
Capt .Geo.S.McCauley, S o u t h q t o n ,  Onto 

* Interviewed by Wm.Wakeham and Richard Rathbun, 

Septeniber 7 ,  1894. - r  

I f i8h  nothing bvt  g i l l  ne ts .  I use a 

' tug. I have been f'i8hing here off an8 on 

for 20 years. I WFIS f ishing up in  t h e  Geor- 

gian Bay between times, some seasons I we8 * - .  

up there  and some se8sons here. f have -- 
~ 

fished as far smth a8 Kincardine. ' Between 

Xincarltfne and Cape Hurd there  has never 
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7? _ .  

been much pow& net fishing. They tried 2 _ .  

or 3 here a couple of years ago. They t r i e d  4 -  

one up at t he  Fishfng Is lands,  bnt d i d  not 

make 1p 8ucc@8s of i t .  Fyke nets  have never 

been Used alonfl; t h i s  coast .  1 saw a seine 

tried around the I s lands ,  bnt they d id  not 

catch' much. They have iirsed seines  ext ensire- 

17 here at t h e s .  
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They have used them up at 
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Sable beach and Whitefish Islan8. We used 5 2  
t o  f i sh  there  ourselves for herring‘. The J.uc””;l 

, 8eining was a l l  far herring. They  have used 

seines at  Burke I s h n d s  also.  That is the  

only p lace  they have been used from Kincar- 

d ine  t o  Cape H u ~ l  i n  my time. The shore $ 8  

not f i t  t o  haul t he  seine;  i t  18 too rocky. 

I do not think they have seined my for t h i s  

last 4 years. The water got so low at White- w’ 
s f i s h ’  Islands t h e t  the  herring d id  not seem 

/‘ t o  cane in.  They ~ l l  stoppea onts ide of the  

island. The water has lowered here 2 feet  I 

guese. It has been lowering fo? 7 years. X 

have noticed it all ’alone t h e  shore here. I 

do not know the  rea8on. Besides, there  was 

a saw m i l l - b u i l t  there ,  and all these m i l l s  

bui l t  on t he  shore have ruin@ the herr ing 

___-  - 

f ishery and t he  whi te f i sh  f i shery  also.  

There is one saw-mill at the Sable River and 

there  w8s one ipside of Whitefish Island, 



but i t  is  not triere now. One is on the 

stream and the o the r  was on the  islan8. I 

suppose t he re  is  p n i t e  a good deal  of t he  

a a ~ u s t  goes i n  t he  water. 

b n t  they had such l o t s  of it that I guess 

they were not p a r t i c n l a r  about i t ,  but l e t  

* 

 hey bu& a l o t ,  

it rzin in tile r-iver. It i s  a mill run by wa- 

ter power and it is 8 Pine rnili. T h e  saw- 

dust would b e  what w0121d hnit-t t h e  f ishes,  

and t h e  slabs and edgings BlBO, as they _ -  
dr i f t  out i n  t11z 1 ~ A e  and s ink .  On the Sa- 

j 2  
b l e  beach I h8ve seen then ca?ch l o t s  of 

whitefish. Tney were large whitefish. There 
* yrlr 
A 

* aerb some mall ones just before they qu i t .  *. . 

They used to take fish i n  t h e  siumler season, 

but  they would not allow them and so they 

dropped it. They prohibited the seines in 

w- 
a p;? 

