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Charles Laird, Bath, Ontario. 

September 23, 1893. 

Fish Dealer here f o r  20 years, and has a l s o  

fished some within that time. 

As t o  d i i t e f i sh ,  salmon t r o u t ,  pike and 

piakerel, there has not been more than 1/4 the 

usual batch th is  year, 

But bass have been more abundant than 

uaual . 
Eight years ago there were more whitefish 

taken than ever. 

'Ilhit8fiSh &ways spawn on the north b o r e ,  

wherever it may be. On the north side of the 

Bay of Wintd, thrcughout most of i t s  length; 

off the south side of Amherst Island; off' Bath 

Point (just east of Bath); on Roaes Bar (just 

west of Bath, about 112 mile); and on High 

Bank, faalng the township of South Fredericks- 

b W g ,  opposite the Upper Gap. 
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In  a l l  p l aces ,  the whi tef i sh  spawn on 

c, hard g rave l ly  bottom; i n  2 t o  5 f e e t  of water. 

They a l w a y s  come i n t o  shoal water for  thLs 

purpose. The spawning season begins about 

November 1, and continues u n t i l  last of 

November, but the  main body spawns during a 

period of only about 4 or  5 days. Can see 

them p l a i n l y  while they are on these  spawning 

grounds .  Has never not iced the whitening of  

t h e  water with t h e i r  spawn, and has never seen 

the  eggs,  

They a r e  very t h i n  j u s t  a f t e r  spawning, . 

but f a t t e n  up r ap id ly .  

As soon a s  they a re  through spawning they 

go back into deep water. 

The f i s h i n g  f o r  whi te f i sh  is ca r r i ed  on 

i n  depths of' 40 t o  200 f e e t .  Forty f e e t  i s  

about as ahallor r a t e r  a8 they come i n t o  except 
d, 

whilespawning and in June. They l i v e  on mud 

bottom in  the spring, and u n t i l  June. During 

June t h e y  aome into c e r t a i n  sandy plaoes having 
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a depth of 5 t o  20 f e e t ,  remaining the re  only 

about 1 t o  2 weeks. T h i s  is near the shore, 

where they can be seen, and they a r e  said to 

come t o  these places i n  order to scour t h e i r  

s c a l e s  of' the mucous or scum which g e t s  on t o  

them i n  the  mud. 

They r e t r e a t  f rom the sand t o  t h e  deep 

water muddy grounds, where they remain u n t i l  

the  spawning sea8on. 

Imense  q u a n t i t i e s  come onto the sand 

shoals in June,  and they are then i n  exce l len t  

oondi t ion,  and a s  large a s  elsewhere. 

Salmon t r o u t  were very thick last f a l l  bn 

Big Bar, south of Amherst I s land ,  but they 

would not mesh. Unlike the whitefish, they 

will go t o  spawn on either shme, providing 

the conditions a r e  suitable. They spawn on 

@ Big B a r ,  and all along at the head and foot o f  

Amherst Island; Qn 8 to 10 f e e t  of r a t e r ,  small 

grave% bottom. Begin t o  spawn about beginning 

of' November and pray spawn during all the month. 
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Salmon t r o u t  a r e  f i shed  f o r  i n  the same 

depth of water a s  the whi te f i sh  and even deeper d 
The average weight o f  the salmon t r o u t  a t  

present  i s  about 6 pounds. 

Salmon t r o u t  r a r e l y  come i n t o  the b a y s  i n  

surmer,--only a few. I n  winter,  however, a 

g r e a t  many come i n ,  chasing the her r ing ,  about 

t he  l as t  of December, when the i c e  i s  beginning 

t o  form. They go up the  Bay o f  Quint& about 

6 miles  above the Upper Gap. They remain 

more o r  l e s s  u n t i l  i n t o  May, and are  therefore  

more abundant about here i n  the winter than at 

other t imes,  but not many a r e  caught a s  they do 

not f ish For them. When they leave  they go 

out t h e  lower gap. 

The whitefish do not come i n  the same wag, 

and do not feed on her r ing .  

Sport  fishing is a s  good now as ever. 

Bas8 do not b i t e  as well  as they used t o .  

