
19. P. Clarke, RelUwille, Ont. 

September 27, 1893. (I, 

Has bccn f i she ry  over8c?er f o r  3 years of 

that  part of the of' Quint6 exterming from 

Deseronto to Trenton, on both s i d e s .  

Four k i n d s  of f i s h i n c  are cacrieci on i n  

t h i s  district, viz:  with noo; ne t s ,  se ines ,  

rill ne ts ,  and n izh t  l i n e s .  

The h e r r i n g  uo not come i i ~  i n t o  this 

d i s t . - i c t  before t!ia m i d d l 2  of' October, and i t  / 

is g5nerally later. 5 o s t  fisliing i s  done 

duriny Ynvembei- for this q'-eciee.  It remains 

here more 0 -  l e s s  u n t i l  the i c e  forms, aft@.* 

which no f i s h i n g  is done. A:? occas iona l  

specimen only is taken in the sprinf., when 

a f i s h i n g  for athey things. The early spring  

sdy" nettinc all stops by A p r i l  15. 

The herring laverage about 100 fi8h to 45 + 
pound8. !heir r a v e  in lencth i a  probably 
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from 3.0 to 14 inches, 

They come to t h i s  region t o  qjawn, bat 

a m  Given no proteotion by l a w .  

%est ol' the herriny; here are uaught in 

seines, which a re  uscil the e n t i r e  l e n f t h  of the 

district on both s i d e s .  The outer l i n i i t  of 

the  haulin,.; Grounds is -:bout 18 fee&,  which 28 

a l s o  the avel*ay,e of th.; de-.pest x a t e r  ir, L h i s  

district, The shore is bordere~ rvitn lime 

stone. As soon &s y o u  pas:; ~syona t:iis lime 

s tone ,  the bottom nearly eve.*yKhere consists 

of 8 s o f t  b lack mud. 

The seines ~~i+i?asu~e  fro:2 30 t o  49 rod8 

long, and. 13 t o  1: feet deep in the bunt. 

The mesh is 2 1/2 inch ( e x t .  1 in t he  bunt, 

increasing to 4 inches in the w i n g s ,  The 

herring would pass  throuch any larper mesh than 

this, The Government had intended t o  enlarce 

the mesh, but the Minieter of Fisheries waa in 

Eel l0vi l l s  ~t fen days acu, and the matter being 
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brought t o  h5s a t t e n t i o n ,  it i s  possib3.e that 

they m y  extend  the time durinr which the 9 

pre8ent mea*: may be us&. 

Do not be[-in LO use the s e i n e s  untf l  about 
5 a  

October 15. They mow e top  usinr them "Tovember 

1, snd if December i s  favorable may f i sh  some S H  

in  that month, but t : e  i c z  he, ina to f o m  about  

December 10. 

Previous to IS92 tha a c i n ~ s  wer8 er??loyed 

tkirough :iovember . 
L:my whitefish are t a k e n  In i.he s e ines ,  

and t h i s  was espec ia l ly  the c a w  rhan  thay 

were uaed d-urinr: Yovernber. 
$2 

Seinine; i8 oarried on both day and night. 

In 80me places they do best at night, and most 

of the seininf: i s  done i n  the nicR;ht t ine .  

Tho season is  so glhort that every effort ia put 
' k Q  

forth t o  make the beat of i t .  

All till n e t s  for herr ing  are set in the 

Bie Ray, whfch ends about 8 miles above 

Deasronto. They are prohibitea i n  the Little 
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Bay, which is that part above Rig Ray. 
F 

The mesh of the g i l l  nets  measu-res from 

2 '/z to 2 a/,r inches (ext.). They are  about 

3 feet cieep. Tki2 lenGth varies, 'out s'uout 1 

pound of netting (Scotch li.?e!i) is tiseci f'oc a 

n e t  . 
Sach l i c e n s e  l i m i t s  the  arnoa:it 01' netting 

'uo a perspn LO 100 blrt no one e m  tell 

?loa much is actually used, 

They a r e - k t  i n  depths  01' 10 to 1s feet 

apyroximatcly. 

T h e  neiv rc; .uls t ion,  takinc ef'f'ect t h i s  

year ,  requires that  the mesh o f  gill nets shall 

measure not  l e s s  t!ian 3 113 inch. The regu la -  

tion size h i the r to  has bsen 3 1/4 i nc l i ,  hu t  

notwithstandinG this they have been using only 

m 2 1/2 t o  2 d/4 inch mesh. 
1 
I 

T i t h  3 1/8 and 3 1/4 in& mesh they would 

catch many whitefish, including the srnallsst 

sizes wh ich  come i n t o  t h e e  wtitera, namely 

1 1/2 to 1 3/4 pounds. 
I 
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Vith 2 l/Z to 2 4/4 i n c h  mesh, used at 

present .  they catch no whitefish, u n l e s s  it 

may hc3 an occasional one whicjl become8 entangltrl. 

by one of' its l ' ins. The aesh i s  L O O  mal1 for 

t -err; t o  g i l l  regularly. 