the  simer on a c o m t  of destroying these 

small. whitefish I suppose. They destroy 8 

p o d  many'youne whitefish during t he  s m e r ,  



but in the f a l l  of t h e  year they do not  de- 

&@ a t m y  thm because those young whitefish are 

not OR the beach then.  They come in only 

' I  AurJnc t h e  smmer. The seines tken  were 

about 6@0 fee t  long, ~ n c l  Rbo?.it 30 f'eet deep 

In the b m t .  They used 2 1/2-fneh rr:eflh in 

hlch pts 5 Inches. They ha8 then tepering 

2 inches If s e i n e s  were per- 

mitted now, they w m l d  b e  used. T think 

they stopped. t h e n  Etbont 4 yeem ego on ac- 

COUP t of deRt r o y j R g  sv?ll  nh-l t efi'sh. The 

sefnes were ljcensed. then. We vead to pay 

8s h l a h  a8 $125 for R 19cense ror a seine 

for 1 1/2 months.- Thftt wo?71cl h e  from the 

PSrst  of October until the  middle of Kovern- 

b e r e  We had t h i s  on dn ish?%. The island 

wa8 m e 1 1  yoii covld 8 r a ~  it from one 

point along, an8 there we8 only one side tw 

could dmc j t  The lfcen~o p v ~  :IS the  sole 



rieht to f i s h  t!:ere. They mxld s e i n e  out 5 2  
&' about 1/4 m i l e  fmni t h e  b e e 3  pro!,P.bly. The 

water would be 20 or 30 f e e t  deep. It is 

f f l  
I. ~ 
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There" is no hook ard l i n e  P i s h i n e  ,been car- 

rie8 on f o r  ' t rotl t .  Tiiere Ere no fisheriwn 

here t r y  to m & e  a l i v i n g  at. ti1P.t un this 

share, b u t  it is done e. i i t t l e  for spor t .  -_.- - 

net; 8. 

that t i m e .  There was 1 tug the first yeatr. 

Tliere was 8 l i t t l e  t.1.r.~: fished here 2 years 

Tf;ex*e hes been 5 t u g s  fiere ciwine 

before that .  Th$~'8-'vrES One :IS& here 4 

years a@ a l o n ~ ;  riti i  tile l i t t l e  one, and 

then they sola t'he saaZl one ~ .nd  got  a n o t h e r  

one year before l a s t ,  and last year they got 

2 more tugs hsre. There rere- ti t?qp here 

last year f CZI" awhile, b u t  one WRS orrly char- 

tered. T h e  s a i l  boats  have Et1wa:Is been Used 

here. There use6 tc r  be" more m i l  boats than e' 



or 10 f’iskinc hwe. 20 y e a r s  a p  t 5 e r e  



4. 

l eads  9 Toet apqr't. The t r o u t . r i e t s  ars 

5 l/Z-ir_ch mash, 15 ulesi~es &?e;,, m-C t h e y  

. heve 7 G  leacis 3 reat apart. TLie s n i l  boat8 

use botn k i n d s  ecd t i i g s  use 'both kinds .  We 

fist1 ttie witi tefish nets  i-igiit a~orig w t i l  

tire first of October, and bef;in-c?s 69011 as 

navigation oper,s. We startea this y e w  

about the 20th of tiarch, b a t  some y e a r s  we 

bo not get  started luitil t h e  2 0 t h  01 A p r i l  

r .  

4 

.-., . or first  of blay. It- is pxiercIly about  

App.i1 20. We l * I s l i  ' then yip to ti;@ first of 

October. They tek'e o u t  tlie t r o u t  nets sane- 

t i m e s  earlier tlian the first of Octo3er. I 

-.i- ~ 
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spann in other months. f have found them 

spawning In July. That would be in  deep wa- 
* 

? ter, and I snppose they were deep mter 

trout.  They were short,  fat Msh. Those in- 

shore trout spawn abont  from the  15th  of No- 

vwber out. I never knew any t o  spawn in Oc- 

tober. We never take the snore trout in Oc- 

tober w i t h  the  spawn running, bnt 1 mRy have 

seen an odd one occasfonally. But the main 

body of them do no2 spawn until in November, 

f o r  I have cawht thm here frill of spawn i n  

November. In the  ill nets  we take a fer 

fl p i c k e r e l ,  but they are ver?i rare. Get no 

/--- 

d. 

