MR.E.A.TULIAN, ALPENA,MICHIGAN,
INTERVIEWED BY
WM. WAKEHAM AND RICHARD RATHBUN,
AUGUST 25, 1894.
{In eharge of the U;S.Piah Commission hateh-

ery, Alpena, Mieh).

I have been here every fall but two since
the hatchery has been running, which is 12
years.

When I came here, in certain localities
the vhitefish were more abundant than they
are now, and others I do not know that they
were, Take it for instanee at Algona, they
used to get large catehes of whitefish, and
they do not get any te speak of now, At
one time at Miller's Point and Sturgeon
Point they had very good fishing. And for
2 or 3 years previous to that at iiller's

Point it was probably as good as when I
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first came here. As a whole the whitefish
have inecreased considerably I think in that
time.(?) There is no question but that
there has been & great decrease, but not in
my time, as the decrease was before that.
Here 4 or 5 years ago they had a big cateh,
end often when whitefish were plenty in the
lake we had ynéu that were almost failures,
gecording to the fishermen; 80 that now with
in the last 4 or 5 years and especially 2
years ago, the fish came on the shoals in
pretty good shape, just as they came on vwhen
there was big fishing, and more than I ever
knew them to eateh sinee I have been here,
but they got a terrible gale that blew their
nets all our, and they found nets and fish
way up here on the shore. It was a number
of years ago that the nets were frozem up
and the figh rotted on the ground.

’3’ The fishermen find more fault with the

g/
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mill men and the sawdust tham they do with
catching small Pish. I presume here, fish-
ing in the way they did had as much te do
with it as anything, although it is a gues- -
tion in my mind even if the whitefi sh were
a8 plenty as they used to be whether they
would come up in this bay. v But if they
were out in the lske they would come up
somewhere, At Miller's Point down this
side of Au Sable (there are lots of mills at
Au Sable, and the water is very dirty), this
spawning gyvound is & sort of banmk that runs
out from shore and on each side of it is
deep water and I think the current keeps the
water pretty clear and they go in there in
pretty good shape, and that has always been
& good fishing ground.

This Ray (Thunder Ray) used to be an ex-
cellent whitefish ground, but there are no

whit efish here now to speak of. All I know
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of the botiom here is what the fishermen
say, and I have never been out to examine
the bottam, 0f course in going out with
fieh a number of times, if the wind was off
the lake you could see that it was stirred
up for 5 or 6 miles and the water would be
full of sawdust, and it would indiecate that
the bottom must be covered with it. There
is no question but what there is a good deal
of sawdust out in the bay. I do not think
they let any sawdust go out from the river
here, They burn the most of it now, They
throw in slabs and @ lot of that stuff,how-
ever, This Turnbull mill used to put in a
good deal of stuff, but I do not knmow how it
is now, But last year seme of the pound
net men claimed that they were throwing in
slabs and edgings that bothered their ncts &
good deal, They did some dredging here last

summer in the riverand 2 years ago they did
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considerable work in the river, and quite a
lot outside the mouth of the river 40 or 50
rods out,

They do not take as many whitefish as

“they 4aid. They aversge unaller. I do not

know of a fishery but what the fish average
smaller than they did formerly. 0f ecourse
they eateh some just as large fish as ever,
but would get a larger proportion of small
fish, . They tell me they get lots of little
fish and sell them in the market, but in the
fall vhen we are after spewn they do not
eateh thosé anall fish and in *he summer
when they catch them I do not know so much
about the fish, except what they tell me.

In different loealities we get different
sizes of vhitefish that we take the spawn
from, Take it at Miller'’s Point and Stur-
geon Point the fish average quite large,

probably 5 or 6 1lbs. or a little larger,




Formerly it would be larger than that.

That is for the trap net grounds vhfrc we
used to go for gpawn at Alcona and these
islands at Morith Point, but these fish they
caught later in November with the gill nets
are & very small run of fisgh axi always have
been, I do not think they would average
over 2 lbs, apiece. 1 do not think you
would find any pound net fish that would
spawn under 2 lbs. You might find one once
in & while in this small run that would
spawn under 2 lbs.

