
Interviewed by Tilliam Pakehmi, Richard Rathbun 

and !-bar> M. Smith, Ilovember 21, 1893. 

Aced 37). Captain of schooner HerSert ::. 

Rorers. Has had 11 years e v e r i e w e  miekere1 

fishinc.  

Does not th ink  mackerel hsve decreaseri f o r  

the las$ 8 years. For the  las t  2 years more 

abundant, than t,hs previous 5 year-8. The f irst  

three year8 of h l s  experienc'? t h e y  were plenty. 

I n  1884-5-6 were the most sbundant of any t i m e ,  

except one gear hef'ore h i s  time. 

Does not think t h e  purae seine is doin? 

any harm. Does not th tnk  it is oausinp any 

decrease i n  t he  fish. It may m k R  the  schools 

wilder.  This y e w  at t h s  s m t h  thq fish were 

j u s t  a8 wild before wrd 8et  for them as after- 

wards. Cmla not ca tch  them at a l l  rhen we 

first naw them. 
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here ,  i t  ~ ~ o u l c l  be any <mod. 

BOOS not  t h i n k   here i s  any use hav in f  a 

c los?  season cm t k i g  purae seine at any time, 
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.Supposes mackerel ahould have p r o t e c t i o n  before 

they spawn, but the only t r i p  they can depend 

upon now is  the Cape Shore t r i p .  

F a c k e r s l  spawn a l l  th rourh  June and i n t o  

Ju ly ;  to the  10th nf July. 'iever oau&t  any 

f i s h  around Block I s l a n d  wfth spawn in, but 

never used to l ' i s h  Lhere much. Go %here i n  

the summer m o s t l y  rsf'ter the  spawninn season 

is over. The ones we catch after the 20th 

of  July are all A ' i s h  Ghat have spawned. 
/ 

Catching so mxny I'i sh ftz11 or' spawn w i l l  

c e r t a i n l y  te l l  on t he  i ishery,  

T h i s  fall down i n  the Tay,  8 s  far as we 

could 868, were these mall m a c k e r e l ,  and t he  

question is where do they ro to. 

Doc fish and blue li ' i  ah are  about the  only 

ones that, harm mackerel. Blue f i s h  drive them 

but does not think t h e y  i leat roy them, 

We is Just i n  Prom the Cape Shore now; po t  

180 barrels. Stippoaes t h e y  caurht a l t o p t h e r ,  

500 barrels and los t  ther-i t - l q  t h s  burstinp: of 
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the seines. S t a r t a c ~  on this fall's trip the 

1st of A9rcust. Got wrecksti  down at ?lardalen's 

the 24th of Ail-ust; hlowin a eale. There 

were nackcre l  all around t h e r e  *,hen. Lost  

one boat in that  p l e  and l o s t  t5eir s a i l s  and 

anchors . 
Elackorel j u s t  read) to spawn w i l l  mt 

t a k e  the !look. Will not  t a k , ?  it until af'ter 

t h e y  are done spawninc. Do not  seem to have 

any appetite. Tncy P O  to tho bottom when 

t h e y  a r e  spawnlnp, so t ha t  we canno:, s a k s  

t h e m  then. They s t a y  down perhaps 2 or 3 

week 8 . 
Has besn Pish in r  I n  the f a l l  on t h e  Cape 

Shore for 7 O T  8 yeare. About the s m e  

number of vessels  TO t h e m  every  year. 

Yackesel came 'acound Sidney  and arom2 Gape 

"Tnrth this year, and came In c lose .  

There arc mostly two sahoole come i n t o  

"ay. ' The first school comes oat  last. 

)e8 in about the  l a s t  of Kay and stays  in 



until November. They go around Cape ' for th.  

Come rirht back t h e  Sam9 m y  t h e y  P O .  The 

secona schools J O ~ S  down about t h e  1st or 

middle o l  June ,  f-eneriL1ly the rnidrxle oi' June. 

Those ar I siv.&lle:- f i s h .  They pcn around ?rj.nc,e 

Edward Island. Eass think t h e y  0 w y  

further than that. i t ley :-o in boih wags:-- 

Canso anti around Care ' ior th .  Some of' those 

w i l l  t - o  mi. as + a w l s  a s  .Aululst. They cone 

mi% both  ways too. Those s m a l l  fY?% wo!rld be 

all a , i t  oi  LA^ F a y  ri! 0~1% the 1st of' Ctctoker. 

