou 
afterward I heard that he hail laid down, coimplainitig. After that I 
never saw him but two or three times until after his death. It was after 
we wenr; into the cabin that I heard he was sick, but I rccollect that he 
told me that he was unwell. He so appeared to me when I looked at 
him. I ~ a w  him afterward while he mas sick two or three times. Only 
one time I remember of going into the cabiti 011 purpose to spe hiui ,  but 
lie mas in bed, and did not appear to \Taut, to talk much. He asked me 
how I was getting along, and when I told him he said he was glad to 
see me. I do not recollect what passed between us exactly. That was 
two or three days after he was first taken sick. ne got home about 12 

~ o'clock. We had our dinner a t  3 o'&ck. I do not know avything 
about his drinking a cup of coffee, only what 1 ha\+e heard lately. There 
was coffee on the galley. Wc always drank coffee for dinner, and we 
all took coffee shortly after he arrived. It 
was a little before our diiiiier time, as well as I can reiiimber, that we 
had somethiug prepared aft to eat, when we were also called in. This 
was the coffee on the galley. I did not feel any bad effects from it, 
and I did not hear of anybddy else that did. Once I weut in to seo 
him, and on two or three other occasions I saw him in bed. 1 do not 
reineuiber of speaking to him ouly on one occasion. I just saw him 
lying there: the same as if he mas iu i~ kind of stupor like. I saw him 
the day before hs died j he was lying still and brentliiug heavily iu his 
bunk. After he died-he was buried ou tho 11th-I atteucled the 
fu11era1, and all hands mere there. Services were read by Mr. Bryan. 

one after his death took comruaud foruial]$. I saw Oaptain Bud- 
dington ou deck two or three times af'terwarll. He S p O h  to us in his 
usual amiable aud good-nat'ured style, askiug us how we were getting 
~ I O J I ~ ,  &e. We were all engaged on deck at tho time, sweepiiig aiid 
cleaniiig up a little, and feeding the dogs. He was always considered 
as commauder after that. During the winter we had really nothing to 
do, only to stay about the ship and t d k ,  eud take exercise, and feed the 
dogs. The scientific observations RTeut on during the winter regularly. 
I n  March, I believe, Dr. Eesselsand Mr.  Bryan went southward on :L sledge 
journey. On the 1st of Aiiril Mr. Chester, with necessary help, cou- 

I think it wits at diuner. 



582 REPORT OF THE SECRETARY Ob’ THE NAVY. 

menced getting ready for a boat journey to the north, as soon as the ice 
should break atway and admit of his starting. During this time there were 
hwting parties out among the men. I did not go on the boat expedition. 
Two boats weut off on the expedition to the northward. One ~7as com- 
manded by Mr. Chester, and the other by Captain Tyson. Mr. Chester 
lost his boat the first day, but lie soon returned and got another. They 
were absent from the ship about six weelis, 1 think. After they had 
been gone about a month we heard from them, and me tried to get up 
to where they were. Two men came from illr. Chester’s boat-crew, and 
told us where they mere lying, what their prospects-were, and what they 
wanted. They wanted some more p_rovisions. When ’the two men came 
on board from Mr. Chester’s party we made another effort to get up there 
with the ship, the Polaris, b u t  were intercepted by the ice extending 
from shore to shore, aut1 we could do nothing but to go a short distance 
above our place of anchorage. We put the men ashore with a small 
hand-sled, and two bags of bread and some sugar, and s ~ c h  things as 
that, that they coulcl transport over mountains. 

The point we reached the first time, with the ship, was the greatest 
northing that anybody ever made ; that was about the last of August, 
1871. We could not see any farther north a t  any time, because it mas 
thick aud foggy j if i t  had been clear we could only have seen from the 
deck about fifteen miles, or perhaps less; we could hare seen nothing 
but tlie horizon, sky, or clouds. I never saw any chance to get auy 
farther north than we did get; I clou’t supposo there was any chance, 
except with sledges, and certainly not a very good chance for sledge 
journeys j there was no Iand-floe to travel on. 

About tho 29th of Norember, I believe, during a heavy gale froui the 
northeast, the ice broke away from us RS far in-shore as where the ship 
was anchored. We conimericed drifting away, and fortunately we 
brought her up agaiust Providence Iceberg. When tfhe gale abated, a 
day or two after that, where this open mater had been left between us 
and shore, thin ice had frozen over it j we sawed out a place for the 
ship iu that ice, and thew her off from the berg two or three Bthoim,  
as near as I cau remember, and also drew her ahead about twice her 
length, or a little lcss, lenving the anchor on the bottom, where i t  was 
dropped just before bringing against the berg. In a &ort time after 
that, there mas another violent gale from the southeast j it  as quite 
dark at the time, so we could not see much, but I am pretty positive as 
to horn slic happened to be nipped or jammed there. The heavy pack 
coming in against the berg crowded it farther in against the land, and it 
came upon the vessel; there was it spur of the iceberg that extended 
out under tho water and it caught on her keel and raised her up. She 
broke down solne of this thin ice, which was not more than 15 inches 
thick, yerhaps-she broke that down two or three fathonis ; when the 
berg stopped moving, she still lay on the spur of it, and was there all 
winter rising and € d i n g  with the tide j that mould wrench her. Her 
stem was not displaced at that time, but was cracked; two or three 
boards were broken diaganally. The seam of the iron plates with which 
her prow was shcathed did not run parallel with the boards, and the 
boards just split diatgonaW, and opened a crack nearly an inch wide. 

We worlred three or four clays and sawed the vessel out, and as quick 
as me got loose we made an attempt to  steam up north, hopiug to over- 
take the boats; findiug we could not do that, we went back and waited 
till they came aboard. After they Came aboard, me finally got out about 
the 12th August and began to move south. W e  got along very well for 
a few hours. When in the vicinity of Franklin Island, in latitude 
80° 30’ or 800 40/, we encoiiutered the ice and w0re beset thore. 
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The next day it slacked up a little, and we got a few miles farther down, 

and were again beset, and we tied up to a floe. We remained to that 
floe, drifting slowly down until the 15th October. We had built a can- 
vas house on the floe, and put some provisions, a stove, aid galley on it. 
On the night of the 15th of October the pack-ice on one side was drift- 
iug. The floe appeared to be turning round, which made it seem to us 
as if the mind was shifting. When it turned around so the wind turned 
toward the floe, it  caught the pack on the other side, drove i t  away, and 
left open water there on one side of' the ship. The floe kept turning, 
and in a short time It  had turned around so that the wind was  coming 
again Over this water, and soon the pack-ice came dowu on her and 
nipped the ship severely, threatening to destroy her; but she raised out 
of the water and was keeled over toward the floe. We then commenced 
putting everything out on the icc. It was dark and suowing very hard, 
and blowirig a gale then. I t  was about 9 or 10 o'clock in the evening 
when she was first nipped. So far as the most of us understood, we 
thought we should all haw to abandon her. About midnight we got on 
the ice all we could use during that winter; the deck mas cleared. We 
always lrept an abundance on deck, in case of accident. After the work 
somewhat slackened, Captain Buddiugton gave orders to  get everytbing 
back from the edge of the floe as quick as possible. We that had been 
working on deck were then going over the side to help, but the floe had 
beeu turning by the force of' the wind, so that it left open water on the 
other side of the ship j and then the edge of the floe had been crushed 
by the ship coming up arid falling domn,'and had left about 10 feet of 
ground.up ice between the ship and the floe to which she was tied, so 
that we could not get on the ice to assist those that were on it in  mov- 
ing tho thing6 back. While they were getting out another l ine and 
examining the ice-anchors, the ship suddeply broke away. I do not 
know whether one of the hawsers parted or not; I believe the forward 
one clid. One of her anchors broke out of its place j we hauled that iu 
with the stern line. We then drifted away, and I did not see anything 
more, as it was dark. The wind then 
began to abate. Thc ship mas leaking badly, and, I tFought, Faster than 
fit:i: had been. We went right to the pumps, made a hre under the small 
toiler, and got hot water, and thawed out the large pumps on declr, and 
hasteued tho raising of the steam. During that time tho little pump 
had beeu worked all the time for several days preceding, and as quick 
as we got tile &&-pump thawed out SO WO coU!d use it, we Boon cleared 
her of water. Before that, it threatened to extinguish the fire before we 
could get up steam, After that we pumped with thesmalldonkey- 
pump, and we went below and rested in our rooms. I t  was then getting 
'light again; it was three or four o'clock in the morning. The first thing 
in the morning we commenced to take down tho fore-sail to mako coal- 
bags, Imowing we would have to leave the ship. We could not use the 
pump on deck, as it was so cold, and we had neither force enough to 
use the pumps nor coal enough to make steam, So me Bxed to leave 
the ship the first opportunity, whether to  go on the ice pr on shore. We 
had not force enough to man the deck-pumps and have reliefs. 

When morning came I do not know that we looked for our comrades 
right away. I thought of them all the time, but our attention was 
drawn to the shore. We soon discovered that we were near Life 
Boat Cove-the captain and others knowing the position of Littleton 
Island, aud hope! to get the vessel on shore there. I remember that 
I was that morning. at the wheel, and there was a marine glam lying 
there. I took that, and scanned the horizon two or three times to the 

We drifted away vory quickly. 



584 REPORT O F  THE SECRETARY O F  THE NAVY. 

southward, to  Littleton Island, and to the shore until it. brought the 
other shore within the field of the glass, but I could see nothing of our 
comrades. Others looked also. Mr. Chester was at  the mast-head once 
or twice, I believe. but he mas on deck most of the time. No one mas 
at  the mast-head continually. Heury Hobby was a t  the mast-head 
later in  the day. He said he saw something on the ice, and came down 
and poiuted it out to me. It mas a great distance off. I could not tell 
wliether i t  mas a group of men, or mlint j I thought, though, that I saw 
something. But afterward the general opinion seemed to be that it 
was what they called black ice. There is no such thing in fact ; but 
pieces of ice being reared up, it leaves R cavity that, when a long dis- 
tance oE, seems black. It is really a hole in the ice. We thought it 
might be that. That object was toward the western coast-diagonally 
across the channel, to the southwest. We coulcl not have got to them, 
if what we saw had beenour comrades. I should think that was fifteen 
miles from us ; i t  was nearly as far as we could see anything from the 
deck-nearly to the horizon. 

We firiallg got into land. About 4 o’clock in the evening, I think, 
we coiuinenced to moor the vessel to the grounded hummocks ashore 
there. About twelve hours afterward, 4 07cIock in tlie morniug, we 
commenced to 1TorB her in. Postuuately i t  mas high tide when me got 011 
the beach, and we were enabled to run her up so high that she would 
not sink, but when the tide fell, about 10 or 11 o’clock in the evening, 
she laid over on her side and took the ground. She  mould right up each 
high water and fa11 again a t  lob mater. 

Next iuorning we conmcnced taking things ashore-timber, planks 
for a I I O U S ~ ,  provisions, &e. We got everythiiig from betweeii decks as 
quickly as possible, so tis to save all the coal we possibly could, arid took 
everything we could, and let her fall with the water. She was tied well 
to tlie hummocks, but gradually through the winter she mas crowded 
OE. Every tide the water woulcl conic up  betweeii the crevices in the 
ice, and t h e  ice would gradually wel l  i~ few inches. No amount of 
lines mould have held her, auil before spring the lines were all parted. 

Two or t i m e  (lap beforc me left in the boats she had been blown out 
of her place, and mas two  or three times her leugtli below, beating 011 
tho rocks, where I thought she woultl go to piekcs, unless mind :ml high 
tide mould liappeu to carry her out aiid sink her. 

Mr. Bryan 
macle a sledge journey fkoiu there to Eeussalaer IIarbor for the pnrpose 
of uialtiug some observatious for time, aucl :dso one to Port Foulke, be- 
low there where Ifayes had been. Dr. Bessels, I think, went to a glacier 
near to Port Foulkc?, knowu as My Crotlier John’s Glacier, I think. IIe 
also attempted to go north. All I I ~ I ~ O W  about that is what he told me. 
He said he wanted to go north as thr as  possible, and was going to get 
ic good team, drivers, and provisions, and get one of our men, Henry, to 
acco~npaiiy him. He said hc mould make a confidant of me in regard 
to the enterprise of going up north. I don’t tliiuk he ever got more 
than 15 or 20 miles €rom the vessel. He was gone about a day and a 
half. When he returned he told 11s he had crossed the channel and had 
hccn a little over a degree above the position of the house; but I don’t 
think i t  was possible by z\iny uietin8. He never notifiecl the captain of 
his iutention. He told C:rptaiu Bitddingtou he was going inland to 
cxamirie a glacier. He retimed arid said the ice was in such a coudi- 
tion that he could not m:ike the journey he proposed, and said he \vas 
forced to abandon the idea. Thut is the only sledgs journey I know of, 

At  this place me built a, house and spent the winter. 

xcwt those two by Mr, Bryan. 
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We commenced very early to make the boats, working a little along 

as the weather mould permit. I believe we commenced taking t h e  ceil- 
ing out of the cabin i n  March. Mr. Chester, Mr. Coffin, our carpenter, 
and one of tlle firemen, John Booth, worketl a t  i t  esclnsively. The rest 
of us  did uothing with the boat@, except get mood from the vessel ;tud 
ice for water. They were working at the boats a t  favorable hours from 
about the 1st of April to the time we started. 

We started to go South about the 1st of June with two boats. Cap 
tain Baddington ~ o ~ ~ ~ m t l e d  one and Mr. Cliester the other. We were 
in those boats working south about three weeks, and got to about fif- 
teen or twenty miles Southeast Of Cape Pork, where we discovered the 
whaler Racenscraig fast to the ice. We were taken on board of her in 
a few lionrs after we first sighted her. She got out froin the ice a,bout 
the 1st of July;  I do not reinember the date exactly. We went in licr 
across to Lmcaster Sound. Fifty or one liuiitlred miles up the souud 
we spoke the Arctic, from Duiidee, arid I aucl sonic others mere put, 
aboard of hur. Wheii the Arctic mas full and ready to sail for home, 
we endeavored to get the rest of the crew 011 board, ane1.spol-e the Itau- 
eiiscraig, and got those on board of her. We dso  signaled to the 111- 
trepid, but she appamntly did not see tlie signal. She was eight or tsii 
miles eastwafd, and soon she coinineliced steaming in mother direction. 
There was considerable ice between thc? Arctic and the Intrepid, :urd wc 
could not get to her convenieiitly. Three of our comrades were left on 
board the l l l t l~epid-~r.  Bryan, Mr. &JOtll, ant1 Joseph Nsnch. Wa 
arrived at Dundee, and fin all^- came home in the City of Antmerp. 

The discipline 011 board t l i ~  Pol;~ris mas very gooti while Captain ITsll 
lived. After he  died I never noticeri auythiug like disabedience, not in 
the slightest degree. I never heard any complaint niade or any ol\jec- 
tions o8ered to the coinrn:bildcr by any one when ordered to do anything. 
Still, I think-if you wish lrie to gire any such thing BS an  opiniou- 
I tliiuk it mas lax. I think t h e  men did what t h y  mere ordered to 
from principle, and not from necessity at itll-Uot froin what they cou- 
siclered necessity, by m y  11IOanS. I consider that, in that respect, we 
bad excellent men. 

As to hearing auybody, after Captain Hall's death, say that he n'as 
relieved at his death, I cltm~ot remembor the rsact words; but one day 
1 \y;js over ;bt tile obser\T;itor,y wit11 Dr. Eessels. I ]vas tliera a gooc1 
part of the tilne about that  titnrin t h e  minter. I~c! appeared to be very 
light-heartecl, au(1 H:iid bIl;lt i t  mas the best tliiiig th:Lt could happen for 
the expadition ; I tlljlllc those were the ~ o r d ~  he  ~ ~ e d .  I do 11ot retnem- 
ber that I heard adyboely else say anything of that kind. 

Question. Did J - O ~  ever have ~ U Y  reason to suppose that Captain Hall 
died anythiug but a uattird death 

Answer. I do not know yhat  i t  takes to constitute a reason. I never 
knew anything that mould JuStiry fi1LJ' Such couclusion. As to \vh:ht Dr. 
Bessels said at the observatory, I do l l O t  know tlint those are his words, 
but it was something to that eBect. That, was the impression on my 
mind. 1 kllorn tho next d?y he was laugliiug when he mentioued it. 
I math hurt at t h e  tinie, and told him 1: wished he monld select 
somebody else a d  an auditor if he had any such thing to say. I was at 
thiLt time over at the observatory renclering somu assistance in tho 
observations, but JGLY Ilot regularly iletailed. 1 hi1rC seen Oaptain Bud- 
dington wheu I believed him to be iiitosicsted; not very frequently. I 
never saw him SO that he coixld not do his duty; but I hmve seeii him 
when I believed him to be unclor the influence of liquor. 

The meau temperature of t h e  minter at Polaris Bay was, I believe, * 
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about 280 Fahrenheit below zero. Our minimum temperature, if I remern- 
ber rightly, ivas 40C. But theu there was soiiie little difference of opinion. 
1 thiuk i t  mas 490 *hen I observed it myself and recorded i t ;  but I 
believe Mr. M e p r  m i i d  others, who would be better authority, thought 
it was 530. March V'iIS the coldest month. The temperature was not 
so lorn as we expected to  find it, generally, but still I believe the tem- 
perature was lower there than any place south of there. At  Lifeboat 
Cove the iuean temperature was a little below that of Thank God Har- 
bor: I believe. I have not loolred over tlie observations so as to deter- 
miue, but that' is my opinion. The summer was  not warmer a t  Thank 
God Harbor. I hilve observed closely oue thing, and that is, I never 
passed a day in the arctic regions but what I have seen salt-water ice 
at some time during the day that had beeu made during that day. 
That freezes a t  a temperature of 280. There was a large plain right 
abreast of where we vere anchored, and the snow went off of that in 
June, I believe. The sun pouring right down incessantly on that 
twenty-four hours a clay would cause warm air t o  come off of that occa- 
sioually, which would make the thermometer run up to 400 or 500. Even 
then on tlie shady side there were places, when the  sun got arouud to. 
ward the north some 60 or 100 below the horizon, it monld be fl-eezing 
a t  the Cop of the water 011 tho shady side of the vessel. It is almost 
impossible to have thermometers properly protected in the summer 
time. There is always oue part of the day when i t  is exposed, if not to 
the direct rays of the sun, to the current of' warm air heated by the sun. 

There was soine vegetation up there-a little moss, several light 
plants, flowers of mocleretely brilliant colors, and it little grass. There 
is not much soil there, or there woald have been uiore vegetation. 

The character of the shore was rocky ; I think i t  was limestone, but 
I know verj  little about geology. The beach masa shinglebeach. The 
bottom was rocky, with stiff clay between the lnyers of rock. 

There were musk-oxeu, foxes, hares, lemings. I saw some molf- 
tracks, but no wolves. Tliere were one or two owls seen, too, and clucks 
and gccse. I did not see any auks, but I believe they are there. They 
d s o  liad there Khat were called ivory-gulls, and another species of gulls 
that I do not know the name of! partridges, ptarmigan, snipes, and turn- 
stones, and oue or two kinds ot plover. 

At spring-tide once or twice Ke had as much of a rise and fall as 7 or 
8 feet. I t  was generally about G& feet. e A 8  neaptide i t  was from l& to 
3 feet high, :is the wind was favorable or unfavorable. The average 
would be about 44 or 6 teet, I suppose, 

[Diary produced.] That is my diary; it was kept by myself, in my 
my omu handwriting. This one commences on the 15th of October. 
I kept one before that, but not regularly. I thiulr: that diary is here; I 
gave i t  to Mr. Chester a t  1)uudee. My position and circumstances were 
such that I hac1 but little chauce to find out anything worthy of note; 
and the only wouder is that I had it chalice to keep any diary at all. 
These diaries were kept by myself, day by day, as  the events occurred, 
and they will give a more particular statement than I can recollect the 
details of now. 

Question. Is there anything else, to which your attention has not 
beeu c:nlled or which is not set clown in your diary, that you would like 
to say? 

Answer. I am inuoh obliged to you. Them is nothing occurs to my 
mind now that has not been mentioned that I wish to say. 
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Walter Predmick Cantpb@l exantined. . 

