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1. INTRODUCTION

The numerical forecast model employed in calculating the operational
tropical cyclone forecast tracks during 1962 was for the most part the same as
that employed during 1961 and described in recent papers (1,2). The only chang‘e
in the 1961 operational version of the forecast model was the inclusion in 1962 ofy
a displacement correction which w#s a function of time and distance from the
initial time and the initial position of the center of the tropical cyclone. This dis-

.placement correction insured that the tropical cyclone center was tracked to move
more consistently with the steering wind speed, e5pécially during the early periods
of the forecast track calculation. Major alterations were made in the Automatic Data
Processing and Analysis programs for the 1962 tropical cyclone season to insure
thatl the steering wind was. more accurately analyzed than was possible during the

1961 season.

2. FORECASTS

Tables 1, 2, 3, and 4 include all operationai forecasts transmitted that
could be reasonably verified. Inaccurate documentation of the position and -move-
ment of the tropicai cyclone {e. g., typhoon Emma) in some instances resulted in
a few exceptionally poor forecasts. On several oécasiona poor. forecasts {(e. g., |

Daisy, Opal) resulted because the position and movement of the new tropical
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cyclone were not accurately established. For a number of the tropical cyclones,
poor forecasts (e. g., Alma, Daisy, Joan) resulted because of rapid accelerations
that occurred just previous to or during transition to an extra-tropical cyclone.
Generally, in 1962 the typhoon forecasts were more accurate than the hurricane
forecasts. There are two possible explanations; one, that Pacific typhoons move
~more regularly than Atlantic hurricanes and two, the sample of Atlantic hurricane
forecasts is small and not statistically repres.entative.' Track forecasts were
verified to the position just previous to a tropical cyclone's becoming extratropical
or disappearing. Because information concerning the hurricanes off Lower
California is generally poor, forecast verifications for this particular area have

been grouped separately in Table 2.
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