
MR. J. W. W ,  PORT AHGELES, WASH., 

AUGUST 4, 1895. 

(Interviewed by R icha rd  Rathbun) . 

Q. There ha6 been complaint made that the 

f i s h i n g  on Point  Roberts i n t e r f e red  with the 

business of the Fraser  River, and the quest ion 

is whether they might not be hur t ing  t h e i r  o m  

i n t e r e s t s ?  

A. Well, the  f e e l i n g  is very m c h  aga ins t  

them, but I have nothing aga ins t  those people, 

but a t  the same time I dont see why they have 

not t he  r i g h t  t o  catch fish in the t r a p s  there  

as long a s  there  is no S t a t e  law t o  p r o h i b i t  

them, and I dont 888 any reason why the Canadians 

should object .  There is a very g r e a t  preju-  

d i ce  aga ins t  the Poin t  Roberts Packing Com- 

pany I know, and while I have no i n t e r e s t  i n  

the company, my uncle was the  l a r g e s t  individual  

8 tOCkhDlde r  i n  it, but he is now s o l d  o u t  and 

has gone t o  Japan to  loca t e  some f i s h e r i e s .  

I m e t  M r .  Wilcox t r i c e ,  and found him a very 

nice gentleman, and gave him a l l  the information 

I knew. There are some thing6 here that are 
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contradictory;  there  is a grea t  maw tyee salmon 

here,  and they a r e  as f i n e  a f i s h  as you can 

find anprhere on the P a c i f i c  coast ,  but they a r e  

a very l i g h t  color ,  but they a r e  jus t  as f a t  and 

nice a s  any red salmon you ever saw, and those 

f i sh  a r e  thrown away. I have seen t h e m  a t  

Poin t  Roberts throw away 400 o r  500 a day, and 

t ha t  is something t h a t  should be stopped. 

&. IJow, a t  Poin t  Roberts the complaint is 

not so much aga ins t  the pound ne t  f i sh ing ,  a8 t o  

the manner i n  which  the pound ne ts ,  some o f  them, 

have been placed. Have you been there t h i s  

year? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. A t  the 8 O U t h 8 a S t  corner they have run 

out a Found n e t  about a mile  according t o  t h e i r  

sworn statement. Now, there  are 3 p o t s  on that, 

and i t  runs from high r a t e r  mark out  to the end 

without m y  break whatsoever; i t  covers the 

whole extent  of the reef which runs out there, 

and t h e  quest ion is  whether they should not give 

the salmon some chance t o  run; t h a t  is, if they 

p a t  i n  o thers  t h e  same m y ;  low COntinuO~s 

etriw8 of pound ne t s ;  should no t they have some 
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break i n  them? O f  course, take the  sockeye 

salmon, t h e y  a r e  dependent upon t h e  P r e s e r  

River f o r  the breeding o f  those salmon, and 

whether I t  is not t o  their i n t e r e s t  t o  see that 

they dont take all the f i s h  there. O f  course 

if anything is done it must be mutual. 

A. Well, the  Aleska  Associat ion is a 

corpora t ion  and they a r e  generally c o l d  blooded. 

Q. Mr. Drysdale ,  unfor tuna te ly ,  w a s  s ick ,  

80 t h a t  we have nothing from him We talked 

w i t h  Mr. Wadhams and K i r b y ;  so that I was very 

so r ry  not  t o  g e t  a thorough statement o f  * t h e i r  

s ide  o f  t h e  matter. O f  course, i n  the 

IPraser River they have given about 2,000 li- 

censes for d r i f t  nets this year -- that would be 

2,000 nets 150 fathoms each, which is a p r e t t y  

extensive fishery, and suppl ies  something over 

30 canneries.  Po in t  Roberts does not SUpplP 

more than one cannery in the Freeser River.. 

A. Yeu, it is very one-sided I w i l l  

admit, but a t  the same time P o i n t  Roberts had 

the b e s t  of i t ;  that l o c a t i o n  i 8  what give8 it  

-8 advantage. ~011, there t 8  a ray to l i m i t  the 
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lead o f  the t raps  so a8 t o  make i t  8 c e r t a i n  

length,  and tha t  would remedy that. 

Q. Cer ta in ly-  I t  is not t o  c u r t a i l  the 

indus t ry  i n  any ray; the  more salmon that a r e  

taken in the  proper  way the better.  

A. Ye8, I see; it is t o  prevent  ruining 

the bus ineas 

Q. NOW, re understand that  the sockeye 

which e n t e r  the Fraaer River come through the 

Straits of h c a ,  and that the Sockeye8 which 

e n t e r  some o f  the r i v e r s  and streams on the 

north p a r t  o f  Vancouver Ialand coue the o t h e r  

ray, but t h a t  they never mix; t h a t  there are 

some salmon come around the n o r t h  p a r t  o f  

Vancouver Island and go i n t o  a fer o f  tho88 

stream6 

A .  On the nor theas te rn  s ide  you mean? 

Q* Yea. 

A. Then they & n t  get t o  the Fra6er River 

from that d i r eu t ion?  

Q. NO* 

A. I m e .  When I was a t  Point Roberts 

there eeemed t o  be jWJt one trap doing a l l  tfr, 

fishing, and that war right O U t  On thert reef- 

%Up@ #-'= qw8tiOn in - mind but tmy are 



doing a l l  they can t o  ruin the  f i sh ing  industry.  

Nor, on the  Columbia we have been a l i t t l e  c3re- 

f"ul there  o f  l a t e  year8, although not  as much as 

we should be. The laws a r e  s t r i c t  enough; df 

course Washington fa i led t o  c m e  i n  w i t h  Oregn 

and make c e r t a i n  l a w s ,  and they overlooked t b  

whole business ,  and ignore the  law a t  the  

preeent  time, but it has o n l y  been the  last 

season that they have done that .  We have the 

f i n e s t  f i s h i n g  s e c t i o n  t h a t  one would r a n t  t o  

find; that  is over  on the  Columbia River, but 

over  here they a r e  doing a l l  they can t o  ruin it 

because t he re  a r e  hundreds o f  fish thrown away. 

A great many o f  the f i s h  they get  on the  Columbia 

River they g e t  here,  and they happen t o  come 

from a d i f f e r e n t  feeding ground and a r e  white 

in color. 

Q. You dont have white one8 on the  Colum- 

bia  River a t  a l l ?  

A. No, sir; but because they are n o t  ths 

proper  color they throw them away- 

people could ga the r  up the heads, tai ls ,  etc.9 

t o  nothing of t he  white  ones we throw away, 

you uould not keep the beggars away* 

If the  

'here 
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would be thousands o f  them around our es tab l i8h-  

ment every day. I stood ri,ght on the  P o i n t  

Roberts dock l a s t  year and I saw from 300 t o  

500 salmon thrown overboard every d a y  I w a s  

there ,  and I spent  a week there ,  and the Indians 

r e n t  and picked those fish up w i t h  spears and 

d r i e ?  thern for t h e i r  w i n t e r ' s  supply. That is 

some o f  them. You know that  is not  r i g h t .  

Q. What c o u l d  they do w i t h  those White 

salmon? 

A. my, they can sell them i f  they would 

put  thern i n  cans. 

Q. I t  is a curious n a t u r a l  history f ea tu re  

A. Well, I dont know anything else t o  l a y  

i t  t o  bAt t h e i r  feeding grounds. I know the 

salmon ne have down on the Rogue River -- my unde 
has con t ro l  o f  t ha t  r i v e r ,  because he owns 

15,000 ac res  of' land on each side o f  the r i v e r .  