They a r e  abundant, but they feed on the a m a l l  

wehad' and t h a t  induoes then not t o  take b a i t .  
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There is no market business i n  bass. 

Only a very fer a r e  taken by hook and l i n e  f o r  

the  market. 
e 

Pike w i l l  spawn anywhere on mud bo t tom i n  

shallow water, even i n  d i tches  and on marshes. 

The season i s  the last of  A p r i l .  They p re fe r  

muddy, grassy o r  weedy bot toms.  

Late i n  the f a l l ,  during the winter ,  and 

e a r l y  i n  the spr ing he buys a good many pike,  

but only a very few i n  the summer. He can 

s e l l  a l l  t h a t  a r e  brought in .  They are 

abundant i n  qrany p laces ,  but not many a re  taken 

i n  t h i s  d i s t r i c t .  He ge t s  them *om adjacent  

d i s t r i c t s .  They a r e  caught i n  g i l l  nets .  

Many p ioke re l  a r e  marketed. (They d i s -  

t i ngu iah  3 or  4 v a r i e t i e s ,  apparently d i f f e r i n g  

only s l i g h t l y ) .  The main ground near a t  hand 

i e  i n  t h e  Lower Gap. They a re  a l s o  taken up 

through Bay of Quint4 and i n  Hay Bay. 

D 
They 

are oaught i n  g i l l  nets, and a r e  very hard on 

t h e  ne t s ,  using them up very badly. 
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They a r e  taken all the sunmer up t o  about 

'L) September 1, when they drop o f f .  They begin 

again i n  November, coming i n  w i t h  the whi te f i sh  

and continue present  through the winter, 

They range i n  size f'rom 2 t o  10 pounds, 

and sometimes a t t a i n  12 o r  15 pounds. Does 

not think they feed on whitef ish spawn. They 

feed  l a r g e l y  on he r r ing  and "shad," 

Bullheads do not occur much i n  t h i s  d i s -  

t r i e t ,  and a r e  not caught. They are taken i n  

Lennox D i e t r i c t .  

This is the f i rs t  year they have done 

much i n  the market with perch and suckers,  and 

only a moderate quant i ty  has been marketed. 

They are not much thought o f ,  but i n  the  

s e a r a i t y  of better fish t h i s  year ,  they have 

been i n  8 o m  demand, They occur  between 

Amherst IIland and the mainland, and on the  

outr ide of the i s l and ,  They are abundant. 

&e caught in pike nets. 

d 

Were taken mainly 

during July and Auguat. 
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Very l i t t l s  sturgeon f i sh ing  i n  t h i s  d i s -  

a t r i c t .  Used t o  take sturgeon here i n  n e t s  

s p e c i a l l y  made fo r  t ha t  purpose. They were 

g i l l  n e t s ,  w i t h  7 o r  8 inch bar. All taken 

now are  caught w i t h  hooks. 

Eels a re  Caught by means of hooks, a few 

around Amherst I s land ,  but mostly i n  Hay Bay. 

The amallest  which he has seen probably have 

not measured l e s s  than 12  t o  15 inches. They 

range up t o  5 and 6 pounds, t he  l a r g e s t  occur- 

r i n g  i n  Hay Bay. They are captured m o s t l y  i n  

t h e  8uLILner, but a re  seen i n  the winter,  when 

they l i e  mostly buried i n  t h e  mud. 

Cuak U8ed t o  be very abundant i n  the Bay 

between Amherat I s l and  and the mainland, and 

they Used t o  take them i n  the nets .  Has not 

aeen any i n  t h e  bay  for 10 o r  15 years ,  but 

they could not have decreaaed on account of' 

having been caught 8p.  

off *South Bay Poin t ,  out i n  the lake,  but they 

are not  marketed. 

a 

They now aa tch  them 
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Mr. Laird acts  as a bpying agent for the 

Lake Ontario Fish Co. at Cape St. Vincent.  

* 



Nelson I n s t a n t ,  Amherst I s land ,  opposite 

Bath, Ontario. September 23, 1893. 

--------------e 
e 

Farmer and fisherman, and a very i n t e l l i -  

gent well-to-do man. 

