
Capt ,  John E l l i a o n ,  Port  Stanley,  Ontario. 

October 7 ,  1893. 

One of t he  moat prominent business men o f  

t h e  place and has lived here many years.  He 

is i n t e r e s t e d  i n  several undertakings,  includ- 

ing a saw m i l l  for hard lumber, and has the  

oont ro l  of 14 pound n e t s  i n  t h i s  v i c i n i t y .  

Comnenced f i s h i n g  i n  1880. 

A t  that time t h e r e  were: 

2 pound n e t s  a t  Port Stanley,  

2 o r  4 pound n e t s  a t  Port  Bruce, 

No pound n e t s  between Port  Bruce and Long 

poin t  . 
2 pound nets at Por t  Talbot 

5 or 6 pound n e t s  a t  Bagle, 

4 pound nets a t  N e w  Glasgow. 

Making about 16 a l toge the r  between Long 

Point and Rondeau, 

A t  Port B u r w s l l  they had probably been 

uring pound nets 3 or 4 years before t h a t  time, 
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and the 8- at Port  T a l b o t .  

Does not think pound ne t  f i s h i n g  has been 

c a r r i e d  on between Long Point and Rondeau more 

than  17 o r  18 years. 

Previous t o  that t i m e  they employed ch ief -  

ly drag seines .  Never heard of t h e i r  using 

g i l l  n e t s  m c h .  

Scarcely any se in ing  is now c a r r i e d  on. 

Do not ge t  as  good a class of  fish w i t h  the 

seines a s  with the pound ne ts .  

The number of  s e ines  at  present  between 

Long Point and Rondeau, not including those o f  

t h e  Long Point  Co.,  is about 7 0 ,  This number 

has been reaahed wi th in  about 6 years.  Eight  

years  ago there  were probably ndtover 2 5 .  

Most of t h e  increase  took p lace  between ther, 

and 3 or  4 years ago, since which time none 

* have been added. 

One person can obta in  l i c e n s e  for only 5 

pOUnd8, but he may purohase or  lea88 add i t iona l  

rights, Some men or  f i r m s  cont ro l  a s  many a8 
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10 pounds, He has 14. 

The Pots  of the pounds average about 26 

f e e t  square, 

26 t o  30 f e e t .  In a depth of 26 feet make 

the p o t  23 feet deep, 

i s  alwasy k e p t  above the bottom of the l ake  to 

prevsnt chafing. 

They are mostly set in depths of 

The bottom of' the pot  

The leaders generally range in  length from 

80 t o  125 rods, In  some places, as at Port 

Burwell, where the bottom slopes more grddually 

the leaders may be as long as 200 f e e t .  The 

inner end of the leader is on the shore. 

The pot has a 2 inch mesh; tunnel 4 inch 

mesh; hearts 5 inch mesh; leader 6, 7 and even 

8 inch mesh, The above a r e  a l l  extension 

measure 

In 8ome places may have a s  many 8 s  3 to 5 

pounds set  in nearly a continuous l i n e  from the 

&or@, outwards, Each succeeding pound i s ,  

however, a l i t t l e  to one side of the next inner 

one, and there i s  space l e f t  between the pot of 
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one and the end of the leader of  the next one 

e t o  permit of  the f ree  passage o f  boats. In  

such an arrangement as  t h i s  the leaders of  the 

outer pounds are about 50 t o  60 rods long. 

In that  distance pou w i l l  g e t  an increased 

depth of  about 2 f e e t ,  so  that each succeeding 

pot w i l l  be i n  about 2 f e e t  deeper water than 

the one next  inside o f  i t .  The depths would 

then range about as  follows: 26 f e e t ,  28 

f e e t ,  30 f e e t ,  e t c .  The arrangement of the 

nets may be represented as follows: 

. . . 
/-7 

. . . 

. 
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As the water becomes warmer w i t h  the  

adrance of t he  season, t he  f i s h  work f 'urther 

off shore, and b e t t e r  catches a r e  made i n  the  

outer  pounds, In cold weather the inner  

pounds do best. 

Herring and p i cke re l  a r e  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  

f i s h  taken i n  t he  pounds. Also take  a con- 

s ide rab le  number of whitef ish a t  times. The 

o the r  fish secured i n  the  pounds a re  perch 

(few),  white bass (occas iona l ly ) ,  black bass 

(sometimes:l o r  2 specimens i n  every o ther  

l i f t ,  a t  o the r s  not  1 i n  a week o r  ten days), 

p ike f few) ,  suckers and mullet  (10 t o  15 pounds 

a t  every l i f t ) ,  sheepshead, l i n g  (sometimes 

half a dozen i n  a l i f t ,  sometimes more) ,  s tu r -  

geon (comparatively few. 

year  than  i n  1892). No salmon t r o u t  are ever 

taken. 

