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Capt .Geo.S.McCauley, Southampton, Ont.

+ Interviewed by Wm.Wakeham and Richard Rathbun,

‘Z"l

September 7, 1894.

I fish nothing but gill nets. I use a
tug. 1 have been fishing here off and on
for 20 years. I was fishing up in the Geor-
gian Bay between times, some seasons 1 was
up there‘and some seasons here. 1 have
fished as far south as Kincardine. ' Between
Kineardine and Cape Hurd there has never
been much pound net fishing. They tried 2
or 3 here a couple of years ago. They tried
one up at the Fishing Islands, but did not
make & success of it. Fyke nets have never
been used along this coast. I saw a seine
tried around the islands, but they did not
catch much. They have used seines extensive-

ly here at timha. They have used them up at
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Sable beach and Whitefish Island. We used
to Pish there ourselves for herring. The
seining was all for herring. They have used
seines at Burke Islands also. That is the
only place they have been used from Kincar-
dine to Cape Hurd in my time. The shore is
not fit‘to haul the seine; it is too rocky.
I do not think they have seined any for this

last 4 years. The water got so low at White-

aﬂz;'fisw Islands that the herring did not seem

s

el

to come in. They all stopped outside of the
island. The water has lowered here 2 feet 1
guess., It has been lowering for 7 years. 1
have noticed it all along the shore here. i
do not know the reason. Besides, there va;H‘
a saw mill built there, and all these mills
built on the shore have ruined the herring
fishery and the whitefish fishery also.

There is one saw-mill at the Sable River and

there was one inside of Whitefish Island,



but it is not tnere now. One is on the

st ream and the other was on the island. I
suppose there is quite & good deal q; the
sawdust goes in tne watsr. They bu#n a lot,
but they had such lots of it thgt I guess
they were not partieular about it, but let
it run in the river. It is a mill run by we-
ter power and it is & fine mili. The saw-
dust would be what would hurt the fishes,
end the slabs and edgings also, as they
drift out in tne leke and sink. On the Sa-
ble beach I heve seen then catch lots of
whitefish. Tney were large whitefish. There
were someg small cnes just before they quit.
They used to take fish in the swmmer season,
but they would not allow them &nd so thney
dropped it. They prohibited the seines in
the summer on account of destroying these
small whitefish I suppose. They destroy a

good many 'young whitefish during the summer,
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_5'4»«'“"’ but in the fall of the vear they do not de-
Mqi’::"% st roy then because those young whitefish are
' not on the beaeh then. They come in only

. during the summer. The seines then were
? about 600 feet long, &nd ebout 30 feet deep
in the bunt. They used 2 1/2-inc¢h mesh in

the burt, and in the wings they run up as

high #s 5 inches. They had them tapering

Mfrom 2 inches out to 5. If seines were per-

‘Z::jwf mitted now, they would be used. T think
W" they stopped them sbout 4 yeers ago on aec-
count of destroying small whitefish. The
seines were licensed then. We used to pay

; as high as $125 for a license for a seine

for 1 1/2 months. That would be from the
- M first of Odtober until the middle of Novem-
ber. We had this on an island. The island

: was smell and you could drag it from one
z” point along, and there weas only one side we

sty could drag it, The license geve us the sole

4
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right to fish there. They would seine out
about 1/4 mile from the beech probably. The
water would be 20 or 30 feet deep. It is
pretty shallow on the Sable beach and serdy.
There is no hook ard line fishing been car-
ried on for trout. There are no fishermen
here try to meke a living at thet on this
shore, but it is done a‘little fer sport. -
Thney have used tugs nere 4 years witn gill
net s. There nes been 5 tugs here during
that time. There was 1 tug the first year.
There was & little tug fisiied here 2 years
belfore that. There w&as one used here 4
years ago along wiln the little one, and
then they sold the small one and got another
one year before last, and lasl year they got
2 more tugs hsre. There were 5 tugs here
last year for awhile, but one was only char-

tered. The sail hoats have always been used

here. Thereg used to be more ssail boats than
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there are now. I have seen &s hipgh as 20
here. Some of them wonld go up to Georgien
Bey in ths symmer for awhile and then would