He built a hatchery at  his own expense and pro- 

pagated the  fish. He propagated 2,000,000 last 

year. Those salmon down t he re  a r e  a kind of  

yellow pink, while the  Columblas a r e  a dee? 

red, but those fish down there  feed on a l i t t l e  

k ind  o f  a clam without any shel l ,  and that  it3 

That gfvsrr thean that color, but here the ealmon 
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feed on f i s h  a l toge the r .  1 am inclined t o  

think that i t  is the  food they live 011 that 

g ives  them the color ,  but 1 may be mistaken, 

you understand, a8 it I s  o n l y  my idea. 

Q. m e r e  is Rogue River? 

A.  It is i n  the southern p a r t  o f  Oregon, 

about 60  m i l e s  nor th  o f  the Cal i forn ia  l i n e .  

My uncle there  can give you more information on 

salmon than anybody t h a t  lives, because he has 

been in  the bUsineE8 f o r  35 years.  

Q. You spoke of an  uncle  going t o  Japan? 

A. Yes; George W. Hume. 

Q. Did you know M r .  T from Eastpor t ,  

Maine, rho  rent t o  Japan a8 a f i shery  C o m n i S -  

sioner t he re  8 m e  years  ago? 

A. No, I did not. 

Q o  He r e n t  there t o  help t he  goverment  

in the  development of some f i s h e r i e s  t he re ,  

either t o  make note8 of  sane fishee that  could 

be utilized or  t o  help them introduce methods 

of preparat ion,  and I think h i s  son used t o  be 

there or on thi8 coast .  

A. Well, if he vatl here perhaps my uncle 

ran acro88 him. 

st that seetion of country for 20 odd Years, but 

I know we have been l o o k i w  
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have never macB a break for  there  u n t i l  recent ly  

Q. Nor, the general feeling about the 

aockeye coming through the S t r a i t s  is -- what 'we 

found out from the Canadian8 -- there is Captain 

budin, you have seen him have you not? 

A. No, I never m e t  him. 

em Somebody ha8 seen him o n  your p a r t  w i t h  

regard t o  your purse seine. 

A. I sent my clerk there. 

Q. Nor, Gaudin was i n  the employ of the 

W s o n ' s  Bay Company here and ha8 been here f o r  

a great many yeara, and has been interested h 

the fishing, and interested as a p i l o t  for a 

great many pear8, and he ha8 f ished a t  Clallam 

Bag and Neah Bay and through there, and it has 

been his impression that  the sockeye enter on 

the 8011th s ide ,  and he vas quite  confident that 

they come up the south side p a r t  r a y  towards 

Clallam Bay and then rent acroes? 

A. well, that is j u s t  my idea, but 1 dont 

know but I u i l l  knm before the  8ea8on is over. 

Q m  Then the fbst  place they find them 

abundant is a t  Becher Bay? 

A. That is j u e t  my opinion, but whether I 

am right, 1 dont know. And f will t e l l  you 
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What makes me think 8 0 .  In the first p lace  

t h e r e  is the  Quinnault River, and I know t h e  

same quality o f  fi* we get i n  the Quinnault 

River we get r igh t  here, and that  shows t he  f i s h  

come i n  *om the southward, and I know the  

schools o f  fish they have seen there  in  the 

month of  July, and I: know of no fish that come 

here i n  the  month o f  J u l y  but the sockeyes. 

But they dont come up 80 far as C l a l l a m  Bay, 

but they come up here (map) and then s t r i k e  

across t o  Becher Bay and Race Rocks. 

Q. H e  sa id  you asked how far Vou could go 

on the o t h e r  side i n  fishing, and that he was 

not c e r t a i n  a t  all, but advised you not t o  come 

ins ide  the 3 mi le  l i m i t .  

A. He did? The olerk  d id  not t e l l  me 

tha t .  But my clerk Tent t o  Mr. Mil le r  o f  the 

customs house, and Yr. Mil l e r  eaid he knew of 

no law prevent ing us f r o m  going t h e r e  and 

fishing, but he rould w r i t e  on and f i n d  out.  

Q. Now, I am afraid that they are not  going 

t o  l e t  you fish there .  B a d i n  will fix it all 

right socording t o  his promise, but Canada c o m e  

down t o  the boundary l i n e  and t he re  is no high 

reae inride the Straits of Fuoa. The reaaon he 
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did 

law Prohibi t8  it. ‘he f i shery  law of B r i t i s h  

Co lmbia  which he is  carrying out makes no 

mention of it, but the general f i sher~r  l a w  of 

Canada does. Now, when you came t o  the (treat 

Lakea, and the boundary l i n e  on this aide a d  

the boundary l i n e  in salt  r a t e r  on the other 

side,  you go t o  mid-rater between the  two, ard 

according t o  t h e i r  general f iehery l a w  any 

American fishing on the Canadian s ide  can be 

8elZed. In the Great Lakes it is the same 

way, and this year and l a a t  year they seized R 

great many American fishermen. 

doing the same thing on the St.  Croix River and 

around Eastport ,  Wine, snd a cmmission was 

appointed just t o  lay out the boundary l ine 

there, and the fishermen know h@r just what i8  

exped;ed of them, but up t o  that  time they had 

great trouble with pe t ty  a r r e s t s ;  a pleasure 

party c o u l d  not. go out and fish; if they got 

over the l ine  a revenue boat would cane out and 

not know that w a s  that  the general fishery 

They were 

seize t hm.  Nor, W U d h  W i l l  protect Y O U  uti1 

he hears from Ottam. of C O W 8 @  there i 8  

mthbg t o  prevent you bwiw f ish  on that aide-  

A, mt is j u s t  the point, t h a t  w e  are 



-11- 

going t o  work to buy f i sh .  

the f i s h  and after t a l k i n g  the  matter over ,  w e  

concluded the best t h ing  we could do was t o  @ 

on that side snd ernploy the  fishermen. We rill 

have t o  pay a license on our boats, but that i o  

only a t r i f l e .  From what M r .  Mi l l e r  ha8 t o l d  

me, I wa8 of the  opinion that they muld give me 

no t rouble  a t  sll u n t i l  they were n o t i f i e d  vmt 

There fs no duty on 

t o  do. 

Q. I am very anxiow t o  see whether you 

will get fish down th i s  r a y  o r  not. 

A. We w i l l  not get the sockeye down t h i s  

ray . 
Q. No; I mean down at  Cape F l a t t e r y .  

A. well, I dont think we will get any down 

t h e r e  e i t w r .  

dont think we will get any th i6  year, i t  is too 

l a te .  I am satisfied that the hrmnpbacka, silver 

sides, and w h a t  they call the tyee sdlmon here, 

we rill get o u r  share of them on th i s  eide.  

Unless we get sane tomorrow I 

Q. Y@S; the humpback and 8 i l V 8 r  side,  d 

the tyee; snd nor how about the  dog salmdn? 

A. Well, we get those here too. 

e. you put those up? 
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A- yes, they did  put  them up, but they 

are not a very good f i a h ,  but there is a demand 

for them, as Sane buyers  a l w a y s  rant sanething 

for nothing, and we haveto give i t  to  them. 

Q. o r  courae you know what Mr. Myers of  

Seattle i a  doing? 

A =  Tee; Mr. Myers never d i d  pack good 

salmon, but he 1s makixqgnoney out of i t ,  and 

i t  is a l l  r ight .  