Last winterrl took different lots of
eggs from the whitefi&h and measured them
and counted up an ounce of each lot, Av
Put=in=Pay they claim they averare about
40,000 to the quart, and I found here they
averaged about 35,000, Bggs taken fram
fish ecaught in the gill nets in Lake lighi=-

gan at iM@nistique, that is the late run,went
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1,115 to the ounce; and eggs taken November
25 from fish caught in pound nets in Lake
Huron near Miller's Point, went 1,097 to the
ounee,; and eggs taken from gill nets on the
shoals north of Thunder Bay Island went
1,235 to the ounce. That would be 35,000
to the guart of the 2 first and 39,520 of
the last. If the spawn is rumming freely,
you teke those fish on Lake Michigan and 1
have taken fully a quart of eggs from one
fish. The fish would probably average that
if they were running freely, so that you
could gert all the eggs. The fish would
weigh probably 8 lbs. on the averagse. or
the little figh we put the spawn of half a

dogen in the pang and thena probably do not

‘have over 2 guarts of eggs. The egg;s are

much smaller in the suall fish then in the

large fish., The smallest number of eggs

was from the small fish and the largest
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number from the large fish,

In the spawning ssason the fish go in big
hodies, and they school more or less during
other seasons. There are certain grounds
where ihey go at certain times during the
summer and go in schools. I have seen it
always where you get a catch of fish you
will find them bunched together, and where
you find a buneh of whitefish you will not
find a bunsh of trout. The ground down in
Saginaw Bay where they fish in the summer,
they aat.ah' the whitefish through the suwmmer
end they are in schools. I do not know
where the wvhitefigh go in the summer and can
find no one who can tell me. That ran I
spoke of in Saginaw RBay are not there early
in the season. They come in along about

the last of June or first of July, and they

- mte through about this time, as & csptain

told me yesterday they: were mov ing their



nets out. The whitefish now do not get ap
Ssginew Bay any further than the Charity
Islands. I 2o not think the gill nets set
quite as far up as that, but in the fall
there are somé pound nets fished off Rig
Charity Island and some off Little Chartiy.
The trap net whitefish all along this
shore spawn from about Lhé first of November
until ‘sbout the 25th, I think, and then I
have known them to begin as early as ithe
25th of October, but as & rule we figure on
geitting our men on the grounds about the
first of November., - The gill nettiers out
here on this momth ground do not figure that
the fish will commence very much before the
15th of November, but this last year I think
they began & little earlier than that, Last
year they commenced about November 8, It
they commence gspaming by the 1l5th they ere

usually done by the last of the month, but
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as a rule the wind drives them off before
they are done spawning. There are no De-
cemher spawning whitefish here that I know
of., On the Fox Island:shoals and the
shoals in the vieinity of the Maniiou Isl-
ands the latest they ever got eggs was about
December 15, Last year we did not get any
a8 late as that, but there were some eggs
brought to me last year on the 15th which
were take 2 or 3 days before. The trap net
cars are logcated, one at Miller's Point, and
the next place where we get any spawn is at
Sturgeon Point. They fish at Oscoda in 20
to 30 feet right on the spawning ground.
There used to be mills there that run every
thing in the lske and the fishermen claim
that has run the fish out of there. In the
pound nets I should judge 25 feet would be
the average depth in which the whitefish

spawn, @d for the gill nets I do not think
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it would average much over 15 feet, I

know of vhitefish that come up into 4 or 5
feet of water to spawn, and that is one rea-
son that a blow knoecks them off this spawn-
ing ground out here, as the fish have to
leave the ground. We get some spawn at
North Point here, inside the point. They
are fighing nets there now about a mile from
the point, which is the furthest this way,
and Alpern has some at Scarecrow Island from
which he expects to get some spaming fish.
Searecrow Island used to be one of the best
spawning groundsaround here, and also North
Point. We got & few eggs at Nine-Mile Point
last fall, and we got a few eggs in gill
nets at Middle Island last year, I think
there are spawming grounds in depths of 25
feet where the pound nets are. The bottom
is rocky there.