'vere 9

come down here again. Iast yeer there
or 10 fishing here. 20 years ago there
would be 20 or more. The number of seil
boats has decreased ®nd the tusgs have teken
their place. Sometimes the tugs 2nd sail
boats fish on the same grounds. I heve
often fished among the saill bhoats. The rea-
son of the decreass in the boests T suppose
is because the whitefish are scarcer. The
sail boats have to fish in deep water in
the summer, as well as tugs, bhut in the
spring and f211 they both fish inshore.

They use herring $ill nets here. They are
3 1/2 pound nets and they are 50 to 60 mesh-
es deep, and 2 3/4-inch mesh. There wounld

be about 40 leads on them and they are about

6 feet spart. T do not do any herring fish-
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ing and none of the tugs fisn for herripg.
We have whitefish eand trout nets. Thev;hite-
fish nets ars 4 1/2-inch mesh, 10 u'iesheg
deep, weigh 3 1/2 pounds, end they have 80
leads 9 feet epart. The trout nets ars

5 1/2-inch mesh, 15 meshes deep, and they
heve 70 leads 3 [eet apart. Tihe sail boats
use botn kinds and tugs use both kinds. We
fisn the whitefish nets rignl along until
thie first of October, and begin as soun as
navigation opens. We started this year
about the 20th of larch, but some years we
do not get started until the 20th ol April
or first of May.* It is generally about
April 20. We fisii'thentup to the [irst of
October. Tney teke out thie trout nets some-
times earlier than the first of October. 1

am going to set some to-day. We take ihe

whitelish nel's ashiore the first of October

80 they will last ‘another Segason. During
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September we may use both whitefish erd

trovt nets just to keep the thing poing un-

til we get our trout nets ready.

The s2il

boests use generzlly from 70 to 850 nets.

They heve them all out the Pirst

of the

month, The tugs will use about double the

amonnt of the s2il boets, The sail bhoats

have 4 pgengs ir the weter and the tups run 4.

The 4 gangs 2re in about all the
the whitefish nets in the spring
prineipelly trout.  We fish Sown
dine first in the spring &nd ont
from here. We start in about 20

water and set out probebly to 40

time. In

we teke

near Kincar-

north-west

fathoms of

or 50 fath-

oms, We will go out from 12 to 15 milss in

the spring at first, and thet ‘is

for 3 or 4

weeke, and then we begsin to po way ovt into

the middle of the 1lske. Our fishing grounds

in the midédle of the lgke &re on

the banks

"out there in ebout 211 depths. We fish on
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that 9-Fathom Renk snd fish in 75 ari 80
fathome. We ro shout half wey to Cens Hurd,
which is es f§r 2s we ro north. We go south
within 10 miles of ¥ineaxdine. Tha; fishing
will contirue mp to Yovember. In October we
get our tront netg back of the Fishing Isl-
ands. We do no‘ set them ir deep weter., We
set them from & to 20 fsthoms. We do not go
inside the FTishins Islends, ss it is shallow
weter. Theyv will fish up salong thet shore
in October from here vwp to Cepe Hurd. The
boets move np in thess coves and herbors and
fish ovt of there in the f=11., Thsy just
move up therzs and live there for a time.
Theyv have tugs collecting the fish up there
then when it is nice westher, and when it
blows they selt then. We set some whitefigh
in May, June &nd July now, but not a great
manyv, Get them in from 10 to 20 fethoms.

