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September 20, 1893.

Prescott, Ont., Dr. T. R. Melville, Druggist.
Ogdensburg, . Y., Harvey Wood, Customs Inspect

The only market tishery in this region is
for sturgeon, which is carried on solely on the
American side of the St. Lawrence River, mostly
in deep water alon: the outer side of a shoal,
which runs parallel with the shére in front of
Ogdensburg. Use night lines, or trawl 1ines,
to satch them. Meat, such as beef, pork, etc,
is used as bait. They are set day and night.
There is no law relating to this fishery, amd
it is continued more or less during the open
season on the river, oponing later and oclosing
earlier than the navigation season, as ihe
beginning and close of rthe season is too
boisterous for fishing. The fishins season is
considered to be from about April 15 to
November. There are 5 or 6 men about Ogdens-

burg who engage in this fishery.  Thought they



might employ 500 or 600 hooks each, but this
is a wild estimate.
lelville & Wood gave us to understand
that this was quite a [ishery, but judging from
what %e learned later tlhic same day in Rrock-
ville, it ﬁossibly may not amount to very much.
The fishermen sho.ld be ssen and questioned.
The length of the ground resorted to for
sturgeon may be about 1 1/2 miles. The fish
are mostly shipred to lMontresal. The sturgeon
are still raither common, and attain some seize.
The lines are baited morning and night.
- As a whole, not much change in the abund-
ance of fishes in this region.
Elack bass, numerous,
Pickerel, less plenty,
Pike, ve;y common,
Maskalonge , taken once in a while.
Some whitefish (?) ocour in the spring.

They take them with btait. (Melville).



Very good fishin~ for bass, and it is
much earried on.

Catfish, 2 kinds, bullheads and channel
cats,

Chuts,

Suckers,

Eels,

Thinks bass fishing has improved, but not
so many pickerel and sturgeon as formerly
(Melville).

Pickerel and pike are saught all through
the year, but the best time for pike is in the
sprine before the weeds ret up.

Best bass f'ishin- occurs the latter part
of September (This does not agree with what we
heard in Brockville). Rass spawn in May,
‘They run up the crezks for this purpose. The
close sesason is very well observed by fishermen
Bass are larper than they were a few years ago.
Bass fishing begins earlier up the rivers than

at Presscott. (This must refer to New York



lawvs). Occasional salmon trout taken about
here; one this summer (probably mistaken
identity). Rest bass fishing where current is
rapid. Bags fishings is earried on all
through the river (lielville).

Much #'ishing for bass and maskalonge
among the Thousand Islands.

Sturgeon gé up the tributary river which
enters the St. Lawrense ‘at Ogdensburg. They
are soon intercepted by a dam. They used to
catch them.at this place with scoops, drags and
gaffs, and do still to some exient (Wood).

Bass, pickerel and pike are the species
most taken b: sportsmen, and there is a pood
deal of this fiahing. The bass are very fine
in this region. Take large Suq&p bass
occasionally. No salmon trout occur here.
Does not see any perseptiidble differense in the
abundance of fishes. Used to employ drag
séines in this region, but not allowed to do so

now. Suckars ars on the increase (Vood).



Mew York law allows hass fishing to begin
Jane 1. The Canadian, June 15. This
difference leads 1o some illegal fishing, and

causes some dissatisfaction. The seasons end

the same. Thinks the laws should be uniform

on both sides. (Yelville),



AMr. David Booth, Mzyor of Brockville, Ont.

September 20, 1893,

A great hunisman and fisherman, Spends
a large part of his time in thefe sports.

tueh f{ish is shipped away from Mallorytown
Ont., a short distance above Rrockville. It
is taken by ithe Cape Vincent and Buffalo Fish
Companies.

Does not think net fishing should be
‘atlowed anywhere in the river. If the river
were proiected for a few years, the fisheries
would be restorea to ‘aLout as good condition
as ever.  Very much poaching is carried on
on the river,

30 to 40 years ago a man eould go out in
an afternoon and catch anywhere from 50 to 100
‘good black bass. kaskalonge have also de-
cfeased greatly.

In Charlesiown lake, back of Brockville,



bdass have also greatly decreased, although
there is sood fishing now. The lake being now
carefully p-otcctred. ¥Yhitefish have been
planted in this lake, rtut they are no good
there, as they cannot be taken with a hook,
S?me nettihg still roes on in ithe lake,
although they have an enspecLor., The lake
is 12 miles long and 7 miles broad. It
empties into Canongue River,

Hever heard of brook trout in streams
about here.