Less abundant this 

The above enumeration i s  based upon the  

oatch i n  his 14 pounds a l l  considered together .  

The ground where his pounds are sat i s  mostly 

g r a v e l l y  and utony. 
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Count upon g e t t i n g  the  first whi te f i sh  i n  

t h e  f a l l  about October 5 o r  6. They come on 

gradual ly ,  increas ing  i n  numbers up t o  about 

November 15  or 20, when they begin t o  be a t  

t h e i r  height .  The spawning season cont inues 

t o  about December 10. They leave the  shores 

here sometime the l a t t e r  p a r t  of December. 

In the spring the first whi te f i sh  a re  

taken t h e  last  p a r t  of Apri l ,  or t h e  first p a r t  

o f  May. They a r e  not as  abundant i n  the . 

spr ing  8 8  i n  the fa l l .  A good spr ing  catch 

would amount t o  about 600 pounds, a t  a l i f t  

for t he  14 pounds. This, however, i s  an 

unusual catch.  They vary i n  akundanue fkom 

day t o  day, but increase  gradually i n  abundance 

as a whole, u n t i l  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  o f  May. 

Thinks they aome i n t o  shallow water a t  this 

season rimply t o  f i n d  new feeding grounds. 

By June 1 t h e y  have nea r ly  a l l  disappeared from 

the shore. 

the la., espeaia l ly  between Long Point  and 

Thinks t h e y  go i n t o  deep ~ l a a e s  i n  
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Erie, Pa., where they are fished for during the 

II aummer with g i l l  nets by Ameriaana. 

He attempted t o  giah for whitefish off 

this region in deep water, some 12 years ago, 

but it did not pay and he gave it up. He 

fished during August i n  a depth of' about 80 

feet, but obtained only 5 or 6 whitefish. 

Ha8 observed no difference in the size of 

whatefieh since he began fishing i n  1880. 

The average size is between 3 l/2 and 4 pounds. 

The smallest size that can be marketed is about 

1 1/2 pounds. This species runs in size up 

to 18 and 20 pounds. They very seldom take 

any in their pounds weighing less than 1 l/2 

pounds, and he has always wondered where the 

young whitefish remain. 

The bottom along this region where the 

pound net fishing is carried on C O I l s f S t S  of 

sand, gravel, alay, e t c .  

There is a gravel ridge extending from off 

Port W r e l l  to m point about 20 miles above 
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Port  Stanley. I t  i s  20 miles  d i s t a n t  from the 

a ahore a t  Port Burwell, and runs c lose  i n t o  the 

.shore at i t s  western end. The depth upon i t  

o f f  Por t  Stanley i a  about 60 f e e t .  I t  shoal6 

t o  the  westward. I t  i s  too deep t o  f i sh  upon 

with pound ne t s .  Has thought t h i s  might be a 

spawning c r o w d  fo r  whitefish.  

The wh i t e f i sh  taken i n  the pounds along 

t h i s . p a r t  of the coast  the l a t t e r  p a r t  of 

November a r e  spawning, which i n d i c a t e s  that 

they come i n  here  t o  spawn. 

Has observed no difference i n  the  abund- 

ance of whi te f i sh  since he began f i s h i n g  i n  

1880. They now run about t h e  same as then. 

Pound net f i s h i n g  was ca r r i ed  on during 

November of each year u n t i l  1892. During 3 o r  

4 years preceding 1892 t h e y  had been obl iged t o  

throw out i n t o  the l ake ,  during a l l  of November # 

a l l  t h e  v h i t e f i s h  taken. Previous t o  that 

t i m e  and baak t o  1880 a t  l e a s t ,  they were 

obliged t o  dispose of their aatahes of white 
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f i sh  i n  the  same way only from the  10th t o  the 

m last  of November. The whitef ish can be 

r e l eased  a l i v e  and i n  good c o d t i o n  from t h e i r  

n e t s ,  providing the necessary care is taken. 

His idea is tha t  the c lose  season f o r  

pound n e t s  ahould not begin u n t i l  November 10 ,  

and they should not be allowed t o  r e s e t  them 

again t h a t  year, as the whitef ish spawn a f e u  

days i n t o  December. They should not  be allow- 

ed t e  land  any f i s h  a f t e r  November 10, and a l l  

n e t s  should be brought ashore for  the season. 

He thinks a l l  the fishermen i n  t h i s  region 

would be s a t i s f i e d  with such a n  arrangenent,  

but they would not l i k e  i t  if' they  had to  stop 

November 1, f o r  the rest of the  year. 