Wa get them all mlong the shore, but not in
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2 deep water. We pet eon odd one on the bank

H'?' in the middle of the lake. The whitafish /"

W have decressed or pfone somewhers where we
cermot find then. We do not ecet 1/4 as meny
ag we used to, They are very lerge in size,
We do not ret any small ones in the ~i11
M neteg., The tront are as common as thev nsed

¢
e M“j to be and I do not see any difference in

‘ © their shyindence or size. We 2t then from
L :
e 35 to 50 pounnds here. Get them nsar that 2-
b" FPethom Bank thet size., If there were 20

c}ﬁ%eil hoats fishing now and no tugs, thaey
e

: ‘W would not cet as meny as they used to. We

et the sama aquantity by coing grester dis-
tances and fishing new porounds, but we would
not get the same quantity on the same
grounds. When we first Pishaed £111 nets, we
got 2 smaller ran of whitefish that we do
not cet now. The whitefish prenerally stsay

" M in ashout from 10 to 20 fathoms of water, OFf
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course, there are different kinds of white-
fish., There are some whitefish vom cezmot

catch with £ill nets, &s they will not £ill.
i

They ere big ones. 1 have scger the {ime

0

when they would get them on the Sable beaeh

fishing with the seines, znd get 100 barrels
et & drag, 2nd I have secn tham set the gill
rnets along that beach end not et = single -
fish. That was in the fall, in Oetober.
The whitefish spawn here. There is one kind
spawns late in the f211 about Noverd sr 20,

and T think those oitside whitefish spawn in

I have seen the spewn running from

July.
thie ontside wanitefisn in July. The &rout
spewn at all seasons of the year 1 believe.
There ig & tuing You could rot ergne with Mr.
Wilmot last yesr, and he would eall a man &
liar il he s&id the trout sﬁeWn in any other
month than Novanber, but" I c&n prove it by

all the fishermen on "this shore theat they



gspawn in other months. I have found them
spawning in July. That would be in deep wa-
ter, and 1 suppose they were deep water
trout. They were short, fat fish. Those in-
shore trout spawn about from the 15th of No-
vember out. I never knew any to spawn in Oc-
tober. We never take the shore trout in Oe-
tober with the spawn running, but 1 may have
seen an odd one occasionally. But the mein
body of them do not spawn until in November,

for 1 have causnt them here full of spawn in

A

November. 1In the gill nets we take a few
pickerél. but they are veryv rare. Get no
vyellow perch. They never took yellow perch
in the seines. Get no black bass, cat-fish
or sturgeon. I have only seen 1 or 2 stur-
geon in the seines in my life and I caught
just one in the gill nets. Get no pike or
maskinonge. Would get suckers. Get the

suckers in about 10 fathoms of water and
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~but, of course, some will get drownad. We

shallower. Wovlid not get tnen in 30 or 40
fathoms. 1 wish they were all killed out of

the lake. Leny & ton 1 nave slung overboard.

@
.
[

Get no sheepshead. We get tiue noon-gcye

heve never seen & menominee whitefisgh., Get

Merrn;

no long-jew or bive [in. There is only the
one xind of herring we get. The herring
here are abont like the Lirke Erie herring,

but mignht be a little longer. Thae 3ill nets

here are iet out 4 nights. We have no

1 o

trouble in keeping the fish alive in them,

get probably from
ey

trout in a 1ift. Tney will weish abont 1

20 to 40 pounds of smuell

{ha

~

pound apiece. We tﬁrow lots of them out
alive, We do not wsnt to cetchi them, as
tiigy are a nuisance to us. We do not want
to catch then under 2 1/2 pounads. It would
be better to tarow out all trout under 2 1/2

pounds that would live. We do not want any

vl
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whitefisn under 2 pounds. There are lots of
nhitefisii in Georgian Bay that are only 2
pounds on an averages, and tney nevex: Srow
any larger tonen tnet. They ere all the one
size. There they would want to turow out
every tning less than 1 1/2 pounds. Can
sometimes turow the whitelish out alive. I
ngver saw any waitefish caught in the gill
nets too small to keep. They will weigh not
less than 2 pounds. Anyining smaller than
thet will not stay in tane gill neits. They
Fish the same sizZe mesn in vecorgian Bay and
tngy catci somg¢ of tne 2 pound fish in then.
We get 2 pound [ish ners and tnet is just
gbout tiie size tanat will stay in e 4 1/2-
inean nesn., Anything smaller tnan thet will
g0 througii., Tney do not get eny young white-
fish in herring nets here. They gei & few
small trout. 1 never seaw a whitefish in a