I will be twenty-one years old next Christmas. . I was born in Clas. 
gow, Scotland. I hare lived in this country seven years. I shipped 
on boarcl the Polaris as fireman a t  Washington. 1 sailed on boarcl that 
ship from Washington to New York, and from there to New London ; 
from New Londou to St. John’s; from St. John’s to Fiskernaes; from 
Piskernaes to Zolsteinberg ; thence to Disco j thence to Upernavik ; 
thence to Tessiusak, and theuce north. 

Nothing of importance happened between the time we left Washing. 
ton and the time we reached Tessinsak, the last point on the areenlaud 
coast. 
I  its eugaged principally in the fire-room below, aud had not so much 

chance for observation as those OII deck. After we left Tessiusak, \I‘O 
proceeded north for some distance, then crossed over to the west coast, 
and then skirted up the west coast to  the north. We stopped once, 
and Captain Hall went ashore to see if he could find a place for a’depot 
for provisions, for winter-quarters, if me Ahould 4nd it necessary to 
C Q ~ O  in there. After that  we merit up throtigh Smith’s Sound, through 
Kennedy’s Channel j sailed past CaDe Constlitution on the right, through 
what was foriiwrlg called Katie’s Open Polar Sea, aiid found it to have 
land on both Ridw. We found qnito a wide espausc of‘ water between 
Lady Franlzlin’s Bay and the iulet afterwards called the Southern 
Fiord; which expanse, after Captain Hall’s death, me called Hall’s 
Basin. 

We found an opening still to the north above Lady Franklin’s Bay, 
consistiug of a channel about twenty-five or thirty miles wide, with laud 
visible on both sides, which Oaptain Ha11 cadled Bobesoa Chaquel. Wo 
r e n t  up this channel uiitil we reached our highest point, in what Cap- 
tain Hall called S20 26’ north latitude, but which was afterward found 
by observation to be Sa0 16’. We were u p  in this channel two or three 
dags. At one time Oaptain Hall tried to make a harbor on the east 
coast, at a place which he afterward called Repulse Harbor. Afterward 
in t)rging to get across to the west coast we got beset in the ice. I don’t 
recollect how many dags we were beset there. We put provisions out 
on tlie ice, and kept shifting them about, taking them on board and 
putting them on tho ice again, as the danger appeared to be more or 
less imminen t. Afterward, with win4 from the nortbeast, we drifted 
for two days farther south, when the IC@ slackened, and we made in to 
the east shore in  a small cow in the lee of a stranded iceberg, mhich. 
Ceptaiu Ea11 called Providence Iceberg, calling tho harbor Thauk God 
Harbor. We lay there about three days, and vhcn the ice got thick 
enough we goh prorisiotls ashore. we then made the ship fa8t to the 
berg, and t30me time after Captain Ha!l’s death we broke out with a 
northe:]& gale. That night .\v8 got our Ice anchors fast again, and that 

our rescue. After we got fairly illto minter quarters Captain Hall 
made a s]edge-journe~ to the ~Orth ,  alld was gone somewhere about 
two or three weeks. On his return from the sledge-journey 1 was the  
first mail t h a t  met him. I met him above the observatory, on shore. 1 
asked if he was fatigued after his journey. He said “no, he was 
pretty tired, but quitu me11 in health,” awl came to the ship and made a 
hearty greeting to  US d1. I walked dowu to the ship with him. 
loolced tired, and that iS just the rea8on I asked the question if he was 
fatigued. He looked tired and worn out. He said he was a little tired, 
but in good health. He shook hands with all the men, mho were a t  that 
time banking up tho ship, arid afterrrard wc Icomed us into the cabin. I 

37 N 
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was second steward that winter, i was helping Johu Herron, who was  
steward. Captain Ball came into the upper cabin. I went down into 
the under i d i n .  I heard tlie captain ask the steward if‘ he had any 
coffee ready, a t  least the steward first asked hiin if he would like to 
have a little coEee, aud he said if all hnncls would have coffee he would 
be gIad to join them. I really for.@ whether theg did have coffee or 
not, but I believe Captztiii Hall and all hands did; indeed I am quite 
sure they did ; and afterward, that night, he took sick. The steward got 
the cofiee from the galley. I t  was made purposely for the captain. I 
could not say whetlier all hands had coffee or not, but several of them 
had, I know. I didu’t see the steward get it lrom the cook, and 1 didn’t 
see the coffee prepared. The co&e was had in the upper cabin and in 
the lower cabin. It \vas taken up into tlie upper cabiu iu  a kettle, and 
afterward the same coffee mas taken down to the lower cabin iu the 
same kettle. I th ink  it was the steward carried it. Afterw:trd 1 had to 
wash up the dishes, and thou I went forward and retired. I lived for- 
ward. I don’t think all iu the  cabiu did have coffee, but I am not sure, 
and didn’t pay much attention to it, but I know severwl of them did 
h:Lve coffee, for I waslied the dishes. Some of the men were pla#viug 
chess, some sewing, some washing, some reading aud talkiug. Nosh 
Hayes plays chess, and Mr. Coffin, the carpenter, and I believe Icruger, 
and there was checkers, too. The next morning after Captain Hall’s 
returu was the first I heart1 of him being sick. I didn’t hear of it until 
next morning because I went to bed as soon as I got my work done. I 
saw his face and head several times during his siclr~~ess, but didn’t speak 
to him. It was my dnty to go into the cabin in  the morning and 
sweep it out. Mr’. Schumann, the engineer, the doctor, Mr. Uryan, 
and Mr. Meyer lived in tho cabin, and there was John IIerroii 
and the cook in the upper cabin. I believe that was all at that time 
because the berth abore Captain Hall was not occupied. I never spoke 
to the captain again, aucl only saw him occasionally during his sickness 
when I went into the cabin to sweep i t  out. I know nothing about the 
captain’s sickness only a s  I have heard the talking among the men. 
Some said t,hat he had had a suu-stroke somo years before he weut up 
there, and it had affected hiin on his sledge-jourucy. Another thing I 
heard  vas that some of the men asked Dr. Bessels what he thought, aucl 
the doctor told them that he would never get over it. This was when 
he was first sick, I am not quite sure what man said that, but Ibelieve 
.it was Herinan Simmons, if I am not mistaken. After the captain died 
he was buried on shore. 

Question. Did you ever have any reason to think that he died any- 
thing but a natural death d 

Answer. Well, sir, I have got no idea about it a t  all, and I could not 
have anythiug to say on the subject. I dou’t k110w of auytliiug that 
would lend me to any other belief than that he died a natural death. I 
do not know anything that would give m e  ground to suppose that he 
died anything but a natural death. After Captain Hall’s death the first 
report that I heard vias that Dr. Bessels was to have command of the 
ship. Then I heard that Captain Hfall had turned the ship over to Cap- 
tain Budclington. Tlirco or four weeks a,ft,er the captain died Johii Her- 
ron didn’t have so much to do, as everything was cleaned up Sor the  
winter, arid then I had to work after that iu  the engine-room all minter. 
Nothiug happaned of‘importaucc :Lftcr that except the blow which b~*olro ~ 

us out froin our anchorage and drifted us out against the berg. The 
ship rested on the heel of the berg (Inring the whole winter, rising and 
falling with the tido. Every tide she would rise, and when i t  weut 
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piece of ice, but I could see no tokens of any human beings. I believe 
it was about 10 07cloclr in the morniiig when I weut up to the masthead; 
the weather had cleared up, and i t  was a very nice day and quite calm. 
We worked very hard that day trying to get the ship to the beach j she 
was making water all the time, and we had to keep t,he p u m p  going 
most of the time. We could have got up sufficient steam to work the 
pumps, but  our fuel was scarce and we were looking out for that. We 
wanted to save all the coal we could. We kept up just enough steam to 
keep her dry, and I believe it took us about three clays to get all the 
stuff off and tolet her fill in. We landed them, and Mr. Chester erected 
a house on shore. The Esquimaux froin the nearest settlement came 
the second day after we got there to visit us. They helped us land the 
provisions, and one family from t h e  west side staid with us all winter. 

Er. Bessels and Mr. Bryan were a t  work all winter a t  their scientific 
operations. Dr. Bessels made one or two attempts to go North in the 
spring, and made another sledge journey to the South. Mr. Bryan also 
went North to ltensselaer Harbor. 

When spring came we built two boats, commencing about the 1st of 
April. On the 3d of June we started south. We were on the boats 
about twenty-one days. When me got about fifteeu or twenty miles 
south of Cape Pork we were picked u p  by the whaler Itarenscraig, and 
went with her. to Laucaster Sound, then we were transferred to the 
Arctic, and went with her to Dundee, and came tlicnce to the United 
States. 

I did not keep any diary while the vessel was under way, my duties 
kept me below, so that I did not have much chance for obscrvation. 

Q. Is there anything that you cau think of and wish to say to which 
your attention has not been called 1 

A. No, sir ; 1 do not think of anything. 
Q. How was t h e  discipline on board the ship while Captain Hall 

lived 9 
A. Everything was orderly, as far as I knew. I tried to do my duty, 

and everybody else did the same; in  fact I did more than my duty, I 
did all I could. 

We had a cat on board that we took with us from Washington. A 
little soldier boy had it on board the Polaris a t  the Washington Navy 
yard before w e  sailed and he gave it to  me. We took the cat with us, 
and he staid with LIS both winters in the ship, ancl finally ran away from 
us a t  Hakluyt Island as we came down in our boats this last spring. 
The Esquimaux at Life-Boat Cove had never seen a cat before ancl were 
very much interested in it. They gave i t  the name me called it by, 
‘ 6  Tommy.# They have a name for it in the Esquimaux language, though 
they have not the animal itself. I do not know the name. 

. 

WASHINGTON, D. C., 
December 24, 1573. 

At 12 o’clock m. Hon. George M. Robeson, Se&etary of the Navy, 
Admiral Reynolds, Professor S. P. Baird, aud Captaiu Howgate of the 
Sign31 Service, assembled at the Navy Department for the purpose of 
takiug the statements of the last three ofthe survivors rescued from the 
steamer Polaris, and who arrived in  New York on the Gth day of Novem- 
ber, 1873.. 
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Examinaftion of Richard W. D. Bryan. 

I was born in 1549 in the State of New York, and am twenty-four years 
of age. My last place of residence was Westchester, Pa. I joined the 
Polaris expedition asastronomer. I joined the Polaris up atDisco Island, 
in the harbor of Godhavn. I Kent out in the Congress. I could not tell 
you exactly the date I got on board the Polaris, but I think it was the 13th 
or 14th of August. We left Disco on the 17th of August, I think, and ran 
up the coast, keeping within sighb of it all the time and stopped a t  Uper- 
navik. We stopped there for a couple of days. Then we left there and 
touched at a little place that they cadled Kingituk. We merely sent a boat 
ashore there. We did not anchor the vessel, but only staid them about an 
hour. We then proceeded up to a place called Tessiusak, the last Danish 
settlement. TiTeremained there until the 24th of August. On the after- 
noon of the 24th we started again, and kept along the coast until we came 
to the entrance of Melville Bay. Then we struck a course for Cape York, 
which me sighted the next day, I thiuk. After passing Cape Yorlr we 
kept up along the coast, passing‘ between Wolstenholm and Saunderds 
Islands. We were then compelled to keep more to the westward on ac- 
count of the ice, and went 011 the outside of Hakluyt Island. Then 
we were enabled to go more to the eastward. We ‘kept quite close to 
the east cost when.we passed Gape Alexander. When me got up to 
Cairn Point, however, we were driven over to the westward to find an 
opening through Smith’s Sound. Then we took very nearly a straight 
course for Capo Prazer, at the entrance of Kennedy Chaiinol. I cannot 
remember the date that we arrived opposite that, but a t  any rate we 
stopped there, and Captain ECall went on shore to look a t  a bay there, 
aud to see whether it would auswer for a harbor in case the ressel should 
he stopped by ice. It was on the western shore of Kennedy Channel. He 
came back aud said the bay was too shallow to anchor the vessel in. 
Then we ran up quite close to tho west coast of Kennedy channel. TVo 
were first stopped by ice on the 29th of August, I think, when we got 
our latitude. That was the only latitude, I think, that me  got after pass- 
iug Cape York. The latitude was 810 20’. We only remained there 
part of that day. I n  the evening we started up Robeson Chaunel, and 
grtiried our highest latitude on the 31st of August. Then after rre gained 
our highest latitude it was decided that we could get no farther north- 
a t  any rate, on that side of tlie coast, arid it was decided to try to go to 
tho ot’her side to find a lead up along that side ; end if we were not able 
to  do that, then m e  intended to return. A t  that time we were quite 
close to the east side, when we gained our highest northern latitude much 
closer to the east side than to the west side. It was found that we could 
not get any farther on that side, and then it was decided to endeavor to 
penetrate the ice and get to the west side if possible, we supposing tlmt 
we might find a lead there that would carry us north. We endesvored 
to do that, and in doing that we got beset. 

Wo 
tried to get over toward the western coast, but ou our way over we got beset j 
it was decidedme could not get up any farther on tlieeast sicleby those who 
had charge of the vessel. I did not know much about it myself. I did 
not go oft’ the deck a t  that time. About 12 o’clock there was a consnlta- 
tion c,zlled as to what course should be pursued. I bclievo that the con- 
sultation was called because Oaptain Buddington llad told Captain 
Hal1 that they had gone as far a8 t1le-j- could. I wasnot present aC tha!t 
consultation, and they did not ask my advice in regard to the matter. I 
learned afterward that the result of the consultation was that they 

I thiuk it was about noon that we reached the highest latitude. 
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\.;auld en(1eaTwr to get to  tire west side in order to find a passage. It 
i m s  determitied that iC t h r ~  (lid not snccceel in getting a channel np 
aloiig the west side, t1ic.n they woultl re!ui~~ to tlie east side, aud ruii 
into u h a ~ b o r  tliat l i u l  +n w : ~  011 tl:a% side It TTW in tryviug to go 
across that me got behct. While we were up tliere nt lhat Iiigliest point, 
we were all the time lGo!ciug oni. A gootl ]:art of tlie time it was wry 
fbggj-, mid it was snowing. Thrre were drift lug siiow aiid snow-sqwalln, 
MU that it mas ouly at times %hat we could see the laid. For ZL sliort 
time, however, we bad very clear wealher, awl tlieii I eodd see the la id  
on the east side, which seemed to elid iii i L  poiut. I WW, also, tlie I : ~ ~ i i l  
on the west side. The lancl or1 the cast side I fiollo\vecl up a short dis- 
t:Luoe with my cye, with the aid of a glass frorii the dock. I did not go 

aloft. Par ahead me saw what the sailors call a water-sky. A good 
uta117 thought it W R S  land.  I co11ld uot see ilijy iltdicatious of therebciug 
1;tud there. All around us  was very heavy ice, i i l i t l  it was moviug very 
rapidly down the chi i ie l ,  :md, as I say, there \vas what the sailors call 
a water-sky. Eight aronnd the vessel there was quite a space betweeu 
the digereiit floes, so that I was, persoiially, very uiuoli provoked tliat 
they did iiot go up farther j but I 11:~x-e siiice 1e:irnecl that a person 
froin the deck of a vessel cariuot form a very good juclgmeat iu rog:.;vd 
to ice. I leztriied this from experieiice tliiit I had on bonrd the whalers. 
On board the whalers I loolrecl a t  the ice h I r i  thc deck, aiid tlieu went 
u p  to tlie mast-hear1 aucl looked at  i t  through gIast:c's, a n d  I fonnd lhat 
a person could not form a correct jadguient a t  a,ll fm;n the deck. It 
looked to me at the time, hoivever, its i P  they iiiiglit have go110 o ~ i ,  I 
suppose, eve11 uow, that they could haw gone 011 lor, perhaps, half :J 
mile, but I am VWS  ell saiisticd tlliLt t h r ~ r  cunltl ]lot have g01~e ~ I I J -  
farther. As 1: remarked, LLo\vc\-er, 1 J Y ~  a t  tliat time of a tlid'erciit 
opi 11 ion. 

As I stated, me got beset in tho ice arid drifted down. We drifted for 
I ti!iuk a little over three days. Qu the 4th tile ice opened somewvhat, 
aud we got a chauce to get tlie vessel out. Wo stcarwcl right into the 
east coast, arid dropped aiichor there. I t  was oii the iniclu~g:ht of the 
4th that Captain Hall \wit on shore i'or the first time. This place where 
we anchored could hardly be callcd a, bay. It was l m t  of :I large buy 
that is foruied lhere that Captaiu Dall afterwards iiurued Polaris Bar. 
'I he particular place where we droppt:d our aiielior could not be cdled a 
bey, hoviever, nor mas there ariy parti6uhr Iinrbor there, but it way out 
of the currcut because it mas under the lee of the cape, at the eiitrauce 
to Ihbesou Chaiiucl, mhicli Captaiu lIall colled Cape Luptou. The cur- 
rent for this reasoii swept tho ice clew of 11s) a i d  a t  tho smnc time we 
were on the iuside of' a large iceberg, which it \vas thought mould protect 
us from the pack coining up before the southwest wiucl. Captain Hall 
veut  ashore there thc first night at midilight. I tliiiik he  there iiurolled 
the stars and stripes; a t  auy rate, lis told me when lie got back that lie 
had talcen possession ofthe land in tlie imine of tlie Uiiited States. He 
said he went tliere for that purpose. 

I t  mas decided to reuiaiu there, aud to make our miuter quarters them 
We then coiniuenced mork, laiidiug our stores and provisions on t h e  
shore, and o:herwise to prepare for winter. We also put up au obser- 
vatory. Everybody \'ius engaged in doing something. I cauiiot toll 
exactly what dap, but Iztter, a sledge party wns started out by Captain 
B'aJl, which consisted of Mr. Chester, the first mate, Dr. Bessels, and two 
Esquimaux. They were seut out to try to find sonie iiiutrk.cattle, twces 
of which had been seen by the Bsquirnaux, and also for the purposu of 
ascertaining whether there was a feasible overland journey to tho north. 

. 
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They merc gone six or seircn days, and brought back one musk-ox. On 
the 10th of October, I think it was, Ca,ptain Dall himself started 011 i h  
slerlgc journe.j- with Mr. Chester and the two Esqiiimeux. Ou the 24U1 
of October 1 thiiik lie rctumed. He was gone a t  any rate two meelis. 
Buriiig his absence the observatory was put up, ant1 the ship arranged 
for winter quarters. Par t  OS the awiiiiig ]viis placed over tlio vessel, and 
the vessel b;tuliecl B little with snotv. Observatious mere cornme~iocd. 
There  it^ solile little surveying doue: I cannot now thiuk of’ anything 
else. 

Captain Hall found a bay m11ieh he called Newman’s Bay, after the 
Xev. Dr. Newman, and followed that out to  where i t  empties into Iiobe- 
soil Ohnnnel, and called the two headlands-the one to the sonth Sum- 
mer IUeadlancl, and tlie one to the north Cape Brevoort. This was but 
little n8bovc Iatitiide 520, I believe. This was tho farthest point 0q1- 
tain Ilall reached. 

Captain Hall crossed the bay, ancl had one of Ilia encampiiients right 
under Cape Brevoort. Then, tinding that he could not continue further 
with his sledge iq)on the ice, he tool; a walk oue day 0~7er the hills. I 
do not Irriow liom far lie went, but the copy of his journal, in which I 
presume that was  ~ioted, mas brought down, I believe. IIe came back 
ancl reac:heil tlie sbip on the 24th of October, aid was a t  once taken sick. 
Hc rcmniiiccl ill for t vo  ireelis j conscious pnrt of tlio time, apparently, 
bnt most of the tirile qnite delirious. (911 the Sth of Noveinber he died. 
I saw hiin when l i e  came back. I was 011 the cieck of the vessel. I s r i v  
hirii on the ice corning u p  with the sledges, and then I spoke to him. C 
do not rernernber whether I meit over 011 thc side of the vessel to  spi?alz 
to him, or waited until he came on board ; but I reinember that I sl)olic., 
to him at the tinic, arid remarlzcd that lie wiis loolririg very m l l .  I think 
he said as usnal, “I W T ~  well, I thikilk you,” or somothing of the 
kiixl. I did riot notice anything pnrticular about his remnrliu. He did 
not say lie was not well, but Mr. Ohester told me that he thonglit soine- 
tbing \vas the m:~i tor with him 011 his sledge jouriiey, that he was not 
quite as active as he mould expect hiin to be. Captuin Hall mentioned 
tbis fact to Mr. Chester, t h a t  he was iiiore jiiclinecl to rich ou sledges 
thaii nsual, and he iiieiitioiied tlie fact to Mr. Chester as something 
~iniiscial; tli3t ordinarily lie was able to run along w i t h  the sledges 
without riding 011 them, esccpt once in a while j but he was compcllod 
to ride on this journey inore than W : L ~  customnry with him. Mr. Ches- 
ter told in0 that during Captain Hall’s siclzness, I tliiuk. I will not, 
bowever, be ljositive about that. It is a loug time ago, ancl it inighf; 
h a w  been either during his sickness or after.his death that he told ine. 