The opinion above expressed he would apply 

t o  a l l  of Lahe Erie. West of' Rondeau they 

might not l i k e  i t ,  a8 they have a l a r g e  busi- 

nees with Ohio, by m e a n s  of  tugs. 

Their pound n e t s  are l i a b l e  t o  be nruch 

damaged once o r  t r i a e  during every month o f  
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October, e e  happened last night, causing the 

loss of eeveral days  in making repairs, and 

they would l i k e  to have a s  mach time as 

possible at this season, or their fishing may 

not amiint to much. 

Does not believe, from his experience, 

that rhitefish spawn much before November 20, 

and the spawning continues t o  a considerable 

extent i n to  the first part of December. Last 

year  he had nets set during the first few days 

of December and took spawning whitefish then. 

Wilmot seems not to have a clear idea of 

their time of spawning. Perhaps he realizes 

that they cannot fish much in December. 

Thinks that an increase in hatching 

operations w u l d  greatly benefit the  fishing. 

A sit'e'foor a hatching station at Port Stanley 

has been offered the Government, but it has not dl 

been=accepted. 

stream, of mostly upring rater, which empties 

into the lake about 1 mile below the port 

It is supplied by 8 good 
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entrance a t  Port Stanley. There i s  now one 

a whi te f i sh  hatchery at Amherstburg. Would 

suggest t h e  bui ld ing  of another at  Port 

Stanley and 1 at P o r t  Burwell. 

The whi te f i sh  o f  l ake  E r i e  and lake Huron 

d i f f e r  much. The former runs l a r g e s t  and 

s e l l a  b e t t e r  in t he  market; the l a t t e r  i s  a 

s l i g h t e r  fish. 

H e r o  they begin p u t t i n g  down the s takes  

- for t h e  pound n e t s  about A p r i l  15. Fishing 

bepirr8.the very  l a t t e r  part of A p r i l ,  and t h e y  

begin t o  take h e r r i n g  a t  once. They are  then 

taken through the e n t i r e  mason. Good f i s h i n g  

continues u n t i l  i n t o  J u l y .  The best runs 

oocur the l a t t e r  p a r t  of June and i n  July. 

About f i rs t  of  August t h e y  begin t o  drop off, 

and they do not  get  good fishing again unti l  

about September 15 to 20 ,  but th i s  varies more 

or less in d i f f e r e n t  years. The fishing keeps 

improving i n t o  the  fall, the bes t  f a l l  f i sh ing  

beginning about Ootober 15. 

e 

The herring a r e  
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taken moat abundantly i n  h i s  n e t s  ( f a l l  f isher3 

e during November. 

He t h inks  t h e  h e r r i n g  spawn even a l i t t l e  

l a t e r  than the  whi te f i sh ,  and t h a t  the  height  

of  t h e  spawning season i s  i n  December, varying 

somewhat i n  time. 

Herring a r e  not as l a r g e  i n  t h e  spr ing as 

i n  t h e  summer, but the  d i f f e rence  is not 

g rea t .  They a r e  l a r g e r  i n  the f a l l  than i n  

t he  suimer. 

The shipping crates hold about 150 pounds. 

I n  t h e  sp r ing  they put about 265 h e r r i n g  on an 

average i n t o  these  crates, but i n  t h e  f a l l  they 

rill hold only about 225. 

He has not taken 100 pounds of cull f i sh  

t h i s  year (undersized f i a h ) .  This,  however, 

is q u i t e  unusnal, and never happened before. 

e There i s  v e r y  l i t t l e  d i f f e rence  i n  the  

s ize  of the h e r r i n g  taken at any one time of 

the year4 They have lpuc1 l a r g e r  this year  than 

usual. The largest h e r r i n g  he knows of 
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weighed 7 3/4 pounds, I t  was caught during 

e t h e  surmer about 7 years  ago. There has been 

q u i t e  a sp r ink l ing  of l a r g e  he r r ing  t h i s  year, 

averaging about 1 1/4 pounds i n  r e i q b t .  

Could not d i s t i n g u i s h  these from the o the r  

h e r r i n g  e x o e p t  b y  s i z e ,  

Never knew of c i sco  being taken about here 

Begin t o  take  p i cke re l  as soon as the 

pounds a r e  s e t  i n  t he  sp r ing ,  but do not get 

near ly  a s  l a r g e  q u a n t i t i e s  then as i n  October. 

There i s  only a sp r ink l ing  o f  them i n  t h e  ca tch  

during the  sullllller, The p r i n c i p a l  ca tches  a re  

made i n  September and October,/lbeing the best 
October 

month. They are  less abundant i n  November. 