(-1 

I-:ackr?rjl r m  j , J s ? ,  a s  large now on an 

ELV :rii~:<? & s  e v e r  si ' 1 ~ e  he iJei-rn fi shinr. 

iias heard 02' mcker.jl beinf.: cat@t i n  :.he 

winc,er, on the bottom, on trawls, around 

GoOr-f;es. kiss nearcr of' t h 0 i r  beinf; caupht 

of1 Cay:c Cod once or t s , i  ce. ?lever h e w d  of 

their beiny; taken Late x:i i,h the  krer.rinf:. 

Mackerel a re  found in t h e  Frestest numbers 

around -the Cape Shore in th9 s p r i y .  fast 

?!4r they oo l l ec tad  in l a y e  numbers fn tho Fay 
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of Pt;rndy, and also the year before. Tile mouth 

of the Pay af Fundy is around !ha1 Islands, 

about 2 S  m i l e s  w e s t  of' Seal Is lands .  

f-ias seen mackerel oil '  shore on Georgee. 

Has see'i them SO miles off'  "lea: Jersey.  Very 

o f t e n  s o  over Georpes, mci between George8 and 

Frown's Fank.  T5ey PO even t ' s  the oatside 

of' Georms. The I ' i sh  tha t  o a c r o s s  Feorees 

all ro t n  t h e  ,:ape Shore. 

The risk that  COIW 0 ' :  this  slioi-e, oome up 

alony: by Cape 5 0 0 ,  betne?n  5antucket Shoals and 

"Tant :JCkf? t  . Gome t : : rourh t h e  South G h a n  !el and 

keep rich$ along ~ h e  coast; s t r i k e  i n  at  

Earns tab lo  F r i y  and i'ollow the shore r iph t  down. 

A 3 1  the f i s h  Lhat en i n t o  -,he PJorth Fay 

first strike t he  ':ova Scot ia  sfioro, Very 

o f t e n  t h e y  strike Cape SRble.  Eut  O A  late 

years they go way down to t he  eastward of 

Hal i fax. Genera l ly  expect t o  s t r i k e  them 

betwecn i&lifax and Canso. Has known thorn to 

s t r i k e  at &illI'ax and Canso before :ape Sable. 
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Has follolaed a sinr- le  school for 5 or d 

atilea. That is one school,  but, has i'ollowed 

8 body of' tis?? f'or hundreds of' miles .  

Very o f t s n  p e t  scz t t ep in r  mackerel in the 

Gulf a s  l a t e  as Christmas, bizt t h e  most  of &ern 

w e  out of t h e  Gulf' by the rnlddls Oi" Yovember. 

A t  the Cal:t', Shore tL:eL; disappear ~ b o i l r ,  t h e  

game time. See l'is?: the  10th oi' '?:ovembcr off 

Canso. 

Lata k n  :he f a l l  f'i811 Get poor*. 

Thsae l a t e  schools alon,: the Cnre %ora 

a r e  TO ;ng al.onc t h e  shore in ar K', S"'. 

di re c cion. 

T h e  body ol' the mackerel leave  ;he coast  

of' I;alno tho  last ol' September and go down into 

E s r n s t a h l e  Xay. Probably sta; tihere 3 w e e k s ,  

and  then  iVo_pk out  around Cap8 Cod. That is 

t h e  last  we see oP%them. 

. Those a t  F l o c  I d a n d  are &lie n a t i v e  ones 

that  corn3 the re  :,o spawn. F i s h  arou~iti  Clock 

I s land  remuin t he re .  Nave 3een mixed f i s h  
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hatched t h i s  year, Ha measured some of $hem 



a% been mackerel f ' i s h i q  25 years. 
: 

Silninh for 17 years. 

rjbt t id, caraner 

Captain of schooner 
t 

$ \  
nitrcs not think the mackerel have decreased 

. ab a,rh 1 5b e, T h i n k s  t h e y  have inereaaed for 
', $ /  I 

tktie/last 4 OP 5 years. 
S I  

Had a s p e l l  of' bad 
4 \u 

fi$hinE. ',Those paod years precedinp: bad anes 

ndr'e 1882-34. The b e s t  year, he thinks, was 

dh3. 
ts years agu. \ 

1 

BeTiininF; r f t h  1886, it was bad up t o  
\ 
\ 

t 
(. 