Q e  According t o  what w e  have learned about 

here, the other salmon b e s i d e s  the sockeye8 

run abundantly through here? 

A. Oh, yes; I dont think there is any 

question about that.  

0.. B u t  can you do much with the purse 

so ines here? 

A. Well, it hss never been auccessf'ul 80 

far on sockeyes, but with the silver salmon a 
humpbaok i t  i 8  8 U C C e 6 8 ~ *  

Q. In them open water64 

A. Yea, sir. '11811, wherever they Uchool. 

you know th8p all have their reefs  t o  go to ,  

and wherever we find them i t  is a eUCCe88 ,  but 

1 0  find one thing: that the t r a p  works a peat 

a881 better than a pus88 seine. 
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well, mould a trffp amount t o  anything 

about here? 

A *  Oh, ye84 

O *  YOU c m l d  not Us8 i t  on the ahore here? 

A .  Oh, y88, indeed. 

8 .  would the salmon s k i r t  the shore Cl08e 

enough? 

A -  well, YOU can go out f r o m  the shore 

you know. when you get out in 10 fathoms of 

rater  i t  is all right .  You take a very strong 

current here and the f i s h  ri l l  not s w i m  very  far 

out in the Straits. They rill hug the shore. 

Q. The salmon, I suppose, do not go 

out far? 

A. W e l l ,  it depend8 a good deal upon t k r j  

stage o f  the t ide ,  but take a strong tide and 

i t  is p e r f e c t l y  natural for them t o  skirt  the 

ahore, but if there is  not  8 strong current they 

will go out farther i n  deep rater.  

a l l o r  any traps a t  all in  Br i t i sh  raters  do they? 

Q. Oh, yea; they allow them in  Boundary 

They dont 

Bay, ,around Point Roberts. 

A. There is no question i n  my mind but 

what it is  just a8 fair for them to 1188 pound 
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n e t 8 . a ~  i t  I8 f o r  the knericans, and that i 8  the 

o n l y  way for the Canadians t o  g e t  around it. 

Q. Do you know about the movements of the 

f i s h  through the San Juan Islands? 

nets  there seem t o  be doing w e l l .  

-- the pound 

A. They have had a very good bushes8 

there. 

Q. Yes, I undemtand up at the southern 

end o f  San Juan Island. 

A .  U e s ;  the fishermen t e l l  me they strike 

i n  at the southern end of San Juan Island. They 

s p l i t  at the south end o f  San Juan Island, some 

going up through Ham Strait and some up the 

other way, and the balance o f  them go up *his 

rag (referring t o  map). Canecka? Bay is a very 

good point.  Lumni Island, at Village Point, 

is one of the finest fishing point8 in the world 

They seem to s p l l t  up; that is rhat the men 

t e l l  me. 

9.. Of COUFBB there is good fishing on the 

outer side of Vancouver Island2 Take Baralay 

Sound, the f i s h  run up in to  several places 

there. There l a  an in let  there that run8 up 

i n t o  a lake, There the rockeye run in. ‘ h e y  

have eatsb’iished a aannery there thi8 ycbar, and 

- 
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it might be po8sible  t o  get  f i s h  from there. 

A. Do you know r h o  i t  was? 

Q. No; but I oan f i n d  out. 

A. mat is the  name o f  t he  place,  Barcley 

Sound? 

(Look up about t he  cannery on Kennedy River 

or Lake, emptying i n t o  Barclay Sound, f o r  

' 8  informat ion! . 
A. You spoke awhile ago about Purse 

seines and asked m e  if I expected t o  ca t ch  the 

fish w i t h  purae seinea.  Purae seines dont 

seen t o  work very  successfu l ly  w i t h  sockeyes. 

I suppose a8 good a fisherman as t h e r e  is i n  

t h i s  s e c t i o n  only caught a few f i8h th i s  year, 

and he followed the schools r i g h t  up. But w i t h  

the silver a ides  and dog f ish (salmon?) they are 

a 8ucc8ss. There is 2 rays of catching the  

sockeyecr; one is w i t h  r e e f  n e t s  and the o the r  i a  

with traps. 

a l l  unt i l  t h e y  get i n t o  brackish r a t e r .  You 

cannot get  them w b r e  the r a t e r  is  c l e a r  beOaU88 

D r i f t  n e t s  will not c a t c h  them at  

0 they can 888 too wel l .  

Q. The d r i f t  ne t  is used i n  the  Fraser 

River  und a t  the mouth of the Frseer River 
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wherever the rater is discolored, but when yaz 

dome to  the nimki8h, and I think the Skeena at 

any rate,  the Canadian Goverment has been 

obliged t o  allow them to use aeinee. 

A. Dont they a l lor  any aeines i n  Brit ish 

va ters here? 

e- 0 d . Y  with the rivers s t  the north. 

why 1 aelred a l l  about the purae seines was that 

around Point Roberts t h e y  claimed they d id  not 

fish ve l l ,  and, of cour88, that would be takiw 

80ckeye8. 

A -  Now, that is a mistake f~a~bewhere, 

because I know a man I had t o  work f o r  me 

fished a seine on the Bri t i sh  side, in Corichan 

Bay; a purse 8eine. 

Q. men did he do that? 

A. f think it  was 2 years ago. That 18 

what re were applying for t o  use purae seiner 

there. 

0. What has been the history, in a general 

ray v of the Coluabis RIver, and if any fault 

there, what ha8 been the fault? 

A. The fmlt is thoy never co-d, any two 

of them, 888~3 t o  agree, land when they have come 

$@gather, pol i t ia8  aa much a8 mythkg alse 
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stopped them from maklng laws. 

passed some very good laws here and have enforced 

them f o r  a rhi lo ,  but Washington refus88 t o  malte 

any l a w s ;  the Alaska Assoc iat ion undoubtedly 

has prevented Washiwton t r a m  passing any l a u  

the re  which would eventual ly  be a benefit t o  t h e  

S ta t e ,  and then Oregon would have obeyed her 

laws, but as Washington doe8 not, and a8 much 

o f  t h e  Columbia River is on t he  Washington 

a ide  a8 on the  Oregon s ide ,  they dont feel  

l ike  l e t t i n g  the  f i sh  go up on the Oregon aide 

and l e t t i n g  the  waahington people take  them. 

They have 

Q. Does t he  Alaska Company have any 

i n t e r e s t  i n  the  Columbia River proper? 

A. No; they have not i n  the  Columbia River 

but they have in Poin t  Roberts, and when they 

pass a law i n  Washington t o  p r o h i b i t  t r a p  

f i s h i n g  i t  cover8 Poin t  Roberts. 

Q. O r  courao, they have got  around Point 

Robor t r ,  too, i n  this may, that the law made for 

Puget Sound raa decided not t o  apply t o  the nore 

nor thern  r a t e r s  o f  t he  blf Of h o r g i a -  

A. Y O s ; , a  very good law would be t o  allow 

them t o  use traps or  seine8 o r  any method Of 
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catching fish in reu~on,  you underatand, that 

they m i g h t  wish to,  but so many day8 in a reek 

they should not  fi8h- 

e. You believe in a w e e k l y  c lose  periodO 

A. Yes, sir, and that  is a good law. Nor 

t h e y  mahe i t  24 houra, and if they wouldmake 

it 48 hours i t  would give those f ieh  a chanue 

But, Row, when it e-88 t o  l imi t ing  a man, a8 

you said a while sgo, in the Br i t i sh  a s t e r s  they 

cannot fish w i t h  gill nets; and now t o  limit 

them t o  g i l l  nets would be a hardship. I 

believe i n  fishing pound nets f o r  t h i s  reb8on. 

