
ALPENA,MI CHIGA??, AUGUST 26,1894. 

(RICHARD RATKBUN) 

M r .  Case who gave testimony yesterday 

furnished the following dates today; - 
The f i rs t  tug was fished from Alpena i n  

1874, using g i l l  nets ,  by Capt,Persons. He 

caught any amount of t rout  then, but there 

was no sale for %%ern, Some were sal ted but 

not much w a s  thought of salt f ish then. 

About 18'76, he fished with the  tug off Osco- 

da and South Point. - 
In 1859 the  first t r a p  net (pound) w a s  

set  i n  Thunder Bay, a t  Whitefish P o i n t ,  by 

Ruggles & Bennett. They se t  4 nets that  

year and had spendid fishing h-om about 

September 1, on. The same year a s m a l l  

pound was set  a t  Sulphur Island by Trombley 

of' Saginaw. 
IC 

Fishing began t o  show a serious faLting 



o f f  (whitef ish)  about 1874 and 75. - 
Mr . Cas e began fi shing at Sulphur I sl md 

i n  1867. The pound had not been en t i r e ly  

s e t ,  when i n  t rk ing  it up they caught 60 

bar re l s  of whitefish. This w a s  ear ly  i n  

September, and the fact  is  re fer red  t o  i n  

h i s  t est  imony , 

In 1868, 3 of his pounds on Sulphur 

Island ( the  e n t i r e  l o t )  took about 124 bar- 

r e l s  of whitefish in one dag’s f i & t i n g .  - 
Mr.Danie1 Carter,  one of t h e  oldest  set-  

t l e r s  here used t o  do some seining i n  Thun- 5&’ 
i;;L”y 

der Bay, j u s t  t o  the  west o f  the  mouth o f  

Alpena River, where sawdust land has s ince  

been made. In 1853 he remembers seining 

al together  during a short season about 100 

bbls .  o f  p ickerel ,  - 
In  1845 t o  1848, t he re  were about 200 

fishermen using small sail boats with g i l l  

9 
& 

nets  from Thunder Bay Island and Sugar Is- 
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. 
*)r 

land. They f i s h e d  near shore, r i g h t  in 

sight of  land. They c a g h t  almost e n t i r e l y  

wh i t e f i sh ,  very few t r o u t .  Fishing w a s  

’f’@ good, t h e  c a t &  being saXted. About 1848 

fishing dropped o f f  t h e r e ,  and t h e  sane men 

r e n t  down t o  Au Sable o r  O s C O d a ,  where good 
cLry””Ly 

f i s h i n g  continued up t o  nea r ly  1865. There 

were many boz ts  f i s h i n g  from t he re  when M r .  

Case first cane t o  t h i s  region. 

Scare Crow Island has fbrnished a grea t  
3 I #  

pound f i shery .  Ruggles and Bennett had 

pounds i n  the re .  They were s e t  by Mr.Case, 

and t h e  fishing l e t  ou t  on h a r e s  t o  a half‘ 

breed, who knew nothing about f i sh ing  t h e m ,  

and dfd not do n e a r l y  as wel l  as a m a n  o f  

some experienae. He did not keep t h e  n e t s  

mended, and they  became r i d d l e d  w i t h  holes. 

T h i s  was i n  1861 o r  1862, and t h e r e  were 2 
;*a 

pounds. However, t h e  ha l f  breed got 750 

barrels of whitefish in  t h e  course o f  2 1-2 



7? months. 

Scare C r o w  Is lmd was t h e  l as t  p lace  i n  

Thunder Bay t o  take whi te f i sh  each season. 

They came i n  f i rs t  a t  Rorth Cape, and reached 

Scare Crow Island about 2 weeks l a t e r .  