1 lived in the 
same cabiu with Capttiin Hall; but there are two berths, oim d10~7e the 
other j 1 lived in the Iower forward one on the port-side, as  I have statcd. 
Captain I h l l  at t h a t  time was sleepiug in the lower after-berth 011 the 
starboard-side in tho cabin. Ho had repoved from his little ~’ooni, and 
fitted that up for a galley. I saw him and s11001c hands wit’h liiin iv l i (~ i i  
he came on board the ship, a i d  in n very few minutes, 1 thiuk, I followed 
him right into the c:ibin. I remember Mr. Mortou was seeing about 
getting his met boots off, aud I reinernber his driulring B cup of colh!. 
Then he got ul) to change his shirt, aud Iio said, 6‘ I feel sick,” or “soinc- 
thing is tho matter with inc,” or something of tliet kiud. €Io ui:~tle 
some such remark as that lie was w r y  weak. Then RIr. Morton imrl 
m n e  o w  else assisted hiin into bed ia his berth. 1 did not think he was 
w r y  sick, not at the time. I thou@it it was jnst probablo that he Iiad 
over-exerted himself. I did not thlnli ho was at all sick then. It \la8 

I lived in the lomcr forward bertli on the port-side. 
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a very few minutes after he got into the cabin. He had just stepped on 
deck and spoke to a few of us, and theu wallred right into the cabin. 

Question. Was this within half an hour of his coming into the cabin 
or coining on board the vessel ? 

Answer. Yes ; I think it would be safe to say it was within that time. 
Question. Did he tlieu take the coffee? 
Answer. Yes; I think I saw him take the coffee, and almost imme- 

diately afterrvard- 
Question. Within five miriutes afterward 7 
Answer. I do not kuow about that, because he might have given the 

cup back, and he might have spoken a little while, and my attention 
being turued off to something else, I could not see whether he took i t  or 
not; but I associated the tn-o facts in m y  mind, that just as soon as he took 
bhe cofYee he coinplained of feeling sick and went to bed. I1 might have 
been more or less of an interval; I could not tell you exactly how loug. 

Question. When you sa,y you thought he had over-exerted himself, 
did he seem to be weak? Is that the idea you wish to convey? 

Answer. Yes; he seemed to have something the matter with his head 
I khought. That is what I thought when he was first taken, and I have 
an indistinct remembrance that h e  threw up after he got to bed; but I 
won% be quite positive about that. I thought he mas just fainting, or 
dizzy, or soinething of that kind. 

Question. The impression made upon you by his conciiict then was, 
that he had something the matter with his head, or was rather faint and 
dizzy 7 

Answer. Yes; that mas my idea a t  the time. I thiiik that shortly after 
that he threw up. It just occurred to me now; I never thought about it 
before. 

Question. Who brought in the coilbe 
Answer. I think it W:M the steward. I could not tell yoti where it 

was brought from. I have 110 doubt that the steward brought it. 
Question. Did yon take any of that saine coffee? 
Answer. Not a t  that time. I might have doue so previously or sub- 

sequently. I do not kiiow positively about that, but I did uot take auy 
coffee a t  that time. 

Question. Do you know whether the coff'ee was brought in the samo 
identical coffee-pot that mas used i u  t'he galley ? 

Auswer. No ; I do not know anything oboiit that. I had no chance 
of knowing. I (lid uot go to the galley to find out, mid I only saw the . 
steffard enter the cabin with a cup of coffee and go out with an empty 
cup. 

Question. Did auything'oocur to  you as a matter of auy interest? 
Aiiswer. No, sir. 
Question. What happened after he went, to bed? 
Auswer. I cannot give you the events in the order in  which they oc- 

curred. I kept a jourual. I just reinember that Captain Hall mas very 
delirious a t  times, and a t  ot-her times quite rational. That is, he seemed 
to tillli very reasonably about his plaus for the future and about hirnself; 
b u t  t h e  most of t h ~  time he was out of his heed. $ saw him every day. 
I slept with him; trhat is, I slept in the smie room with him. 

Question. Who took care of him during his sickness? 
Anfiwer. There were soveml. Mr. Mortoii and Mr. Ohester seemed to 

take the task ou themselves more thau any one else. During tho day- 
time sereral of LIS would stay with him, but, duriiig the night Mr. Mor- 
ton andMr. Chestor were with him. Thesesre theoiilytwo that Iremem- 
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ber ashaving set up wi th  him at night. I know of several who offered to, 
but Mr. Chester and Mr. Morton seemed to take it on themselves. 

Question. After yon went to bed the first time, did you see anything 
of him before the next morning? Did yoii hear anything more about 
his being sick Y 

Answer. I could not ten you that. 1 do not know when 1 first got the 
idea that he was really sick. I never supposed he was so sick that he 
would die until he did die, although Dr. Bessels used to say that if he had 
another attack he would die. I remember hearing Dr. Bessels saying 
that, but then I did not believe it. 

Question. Who attended him? Did he take any medicine? 
Answer. I do not know what mediciue he took j however, 1 romernber 

the doctor once gave hiin a mustard-bath. He bathed his feet in mus- 
tard-water, and then he used to give him hypodermic injections. T know 
that the doctor a t  one time wanted to administer a dose of quinine and 
the captain would not take it. The doctor Game to me and wanted mo 
to persuade Captain Hall to take it. I did so, and I saw him prepare the 
mediciue. Be had little white crystals, and he heated them in a little 
glass b o d  j heated the water, apparently to  dissolve the crystals. That 
is'dl I know about any medicine. I only lrnew tliat, because I hac1 per- 
suaded Captain Hall to take the injections. It .was given in the form of 
an iujection under the skin in his leg. I believe he gave hiin niedicino 
at other times, but that was the only time I had any knowledge of it. 

Question. Did you have any diiliculty in persuading the captain to 
take it ? 

Ansmer. No, not very much. 
Qiiestion. Why did he object ? 
Answer. He did not like the doctor very much ah that tiirie, aiid 110 

was a little delirious, I think. He thought the doctor was trying to 
poison him. 

Question. Did he ever tell the doctor so ? 
Answer. 0, yes, repeatedly; but then the doctor was iiot the only 

person that'he accused of murdering him. He is theonly one, however, 
he ever accused of poisoning him. He accused nearly all the officers of 
the vessel et one time or another of trying to murder him, 1 believe j I 
have no idea, however, that he was in his right iuiud mben he made 
those accusations ; I did not thiulr so then, and I do not think so now. 

Question. Did he ever accuse yon ? 
Answer. No, sir j I do iiot think he eyer accused me, but he did nearly 

all. I do not remember of his ever accusing me. 
Question. How was i t  about Mauch ? 
Answer. He had a good deal of confidence in Mauch, but Mnuch mas 

not with Zlim.ver;y much in his sickness. 
Question. Did he ever accuse Joe or Hannah to  any one B 
Answer. No; I think not. He lingered for two weeks, I think. I tliiiik 

he WAS taken sick on the 24th of October, and died on the 8th of Norein- 
ber. He was better some of t8he time ; he then appeared to he quite 
rational indeed, and he spoke very well. He had Illaiich i n  the cabin 
ono day, and 110 m~ looking over some records of his sleclge.journuys, 
trying to get tliem fixed up, and discussing his pl&m for auothor Eledge- 
journey. 

Question. Did he appear to have any misgivings a t  any time that he 
would not recover 1 Did he ever refer to the probability of his not get- 
ting well? 

Answer. When he was rational B 
Qnestion. YOS. 
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Ariswer. No, sir; I spoke to  him about i t  once, and told hirn he iiiiglit 
not gct well, but he did not fieeiii to think thnt there ivas any iniinediale 
danger. It was ibretty 
dimcult to tell when he \vas in his right milid aiicl wlion he was not, 
because sometimes he would get off something very rational, aiid then 
he ~ o u l d  come out with soniethirig that did iiot souiid so nvll. 

Question. Is it your idea then that for almost all the time aftcr he was 
first talien sick until he died liis mind was unsettled ? 

Answer. Yes, I think so. Occasioiially he mould appear to be nearly 
ratloud, but then he would break out again iuto saying strange things. 

Question. He  accused almost everybody, JOU say, of wauting to mur- 
der him. Do you remember aiiy particular instance ? 

Answer. It is pretty difficult for me to distiuguish betmeen what I re- 
member from m y  own observation and what I remember from hearing 
others talk, because we have spoken about all these things so much. 
I think I was in t.he cabin a t  the time he accused the cook OS having a 
gun that he was pointing a t  him from his berth. And then he used to 
frequeutly remark to me that the doctor hac1 some infernal-machine there 
hi the berth that emitted some blue vapor. He said he could see the 
blue vapor coiling all around in the atmosphere, arid haiigiug alongside 
tlie edge of' the berth ; and he would call my attention to it, and ask me 
it' I did not see it. He would say, "Nom, it  is there crawling along your 
~ i o s e . ~ ~  He said that the doctor had put that tnsrhinc somewhere, aiid 
that he was pumping this blue rapor into his berth, and it was killing 

' hiin. q'heu I have a faint recollectioii that I was in t11e cabin when 
hc was complaining about a conspiracy thitt had been formed by the offi- 
cers. I think he was complaining to Oaptaiu Budclington at that time. 
He tlioughf; that Captain Budclington, M i .  Chester, Mr. Morton, (I do 
riot kiiom certainly about Mr. Morton,) a~id Captain Tyson had joined 
together to kill him; but that, I suppose, was just liis wanderings. 

Question. Did Captain Hall exhibit any symptoms of paralysis, as 
far as you could judge 9 

Answer. I heard he was paralyzed all on one side, bat I never noticed 
anything of the kind. 

Question. Did you discover any clifficulty in his articulating distinctly, 
or in swallowing at anF time? 

Auswer. I never noticed anything of the kind. I did not have much 
to do with him wlieu be was eating. Be was very particular about his 
eating. For a long time he kept his food under his owii charge, and got. 
Mr. Morton to admniister it to him. His food he kept looked up under 
'his berth, and took the key to bed with him. 

Question. Do you kuow what lie did ea t?  
Answer. He had crackers, and I ihirilr they macle hiin 8ome kind of 

gruel, or arrow-root, or something O S  that kind. And then he had in 
his drawer a bottle of wine, and, I think, a little preserves; but finally, 
I believe, he intrusted the care of i t  to Hann;th, so that HannAi was  
the only one who administered any food to hirn; but I never lirard at 
tho t h e ,  that If remember of, that thero was m y  inability to swallow on 
his part. 

That was when he was nearest in his right mind. 

Question. Do you remewber when he died od 
Answer. I remember the night he died. 
Question. Where were you 7 
Answer. I was asleep. I was 

Question. Bad  ho had a second attack just before ho died P 
Answer. I do not kuom. I did not iiiiclcrstand these attacks a t  d. 

There was no one up but Mr. Morton. 
called up. 
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The night before he  died, as he 'went to bed, he appe'ared T W ~  rational 
iudeetl. I reineuiber tbis \-cry distinctly. I. \viis there a t  the time, ai i t l  
tlio doctor was putting h i m  to bed. The tlootor liad gotten liiiri iuto 
bed, aticl  was tucking itis ulotlies arouiid him, 1v11eu the c:iptain saitl to 
the doctor, '( Doctoy, you h a w  been ~ e r ~ -  liiiict to me, and I mi obiigcd 
to  Yolj." I iioticetl that particularly, becanse i t  \\'as a little di@ereiit 
from wliat he h i c l  beeii ~ i ~ ~ i l i g  to thc doctor. I tliidi these w t ' o  llie 
hst  W ~ Y ~ S  that 110 uttered, b e r a i ~ u  thnt \viis just iL3 lie \\'as lisecl for tIit+ 
iiight, aud theu he turned  ow^ aiid weut to sleep. Rlr. Rtortoii told 1\10 
thatt :dl tlie eritleiice t h a t  he liad tliiat ho was tle;;tl, WOS a cess;itioii of 
breathing. He said that just before he died lie hwd lieard liiiii rritli h i s  
regular breathing, and tlwu all of il sutlden his bwatliiiig censcd, aiid 
theu it coiiiiriencecl again. I think he said it ceased twice, :iud tloii  al- 
together, and theii he vvolm us  all up. 

Questioa. Did you uotioo his breathiiig at :ill when 110 mas sick; was 
it loud breathing *! 

Answer. I noticed that i t  was a little louder tliau USUA; n little 
stronger than  a persou ordirinr.ify breathes. After ha died tlicy pre- 
pared hiiu for burial, though I was not present at'tlre time. ' I did not 
see him until after lie was laid out in the colyiti j ti& is, I did not SPC tlio 
preparation. I just rcniember of' goiug iuto the c:tbin niid scciiig tho 
cofiin 011 two chairs with Cztptaiu Ball's body in it. I believe the  car- 
penter lnsdc the coffiu. I thiuli he vias buried OH the 11th. I read tho 
service. I: did not rend all the burial service j I ,just read portiorrs of 
Scripture and oft'cred a prayer. It \vas mbat \vr~cal~  the da,y tinw, though 
it was quite &irk. There mas, ho\vever, considerdda twilight. That 
particular thy the sky was very cloucly, and. you eould otily see tho gliiu- 
iiieriiig of' the twiligbt througli the breaks ill the qloods. They were 
1le:tvy clouds-heavy \Tater-clouds. 

Qnestion. After Captain Udl's death and burial, who took coriiinaiid 
of the expeditiou9 

Answer. A t  first there was not very itinch oE a aliaiigc. TVhenewr 
there  as siiytliiiig to do, Citptaiu Bndcliiigtou a l \ ~ a y s  had i t  done. Thew 
was not w r y  r~111cli for the crew to do, exceljt to c l e ; ~  off tlcclis, a i d  
sometitiles to go ashore aiicl get sotlie ~irovisioi~s. C';y)taiii lIudt1i;rgtoii 
would alwap tell the first iwste to have such things   lo tic, so t,hat t h r e  
was not niucli necessity for auy exercise of oomm~iud. \Vlmrc+~cr tho 
crew had a coinpbiub LO mzlre, t h ~ y  alwi4\-s CRUIC? to C)Ltpt;iiii Eutltliiig- 
ton and njade it, aud he trio4 to have tlic khiiig iixecl up. 1 bylirvc Dr. 
Bessels got up a paper t h t  Iiu qilled tho iirst cousaltlltion bt&\t;weeii him- 
self and Caytaiii Buddington, mlrich he  sigucd, ant1 I bo1ic.i-e Captai11 
Bucldiiigton also sigucd I do iiot lmom exactly at whet fimo tliat 
occurred, but t h n  paper did not ;tinontit to a8uytIiing, except +,he stttte- 
meat in  il that they both proposcd to do their duty. !l'liat is all. 

Question. Then Capt:iiii Uuilrlirigtori went iiito coiiimaud upou the 
death of Captni~i JIiill 't 

Ans.wcr, Certain I)-. TIe (lid 
not get up i ~ ~ l  SXJ~  he assmnetI tho coiitmil1id :tiid clircctioii of afY;iira. 
There \vas uo fortfld : ~ l l ~ ~ ~ ~ c e i i i e i i  t, but Iic took col:r~l:l11d tis 3 tiiiLlter 
of CourBe, just R S  ti liclntr.nont of ii coinpany would tZ lk~ coinrnnrrd upon 
the $e:itIi of tho o;zl)iaiti, 01' tho m:~te (pi' :I vcssel ti11;o coni t i~nd  if tho 
cappaiu ITV;LS shot. Tliere W\V~R,  bomtver, a good ded  of t i i lk  at iirst 
about there b&ig :I joint' coniiii:iuder, 011 nccouiit of tlie instructions of 
Oaptain Hall. ~ Z O U ~ C ?  cotttt+titled that i t  was iutuiiderl tllat Dr. 13essc.l~ 
should be joiiit coininmider with Oaptaiir ~ndtliugtou. k t  (:apt:iiti I3d1 
had 1efL uo vvritteil instruetious to that all'ect, :iutl, 01 coursc', that Ji'i'Dii 

We all rccogiiized him as coumai?dcr. 
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no argument a t  all. Still, that proposition was advanced by some, but 
only by a few. The crew did not 
have much to do. Observations, however, werakept up. The first thing 
that disturbed our winter life was a very severe gale on the 2lst of 
November. That was a very strong gale from the northeast. After the 
gale had blown some time, we heard water dash up against the side of the 
vessel, and then we knew that we were adrift. We were very much afraid 
then that we would be driven out into the pack. The ceble was played 
out so as to let the ship swing to her anchor ; but after a short time they 
began to see that the anchor did not take any more cable, and yet the 
vessel was broadside to the wind. At  first they did not know how to 
explain the phenomeiion, but they looked on the lee-side of‘ the vessef 
and found the vessel was  lying right up against the iceberg, and that 
the iceberg held it from going with the wind. Then they sent two Or 
three men out. 

Question. Was this in the night time? 
Answer. I t  might just as well have been night, for we could not see 

anything. Besides, we had awiiings all over the vessel. It was so dark 
me could not see very much. The men went out on the iceberg aiid we 
lighted them up by putting tarred rope in a pau with kerosene oil and 
setting fire to it. They went outside, arid put two or three anchors in 
the berg, and in that may the ship held fast until tlie gale blew over. I n  
R couple of days ice was formed around the ship again, and then the ship 
\vas drawn off from the berg about 50 feet and about 100 feet farther 
on, so as to get i t  more fully under the line of the berg. We continued 
that may quietly for a few days, when, on the 28th, we had a very strong 
gale fiotn the southwest, just  the other point of the compass, and” that 
gale had the e&ct of driving the berg, although i t  was aground, over this 
50 feet right up against the vessel and pressing the vessel against t s h O  
ice on the other side. But this ice happened to be young ice that had 
been formed since the northeast gale, and i t  broke, the consequence of 
which mas that it saved the vessel. If that had not broken, of course 
the vessel would have been crushed. When this berg came in, there 
was a tongue run under the bow of the vessel. I do not know whether 
a t  that time i t  split the stem, or afterwards ; but the result was that the 
stem was broken. It not only ran this tongue under the vessel, but 
behind the vessel and on the outside of the berg, it piled the ice up very 
high, the young ice being broken by the pack on the outside coming in. It 
piled tht?-iCe Up so that we could stand on the quarter deck and step 
over on to the ice. After that gale was over, some few efforts were made 
to try to get the vessel clear, but  we conld not get the vessel forward 
on account of the vessel restiug on this tongue of ice. The only wag to 
move the vessel mould have Been to run her heck, and t h a t  could not 
be done on account of this pile of huinmoclrs that was a t  the sterii of the, 
vessel., It would have taken a great deal of time to hare got these 
away if i t  had been. possible to get them away a t  all with the force ~0 
had. Several eftorts were made to blow the ice up around with gun- 
powder, but, klieg proved inefkctual, and it was decided that the only 
t h h g  we could do TVRS t o  ~ l l o w  the vessel to remain there, which 
did. S11e reulaiued there allminter. On account of being tilted up against 
the berg, and the berg remaining aground, and the ice rising and falling 
m7ith tho tide, i t  was rather uncomfortable on board the vessel, bemuse 
a t  times jn  low tide she was tilted over so that i t  was very difficult to 
walk up from the port to the starboard side. 

We continued in that way d l  winter doing nothing very much, except, 
of oourRe, keeping up tho obsersatious all the while. The men, how- 

We continued along In that way. 