The f i she ry  f o r  whi te f i sh  and salmon 

t r o u t ,  on t h e  outs ide  of' Amherst Island is 

c a r r i e d  on t o  a dis tanae  of 5 t o  7 miles  from 

land when the weather is s u i t a b l e ,  but at 

other  t imes not so far o f f .  The p r i n c i p a l  

fishermen f i e h  ou t s ide  of the i s l a n d  and i n  the 

upper gap. They do not pay much a t t e n t i o n  t o  

t h e  waters in s ide  of the is land.  

During t he  pas t  30 t o  40 years thinks 

t h a t ,  on the  whole, t he re  has been a decrease 

i n  t h e  abundance of aalmon t r o u t  and whitefish.  

There, a r e ,  however, cyc les  of good f i s h -  

ing, followed by per iods  of poor f i s h i n g ,  and 

the f i s h i n g  during the  paet  10 y e a r e  has prob- 

ably been ne good, on the whole, as during the 

previour 10 years. 

U 
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The per iods o f  good f i s h i n g  seem t o  las t  

8 f r o m  3 t o  5 years ,  followed by per iods of 2 o r  

3 years of  bad f i sh ing .  

The pas t  year has been very bad, t he  

previous one was b e t t e r ,  but not very good. 

Two and th ree  years  ago the f i s h i n g  was 

exaeedingly good. 

The above remarks apply t o  whi te f i sh  and 

t r o u t .  The fishermen i n  t h i s  region do not 

pay much a t t e n t i o n  t o  other  species.  

He i s  f i r m l y  o f  the opinion t h a t  the 

ashad9 (p l an ted )  are ru in ing  the schools of  

whi te f i sh  and salmon t r o u t ,  as they devour 

t h e  f5t.y. 

The salmon t r o u t  deposi t  t h e i r  eggs the 

last of October, and the  f i rs t  p a r t  of November. 

Has seen them doing 80 the 28th of October. 

The whitefish spawn about 1 month later. The 

salmon trout eggs hatch the  last part of .Maroh 

and first part of April; the whi tef i sh  egg8 

s o d t  later, 

d 

. 
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It iu j u s t  after th i s  that they come t o  the 
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su r face ,  and d i e  in such l a rge  q u a n t i t i e s ,  

Has found t h e i r  spawn on the bottom, he 

claims. I t  i s  very mall,  not g lu t inous  l i k e  

frog spawn, but a few eggs, 3 o r  4 ,  seem t o  

s t i c k  toge ther .  I t  i s  most l i k e  pike spawn. 

Salmon t r o u t  spawn on the  b a r s  on grave l ly  

and s h e l l  stone bottoms, (The l a t t e r  made up 

of honeycombed o r  per fora ted  s tones ) ,  i n  depths 

of 6 t o  40 f e e t ;  only t o  a very s l igh t  e t t e n t  

ins ide  o f  the i s l a n d ,  but mainly on such p laces  

as Big Bar, o f f  the outer  s ide  o f  Amherst 

Island. Spawn t o  a dis tance  of 3 miles  off 

thia is land.  

Whitefish spawn more inshore.  Never knew 

them t o  spawn on Big Bar; bu t  they do extens ive-  

ly a l l  through the Bay of Quint6 up t o  and 

‘above B e l l e v i l l e .  Also off the  south s ide of 

Amherst laland. 

be gravel lying on clay 4r sand. 

The bottom prefer red  seems t o  

The close season for these 2 Species  iS 
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t h e  month of November. Only an odd salmon 

t r o u t  spawns i n  advance of t h i s  per iod ,  or 
? 

af ter  it. 

i s  during t h i s  month, and continues f o r  only 3 

o r  4 days, varying eomenhat i n  time i n  d i f f e r -  

The height  of the spawning season 

en t  years. 

Whitefish spawn a l l  through November, 

reaohing t he  he ight  about November 20.  Some 

odd ones w i l l  spawn l a t e r  than November 30. 
* 

The 2 p r i n c i p a l  f i s h i n g  s t a t i o n s  i n  t h i s  

d i s t r i c t  are Bluff Point a t  the  head o f  the  

island, and Drain's  Po in t ,  a t  the  southwest 

oorner of the i s l and ,  The remainder of t he  

fishermen are s c a t t e r e d  along the  shores.  

mitefish n e t s  a r e  s e t  on mud bottom, i n  

depths of 60 t o  125 f e e t ,  and even 150 f e e t .  