I raa oppoeed t o  them a t  one t h e -  But when 

you abolish the seines you p u t  the businese in 

the hands of men rho have ruined the business. 

1 have seen l o t 8  of good men ruined by fishing 

trap8. 

Q. Bow, on the Fraser River the canneries 

and the Other8 rho us8 f i r h  by the wholesale -8 

protected, and yet  the single fisherman is given 

q l o y m e n t .  O n l y  gill nets  are n8ed there, but 

each cmneryaran i 8  allowed 20, 

praL8 8lll.man in it38 for ahfpmunt is allowed a 

osrtain huniber, and then when you et beyond 

thore ma, eaeh f ~ r ~ ~  18 dlow8d One net, 10 

&ah man rho 
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i t  gives the cmner~lmen the means of  col lec t ing  

t h e i r  o m  f ish t o  so l a rge  an extent that  they 

aontrol  the busineae. Aa I remember the map 

of the  Columbia River made a year or t w o  ago in 

which all the trap8 a r e  put down, the  traps are 

very seldom aonnected togefher; that is t o  say, 

there  a re  pasage nays a l l  around than. They 

dont run out and cover an extended area, the 

leader  and t r a p  fblloring one another without 

intervals  be tween? 

A. No, they dont make t h e i r  leads 80 long 

as t h e y  do a t  Point  b b e r t 8 ,  but i t  is a f a c t  

that the fish on the Columbia River w i l l  not 

lead so far a8 they w i l l  up th is  ray. 

Q. That le tyee? 

A. Yes, a i r .  

Q. Whut is  the  difference between the 

sockeye and the  blue beck? 

A. Well, I can see no difference. I think 

they a r e  the B L M ~  thing, and t hey  look =re l i k e  

each other than any other  f ieh  I have 8een- 

e. We mre been working on the Columbia 

hsm one Party cm River for 2 or 3 y-6. 

the Fish lakes in Idaho and mothe r  on 

Payetto taka in IdrLup, t i t h  tM tontiWoua 
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r a t e r s .  How, the tyee and Steelhead at  le88t 

go up there,  and I think the blue back salmon 

go up there  too. Of cour8e one o f  the main 

objects  o f  our work has been t o  determine if 

possible where eggs can be Obtained in the 

extrsme upper raters; e i t h e r  t o  e s t ab l i sh  a 

hatchery there  o r  t o  obtain eggs t o  aend t o  

other hatcheries.  This year we have 6 o r  7 

men i n  there  and they rill stay there u n t i l  

winter, sane of them, t o  keep track of  the s a l -  

mon in  those upper waters, and the  work is done 

e t r i c t l y  f ran a s c i e n t i f i c  standpoint. They 

have t h e i r  nets there, etc . ,  and w i l l  t r y  to  

ge t  accurate  knowledge o f  the spawning habi t8  o f  

the fish up there.  Has your f a m i l y  given up 

the Columbia River a l together?  

A. Well, nearly 80; W i l l i a m  Hume, x k m  the 

o r i g i n a l  canneryman, is still there,  but he is 

the o n l y  one. 

Q. Of course, i t  is a name I have a l ram 

heard 10~1@36t ae8ociated w i t h  the salmon o f  the 

Columbia River. 

A. YO.; Qeorge has now gone t o  Japan aab 

my uncle is at  Rogus River. 

e. There aaed t o  be a cannery a t  mallam 
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Bay didn ' t  there?  

A.  Yes; one o f  my r e l a t i v e s  s t a r t e d  t h e r e ,  

but i t  w a s  a f a i l u r e .  They d id  not know any- 

th ing  about them and d i d  not g e t  them. There 

is a f i she ry  s t a r t e d  now down a t  the Hoko? and 

the  people here t a l k  about what a won* rful 

r i v e r  t h a t  is, and i t  is o n l y  a l i t t l e  stream 

t h a t  you can s t e p  acroas  almost, and the  biggest  

ca t ch  they have ever  caught there  va8 200 

b a r r e l s  i n  a season, and that is 800 cases  of  

f iah. 

Q. There ha8 been a g rea t  dea l  of preju-  

d i c e  aga ins t  the  wheel8 in t he  Columbia River; 

w h a t  i o  you idea of t he  wheel? 

A .  Well, I rill t e l l  you, when y o u  come 

t o  se ine  o r  t r a p  o r  wheel, they are all det r i -  

mental t o  the bu8ines8, and s o  is a g i l l  n e t  

when you cane down t o  that, but they w i l l  catch 

smaller f i s h  than a g i l l  ne t ,  but i f  you l i m i t  

the b d i n e S 8  t o  g i l l  n e t t i n g  it  is not a p r o f i t -  

able busineas; t h a t  is why I am i n  favor o f  

say 48 how8 of a reek l y i n g  o f f ,  and enforce 

the  law and see that no f i s h  are caught during 

that t h e ,  and that  w o u l d  give the f i s h  a shcrr. 
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1 believe in using all the modern appl iances  to 

c a t c h  the  f i eh ,  because you have g o t  t o  keep up 

with the t h e e .  Foreigners would go t o  work 

and invent something whereby they could c m e  

in to  the market and compete with us and Shut 

us out  i f  you dont. Of course when you m e  

a 2 o r  3 inch mesh net  o r  t r a p  you a re  bound 

t o  c o r r a l  mcjre o r  less small f ish,  but it can 

be avoided. I t  is very fen small salmon that 

ie cauglit anyway i n  p ropor t ion  to the l a r g e  

ones. They dont go t he re  until they mature 

anyway 

Q. In connection w i t h  the  Fraser River, I 

dont see how it can be otherwise; re  cannot get 

t rack o f  anything but good mature f ish.  

A. Yee; well it is the same nay p r a c t i -  

cally on the Colmbia River; r e  ge t  very fer. 

You take a t r a p  and you make the mesh large l i k e  

you would a g i l l  n e t  a n d i t  would  be a f a i l u r e .  

Q. For what reason? 

A. Because the f i 8 h  would g i l l ,  and YOU 

cmnot ca tch  them. You can c a t c h  them a l l  

right i n  the gill net, but Y O U  Cannot in the 

trap. And i t  is the same with the  8eim8, the 
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mesh has to  be small t o  keep them from gi l l ing .  

Q. Of course you know nothing about t h e  

sal t  r a t e r  f i s h e s  here, t he  ha l ibu t  f i shery ,  o f  

course? 

A *  EO, I dont know anything about t h a t  

f a r t h e r  than tha t  t h e e  a r e  p l en ty  o f  t h e m .  

I n  f a c t ,  i n  these S t r a i t s  here,  there  a r e  mom 

f i s h  than these people have t iny  idea of.  They 

dont know what is here. T h i s  is the r i c h e s t  

f i s h i n g  c o U t r ; r  that ever I strwck i n  my l i f e .  

Q. Of course, i n  a measure this  is l i k e  

a tremendous r i v e r  with the mouth here a t  Cape 

F l a t t e r y .  

A. Yes, exact ly .  

Q. The f i s h  a r e  s t a r t i n g  up a salt  r a t e r  

r i v e r ,  which tu rns  f r e sh  a f t e r  a While, and it 

is 8 0  wide and deep that the f i s h  cannot  f i l l  

the  stream a t  all. 