. 
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ever, were not employed iu any work except every morning to fix around 
the deck a little. This state of things continued until, I thiulr, it; was 
in  February, Dr. Bessels prepared a plan of operations for spriiig norlr. 
I n  these operations he proposed to send three sledge journeys, one to 
the eastwiird to endeavor to reach the east coast of CrreiiIand; one to  
the southward to  join Knne’s snrvey with ours, and om,  .if possibln, to 
cross the straits to get on the west side. Then he afterward proposed 
to joiu the last two sledge journeys together, and let the meii who went 
down to j9iii &%ne’s survey with ours also cross the straits, if it were 
possible, oit the ice. He proposed that these two sledge journeys should 
start a t  oiie aiicl the same time, and that they sdioixltl be back in time 
to start with the boats if there was any opportuiiitg in open water in 
ltobesou Channel. Then he went on to detail in this letter the different 
plaus that the boats should pursue, the direction which they should go, 
and the iuauner in which they should provide for tho vessel ineetiiig 
them, or something of that kind. Theu Captain Budclington in reply 
to this letter, approved of Dr. Bessels’s ylaii of sledge journeys, rtiid 
said he would do all in his power to cwry them out, but that as regards 
the boat journey he intended to send it himself. He cousidered it too 
early, however, to mako any arrangements as to the details ofthe jour- 
ney. I suppose he wrote that letter becaiise the instructions gave Dr. 
Bessels coutrol of the sledge journeys in addition to that of the scientific 
work. Along in March, I think it was the 27th of March, Dr. Bessels 
proposed the sledge journey to  th6 South, to join Kane’s survey with 
ours, and I accompanied him. We took two natives with us. Wo started 
out mitli one sled, mid oiie native, but the native found it was too hard 
work for him alone, so he wanted to go back, and he did go back a i d  
brought the other native aloiig with him and another sled; we went 
dowu iiito Kennedy Channel along tfhe east coast a little distance, when 
we came to opeu mater. We could go 110 further with the sledges, so we 
returned to the vessel. We were only gone about a week. 

Qaestion. How far did you go, and what did you find out on tha t  jour- 
ney t 

Auswer. We found out that K;ane7s farthest point-Norton’s farthest 
poiiit when with Mane-what is called Cape Constitution, was in a little 
lower latitude than is represerited on tbe ruaps. 

Questiou. Did you go down to that point 9 
Ausmer. No; we could not reach that point. We went down in sight 

of it, but we could not reach it on account of the open water-probably 
the same open water that Mr. Mortou saw. It was in the sauiu positiou 
at any rate, but we could not reach it. The ice foot’ gets very uarrov in 
that place, I suppose on account of the strong current tearing it n w q -  
as fast as it forms j and what little there was of it was piled up with 
large pieces of ice, so that we could not get a sled over it  a t  all. Wo 
walked a long distance over it, but there is a limit to n~alkiiig expedi- 
tions, especially when you carrx no food with you, and hare to go baclr 
to  the sled to get something to eat. We went down liowerer until we 

, BAW Cape Constitution,, which was about 20 iiiiles oft’, I presume. 
~ 

Question. Twenty niiles to the southward from where xou went1 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. Did you take any obserrations there B 
Answer. I did not exltetlS tnlre the observations for latitude a: the 
rthest point we reached ou the coltst, but I took observations for lati- 

ude a t  a little island where we iuado our eucairipment, and I macle tho 
titude S10 6’. .- . 

Question. Am1 Cape Constitution is how far south of that 1 , 
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Answer. T suppose it i8 about 25 or 30 miles south of that. 
Qnestion. About one-half R degree 'i 
Answer. Yes, sir; a littlvless t l im that. 
Qiiestiow E€OW do SOU IillotV that WIS Cape Gonstitutiou 9 
Answer. We kuew it from the dcscrip!ion we liad of it. We were not 

quite sure at t,lrst time, l i o ~ v e ~ r r ,  altliougli Hails who was with 11s \Y:L~ 
the  same man who wits with niorton. He said it was the siinie place, 
but still we did not reg.wrd that as wiy  reliabk, inasmuch as  on c:an 
hardly expect a man to re1riemlit.r a place that hc Iras only been to OIICB, 
and that nearly 25 j-r:rrs ago. But coining clo~vu iu  the vessel me driftetl 
very slowly past that, aiid tlieii we had ail opportuuity to see it, aucl me 
knew it was the same place that, we had s e w  before. As 1 said, ou this 
journey we mere gone about, it week aiid then returned to the vessel. 

Question. Did yon go to what is called the Southern Fiord? 
Answer. Yes, we ra11 into that soirie distance-sorue twenty or t-iveiits- 

five miles. 
Question. Did yon fiucl how deep i t  mas? 
Answer. NQ, me could get no elid to it. We were stopped b~ ice- 

bergs. We co~ild not get the sled 
u p  at  all. On board the vessel not iriucli was done except to get the 
boats ready to start. Captain Builciiiugton ordered Mr. Chester aud 
Captaiu Tysou to be ready to start by the 1st of' May, I believe, aud 
then to start after that just as soou as, in their jidgmeiit, they thought 
they noultl be able to do anything. Tl~e two started early in June j I 
think the 6th. 111'. Chester started first wilh his boat, but lie did not 
get more thwn a mile above Cape Lnptou, wlieu he lost liis Sont. Ile 
ttieri returned, and as  he rct,iirnetl, Captain Tysoti started off with his 
boat. Mr. Clicster prepared tlic U[uglcman canvas boat, and started oil; 
TVitli tliat. After. they had a11 gone, Captain Sndtlington set the rest of 
us a t  work to try to get the resscl out. We sa~vetl the ice for one or 
two days thew, t i i id  at last got the vessel so that she would float. AS 
~ 0 0 1 1  as she iloslecl slie began to leak much worse than she did before, 
::rid we were coiiipellecl to  lieel) the little ougiue going. We took w trip 
out after me got the vessel adrift to try to catch u p  with the party that 
had goiie off in boats. We thought they might be half-'-way to the uortb 
pole by that time j not haviug heard anythiug from them, we tbought T V ~  
woulcl trx to reach them. We c6asted along aud got very uearly up as 
far as Cape Brevoort, but w e  fouuci t8he ice 1)acketl close and heavy. 
We scw?ral times ssilccl up and dourn along the edgo of that  pack all 
the way from the east to the west coast. Finding no chance of enteriug, 
TVC; returned. 

A fern days after t h e  return €rom our voyage, two men came over from 
~ r .  Chester's boat, m(i the3 told us that Mr. Uhester ~ i a d  gotten out of 
provisioiis arid wanted uiore. They inforined us that the boats were UP 
iu the mouth of Xewnari's Bay; that tlicy had uot beeu able to get rtuY 
farther, aIld th:lt there W m  a[)])iUWlltIJ' 110 prospect of gettiilg allj' 
farther. Captain Biddington thought if he coulti get both t,he crews 
back to the vessel, we mould be able to .work the deck-pu~np~ a11d kqW 
the ressel dry. He thoiight we mould be able to watch the opportmiitfY 
to  get north from the vessel just RS vel1 as from the ice-floe np  in Ne\\'- 
mm7s D : L ~ ,  ant1 Iline just as goocl c~iauce t o  get iiortli wit11 *tlie vessel 
as with the boats. So he kept thosc, two men oil board, arid seiit the 
rratiro Hans oyer with ;I letter to  Mr, Chestcr, telling him to rotnru. 

After a while tlie native returned with Dr. 13rssels, briiigiug a let- 
lar from Blr. Ohcster in which 1iu stated t h a t  tliey mould retnm m SW* 
8.9 they could get their boats dowu. I lu  said b y  wouiil wait there 

The icebergs rail riglit across it. 
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until the ice opened, and then they would bring their boats down t o  5ho 
vessel so as to save them. But Mr. (hester wrote ngniii and said that 
he wanted provisions, and tliat lie would like to hare at lcwt one of his 
men baclr. 

Captain Bucldington went out again in the vessel for a third time,, I 
thiuk,'and not finding atiy cbaitce to get the vessel in a t  Ncwmads h y ,  
he landed these two men up as near to Newman's Gur as hc could get the  
vessel, and then gave them sonie provisions to take ovcr to Mr. Ohester. 
He then told them to tell both Mr. Chester and Mr. Tgsoii to co~iie o ~ e r  
as soon aspossible. After a while Mr. Tyson :uid his crow came over, 
having left his boat over a t  Newman's Bay, and sliortly after that Mr. 
Ohester and his crew came over. After they 
mere all on .board me got the deck-pimps started and kept the vessel 
clear. We kept her clear a good deal easier then we thonglit we woulcl 
be able to do; and by dividing the whole crew into tlwee watches we 
were able to keep the vessel clear by pumping five or ten uiiuutes only 
in an hour. We did not do very much after that until w e  started for 
home. That was the 12th of August, and the reason give11 Sor going 
home a t  that time mas that the vessel was leaking, and we dit1 uot liuru 
more than enough coal to last LIS through t h e  wiuter. If wu had staid 
there our fuel for cooking and warming purposes, aud keeping the res- 
sel clear of' water, mould exhaust all tho cod duriug that wintm. 'I'heu 
the next fall, if we tried to get home w e  W Q L I ~ L ~  hare to trust to sail, nnd 
i t  mas not thought right to try& only to sail, as we might not tlmi Im 
able to get clomu j so it was conclucled to stsrt for l1o111o t h a t  i'all. On 
tlie 12th of August, nlthongli tlie ice looked pretty close arouud, still 
Srorn the top of the hill \vu could see the l e d s  of open water riiuning 
down to  Iieunedy Channel; and so we started. Wo got dowii to tliu 
mouth of Kennedy Cannnel, I thiulr, in one day. Then we nwe delayed 
a, little. I caunot recall every litrtle occurrence, but I rerneinber that we 
tied tip two or three times to a floe, and then started agnin. We were 
permanently tied up on the 19th of August. T/VQ started doivvn on tho 
west side ofthe channel, but our leads led us all thc time in towardjho 
east until we got to where the leads ended, aucl tlieu we got stuck. 
They kept ru~luing all the time toward the east. All thu loads jnst 
happened to be in that direction, and we took that direction thinking 
we could work out again. We were not able, however, to do it. After 
we got farther down, I believe 011 the 26th of August, we made ailother 
attempt to get out, but the vessel was not heavy enough to move the 
floes around. I thiuk that that was the only time where we ~ ~ o u l d  hare 
been benefited if we had had a Scotch whaler in the place of the Po- 
laris. They are heavier vessels, and iuore poweriul, and can move larger 
pieces of ice. They might possibly hare gotten out a~ that time, but we 
could not. 

~7Vedriftedveryslowl~clown through Smith's Soiiud, tied up toa floe. It 
was quite a large floe, and goiug down me built a house on the floe, having 
fouud a pond of fresh mater. We dug holes in the ice and stuck sinal1 
poles in, and covered them with the old awning that was 011 the vessel 
the winter before. We put 15 cwt. of bread in the house. That was to 
provide against any accident occurring 011 the vessel. We were just 
quietly drifting down. Sometiines we would drift a very short distance 
iu a, day. As we got fhrtiler down we driStec? quite rapidly, so that 011 
the 15th of October, the last time me saw the land, we were a little below 
Gale Poiut, on the west side of the strait, and were a little closer to 
Gale Poiut than to the opposite point on the east coast. !bat was the 
last poiut of land we saw. That will give a littlc idea of vhere thu ves- 

Mr. Tyson caine first. 
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sel was when the ice-party broke adrift. I am not certain whether it 
was on the 15th or late on the 14th that we saw Gale Point, but I know 
that was tlie last chance we had to place the vessel before the ice-party 
broke from us. 

A t  G o’clock on the 15th of October, one of the seamen came runiiiug 
into the cabiu and told the captain that the ice $as breaking alongside 
of the vessel. The vessel was fast to the floe on it,s port side. We 
weut out, and in a short time the ice on the starboard side of the xresscl 
all swept past, and there was open water there. Then, shortly after- 
watd there was ice there agaiii. Whether the ice c;me against us, or 
we swept against the ice, I could uot tell; but the ice gave us a pretty 
good squeeze when it came there, especially around the stern of the res- 
sel. I t  cracked the timbers a good deal, and tilted her up, arid, there 
mas some considerable chance of the vessel lieing brokrn. So Captaiu 
Buddiu@m ordered tliings to be thrown out on the floe. We threw 
everything out. We in tlie first place took our records out; that is, 
Mr. Meyer aud myself did. Then we threw orer everything that was 
on the deck. We had provisions, &so., piled on the deck for this special 
purpose, arid we threw them out on the ice. The pressure mas so great 
that it was breakiug 08 pieces of ice alongside, aud caused a space there 
to be filled with broken pieces. As we threw the things out there was 
danger .of their falliug through the ice, so a party was sent out to take 
these provisions away from alougside the vessel, and carry thciii back 
on t h e  floe, where they mould be safer. The Esquimaux had gone out 
before, and several of the seameu went out. No one was selected espe: 
cially to go out, only there was a general call for some m8n to go out 
there and  help to more these things, and these men weut out. 1 thiiilr 
a little after nine we had thrown everything out, but these ineu on the 
ice had iiot removed everything, because they bad not gone out as soon 
as we comrnenced to throw over. 

There were two hamsers fastened to the stem of thevessel, and one to 
the bow, and during the first part of the gale one of these stern bawsws 
was fastened to a cleat on the side of the vessel. The pressure \viis .so 
great that it just snapped this cleat right oft, and then both hawsers 
were brought to the ulaimast and fastened aromicl it. Then toward 
the close, about 9 o’clock, after a good many t,liings were ou the’ice, 
a€ter the boats were on the ice, and the men were on the ice, the floe 
that they were on began to break up ; that is, the edge of it. We sup- 
posed that the floe must have been broken just where our stern anchors 
were ill, and consequently the stern anchors drew, and that swung the 
vessel’s stern around and brought all the pressure on the forward hawser. 
Then the forward hawser seems tlo have slipped o d  As new as I can 
understand, this piece had been fastened on there a little c,:mlessly; a t  
any rate it slipped 0fi7 and that let the vessel get away. 

We soon lost sight of the party 011 the ice in the distance. 
Question. .Was this a dark night? 
Auswer. Yes. The moon was tryiug to shine, but it was not cioiug 

much. There was clrifliag mow and heavy O I O U ~ H ,  so t h a t  .we soon 
lost sight of theiu. 

Rnscver. Yes ; that is, as far as our party w a ~  concerned. It was en- 
tirely accidental unless some person n~aliciously cut the rope, which I 
have 110 idea was the case. We thought from the pressure beiug 60 

much 011 tho stern that the rudder was broken as well as the propeller. 
We did not liiiow exactlg what to do, but the two men were working 
the pump in tho a l l ey -way4  forgot to tell you why w9rkiqg the pump 

Qaestion. Tliis parting was wholly accidental then ? 
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in the alley-m%y mas necessary. The vessel hac1 been piitupcd out by a 
very small steam-pump, for v4Mi steam was ihade in the little boiler, 
that only required as  much coal :is a couinioii stove. After this lit)i,le 
pump had gotten ont of order, tlie eugineers were relz~iriiig it, and 
while tlie work of repairiug was goiiig on, the punq) in the alley-may 
%-as kept contiiiually going by four inen, who relieved each other. Af- 
ter we had drifted awug from our coiupauions, tlieg told ilie captniii 
they did not think they wero pumping tlie vessel clear, l~ecause it' did 
not suck; it used to suck occx4onally. The fireman mciit clown aiirl 
examined, and found the water gaiiiiiig very rapidly. TLne captain or. 
dereti the fireinan to get up steam so as to work the larger stcaiii-puinI), 
aud theu he started tlie deck-pumps. We worked t h e  deck-pumps for 
abont an hour, but still the water \vas gaiuiiig a little 011 us; ouly a lit- 
tle, however. In tho t hour the firelneii were able to  get up steaiii. Jost  
as \ve got up steam the water mas rtiuning over tho lire-room floor; but 
as soon as we succeeded in getting steam up, the steam-pimp kcpt the 
wsscl clear. The weather had mode- 
rated a great deal; the wi i id  had died away, arid the inooii C ~ I U B  ont a 
little brightcar, so tltat wc could see better. We coiilcl not do ai~ytliiiig,' 
awil so we sat  up in the rooin waiting for daylight. We  could nob get 
to ~leep, Wo had tliro\rn :ill our bedding away out of the cabin. W i c u  
daylight came 011 the IOth, wc foiiiicl that me n w 0  iu young ioc abont 
four or five miles froin thc sltore, ahd on the  east coast about two iniles 
above Li t t le tdd Islaucl. As sooil it got, to be daylight, so tlmt me could 
see p-ett,y 1~11, Guptain Biitltliitgtou seut Afr. Oliester 111) to tlie niast- 
head with R glass to liavo liiiii ascertain if ho could see atiy of 0111' coin- 
rndes mho llud iloated : w a y  froin us. I le came d o w i  ;\nil reported that 
he conld see a piece of ice nsterv of 11s ont iii tho straits ; tlint there 
mas something that loolrecl like barrels, or boxes of pro~isioiis, but ha 
coidd not see any sigiis of the inen. Tliat satistied u s  all. The rc'izsoii 
it satisfied LIS m a s  becmw we Iiuil ai1 idea that tlie wind clriftcd us away 
from them, and that tlie current nctetl against tlio wind, niid took them 
down, or at any rate did not 1)eriiiit them to follow UP, tho  coiisequence 
of which \T&S thibt there W;LS a great  dish^^ betweeu US. We lind 110 
idea at all that auy oiic could sec thrin. 80 when Nr. Chester came 
down and reported that he conltl riot see theiii, it just satistied o s  a t  
ouce that they were too far oli' t o  bo seen. That is the reason no one 
else went up  to looli. 

A breeze spr:tng up prettj- soon, n-hich broke up this p i i n g  ice and 
mado lanes throiigh w.hicli wc worked the vessel iiito the short'; and we 
rau her sgronncl. As soon as slic mas aground, a t  low mater, mo looked 
at the bow. The bwer part of the bow,\vos bro1;en off entirely. I t  was 
just Ij-ing alongsicle the port side of tlie vessel. It mas still fast, brit 
just bent around. We had thrown away a great dual of coal, but we 
l1ad four or five tons in the bnukers. Of course we coiild uot, with only 
these four or five: tom, I m l )  the ressol ailoat, aud so wo coucluclcd that 
the best thing that NO could do was to bnild a, lionso on shore. So we 
meut to xvork doing so. The v.atives came and helpccl us, aud in Sow or 
fire days were all un shore. The vessel ivas thou ubsncloiiotl. 1j;vcrg- 
thiiig valuable that was iu the vessel, beibro she was allowed to  lill t i p  
with water, was either talieu ashore or placed on the npycr deck, so th;it 
we could returu, and get it if n.o ~ ~ e e d e d  it. Xvergtliiitg that could bo 
used, in fact alniost till movables, of vliatever chariictcr they wm, 
were tskeu OK We tlieu lirecl in this house until the :h1 day of Jmie. 
Then we started domu iii the boats that  M i .  Chester had built vith the 
assistance of Booth and tho carpeuter, (Mr. Coffin,) out of the I'olnris. 

That was the11 about 1% o'docli. 

38 N 
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We started on the 3d of June. Can the 23d of June we had gone as far. 
as about twenty-five miles southeast of Cape York, and there we saw 
the Ravenscraig, aud abandoued our boats, and took our persoual effects 
mil walked over the ice to her, a distance of about eight or ten miles. 
We were received by the Rslvenscraig people very kiudly. That euded’ 
the expedition. 

Question. Was there auy other attempt made to ascertain if you 
could see the men on the ice except Mr. Chester’s going up  to the mast- 

Answer. No, sir; that mas all except mliat aperson could seefrom the 
deck. No one saw them from the deck. There were several looking 
froin the deck for them. 

Question. Didn’t mybody else go up to the mast-head 1 
Auswer. No, sir; not that I recollect of, and 1 thiuk I recollect pretty 

accurately about that, because i remember I reproached myself a11 winter 
because I did not do it. 

Qnestion. Didn’t Heiiry Hobby go up’! 
Auswer. No, sir; not tha t  Iknom of. He might have gone, though, 

but I do not remember that he did. We were pretty busy there during 
the remainder of the clay. He might hare gone up when I was not 
looking, b u t  I do not remember of auybody else but Mr. Chester. 