91 

yellow perch. They never took yellow perch 

’ s;”: i n  the seines. Get no black bass, cat-fish 

yr or sturjpon. I have only seen 1 or 2 s t w -  

w 

/ 
Ipl, 2 $4 

geon i n  the seines i n  my l i f e  and I caught 

j u s t  one i n  the gill nets . ‘  Get no pike or . .  
*!d I 

rnaskinonge. Would ~ 0 t  stzckers. Get the 

suckers In about 10 fflthoma of water m d  
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4 never SFW any sri:itttfisk: ca:@t i i~ Lhc g i l l  

nets  too s:m11 to keep .  T h e y  will weigh not 
@' 

t h c t  w i l l  not  stay in tile g i l l  nets. They 

tncg' ce tc t t  smne of' trie 2 pound fisk i n  tirem. 

i n m  m e s h .  Anything smaller tnm tnat will 

harrinc net in my Xife,  and I never heard of 
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cer7x.*t t h  en. 

f rom t h e  lues. We have the  trouble ~ i l l  over. 
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They a r e  as t h i c k  as ever here.  '1 Bo not / L ' b  

b i .  

W' 
won16 not l i m i t  t he  fishermen, but would l e t  

everybody go In  rho wanted to .  Of C O ' I I P ~ ~ ,  < . , & a -  

- // 

see any good i n  a c lose  seet8an. We have flt 

t o  c lose  about tha t  time any way. Lastayear  

i t  was blowing t h e  whole t i m e  and r e -  could 

not heve done anythine any way, There would 

not b e  a ereat deal of f i s h i n e  & m e  fn Noven- 

b e r  if there was no close semon. I would 

not r e p l a t e  t h e  size of t h e  mesh at a l l .  I 

t h i n k  they aye about r igh t  now. I would not 

l i k e  t o  see any g i l l  n e t s  less than 4 1/2- 

inch m e s h .  I would not have them any l e s s  

for my own use. If they were 4-inch, r e  

would have twice t h e  t r o u b l e  i n  c l ea r ing  t h e  

fish out of them. They would eet caught 

more by t he  midale then ,  and eet so tieht we 

could hardly get them out ,  ard now they get 

IC 

9 I 

I- 

e m m t  mostly by t h e  head arxl teeth. I: 6- 

these 5 tug8 t h a t  f i s h  hare  i t  make8 no dlf- +p 
.p.* 2' c.L 
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ference t o  them, beoaiise they w i l l  catch 

about t h e  same qnantity, and f do not know 
* 

~ but that they woula catch t h e  same q m n t i t y  

If there were 20 tugs f i s h i n g  her;* at least 

Af. for a few years. The sail boats do not 

pLb2 catch as many f i sh  8s they did 20 years ago. 

4 gueas t h e  reasm is t h e  fish must be 

saarcer* and I t h i n k  the  sawUust is the 

cause of' i t . .  Whitefish would be the princi-  
_ -  

L p a l  fish t h e  sail boats used t o  catch. 'I ,fcq ' 

&onld have the saw-mills stopped from thmw- 
&+ 

ing 8 8 W d t l S t  i n  the streams. Th i s  m i l l  here 

they do not want t o  throw t h e i r  sawdust i n  

the  lake, as they team i t  away too f a s t  and 

burn i t .  It is generally unc¶erstood tha t  

t h w  R r e  not allowed t o  put 88Wh8t in the 

rater, Alone t he  Sable River I have seen 

the sawdust f loa t ing  clown at nfght They 

&re snppo8e8 t o  haul It back an8 burn i t .  

M C c l f m ~ S ,  when they owneB # m t l l  there, used 



t o  let  lot8  of it go in, 6 or 8 years wo, 

hot  f do not know 88  the men who own it now 

the R a m e  f'i8hine each pear. I have fished 
c 

there 5 years and averag;ed about t h e  same 

each year. The tugs do not belore there, 

but 80 there t o  f i s h .  
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