Cannot see t h a t  t h e r e  is any d i f fe rence  i n  

the abundance of p icke re l  s inae he began fish- 

ing i n  1880. 

Pickerel and h e r r i n g  a r e  not both caught 9 

abundantly toge ther  i n  the pounds a t  the  same 

time, mere f e  a g r e a t  f l u u t u a t i o n  i n  the 

catuh of piekerel as of whitef ish.  Good 
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catches m a y  sometimes continue f o r  as lone as 

one o r  two weeks, and then f a l l  of'f f o r  awhile. 

A t  times they a re  taken i n  imnense q u a n t i t i e s ,  

and i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  conceive where 80 many 

can aome from. 

There have been more yellow p icke re l  t h i s  

year than he has ever known before. They 

arrrrand a higher  p r i c e  than the blue p ickere l .  

L 

Picke re l  spawn the l a s t  of A p r i l  and first  

o f  Yay. Seldom get  spawning ones i n  the  

pounds, but take o n l y  a few p icke re l  i n  the 

spring. They a r e  probably elsewhere spawning 

a t  th i s  time. There a re  no marshy bays ,  

between Long Point and Rondeau, suuh as p ick -  

erel p r e f e r  f o r  spawning. There a r e  bold 

ahores all the way. 

Between A p r i l  15 and May 15  is  the  close 

8ea8on f'or bass and p icke re l ,  and all fiah of 

these epeeies taken in the pounds during that 

per iod  have Co be releaared. However, they 

take very few black bass here at any time of 
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There i s  no s p o r t  f i s h i n g  about Port  

Stanley except for perch on 8 very small scale e 
It is  c a r r i e d  on mostly on the p i e r  a t  the 

entrance t o  t he  harbor.  

If i t  becanes necessary to stop f i s h i n g  

with pounds November 1, thinks tha t  they 

should simply proh ib i t  the landing of  f i s h  

af ter  tha t  t ime, and allow them t o  take up 

their  nets a s  soon t h e r e a f t e r  as they can. 

Such a r egu la t ion  would be obeyed, and it 

would al low them t o  fish through all of  October 

which they w i l l  not be ab le  t o  do now. 

I n  case the number of pounds is l imi t ed ,  

i t  should be t o  f i x  the number nhich can be 

8et i n  a given area. I t  should not s t a t e  

d 

how far a p a r t  they should be. It i s  not 

a l w a y s  convenient t o  place the n e t s  at regular 

d i s t anoes  apar t ,  and 18 often e*pedient t o  fish 

s e v e r a l  near toge the r ,  a8 before described. 

They should be allowed t o  set the pounds 

as early i n  the spr ing  as the circumstances 
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w i l l  allow. Should be made t o  observe the 

c lose  seaaon f o r  bass and piokere l  i n  the 

manner t h e y  do nor. And then t o  land t h e i r  

n e t s  by November 10,  and not put them out again 

that  year. 

The distance f’rom Long Point t o  Rondeau 

is about 85 t o  90 milea. There a re  about 70 

pounds nor i n  this dis tance .  Thinks tha t  

perhaps 100 pounds m i g h t  s a f e l y  be allowed t o  

every 100 miles. 

He has 12 men t o  tend h i s  14 pounds, and 

do a l l  the work connect4d with the f i s h e r y ,  

inuluding the running o f  the steamer. 

a r e  paid from $35. to $45. a month, and a r e  not 

oecupied a l l  the t i m e .  

They 

The pound nets l as t  f r o m  2 t o  3 years. 

Their a o s t  complete and set is about $400,each. 

Ten pound nets can be worked as cheaply 

aei 5 .  

A limit should be placed upon the number 
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of g i l l  n e t s  w e d ,  and upon the  area covered 

43 by them. The tugs  now cover the l ake  with 

these  ne t s .  The American tugs  rill f i sh  f rom 

1 t o  5 m i l e s  of r i l l  n e t s  each. On t h e  Canada 

s i d e ,  however, the  g i l l  ne t  f i sh ing  i s  a l l  upon 

a small sca l e ,  using only s m a l l  boats. 

To r e s t r i c t  the  u s e  of g i l l  n e t s  properly 

would give  the poor man a better chance, as  

extensive g i l l  n e t t i n g  ie now i n  t h e  hands o f  

wealthy f i r m s  . 
Using g i l l  n e t s ,  t he  tugs  follow the  f i s h  

i n  t h e i r  migrat ions,  and can des t roy  them more 

r ap id ly  than  by any other means. They reach 

them i n  all the i r  haunts ,  and give them no 

chance t o  r68t. 