The shallow trout that come up in Septem-
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ber to spawn, cane up in shallow water,
sometimes not over 5 or 6 feet, and they do
not fish in deeper than 15 or 20 feet for
them. Out on the big reef the water runs
from shallow water to a good depth, North
of Thunder Cape, between there and Little
Isiand, I think they catch more whitefish
than they do trout. But south of there in
the direction of Can bouy they eatch those
shallow trout during the ipaming season.,

Ordinarily the whitefish eggs in the
hatchery commence to hateh about April 10 or
20, Pormerly when we had those hard win-
ters here and the bay stayed frozen until
late, it has been sometimes the first of May
before they would begin to hatch, Ve com-
menece® putting them out as soon as we have
enough in the tanks to mske a shipment

I think the whitefish are in deeper water

whén they are small. They show that in
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Lake Erie. I used to fish in Lake Brie in
the west end and fish would come dp there to
spawn in the fall the latter part of October.
but you would never eateh any small fish
there, while at the east end where the water
is deep they catech tons and tons of those
small fish. You never see the small fish
go up in the shallow water in the west end
of the lake, as somebody would catch them
if they dﬁ. They eertainly do not stay
around the roecks on the spawning ground.

If you cateh small fish you catech them on
the mud bottoms and in the deeper water.

In some logcalities they elaim that the
trout are on the increase. I know here 4
or 5 years ago on this big reef they were
rlayed out so that the tugs left, and then
they csme bask here and had pretty near as
good fishing as they did befare. Nobody

here seems to know when the trout do spawn.
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There are trout right out in this bay full
of spawn, but they do not get spawning fish
and my idea is that they spawn after they
are through fishing, later in the winter.

If you took & trout as soon as he was
out of the shell, the whitefish would stand
more than the trout; but if you take the
trout after he has gotten rid of his food
sack and he will stand the most.

I think out on this big reef they are
eatching smaller fish than they used to
cateh, but that is the only place I know
of where there is any differense. In Lake
Miechigan I think they are catching trout
about the same size.

The shallow trout begin to spawn about
September 25, between then snd the last of
the month ., They are all through spawning
by Oectober 15. The deep water trout spawn

later, Last vear we got spawn from fish
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caught on the shoals here in siptaahtr. and
along probably up to October 10, and then we
got fish with spawmn out sround Spectasle
Reef, that commenced about Oetober 10, and
they are probably pretty well done by the
20th, Then we moved those same men over to
Detour, and they fished down toward Little
Current and in that vieinity, and there the
fish commenced about Oetober 20 and were
done about the first of November. Then we
moved right over on to Lake Michigan, at
Charlevoix, Manistique and those grounds,
and at Beaver Island, the trout did not com=
mence to spawn until about the first of
November, They run their spamm longer than
these runs that spawn early. They spawm
nearly all through November, I do not know
of any place where the trout spawn up into
December, but I think there are places where

they do because they catch figh that are



M full of spawn, and they have not got through

spawning when they quit fishing here in the

lake, You will always notice if the fall

ie mild the fish will not spawn as early,

both trout and whitefish.

*f""’/l I never knew of any very small trout be-

5 ing eaught. ¥Yould see them weighing probe
ably one 1lb. These shallow trout would

M probably average 6 lbs. I % not think I

Whave ever seen- spawn in any trout that would

weigh less than 3 or 4 lbs. Those Lake
Michigan trout will average probably 12 or
15 lbs.

%, The greatest destruction is in catching

vy,
o
MM’” the small fish. I do not think they ought

~t0 take anything much less tham 2 lbs, for

W' vhitefish, and trout probably a little larg-
> 7
er, say 3 lbs. They do not catch many
- P
M g trout in pound nets around this vicinity.

The "big skin® trout is what the fighermen
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call the snall run of trout they get off the
bay hers. As far as catching those small
trout is concerned,if you regulate your mesh
for catehing 2 1lb. whitefish they would
catch smaller than 3 1b, trout, Of course
making them figh those large mesh nets would
necessitate the loss of the herring, and
that class of fish, They do not make so
much out of the herring here, but still in
somé places the herring cateh is considera-
ble. The herrins rum with the whitefish in
the fall. Last fall those ri‘shei-ies 4 §
spoke of having & small cateh they claim
that hed it not been for the herring they
would have had pretty slim picking.