The first s a w  m i l l  put up in  t h i s  region 

w a s  a water m i l l  at Ossineke, a l s o  c a l l e d  
5 

then Devil River,  i n  1848. The first s a w  

m i l l  a t  Alpena w a s  put up i n  1858. - 
I* L 1- For t h r e e  years  previous t o  1880, fishing" f 

had been poor i n  Thunder Bay. In  t h e  year 

named, however, t h e r e  was a grea t  run of' 

whi tef ish.  But tha t  was the  l a s t ,  and 

s ince  t h e n  t h e r e  has been no good f ishing i n  

t h e  bay. Mr.Ca8e allowed me t o  copy f r o m  

his papers t h e  catch made by h i m  i n  h i s  5 

pounds i n  1880. He had t h e  memorandum only 

f o r  September and October, but he stated 

that  t h e  fishing continued good (not  as good 

as i n  October) up t o  about t h e  middle o f  
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November when stormy weather came on, These 

pounds were located p a r t l y  between the is- 

land and t he  mainland, but more off the  

is land,  the pots  being i n  depths o f  24 t o  40 

fee t .  It w a s  a good spanning ground f o r  

whitefish about here. Since 1880 there  

hasn' t  been enough f i s h  i n  t h a t  region t o  

pay fbr any fishing, t o  pay expenses. S . H .  

Davis has t r i e d  at t h a t  place,  and C.Alpern 

ha8 pounds on t h e  north s i d e  o f  t h e  bay. 

The force of these remarks appl ies  t o  a l l  

par ts  o f  Thunder Bay. There has been prac- 

t i o a l l y  no whitef ish f ishing s ince 1880. 

Mr.Case's record of catch in  the  f i v e  

pounds on Sulphur Island, i n  1880, i s  as 

follow 8 : 

Sept .  i 5 ,  
It 1 6 ,  

1 6 ,  
L 16,  

.I?h 

17, 
17, 
22, 
22, 
22, 

25 68 
3255 
2037 

245 
1226 
76 

1515 
1510 

80 

lbs ,  
W 

U 

U 

U 

U 

0 

W 

d r  e s sed whit e f i &I 

round W 

p i c k  e r e l  
dressed whitef ish 
pickerel  
round whit efi sh 
dressed * 
pick e r e l  

w lt 
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Sept. 23, 
23, 
23, 
24, 

I! 24, 
24, 

" 24, 
25, 
25, 
25 

28, 
28, 

27, 

2550 lbs. dressed whitef ish.  
3171 I! round U 

2121 dressed wh i t e f i sh  
2042 I! round W 

6 sturgeon, ($1.50) 
3355 lbs. dressed wh i t e f i sh  
4765 I! round W 

2000 round whi te f i sh  
3575 I! 
5000 dressed W 

990 p i cke re l  

551 I! p icke re l  

215 p i cke re l  

0 U 

(Mr.Case says t h a t  on t h e  28th they 

might have secured 10 tons from the pounds, 

but they  hadn't t h e  means o f  caring for 

Sept. 30, 2160 lbs. 
30 1960 

@ 30, 140 
Oct. 1, 1175 

1, 140 " 
2 ,  590 

w 2, 1355 " 
2, 125 

w 4, 1665 
U 4  1050 " 
I! 6 t o  

10,10,200 " 

* 11, 100 . 11, 1242 
11, 682 

13, 2000 " 
13, 3761 

round whi te f i sh  
dressed w 

p icke re l  
round whi te f i sh  
bass 
dressed wh i t e f i sh  
round U 

p i  ck ere1  
d r e s  sed w h i t  @f i sh 
round - W 

w h i t  ef ish 
round whi te f i sh  
dressed W 

p i c k e r  e l  
dressed whi te f i sh  
round 
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Oct. 15, 
15, 
15, 
18 

19 
I) 20 

21 

6- 

19, 

21, 
22, 
22, 

2800 lbs.  dressed w h i t e f i a  
3900 round W 

1520 round whi te f i sh  
3080 U W 

3700 dressed W 

1145 round W 

2600 dressed W 

2100 round R 

1035 dressed R 

1845 round U 

170 * pickere l  

The r e s t  of  October is lacking. The 

l e  t o t a l  amount received for the  above fish was 

&3,124.75. 

round and dressed w a s  3 1-4 c e n t s  per pound. 

P icke re l  were t h e  same i n  prece,  a n d a l s o  

t h e  bass. The kind o f  bass  is not s t a t e d  

but w a s  probably black bass. 

The p r i c e  o f  whitef ish,  both 