Bass {is*in- in ihe river has bsen much
better this spring than for some years.
Several larpge maskalonres (35-60 lbs.) have
bgen taken abour here the past few days,

"Has scen muny hundred gars collected to-
‘gethor along the shore of Black Lake and
supposed they were spawning. Does not recall
at wvhat time of year. This species occurs to
some extent in the main river. Have been

taken measuring ¢ feet. They are very



destruetive to young fish,

Has seen one harbor seal in the river
here. It was afterwards caught in a net at
Cedar Island, 12 miles up the river, where the
skin is now preserved.

Spoke of a sturgeon, weighing 41 pounds,
a year or two ago, jumping into a small row
boat, just at dusk. It jumped over the
shoulder of a man sitting in the boat and
landed in the bottom. This ocsurred at

Brockville, and the name of man was given,



Paul Derosia, Brockville, Ontario,

September 20, 1893,

Has lived here 17 years. In the fish
business, selling. Does practiecally no
fishing here except for sport,

Sturgeon caught about here shipped to New
York. Very little sturgeon fishing about
here, and very few taken. There are 2 men
in Brockville who, during the past 2 years,
have set night lines oceasionally, but not
with any regularity. Does not think they
have taken more than 50 sturgeon in that time.
Use 100-150 hooks 1o a line, and perch for
bais. Previgus 10 2 years ago there was sven
less of this fishing done about here. Some
sturgeon fishing is done about Jones' Creek,
Thinks perhaps ® little more than here, but
not muoch. The ft'ishery as fa- as his knowledre
roes, is of recent origin.

On the American side has heard of only one



man this year who has fished about 2 1/2 miles
below Morristown. Has been fishing since
spring, and has had betiter success than on
Canadian side. The grounds are better on
that side. The channel and deeper water

ocour on Canadian side, This man gave up his
sturgeon fishing during haying time, 28 he
sould make more money working for the farmers.

Gill nets are not used openly in this
region. Seines are not used at all,

¥o hoop nets are used below Jones' Creek,
aqd no liecense can be obtained for them lower
down.

One man has had the exclusive privilege
in Jones' Creek. Set last year and the year
before. Thinks he had 3 nets. Made it pay
for a time/ but the fishing became so poor that
he has not set his nets this summer. At least
they have not been down rescently. The creek
is shallow and weedy, only 4 or 5 feet of

watoer, and only fishes of a certain kind go in.



The nets were set for bullheads. Besides
these, obtained mostly suckers, which are not
mach though; of, and probably also pike and
bass, but the last is not supposed 1o lead into
a net.

The fas. that this man no longer sets his
nets he eonsiders to prove that the fishing
pays no longer. There are not many bullheads
now in that creek, and the nets are very likely
10 be rosponaible~for csatching them up,

Thinks this man did not set more than the 2
years,

(The Dore is the wall-eyed pike.)

Mr. Derosea has the fish market of
Broekville. It is supplied almost exclusively
from distant fishing grounds, Lake Superior,
Georgian Bay, ete. Buys a few fish caught
vith hooks and by trelling about Grenadier
Island, but from no other local source, and is
Qonriq§nt that if other rllh were caught for

market they would come to him to sell. Prom



this fact he considers that there is no local
. market fishery except that above noted. He
used to buy from the man in Jones' Creek.

This is also a very poor sport fishing
region in his estimation., The river -uns
straight and swift here, with no bays, ete.
There is better fishing after passing above
‘t&ion Park, or Jones' Creek.

Poes not know of any market f s’ 'ing on the
Hew York §1de axcept for sturgeon. He
-gupplies the hotel in Morristown (Frontier
House) with its fish, Some nets and lines
are set in Chiprewa Ray, about 12 miles up.

There are no good places for spawning in
this part of the river, directly about here.

Has noticed no marked difference in
general, in the abundance of fishes in this
part of the river during the past 17 years.
Thiere are more ®&all pike this ysar than he has
ivcr noticed before, which he thinks means they

are ineressing.



Was out f ishing all yesterday afternoon.
Took 17 perch, 1 black bass. Same this
afternoon, 24 perch, 1 bass. {This does not
look well for the bass.)

They et best bass fishing about July 1.
Is best on the Ameriean side. About July 1,
1893, went about 5 miles up on Ameriocan side
and cmaught 35 bass in one afternoon.

In the spring, when fish are scarce, perch
sell well, but not &t this season.

Bais spawn in May, June and July. Are
mostly through by June 15, but may take a few
ripe ones even laier than July. The hasgs
epawn in the main :iver, on and about the
lhoala and grassy spots, and thidks they also
g0 up the streams to spawn, The fishing for
them in river is limited to depths less than
15 to 20 feet. Thinks June 15 about the pro-
per time to terminate the close meason for
bass, and thinks {t only fair to have the same

regulations on both sides. The Canadians, to



some extent, fish on the American side earlier
in the season.

The dore spawns in April and May. Runs
up the small rivers and creeks for this pur-
pose. Cited his knowledge of this fact at
Belleville.

