E.C.SMITH, PRESIDENT CENTRAL VERLIONT RATLROAD,

ST .ALBANS, VT.,O0CTOBER 10, 1894,
INTERVIEWED BY MR.WAKEHAM AND MR RATHBUN,

By Mr.Rathbun: Do you think thst the fish-
ineg of 2 few nets in Leke Champlein will in-
jure the sporting fishing?

A. I haven't the slightest doubt about it.
In the first plsce, it diseredits the people
of the whole plece, because it goes out to
the world that they are cetching fish when .
the lew doesn't permit it.

Q. Do you think that the poor man should be
made to suffer for the ignorance of other
people?

A. It isn't the best thing for him to do an
unlawful aet, end it is unlawful, because it
is mnrighteous. I have seen then teke out

thousands of those fish to menure their



farms with,

Q. Of eourse, net fishing should not be al-
lowed without proper means of regulsting it.
The thing stends in this wey,; you have got
two States and Canada bordering on Lake Cham-
plain. DNow it is seaid that the whitefish
and the pike go up Mississquoi Bay, and if
you take that' fishery awey from Cenada it
leaves then néthing et all, and the question
is wnether you can ask (Canada to give up all
that fishing.

A. Whet does it emont to in revenue to the
_people of Canade as compared with tlhie reve-
nue they would derive from the people who
come to this section to engage in sport fish-
ing?

Q. Lake Ontario end lew York have cut off
practically all »adePe: commercial fishing
by prohibiting the use of nets within a mile

of the shore. That was forced through the



Legislature of New York by people interested
in sport fishing. Now thers is no question
but what commercial fishing is earried on
witnout the slightest injury to tine sport
fishing.

A. Is thet not because of the fact that the
water erea is vaster than it is here? As 1
look =&t it, the very fact that a few people
in the northern part of Lake Champlain are
permitted to put in their seines there and
teke the fish out of thet part of the leke,
end rob the southern part, &nd the middle
part &nd the northern half of it, is a great
source of irritatidn;

Q. But will these men be compensated in any
way?

A. I think they will be compensated. I
think that the tide of summer travel will
swell up snd occupy that place and leave

monsgy there just as it will in the State of



Vermont .

Q. But none of the perties that we have
talked wiith say thet they are benefited by
the sport fishing?

f. Of course, they don't; to-day they think
they are benefiteé more by seining. Is it
right that a few men should destroy the
right s of a hundred times that number?

Q. But thére comes in the great grestion as
to whether they do harm it.

A. 1 think they do herm it. Shortly after
I left college 1 ceme down to this laks and
fisned from & boat, and we never came back
with less than [from 10 to 20 pike and bass.
Q. Do you regard the‘pike es & good fish?
A. Yes, sir; fishing for them is very nice
sport .

Q. Will they fight?

A. Yo, 8ir; but then it is the sport that

they afford and the number of fish that are



taken. Whan they cormenced this work and
let up for awhile on those seinaes fishing
the fishes died out more than three-quarters
here.

Q. Are your bass as sbundent a8 they used

to be?

A, No, they are not.

Q. Your bass have decreased by the sports-
men themselves, and they acknowledge it;

they catch hundreds and hundreds of bass and
throw them away. If you restriect the commer-
cial r§shermen, don't you honestly think

that the sportsmen should be restricted?

A. Undoubtedly 1 do.

Q. Don't you think that the allowing of
many fish which are taken by the seine to re-
main in the lake destroys large numbers of
your black bass?

A. I don't know anything about that; I only

know the net result of what I see from the



stand-point of an outsider. I have heard a
great deal of diseussion in the Legislature
by people interested in that thing, and they
condemned the seine fishing beyond measure.
Q. Didn't they do it through ignorance?

A. Possibly; but it seems to me that some
of the fremers of the lsw know about this
thine.

By Mr.Wakeham: We heve held in Caneda
that the pike veré fish that preyved won the
sporting fish.

A, Thet is ripht, &nd the fish that I speak
| of is the pike.

By Mr.Rethbun: OF course, whers bass amnd
maskallofge exist you 6ught to preserve them
for sporting purposes,

“" By Mr.Titeomb: We are willing to gill
net sturgegon if Mr.Rathbun is willing to say
that the pike shall be considered in all the

lakes as sporting fish.



