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For release: October 12, 1978

DAVID S. JOHNSON PRESENTED 1978 PECORA REMOTE SENSING AWARD

David S. Johnson,Adirector of the National Environmental Satellite Service
(NESS) in the Department of Commerce, was awarded the 1978 %illiam T. Pecora
Award Wednesday, Oct. 11, 1978, for his work in applying satellite remote
sensing to monitoring the weather and the environment.

The award has been presented annually since 1974 by the Department of
the Interior and the National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) to
honor outstanding contributions by individuals and organizations in the field
of remote sensing.

Johnson, 54, was presented the 1978 award by Robert Herbst, Assistanc
Secretary of the Interior for Fish and Wildlife and Parks, at a banquet
Wednesday evening in Sioux Falls, S.D., as part of the Fourth Annual %illiam
T. Pecora Memorial Symposium on remote sensing.,

Dr. Pecora, who died in 1972, was Undersecretary of the Interior and
earlier was director of the U.S. Geological Survey. He was a motivating
force in the development of NASA's Landsat Earth resources survey satellite
program and in the establishment of the Interior Department's EROS (Earth
Resources Observation Systems) program managed by the USGS.

The 1978 award citation says Johnson "has devoted a major portion of
his scientific and managerial life to the development and implementation of
remote sensing systems designed to observe weather patterns, impacts of
weather and man on our environment, the climatological trends of the Earth,
and in the process eliminated or alleviated loss of property and life as a
result of natural disasters,
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"In so doing, he has displayed extraordinary talents as a scientist-
manager and has performed his role in these activities in a manner that is
a credit to the United States by implementing capabilities that are of great
importance to the peoples of the world," the citation adds. "In addition to
his accomplishments in the field of remote sensing, Mr. Johnson continues
to provide vigorous leadership, has created a managerial model for operational
systems that will guide other programs as they advance from research stages,
and nas demonstrated his breadth of 1nterest by fostering programs aimed at
assessment of the Larth's resources."

Johnson has been director of NESS, in the Commerce Department's National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, since 1965. He joined the old U.S.
Weather Bureau in 1956, and in 1958 became involved in the development of
TIR0S-I, the world's first weather satellite. Previously, he was a research
meteorologist at UCLA from 1947 to 1952, and an associate meteorologist with
the Pineapple Research Institute in Hawaii from 1952 to 1956.

Johnson was borm in Porterville, Calif., and attended the University of
California, Reed College, Harvard University and UCLA, receiving a bachelor's
degfee in meteorology from UCLA in 1948 and a master's degree in meteorology
from UCLA in 1949. He served in the Army Air Corps in World War II,.

He is a fellow and past president of the American Meteorological Society,
and a member of various other scientific and technical organizations. He
received the Commerce Department's Gold Medal Award for Distinguished
Achievement in 1965, NASA's Exceptional Service Medal in 1966 and the National
Civil Service League's Career Service Award in 1974,

Johnson lives in Oxon Hill, Md., with his wife, Margaret.

Previous winners of the Pecora Award were Michel T. Halbouty, a
consulting geologist-petroleum engineer and independent petroleum producer
and operator in Houston, Tex., and Dr., Robert N. Colwell, associate director
of the Space Science Laboratory at Berkeley, Calif., both in 1977; the
Environmental Research Institute of Michigan and the Laboratory for Application
of Remote Sensing of Purdue University, both in 1976; Dr. Carlos Brogkman,
director of the Landsat-Bolivia Project, and the late Dr. William Nordberg,
project scientist of the Landsat program at NASA's Goddard Space Flight Center
in Greenbelt, Md., both in 1975; and Dr. William A. Fischer, EROS senior
scientist with the U.S. Geological Survey in 1974,

(Note to Editors Only: Glossy prints of Johnson are available to
news media from the Information Office, U.S. Geological Survey,
119 National Center, Reston, Va, 22092, Telephone 703~860-7444,)