herring net in my life, &nd I never heard of
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their being caught. There i3 &8 man here ﬂan—m
ufactuvures the offal into oil. They heve nsv-
er put any in the ?mt;-:r to amount to anve-
thing., 7T do not think it wonld doc any herm
any wav, however, as T tl:iﬁk the trovt come
along and eat it up erein, end T svrpose the
whitefish will est someo of it, too. The o
wnitefish will est bait., T censht & eouple
off the pier here oree with & hook snd line.m
It is fine fyin trolling For trouvt. You can

troll for them in June, &8 thev are in shal-

low water then. I have seen them estel 400

-pounds of then in & deyv trolling. They

" would uss 2 sail bost. VWhen I wes going out

to 1lift my nets in the morning, they wonld
bite pood, and in the evening alsc. They
wonuld pull very herd on the line when yon
cancht them.

We heve lots of trouble from the bark

from the logs. We have the trouble all over.
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We get it out in the middle of the luzke hare,
but do not get it along this store because
there is no log towing done here. 1 ha%e
hed nets rvined by it so that I had to throw

e B .
them awey,

—

y -

Pl

As to regulations, 1 would stop every saw-
mill frum putting sewdust in the water for
oneg thing, and I would stop 211 log towing.
The sawdust gets on their crounds and it
cets in their £ills. 1 heve never scan it
in their gills, but T know that is the way

it aets on then, as they will not stay wherse

4 ., . R
there is sawdust. T do not think I would !
put any restrietions on fisuing at all. o

'\ qm

Those rough fisn along the shors onghit to be !
done awey with. They eat up all the spawn

of the rest. The suckers were not so abun-
dant formerly as they are now. The sturgeon

and other fish are very destrictive to the

",,JJ’ speawn also, You cannot kill the trout off.




They are as thick as ever here. /1 ao notw [l
see any good ih a close season. We have got
. to close about that time any way. Lastayear
it was blowing the whole time and we could
not have done anything any way. There would
wﬂﬁ”/’}"’y not be a great deal of fishing done in NovenT
W ber if there was no close season. I would %
not regulate the size of the mesh at all. 1
think they are about right now. I would not
Yo like to see any gill nets less than 4 1/2-
inch mesh. I would not have them any less
for my own use. If they were 4-inch, we
7’""‘4 would have twice the trouble in clearing the
fish out of them. They would get caught
" more by the middle then, and get so tight we
could hardly get them out, and now they get

caught mostly by the head ard teeth. I -

. ,,fﬂ‘“
. W would not 1limit the fishermen, but would let

[/ ‘ everybody go in who wanted to. Of course, <.~

these 5 tugs that fish here it makes no dif-

:i::




ference to them, because they will cateh
about the same guantity, and I do not know
but that they would cateh the same quantity
if there were 20 tugs fishing here: at least
for a few years. The sa2il boats do not
catch as many fish as they did 20 years ago.
_é,, ,~~1 guess the reason is the fish must be
é%;ﬁ,;wff’ scarcer, and I think the sawdust is the
e ~ cause of it.. Whitefish would be the prineci-
/ .
pal fish the sail boats used to catch. /I e
jvould have the saw-mills stopped from throw-
ing sawdust in thg streams. This mill here
they do not want to throw their sawdust in
the lake, as they team it away too fast and
burn it. It is generally understood that
they are not allowed to put sawdust in the
water. Along the Sable River I have seen
® the sawdust floating down at night. They
are supposed to haul it back and burn it.

McCleans, when they owned & mill there, used
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to let lots of it go in, 6 or 8 years ago,

but I do not know as the men who own it now
do. Off Cape Hurd ths tugs average about ;i““
the same fishing each year. 1 have }1shed,
there 5 years and averaged about the same

each year. The tugs do not belong there,

but go there to fish.
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