A. The wall-eyed pike would take out one of
the principel f'ood fishes of thie country.

By Mr.Wzkeham: This fishery in Liississ-
quoi Bay was cont inued ﬁnder regulations for
many vears, aend it Lias gone on under the
same repuletions ever since. Many of the
properties along the lake are valusble on ac-
count of the fisheries atteched to them,

A. BEver since those rights existed as far
beek as I cen remember our people were un-
favorsble to Cenadisn fishing there. I have
sgen car losds of stuflf shipped over our
rosd; we cannot stop that. A hundred bar-
rels go through by express night after night.
Now to run that under the nossgs of the peo-
ple of the State of Vermont is very irritat-
ing. There is very little of Lake Champlain
in Canade, and it seems unfortunate to our
people because it really controls the situa-

tion.



Q. Do you really think that it does eatrol
the situation to sueh an extentyY It was sup-
posed that the western pert of Lake Erie con-
trolled the wuole fishing of that lske. Now,
in the summer scason and until it ends there
is not & whitefish or & herring at the west-
ern end of Lake Erie, and it is considere
that all the spdwning was done at that end.
A. I think thet it doecs control the situe-
tion.

Q. Now for the last four or five yeears

there hes bhzen practiically no herring in
Lake Rrie--at any rate tihasy have not been
catching any in two years, and in ths rest

of that lake, so far as cen be seen to-day,
herring are just as abundant as ever.

A. But isn't it a feet that the wall-eyed
pike did decraase ;nprmouely from 1830 to
18859 That is the uhderstanding here--that

the well-eyed pike was & rare catch here;



and then I think there was more protaction
given to it for a little while and it ceme
back a2gain.

Q. 3But Canada caning in wit"h her estab- )
lished Fishsries claimsv fishing rights whieh,
if’ given up by her, she wonld not be compen-
saled in any other way.

A, My pesition is simply ti:‘is; T em not an
expert, and the methods of mccomplishing the
rzgnlt must be decided by penllemen who are
experts in the business,; but what I think
shovrld be done ise«to have uniform laws,; the
slipshod manner in which that trafiic is car-
ried on to-dsy is & source of incessant in-
jury, eand will produce just what it is pro-
ducing, a tremendous amount of illegal fish-
ing. We have got roads in Canadea, in Few
York and in Vermont, and I am interested in

the development of the passenger traffic to

its utmost, and 1 ean see plainly that uni-
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form lews in reperd to fishing will be of
great benefit.

Q. Canede hes uniform lews [for the whole
lensth of the lekes, verying, of caoirse,
wnerever it is necessary. In the Un.j.ted
States they have more or less peculiar wa-
ters, and the thing hes not been ssttled up-
on & uniform basis, end it meokes it, so far
as the commercial Pishes are econcerned, abso-
lutely impoessible to protect 'them.

A. 1t seems to me that there ougmit to be a
compensetion if it is a richt, bnt from our
stend-point it is not a right, it is =&
glaughter ard o wvaste

Q. In whet wey?

k. By teking those bi ckerel and whitefish
out of the leke end lsastting them rot on the
shore; the fish in the lake are not the prop-
erty of the Tishermen.

Q. If whiterisgh eand pike hring so mueh in
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the market, & men will not be likely to
manure his land with them.

A, It =2ll depends upon supply and demand.
If you glut the market with then, they will
not bring mmneh.

Q. You cannol supply the damand for white-
fish. How do they conmec to call the wnite-
»I'ish & shad?

A. Because they &re so thin,

By Mr.Titeomb: I have come to the ¢oneln-
sion that there is no objsction to fall
seine fishing under a license, but it is the
springs fishing that I object to,

By kr,Rethbun: The thing is this: you say
that fishing of a'certain kind might be per-
missible in certain weters. Now the majori-

"ty of Pishermen geay that if you allow one
man to fish you must aliow all, but that
»does not follow, you must réstrict the

smount of your apparatus; the numnber of nets
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is limited.

By Mr.Wakehem: The matter of a close sea-
son is all very well, but it don't amont to
enyvthing if you take the fish without re-
striction at any other time, it is the catch-
ing of too many fish before the close sea-

son.



B .F . KELIJH . ST . ALBAI{S 'Y Vm:-ioz:’r Y OC'F . lo . 1894 .