Pike run up the cresks 10 spawn as soon
as the ios is out. Thinks they even go up
before the ice is wholly out.

Perch spawn early like the uore (picierel)
and pike,

" Has observed no sunfish in the main river
below Jones' Creek.

Ling or susk is abundant, but not f'ished
for. Taken when sstiing for eels, and also on
sturgeon lines. Occurs everywhere in this
part of the river.

The channel cat ocours abundantly in
Chippewa Bay, Less common in the main part

of river,  They run in the swift water, and



fiiver channels. Sometimes taken on sturgeon
lines.

The sturgeon are caught mostly in depths
of 15-to 30 faet.

Hever heard of the sea salmon anywhere in
the upper part of the river, or in Lake Ontario

*Shad* (planted by Seth Green) were
plentiful las: yea- and the year before. Not
80 common this year. ost abundani in June.
They go in schools, and are 8ec¢n in large
numbers at the surface. During the 2 or 3
years preceding this year, they were ssen dead
at the surface in large nuﬁbers, in June and
about July 1. They drified on to the ghores,
Saw them dying, swimming or darting about on
their sides, etc. Saw no signs of diseass
about them.

So little netting is done about here that
it ‘would cause no special inconveniense if
prohibited entirely by law. At this time of

yoar, msresover, ihe nets do not fish well.



flots (hoop nets) were once used to & very great
extent about Grenadier Islang. This year
there are not over 1/2 dozen there. They
formerly took in them pike and bullheads and a
few bass,

Mr. Derosia is not specially acquainted
with the river above Grenadier Island. Ho
fish are brought down from thore to sell to
him, and he therefore ithinks they are not
catching mueh there.

Dynamite has been used by poachers in this
region éuring 8 or 9 years past. There was a
dynamite factory here, which made it convenient
to yet the stuff, but its manufacture has been
discontinued. Latgly has not been employed
80 mueh, but heard ithat it had baen used this
sesson on the Arerican side between here and
Chippewa Pt. Several rersons were caught last
year using it near .orrisburgh, Ontario,

They were fined. - They have been constantly

watched  -but - it is diffiocult to eatch them in
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the act. 'In using the dynamite, they lirht a
fuse, which doss not extinguish in the water,
Thinks many fish are destroyed which never
come to the Qurface.

Where poaching is earried on here, thinks
it is done mostly to supply the poachers them-
selves, as he never hears of their offering
the fish for sale.

Nettings is well watched on the Canadian
side from Alexander EBay down, especially during
the spawning season of the fish.

(0n the American side the inspection s
mgdo between Cape Vineent and Chippewa Ray by
the Amerisan Anglers Assocliation, of which the
Secretary iz W. H. Thompson, Alexander FPay,

R. Y.

This association is made up of wealthy
Americans, and their oversight is thorough.

G. M, Skinner, Clayton, N. Y., is one of
the best posted men respecting the [ishes of

the 8St. Lawrsnce River.
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L. Southworth;)

Mr. Southworth says, Mr. Mooney, & wealthy
man wvho acts as an overseer for the Canadian
side of the river and lives near Prescott,
started out Sept. 12, on an inspestion trip up
the river. Retween Rrockville and Ganongue he
dissovered and took possession of 28 gill nets.

He returned home to-night,



L. Southworth, Rrockville, Ontario.

September 20, 1893.

Sportsman.
) /i/, Lawterics
The fish found in the river here are the
N
following:
Black bass,
Pike,

Dore, or Pickerel,
Perch,

Rock bass,

Sunt'ish,

Maskzlonge, few
Suckers,

Chubs

BRels,

Sturgeon,

Bullheads, red flesh,
Channel catfigh, white flesh,

Seth Green shad.



Only sturgeon and bullheads are regularly
fished for the market. The capture of the
former does no harm to the spori fishing or to
the other kinds of fish, but that.or the latter
does.

Sturgeon are all taken with night lines
and dead bait, and they are fished for in
deeper waters, No\other species except an
ooccasional channel cat, will take the dead
bait. In this way no interference is made
vith the other fishinpg, and the sportemen are
not concernsd gs to the capture of this species

Sturgeon fishin~ is carried on in this
region on boith sides of the river. Oonly 2 or
3 persons in Brockville engage in {t. One of
these is Paul DNerosie, The fish are sent to
New York. Have to obtain a lieense for thi-‘
fishing. Sturgeon have been ciught here
weighing up to 105 and 110 pounds. Ho other
-doviess than the night lines are used for

sturgeon about here. Could not say anything



-

about their relative abundance as sompared with
other years, but thay &re still common. Knew
of their being used only tor meat and spawn, -
Eullheads furnish the only other legiti-
mate market fishery. A law was passed some 2
or 3 years aro, allowing men to use hoop nets
in catching bullheads on rthe Canadian side.
If the catch were limited to bullheads it
would not be unfavorabl!y regarded by the
sportsmen, but they claim that all other kinds
of fish oceurring in the same places gst into
the net. There is no one on hand L0 ssc them
culled out when the nets are hauled, and con-
sequently alllthe oche; fishes are marketed as
well, They claim tha: this has eaused & very
percaptible dec-~ease in the abundamece of these
other f{ishes, Ths hoop nets are not set out
in the river, dbut in the side streams and at
their wouths. Jones' Creek, 7 or 8 miles
above here has very many, whieh has destroyed

the fishery in the creek and off its mouth.