It  would not do t o  set  them i n  rocky bottoms. 

They are a very d e l i c a t e  net ,  made of  very f i n e  

thrfmd-like twine, 

c! 
They have a 4 1/2 inch 

met& (stretched), a r e  12 IBeahes deep, and w e  
sunk t o  the bottom. B.ch man 18 supposed t o  
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have 100 rods ,  of which 50 rods w i l l  be i n  use 

a t  a time, and 50 rods kept on ahore. However 

some do not possess more than 50 rods  a l t o g e t h a  

The n e t s  a r e  s e t  p r i n c i p a l l y  off' the  south 

6 

side of Amherat I s l and ,  between Timber I s l and  

and the False Ducks. Also set t o  some extent  

i n  t h e  upper gap. The t o t a l  a r ea  over which 

6 

they set is not a l a r g e  one. 

The average size of the whi te f i sh  a t  

present  is 1 1/2 t o  2 pounds. 

Any whi te f i sh  under 1 1/2 pounds will go 

through the  4 l/2 inch mesh nor Used. 

weighing 1 3/4 pounds would go through the 5 

inch mesh, which  the law presc r ibes  s h a l l  be 

t he  minimum, beginning next year.  

A f i s h  

Thinks the  law ahould not be changed t o  5 

inch mesh. In  ma88 it i s  enforeed they w i l l  

loa8 a large propor t ion  of the  f ish i n  t h i s  

reg ion ,  and t h e  ex ten t  and value o f  the f i she ry  

rill be greatly reduoed. It rill acarce ly  pax 

and many rill have to give it up, 
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Salmon t r o u t  are not taken a l toge the r  on 

-a t h e  same bottoms as the  whitef ish.  

For salmon t r o u t  they use 6 t o  7 inch 

mesh. I n  t h i s  region a r e  caught only i n  

October - in  depths of 6 t o  40 f e e t ,  on and 

about Big Bar, a rough shoal o f f  the south 

s i d e  of Amherst Is land.  'It i s  a t  t h i s  time 

t h a t  they come i n  preparatory t o  spawning. 

A t  o the r  times they a re  i n  deeper water, and 

they do not take  them from here.  

A t  t h e  Duck I s l ands ,  however, they f i sh  a 

good p a r t  of the season f r o m  ear ly  i n  the 

spring t o  the last of July. They then d i s -  

appear from there .  He has heard t h a t  i n  tha t  

r eg ion  they f i s h  sometimes i n  as deep water as 

150 t o  180 f e e t .  

I n  this  d i s t r i c t  they catch a few pike i n  
d 

the spring, but in t he  whole d i s t r i c t  the 

en t i r e  pike f i s h e r y  i s  very ,inconeiderable . 
His ion8 sometimes us8 some of t h e i r  o l d  g i l l  

nets for t h i s  purpoae, but it is with them only 
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an in0 iden ta l  mat te r  . 
Do not f i sh  for bass o r  p i cke re l  fo r  

market, un le s s  it may be on a very small scale .  

The amount of p i cke re l  about here is inconsid- 

e rab le .  

Most of' the f i sh  caught about here goes  t o  

t h e  Lake Ontario F i s h  Co., a t  Cape Vincent. 

The gill n e t s  are  Scotch made, and a r e  

gene ra l ly  purchased i n  Toronto. The side 

l i n e s ,  which a re  o f  cotton, come from the 

United S t a t e s .  

There is only one man, so f a r  a s  he knows, 

who fishes for bullheads i n  t h i s  d i s t r i c t .  

There a r e  not enough' s u i t a b l e  p laces  such as 

marshes, t o  l ead  t o  an extensive f i s h e r y  f o r  

them, 

Very  l i t t l e  sturgeon f ishing, .  Knows of 

only one man rho f ished t h i s  year, and he had 

secured only 4 sturgeon. 

