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National Vote for D.C.

~ Washingtonians have an enormous interest in
the hearing scheduled to begin on Wednesday
- before a House Judiciary Subcommittee on the
“ proposal to bring them into the Union as par-
L ticipating members. This, proposed constitutional
- amendment would, for the first time, give residents
_of the District a voice in national affairs. Local
suffrage existed here for nearly three quarters of
a century after the District became the Seat of
Government, and would be restored under the
- home-rule bill that is also awaiting action by the
House. But residents of the Capital have never
been permitted to vote for presidential candxdates
- or, for representatives in Congress.
New hope for an end to the District’s long mgv‘i
" of disfranchisement in the national sphere is has

" on the Senate’s recent approval of a three- part “ent aloft what is believed to be the first successful

resolution to amend the Constitution. Traditionally
“the Senate had heen opposed to national repre-
sentation for the District because of its belief that
no political entity other than states should be
. represented in its chamber. In the current reso-
lution, however, this objection has been completely

* overcome, and there seems to be no valid objection

_to its passage also through the House by the
required two-thirds vote.

"It is true that the more favorable attitude toward
national representation for the District has been
purchased by narrowing the scope of the amend-
ment. ‘As passed by the Senate, this resolution
~would grant Washingtonians the same rights other
citizens have in the election of the President and
Vice President, but they would be represented in
Congress only by delegates in the House. Congress
could by law, however, give these delegates voting
rights so that they could in fact function as full-
" fledged Representatives. That would mean a strik-
_ing improvement in the political climate of the
~ District,
© Unless some hidden defect should be exposed, we
 hope the House will approve the Senate resolution
 as it stands. Its other sections, abolishing state
. poll taxes and authorizing Governors to fill vacan-
.. cies in the House in case of national disaster, are
- both sound and urgent reforms. Since the Senate
~ brought these three vital improvements together
~ in a single resolution, it would be wisdom on the
- part of the House to send the whole package on to
. the states with the privilege of voting separately
‘on the three distinct parts,

Thig salutary move toward national suffrage for
* the District is not directly related, of course, to
- the home-rule bill. “We continue to think *that

~ enactment of the home-rule measure is the primary

__obligation of Congress toward the District at the

present session. Certamly the proposed constitu-
] an Qa2 "f

is so much mterested

closed a widespread disregard for the spirit, if
not the letter, of conflict of interest laws.

A civilian official of the Justice Department is
deterred by criminal penalties from accepting
within a two-year period of leaving the Govern-
ment any private post that involves any matter:
he handled as a public official. However, whe
Mr. Hébert proposed a tightening up of similar
penalties relating to retired admirals and. geh-
erals, the House Armed Service Committee re-
jected this sensible reform. If the military Has
a just grievance in: dlscrlmmatory retirement leg-
islation, the public has an equally valid objection
to practices which tend: the reputat on
_of Pentagon brass.

Weather Eye in Space _

It is especially fitting that-the- Umfed tates has

weather observation satellite. The pictures taken
by the TV cameras carried by Tiros 1 at a height
of about 450 miles and radioed to earth at two
receiving stations suggest that weather forecasting
may be revolutionized. Beyond the technical signifi-
cance of this feat is the happy emphasis on the
peaceful use of space in which the United States

- No one can tell at this point how much influence
space observation may have on weather forecasting,
but the possibilities are enormous. If weather
satellites can chart the earth’s absorption of heat
at the equator and its dissipation at the polar
regions, long-range forecasting may become much
more of an exact science than it is today. There are
many who believe that, with a global view of
weather in the making, man may even learn to

control the air currents and precipitation to his &4, fall

own advantage, .
Marvelous though its performance may seem,

Tiros I is only a crude beginning. Much improved : - Hartford 7

instruments are now being perfected by the Na-
tional Aeronautics and Space Agency for use in the
next weather satellite to be launched. Within a
decade weather observation from space is expected
to be a vital factor in the science of meteorology.
Although Tiros I is not directly related to the use

of space for military purposes, its performance N
illustrates once more the urgency of establishing
international control over all operations in space. G
Weather satellites, like the exploration of space, tic
ought to serve mankind as a whole. Humanity de
. would breathe a sigh of relief if the great powers é’;
~ were making as much progress in the international
control of space as they are in its scientific ex- Ki
ploration. e
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