INTERVIEWED BY LR.WAKEfiAL AND MV, RATHBURN,
By kr.Rethbun: We have cane to get your
views in regard to fishing in this section.
A. I am no fishermen, s:!nd 1 don't. fish a
great deal, but T have had somqthing to do
with the enforcement of the law. The great
difficulty is that perties on this side go
over to Cenada @nd cateh fish with seines
over there and skip over on thiis side and

ship the fish. Of course, it is not known

" in what waters the fish are taken.

By Mr,Rethbun: That, of course, would be
rather & criminal proceeding.
A, 1If the lish were caught in weters here
it would be well enough, bnt il caught in
Canada end b rought over here and shipped to

market from diffevent points, it is not ecrim-



inal 6n this side.

Q. Cenada wouldn't sllow then to fish if
she knew it?

A. She would not.

Q. Of course, the mein question is the
catehing of fish by the market fisnermen--
whether it shonld be allowed or not, and
wirgther if it is allowed and properly regu-
lated.it wonld in any way harm the sSporting
interests or the matgrial interssts of Ver-
mont, and, if so, in what way.

A. It wonld exheust the fish in time. In
Swanton there are a number of Canadians that
live by seine [ishing end sending the fish
to market.

Q. Why should you license Canadians to fish?
A. They esre citizens of the United States
end live on this side. We had several under
arrest two or tnree yecars sgo; they were do-

ing a wholesale busineggs--one men had sent



15 barrels of pike, bass, and wall-esyed pike
to Boston.

Q. iHow did he get nis bass?
A. By seine,

Q.- In wnet perticular place was ne lishing
when he got the bass?

A, Near uississquui Bay, but on the Vermont
side, near Alburg.

Q. What season of the scason was that?

A. In June, 1 think, [ishing is not allowed
then.

By Mr.Wakehan: That would be in the spawn-
ing time of the bass?

A, Yes, sir,

By Mr.Rathbun: We ald} fully realize that
any sheet of water can be fished out, but
under proper regsiriction how would it be?

A, If youw had a law that would be enforeced;
of course, it might be such a restriction

that nobody would Tind any fault with it.



Whet that restriction wonld be, 1 cannot say.
We have in Vermont doring the spawning sea-
son & great meny people from the city }hat
come up here for the pnrpose of fishing and
hinting--peonle Crom Yew York, Boston and
Philadelphia and 21l over the country--and,
of course, the fish lesgue of the State has
taken 2 rreet interest in keeping the waters
well supplied with fish; so that thsse par-
ties ezn heve & 1little sport in fishing. It
ien't so much the fish they are alter as the
sport.
0. Withont injuring that at 21l cannot some
fishing b= ellowed withont herming them in
any wav?
A. Do vou meen by the regular decalers--the
men who make that their business?

Br Mr ,Rathbun: Yes, sir.
A. Well, T shonld hete to see anything done

which wonld deprive & marn from getting an



honéat living, but, in my judgment, it wounld
be & great injury té the league--it wonld re-
sult in taking every fish from ths watefs.

Q. VWhy showld it? 1t dossn't in other
places?

A. We heve a pgreat many people here who de-
vote their whole time to fishing.

Q. Why not limit the number of fishermen?

A. How ean you? -

Q. Cenada lirits the nuber of men, the num-
ber of nets, and thé size of mesh.

A. In order to do thset, vou wonld heve to
staetion & regiment of n2én a2long the lake
shore, because men will lish.

By Mr.Wekehem: It is & guestion whether
you do not do less demage by prohibiting
Fishing vnder certain restrictions than yon
wonld bj prohibiting ®ll fishing.

KA. You eonla 1Iitmit it.

By Mr,.,Rathbun: Supposing you don't limit



it. Can you earry out the liquor lsw of
Vermont ?
A. You ean if the publiec sentiment will
back you. In this town the people ;re
against the en forcement of the liguor law,
vyou take it in & mejority of towns the
liquor lew is enforced; but in large towns
like this and Burlington you cznnot enforce
that law. We vndertook to anforce the law
in this town by eclosing every place up, and
the places were zall closed so that there
wasn't a place for a man to stey over night.
Q. Isn't fishing earried on right along
avery day on the shorgs of the bay?
A. Very little; T think vwnder the present
sdministration it has been stopped; as near
as I can esscertzin, it has been stopped.

By Mr.Titcomb:. Whet illegasl fishing is

done is through these professional fishermen

eatching some fish for salting down for



their families.