He would not  think of at temptine gill n e t  

The f i sh  fishing about Por t  S t a n l e y  himself.  

\9 80 taken are not i n  such ccudi t ion  as those 

oaught in. pounds, and they a r e  very i n f e r i o r  

in appenr%n~e .  

aa t ch  through bad w a t h e r .  

They a l s o  lose much of t h e  
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Knows of no f a c t o r i e s  in t h i s  reg ion  where 

fish guano i s  made e i t h e r  from f i s h  or fish 

o f f a l .  Some dead fish brought i n  by them is 

given t o  the farmers,  but the amount is very 

small . 
No o f f a l  is ever put i n t o  the lake  i n  t h i s  

region. Thinks i t  would be very bad for the 

f i s h i n g  and shoulci be prohib i ted  a l l  over the 

lake. Off Cleveland much o f  the f i s h  i s  

aleaned on the f i s h i n g  pounds ,  and the  o f f a l  

thrown overboard. The c i t y  o f f a l  from Cleve- 

land is also c a r r i e d  out i n  scows and dumped 

into the lake.  A t  least one big scow-load a 

d a y  is disposed of i n  t h i s  way. 

All f i sh  o f f a l  not disposed of  i n  Port 

Stanley to the farmers i a  buried. 

Two or th ree  t r i a l s  were made t h i s  year i n  

b . July t o  s u b s t i t u t e  a 3 inch mesh i n  the pots of  

the pounds for t h e  2 inuh mesh, the result 

being that a large number of small her r ing  were 

meshed. A 2 inah mesh is t he  smallest  t h a t  
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should be allowed f o r  th i s  purpose, 

Capt. E l l i s o n  be l ieves  thoroughly i n  p ro -  

testing the mal l  f i s h .  No f i shery  should; be 

allowed t o  r e t a i n  o r  br ing i n  f i sh  below a 

c e r t a i n  s i z e .  A l i m i t  o r  standard should be 

made f o r  each kind o f  f i sh ,  but what the  l i m i t  

ought t o  be could not be determined off-hand. 

Young p icke re l  a r e  the smallest  f i s h  they 

have t o  contend w i t h  i n  any numbers. These 

small f i s h  are thrown o u t  a t  once. They are 

hardy and will r e a d i l y  s tand  the  necessary 

handling. Herring rill also l i v e  to some 

e x t e n t  i f  shaken out of' the net at once. 

See imnense q u a n t i t i e s  o f  young her r ing ,  

very small, mainly i n  t h e  spring, and i n  June 

and July, but also during the  balance of the 

year. They oecur together  i n  schools at the 

surface,. about the  p i e r  and out in the lake .  b 
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A heavy souther ly  storm October 6 pre- 

vented the  men here v i s i t i ne ;  t h e i r  ne t s .  

During the  night  t he  g a l e  w a s  very severe from 

southwest, and very g rea t  damage was done t o  

all t h e  pounds, nets  being t o r n  and poles 

wrenched out ,  

Mr. Brown r e n t  out i n  his  tug about noon 

and r e tu rned  about 4:30 P,  H. He took f i sh  

from 2 n e t s ,  but t h e r e  were only between 3 and 

4 boxes a l toge the r .  We had only 8 few minutes 

t o  examine them as they were shipped a t  5:lO 

P. M. 

The ca tch  cons is ted  c h i e f l y  of blue 

p i e k e r e l  w i t h  r e l a t i v e l y  only a very small 

I .  munber of her r ing .  All the  f i sh  were of 
t .a* 

marketable a i m .  

There were a l s o  a very f e w  yellow pickerel 

and 2 sand piekere l .  The l a t t e r  were rather 
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larger than  both the  blue and yellow p i c k e r e l ,  

about 18 inches lo%, but looked very much 

l i k e  them, The color above was a c l e a r e r  

yellow than i n  the  yellow p ickere l .  

There was one white bass about 9 inches 

long, apparent ly  the same as t he  s m a l l  bass r e  

saw a t  Queenstown, i n  the  Niagara River ,  but 

vas not so heavi ly  banded. There were severa l  

narrow, d a r k ,  ho r i zon ta l  bands above. 

No other  k inds  o f  f i s h  were contained i n  

t h i s  l o t .  

The p r i n c i p a l  t h ing  t o  note i n  t h i s  

connection is the  r e l a t i v e l y  l a r g e  number of 

blue p i c k e r e l  as compared w i t h  her r ing .  

though a single ins tance ,  bear8 out t he  s t a t e -  

ment of Capt. E l l i s o n ,  that p icke re l  preponder- 

a t e  i n  the fall. This was not the case at 

Port Dover. 

This,  


