
QUESTIONS RELATING TO MACKEREL, USED AT 

YARMOUT)! AND LUNENBURQ, N. S. 9 MAY AND JUNE, 

1895, BY WM. WAKEHAM AND R. RATHBUN. 

When do t h e  mackerel f i rs t  s t r i k e  t h i s  

p a r t  o f  t h e  coas t ?  ( H a s  he any r e c o r d s ) .  

Describe t h e  d i f f e r e n t  schools  t h a t  come 

i n ,  a n d  t h e  s i z e  and per iod  o f  each. 

How far n o r t h  do the  s p r i n g  mackerel  

s t r i k e  i n ?  (Mai t lend ,  S t .  Mary 's  Bay, Digby).  

How do they s t r i k e  t h e  shore?  Broad  on, 

from t h e  no r th ,  o r  how? What d i r e c t i o n  do 

they move? What evidence i s  t h e r e  t o  show 

that  they do not  a l s o  move nor th?  

How about these  movements a t  Pubnico, 

Bar r ington  and Shelburne? 

How far off Yarmouth do they take  mackerel  

wi th  gill n e t s ?  I n  w h a t  d i r e c t i o n  a r e  those 

mackerel moving? 

11 mackerel a r e  taken on t h e  g i l l  n e t  

grounds off shore,  do they no t  move d i r e c t l y  

on t h e  shore, and why should one t r a p  i n t e r f e r e  

w i t h  the catch of ano the r?  

Do mackerel of t h e  f i rs t  o r  second run 
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e v e r  spawn here?  

Do any mackerel  run h e r e  i n  the  surmner and 

fall sizes? 

How a b o u t  S t .  Mary's Bay? 

How about Digby and o t h e r  p l a c e s  i n  Bay 

Fundy? 

Where a r e  brush w e i r s  l o c a t e d  i n  t h i s  p a r t  

o f  Nova S c o t i a ?  For what a r e  they  s e t ?  

Are t r a p s  s e t  s p e c i a l l y  f o r  any f i s h  but  . 
mackerel? No. 

Desc r ip t ion  and sizes o f  t r a p s .  

Where a r e  they l o c a t e d  and number between 

Maitland and Shelburne? 

When d id  they begin t o  u6e traps? 

On w h a t  p a r t  o f  t h e  c o a s t  do the  traps do 

b e s t  f i s h i n g ?  

H i s t o r y  o f  t r a p  f i s h i n g ,  when were t h e r e  

most. How has reduc t ion  come about,  and a r e  

the  few now i n  use p r e f e r a b l e  t o  t h e  l a r g e r  

number? Why? 

What w a s  used before  t r a p s ?  

Hi s to ry ,  s i z e s ,  mesh, e tc . ,  o f  s e i n e s ?  

How many were i n  use? 

Where were seines used? 

Did they make as good ca t ches  as t r a p s ?  



-3- 

Why were they given up? 

Hi s to ry  o f  g i l l  n e t t i n g ,  when d i d  they 

begin? What has been number a t  d i f f e r e n t  

t imes i n  p a s t ;  and a t  p re sen t4  

Descr ip t ion  o f  g i l l  n e t s .  

Seasons. 

P l a c e s  where used. 

Comparative q u a l i t y  o f  catch.  

When w a s  mackerel  f i s h e r y  f i rs t  taken up 

i n  t h i s  r eg ion ;  what has been i t s  g e n e r a l  

h i s t o r y ?  H a s  anything been publ ished on t h e  

sub j ec t ? 

When d i d  they begin t o  s h i p  mackerel  

f r e s h ?  What d i d  they do before  tha t?  

Can we o b t a i n  s t a t i s t i c s  o f  mackerel  

f i s h e r y  he re  i n  Yarmouth? 

C a n  we r e l y  upon the r e p o r t s  o f  t he  Boston 

Fish Bureau? 

What i s  salmon season i n  traps? 

How many a r e  taken here  every sp r ing?  

What s i z e s  do they run? 

What i s  done w i t h  them? 

To what r i v e r  do they belong? 



-4- 

I s n ' t  t h e r e  a l a r g e  was te  o f  small f i s h  i n  

t h e  t r a p s ?  Cod, p o l l o c k ,  e t c .  Could the8e 

n o t  be thrown overboard i n  p u r s i n g  t h e  t rap? 

I n  a l l  o f  t h i s  r e g i o n  a r e  t h e  p o l e s  t o  t h e  

t r a p s  a lways s e t  i n  s t o n e s ,  o r  do t hey  have 

s o f t  bottom i n  p l a c e s  where they d r i v e  them? 

What dep th  w a t e r  should  t h e r e  be i n  t h e  

bowl a t  l o w  t i d e .  

Do they  p u r s e  t h e  traps e a r l y  enough each 

season  t o  know they  a r e  c a t c h i n g  t h e  f i r s t  

mack e r e 11 

A t  what t ime a r e  t h e  t r a p s  taken  up be- 

tween M a i t l a n d  and Shelburne?  

If l e f t  i n  l a t e r  t han  t h e  mackere l  season ,  

f o r  what purpose? 

Are any mackere l  gibbed o r  s a l t e d  now i n  

t h i s  r e g i o n ?  

What h a s  been t h e  r e l a t i v e  c a t c h  o f  

mackere l  d u r i n g  t h e  p a s t  few y e a r s ?  

What c a u s e 6 , y e a r l y  f l u c t u a t i o n s  i n  c a t c h  

of mackere l?  

Are mackere l  as abundant  as e v e r ?  

Does p u r s e  s e i n i n g  have any e f f e c t  upon 
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their abundance here7 or does it interfere 

with their fishery in any way? 

Why isn't the Yarmouth Bar trap set on a 

point instead of in a cove? 

What are the shipping ports for Boston? 

What territory is tributary to each? 

At what places in Bay Fundy do spring 

mackerel occur? 