Q. The guestion is, if youn control the fish—
ins by prohibiting 211 fishing why vour laws
eonld not hs as much respected &s if you al-
lowed some fishing.

A, Where can you draw the line?

Q. You heve rpot to @raw it somewhere, of
course; you heve got to ecome to some conclu-
sion, end in & messure it will be erbitrary.
"A. You tgke it in the season when fishing
is 2llowed; we have perheps & thonsand peo-
ple on the lake shores Tishing, but not a
day during the season will you go to Mr.Samp-
_son's hotel--5 miles Prom here--but you will
find 40 or 50 sentlemen from Few York and
Philedelphia, end they ere Tishing from 4
o'clock in the morning until late 8t night.
ThHey comg from Burlingston and Boston snd eall
the larpe cities to Fish in the leke; and if

you let these seines be nsed withont proper



restriction, it wonld do swey with all that
sport.

By Mr. ,Wakehsm: We will teke the Ridgway
lakes, for instance. Now there ars thoﬁ~
sends of sportsmen who go there fishing and
they get good sport, znd yet comngreial fish-
ing is going on thefe; the bullheeads, the
pike, end fish of thet kind, are caught
there; the seme thing in the upper end of
Leke Erig; yvet you heve commercial fishing
going on 211 sround you.

A. Commercial fishing hes been carried on

in this lake to sueh &n extent that my opin-

“ion is that the leke is not supplied with

fish as it ought to be; there are times when
a Tisherman will not zet & bite.

By Mr.Rethbun: Do you think that that
wonld be injured by fell Tishing? ‘

K. Not if it were properly restricted; I be-

‘lieveVin‘fall“fiaﬁing.



Q. Now supposing Vermont gave up prohibi-
tion on liquor; suppose you @llowed liquor
selling in this city, would you not limit
the number of persons selling it, now il you
have & right to do that, have you not the
right with the fishermen?
A. It would require considerable to enforece
such & law,; it would tske e license to do it.
The license in Cenada is &s low as $5.00 on
nete, and it runs up to $50.00. They catch
ell the builheads‘any time of year they want
to right here in this lske. In the bays
that empty into ilississquoi Bay they are
fishing there. This year fishing is not al-
lowed there. |

By Mr.Wokehan: Do you consider pike a
sport fish?
A, I do not; bass is the only sport [ish.
Q. Do you get muskellonge here?

.

A. No, sir. The pike is treated in a large
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measnre as & sport fish by the peonle that
come here; but with ns the bass is 2 sport
fish. .
. Whet fish do von ret in Teke Memphreme-
zop?

A, Some people eall it a tront, thay take
those tront with a live heit and & deep
troll; they crll then bnlack se mon,

Q. In Censda they sell the richt to fish,
A, With the seines we wovld rive 2 man the
rirht to fish in & certain loeelity. Gen.
Henry soes mp there four or five times a
vear--to St.Leon--for tront fishing, T was
at Montpelier 2 short time epo, and T was
toid that some perties were srrested there
for illegel fishing, and T was telking with
Gen.lHenvy end he seid that they had bought
the risht to fish.

By Mr.Wekehan: That rirht they don't buy

from the Dominion Government; they lease for



a certain time from the local Government.
There are a great many nets that are leased
in that way; they will not a&llow any one to
fish with nets. ’

Q. Was that trout azlways in Lake liemphrema-
gog, or was it planted there?

A, I think it was planted there.

By Mr.Titcomb: There were lake trout in
this lake a hundred years ago, but they heave
become entirely exterminated; we don't take
much interest in the commercial fishing, but
in Swanton they do.

By Mr.Rathbun: There is another thing re-
specting market fishermen; they generally
consider that they have certain natural
rights to fish along the coast where they re-
gide, and, of course, that is generally rec-
ognized. No man hﬁs a right to do what is
harmmful to the community, and whatever

rights we give him or he is allowed to take
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mast be subject to the laws of the sommunity.
Now, as a rule, the Canadian laws have been
more thoughtfully worked up for a large area
than have those for the United States: Take
the whitefish, for instance--you call them
shad--they have alweys a close season for
them during the spawning period, and that ap-
plies every-wnhnere. That is a commercial
‘fish which on the American side has no close
season anywhere. We have never sought to
protect that fish by giving it a close sea-
son. With the lake trout Canada has also a
close season for it, and with the pike the
same way--a close season during the spawning
season. Now we have none of those seasons
excepting with sport fish. The sportiné men
have had an interest 1h commeection with hav-
ing the laws passed. In case of the commer-
cial fisheries you don't expeet the fisher-

man to seek the passage of any common laws,
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and the different cammonwealths have either
neglected the matter or have not been able
to pass laws for the begnefit of those,fish-
ermen. :

The witness: What wonld be your idea of a
license here?