A. I think when you get  up t o  Sag Juancnd 

meet Mr. Devlin, he can give you a good dea l  of 

information on t h i s  business. He is a t  PsidCy 

Harbor. 

Q. Nor, w i t h  the  blue back Salmon in  tlS 

Colmbia River, do you ever see  spent ones there  
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A. NO. 

8- Do those fish a l l  d ie?  

A. Well, now, tha t  is a quest ion I could 

not a w e r  f o r  the  blue backs, but I know that 

salmon when they a re  a b l e  t o , r e t u r n  t o  the salt 

water. That is the tyee,  s i l v e r  side, and am 

o the r  salmon 1 have ever  8een, but the blue back 

I cannot say I b v e  ever Sean them on the ray t o  

t he  ocean again,  but almost every o ther  salmon 

1 have, but I suppose they go back the same 88 

any o the r  fish if the;. can ge t  back, you under- 

stand. 

Q. That is, you dont think they n a t u r a l l y  

die up there? 

A .  Mo, sir, but the condi t ions a r e  such 

t h a t  most of them die. I have been out there  

f i s h i n g  and sametimes I would 886 a salmon on 

the  sur face ,  and genera l ly  it w o u l d  be an old 

one . 
Q. That h-s been a puzzler  o n  the  Fraeer 

River. I think the p r i n c i p a l  th ing  is  tha t  

none o f  them ge t  back, of  t he  sockeyes, as we 

have been t r y i n g  t o  ge t  track of  epent 8ockeye8, 

which we have never been a b l e  t o  do- 
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A. wel l ,  I dont know about t he  sockeyr and 

the blue backs; I never saw one o f  them on  the 

way t o  the ocean, but almost a l l  o thers  I ham.  

you take i t  i n  the months of  December and 

Januarzr and YOU w i l l  find them j u s t  heading on 

flood t i d e  towards t- curren t ,  and on the ebb 

t i d e  they keep r i g h t  on down the same, and they 

j u s t  keep wiggling slowly along; they a re  almost 

bl ind and all covered w i t h  sores ,  but when they 

get  t o  sa l t  water they br ighten up and a r e  all 

rigkt 

Q. What a r e  the salmon you have in  the 

Columbia River? You have the tyee,  blue back 

and steelhead? 

A. Yes; and the s i l v e r  s ide ,  and then what 

they c a l l  the c a l i c o  salmon there .  I t  is  what 

80me people c a l l  a dog salmon. It is a p i &  

colored f ish;  very l i g h t  p i n k .  

Q. You have, then, p r a c t i c a l l y  a l l  the  fish 

they have here? 

A. Yes, the same kind they have here, O d Y  

t h e i r  l a r g e  run  of f i s h  on the Columbia ar€! the 

tyee. 

Q. DO any of the o the r  v a r i e t i e s  go Up 

in g r e a t  abundance at  a l l ?  
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A. oh, yes;  t he re  a r e  a grea t  many s t e e l -  

heads, blue backs, and a g rea t  m y  which would 

430 UP. 

e. D i d  YOU ever see a young shad? 

n A. Oh,  yea; I p d d  $2.50 f o r  the first shad 

caught on the Columbia River, about 15 inches 

long, and my uncle said it was a genuine Kenne- 

bec shad, and from t h a t  time on we canmenced t o  

c a t c h  shad, and now we g e t  them 6 o r  7 l b s . ,  

p len ty  of  them. 

Q. Do they have the l i n e  o f  spots along 

the  back? 

A. They have the  l i n e s  there.  

Q. Well, there  are severa l  spo t s  8s big 

as your finger n a i l  forming a l i n e  on each side, 

have you not iued that? 

A. Well, I dont think I have. 

Q. I ahould l i k e  t o  see t w s e  shad, f o r  

th i s  reason: that on the  At l an t i c  a ide ,  south 

the shad are p l a i n ,  and when you get  up on th3 

coas t  of k i n e  and Nova Sco t i a  they take on these 

spots, and the shad that were p l a i n  there  were 

the southern Vm ietY* 

A, Yest W e l l ,  I never 8aw a spot  on them 
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that  1 know o f .  The shad here come from Cali- 

forn ia ,  and they have kept caning up th i s  Coas t ,  

and they a r e  a l i t t l e  d i f f e r e n t  i2  the d i f f e r e n t  

streams. 

Q. There is no d i f f e rence  i n  the species 

on the At l an t i c  coast ,  between the two species ,  

only a d i f f e rence  i n  co lor  between the southern 

and northern va r i e ty .  

A. W h a t  is the  c o l o r  o f  t h o s e  s p o t s ?  

Q. Oh, i t  is b lackish  s p o t s ;  not  black, 

but l i k e  p r i n t i n g  in  of  a f a i n t  b l ack .  

A. Well, I dont remember o f  ever seeing 

any black s p o t s  on shad. In fact, shad a r e  

something I dont know much about anyway. 

Q. Do your blue backs run the same time . 

i n  the Columbia River that the sockeyes do here? 

A.  hfo; they run sooner. 

Q. IS the tyee here a s  l a r g e  a f i sh  on an 

average as i t  is in the  ColumSia River? 

A.  Yes; the o n l y  d i f fe rence  I see i n  the 

f i s h  is t h a t  acme have a f i rs t  r a t e  c o l o r  and 

o the r  a r e  white. Some a re  a8 white 8s Paper, 

but they are just a8 n ice  a f i sh  a s  any, and 

YOU blindfold a man and give him a white one 
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and he cannot t e l l  the d i f f e rence  to save h i s  

l i f e .  

Q* Do YOU get  many whi te f i sh  i n  the  

spr ing  here? 

A .  Yes, t h e r e  are a good many more here 

than a r e  caught. They have never made a busi- 

ness o f  catching those. They get  a l a r g e r  

propor t ion  i n  the fall, but they get them in 

the sp r ing  also because I have been catching 

them ever since I have been here. 

Q. I dont see why someone would not invent 

a co lo r  fo r8 ta in lng  them a8 they do  bu t t e r?  

A. wel l ,  that eventual ly  w i l l  be done. 

Q. I have talked w i t h  2 or 3 persons who 

have sen t  the white f i s h  t o  market apparently as 

the  same p r i c e  as the  red f i s h  and they claim 

the7 have never been a b l e  t o  market them a t  all. 

A. Yes? Well, now, that is hardly 8 0 ;  

I know there is a demand for. white fish. 

Well, I will t e l l  70u, t h a t  it depends a great  

deal uFon w h a t  it is so ld  f o r .  f f  you s e l l  it 

f o r  what it is i t  goes, but if you misrepresent 

the good8 it is d i f f e r e n t ,  and t h e  buyer W i l l  

not s tand  by the s a l e ,  that is a l l .  

Q. H ~ W  Would this rish go i n  the southern 
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S t a t e s ?  

the most o f  his. 

That is where M r .  Myers s a p  he sh ips  

A *  well ,  I Suppose he does, but t he re  ri l l  

be lot8 of  those f i s h  used up i n  the northern 

S t a t e s  a l s o .  

Q- why should not those white salmon be 

Bent on i ce  from t h i s  region;  would not they do 

b e t t e r  f r e s h  than canned? 