I certainly would limit the size of the

fish and not the size of the mesh, if it can

" be done successfully. They can throw out

the young fish, but whether they will or

not is a guestion. You would certainly
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have to have & penalty connected with it and
have 10 have somebody to look after it,

I do not believe a close season is ne-
cessary. I think if you would let the fish
hatcheries go ahead and colleet all the egges
they ean get hold of, and stop the whole-
sale destruction of small fish, that fish
will be all right and you will inerease the
number,

The herring here are a smaller fish than
the Lake Erie herring. They fisgh very lit-
tle here for herring, although I think their
mesh is all pretty small and most any of
them would take herrimg. I think herring
are more abundant than when I came here,
although I can give you no reason for it.

I think that the trout are pretiy near as
abundant as ever on Lake Huron. Of course
on the big reef they have ﬁ-hd' the grounds

pretty well out, but if they let them alone



19

for a yesr or two the fish would be as abun-
3 dent there as ever, 1 do not think there
W “"94“ is mach necessity for protecting the herring
i as they' seem to be doing all right anyhow.
I have always contended that they ought
ks dush to mske districts of certain localities.
ok S /»’7"/’ That is, for instance, make it where they
d0 not cateh any herring along the lake, it
{:;:*771‘7/ would not hurt their herring fishing or any
5/’-4”'/2‘,;;/ other fishing much to make them fish large
mesh nets all the way down to Saginaw Ray.
There are a few herring caught along the
shore here, but nothing to amount to any-
thing. Down at Tawas there are quite a few
and at Au Sable last year they caught gquite

a few, Tawas Point is the line of Saginaw

Bay.

5 [omegs In Saginaw Bay the principal fish are the

et
W/ herring end pickerel in the spring and the
W il

+U”  herring in the fall. They ® not get many
punn”

P
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3 7?7 pickerel in the fall, but get & few, They
MVM:M get all that trash & good deal as they get
i b in Leake Erie, but their principal cateh in
WW the spring is the pickerel, &8 they go up in
the bay to spawn then, They go up around
W the north shore of the bay and gc out the
other way so the fishermen c¢laim. The bhay
i MM opens up sometimes early in April, It de-
pends upon the season when the pickerel
spawn. They are spawning as soon as they
can get up in the bay, and that would be
sometimes in the fore part of April. I
think they are all through spawning by the
first of May. In the bay they do cansid-
erable fishing before the first of May, and
they get in there just as early a&s they pos
sibly ecan.
9 ~  The State does not proteet anything in

b #o
WM,:}“ leke as far as spawning is concerned.

‘ Some old fishermen c¢laim there are just

n;*:?;/
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as may pickerel as ever caight and others
elaim they are decreasing. 0f course there

is no where near as many caught in the same

M*Mmunt of nets, but there is so much more

apparatus that theare are probably just as
meny pounds caught. I think the pounds are
just about the same number in sagpwl Bay.
You could not increase them very much be-
cause now they are only about half a mile
apart. In Ohio they claim that a2 man ean
go and set anywhere as long as he does not
taske his leader ashore and tie it, without
permission of the owner of the land. A
good many pounds on Lake Erie the leaders
run right upon shore and are tied to trees
or somathing on the shore, All the pounds
that I know enything aboﬁt here the leaders
do not commence on the shore,

There is considerable complaint about the

apparatus inserfering with navigation in
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Saginaw Ray, dbut not here. There are pla-
ces in Saginaw Ray where the twine runs

out so far they have to meke an opening for
the boats,

Down along the north shore cf the river
agd dom in the bay (Ssginaw) they take most
of the pickerel in April. The fishing is
not the same all through the bay and a close
season in April would interfere with some
fishing and not with others, Those fish
that have just spawned seem to be in fairly
good condition, and probebly in as good
condition as a2 figh would be just before it
has spawned. Of course they look & little
lean after they have spawned, but I think
the meat is just as good.