Dose notii%hink the purse seine hurts t he  
, 

fioh any. Pi\& t h i s  8amer dawn the Bay were i 
I 
I 

i 
e w i l d e r  than he ever sag them before. minke 

I 

I it  was asused ,by the feed. 

01 l i t t l e  shri . This fall adter the  feed 

had l e f t  they eerned to be qu i t e  esey to rratch. 

They were chae3rtC 
i 
I 

I 
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The purse seine should be allowed all the 

time. Would not have e close 8tfasun. noes 

not t? i ink  the close season that paae i n  force 

helped the f i s h  any. The d o s e  season would 

not protect  the f i s h  during the  sp~wning 

season, because wherever you catch f igh  in 

June they arts a l l  f u l l  of spawn. T h s  f i s h  

sink to spawn and i t  is d i f f i c u l t  t o  f i n d  them 

then. Would not advocate a renewal of that 

c lose  ~ C I L L S O ~ ,  or of any other  close 8888on 

t o  cover t h o  spawninc season. 

'%st he was a mal1 boy he e n r q e d  i n  t h e  

hook and l i n e  fishing. Thinks perhaps they 

rnfrhc do bstter hook and l i n e  f i sh ing  than with 

seine8, but 5 %  mu3d t a k e  8omtlme. Wen they 

EO hook and l i n e  rirshinr noa they use the  same 

methods t ha t  they usad to, as ~ B I F  as he knows. 

1Qo partiaular r e t i o n  where t h e  purse se ine  

shmld not be used. 

I t  a poor c l a s s  of i'ish f r o m  the  south. 
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Has neve? been a profitable fishery taken as a 

whole. A few years ago there were 8om pretty 

p o d  8prin~'s work. ?was with Sol. Jacobs in 

Fould not have any rapxlations wi-ih 

regard to reackffrol fishinp;. 

All Fish t a k e n  before the middle nf dune, ' 

or perhaps the 20th of Juna ,  have spawn i n  

them. They spawn i n  the Gulf' of St, Lawrenos 

he thinks, i n  J-;tns. Thinks June is t he  

spawrnin~ rnonth. That is t h e  monrkt they spawn 

the rmst anywhere; at least wherever he has 

bsen. '!?my ~ p a m  ferhaps u wee': ear l ie r  on 

this shore t han  -they do .in the Gulf. 

The fish a r e  more easy to cator  jus t  be- 

f o r e  they spawn than a t  other zincs. More 

easy to c:atc!i amp: the Cars Shore than down 

80Uth. 

FTevar went f'ishfnq: south + w i t h  hook and 

f i r t h e a t  south hie has taken f i sh  m a  
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7 years ago, about 40 or 50 miles th i s  side of 

Watteras, (18 near as he can remember. Was i n  

the Xllen hs. Adams a t  t h a t  time. 

Those f i e h  at the south are  headinf: north. 

Some years t h e y  eo nea-qer inshore than others. 

Fish are both achsolins and scattered at that 

time. Some years t h e y  se" them wm., t c .  the 

8outh of Georges, and t h e y  go down ol'f' !To 

!<!an ' s Land . 
Thinks tha t  part of t h e  f i s h  f - r o m  th9 

southern school come in a t  Flock Island.  

Other6 s t r i k e  off around and over the southern 

part of George8 Fank, anu tho88 a r e  t h e  iish 

which into the  Cape Shore; t ha t  is, most of 

them, Some s tr ike  into the Ray of Fundy. 

Tho fish that corm or? t h i s  part 01' the 

coast ,  some of' t ,hem come t h r o w h  the South 

Channel, and those TO close inshore; and some 

which 70 over Georcea OOM on this  shore. 

The fish reach Elook Island recion a:.out 

the 10th to the 20th of Kay. 