A. Well, as you sa id  a few minutes ago, 

you take a salmon and everybody expects it t o  

be red,  and it dont look any b e t t e r  than a p iece  

o f  ha l ibu t  o r  a n y  other  fish i f  i t  is white, 

while if it has a c o l o r  i t  gives it  kind of a 

tone. There a r e  thousands of  people that buy 

salmon tb t dont know whether it  is salmon o r  

aturgeon. There does not seem t o  be any 

l i m i t  t o  the amount o f  salmon that can be mark- 

e ted  f r e s h  from t h i s  s i d e  e a r l i e r  than a c e r t a i n  

period, and a f t e r  the salmon begin t o  come i n  

from the e a s t e r n  c o a s t  of course there  is not 

t h e  market, but before t h a t  there  is no l i m i t  

to the mount  of salmon that could be marketed. 

In the New Yorlr market you W i l l  f h d  immense 

q u a n t i t i e s  of salmon from t h i s  Side, and the  
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f i s h  look as well  as t he  f i s h  from t h a t  s ide .  

a. A month before 1 came over here I w a s  

i n  the salmon region on the Nova Scot ia  coast ,  

and the:r a r e  c e r t a i n l y  a beahtif’ul f i s h  when 

they a r e  caught i n  the  salt water there .  

A .  A r e  they as l a r g e  a s  our f i s h  here? 

e- No, not as l a r g e  as the  tyee. “he 

l a r g e s t  I saw the:‘ were g e t t i n y  there  then w a s  

15 o r  20 l b s . ,  but I think on the  S t  John 

River the f i s h  m a i n l y  run  up t o  30 l b s . ,  perhaps 

and i n  the  smaller  r i v e r s  they a re  small -- 10 t o  

15 l b s . ,  e tc .  The f i s h  we saw d id  not belong 

t o  the r i v e r 8  on the coas t  where r e  saw them. 

Do you know t o  w h a t  ex ten t  salmon have been 

found o f f  the  coast  here,  outs ide? 

A. Well, there  has been schools o f  f i s h  

s t ruck o f f  the  coas t  here 20 o r  30 miles ,  and 

they eupposed that they were salmon, but they 

dont know p o s i t i v e l y  whether they were o r  not, 

but the  supposit  ion was that  they w r e  salmon, 

but whether they were o r  not could not t e l l .  

e. Is there  any f i she ry  o f f  t h e  Columbia 

River, c l e a r  down i n  t.he water ou ts ide  the 

mouth? 

A. no; they dont pretend t o  catch them on 
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the o u t s i d e  coas t ,  bu: I think they w i l l  come t o  

t h a t  by and by. 

&. The water ge t s  deep the re  doesn't it? 

A. Well, no; i t  goes o f f  gradual ly;  not 

suddenly l i k e  i t  is here. 

Q. How does the  abundance o f  salmon a t  

p resent  i n  the ColumSia River compare w i t h  vhat 

i t  used t o  be? 

A *  wel l ,  i t  is n o t  a s  grea t  a t  the present  

time. They have packed about 250,000 cases o f  

blue be ks and s tee lheads  on t h a t  r i v e r ,  while 

years ago we w o u l d  come very near  discharging a 

man for having the  blue backs o r  s tee lheads  on 

the dock, becaxae i n  the pa lmy  days r e  would 

not look a t  them. 

Q. wel l ,  the tyee has decreased also? 

A. O h ,  yes; we used t o  pack about 650,000 

cases  there .  In 1880 and 1881, about 650,000 

cases of  the tyee,  but now i f  you a re  g e t t i n g  

500,000 cases  o r  250,000 of tyees ,  o r  s a y  300,000 

cases,  you a re  g e t t i n g  a b i g  pack. There 18 no 

quest ion but w h a t  they a re  going t o  r i p e  them 

off  the Columbia. They a r e  c e r t a i n l y  de- 

creasing, and how can they increase,  they are 

not p r o p a g a t i w  any f i s h  there .  In 1864 two of 
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my Uncles s t a r t e d  a cannery on the ------_- River 

That is t he  f i r s t  cannery s t a r t e d  o n  the P a c i f i c  

Coast ,  and they packed 3,000 cases of f ish,  and 

they packed there  2 years and salmon began t o  

g e t  scarce arid they came t o  the Columbia River 

i n  1866, and i n  1867 they packed the first f i s h  

there ,  about 4,000 cases,  and t h e i r  b. ,siness 

continued t o  increase,  and f o r  about 10 years 

they con t ro l l ed  the salmon market o f  the wor ld ,  

but i t  got t o  be too nuch competition f o r  them, 

and they c o u l d  not cont ro l  i t  any longer.  

But those days, and even a f t e r ,  there  was a good 

many salmdn in  the Sacramento River, but to-day 

what is i t? They used t o  pack 250,000 cases ,  

and if you a re  g e t t i n g  10,000 now you a r e  get- 

tint a b i g  pack. you take the h i s t o r y  o f  a l l  

t m  of these r i v e r 8  and c i v i l i z a t i o n  knocks every 

one o f  them, but propagation is  a success and 

should be encouraged, a s  it is the  o n l y  th ing  

t h a t  can p r o t e c t  the f i s h i n g  business. 

know my uncle a t  Rogue River went down there  1 9  

years ago and he invested $150,000 i n  that 

s e c t i o n  of country before he knew W h a t  was t he re  

and the f irst  season he packed 3,000 Cases of 

salmon, a d  that meant a b i g  l o s s ;  the next Year 

1 
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he Packed about 4,000 and the  fo l lowing  year 

about 3,000 Cases, bu t  the second year he was 

there  he s t a r t e d  a hatchery and i t  cos t  him 

$ 2 , 0 0 0 - ,  and he commenced propagating f i s h  and 

h i s  pack began t o  incr  8886, and I was there  

4 Years ago, and &made a pack o f  21,000 cases 

a l l  s t r a i g h t  goods. ! h e y  were tyee salmon 

a1 toge ther. 

Q. I suppose some o ther  species  run i n  

there? 

A. O h ,  there  are l o t s  of  s tee lhead  run 

i n  there ,  and the f i n e s t  s teelheads I ever  8 8 1  

i n  my l i f e .  

Q. The steelhead has a good c o l o r ?  

A. Yes, but not a s  good a c o l o r  a s  the 

salmor,, but they a r e  a nice f i s h .  you can get  

your h a t  &alf full of fat from t h e i r  e n t r a i l s ;  

tha t  is 8 l a r g e  one. 

Q. What is done with the o f f a l  from the 

fish on the  Columbia River? 

A. Well, now they a r e  making o i l  out o f  

the heads, f i n s ,  t a i l s ,  e t c - ,  but eventual ly  

every head, tail and f i n  W i l l  be s a l t e d  and 

saved and put on the market. YOU take 8 salmon 
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head a d  it is the best  part of  the  f i s h ,  and 

it is thrown away, and i t  is a shame. 

Q. D i d  t h e y  use t o  throw t h e  o f f a l  i n  

t h e  water? 

A. Yes, sir.  

Q. Do they do  s o  now at, a114 

A.  Well, they do some, but not s o  much 

a8 they d i d .  

Q. Is there  a l a w  aga ins t  i h  on the 

Columbia? 

A. I don? bel ieve there  is. ‘Phe o i l  works 

there ,  they send boats around and take the  heads 

and e n t r a i l s  away from there.  They a re  dropped 

underneath the dock i n  8 b i g  rack b u i l t  on an 

inc l ine ,  and they f i l l  i t  up and shove i t  right 

out  i n t o  the boat. 

e. Do you think the l e t t i n g  of the refuae 

go i n t o  the water i n  l a r g e  q u a n t i t i e s  does any 

harm t o  the run o f  f ish? 