Question. MTonld you have been put to any inconvenience if you had 
picked up the lost portion of the cr8w with the provisions nud storcsY 
Suppose, for instance, tlie Rtores and provisions had been lost on tho 
ice, and you had ttnkeu back the men; would it have been at  all diilliciilt 
to have supplied them with provisious ’! 

Answer. In the first place me would have had to practice alittlc ecou- 
omy, and iu the second place me could not have been so generous with 
the natives. Otherwise I think we had the means to provide for them. 

Question. The men oil the ice had as much stores as you had, had not 

Auswer. I do not know. I could not tell. They had a great deal. 
Questiou. Did yon have aiiy intc>restiiig persoiinl adventures after you 

mere put 011 board tlie whsler to come home? \‘\Thy were you delayed 
so much louger thaii those who were 011 the Arctic in getting back? 

Answer. I could not tell exactly. The lZareiiscraig divided tliu crew. 
There were about sewn on the Arctic. The11 tlic nest  vessel tliry iiiet 
mas the Intrepid, and the captaiii came oil board, and they got to tallr- 
ing, and theii decided to pnt three on board the liitrepid. The captaiu 
of the Rakenscraig sigrriliecl which three lie wanted to go on board the 
Intrepid. Before that he had tried to malrt? 11s tlccide for ourselves mho 
shotzld go. We went on board the Iutrcpiel, Maucl-1, Booth, and myself. 
We remaiined there, I believe, until the last of August. Finally the Arc- 
tic got ready to go home. The Arctic claims that she ran the eusign 
up  signaling liw intention to depiwt, so ns to girc the rest of the fleet 
a cliaiice to send their letlers home by her, but the captain of’ the ship 
wc were on declares that ho did not sce it, aiid that he ivas watching 
him every once in a mliilc during the day, becausc lie thought that the 
Arctic was pretty nearly full, and that sho would.be going lionie sooo, 
as the captain is a iiian who alwaxs does gek home if lie possibly can be- 
fore the others. The captain’s name was Adqms. The captain of om 
boat did, not see him pat up the flag, but he saw him go up by the 
Ravenscraig, and saw boats passing between them. It was some dis- 
tance off‘, but then he had a very good &ss. He could not, however, 
stato positively whether our men lil~d gone on board or not. That was 
tho last \vu hoard of it, uutil we met some parties that llad’beon near by 

head that day? 

they s 
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or tha8t had been on board the Ravenscraig or tlie Arctic, and found 
out about it. They told us that the Arct8ichad taken the Rare~iscraig's 
people home. 

Question. Did the Intrepid make a course in a i d  about the same direc- 
tion as the Arctic? Did s o u  go over toward Parr>% $nualripment, or 
did yon go in a different ciirec:tionY 

Answer. No; we weut iu Priuce Regent's Inlet, down 011 the regular 
whaling ground there. We did uot go quit& :LS ihr as the Arctic. The 
Arctic ment up  past 3'nr.y Beach. They 1;inded there arid got ParrS's 
provisious, &so. We went n e s r l ~  ul) to Fury Geach, but did not see any 
particular use in going tliere, because there were no whales thel-c. We 
then ca81lle baclc. 

Question. Did the Intrepid get a good supply of whales? 
Answer. Yes; she got a, k i r  supply. She h:~d uiueteen whales when 

we ment 011 board, and she got five alterward, whicli made tweiity~fou~~; 
about 1G3 t u n s  of oil, while she could orily hold 170. So she did wry  
well indeed. 

Question. So s1.w did not lose anything on p i i r  accouiitY 
Answer. No: uot at all. Nobody did. The lhvc.nsornig did not lose 

ai~ythiug on our acconnt. Slic vxs, however, ulisuccessful, procuring 
oiily oue whale, arid that a clead one, producirig only three or Sour tons 
of oi I. 

Question. Did the captain go out of his way on yoqr account? 
Answer. No, sir j riot a pnrticle. He did not have to  lcave, eithcr, on 

our account. He could have 8t:iiil there as lung a8 he pleased as ftr iis 
me w BIT ci) u ver u ell. 

Question. Did the Eric liare aiiy of your p:irt>y on board? 
Ansver. We staid 011 the  1utq)rid iintil the 24th of August, mud then 

thc Eric got ready to 80 ~ O I ~ I O .  She ran :in eusigu. A s  soou as thitt 
was done the Iufrepid bore right down to her-not for the purpose of 
sending us liouie, but for the purpose of haring letters talreu. But after 
they had gottcu the letters, theu Uaptain WalBer, of the Eric, said, i' I 
am goiug hoine, a n d  if these Polaris nien mould like to go with me, I 
mill take them." Of course we wanted to get home as soon as possible, 
m i d  we went with them. 

C$uestion. How I I I L W ~  later did the Intrepid get in than the Eric? 
Auswer. About in-o days. 
Question. How rnncli 1:itcr dit1 she start 7 
Answer. She started a good while lam-. She passed Cape Farewqll 

fonr days betore we did. The reason OS that  was this: I f ~ o n  will reinmi- 
bcr, t h r e  was a co i i i~ )~ny  sent out to iliid smile niinerais ont in that sec- 
tion, aud tihe Brie mis chnrtered for the purpose. There is still cod 
them, SQ 01' 90 tons, aiirl tlie Eric, p,eiierally piits in there for fuel. So 
that instead of goiiig right a t~oss  Davis's Straits to run for Cape Pare- 
well, slie ran down the coast in order to 1riaBe Eseter Souud, but  m h ~ 1  
she came oI'qosite Exeter, she found that there was so ulucll ice tliot shc 
could not do it. Tlien the southwest or southrrlr brcczes couiineiiced and 
liept her up there, 80 that slie could not get out. She (lid not want to usu 
stcaw. Whulers generally try to  get home under si& In the first place 
tho  coiil'is pretty ~ 1 1  USCd up, arid then I h t y  uecd soale to work aronutl 
the coast of Scotlaud. SO she could not get w t  of there for a long time, 
and the htrepid got aromd Cape Faremell four dt%gS before she did, but 
the Eric got home a day or two ahead. That, however, is the was011 of 
our detention. 

Quest'ion. You mere treated well 011 board these ships ? 
Answr. Yes, very well indeed. 
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Qnestion. Was anything supplied to you by auybody ? 
Answer. The captaiu of the Iutrcpiil gave me a little clothing out of 

his chest, m c l  theu I got a pair o€ shoes froiii oiie of the meu. l'lie cap 
taiu said lie would liave that settled. 1 told hiin to send the bill in to  
tile American cousulate a t  Dundee. I have iiot heard auything from it, 
but I expect to. 

Question. Where did yon mess ? 
Aiiswer. Aft mitli the captaiii, mate, and tlie doctor. The othei 

men messed with the sliip's coinpaiiy. Iu tlie srcoiitl vessel the;. 
messed with tlie cook. They were giveu cabiu fiire on board the Eric- 
given everything they had iu the cabin, ouly they did not come there to 
eat it. 

Question. They all treated yon wqll, then B 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. Did you know of any di%culty betweeu the people on board 

t h e  Polaris a t  any time ? 
Aiiswer. Nothiug serious. There were dificnltics, of coiirse, but only 

siich as I thiulr ally crew ~ ~ o n l d  have mider similsr circumstances. 
Qnestion. MTas there a i i ~  cliilioult,y among the oficers-any difficulty 

,between Captain Hall and any of the ofiicers 4 
Answer. Kothing serious. They liad their little rows once in a ~ l i i l e ,  

bnt I never saw ;m~%hing that coiild be said to be at  all serious. They 
were just little cliiYirences, that was all. 

Qacstio~i. IXtl you ever, after Captain IInll?s death, Elcar aiiybody 
csprc3ss laiinself as glad, or as being relieved by Captain IrIaU's death, 
or anything of that lciiid 'I 

Answer. I could iiot s:ty that I did. I do iiot reinember niiytIii~ig 
positive.' 1 heard th:it soiiie pcrsoiis said that others had said so, but I 
do not remember tlmt aiiy one ever said 80 t o  me. 1 have often heard, 
liowerer, that persons had said so. 

Question. Wlio did you hear 11:id said so? 
Aiiswer. I heard that Uaptaiu Budclington had said so j that Dr. Bes- 

sels had said so. 
Question. Wli;it did you hear t l i q  said Y 
Answer. I caiiiiot reiiioiiiber tho exact morcls j it was expressiiig relief 

as  though they had been under some kiucl of restraint which was not 
p!easmt, niid tlicy mere glnd i t  m a s  over. 

Question. Ilow mas the discipliiie of' the ship wliile Captain Hall 
I i p l  Y 

Ans~ver. It was very cfl'ective j that is, if nnyihing i w s  wanted to  bo 
donie, it was sure to be (lone. Captain Hall, 1 think, was a very bind 

Question. Prettj- good disci1)linariaii ? 
Answer. I could ]lot say tliat j I do uot think that  he had very mnch 

executive talent; but I lritom that mhilc he livcd he had order and what 
woulcl be called disci~)line-tliat is, evcrthiug he wanted to h a w  doue 
wns ilono. 

Qdestion. Was anything clone t l i n t  he did not order ; was anything 
doue tliat was iu any form a violatioil of' the spirit of his wishc~s 4 

Answer. 0 , 1 1 0 ,  I IliiiJlc not, cxccpt t c : ~ ~ p o ~ ~ i l y  that caficof .MI.. JJeyer's; 
that  was at Disco. He refused teinporaiily to. do what Captain Hall 
wanted him to do ; but, that WLS owing to D misunderstaudiug all round. 
It was settled afterward. 

Question. Bow was the discipline after he died? 
Answer. Well, i t  was r?. good deal easier-that is, there ma8 inore 

freedom, but I th iuk  everything that mas necessary to be done WZM 

I do not linow that there are m y  others. 

ulan. 
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clone. Captain Buddiu$on was rery easy with euei-y 0110. He tried to 
get along without having any disturbance or row. I think I can say 
very safely that everythiug tlmt was necessary to be done W:LS done. 

Question. Was there any difficulty between Captain Bucldington and 
Captain Tysou of any kind ? 

Answer. No j that  is, 110 difficulty in regard to the business on board 
the ship. 

Question. Did their relations appear to be cordial between each 
other 

Answer. Yes j after some leiigtheued conversation, lmliaps, there 
wonlrl be a want of some little cordiality, but aftw a &oyt time they 
would be very friendly. 

Question. Do you knonr aiiything abont whether Captain Buddington 
ever got drnnk 7 

Answer. 0, yes j he clid get druiik, but iiot very often. I conld not 
tell you how many times he did get drunk, but occasionally he wonld 
get so. 

Question. Was that before or after Captoiii Hall’s death 1 
Answer. Both. 
Question. This night that  you got beset fiii:zlly in the ice, in the miil- 

dle of 1l;ennedy Chailncl, was lic dimilr or sober1 
Answer. 1 do iiot lmow that 011 the night that me finally got beset 

that  he was, but I Biiow that in coiniiig dowu there oue night he w:is 
drunlc. 

Question. Drunk enough to incapacitate him from duty a t  sll ? 
Ausmer. I do not lmom. It is pretty hard to tell. 

they arc drunk c:m do a good deal better than when they are sober. 
Qnestion. Was that the: case with Captain Buddingtoit? 
Answer. I do not linom. 1 cannot tell you. I did not tliiiik a t  tlie 

time that he was doing ari~tliiiig out of the tray, and I do uot h o w  
anything that he did out of the way. Of coiirso I believe it would Ilnvo 
been a great deal better forliim if he had beeii sober, because I do iiot 
approve of people get,ting drunb. Still I do not tliiuli that at any time 
his getting dr11nk incapacitated him from doing his work or interibretl 
with the service. There is one tliiug, liomever, to be said regarding 
Captain Buildington, mid that is that everybody has beeii saying he was 
drunk It is true enough that he was c2i8unlr a t  times, but i t  must bc 
taken into consideration that very few glasses mill make hini drunk, a i ~ d  
it is hardly fair, therefore, to talk so much about his being druiik when 
110 really did not drink qnite as much as ~ o m e  others did. If 110 took :L 
couple of glasses they would go right, to hi8 head. Of course lie did iiot 
(lo right3 in gettiug drunk, but I thiuk he is blamed a great deal more 
for i t  t l~an  lie ought to be. 

’ 

Some incii when 

Question. Did anybody else get drunk ? 
Answer. Yes, there were several that got drunk. 
Question. Where did they get the liquor 
Answer. Liquor was on board the vessel, put up under the head of 

4‘ hospital stores.” 
Qnestion. Did thcy take i t  while Captain Ha11 was alive ? 
Ans\T-er. Yes. 
Questiou. Did they steal it? 
Answer. Yes, they stole it. 
Question. Did aiiybocly IZUOW when they took it t 
Answer. In a closet in tho cabin there was some liquor t<hat t,ho doctor 

had stored :way there. I frequently saw a, pcrson with a Bey that lie 
hac1 for that go in and get it. Then there were other liquors stored in 

They took it axid drmk it. 
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other places that they got into and got out less openlx, because, of 
course, the place where it was kept \vas in a niore reniote part of the 
ship. When Captaiu Elall was alive 1 do uot think the oflicrrs took 
much, but I think the men forward got a little, though I nerer saw any 
of them drunk a t  all. 

Question. To what extent do you suppose that liqiior TWS used? 
Ausmer. A good deal of it was used toward the last wheli other 

material was used up. 
Question. After Captain H:dl’s dcatli was this permitted? It is a 

question of discipline. Were officers permitted to g~ a i d  take liquor 
aut1 get drnnk 9 

Of course when the officers 
dicl go and take tlie liquor and did get drunk, ail that could be dolie IWS 
to accept the fact, aricl keep them quiet aotl get tliein to bet1 as soon as 
possible. I do not tliiiik that Captain Buddington ever authorized the 
use of liquor in any ~ w y .  

Question. If‘ he dit1 iiot authorize it did he permit it ? Did he try to 
stop it 7 

Answer. I do iiot tliiiilr lis made any very strenuous cfYorts to stop it. 
I do iiot know, bccause I b e h r e  that the oiily way tliat i t  could I1:iv.e 
been stopped bx a, person who mantecl to stop it was by takiug all the 
liquor on board the vessel and throwing i t  overboard. 

Question. Who was it that took ttie Doctor’s liquor in the cabin? 
Answer. I hare seen Mr. Schurnatin take it. He mas the engineer. 

He made a key to that door. 
Question. Did the Doctor Bnom that he hiid the Box ’I 
Answer. No, sir; not that I Biiow of, I knew it. 
Question. Did m y  of the oKicers get driidr ~vliile Captaiu Hall was 

alive so that he knew it after they started from New York? 
Auswer. I do not know. 
Question. Did t h i s  habit of taking liquor :~nd getting drunk happen 

during Captain Ilall’s Me-time, a i d  did he know it? 
Answer. No, sir ; I do iiot think tlio oficrrs, dmiug Captain Hall’s 

life-time, took the liquor. I never saw anythiiig of it, aucl never heard 
anytluug of it. ’ 

Qnestiou. Then that matter of ta!ring liquor by tile officers was after 
Captain Hall’s death B 

Answer. Yes, as far as I liuom, but I know Captain Hall  used to miss 
liquor, becansc I remember of his opening a box of liquors and fiudiiig 
a bottle or two empty, but it was exl)laiued afterward where that weut 
to. 

Questiou. Where did thst, go ? 
Aiiswer. The nieii took it. ‘l‘tiey crept in through the shaft of the 

engine, and up through there after the liqnors. 
Questiou. Theu, from your statements, you did riot know of’ any of the 

officers taking any of tlie liquor aud drillking i t  while Oaptaiu I-Ialllivecl 1 
Answer. No, none of the ship’s liquor. 
Question. After he died, if aiiybody cvaiited liqnor, coulrl they go and 

get i t  t 
Answer. No, if allybody wanted it he could go and get it-that is true 

enough-but such a one had to watch his chalice in order to get it ; hiid 
to steal it, in other words. The liquor was not atany time puton the table 
except at Christmas, wbeu wehad a little miuc 011 the table, and at New 

’ Years, and such festal days :is that, they liad bottles of wine out on tile 
table, but each one oiily had about ;I glass itrouud. There was no time 

Answer. 0, 110 j nothing o€ that kind. 

I do iiot remember any other one. 

It \vas not Iriiowii at the time. 

en any om could go and get liquor, uuless he stole it. 
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Question. TThere mas tlie liquor kept 1 
AIISWW. It was kept iu diEerent places. Some of it I say mas stored 

in this closet in the cabiii, and a good deal of it down in the hoId--do\v~i 
in t h e  lockers iu the hold down aft ; and I tl ihk Dr. Bessels had some in 
his room. 

Question. Alcohol 1 
,\rswer. Alcohol aud other liquors too, I believe, but I do not kiiow 

positively about-that. I lruow he had 8oine alcohol, because he showed 
it to me. His bed N ~ S  fixed up so that below his bed there was an open- 
ing. I know that he showed me some a l ~ ~ h ~ l  that lie had stowed away 
in there in his bunk. Then, besides that, there was some liquor in the 
main hold of the vessel down with the rest of the provisions. 

Question. A t  the tiine wlieu you separated on .the ice was Captain 
Buddington druiilr or sober? 

Answer. Sober. 
Questiou. Did he destroy the liquor that was left after you got up 

beyond Littleton’s Island himself ‘4 
Ausmer. Well, I thinlrhe did it himself, but I do riot lrnow. He might 

have got soiiiebody else to do it, but there mas some alcoliol left, and one 
or two got tight, and theu  Captain Buddington said there \vas 110 use in 
this thing; that if we had to live there we must h a ~ c  sober iiicii to live 
with, and so he just went t o  mork and destroged all the alcohol he could 
find. 

Question. Did the dodtor make any remonstrance about that 9 
Answer. I do not believe he liuew it. I t  was tlie only may of doing 

it. Wc, could iiot expect to have it around lhere aiid the men uot gctl 
a t  it. I believe the doctor did medicate several of his caus-put in 
them some tartar emetic. 

Question. When you separated or1 the ice on that night what bccme 
of your records ? 

Answer. I put them out on tlie ice the very first thing. 
Question. What did they consist of P 
Answer. Astroiiomical observations that I had talicn up to September 

5th of that year; also the magnetic obserratioiis; that is, the observatious 
for the rariatiorrs of tho maguotic needle, which were coiitinued hourly 
for about four months. Besides which they contairied all my dip obser- 
x-ations, and all for absolute determination of t he  variation j all tlie obser- 
vations that I had macle for that purpose, and theycontaiiied, also, soine 
oluserretioris for relative intensity and for absolute intensity, mid I think 
it few for the absolute d ecli u :&ti ou iiia d e wi tli thc ni a gu etoni eter. IT11 cy were 
a11 iu the box. Among other things there was a collection of platits. 
I had several specimens ofewry species of pltiiits tliut were found there. 
I tliiiilr 1 had one plant thilt Dr. I3essels dicl iiot have in his collection. 
He had t h e e  or four grasses tliat 1 did not have ; but 1 had a little plant 
that he dicl riot have. 

Question. Wllat \vas i t? 
Auswcr. 1 do not 1w)w what) tho iiaine of it was. 
Question. Were Dr. Bessels’ siived ‘i‘ 
Answer. Yes; everjtlihg that 191.. 13rssels had was saved, except a 

very iew papers. I u  fact, I .do not Iriiow t l ~ t  auythiog of his mas lost. 
Question, What observatioiis did yon take ; a h a t  mas your work t 
Answer. Astronomical, magnetic, aud yentluluni observations. 
Question. And the records of’ all these wwc lost? 
Answer. All except the pendulum observations, mid tliose Dr. Besscls 

Question. Have yon any means of reprodncing aiix of the more im- 
took charge of. 
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portant results or data of this series of observations? Rave t h y  gum 
out of your mind ? €lave yon made any reductioris Y 

Answer. I have not been on very nimy cliii'ercnt points, that is, of 
any particular importance, except when a t  our winter-quarters, a i d  t h e  
two points that I visited on the sledge.jouriiey. The rest of iny obscrva- 
tlons merely gave tbe position of the ship as she was drifting cdown. 
Thcn the magnetic observations-the absolute \T~rii~~tioi+--I havc got 
that,; tlw,t is, approxii1iatelS. I worlred np a few of the observations, 

Question. SlinII you bc able to work out any facts in regard to those 
matters that are riot provided for i n  Dr. Bessels' kibors? Have you any 
data ? For instalice, liave you the IWXIIJS of' sewiring auy data in regard 
to  the 1)liS~iCill condilion of the North that Dr. Bessels has ]jot got iu 
his papers: or that yon have not already communicated to Dr. Bessels, 
and of which he has macle use, or can ni:ike use '! 