By Mr.Rathbun: I don't think the question
of cost of license is one that amounts to
anytning; it is the fact of registering, and
you might fix the cost of license at any
amount you plesass.

By Mr.Titcamb: I am personally acquainted
with every fisherman tnat fished up there,
and they all know me, and the fact that they
know me makes a difference with them. They
say that they didn't know the Cormmissioner
‘before, and that they were treated &s crimi-
nals. If that same system were continuved
the whole length of the lake during the

rall--a nominal license--it would give us =2
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control which we eannot get in any other way.
It makes it self-reguleting. The influence
which you ean bring to bear by meeting the
fishermen personally is of the greatest im-
portance. We heve gone gmong then and we
have received the most courtecus treatment
from the very worst of the fishermen. If
vou can approach the fishermen and can edu-
cete them--I mean the market fishermen--you
can bring an influence to bear upon them
that will be of very great benefit,

The witness: Before Mr.Titcomb was ap-
pointed Commisgioner 2 very different feel-
ing existed; a fish warden was in danger of
his life; but to-day that feeling is changsd.

By Mr.Rathbun: The qusstion is whether it
is in the interests of the fish end in the
general interests of the State to allow any
market fishing.

A. There shouldn't be eny market fishing



eny further than ensling, and they shonldr't
be allowed to catch eny more fish than they
cen use, This fishing with lines is bag;
they string out as many lines as they have a
mind to ané catch a great meny fish.
Q. How sghout one hook or iwo hooks attached
to a line?
A. A man fishing for his own pleasure, I
don't think it interferes.
Q; How about fishermen going to the sport-
ing regions and taking tons of fish?
A You_ could put 2 limit to that.

By Mr.Wakeham: Whet would vou do with the
fish thet don't teke the hook?
A. Teoke then in limited guentities. I have
been told by the cldest residents that away
baek in sarly days, when the ish went up
Pike River to spawn, that they counld grab
them right out and tiirow them into their

baskets.
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Q. Do the pike spawn alons shore?
A, They go up the river to spawn.

By Mr,Rethibun: Don't yon think the condi-
tions are so chansed that they don't go up
the rivers to spawn to the same extent that
they used to?

A, I do not.

C. A great many of these fish that spawn in
marshy places used to mo with the spring
floats and spewn,; ncw it is & different
thing altogether.

A. T covlén't endorse that idea. Certain
fish, sweh as the bass, like the shade, and
there is no fish thet had less proteetion or
Tewer hiding places then they used to have,
I did busingss on the Mississquei River at
Richland for 80 years, snd T eannot tell
that there is much difference about the wé-

ter. Then there is the gnuestion of dams,

and the fish don't go up the rivers to the
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extent thev used to, and that has foreed
them to spawn elsewhere,

Q. Pickerels and ecls will eat the spawn
2l]l up; don't you think that the pickerel
end these other fish ovrht to be ceausht wn?
A. I think it wonld be 2 fsood thing to take
out 2ll the pickerel.

Q. How sbont pereh?

A. I don't know abont it.

Q. How 2bout muskallonge?

A, There are not ernough muskallonge here to
telk about; but the muskallonge used to go
up the Pike River, =nd they go wp the Miss-
issgquoi River. My idea is that the condi-
tions are chanced. The pike used to go up

" the river and spewr in mershy places., The
pPike mo up eerly in the spring and they gen-
erally come down as the water falls.

Q. My experience is that lerge numbers of

the pike and bass and byullheads were left
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stranded with the ratiring floals.

A. There is less in Canzda than there ﬁsed
to be in tne lake.

Q. The streams are polluted as tag, wers
never berore?

A. Yes, sir; but since tiiis restriction has
beern placed or fisaing we have caygnt more
fish with the hook and line than they used
to when 1 was a young man. 1 bhave seen thou-
sends of fish drawn ouvt just a&s you cross
the bridge up towards thel sci00l house in
‘the spring of the yegar. The bullhcads go up
in mershes and they breed in the mud, tney
meke their nests around old stumps and

things of that kind.