They do not take many blaek bass down there
{Seginaw Bay), but they cstch a few. They
have Rittle fyke nets that they use and

catch quite a number of blask bass around
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the bay at Bayport and anywhere from Sebew-
ing down the bay. They also get perch and
suckers in the fyke nets. There are quite
& lot of the fyke nets around the bay. A
good many of them are set right in the mouth
of the rivers, md then there are others set
right in the bay. Some plases in the bay
are quite marshy. They get the grass pike
in such places. I do not think they get
very meny pickerel in the fyke nets. Of
course they cateh a fev of all kinds of fish,
but t;hoy claim the primjipd. eatch is her-
ring, suskers, perch and that sort. In
some places where they set them on purpose
to get the black bass they get quite a
number of them, I do not think blaek bass
are as conmon as they are in Lake Erie, and
there are not many piuu around this lake
where they cateh any. There are only two

Places around this bay (Thunder Bay) where
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there are many black bass, and there does
not seem to be many there any more. I'hou;
people around Bayport fish considerably for
sport, but not around here. The sportismen
are catching the bass out quite lively. I
have known one man to eateh 150 in & day.
You take 4 or 5 of those small beats around
North Bass Island (Lake Erie) and I think
during the season they will eatch more than
all the pound nets do, I never saw & very
great lot caught in the pound nets. Ir
they get 50 or 100 1lbe. in 6 pound net s,they
think they are doing very well. I do not
think it would injure the pound net fighing
much to let the bass go, although they are
worth as much as whitefish or pickerel to
the fishermen. With blaek bass you can
fish along the leaders and find schools of
them, but they do not seem to go into the

trap, and when they do get in I think they




will get out again,

In the Detroit River I do not think they
catch many sturgeon by seining, but they
catch them with hooks. They set the hooks
naked and do not bait them. I was down
near the mouth of the Detroit River trying
to hatch out some sturgeon and there is a
little Island called Pox Island where the
fishermen used to fish and they would string
their hooks back and forth over the channel
when the sturgeon spawn and snag them with
their hooks, @and on the Canada side the In-
dians caught them the same way,. I have
seen sturgeon caught that had greati big
sores on them as though they had been
hooked and broken away. I was fishing at
the mouth of the river and they commence
about the 15th of May, and they are done
probably about the 5th or 10 of June, Then

up at Algonae they do not commence until the
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run is all through below probably about June
15 and are done by July 15, These men used
10 set their nets down both sides of Negro
Island end other fellows seit on the other
side near Wyandottie. I do not know of

any sturgeon fishing in Leake S5Si.Clair. They
secem tc run into &z défferent channel. They
must work up the river above Lake St.Clair,
but I do not think they catch them in Lake
St.Clair. After they get through spawning
there they ¢laim it is about the same run
that works up the river and spaw¥ns in the
Little Basso Channel and Snsgke hardie.

I do not think they get many whiitefish in
Lake St.Clair, I never heard any body
spesk about the whitefieh being very plenty
thero.' They zetl them in the Detroit River,
however, That used L0 be & great spawning
ground, and is yet. I think where the

Michigan Fish Commission got the most of
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their fish is right down oprosite the fort,
I forget how many tﬁouuml fish they caught
and opened there last fall. There used to
be a fishery at Belle Isle and one &t aécky
Island and one at Grass Island and Grassy
Ialund: The great fishery in Detroit River
for whitefish is with the seines. It would
be hard to fish anything else there as yoi

could not fish pound nets or gill nets on

~acoount of the current. The Michigan Fish

Commi 85 ion seine at Belle Isle, but they do
not get near as many figh there as at the
Fort, The State Fish Commission eontrol
the best fisheries along the river, I hard

1y think they got more eggs than they could

handle last year, however, because they had

men out on Leke Michigan gathering eggs dure-
ing the late run, I think they used all
the eggs they got.