Much secret fishing is done, but could not
describe it.

Much dynamiting has been going on for some
years. Iv may be carried on at any time of
the season or day. A close watch is kept by
the poachers, and as there are no guardians at
hand, they have no trouble in doing their work,
and if any on2 ap;roaches they can readily
sscape to the other side of the river, He has
geen the results hinself in ceming upon lots of
dead perch brought to the surface by their
explosions, and he has secn ithe men escaping,
but has never sean taem ftire the charge.

Thinks dynamiting has been most destruoctive to
pike (the species called pickersl in New York).
" Blaok buass are generally done spawning in
the St. Lawrence River by June 15, but it
depends somewhat wpon the temperature, the
water warning up earlier so-n'ygnbc than others

une 17, 180, cut open 3S bass whieh he had



S

- taken in the River on ihat day. Pound only
1 specimen still wiith ecgrs, A large pro-
portion of the spccimens were females, They
spawn earlier in some of the side streams and
lﬁkés, where the water gets warmer earlier,

‘Cited Elack lake, !'. Y.,side, which is a great
natural breeding ground for fish. The N. Y.
laws allow tliem to iish in this lake afier May

Lo, usa 1, s Pt 2iitv,

“?kbut still earlier ithere than on Canada side,
which offers oprortunities for illegal fishing.
A recent Cunada law has cxtended ‘he close
gseason 1o June 30. Thinks that it the open
season beran June 15 on hoth sides that it
would be much hettdr and that the fish would
be fully protected thereby. However, the bass
would riot take the fly in Blasck Lake as late
as June 15,

Ply [lishing [or Lass has practically been
lpandonod for 5 or 3 yearsy Now use live

batyv, and a specizl contrivance called *Devon

bait® or "minnov.* He has used the former



with much success in the early part of the
season, when th: bass are more apt Lo seek the
shallower ani wa ‘mer waiers alonpg the sidesof
the river. AL this time there are supposed
not t0 be many minnows around, and the bass
live largely on craylishes. They will not
readily take live bait atv this time, but the
vevon bait, & retal conirivance with several
hooks, is supposed .o simulate the aetion of
c:rayfishes in the water, and to be mistaken for
them., Later in ihe season they pay no attien-
tion to this hait, buit require live bhait or
spoon.

Pike «nd maskalonge are the only other
fishee which are fislied {or with the rod.

Bass, pike, pe-'h, catfish, bullheads and
ecls are merketable at any time of the year.
Suekers and chuts are not mueh thought of here.
Perch are an exceedingly ;ood fish at all
seasons, bui the) are pirates and devour much

spawn.



Bass fishing has deteriorated in this
region 50 per cent in past 15 years. Pike aye
also less common, but are still pleniy, In
the river near Jones' Creek, however, they
have greatly decreased both in abundance and
sigze, within a few years, He lays thie to the
number of hoop nets in Jones' Creek. This
creek is on the Canadian side.

Hoop nets are fighed nearly all winter.
While they would occasion no harm if their
catch was limited to bullheads, they do, in
fact, take large numbers of other and better
kinds.

Do not use any gill nets in the river so
far as he knovs.

*Shad® will sometimes take the fly,

The moon fish sometimes taken about here,
Has eaught several in Jones' Creek.

Gar pike and mmud fish oeccur in Black Lake,
N. Y.

There are only 2 or 3 men about Brockvillg



tho do nothing else but fish, and the m;rko{
fishery amounts to very little here. He
thinks that no one can be considered to be
entirely dependent upon f{ishings for a living.

An immense amount of fishing is done about
the Thousand I.lan&;.

A friend with Mr. Southworth used to fish
with nets at this placs. lle was not so esr-
tain that fish had become so much more scarce,
although he yielded very much to Mr. S's
argument . He thought they had learned by
experience , or some way, to evade the hooks
of the sportsmen, He first said that he
thought if nets were still allowed he might be
able t0 catch as many as ever, but he afierward
qualified this statement. He said that it
had been within his experience that fish had

learned to evade or pass around certain nets

placed for sometime in the same place.