REV.CHARLES MCGLAUPLIN, ST.ALBANS, VER.ONT,

OCTOBER 10, 1894.

INTERVIEWED BY MR.WAKFHAM AND MR.RATHBUN.

By Mr.Titcomb: You have lived in Few York
Stete; I believe?
A, Yss, sir; I ecsme from Broome County.
¢. Ueve yon had any experience in fisihing
on lLeke Chempleain?
£, Only this season.

Bv Mr.Ratnbun: Whet is vour sport fish
here?
A. Bess chiefly, and some pickerel. I went
up to Alburg once, and I nhave fished out
here on the bar lor pike end had very gzood
success there. I stopped 2t kir.Serpson's--
the Leke View House.
Q. Do Hr.Sempson's petrons depend vpon the

pike as well as the bess?



A, Yes, sir. He had some other sportsmen,
end they would rot take the bass unless they
were just the thing. T went to Frenklin
Pond, &nd there were with me two other gen-
tlemen and & Frenchman as my guide; the next
morning esbout 4 o'clock he anchored us on
Bass Rock, &nd I caught eight bass there in
succession; 1 nhed two on at once. T had
bass that measured 20 inches and 21 1/2 inch-
es, end we had a little pike. The next day
in the mornins we got & bass weighing 5 1/4
pounds.

Q. That is the smell-mouth variety?

A, Yes, sir.

Q. Have you become faemilier with this ques-
tion which we are investigating of commer-
cial fishing on the lake here?

A. I knew nothing about it until 1 was at
Alburg last suvmmer; they were speaking about

the netting of pike in the spawning season,
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end how the 1law sesms8 to clash orn the horder
line, so thers se2med to be & sart of rival-
ry on the line hsre somewhere. T think it
is very unfortmnate to eatch fish of any va-
riety when they are spawninz.

€. The mein guestion is as 1o whather any
net fishing showld bs =2llowed esither on this
side of the line or on the other. Even if
net fishing is ellowed, of course, it will
be 2llowed only suiteble protection and such
proteetion a8 you siggest--in the spawning
season. What is your opinion &8 to whether
any net fishing shovld be allowed, and, if
g0, 88 to yhether it wonld effeet the inter-
ests of the sporting men?

A. The only denger thet threetens leke Chem-
plein is net fishing; end, as fer es it af-
feets sporting mern, 1 should sey no nets;
but when it comes to the fishermen, it is a

little hard to takg their fishing lrom them;



1 don't know to wiat sxtent that hes been
ebused.

Q. Now the s'md--whet is known as the white-
fish on the Great Lekes--is & herring and be-
longs to the salmon group?

A, It will bite only rarely,; but it womnld
be & good sporting f{ish, because meny men
_are¢ supposed to like [ishing by sitting on
the bank of a stregam [or & lony time without
getting a bite.

Q. That fish can only be taken by meeans of
nets. That is a fell fishery that has been
carried on during Getober and November. The
fish apparently run up Mississquoi Bay, and
with thnen are not taken many [{ishes whiech
the sportsman wants. Thers wonld be a few
pike, no bass. Now, of course, if pike are
cohsidered & sport fish here by that method
you would take some, but very few. The

greatest objection which is raissed is on ae-



count of the spring fishing, which is the
fishing intended for the pike, amd it is a
fish which is regardsd e&s one of the most im-
portart merket [ishes everv-whers, The hoss
brings & high price in the merket, bunt the
fishermen don't get meny of them, =nd so the
market Tishermen cleim a right to fish for
the pike. The sportsmen on Lake Chemplain
resard them as a sport fish, and it is the
only pibce wihiere we have found thet they are
recarded as & sport fish.  Now, il the laks
were only surronnded by Vermont and New York,
thiat would be all right; but with the inter-
ests of three States and Canada to gein noth-
ing by giving up the whitefish, isn't it nee-
essary to ellow some net fishing for that
species of fish?