@ 

There i e  no hook and l i n e  f i s h i n g  here  

exoept for sport 
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The channel c a t  and the cusk a r e  very 

r a r e  about here.  It 

The Americans have good salmon t r o u t  

f i s h i n g  on Newfoundland Shoals) Charity 

Shoals,  and off' the Head o f  Bear Poin t ,  head 

of Wolfe Is land.  

Does not know whether the best  grounds 

f o r  salmon t r o u t  a r e  on the American o r  

Canadian side of the lake.  

As regards wh i t e f i sh ,  have a l toge the r  the 

best grounds on the Canadian side.  

Cisco o r  ' rea1 herr ing '  a r e  r a r e  about 

here now. Used t o  be more abundant, but t he  

'shad. are dr iving them away. They have been 

caught i n  l i t t l e  nets, f o r  use as b a i t ,  as f o r  

s turgeon fi8h8ry. 

Blue back her r ing ,  resemble the wh i t e f i sh ,  
a 
$.* 

but do not have quite the same shape. They 

are t h i c k e r  toward the  t a i l  and have narrow 

dark streaks down the side8. They follow i n  

with the whi tef i sh ,  but only an odd one taken 
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i n  that connect ion,  

1s Bloater8 resemble the c i sco ,  but a r e  

bloated o r  distended back o f  the g i l l s ,  and 

t h e i r  body then narrows down qu i t e  small Qo 

t h e  t a i l .  Do not find many on t h i s  side o f  

t he  lake .  They seem t o  keep more t o  the 

American s ide.  They are  not good un les s  

ea t en  wi th in  2 hours a f t e r  aatching as they 

s p o i l  r a p i d l y ,  

Spoke of the discontent  among the sport  

fishermen who come here, a t  t he  use o f  n e t s  by 

t he  market fishermen, the former a l l e g i n g  that  

t h e  l a t t e r  are spoiling t h e i r  bass fishing. 

They see the  f e w  buoys s e t  i n  one place or 

another ,  and aomplain that the  n e t s  a r e  s e t ,  

but t h e y  do not r e a l i z e  i n  what depths o r  what 

is a c t u a l l y  taken by them. He said tha t  a l l  

t h e  ne t  fishermen toge ther  i n  t h i s  d i s t r i c t  do c 

not  aatoh over 100 pounds of  bass a season. 

Only an odd one of t h i s  spec ies  will mesh in 

the g i l l  nets .  
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Bass a r e  g e t t i n g  more p l e n t i f u l  every year 

9 Thinks pike a re  a l s o  on the increase ,  from 

w h a t  he has heard of the catch made along the . 

shore . 
Knows l i t t l e  about p i c k e r e l ,  and the same 

as  t o  bullheads.  

(We saw i n  h i s  possession t he  j a w s  o f  a 

maskinonge, weighing 45 pounds, and about 4 

f e e t  long,  which he had taken by t r o l l i n g  a 

few years ago. The aws were very s tou t  and 

heavy. The t.eeth. few, long, s tou t  and sharp. 1 
3F \ 

As a whole, t he re  i s  not near ly  a s  good 

market f i s h i n g  (wh i t e f i sh  and salmon t r o u t )  as 

the re  w a s  30 or 40 years  ago. Nevertheless 

t h e r e  a re  the  r ecu r r ing  per iods  of good and 

bad f i s h i n g  previously desaribed. 

Th inks  it ie wise t o  have a close season 
F\ w 

for salmon t r o u t  and whitefish.. Does not 

think they could arrange the season b e t t e r  than  

a t  p re sen t ,  namely, month of November. This 

i r  a l s o  t h e  worst month f o r  the  boa ts  t o  ven- 

t u r e  o u t ,  
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12  t o  14 years  ago the re  were twice a s  

iR many fishermen as there  are now. The same 

fishery was ca r r i ed  on then a s  nor ,  and no one 

has ever gone i n t o  the small f i s h i n g  here fo r  

market, Two poor seasons 7 years  ago induced 

some of' these men t o  abandon the f i s h e r y ,  

The present  bad season may have the same 

e f f e c t .  These men go into other businesses ,  

such as farming, or  anything they can p e t  to 

do, and many of them never r e tu rn  t o  f i sh ing .  