The 3 1/8 t o  S 1/4 inch mash w o a d  l e t  

through all ;he sizos oi' fiorrinl: wiiick come 

into .this part 0:' tile Lay,  but t hey  have never 

x e d  those . s i z e s .  

 TO mal l  wf:itef'isil come i n t o  this part  of 

the buy, o n l y  t h o  adults which Come up to 

spawn. 

The use of' 2 1/2 to 2 6/4 inch mesh g i l l  

n e t s  durinf: .*;ovember \ V O L L ~ ~ ,  iherefors ,  nause no 

i n j u r y  t o  the whitef'ish. 

He contends, therefore, t ha t  t h e  mnller 

* mesh eill nets are t h e  preferable ones for this 

d i s t r i c t .  

t h e  larpr ones would t a k e  whi tef i sh  also. 

The  mesh of' t hQ herring g i l l  ne t s  should 

They w i l l  t a k e  03 ly  herring, ahife 
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be 2 A/2 to 2 3/4 iriches t o  protect  t 3 e  PPhite- 

f ish.  Tha latter size might af’forci some pro- 

tection LO the herring, but anyzhinp l a r p r  

would 10% a l l  the herring zhro’qh. 

c 

!;one 02 Lhe G i l l  net  and seine f’ishermcn 

a**e wholly dependent on Lnai method of i sh ing .  

Some 01’ use hoop ne t s ,  & i t  the m a j  ority 

art. also farli?ei*s. 

T h e  heripinr- are a l l  saklted and sold in the 

neightorinf: rocion. The4 m e  1;ut uy in half 

barrels, h o l u i n p  about 225 f’i sh each, w h i  ah 

sell at  ~3. to $5.50 a half  barrel .  u. 

They never see any yount; hsrriny in thio 

region. 

The whi te f i sh  run inLo this palat 0:’ the 

bay prac t i ca l ly  with thc herring. They may 

arrive 2 or 3 days ahead, but wuri;en first eeen, 

they reckon on seeing the herring verx soon 

afterwards. They are taken w i t h  t h e  herr ing 

in the seines. Only t h s  ono k i n d  of seinlz is 

used here. 
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used here. 

I The r-ill ne t s  f o r  whiteftah w e  t h e  sme 

that are useci outsida, the mesh beirlq 4 1/2 in. 

The mhitefish averarce about 3 gouqds in 

weipht. They run LIP t o  13 pounds, hut there 

are not many 01 that  size. 
s+ 

I "'lever saw any spawn runnin' fron t.licn in 

SF."' October, b2t  has seen apann -unninr- in .";ov%rnber. 

The vhi tof iah  spawn i n  13 inch t o  3 f e e t  

of' water, on t 3 e  r o c k s  alony: the border of' che 

shores---flat limestone ledyes,  with ~ i a n y  

crevices .  They can be seen thicl+. i n  s:;ch 

places  sometimes in Eovember. ITaa seen them 

himself; never i n  the day t i m e ,  but a t  n i ch t ,  

by means of ti Inntern. Can a l s o  hear the 

sl latt inr:  of  zheir t a i l s .  

It is a l s o  possible that t h e y  may spawn in 

deeper water than that mentioned, but i t  is not 

p o s s i b l e  t o  observe i h e m  below 3 feet ,  Has 

never looked far the e r g s ,  but has seen the 
i 

f i s h  a8 desuribcd when out lookin? LO set? if 
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any ficlhing was going on. 

They may be observed d-urfrxr about  3 nic5ts 
i, 

w 

spawninc as above, %hen the heicht seem8 to 

have passed, althorrgh a fey may occur l a t e r .  

Thinks the height oi' the spaaninr. some8 gener- 

ally between Xovernb2r 4 and 10. 

They never see the yolmlp: in the sT:rinp;. 

J;ost 01' the  shores i n  t h i s  part of the bay 

have the limestone ledges or f l a t s ,  above 

de s c .r i be d . 
(This n r Q ~ l d  b e  a most i n t e r o s t i n r  p lace  

to study the spawninp habits of the whitefish). 

They do not see other f;shes about these &w 
ledres .  

It is only since t h s y  have p l a n t e d  fry in 

this rec:ion t h a t  t h e y  have seen the larrer 

whitefish. The fishermen ban distinguish 

bstaeen t h e  native and the planted f i 8 h .  The 

former do not grow above 4 pCTtlRd8, and their 

males art? maller. The planted fish come 

f i a m  Lake Erie. 
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n He has never seen rough f ish on the  

wper ience  is limited. 