A. Tel l ,  I dont know a s  i t  does. 

Q. There is a l a w  aga ins t  i t  on the Fraser  

River, but i t  is not l i v e d  up to .  Now they 

allow it to go i n  the r iver ,  but only pending 

the completion of the o i l  fac tory  there ,  and the 

cannerpen there  think i t  is not doing any harm 
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t o  the r i v e r ,  protviding i t  is p u t  i n  t h e  cur ren t  

o f  the  r i v e r .  Certainly the salmon a re  r - m i n g  ’ 

there s t i l l ,  and there seems t o  be no diminution 

o f  the  f i s h  f r o m  the p u t t i n g  i n  o f  the offal. 

A *  Well, that is a quest ion t h a t  I a m  not 

posted on. 

Q* Do you have other  po l lu t ions  i n  the 

Columbia River, such as saw mills? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. mat i s  y o u r  idea o f  t he  r e l a t i o n  of 

saw dus t  t o  salmon? 

A. It is a bad thing.  A l l  such stuff ss 

saw dust ,  or any other  f i l t h ,  should not be 

thrown in to  the r i v e r ,  f o r  t h i s  reason, 8s- 

p e c i a l l y  when you g e t  up towards the headwaters, 

because when a f i s h  spawns the eggs must be f’ree 

f r o m  every b i t  of filth, because i f  d i r t  co l -  

l e c t s  on t h a t  egg worms w i l l  hatch there  and rill 

e a t  up the egg and k i l l  i t .  The egg must 

be ju s t  as clean as when i t  is taken fron the 

f i s h  and hatched out.  Now, you take i t  in the 

hatchery when the water is running over those 

eggs,  every day we t a k e  those eggs up and pick 

out  the white ones and throw them away, and if 

we 888 a spot on i t  re pick tha t  speck off, if 
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re dont i t  ril l  k d l l  the egg* 

Q- mat is y o u r  idea of  t h e  e f f e c t  on the 

salmon, d i r e c t l y ;  does i t  a f f e c t  then d i r e c t l y ?  

A. Well, I dont think i t  has a good e f f e c t  

Fish  l i k e  good, c l e a r  water, you know, and th is  

saw d u s t  business and such s tuff  is a bad thing.  

Q. Those saw mills on the  S t .  Croix R i v e r  

a r e  a l l  below the  spawning grounds, so they dont 

af fec t  the spawning grounds, and we a re  having 

difficulty i n  deciding what e f f e c t  that  saw dust  

may ha-re on the salmon i n  a t tempting t o  reach 

the spawning grounds. 

A .  Well, c i k i l i z a t i o n  k i l l s  a l l  f i s h  and 
* 

game 

Q. How are the sturgeon 01 the  Columbia 

River? 

A.  why they have been catching t o n s  upon 

tons o f  them f o r  the l a s t  10 years. why, 

sturgeon, formerly re w o u l d  not  have such things 

around as, but there  is' a good market  f o r  then 

nor. m e n  I raa up here prospect ing l a s t  fa l l  

I m a  on the  Fraser  River, and going down on t h e  

steamer t he re  was a couple of fellows s i t t i n g  

t he re  and theg were cursing t he  Indians; they 
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were just  g iv ing  them f i t s  because they came up 

t h e i r  streams and were catching t h e i r  t rade.  

Q How fa r  up the Columbia River do you 

know o f  quinnat salmon g e t t  ing? 

A. J u s t  as f a r  as  one can ee t .  

Q. Up i n t o  Canada? 

A. Well, very c lose  on it. They go just  

as long as there  is breath in  them t o  go, u n t i l  

they spawn. 

Q. I came across  an engineer o f  the  

Canadia2 P a c i f i c  Railroad, and he had found 

salmon up i n  t h e  R o c k i e s  i n  the uppermost o f  the 

Canadia2 lakes, and he  s a i d  they were 41&4xa 

abundant a t  one time, but ,luring r ecen t  years  

they found very f e w  a t  all. 

A. Yes; t h a t  is right. There is no 

quest ion but what the tyee W i l l  go UP; WW-ever 

there  is enough water for them t o  go they W i l l  

go 

Q. If you were going to regulate the 

f i s h e r i e s  on the Columbia River how would you 

do i t  to-day? 

A. Well, that is a T r e t t y  hard question. 

I be l i eve  i n  a Saturday n ight  law more than 
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anything e l s e ,  only instead of  making it  o n l y  

24 hours make i t  two 24 h o w s  -- make i t  48 

hours,  and then l e t  them use t h e i r  t r a p s  and 

se ines ,  wheels and g i l l  ne t s  i f  they want t o .  

Q. How about a year ly  c lose  season? 

A .  Vel l ,  I dont bel ieve i n  t h a t .  

e. They have one now dont they? 

A .  O h ,  yes;  but :hat is j u s t  when there  

a r e  no fis!i, and i t  does not amount t o  anything. 

1 bel ieve in  taxing ever.; canneryman s o  much per  

case and every fisherman s o  much f o r  t h e i r  boat, 

which  m u l d  fu rn i sh  a revenue, and which  is to 

go t o  the propagation of salmon. Now, Oregon 

thinks t h a t  the Goverement ought t o  bui ld  a 

hatchery and kee? i t  up. Well, now, the 

Government is  not making a s  much money o f f  that 

as the Oregon people a re .  If Oregon and 

Washington would came together  and make similar 

laws tax ing  every t r ap ,  se ine  and g i l l  n e t  and 

every fisherman so much, and every canneryman 

so much pe r  case, whatever he should nack, th3 

s m e  t o  be turned in to  a pool f o r  the  p l q o s e  

of propagating f i sh ,  and t!ren e l e c t  t h e i r  fish 

c o m i s s i o n e r  every year and h i s  a s s i s t a n t s ,  and 

keep t h a t  th ing  Up, i t  W i l l  be d.1 r i g h t *  That 
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is the  only pfaY t o  keey, up t h e  f i sh ing  industry,  

i n  m y  op inion. 

Q* Over what 1engtli of the r i v e r  is  the 

f i s h i n g  c a r r i e d  011 i n  the ColumSia River m a i n l y ,  

l e av ing  o u t  the wheels a t  the Dal les?  In the 

m a i n  p a r t  O f  the r i v e r  what is  the d is tance  up 

the  r i v e r  t h a t  the f i s h i n g  is ca r r i ed  on, from 

t he  mouth? 

A.  Well, 20 miles, the  main p a r t  o f  i t  

extends. 

e. Would the  salmon run through the  whole 

systern o f  n e t s  in  t h a t  time? 

A. Well, when they a re  t r a v e l i n g  r i g h t  

along salmon w i l l  go 30 o r  40 m i l e s  a day w i t h -  

out any t rouble ,  and you take a salmon and l e t  

him come i n  the  streams here over Saturday n igh t ,  

and there  sha l l  be no m o r e  f i s h i n g  unt i l  the 

next Monday n ight ,  he has 48 hours s ta r t  and he 

g e t s  up the r i v e r  where there  a re  few ne t s ,  md 

they rill not  ca t ch  the quant i ty  out of  those 

t h a t  t l e y  rould. There would be more l e f t  than 

theye muld be if they had been fishing ric,ht 

along from A s t o r i a  on up, because they have t o  

pass the  l a r g e s t  f i s h i n g  a t  Astor ia .  
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e* ‘here is no such w e e k l y  c l o s e  season 

nor? 