The reduat ion  i n  the number of l i c e n s e s  has 

a l s o  reduued the  number o f  fishermen, but t h i s  

was not the primary came. 

n 
G 



R. R. Finkle, Bath, Ontario. 

September 23, 1893. 
d ,  

er, Amherst Island District. 

This district extends from the lower end 

of Amherst Island to the middle of the passage 

between the 881118 island and Prince Edward Co. 

It include8 the waters between the mainland and 

Amherst Island, and off the outside of Amherst 

Island, as far as the fishermen in this dis- 

triut go to fish. The passage at the upper 

end of Amherst Island is called the *upper gap" 

that at the lower end the 'lower gap.* 

No hoop nets or seines are  used in this 

diatriot. 

The only nets used are gill nets. 

23 liuenses have been issued this year for 
5,. 

g i l l  nets. Bach license permits the use of 

100 rods 01 gill netting. This is the maximum 

number of gill nets now allowed in this d i s -  

triat, but this is a new reetriction. 
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I n  t h e  w h i t e f i s h  g i l l  n e t s  have been 

allowed t o  use a m i n i m  of 4 1/2 inch, stretch- 

ed mesh, but next year rill not be allowed t o  

use less than 5 inch. 

These n e t s  a r e  used i n  the  upper passage 

and outs ide  of Amherst I s land ,  t o  a maximum 

dis tance  of  about 7 miles .  When the weather 

is bad, however, they cannot go out so far.  

The depth o f  these g i l l  n e t s  i s  1 2  meshes. 

The Lake Ontario F ish  Co. of  Cape Vincent, 

sent  boats  t o  fish on Canadian s ide  of l i n e  3 

or  4 months of l a s t  year, but they have not 

repeated t h i s .  They used a smaller  mesh and 

the gill n e t s  were 18 meshes deep. 

About a l l  of' the  fishermen i n  t h i s  d i s -  

t r i c t  are f i s h i n g  f o r  the American market, 

having given P b i l l  of sale o f  t h e i r  o u t f i t  t o  

Americana. Their f i s h  therefore  en te r  the  

United S t a t e s  f r e e  of duty. 

A tug from Cape Vinaent comes over t o  

e o l l e a t  t h e  fi8h twiae a reek o r  of tener .  
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T h i s  has been going on 2 o r  3 years, ever 

s inue the  passage o f  the McKinley b i l l .  

This arrangement is o f  p e a t  bene f i t  t o  

the Canadian fishermen. (There has  been no 

d i s p o s i t i o n  t o  fu rn i sh  much information on t h i s  

subject .  ) 

While the  fishermen repor t  t o  h i m  t ha t  

they are using not more than 100 r o d s  o f  g i l l  

n e t s ,  some have much more on hand, up t o  200 

and 300 rods, and he f e a r s  that they sometimes 

may have the fill amount i n  the water. He has 

no means of keeping up an inspect ion.  

He has no doubt but that there  a re  some 

men bes ides  the  23 rho a r e  l i c e n s e s ,  who f i s h  

outside of the i s l a n d ,  where they are out o f  

sight of peruons who would r epor t  them. He 

has  no means of detecting them. 

The demands f o r  l i c e n s e s  exaeed g r e a t l y  

t h e  23 allowed by the Government. Those whose 

appliaations aame i n  f i r o t  were the  ones who 

reeeived l ieeneee.  
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O f  the 23, 7 o r  8 a r e  a l s o  farmers,  the  

balance g iv ing  a l l  t h e i r  time t o  f i sh ing .  

The former may not -pay  much a t t e n t i o n  t o  the 

business except when the  f ish a r e  abundant. 

The f i s h i n g  season occupies on an average 

about 9 o r  10 months of' the year,  including 

all t h e  winter.  

The i c e  leaves  here  i n  A p r i l ,  and they 

begin t o  s e t  t h e i r  n e t s  soon a f t e r ,  e spec ia l ly  

i n  May. They a r e  employed thence p r e t t y  

cons tan t ly  u n t i l  t he  following March, when the 

i c e  becomes bad, and the n e t s  a r e  kept  out.  

The ioe  usua l ly  forms between Christmas 

and New Years. The n e t s  a r e  set under the i c e  

i n  d i f f e r e n t  ways, the poles  o r  o ther  arrange- 

ment being f rozen  i n t o  t h e  i c e  o r  placed upon 

it  and the nets lowered thence t o  the bottom. 