Answer. When Dr. Bessels and 1 weiit down on thatr sledgejourney 
to tlie south, after we separated froin our sled me wallrcd, and 1 carried 
the theodolite. Then the obserwtions that I made at that time- 
that is, the beariiigs of the diflercnt places for the cletc~rmiuation of the 
positions-were placed clown in Dr. Besseis' jouiw~l  by himself. I took 
them, auci h e  worlrecl with me a n d  placeti them do~vrn. That little 
work-it did not atnoiirit to  mneh-it was o111y three 01' ~ O L W  poiii t s  t h a t  
it W i l S  iiitciided to est:iblish--but i~11 these beilriligs that I took c~ependeci 
for their value upon tlie hciglit of a ~iiountniu iiem by. The height of 
t h a t  uroiint;tiu Dr. Bessels lias uot got. 

Qncstion. Have 3 011 
hsiver .  It is only from my memory j that is all. 
Question. Haw you any c1:it;a that  mill t r i d  to perfect or improve 

the iual, tlist tlie Ilydrographic Orice l i : ~  mtlde from Lbr. Gessels' obser- 
~ - -  

vations% 
Ansn.ar. No; I l ime given thcm all the iiiformatioii I liarc O L ~  that  

subject. 
~nc~s t ioo .  ~ ~ i a t  is t h e  c~iaracter of tho prolberty in tlic :tpp,aratus 

and  innteri;tl that was ta1;en ashore fr0111 the Polaris to your winter- 
quarters on Littleton Islalid? Have you mado out a t  all D l ia t  of tho 
jnstruriierits that mere saved ? Were all the instruments s w e d  and re- 
moved froin the vessel? 

The transit instroinents and 
tho peuclrilum insti niiients mere s:ivecl, Iwsidc: tiio chronometers. 

It is iiierc~j- froin ineyory. 

Answer. No ; not all tlie instr~iineiits. 

Question. hiid what  was lcbft on bocird'6 
h s w e r .  No instrunicnts whatever. 
Qnestion. ,Or records? 
dns~wr.  None. 
Qnestiou. You removed everything '4 
AIISWCT. Yes. 
Qnestiou. Did yon bring off with you, when p i i  emborkecl the follow- 

Ausmcr. No; t h ~ y  mere left behind. 
Onestion. Did the Tigress bring back soriie of these things? 
&ismer. No j they did not f i n d  these instrumeuts. 
Question. What becaue of them? 
RIJSWW. They were back :I little distance iulaiid ; perhaps :I quarter 

CJuestion. IXdn't you tell the Esquirnaux ? 
Answer. Yes j the Esquiniaux were right around, saw us put them 

tl:erc, but then the Tigress had no uleaus of finding ut16 where they were 
except by htwviewiug the natives, and they did not stay long onoagh 

ing spring, all these things, or did you leitvu some boliiud? 

\ 

of' a mile from tlic lionse. 
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for that  purpose. I tliiiilr I can answer there is not much there. We did 
riot leave anything valuable. The log that has been spolieu of, that 
was preserved, n m  the log t l i a h  Mr. Ohester wrote. He founcl ltc 
h : ~ l  made a mistake in the lirst one; that he had left out a dar in it, 
or soiiietliing of that kind, and so, instead of correcting the mistake, he 
started a now o m  aiid copied the whole thiirg up to  that date, pnttjng 
in the day he left out, Then he kept on writing the log. Ho h:id two 
large books. Then he condensed these two large boolrs iuto a log-book, 
that he brouglit back here, and these two large boolrs were bnricd n.hcu 
we left the house, with t h e  instruments. Tlie old log, that hnd bwu 
copied twice, vas left linoclriug arouiicl the house. 

Ausmer. I presume that is the oue that was brought, because tlac 
other two were casefullg wrapped up in oil-silli ant1 put in the trunk with 

Question. It iiever occurred to you, I suppose, that  a vessel might be 
sent up to Sour winter quarters 9 

Answer. As our tiroe of' abseuce had not expired we had no reason 
t o  suppose tliat tlic Goveriiineut mould seud a vessel to o w  aid. 
we tirought they might do such a thing, but conolntled the bcst thing 
for us  to  do T V : ~  to  look out for ourselves. As so011 as we fourid, by 
goiug on board the whalers, that the otliek party was piclred up, we weru 
theii certain that a vessel .woulcl bo setit out. 

Question. Would it have been better for yon to lime renriaiiicd uiitil 
the Tigress caum u p  ? 

Aiiswcr. Ido uot lrnom whether we could liarc rcniniriccl t'trerc, 1 hnt long. 
It would ILRTTC taken pretty strong discipline to ~ : L T * C  Ircpt soi~ic of tlw iiieti 
there. If there had been a certsinky of R vessel wiiiiiig, possibly i t  ui&C 
have been douc. You see i t  wonlcl be two niontlis tlrwnn a~my, bccnnee 
duriiig those t ivo months we might have rcaclicd tlic set~lciiimiis, 
whereas, by staying there two moiiths, aud uo vessel comiug, w e  iuigbt 
uot 11itre readied the settlements. 

Question. Were not you oxposed to considerable i1:znger by sea ? 
Answer. V e  liad not been, u p  to the time v7e were lbicl;ecl up. It 

is true, the morst 1)art oi our jouriiey for our boats reiiiaiiied to be golie 
tlirolagh with, bemuse, as you come doli.11 farther south, you rncet with 
less ice, and consequently hare  heavier sea, ~lrene\-er tlie winti blows. 

Question. 310 you kiiom what becaiiic of Calltaiu IIall's j oa~ i id ' ?  
Answer. After liis death all his tlocaments werc? pnt iu a large tin bos, 

and kept, there, and that box WW, pat  oil tlie ice with the other things. 
Qumtion. You rernember tlmt B 
Auswer. I did uot see it actuslly put out, but the nian mho had charge 

of i t  (Mauch) told me he put it out, and I believe hiin. 
C,lueation. After Oaptain Hull's death, was there it formal examination 

of his efl'ects 1 
Ans\xr .  There was not. 
Question. No sealing up or taking of tin inventory, or anything of that  

kind 'i 
Auswer. Woiie that 1.know of. I reinember the clay Captain l3uclding- 

ton looked oror his things. He looked in a11 the diflerent places a ~ t d  
aroiuid tho difkrent cleslm, and put ewrything in this oiie box. IIe did 
it there in the cabiu. 

Question. Have you any idea that OtLpttdn Halt died from %usthing 
but iiatursl causes 9 

Answer. No, sir. I have no reason for believing otherwise. I be- 

Qnestiou. Tliah was probably brought in 

these other books. 

There was no foriidity about it. 
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lieved at  the time he died €rom natural caiises, and I have had no reason 
to change my wind since. 

Question. Have you seen this chart that Meyer made 9 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. What general criticism have you to make in regard to that?  
Answer. I think he has got Cape Coiistitutiou a little too low clown. 

I think, also, that he has got too great space betwecn Franklin Island 
and the islaud four or five miles oft’the west coast of Kennedy Channel. 
Then the coast above Cape Constitution, and betweeu that poiiit aiicl 
the southern shore of the southern fiord, is iiot very accnrete, accordiiig 
to my recollection. The reasoil of that is that Mr. Mejer was uever 
there. This was traversed by Dr. Bessels and mpelf. 

Just on the promontory represented on Meyer’s innp between Ke19 
nedy Chanuel aucl the southerii fiord there is another small fiord, which 
runs in for about twelvc miles. I did iiot go iuto the fiord. Dr. Bessels 
melit up to the top of the fiord. He told me it was about twelve i d e s .  
And there is ailother small island besides tlie one represented ou tlie 
map near the shore a t  that place. It mas on that island I took thc ob- 
servaiiou, and made the latitude 810 05’ north. I mver was on the land 
above our winter quarters farther thau a day’s walk-just s little above 
Cape Lupton 011 this high land. 

I do not ~ U O W  of any other criticism I liave to make 0x1 the general 
outliue of the map. I was not on the laiitl myself higher north thau 
about Cape Lupton, as I have said, and so my knowledge of the lay of 
the land above that is only general. 

Question. What sort of animal life did you find up there on the land? 
Answer. We brought iti rabbits, foxes, musk-ox, and there were quite 

a number of little lemniings ruuiiiug round. We noticed their peculiar 
track ou the snow in the course of the winter. We did iiot h o w  what i t  
mas for a long time, but wheu the spring came we caught a great many. 

Question. Aiiy blue foxes, or all white ? 
Answer. I think we only got oue white fox up there. That is all I 

have any remembrance of. 
Qnestioii. Any wolves “ j  
Anuwer. There were reports of wolves having been seen, but I think 

it is very doubtful. 
Question. Any brown bears Y 
Answer, None. 
Question. Aiiy wliite bears 1 
Answer. The doctor fouud a white bear upon this fiord I was tell- 

ing you about, which extended twelve iniles in. He found a white bear 
there that Joe killed. That is tho only bear we met with on the expe- 
dition. 

Question. Any white partridges ? 
Answer. Yes, sir; quite a good many in the spring. 
Question. Did you kill many of them, arid eat them 1 
Answer. I never had but oile mess. I do not know liom many there 

were. They had a good inany meses, I believe, wheu the doctor and I 
were gone ou the sled journey. 

Question. Any white owls P 
Answer. There were nom caught. I believe Joe saw one. 
Question. Any hawks ? 
Answer. I do not know exactly. I never saw a hawk that I am 

Question. Any eagle 
&mer. None. 

aware of. 
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Question. Rug sea-gulls? 
Answer. Yes, a great number of gulls, of different kinds. Wo used 

to see the burgomaster. That is the large gull. Then we saw what, I 
think, are called the ‘~s~tll lon~-tai1s.~~ That is theBnglish name for them. 
They were white on the lower part-the belly-with a kind of grayish, 
bluish t i n t  on the back. 1 do not thiuk the top of the head wad black. 
I think both the feet and bill were red. They may have been the Arctic 
terns, but they were called ‘ 6  swallow-tails.” 

Question. Did you see any sabiue gulls ? 
Answer. Yes, but they mere not common. I killed one, and Mi*. 

Mauch killed auotlier. 
Question. Did you see a small gull about the size of a ssbinc gull- 

white gill, with a black riug around his ueck, and with a wedge-shaped 
tail-,no central tail feafher ? 

Answer. No; we saw quite a number of the gull-chaser. 
Qucjstion. Did you see at iy  whales ? 
Answer. I did not see any whales until after wo got into Lancaster 

Sound--uot what they called whales. Some people c d l  nar\vhds whales. 
I think we saw uarwlixls first arouiid Whales S O U U ~ .  

Question. How fitr riortli did YOU see them ? 
Answer. I do not think we saw them liighor than 770, perhaps 7740. 
Question. Did you see any walruses 1 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. How high did you see them ? 
Answer. Where we wintered the last time-about 7SJO. 111 regard to 

those narwhals, when we dilfted donrri iu the ice through Sruitlr’s Sonud, 
in a hole of water, we saw two fish come up. Captain Buddiugton said 
they were narwhals. I remember they went- out after them to shoot 
them, but they disappeared before they could reach them. Mr. Chester 
said thoy ’were narwhals, If they mere iierwvhals, then we saw UariVhals 
a good way above 7740. Tlmt was about 790. 

Question. Were the walruses very abundant? 
Answer. The uatives seeiiied to catch quite a number; aud in the 

spring we could see quite a iiumber 011 t’he ice. 
Question. Did they catch both sexes, or ouly inales ? 
Answer. They caught females, because they oue day hron:ht a little 

embryo walrus for us to eat.  the^ said that they llod gotten it from tho 
imide of a walrus. 

Question. Was it good B 
Answer. We did not have courage enough to cook it. It was almost 

too young. 
Question. You are sure that you saw males,. also? 
Answer. I do not think I would kiiom the dift’erence. 
Question. You fouuil no fish of auy kind up iu Kenuedy Chaiinel 7 
Ariswc~. No; we saw seals all tlro way up. 1 saw the salmon on 

board tlie whalers. That CTHS pretty ~vell down. We did not see auy 
fish O S  aug kiiicl in Polaris Bay. We tiicd several tiinos to catch fish 
by throwing lines overboard, but we did not succeed. The sea was full 
of shrimps, and there were soulo medusa jelly-fish, but they mere riot 
so very numerous. 

Question. Any clams, or shell-fish1 
Answer. No; me did iiot see any. 
Question. Do the seals lire ou the shrimps? 
Answer. I could iiot tell you that’. 
Question. Were there birds in sight during the winter? 
Answer. No. 
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Question. During neither winter? 
Answer. The last winter we saw them very late, and very early. I 

do not tliiulc we saw tliem exactly in the middle of the wintey, but we 
saw t h e  ravens very late and very early last winter, and I suppose theS 
stayed there all the time j but nlietller they did or not, we have no author- 
ity for saying. I will stiite tlint very early, mlieii the natives welit ont 
to linut ilie seals, they fonnd these dovelries. They told us it \vas their 
custom to learn their young np there oiie year, arid tlie old ones woultl 
go home. The ones born there ~ o u l t l  reiliain oiie winter, but ever after 
that  they would go home. That is all I know about it. 

Question. Is that probably bea:wse the old birds change their plumage 
in  the viiiter, aud look like youug ones% 

Answer. No; tlie iietives could not be cleceivccl in thnt w?y. 
. Question. This (exhibiting a map to Mr. Bryan) is a map of Hayes’ Ex- 

pedition, published by the Smitlsonian Institution, January, 1865, iu 
which he has h i d  down the highest positiou that h c  reached, a t  
.Cape Lieber, aid in going up this sledge jonrney to Cape Lieber, on the 
westeru shore, lie states that he saw tlie open polar sea of liane, just as 
it mas laid down i n  ICane7s chart, ani1 when he was liere at Cape Lieber 
lie saw nothing but open water to the eastward. Now, when yo11 \T*C~C 
goiug up, north of C L L ~ C  Coustitutiou, and as ihr riorth 8s Cape Liebc;., 
did yon w e  the land on the right-hand, to t h e  east? 

Answer. Yes; froin the time we entered Kennedy Channel we saw 
land on both sides of the chaiiiiel all the way up. Wlieri ivc? got to lati- 
tude 8 1 O  20’ mc wwe in such 8 position that tlie east coast shnt in on tliu 
vest  coast, SO t1i:it we thonglit we  were in a bay, but after goiug a little 
farther north me opened out ltobeson Channel. 

Question. You see the iiosition of Cape Coiistitution, as 1iIid down on 
this map, is just below latitilde 810, aud between longitude G P  atid GGO. 

What lalid do yon place there instead of the Cape Constitution of l<nne ? 
Answer. Well, I could not tell yon exactly what lmd, and I do riot 

Imow about its being in that particular longitude, but iii that  Iaiitiide 
there is land there t h a t  I do not thiuk is Cape Constitution. I could not 
tell yon what land it is. We ucver gave any name to it. 

Question. Wlien you were on that island in 810 Y, did you see the 
Cape Uoiistitutioii of Kane? 

Answer No. When we mere on that island, we vere riglit behind a 
head-land. We liad to go around the head-laud aud cowe down to an- 
otlier cape, and then we opeued out ;I cape to the southward. 

Question. When or1 that islaud you could not see Cape Constitution, 
but you could when you went to the southward1 

Answer. Yes. 
Question. What latitude did yon reach when you went south on the 

land 1 
Answer. I think probably we went seven or eight miles. 
Question. What latitude did 37011 reach 1 
Answer. That would make it a little below tho latitude of Slo-a very 

Question. Did you see what you recognized as Kane’s Cape Coustitn- 

Answer. Yes. 
Question. Where was i t ?  
Answer. It was still to tlie south of us. We supposed it to  bo about 

from twenty-five to thirty miles; nut directly south, but iii a south- 
easterly direction, I think. 

Question. Was tho land continuous betweeti you aud it 9 

’ 

few miles. 

tiou tlieii? 
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Answer. Yes. 
Question. Was there any open polar sea there, between you and i t ?  
Answer. No. I tliiiik not. There \vas jusi h bay that meut round. 
Question. 
Answer. Yes. 
Questiou. Did Efaus recognize this laud to the southward as the place 

he had been at before t 
Answer. A t  tirst he did not j but he seemed to a€termard. 
Question. Is ilie land that you saw to the southward OS you, then, the 

saute larid you recognizecl as Oape Constitution, when you came down iu 
the ship 7 

Answer. Yes. 
Questiou. Did you see Franklin aud Crozier Islaud off it? 
Auswer. Yes. 
Questiou. Conld sou see Cape Lieber from Polaris Bay 9 
Answer. Yes. We could sec i t  all the time, aiid even in the winter t h e ,  

wheu the in0011 shoue. I will state that uear where Hayes laid down 
Cape L. Vou Buch there is a island in the chauuel, four or li\7e wiles 
i‘roiii the western shore, n-hich is not laid domu in Heyes’ map. 

Exainiuation of witness being concluded, adjjonmcd to meot on Pri- 
day, becimber 2q, 1S73, at ll o’eloclr a. m., at the same place. 

Was Hans with you then 7 

a 

FRIDAY, December 2G, 1573. 
Board met pursuant to adjonriiinent. 

I n-ns boPn in Ccrinany. I am twenty-Sour years of age. I sailed with 
the Polaris from T’C’asl~ington iu the capacity of a senmau. I welit from 
Washington to New York, aod fi*om New York to New Lonrloii ; lkom 
New London to St. Johus, and from St. Johns to Pislreruaes j i‘noiu Bis- 
keraaes to Holsteinbnrgli j from IIolc;teiubnrgh to Disco j from Disco we 
sailed to Uperuavik, and from Tipperiisvik to Tessiuisak j fiom Tes- 
suisalr for the north. 

During tlie whole progress of the voyage I kept my own private 
journd, which Captniu Hall dirccted iiie to keel), and told uie to lieel) 
it in iny-own ~ t y ,  and to put into it everything I thonght. proper. That. 
journal I have hero. It is contairicd in these two books, whieli I nom 
produce, written iu Euglish in my omu hand. It was mritteu, as a gen- 
eral thing, from day to day, but sometimes two or tlirec clsys were writ- 
ten atu one time, wlieu 110 particular incideut happened during the inter- 
~ a l .  It coiitaiiis everything that happened, as far as i t  impressed itself 
on my mind, aiid gives my opiuibiis :&MI ideas frcely. In it  will be ibund 
a I ~ ~ L I C ~  more rletailed account than 1 am UO\T able to $ire from momory. 

Question. Can you remember the day when you leit Tessujsalr ? 
Answer. I tliink it mas 011 the 24th of August, 1871, about one 

o’eloclr. W d  passed Capo Alexander on tlie 27tli j siglited t1i:rt at first 
a t  three 07cloc1i: iii  the ut’ternoon. After that wt? strizcli tho COII~SC over 
across Cape Frtizier, :tiid went over along thc west coast, aiid went as  
far north as the ice permitted us to 820 26’; afterward corrected to SSO 
16’ by Mr. Moycrs. 

Question. What did yoit (lo on bo:trcl the ship “d 
Aiis~ver. I kept the jonmal of Captain buddingtou after Cwtaiu 

IIall’s death, and before Cap,taiu ~ a i i 7 s  cleath I kept Captniu lIal1b 

Exaniimtion oj’ Joseplb B. Mauch. 
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journal. Besides my  other business I acted as captain’s clerk. I lired 
in the forecastle during Captaiii Hall’s lifetime, and afterward until about 
the time of the return from tlie boat-journey. Then I went into the cabin, 
because it \viis liaudier. The 
captain said, 6‘ You had better live there?’ Captain Hall told me sev- 
eral times during his lifetime to go there and sleep there, becanse he 
needed me j n  the cabin. I had to go 
there every day. But a t  last I refused to go, for fear it might rn:tko 
some disturbance among the eeiimen. They did not like me to leave. 