A -  No; t he re  is a f t e r  the  10th  day of 

August ,  but tliere a r e  no fish there  a f t e r  t h a t .  

when do the t y e e  run? You have two 

general  runs do you not?  

A .  NO, o n l y  one. 

Q- Dont YOU have a f a l l  run? 

A b  Yes; but we consider the sp r ing  f i8h 

there  a s  t h e  fall fish.  

e. Is nothing done with them? 

A. Oh, yes; they pack them, but tney are 

not l i k e  the sprin& f i s h ,  although they are a 

very good f ish.  

Q. Do you knov anything about the  Clacka- 

mas River in Oregon; what f i s h  eo up there ,  the 

spr ing  fish? 

A. Well, yes. I w i l l  t e l l  you w h d t  I 

know about t h a t :  The fish t h a t  go u~ there  are 

the  f irst  f i s h  you ge t ;  those that come fir8t, 

t h a t  go up the  v i l l i m e t t e  River, but you take 

i t  about the  10th day o f  May, after t h a t  there  

is no more f i s h  go up t he re ;  they a l l  go 

q the main Columbia. 

the Clackamas River is no place  fo r  a hatchery 

fn .the first  place,  
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for t h i s  reason; t h a t  they a r e  not on  the  pa th  

o f  the f i sh .  NOW, you take i t  up about The 

Dal les  and from there  up a n v h e r e  there  where 

YOU can ge t  the water and the loca t ion ,  is an 

exce l len t  p lace  f o r  a hatchery, but you take 

i t  in  the Clackamas River, a branch of the  

Colmbia is  s i m p l y  out o f  the place,  because 

a f i s h  w i l l  get  back where he is brought up. 

Q. That is why we have been a t  work on 

that  t h ing  fo r  the l a s t  3 years;  we s i m p l y  keep 

up those observations u n t i l  me can work out 

those h a b i t s  p r e t t y  thbroughly ,  and i t  a l l  has 

reference t o  the r epor t  xpon the advantages o f  

the d i f f e r e n t  branchea of the stream f o r  f i s h  

hatching. Most of the  fish ha tche r i e s  in tl-E 

country were put i n  before anything was r e a l l y  

known about the habits of  t he  f i s h  t o  which they 

r e l a t e .  Of course on the At l an t i c  coast  we a r e  

improving, because there  have been more observa- 

t i o n s  made there ,  but many of  the ha t che r i e s  

were put  in  h a s t i l y  without proper examinations 

being made, and of  cour6e the Columbia is  the  

most important r i v e r  on the  r e s t e r n  coast ,  

because we want t o  make an objec t  l e s son  of it 



-42- 

i f  we can, and no extended r e p o r t s  have been 

made on tk Columbia because nothing has been 

f in i shed .  

A. Well, Oregon and Washington a r e  going 

t o  be s o r r 7  sane day i f  they dont cune together  

and ;ave +,he same law and tax the  canneries;  and  

suppose they tax them 5 cents  a case -- supposing 

i t  was 1 cent a ca6e, and they pack 500,000 

cases a year ;  well ,  now, you know, there  is  

q u i t e  a l i t t l e  sum; and then i f  y o u  have t r a p s  

t ax  them $5.00 and for seines $5.00 and for  

f i s h i n g  boa ts  $2.50. 

or $15,000, if not more. They can propagate 

5,000,000 o r  6,000,000 fish a year w i t h  t h a t  

j u s t  as easy a s  not and nobody would f e e l  i t .  

There is a t  l e a s t  $10,000 

Q. How many f i s h  a r e  taken, on En average 

i n  a year4 

A. Well, 500,000 cases  and'3 fish to the  

case -- 1,500,000 fish.  Now, if you only use 

1,500,000 f i s h  a year and you a r e  propagating 

4,000,000 o r  5,000,000 a year you are keeping 

Up the Supply* 

e. my can ' t  you propagate more than t h a t ?  

A. why, you can If you o n l y  keep a t  it. 

If t h e r e  could be a United S t a t e s  law passed 
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forc ing  the  cannerymen t o  pay a revenue per  

case on every case they rack, but I s q p o s e  i t  

would have t o  be a S t a t e  l a w .  It is f o r  the 

i n t e r e s t  o f  Oregon and Washington t o  come to-  

gether  and do that and I am i n  hopes they w i l l  

do t ha t  soon. M r .  M the  fish commissioner, 

on the  Columbia, is 8 veri’ nice man, but he does 

not !,:!lor a salmon f r o m  a sucker, and I asked him 

at one time if he had m y  experience i n  the  

business,  and he sa id  no he d i d  n o t  know anything 

about i t ,  but he s a i d  he would do tile bes t  he 

c o u l d .  we are not up i n  the f i s h i n g  business 

here a t  a l l .  In  fact ,  the  salmon business i n  

the l a s t  20 years  has improved r e a l l y  wonderful ,  

but s t i l l ,  to-day we dont know anythinr: about it. 

Mp. Myers was fish connnissioner o f  Oregon a t  

one time. 

Q. 1 have been su rp r i sed  t h a t  so l i t t l e  

f i s h i n g  was clone on the American side i n  these 

vat e r s  here 4 

A. well, it is because nobody had the sand 

t o  start in .  m e r e v e r  you go there  is a 

d i f f e r e n t  way t o  Catch the f ish.  

River they catch the fish d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  

On Rogue 
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o the r  Place I ever s a w ,  and it i s  the  same 

everywhere. 

Q- That p lace  o f  y o u r  unc le ' s  on Rogue 

River is idea l  of a f i s h e r y ;  the  o n l y  th ing  

is there  a r e  not many p laces  i n  the country 

where you can do i t .  

A. He was burned down 2 years ago, and 

s ince  then he has not b u i l t  it, but he is going 

t o  now. He s e n t  a man up t o  the  head of  t h e  

r i v e r ,  but t he re  were so many dams and obs t ruc -  

t i o n s  up there  th2t he was disgusted and d i d  

not do anything with i t ,  but s ince  then the dams, 

a p a r t  o f  them, have been removed. 

Q. You take an  o y s t e n n a n  i n  the e a s t  in  

c e r t a i n  p l aces  -- Connecticut and New York  -- a 

man owns the  bot tom on w h i c h  the  oys t e r s  a r e  

planted;  he owns i t  in  f ee  r i m p l e ;  he leaves i t  

t o  h i s  h e i r s ,  and he runs i t  a s  he w o u l d  h i s  

farm and his money is  invested there .  If that  

oys te r  stock g ives  o u t  i t  is his  l o s s ,  and he is  

bound t o  keep i t  up and he does so; he g e t s  seed 

oys te r s  from one place  and another,  and sees  

t h a t  the beds a re  kept clean, 9-.d t akes  the  

oys t e r s  o f f  of t ab l e  s i z e ,  but he alWa;'s leaves 

enoud.1 fo r  seed, and t he re  1s no l i m i t  t o  the 
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exten t  o f  h i s  industry there  under those condi- 

t ions .  I t  is  the  duty of every S ta t e  t o  keep 

i ts  waters c l e a r .  The dam business i s  what 

ruined the e a s t  coast  more than anythinc e l se .  

A. Yes; the saw m i l l s  f i x  t ha t .  You 

w i l l  f ind  Mr. Devlin a v e r y  p l a i n  fellow and a 

man rho can give you a g rea t  dea l  of information 

on the Columbia River also as well  a s  here .  