I do not think they use figh for fertil-
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igers up here, but I have seen it done in
Ohio. They simply used the sheepshead anrd
refuse fish, however, and had no fishery for
fertilizing purpocses. At Sandusky they
used to have 3 or 4 scows to run the fish
down and AQwmp them in the bay. They
dumped it around the mouth of the bay or
around Cedar Point, I think that the dump-
ing of offal will knoeck the whitefish amd
trout grounds out entirely, but for pickerel
and perch I de not know that it }hurts 4t at
all. I think probebly the offal will at-
traet pike, pickerel, perch and that class
of fish, but it will ruin whitefish anmd
trout grounds. Just the fact of the fish
having been driven away from this north
ground where the fish snd nets rotted on the
ground ought to prove it,. The second fall
they fished on this late spawning ground in

Lake Michigan, and having 3 or 4 gangs of
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nets to each tug and losing the nets and
figh there, I think simply drove the fish
off the ground for 2 or 3 years, &as they did
not catch them off in such & short time,

It hag always been the opinion of the figh-
ermen here that if the offal was dumped in
thé laeke it would rulin the wvhitefish and
trout fishery. They always figure on bring-
ing that stuff ashore here, but it depends
upon the captraim of the boat; if he is too
lazy to have it.} buried I guess some of it is
dumped. But the béttor class of fishermen,
and the fish dealers believe it hurts the
ground and they do not want it done.

I have noticed it within 2 miles of the
point (Thunder Ray) that the stuff was
gtirred up pretty well from the bottom, and
I have seen it for 6 or 7 miles out that we
could not find any clear water. There is a

great deal of rubbish going out of the river
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all the time. A good desal of the bark copes

‘W’k off the logs as they are floated down. I
M do not know how the slabs and edgings get in
as they are supposed to burn the refuse.
o When the logs come down over the dam they
' separate them into booms and let the refuse

go, They have cld logs up here on the
rapids that have been there for years and
years end I presume a good many of those are
worthless and they let a good deal of it go.
The river runs probably 40 or 50 miles into
the interior. There were no brook trout in
-'[5,1@7"1 it until they planted them, These fellows
around here claim thet the river never had
any trout in it before they ever run any logs
in the river.
ot The nearest grayling region here is at
2/‘: y the A Sable river. '~ They have to go baek
probably 20 or 30 miles to get them, They

did not make much of a suwcess of raising



them. They eould hateh them, but could not
raise them very anc.oetaftnly. I think they
need clearer water than the trout and dif-
ferent water, There are a few of the rivers
I think that run into Lake Michigan near
Petoskey that have a few grayling in. They
fish for them with the fly. It has always
been supposed that there never were any
grayling in these rivers north of the Au Sa-
ble that run into Laks Huron, but !ir,Rowloin
told me that he saught a lot in some of
those streams that run into the Cheboygan
River 2 or 3 years ago.

I have not heard any fault found with the
pulp mill. I do not think there are Tish
enough around the mouth of the river to
emount to anything. Still, last winter
some fellows fished small gill nets out in
the mouth of the river and caught a few

whitefish, which is something they have not
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done for years bdefore, they claim, I do
not know as I ever saw a maskinonge eaught
here in the bay. This pulp mill has been
running for 5 or 6 years, and those whitee-
fish have certainly been coming up there for
the last year or two and they had not been
eoming up for several yesars back, ¥hen
they dredged out the harbor here I think
they dumped the stuff down near grassy
Island; down in the bay probuably a mile be-
low the mouth of the river, There are no
spawning grounds there that I know of,

They usually dump that stuff off in some
shallow place.

I do not know of any at tempt being made
to kill fish by explosives. Soms man told
me that the Sco River was a great black bass
ground and thet when they first commenced
blasting there they could piek up a bushel

of them &t a t.,im.
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Spearing is not sarried on very mueh in
the leake, There is a little of it done for
these shallow trout in the faell up at Presgue
Isle, Thunder Ray and Middle Islands, just
for sport, =md I think those fellows up at
Presque Isle used L0 make a little money out
of it, They would take regular spawning
fish just the same as the gill nets would
catch, There is a little spearing done
here in the winter also, but not a great
deal, end & little done in Saginaw Ray.