Question. Do you remgrnber when you passed Cape Constitntion ? 
Answer. I do not remember the exact date, but I think it  vas on the 

29th. I remember having seen it when we passed it. Captain Hall was 
on deck pointing i t  out. 

Question. How did you Bnow it  was Cape Constitution? 
Rilswer. Because i t  was poiuted out to me. I recollect that  I saw the 

islands in front of it. According to tlmt I took it for Cape Couslitntion, 
and Morton and Hans both stated that it w a s  Cape Coustitutiou. 

Question. What was  there beyond t h a t ?  Did the straits still COII- 
tiline up Y 

Aiiswer. Yes j up to Kennedy Channel. 
Qaestiou. Did you see any open poIar sea above t h a t  ? 
Answer. I cannot say 1 did. Above qennedy Chmnel  we came to a 

bag, which we afterward called ‘( Polaris Bay.” We sailed on up through 
these &traits then, arid came into the bay. A t  that tinne we could not 
make out i t  was R bay, because we mere unable to see the east coast. It 
was foggy, if I recollect riglit, all the way up. I reineinber that I could 
not see the east coast a t  t h a t  time. The nest clay, however, I saw it 
agah, a11d we had go118 farther north by a considerable distance. We  
went up through this bay, :tiid we found what was called by us ‘6 Itobe- 
son’s Str~tits.~’ 13Te went up irito those straits. 

Question. How near through 
AIiswer. As far as  I could see. We had not clear weather at that 

time, and therehore I cnriuot say how fBr. 
Question. Wbj- did you not go fhkther than you did t 
Answer. We got beset. They intended to go farther, as far as I heard, 

and Captain Hal1 celled a council of the officers and i t  was decided that 
tbey would go farther north. Dr. Uesscls7s counsel wiis accepted of going 
over to the west coast, as navigation would be better there, and sledge 
journeys, too. They tried to go over to the west coast. Captain Bud- 
dingtoii did not like to take that l e d ,  because he IVV;IS afraid that he would 
get beset, and in the ermiug we did get beset in the channel. Weclrifted 
for tl1rec dafs. 

Question. Before you got to the west coast did Captain Hall make a 
landing? . 

Aiiswer. Yes, sir; lie made a landing on the east coast V 
Question. More t,liaii once “4 
Answer. He made a lariding on Cape Prazer. I tliink i t  mas twice he 

made a lauding. E tliinb he went tliure first on the ico, and tlte second 
time with thc! boat, but 1 :)In not certain about it. He went to look for 
a harbor. PIe f‘ouiid otic to suit him, but wlien we tried to get there the 
ice closed. It c a m  iiito the harbor :ud me conld not get ill. JIe called 
it L b  Itepnlse I I a r b ~ r . ~ ~  It is above Capo I h z e r .  

Question. Was this the Gay before yon tried to go ac ro~s  the straits, or 
the mnie clay B 

Auswer. 1 do not remember whether this landing of Captain Ha11 was 
t . h  aaiiw day we tried to cross the straits, or the day before. 

I had to  take observations continually. 

He  had me there continually. 
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Question. M’hen you got beset in the ice did you put provisions out ‘B 
Answer. Yes, sir j we did so Sor fear the ship moiild be nipped. We 

drifted domu with the current. I tlihilr we were in the ice two or thre0 
days at that time. I tliiiik the dates are in my jourual. The first open- 
ing occurred at Polaris Eay where the bitsin widens. The ice gave ~i-ay 
aud the consequence mas me could reach tlie east coast. We then put 
into Polaris Bay. We made a harbor there. It was then decided to go * 

into winter quarters at that place. I do uot thlulr we were tliere but a 
day wheii Captain Hall said he would go into wiutcr-qu:~rtcrs, be- 
came going up I hat1 to work in the fire-room, piid RS soou as  me got 
there and Chop~Jed anchor, Uaptain Hall called itie up aud said niy work 
mas doiie there (iu the fire-room) forthefuture. So Itliink he conclutled at 
tliat time that he \~ould make winter-quarters a t  that point. We lauded 
provisions 011 shore n ~ i d  put up au observatory aud weut iuto winter- 
quarters. After that tliore were sledgejournc.ys seut out. There \vas 
0110 wit down south, Dr. Bessels ani1 Mr. Chester. Mr. Chester was in 
command. Then Uaptaiu.Hal1 made a journey himself. 1: tliiuli he left 
on the 11th or 12th of October. He was abseut until tbe 24th, I believe. 
He rcdxrned at that time and was taken sick. He was gone abont two 
weeks. I saw him when lie c a m  back just before he stepped into the 
cabin. I had soine little coui-ersation mitli him. He asked me ho\v I 
had got along, and I told him very well. I had to keep a record during 
his abscnco and I gaveliiiu that, atid hc said lie mould look atitto-nioIrow, 
or so j that he was tired then. LTe said that he m a s  tirccl :ind it was 
pretty cold. That \T”S about all lie said. I rciiieinber of haviug said to 
hi in “You had ahnrd tinic ofit ;” and he said “Yes.’7 Then hewelit, into the 
cabiu, a i i ( ~ 1 ~ ~ a s t o l d a ~ t e ~ ~ ~ r a r ~ t h a t  he WIS talicn sick. I was not there ;It 
the time he was takeii sick, butshortlysi‘terivard I.wentin to seehim, to see 
mhat, ivas tlie matter with him. I thiuk it, was Pllr. Morton mho tolcliiie ho 
was talren sick. 1 saw hiin wheu 1 went in ,  bdt he did not say miich. 
When I wc.nt iu he mas just niidressiiig, a i d  they mere putting him to 
bed. The next n i o r n i ~  I heard that he mas iu a very bad state. I did 
not say angthiiig to him when 1 went in. He \ws very much occupied 
tben. I thiuk Dr. Bessels was there; and Mr. Mortou j ~ h o  mas iindres- 
sing him. I do iiot rcruciuber who else. 

Question. When yon first went in ma8 there anything in particular 
that  you iioticed ? 

Sus\ver. No, sir;  nor did I bear anything eitlirr. 
Question. Did gou know anythiug abont hie tirinking coffee Y 
Answer. I heard that he had beeu diinliiiig coEee, but I did not re- 

gard it, as anything extraordiuary. I thought that it wis very i 1 : h m h l  
for him to take COEW after he caiuo back. 

Question. Had the men been taking coff’co then, or t~liout that time; 
I mean the men on board the ship t 

Auswer. No, sir; they were not taking cotfee a t  the time. It was spe- 
cially prepared for Captain Hall, or, rather, for the party that ~~eturiwd. 

(huestion. What appeared to be the matter with hiin when you saw 
hini ,  aiter he was taken sicky 

Answer. Hc seeiiied to hive been ~omit ing just before. That, is all I: 
Irnom. He did not say anything. He got suddenly wqrse diiring the 
night,. I l~eard lie wtbs unconscious then. I iiever went 111 when lie was 
very bad. I do iiot recollect the precise date when I saw hiin after tbat, 
whctlier i t  was one or two dags aiteiward, but 1 tliiiik i t  was two (lq s 
afterward--may be one day. 1 saw him itgain, :uid he was riq+ sensibla. 
Be seemed to be v r r ~  weak. The nieu always seut me there to  ask him 
how he was gettiiig aloug every day, and 1 inquired overj- morning, wud 



618 REPOET O F  THE SECRETARY O F  THE NAVY. 

he was always very inuch gratified by hearing from the men. As long 
as he was well 1 remailled in the cabill. I had to remain there. And 
oiie day he dictated to iiie about that report that lie left a t  C:qx Bree- 
Tort. I copied that dictation afterward. Joe aiid Hms had shot a seal, 
end I could not get clearly their story, and he  was there aiid liad them 
both tell me. He asked them to do so. He was v q -  sensib!e then. 
That was a few days before he died. 

Question. Was he out of his head at  all during his sickness ! 
Answer. Yes, sir j but I imw saw him when he was out of his head. 

It geiierally came on clpring the night. 
Qnestion. Did he, accusc people OS trying to  kill him B 
Auswer. I never heard it, but I heard others say so. I was only there 

wlien he sent for ine to  do work, and that was wheri he was most rational, 
Question. Did he accuse almost everybody of wanting to Isill or poison 

him ? 
Ansmer. I do not lznow tlizt. He seemed to accuse those mho were 

around him a t  the timt;. For instaricr, sometimes I recollect Mi.. 3ieyer 
told me that he woiild ask him to protect hiiii, and tlie next mor~i ing be 
~~oi i lc l  call him a murderer or sotiiething of that Iriiiil, claiming that he 
maiiteil to talie his litie. I 
vas with him the day before, in the nnoriiing a t  10 O~C~OCB, and heard 
his last words-that is, wh:Lt 1 thought were his last. words, a i d  I tliiilk 
they were. Ile only said that he was going to get 
up and go out. Captain Buddingtoil said “ p i 1  cannot do that j lie ilo-w~i,” 
aut1 lie liopt him quiet, and kept caiY all esciteineut frow him. I did not 
like to see hirn sulferiiig so. lrle was sufibring vcry much that d q .  De 
was bwathing very hnrcl, and was iii :b half niiconscious state. He T V ~ S  
in a sort of stupor. 1 heard that he was so all (hy, aiid all that night 
until he d i d .  I4e died in the morniiig about 3 o~cIocI\-. 

Qiicstion. Did you ever have any idea that he died aiiytliing b u t  :I 
a natural death ? 

Auswcr. I lies-er liad any other idea. 1 did not have any other idea 
then, and h:we not now. 

Question. Did. he :tt any time, ivhcn he ww apparently in his right 
mind, accuse m y  one of wailtirig to iu,jurc hiiii 1 

Answer. No. He  never did when he was in his riglit mind. He never 
said anything dmit anybody. With 
regard to the mediciiie he received from tlie doctor, 110 aslted iiie a t  the 
time what it \vas, knowing that I midrrstooel soiiietliiug about it. It mas  
sulphite of iron that the doctor gare lilul one clay f ~ r  his stonnnch. He 
asked uie what i t  was, and I told him how it was prepared, and every- 
tliirig about it. He  ~s l ied  me what a dose was, and I think I took 
tweury drops, SO as to assure liiiu tliat it was not a t  all daiigcrous. I 
took it right iu front of him whore he could see me do it. He was coil- 
tent, an$ took it after that. Tho doctor had ordered liini to take only 
five drops. He aslied me wliat a dose was, and I told liiiii about twenty 
drops for a grown person ; aiid I took the tweiity drops to shorn him that 
I w‘iis uot athid to do it. After 1 took the twenty d i -op  he was willing 
to take five. 

Question. Dit1 you ever hear anybody express hiinself as relieved by 
Captain IIall’s dcatli ? 

hnswcr. No, sir j I think not. I do not recollect that an-j-body ex- 
pressed theinselves in thah may. Nobody ever did iu my heariiig. I 
liearil others say that they hail heard such remarla, but I heard nothing 
of tho kind. , 

1 was riot present with him when he died. 

I am not certain. 

I was present, a t  the funeral. 

It has a liiiid of inky taste. 
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Question. 1 1 0 ~  was the discipline of the ship duriug Captain Hall’s 
lifetime 9 

Answer. Hewas strict, but rery good and h d  to everybody. He coln- 
mandeil respect from evergbocly, and he paid every one his clue respect. 
The discipline was good, so far as I linom, during his lifetime. I do not 
know that there \vas much clifference after his death. They never en- 
forced the strict rules about putting the lights out, aud thiugs like 
that, after his cle:itli, but we just lived on as they do on board a whaler. 
Captain Budtliugtoii commatided respect for himself, and everybody 
paid him the respect that mas clue hiin, with the excepbion of some of 
the officers who thought probably they mere a little higher, mid had 
more right to exercise command. 

Question. Did yon keep Captain Hall’s journal for him4 
Answer. I did not keep his. I kept my own, and he always took his 

from mine j but he neverwrote w r y  much in his journal. He only wrote 
every fern days. There was not much writing by him. Duiing his dis- 
ease he made m e  copy that which he had written. 

Question. You spoke of this record a t  Cape Brevoort. Had he it 
copied oE‘i 

Answer. Yes; he had it copied off with pencil, and lie dictated that 
to me, and I-mote it. I wrote it in the cabin on a piece of foolscap 
paper. I have seen the copy of the record in CapttLiii Tyson’s examinn. 
tion. It is a true copy. I myself wrote down a copy of i t  a t  the time. 
That was spoiled in some way or other; some ink got spilled on it, and 
I put i t  in my pocket, aud kept it in my pocket until last winter. I had 
forgotten I had it in them. It was an old coat that I had put aside, and 
last winter I took the coat off, because I did uot have anything else-any 
clothing. So I had to take that old coat, aud in the pocket of it I found 
the old copy from Cape Breroot. Iintendecl to take i t  back, but I did not 
do it. I have since intended to bring it down here froni New York, but 
having seen the same thing in Captain T y ~ o n ~ s  examination, I thought 
i t  hardly worth while. Ile dictated to me from the original, vliich was 
in pencil. I put  that dictation among his records, and they got lost. I 
had them all together, but that other piece of paper found in his writing 
desk was the original paper from which he dictated to me. H e  had 
brought that with liim from Cape Erevoort. This dispatch, as published 
in the original report is correct. I took it before I left New York, and 
coinpared it with the copy I had. It is the rery same. 
‘ Question. After Uaptain Wall’s death what was done with thew pa,- 
pers 9 

Answer. a i s  papers were put in a large tin box. Captain Budding- 
ton gavo them to me to put in there. I selected every one I could find 
to put it in. A t  tho time we got separated from the other party I hod 
these papers. I took care of them, because I wanted to save them. 
They were Captain Hall’s papers, and I wanted to preserve them. I 
therefore put them out on the ice, and told the men to put them up on a 
high point that  was there. I put them out myself. I do not know 
whether they were put on the high point or not; but I told them to put 
them there. Everybody mas in such a hurry that.  probsldy nobody 
heard me spealriug about it. I went out there myself afterwards, but 
I never got that far out, because I had to carry provisions from the ship 
to a point a little farther on7 then another piclied them up and took them 
still further. 

Question. Was there any regular examination of these papers in 
having them sealed up after Captain Hall’s death 7 

Answer. No, sir, no formal examination; there ass no inventory 
39 N 
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made of them. I do not kuow whether any of Captain Hall’s papers 
were destroyed or not, but I do not believe that any one has been 
destroyed, because I never missed any j and I lmow what the papers 
were. Evesy 
thing was put way.  After Captain Hall’s death Captain Bnddington 
took command. and I still acted as his clerk. 

Question. 
Answer. We broke adrift from our winter quarters, and merit as fafar 

AS Providence berg in a gale of wind. I do not think the ship wa8 
damaged a t  that time, but i t  is my opinion that she became damaged 
on the 27th of November, when that ice-berg moved in. I think she 
got crushed then. I cannot tell how much she was damaged at that 
time. Nobody could. We could not see so as to  ascertain. She did 
not leak a t  that time because the water was all fiozeii. She got on to 
this iceberg and laid fhere all the rest of the winter. We got away in 
the following summer. I think it was on the 27th or the 29th of June. 

Question. Were any more attempts made to go north duiing the %-inter 
while you laid there 1 

Answer.. There was uo attempt made because w e  had open water out 
in t h e  straits, aud we could not go over the land. . Captain Hall proved 
that in his jouriiey, and after his return, he so spolie. He said that we 
could not go over the land on account of the deep ravines, across it and 
$he rocks. And he said there was no snow on the kmd iii niany places. 
H e  said, therefore, that he should try to reach the west coast, the follow- 
ing spring; and go up on the sleds, and go up farther. Duriug %he 
winter we had open water out in the straits and no ice, and thereforeno 
atsterupt was made to go north, because .we saw we could only reach it 
in boats. That is what we supposed, that we could only get north in 
boats. We had open mater, even in April, and I thiuk iu May. 

Question. Iu the middle of the straits ‘4 
Answer. Yes, sir; and up at Cape Lnpton. It was close 011 to shore, 

and we coiilcl not get around the third cape norhh of us on account of 
the open mater. There was no icefoot, and we could not travel over tho 
ice on foot. In the spring two boat expeditions wsresent to the north and 
they mere gone some six weeks, and while they were gone we started wikli 
the Polaris three times to get north. We supposed the boats to be 
about Cape Union-what we called Cape Union. It is a little farther 
than Bayed Cape Union from where the land turns north 011 the west 
coast. ‘,We found, however, that we could not get north with the Po- 
laris. The ice mas stretching across from Cape Sumner up to the west 
coast. The result was we never got uorth. Then those mho started on 
the boat journeys returned without the boats. They could not get back 
wihh the boaks. We theu loft Polaris Bay on our way south. I forgot 
to mention the expedition that was made down south during the winter 
on the sledges. Dr. Bessels and Mr. Bryan and the two Esquimauxcom- 
posed the party that started on the expedition. 

Question. When you got out with the Polaris to go south how was the 
ice then P 

Answer. As far as 1 could see toward the north there aas.all ice, and 
when we got out there was so #muoh ice outside of Polaris Bay that we 
thought she would not get through towad the south. We tried a? sev- 
cera1 points to get through. We looked toward the north and we saw 
nothiug but ice. We were satisfied the ship could not get north then. 
We had not much coal, arid Captain Buddington &id not think it advisa- 
ble to go any farther. This was in August. The ice was not as open 
;&8 it had been the iwevions year. Wo tried to  mako our w bo 

No part of his journal was destroyed as far as  I know. 

What occurred after that of importnuce ? 
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southwart1 then and got jammed in the ice. Vc’e first got beset oljposits 
that island ou the west coast. I do not recollect tlie name, bnt not far 
from Cape Constitution. It is about; 
in the middle of the straits, if I recollect aright, nearly opposite Cape. 
Constitution. It is a little Partlier north. We drifted I think for about 
il; day and night. During the night Captain Buddiiigton tried to get 
through the ice. He  started fires again and tried to get through, but 
did not succeed. The next day we got out into open water. There mas 
a little open mater to the south and we were able to steam ahead until 
me got fast into the ice again a t  the north end of Smith’s Sound, near 
t h e  south end of Kennedy’s Channel. We remained fast, drifting south. 
We made several attempts to get out, but we could not go anywhere, 
The ice was closing j12 on us and we could not break out. 

Question. What took place 9 
Answer. We drifted down a little south of Cape Alexander, and got 

a gale there. The ice broke off that night in a heavy gale from the 
south, and the vessel got jammed and got nipped, and we pitched every- 
thing on to the ice. That was the 15th of October. We had built a house 
on the ice before this. 

Question. You were still fast to the same floe that yon iiiacle fast to 
up in Smith’s Straits Z 

Answer. I do not know whether it was the very same or not, because 
we changed our position several times. I do not think it mas the very 
same one that we made fast to first. We tried several times to get out, 
and succeeded in going to the northwest, probably a mile or two, amd 
then we had to make fast again, and could not get any farther. We 
made attempts to get out of tho pack, but could not do it. 

Question. What caused the ship to break adrift that night ? 
Answer. It was the gale that drove the ship off. The anchors came 

out. That is, the floe broke right wher6 the anchors were planted 
in it. 

Question. Were you all on deck when i t  broke adrift Z 
Answer. I was not on deck ; I was in the cabin fixing up illy box. I 

had two boxes of ,clothes that 1. had just put out, or rather gave Mr. 
Bryan to put out. When he came in I was just wrapping up some 
books-Captain Buddington’s journal arid my own. That is all I had. 

Question. Did you hear Captain Buddington order the provisions and 
stores to be landed on the ice a t  that time? 

Answer. He ordered the provisions to be landed. I think i t  was at 
seven or eight o’clook. It was pretty early in the evening. We did not 
break off until nearly ten o’cloclr. We had the boats out already, andwere . 
holping over things. I was out there when they put the boats farther out 
on the ice. Then I went aboard, and the next minute we drifted off. I 
went on board to get the books. I had everything else on the ice. 