P l a n t s  of whi te f i sh  have been made all 

t h e  way betveen Picton an5 the head of the  ;A 
Duriw the p2s t  20 years wh;tefish have 

/never been so zbundant a s  a t  p re sen t .  bring 

a part of t h i s  period, say about 15 years aro,  

they were so s c a r c , ~  t h a t  it d i d  not pay to Fish 

f o r  then. 'io% a fishewrnan i n  this d i s t r i c t  

who does not acknovlodTe thrj. rood that  has 

reeul ted from planting f r y .  

?Tot over half B dozen salmon t rou t  are 

t a k e n  i n  t h i s  d i s t r i c t  any  f a l l .  Some fry 

have be?n planted he re ,  hl;t not in the be l i e f  

t h a t  they would stock thia bay. 

$:ea salmon have been taken a8 far* up as 

Trenton,  according to the statsments of h i s  

father and of' othei* fishermen. His father'a 

experience would date back about 50 yeara. 
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They used to  spear them, but he could not 8ay 

(5 c e ill" red. 

l i m p  n e t s  i l r u  si?;  i n  :'osquito Etry, filud 

Crest: and a bay nom- TJorth 3t. The season i s  
Jl."t." 

from Gcto5cr 1 to A p i l  15, h:-it last year t h e y  

becan to s o t  t k r m  v ru l y  1, th? only t ima i t  has 

beon allowed. T h e y  3 2  continued s e t  under 

T h e  fish t akzn  in the  hoop nets  are bul l -  / 
J/ 

heads, suckers, mil some p i k e  and perch. 

tliese n e t s  are  set., hut ti!ey  ill e n t e r  the 

hoop n e t s  i f  they are set P;hert. t k e y  occur. 

Plack bass w i l l  lead as r e a d i l y  as any fish. 

They w i l l  rur! onto the mud from about A:ay 15  

t o  about June 10, and perhaps somewhat earlier 

adi? l a te r .  For t h a t  reason it is perhaps best  

to continue to eni'orce trakinf; up hoop,nets 

A p r f l  15. 

P The quant i ty  and value of the bullheads 
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t a k e n  i n  t h e  hool, m t s  is Greater than those of' 

all the other k i n d s  combined. %e quzntitj: 

of pike and sucke!-s taken does not amount to 

however, i s  low, 

fu l lheads  dressed  s e l l  at 5 C O ~ L S  fer lb. 

Thi t e f i sh  rounci sell at 4 cenxs per lb. 

p,Rpg"' 
the  mud. There are also sandy places  near 

at hcnd on vliich they {ro at, the  same time, and 

they pet-k-apn also sygsnn on it. Kany bass 

Eullheads fun ~p to 1 and 1 1/4 pounds. 

They lose about one-half i n  di-essine. 
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thruurh the i c e  for pickere l ,  which are mostly 

s e n t  m a y  t o  Irarknt. 

The rtlf'f'alo Fish 2 0 .  t a k e s  nearly a l l  the 

L'fsh caur-ht in Lhis c i i s tr ic t  except the herrinG 

There ar*e very f e v r  sturreon in t h i s  d i s -  

trict anrt :,hay a *e not  f i s h e d  f'o-. A n  occa- 

s ional  one is cauP!Jt. jn xhc seines. The 

larpest he knows o!' m s  t aken  some year-s apo 

and weiphed 160 poimds. The:; are pinerally 

very much smaller than t h i s .  

There is a pood ha3 of' mort  f' ishin(- for 

bass in this  district, ana SOITE L o r  maskinonre. 

A fzood many I e r s o n s  enrace in this s p o ~ t ,  in- 

cludinr many stranyere. 

Not many b a s s  are taken i n  s lie seines. 

S0rr.e arc caurht i n  t h e  1/2 inch till nets. 

They sometimes i ' i sh  f'or bas:. and pickerel w i t h  

sueh ne t s  or larpe hcrrinf nets .  Very l i t t l e  

complaint is made against the market fishermen 
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T h i s  part of t h e  r a y  of (!pint& is t h e  

shou lu  have ever3 protzction here possible. 

ai s t ~r i c t . 

consicizr  that this k i n d  0:’ f i s l : jng  does m y  

t h a t  it m i p l i t  even L e  beneficial to enlarre it, 

as i t  m i t - h x  be well to catci: :ip mo-e of‘ t h e  

bu l lheads .  

€:e is of’ tile orinion ;hat I t  wogld he bes t  

t c  stol  a11 fishinc t’or whitefish all through 

the br,y ~p from the cap. 

The whitef i sh  are j u s t  coming i n t o  the 
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