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LANDSAT IN AN 
OPERATIONAL ERA 

Highlights from til !' Firs t ~OA ,,\ I!'''ESS Meeting 
by Donna B. Hanki ns 

SEATTLE, WASHINGTO N, March 14--Ar ri"ing in 
Seattle bv :\ i'viTRAK nnd travell ing out to th e Sea n\{' 
Ce nter. I ' \"onclercd if the weathcr-·rain . 5 rHH\' and \\'ind . 
alt erna'till g with nashe~ of s tartling blu c s k~' an d sprin g !:- u n· 
~ hjne--was an indicat or of trends in the mee tin g to co me. In 
ma ny ways it was since the o\"Crali effe c t \,'as b o th invi g· 
ora ti'ng and warming! 

If th e a CliviticE of the fi rst NOAA/N ESS Re gio nal meetin g 
are the model for the opera ti onal Land sat er a. it ought to 
be a very good per iod indeed. 

The main e nergy behind the forward motion in the pro· 
g ram is Dave J ohnson, Direc tor of th e l'\aliona l Env iron · 
mental Satellite Servi ce (NESS). Busy ..... ith the initial effort 
to put toge th e r an inte rim plan for Pres ident Carter by 
Jun e 1, 1980. J oh nson expressed a pcr~onal conct' rn that 
the people ..... ho are using Landsat satellite data should be 
in touch, to exp ress their needs and des ires , "We should 
be full y operational by 1988," sa id J ohnson, "but th e sys
tem we put together will be des igned with the dala u ~e rs 
input and need s as th e gu id elines ." 

J~n wen t on 10 no te th e ke~' challe nges of the nell' 
e ra . Weather a nd ocean da ta users are a reJativeh' \\'ell 
organized and developed group who can ge t togeth~r and 
communica te their needs to NOAA. On th e othe r hand, 
the Landsat use r g roup is large r, more dive rse and slill 
developing, "We need to d efine some co mmuni cation link!' 
a nd get them ...... ork ing as soon as possible," s tat ed J ohnson , 

According to ~, NOAA will no t be im'oh'cd in a 
major way in the "value-added" business. This is good news 
for private industry involved in preparing La ndsat data for 
the ir customers a nd for corporate users. 

One of the most importan t parts of the day-lon g program 
turned out to be a qu est ionnaire in cluded in the registra
tion package. Wilb er (Bill) Eskile, DireclOr of NOAA's 
Policy a nd Pla.nnin g Office , explained, The questionnai re 
\\'as primarily for non-Federal users of Landsat: s tat e and 
local governments and age ncies, research a n d academic 
g roups, corporate users, " va lu e-add ed service" companies 
and individual users, (Federal g roups are being d ea lt with 
se paratcly.) Eskite sa id thai the informa.tion ga in ed from 
the 5 regional meetings would be me rged with Federal 
input, given 10 NOAA co ncept g roups and finally rechecked 
against use r need li sts for a final wo rking interim plan. 

"All of your info rma tion," said Eskite , "can help develop 
an operat ional system--one tha t serves an intended purpose 
and has continuity, reliabil ity and stability, from n user 
standpoint. " 

What will NASA's new rol e look like? Jim Welch, Deputy 
Director of NASA's Resou rce Observation Division, s lated 
that NASA wou ld con ti nue in its traditional research activi
li es and technology d eve lopment as we ll as re tain the Re
gional Applications Program for Landsat technology trans
fe r. Welch described the new opera t ional era as an ex ten
s i(ln and expansi on of the ex is tin g NASA/ ~ OA.~ p nfl ern of 
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The SCHlI le mee ting ' s aftern oon sess ion wa!-' dno lt'd 10 

U !' l'f requiremrnt s, and he re some ge neral ('{)n:-r n HJ~ 

t'lll\'fged, i\amely, there shou ld be a Privat e Indus try Ad· 
v i ~o f\' Board \0 Ih e new program Boa rd; techn ology tran sfe r 
l'ffor t5 ;;;h ould b e co ntinued -a s a NASA respons ibi lity; and 
th e r!: should be a n effo rt to unify local-le vel u ~(' rs 50 llta l 
thc\' 100 call d(,fin e th e ir needs fo~ N OAA , 

Dr, Barry S c hrumpf of the ERSAL fa cility a t Oregon 
Stat e l]ni \' crs il\' see med to sum up a ll of our feelings whe n 
he ;;; aid . "Thi~ firs l mceting wit h NO AA officials i~ I· t· r~· 
c nrourag ing. T hey ' re on the right track ..... ith gelling people 
toge ther to soli c it their input via works hops and questi on· 
nai res. They seem 10 tru ly app reciate the two mos t impor. 
ta nt factor;;; need ed by those of us dependent on !he Lan d· 
sa l ba~(' for our bread anr! b Ull e r: continu ilv and f(·li:lbilil\" 
of dala and tim e l\" del i\' en' of data to the us~rs." . 

Da \' e Johnson 'made th is vc rv clear at the start of ,h e 
mee ting when he sa id. «\Vc're :beginning a long slo\1' p ro· 
cess no\\', thaI will cont inu e fa r beyond the li ves of lIlo!' t of 
us in thi s room, " 

NOTE: The July /August issue of the Aero space Gll2.ette will 
carry a full review of a ll 5 regional meetings and will continue to 
update readers as NOAA and NASA move into the operational 
Landsat era. If you arc a Landsal user . or think your organization 
will become a use r in the future, send for a quest ionnaire so that 
Your voice can also be heard. HRM, Inc., nOI 30th St. NW , 
Suite 301. Was hington. DC 20007. 800-424-3738: 202-338·9071. 
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I knew they were getting smaller .. . but this 
j~ .... i~;: ... , .. l ~o .... t 
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