
October 12, 1994 

R CargillHall 
Center for Air Force History 
170 Luke Avenue, Suite 400 
B o h g  AFB D.C. 20332-5 113 

Dear Cargill 

Thank you for sending me a copy of your article on “Framing American 
Astronautics to serve National Security“. I have read it with great mterest and I must say that it is 
superbly done. It puts the proper perspective on a whole series of actions and decisions that were 
extremely important to our national security. Many of these have been misunderstood, 
misinterpreted and improperty judged. Your article, for the first time in anything I have read, 
articulates clearly and distinctly what really happened and the reasons behind the decisions and 
actions. 

I note only one minor erroneous statement and that is specifically the item on 
page 13 that you asked me to review, namely my association with Robert McNamara. I had no 
association with McNamara during World War II and was not involved at all m the statistical 
control studies in which he was engaged. I only learned of this activity much later. My association 
came much later when I was Director of the Aerophysics Laboratory m a subsidiary of the Ford 
Motor Company. As such there were numerous dealings between officers of the subsidiary and 
officers of Ford at Ford headquarters in Dearborn. Our paths then crossed m this context. I had 
planned to return to Ford after the end of the Eisenhower administration m early 1961. Shortly 
after President-elect Kennedy announced his selection of McNamara to be Secretary of Defense, 
McNamara called me and asked if1 would agree to stay on for a period of time m my present 
capacity m the new Administration. Subsequently we met and discussed a number of subjects 
including specifically the range of items m your article. I then did agree to stay on and became as 
you pomt out the first Director of the National ReconnaisSance M c e .  

It was always ironic to me that m his elekon campaign Kennedy made much 
of the so-called “missile gap” which a few of us knew did not exist. In reviewing the total program 
with McNamara I made reference to this but also that the whole philosophy of everything 
Eisenhower had planned and developed required silence even ifrevelation m even small degree 
might well have influenced the election result. McNamara strongly endorsed the basic principles 
that had been developed and that established the modus operandi of the NRO for years to come. 

Again congratulations on your excellent article. I would appreciate a copy of 
the published article firom Prologue when it is available copies of any commentary that it 
produces. 
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National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
TIROS Satellites and Satellite Meteorology 

ERRATA NOTICE 

One or more conditions of the original document may affect the quality of the image, such 
as: 

Discolored pages 
Faded or light ink 
Binding intrudes into the text 

This has been a co-operative project between the NOAA Central Library and the Climate 
Database Modernization Program, National Climate Data Center (NCDC). To view the 
original document contact the NOAA Central Library in Silver Spring, MD at (301) 
7 13-2607 xl24 or Librarv.Reference@??oaa.gov. 
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