A. Thet is not done sway with in our sec-
tion.

€. Ceneda seid she would do sway with net



Pishing pending this investigetion.
A. In the western psrt of Few York we have
some natural fishing strsams, end we have

y
whaet is ecrlled wall-eyed pike;, there #as no
end of those pike, and you could net them so
thet hundreds of berrels were shipped away.
0. You can earry on sny kind of fishning and
exterminete the Pisn, but the thing is that
net fishing should rot be earried on without
proper recnlsations.
2. Thet is the point, no fishing should be
carried on withont proper reguletions, and
those repunlations should be enforcsd.
Q. XNow they say that this net FPishing has
been carried on over 50 years, &nd many have
said thet the fish ere just as sbyndant now
as ever, but others have said thst the fish
have deereased in nvmbers.
A, Another thing: You po out to Alburg am

in the sprinz you get the niecest fish in the



northern part of the lake, but you will not
get enything weigning over 4 1/2 or 5 pounds.
A little lster you get senools, but the ma-

: -~
jority will sverage 1 1/2 pounds of pike.
You go to Burlington and you get magnificent
pike in deeper water. Now 1 think thiat that
takes out the prime fish and leaves the oth-
ers there.

Q. It is the mature fish that go to the
spawning gromnd?

A, The Ma'mee River runs in here, end they
would naturally go to those grounds instead
of going so fer,

Q. Do the mejority of the fish go up there
to spawn? Are there not other spawning
grounds which people don't know so well
about? The fact that they get those large
fish at Burlington reises the question wheth-
er those [ish don't belong to se:iools of

fish whose spawning grounds are elsewhere?



ey fi
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A. That is what I think.

By Mr.,Wekeham: Do vou consider the pike
a geme [ish?
A. Yo, 8ir; they make & nice teble fish if
you have no bass; but, as far as the fun of
eatching them is concerned, I would just as
soon take & good big perech.
@. In daifferent sections of the country the
ecommereial fishermen have very diflerent

idess From the sport fishermen; and,so fer

‘28 that is eaneerned, men who ought to be in

¢ position to guvide either or both classes
know but very little about il tiiemselves,
thet is to sev, we know but very little
sbout Lthe habits of our fishes., T know that
during this year, without nhaving a clhiance
far personal observation, 1 have learned
more ebout the habits of fresh water ishes
ther in ell my life before. We have besn

among the fishermen and &mong tiie sportsmen



since June steadily end done [fishing, and
there is & question as to whether either
side 2s & rmle understands whest is best. 1In
many c¢nses8 isn't it betier to sliow the
eatching of fish by nets which ey destroy
Lhe young of fisues wihiich ere desired in
that region. 1In Lake Superior they &re
catehing out the leke trownt, they c¢lzim that
the herring are incrsasing very rapidly in
abundancg. The herring is8 one of the prin-
cipal food fishes.
A, There are but few of those r'isli t.at de-
st roy their own spawn,
Q. We have found the spawn of the trout in
the stomacn of the trout.
$. 1 presume thet it is with those fish as
it is with our quail--it is alﬁeys an sdvan-
tage to kill the roosters of the quail.

By Mr.Titcomb. Lest year 1 stripped 210

fishh end they ran 70 females and 140 males.
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I felt thet it was almost a sin to return
those males to the weter, but the law
oblipged me to do so.

By Mr.Wekeham: The great trouble with a
great many men that call thenselves sports-
men is their own gratification.

The witness: T understend vour aim is to
make this thing satisfectory between the peo-
rle of Vermont and Cenada touching the mat-
ter of net fishing.

Mr.Rathbun: Yes, sir,

The witness: Whet length of time would
that last?

Mr.Rathbun: We don't know. Canada consid-
ers the spawning period of the pike is cov-
ered by the period from the 15th of April to
the 15th of May,; thet wonld mean fishing be-
fore that time end rot after, becsuss the
Fish have rgone. This fishing is by the dreg-

ging of the seine; £ill nets are not al-



lowed.

Mr.Wakehan: I have thought that used in
certain places and at the right times the
sgine was not a destruective engine.

Mr.Ratiibun: We know of pleaces where the
s#ine hes teken too meny youns [ish wiieh we
considered ouslit not to be removed Irom the
water. In other places tney would be used
to sweep the speswning grounds of the bass.

Mr.Wakenan: I don't tiink the sportsmen
ever claimed that they took smell fisnh., The
immature fish don't accwipany the poor ones
onto the spzwning beds. As far as the bass
is concerned, therc has been no gquestion
reised bsfore us either by the sporting or
fishing side of bess being taken in the
se%ne.

The witness: It is almost impossible to

seine & bess; the law aims &t prohibition,

but it doesn't reach it.