(Juestion. Then the separation was accidentnl ? 
Answer. Yes j entirely so. A number of people were left on the ice, 

nineteen, I think, and all the boats and sleds. Tho ship drifted to the 
north; that is, she drifted uutil the next morning. When it becarno 
clear me found ourselves in a bay-in what we supposed to be a ba.3’. I 
It is above Littleton Island. During the night we had to pump the 
ship. Soon after the separation Mr. Schiimann came up, and said that 
if he could not keep her free nom, she would have to go down, because . 
the water was above the platform and already in the fire-room, and 
nearly extinguishing the fire. He succeeded in keeping her free with 
the steam-pump. In the morning, when we found ourselves in this 
bay, m o  sailed in. We only used m a m  to round ~lr certain point of ice. 

That island has no name, I think. 
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Wc did Mot have coal ciiough to start steam; that is, to got enough 
steam for the propeller; only enough to pump her, and just to give a 
few revolutions of the propeller: so that we could round the point of 
ice. That wc could not do with the sails alone. 

Question. Did you see any of the ice-floe that you had been fast to ? 
Answer. No, sir. I looked Sor it Srom the deck, but could not see it. 

I loolred all t,hat morning when we went in, aud that forenoon, and 
looked about noon, but saw nothing a t  all. I mas told by several that 
there was a black point there that they supposed was the provisions, 
,but that they could not see any men. They gave me a glass, but, al- 
t%ough I have as good eyes as any one, I could not make out anything. 
I did not go to the mast-head. Those people that told me about the 
provisions were always seeing something when they wanted to see it. 
Mr. Chester went up to the mast-head, and was up there continually as 
far as I remember, \vi& a glass. He  sa^ nothing of them. He thought 
he saw some provisions, but nobody with them. Then we r:m the ship 
ashore. The stem was broken o€f below the six-foot mark. I could 
not see anything of the lower part of tho stern. 

Question. Was her bow open then ? 
Answer. I never saw that the bow was open; 1 never B ~ W  it, because 

the ice was all around it, and frozen, 
Question. Where did you suppose all the water came into her? 
Answer. Forward, a t  the bows. I h o w  the water got iu there from 

hearing it down in the fore-peak. 
Question. Bare you been brought up as a seaman? 
Answer. No; I have beeu a druggist. I passed my examination 

in New Pork, in tho College of Pharmacy. I have not had a seaman's 
experience. 

Question. Is it your opinion that it was necessary to run the ship 
ashore to keep her from sinking? 

Answer. She was run ashore and remained ashore, and we left her 
there. We left her a, few days afterward, and built a house. We 
felt that  it was necessary to abandon the ship j that we would never 
get her out again. I thought so when we came down. I n  fact we knew 
tha't we could not get out of the ice and snow, that we did not have 
coal enough to steam ; and I have been told that we could riot proceed 
with the sails, and I do not think myself we could have from what I 
saw. We built a house and remained there during the winter. The 
Esquilnaus came to us and assisted us. We were on friendly relations 
mitli them. They remained there, off and on, during winter. They 
built snow-houses and snow-huts around our house, and remained there 
in that way. Sometiines they went down to the settlement and remained 
there. Men and women and children, all together, were with us. And 
I think we had as many as 101 a t  different times. 

Question. Were they there when you left the ship? 
Answer. No ; they c a m  the next day. We thought it was the party 

whom we had left OIL the ice. 
Question. TVhen you left the ship in the following spring were they 

still there B 
Answer. There were some-a few. There was one family that lived 

with us alI winter-that was there-and another family that had come 
back fourteen days before that. 

Question. You lived comfortably during the winter in the house 1 
Answer. I could not say we lived very comfortably, but we could not 

expect anything else nuder the circiunstances. 
Question. Comparatively comfortabIy 'I 
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Auswer. Yes; in the spring ITC began to build boats, and in those 
boats we left for the South. It was the 3d of June that we left. We 
all left a t  t h e  same tiiiie, taliiiig with 11s what 11-e conld car13-. We left 
behind us some potatoes, pork, and dried apples, and some bread. We 
did not have rery much bread. We did not burg those provisions, but 
left them outside. We left in a liiwry. Those provisions were canned. 

Question. What did you do with the ship’s log-boolis, and other 
pa1m-s ? 

Answer. Some of the log-boolis were buried. The old log-book was 
buried. Mr. Chester wrote anew one. IIu copied the old one into a 
smaller one, that it would be handier for carrying, and he took. that 
along. Tho old log-book mas buried, and the iustrmueuts also. Soinc 
of Captain Hall’s books were also. 

Question. How \vas the place inarkcd ~vliere they were buried? 
Answer. I h a w  not been ul) tliere inyself, aiid*I do iiot know. After 

we started we mere in the boats from the !?d of June uiitil tlic 23d 
of June-about thrce weelrs. We soinetiines slept in the boats and 
sometimes on the rocks. It was w r y  cold. The first tiiiie we had heavy 
snow. I recollect that when we were on Halrluyt Island we ivere cov- 
ered with snow. We managed to lieel) warm by getting under the 
blankets and gatliering moss together. IVc had a corering over tho 
boats, but we did not sleep in the boats a t  that tinm I do iiot l~now why, 
in fact, bnt the covering \vas uot inade up  until we were on IIalrlnyt 
Island. We slept 011 the rocks, iiot or1 the ice. We kept close i n  to the 
the Island. Hakluyt lsland is close to Nortthiunberland Island. 1 should 
think i t  mas abont four miles f$om it. We went on until we got around 
Cape York, and were piclied tip by the Itaveuscraig, by wlioiii we were 
kindly taken care of. We were then trailsferred to the Intrepid and 
then to tho Eric. We then reached Dnndee, and from there canie here. 
Mr. Bryan aud Mr. Booth mere with me. We all came together with 
the exception of Mr. Bryan, who remained there a week. nc had aleare 
of absence. 

Question. I n  Four jonrnal you say that! you saw Northiunberland Is- 
land before yon broke loose? 

Answer. Yes; I saw it’ on the 14th, when i t  was clear. Wc were a 
good dc:tl south of Cape Alexander; I recollect that rery well. The last 
point we saw on the west coast was Gale Point. That is the point 
we were nearly opposite then. 

Question. How long wasit after you saw Gale Point before you drifted 
down and saw Northumberland? 

Answer. We saw Noortliumberlaiicl Island a t  the same time, when me 
irere apposite Gale point. 

Question. How high is Northninber1:ind Island? 
Answer. I think i t  is about 1,500 to 2,000 feet high. 
Question. You had got to the south of Cape Alexander, and had seen 

Northumberlaud Islaud ? 
Answer. Yes, outside of Cape Alexander. There is one thing I want 

to say about the observations that were tn,licn up thoro the first year by 
Mr. Myers. They mere brought back with the records by the doctor, 
if I recollect right. I do not know whether yon have the correct,ions for 
the barometers-the barometers that mere used. I have some of tho 
observations taken, b u t  have not corrected them. I think you can get 
the corrections oat of iny observations. I can send them down here. I 
did not bring them along, because I did not think itwas necessary until 
lately. 
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Question. What papers have you now that you kept of the expedi- 
tion ? 

Answer. Nothing else J now know of except these two journals, and 
those observations-the barometrical and thermometrical. 

(Mr. Mauch was desired to produce the observations referred to, and 
he promised to do ‘so on his return to New York.) 

Question. Do you remember the day when the Polaris was farthest 
north B 

Answer. Yea. I was on deck. 
Question. What did you see wheu she was the highest iu latitude? 
Answer. I. saw she could not get any farther. There mas ice ahead. 
Question. What did you see on your right hasd? 
Answer. I did not see anything on my right hand, because it was 

foggy to the eastward. I think I saw land to the left. That was when 
she was up a t  820 1G’ i  Occasionally we have seen land on the east 
coast when she ws  at the highest northern point. 

Question. How high north did you go yourself’! 
Answer. I went as far as Cape Sumner-not quite. 
(Mr. Mauch produces chronometer of the Polaris, numbered L L  1381,’, 

Question. This chronometer went out in the Poliiris 7 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. Has it been going ever since? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. Had it stopped at all t 
Answer. Yes, it stopped at one t ime in the boat journey. I think it 

Question. You mean in the last journey 1 
Answer. I ham heard it stopped $hen. I am not certain about it. 
Question. What became of the other chronometers ? 
Answer. They were left up there. That ie the only one brought 

Question, Have you wound this up since yourself? 
Answer. Yes. Mr. Bryan set it again, off Cape Kater, on the west 

and having on it the names of L L  T. S. & J. D. Negus, Sew York.”) 

did. It was not in ourboa,t. The doctor had it. 

away, I think. 

coast. 

Examinatiow of Jolm TV. Booth. 
I was born in Lancaster, Zngland, in 1848. I am a machinist by 

trade. My first voyage to sea was made in the Polaris. I joined her 
in Brooklyn. I went in her from there to Greenlaud,, stopping on the 
way a t  Saiut John’s, Fiskernaes, Eolsteinburgb, DISCO, Upernavik, 
Kingituk, and Tessuisak. 

Question. Did anything of consequence happen on the way there 9 
Answer, There was only a little accident that happened to the engine. 

One of the nuts of the reversing link came off. That is all. The blow- 
olY pipe gave out at Saint John’s. Otherwise the engine worked well. 
From the last place I mentioned we went up north without much diffi- 
culty. We stopped a t  Cape Frazer, where Captain Hall went ashore. 
Then he cameback, and we went on without much difficulty until we got 
stopped by the ice. That, I think, was the 4th of September. We were 
then in latitude 820 26’. I was in the fire-room at the time. I was on 
deok a little while. I 8a,w nothing but ice j no watep to the north. I 
saw plenty of land on both sides, both east and west. 

Question. Was that mhiIe you were in Robeson’s Straits ? 
Answer. Yes. 



REPORT OF THE SECRETARY O F  THE NAVY. 625 

Question. Was the eugine in good condition then. 
Answer. Yes j and we could have gone on had the ice permitted. We 

had from one hundred and teu to one hundred and twenty tons of coal. 
In  coming along up Kennedy Channel and Smith’s Sound, the propeller 
mas making about sixty-five turns. Not being able to get any further 
north, after some little delay, w0 went into Polaris Bay for winter quar- 
ters, arid secured the ship there. On the 10th of October, Captain Hall 
started off on a sledge journey, and returned on the 24th of the same 
month. I met him whon he came back at the observatory. He said he 
was glad to see us all again, and he seemed to be in good health. He 
said he enjoyed his journey very much, though he was a little tired. Re 
then went on board of the ship. From that day I did not see him any 
more until I went into the room when he was dead. I knew that he 
was sick. 

Question. Did you at the time of his decease- have any idea that he 
died from any other than natural causes8 

Answer. No, sir. Even now I believe he died a ‘natural death. 
Question. What happened during the winter about your ougine and 

your machinery? 
Answer. We took her ell down so as to put her together in the spring, 

and saw that everything was all right, ready for the ne’xt spring, to go 
north. I had that work to do while I was t4here, and was engaged in 
making things for Captain Hall’s sledgo journcg. 

Question. What did you do diwing the winter after you took the 
engine apart B 

Answer. I did nothing specially. I occasionally helped tho men if 
there was anything to do. 

Question. Did Captain Buddington take comrnilnd after Captain 
Hall’s death B 

Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Was there any trouble during Captain Hall’s lifetime on 

board the ship, that you know of 4 
Answer. None that I know of, 
Question. Any after his death 0 
Ansmr. No, sir. 
Question. How was the ciiscipliue of the ship while Captain Hall 

Answer. Excellent. 
Question. How was it after hi8 death 7 
Answer. Very good. I know of no serious difticulty ou board. I had 

nolle with any person. 
Question. How long did you remain in Polaris Ba’y 8 
Answer. We remaiiied in Polmis Bay until the 12th day of Augtist. 

I forget the day exactly that we went to the north, but i t  mas some time 
in July, 1872-that is when we made the second attempt to get a 
passage np. We could not get any farther than the south point of 
Newman’s Bay, on account of the ice. That was while tho two parties 
were awaylon their boat.joumeys. Wemade a third attempt, but hiled, 
and $hen w@ lay in Polazis Bey until the 12th of Aiigast, whon we 
turned to the souiihwmd. The boat parties had not at $hat time 
rdurned. One CPBW arrived just a few 5dqys 
bsfoxe we started away. 

Question. Oould you bare gouo north at that tiim with itho ship8 
Answer. No, sir. There was too much ico iu Bobason%3 Straits. 

Nor oould IVO h w e  gone north at; any time tlftc4p Dhat. When ve &got 
into &he ice we drifted to tlw southward, and could not push -our way 

lived? 

we bad sent for them. 
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up north. We driited to latitude 7S0, the lowest point, I believe. We 
were then fast to the ice-floe with hawsers and anchors, while drifting 
down. 

On the 14th o i  October, in the evening, the storm commenced, and 
the first thing I knew, while I was worliiiig in the fire-room, I heaxd :L 
crash, and tlie ship reeled over and almost capsized. I was called on 
deck, and when I got there was ordered to the pump. We had no 
steam on a t  that time, mid had had none for three clays. The small 
pump mas  worked. After being sent to the punip 1 was called back 
again and ordered to get the things ont of the forecastle, and throw 
them on the ice, as the ship mas in bad condition. Captain Budding- 
ton ordered me to do so. While doing that he sent me away back to 
the pump and there I staid until the ship was away from the floe. She 
had been leaking a good deal for two or three days before. We were 
a t  first using a little steam-pump that me had there to keep the water 
out, but t h a t  broke. down, and while I was repairing i t  they used the 
little hand-pump. A t  the time she knocked against this berg, and 
reeled over, she leaked worse than she did before. 

Qnest.ion. While you laid up in Polaris Eay did the ship take any dam. 
ago there from the ice that would have been likely to have 1nade her leak ? 

Answer. While she was lying on that berg her stein gave may. 
She craclied and there was a very bad place made in the bow, 
which we found out on the 23d of June. We could not find it out before 
on account of the water coming in and freezing over. When tlie ice melted 
away in the spring, we found out that she was leaking. Before, we did 
not know that slie Iiad received any damage. When the leak was dis- 
covered I mas aslicd if I could take off the plate a t  her stem by the water- 
line six-foot mark, as she then was so much out. of the water. I said (‘ Yes,” and took it off’, and found one of the seams of the plank had 
given way. We piit 2% lead patch over the cracked portion, and then I 
put the plate on. 

Question. Was the stein craclied ? 
Answver. Yes. On the port side there was a place that we coulcl uot 

get at on account of the mater. That we could uot fix and never did fix. 
1. drove in sonie oakum, but could. not get enough in to stop it altogether. 

Question. She had been leaking then while you mere drifting down 
the ice ? 

Answer. Yes j but she leaked much worse after we got that nip. 
Question. Did yon go out on the ice that erening when you were pass- 

ing things out ? 
Answer. No. I was ordered to the pump and there I remained. Then 

I was ordered the second time; 1 remained tliere until I was ordered to 
go down and get up steam. Ou the 16th we broke adrift, leaving a good 
many of our people on the ice. Of‘ course the vessel’s breakiug adrift was 
purely accidental. 

Question. A t  night what did you do? 
Answer. I was getting up steam, and punipiiig out the ship. That is 

what I was doing at the time. I was not on deck then. I could not get 
up there. We got up steam to pump, and the next morning I was on 
deck at 5 o’clock, and saw where we were-at Lifeboat Cove, above 
Littleton’s Island. We were near the land on the east coast. The 
weather was then very clear; the wind had ceased, and the water was 
smooth. It was in a kind of bay-% bight in the land. We worked the 
vessel in with steam and saiIs, pumping all the while to keep the water 
down. We did this until we got her on the beach. We did not have a 
chance to see whero or what the leak was when we got her on the beach. 
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We were satisfied that we could not put to sea in her again. If me hac1 
had plenty of coal we iuight have worked her out until we got down to 
Disco, Holsteinberg, or somewhere, where we could beach her higher 
than she was. When we went ashore we made up our minds it would 
be necessary to abandon her. We made up our minds that that was 
the last of her, and we would have to escape by other means. We then 
went to Fork to build a house, and lived there all minter. The next 
spring we built the boats. ltr. Chester, Mr. Coffiu, and myself built the 
boats out of the roof of the cabin. The bottoms of the boats we made 
from the bunk-boards of the ship; all the rest was built from the roof 
of the cabin. They were flat-bottom boats. When the ice opened, on 
the 3d of June, we left Lifeboat Cove in these two boats, and started 
down to Sorfalilc, where w e  made our first landing. We tried to get 
past a cape, but could not for the ice. We then had to put back to 
Sorfalik, a place that the natives call Etah Watana. W e  were in the 
boats about three xeeks when me mere picked up by the Ravenscraig. 
The Ravenscraig people were all very kind to us and very glad to see 
us. Prom the Ravenscraig I was*put on board the l!ntrepid on the 17th of 
July. I staid on board the Intrepid until the 23d of September. I was 
then trausferred to the Eric, and by the Eric we were taken to Dundee. 
We reached Duudee on the 15th or 1Gth day of October. We remained 
there three dags, and then went to Glasgow, and then sailed from Glas- 
gow to New York, where me arrived November 6th, and I reported to 
the Brooklyn nary-yard, all the while that I was in Brooklyn. 

QueBtion. How mere the engines and boilers when you beached the 

Answer. In iirt3t-cless orddr. The engine was working better when 
we beached her than she ever was before. 

Question. So that the steam department was in good order when you 
were compelled to run ashore? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. TVhtLt did you think of the Polaris as a strong ship ? 
Auswer. She was a very strong ship, and fit in every respect for the 

purpose of an Arctic voyage. She stood some pretty hard thumping, and 
if she had not been as stroug a ship as she W B S ,  she would have gone 
down on the 4th of September. 

Question. You never suf&red for want of food on board the Polaris? 
Answer. No, sir ; nor anything else. The ship was well provided for 

im Arctic voyage. 
Question: How long hkve you been iii this country 4 
Answer. I have been e1evc.n years in this country. I came here be- 

fore I was of age. My home is in Brooklyn, New York. I am an Ameri- 
can citlzen . 

Question. After Captain Hall’s death, did you hew anybody say that 
he was glad he had died 9 

Answer. No, sir ; every one I spoke to, always spoke very highly of 
Oaptain Hall, and were very sorry anything Iiad happened to him. 

Question. Did you use anytliing else to make steam with, but coal, 
while you were gone 0 

Answer. Only that night when we lost the men. We were compelled 
to get up steam in a hurry, and we had to use rosin and tar that we had 
on board j and wood and coal also. 

Question. You had an apparatus on board to hurit blubber with when 
you left New York ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; but IVC iiuver used it. It, was never used after it 
was used in Brooklyn. That wats before 1 went on board of her j but I 
helped to put i t  together for them. 

ship ? 

0 




	Title Page - Report to the President of the U.S. of the action of the Navy Dept. in the matter of the disaster to the U.S. exploring expedition toward the North Pole: accompanied by a report of the examination of the rescued party
	Errata Notice
	Report to the President of the U.S.
	June 17, 1873 letter to the President
	June 16, 1873 letter to the President
	Copy of draft of Capt. Hall's dispatch
	Examination conducted at Washington, D.C. of the party separated on the ice from the U.S. Steamer Polaris expedition toward the North Pole...
	Examination of Capt. Tyson
	Examination of Frederick Meyer
	Hannah (wife of Joe) examined, Joe remaining present
	Hans Christian examined
	John Herron, steward, examined
	John W.C. Kruger, seaman, examined
	Frederick Jamka examined
	Examination of Gustavus W. Lindquist
	William Linderman, seaman, examined
	Examination of Peter Johnson, seaman
	Fred. Aunting, seaman, examined
	Examination of William Jackson, cook
	Journal of Herman Siemans, sailor on board the U.S. steamer Polaris...
	Diary of William Morton, second mate of the Polaris, which was found on the ice
	Daily journal of Sergeant Meyer, kept while drifting on the ice
	Diary of John Herron
	Polaris Investigation - Continued
	Examination of Hubbard C. Chester
	Examination of William Morton
	Examination of Dr. Emil Bessels
	Examination of Emil Schuman
	Examination of Henry Hobby
	Examination of Hermann Siemin
	Examination of Alvin A. Odell
	Examination of Nathaniel J. Coffin
	Examination of Noah Hays
	Walter Frederick Campbell examined
	Examination of Richard W.D. Bryan
	Examination of Joseph B. Mauch
	Examination of John W. Booth