Do not  set  the  n e t s  under the i c e  outs ide  

Of Amherst I s land ,  but i n  the channel i n s ide ,  

and i n  the upper gap. Set outs ide ,  however, 

as long as the water remains free of  i ce .  
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The market fishermen i n  t h i s  d i s t r i c t  do 

not make use  of hook and line, un les s  it  maw be 

t o  8 s l i g h t  extent  f o r  tak ing  maskinonge. 

The heavies t  catches of whitef ish a re  nade 

i n  June. They a r e  also taken thence t o  

November 1, and some in May. They are a l s o  

caught during t h e  winter, but the winter  ca tch  

i s  smaller than the sumner. 

They fish f o r  salmon t r o u t  on the same 

ground as for whi tef i sh ,  but not t o  same ex- 

t e n t ,  the former spec ies  being much l e s s  abund- 

ant .  The bulk of the salmon t r o u t  a r e  taken 

i n  t h i s  d i s t r i c t  i n  t h e  fall. They a r e ,  how- 

ever, caught t o  some extent i n  a l l  the o ther  

months . 
About Pigeon Island t h e  f i shery  f o r  salmon 

trout cont h u e s  a l l  the year . 
The close 8eaaon for whitef ish and salmon 

trout is  t h e  month of November i n  Canada. 

Bight years ago they made the  l a r g e s t  

catch of whitefish they have ever had. Could 
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not say anything about t h e i r  abunda9ce previous 

t o  that t i m e .  Since then  they have been 

s t e a d i l y  decreasing i n  abundance, and during 

the  past two years  t he  catches have been very 

small. 

The fishermen are inc l ined  t o  think that 

t h e r e  a r e  cyc les  (not  necessa r i ly  of uniform 

d u r a t i o n )  i n  the  abundance o f  whitef ish.  

Per iods of  occurrence o f  great numbers, follow- 

ed by years of  g r e a t e r  s c a r c i t y .  What has 

become of them i n  the meantime, they do not 

know. They may be more abilndant those years 

In other  p a r t s  of the lake.  

Mr. Wilmot was through here a shor t  time 

ago, however, and instruated them that the 

whi te f i sh  planted a r t i f i c i a l l y  always came back 

t o  the  p laoes  where planted,  and the f a c t  of 

their being searue 8ome pears must show an 

actual dep le t ion  i n  t h e i r  numbers. 

Two years ago ealmon t r o u t  were s a i d  t o  

be 8 8  thiak as they had ever been seen, on Big 



7 

Bar, ofi? the south side of Amherst Island, but 

they would not ne t .  This was i n  t he  fall 2 

years ago. 

As a whole, the c a t c h  o f  salmon trout has 

g r e a t l y  decreased i n  t h i s  d i s t r i c t .  Durine 

the  pas t  5 years  the  annual catch has  been 

very small. 

About the Duck I s lands  he has heard i t  

said,  they are s t i l l  as abundant as ever. 

Thinks t h a t  both salmon t r o u t  and white- 

f i s h  a re  g e t t i n g  scarcer .  

A good fair quant i ty  o f  p i cke re l  a r e  taken 

f o r  the market, They are  captured i n  the 6 

inch ( s t r e t c h e d )  mesh gill n e t s  used f o r  salmon 

, 

t r o u t .  The market f i she ry  fo r  t h i s  spec ies  i s  

of recent o r i g i n ,  and t h i s  may account f o r  the  

r e p o r t s  that t h i s  species  18 becaning more 

abundant, They feed on the  mal1 ‘shad?, 

There is no c lose  season fo r  salmon t r o u t  

and whi te f i sh  on the  American s ide  of the line, 

and t h e  fishery c ont h u e s  t h e r e  r i g h t  through 
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t he  fall and t h e  spawning season. There is 

much complaint of t h i s  by  the Canadian f i s h e r -  

men. 

whi te f i sh  breed throughout a l a r g e  p a r t  of 

t h e  Bay o f  Quint&.  

The salmon trout breed p r i n c i p a l l y  o f f  

t he  south s ide  o f  Amherst Is land.  