They strike the Cape Shore about the last 

of a',ay; frm t h e  25th of' May io the 1st of 

June. A few years ay;o they used to catch 

them o f f  t o  t he  woetward of Lo% Have, but  of 

l a t e  years t h e y  s e m  to 8tYike  i n  fur ther  e a s t  

of' Xalifax. 

- The f i r s t  year h e  went down there vas 7 

years ago. Thinks t h a t  the Cape Shore 

fishinf:  has been resorked t o  for. at l east  10 

or 12 years ,  and rarhtips l o n p r .  

The i'iskr en te r  the GulJ' of St. Lanrsnce 

about the 2nd or 3rd of June. Those fish w e  

larp, They po around Cape ilreton Island. 

There seems t o  be 8 b i r  body tha t  strike8 

nearly ti-, the north f r o m  t h e  Cape Shore; the 

seeon3 school ;  and t h e y  yo along f o r  a week 

arid then rc) i n to  t h e  Gulf. Same years t h i s  

second school remains 01 ?.he Cape Share l o r  the  

biEcEest part of' t h e  t i m e ,  and other p a r s  t h e y  

may fo in as early as a reek after- the f i r s t  

stzhool. The heft  of the f i s h  of' the second 
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achool €0 around Cape i"Jorth. Same EO thrnlzfrf? 

the Cut of iclnnso. 

Those small f i s h  in tho Gulf go up as far 

as '"est Care; L S  f c i  ' as P iscou, They go o x t  

earlier than %!le o~'1e:- schools. Ibes not 

kiiow j u s t  when they  leave. This yean  some- 

where a h o ~ t  t h e  Is!, ai' :?overribor t h e y  conuwnced 

to EO ur the C a p  Shore. That is, the ana l l  

fish TO out  about the 1st of flovember. The 

I a P p  F i s h  remain tho re  8omer;in;es B Y  la te  as 

the 25th of' 'Iovornber. Have been caurht as 

l a t e  8 s  that. 

The f i s h  %hey have been eatchinc l a t e l y  

are the large f i s h  that are camin? a u t ,  This 

fall t h e y  were very nice r'ish, mostly 1's and 

. e x w a s .  

The fish a m  i n  t h e  best eonsicion in 

September and Qcmher, and aboux ths. saae in 

f i s h  s t p i k e  Po~t lanc l ,  !.itt., some years 

and Seytenher. That is c a l l e d  the 
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bes t  montl-! o r  th5s shore. Smet imes  they 50 

t h e r e  ea*li_er.  Sometimes very srqall s & o o l a  

cauEht there in J-me ana Jzly. 

They y e t  into t he  Eay of Fuidy  in J u l y .  

Some years t h e y  do n o t  c o  L O  the Pay of' ,"undy. 

pis\ used to be  much m o m  abur,dent + n  xhe Eay 

of F'undy then t h e y  are m w .  

Thinks most of th? f i s h  t 3 a t  co-rf OR our 

s?iiores Come from the south. ' lever  saw fi sh 

ahoq t h e y  could n o t  9663. ?,:ipht bs a scale 

over their e y e s ,  but  tbr;y conld see. 

I??@ fieft  o f  t h e  f i s h  probably leave  the 

Gulf abou+, t h e  10th or 15th of' Y~rsvernSer. 

"here a r e  aboat :5 schools  t ha t  come out i n  t h e  

fsll,--ono in tl:e last of Octobyr ,  and f rom 

thr! 1st t o  t h e  25t5 of ?ovcm3er. Vould :-.e 

fourld on she Cape Slmre a b m t  a week a-'tozr theS 

leave the Gulf. On ?.he cloirst of : k i n e   hey 

seem t o  leave p r e t t y  early. L a s t  year  they 

l e f t  in October; aboiit the  1st to t h e  10th. 

This year t h e y  hunr nn n l f t t l e  l a t e r .  
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Tould not a L t e n q x  t o  fo l low the f i s h  

soutl: in t h e  f’all.  

men t h e  schools  are l c a v i n r  t h e y  a r e  

about the  same size as L ~ O S C  cominr on t he  

c o a s t .  

’ l eve r  cL~if;iit m y  mackerel in the winter .  

I1a.s heerri 01’ t h (? i r  r:einy; c a q h t .  A few 

scattering ones caurht in o the r   ish o n  

(Iearps Rank. 