Here it is done for trout and I do not think
I ever saw a whitefish speared here. In

Saginaw Bay they get trout and somne pickerel
There is not enocugh of it done to amount to
anything. There is a little spearing done
for sturgeon, but not a great deal. They

do it for gort more than anything else. I
do not know of any spearing done slong here

by the Indians. Refore they stopped them
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spearing in Long Lake I know one man to go
out there and he speared for 3 nights, and
caught 60 ofd one night, 70 odd one night,
and 70 or 90 one night, of whitefish,

. On Lake Huron, Lske St.Clair or Detroit
River there is no chance for dip netting.
They dip in the river here a little in the
spring when the suckers are going up, dut
that is the only dip netting I know of.
That is altogether hand 4ip netting.

There is very little hook ad line fish-
ing for commercial purposes on this laske.
There is none done from here that I know of.
There is & little done in Saginaw Bay, They
do it there in the spring and I think about
the only thing they fish for is eatfish,
They get the hig catfish. They get very
few big catfish here. They have to get
down in wammer water for them. Lake Erie

is & great place for hook and line fishing
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in the summer for catfish. Those fellows
have rige that probably do not cost them
over $25 and they mske $100 a month.

There are very fex sturgeon around here
any more. It‘usod to be quite a sturgeon
ground down in the bay here and arcund Zture
geon Point, but there are vary few anymore.
It would bhe advisable to plant sturgeon to
inerease the stoek if they could do it.
They are worth a lot of money and they are
fish that are playing out faster than any
thing I lmgm of, I do not know efly way to
regulete it unless they prohibit satehing
them entirely or have a close ssason, They
eatch them at Monroe about the first of lay,
and up the river around Fox and Cross Ise
lands, and at Algonae; and later on a&long
the latter part of July they catch them up
in the toqt of the ldt‘e oﬁtsidﬂ of Port Hu=

ren,
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There is no particular sport fishing to
be protected in this immediate neighborhood,
At Saginaw Bay there would be certain loczl-
ities where they caught blaek bass in the
fyke nets. They used to ecstch them down
here at South Poigt in good gquantities. ¥e
got about 400 black bass from & mmn down
there one spring and tried to get the eggs
from them, but had no success with them., O0f
course we did not have a feir chance here as
we took those wild fish and put them right
into these tanks, and it did not give them
eny show, It might be, if we had fish
penned up for a year or two, or smetime. be
fore the spawning season ceme on, ¥we could
get eggs from them, but I do not believe
they can take bass just before they spawn
and pen them up and get eggs from them.
Their eggs do not have a chance to bs lost

and spoiled the way the whitefish eggs do
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anyway . They are so few days in hatching
out that they do not have a chance to fungus
and spoil like the vhitefish eggs do that
lay for months.

I do not think there is a seine anyvhere
only in the bay and at the foot of the lake,
at Port Huron. They use them there more
for the sturgeon than anything else. I do
not believe they cateh very many whitefish
in the fall with the seines there. I do
not know of any spawning grounds around Port
Huron, I do not heliewe they get very many
ghitefish down thai way any more. They
seine a good many piekerel down there I
think because they commence seining pretty
early in the spring. I d& not remember of
ever hearing the old fishermen tell about
ever doing any eeining here. Of course in
Saginaw Bay they used to fish most alto-

gether with seines, but I think the pound
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net figshing was about the first fishing that
was ever dame here. There is one place
this side of Whitefish Point where they can
get whitefish eggs.

I think Mr.Alpern is pretty well thought
of by the big fishing firms. The fishermen
sould fertilize the eggs I think, but there
is 2 question in my mind whether they would
do it or not. I would hate to have my
stock of egge come from any eggs they might
take, Instead of hateching out 80 or 90
per cent we would hatch probably 20 or 30
per cent, I do not know why they got up
the regulation io0 save the spawn unless it
was 10 prevent the State from getting a
close season, Alpern says the whitcﬁﬂ;
propagation is no good hers simply because
he hes gone on record in his fight sgainst
the State Fish Commission. Lincoln used to

elaim that the fish all went over to Canada
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