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TREASURY DEPARTMENT ““"’“"‘"‘“‘“{

UNITED STATES CUSTOMS SERVICE

SAN FRANCISCO, CAL.
OFFICE OF THE COLLECTOR

ADDRESS ALL COMMUNICATIONS c o /L £ o // 7/_ ;*/

FOR THIS OFFICE TO THE COLLECTOR

November 24, 1914.
Ward T. Bower, Agent in Charge,
Pacific Coast Office, Bureau of Fisheries,
1226 L.C.Smith Building,
Seattle, Wash.
Sir:

In reply to your letter of the 28th instant, you
are advised that the Am. Str. HERMAN cleared frem this
port for a whaling voyage on March 24, 1914, and entered
at this port on November 7, 1914, from Unalasks.

According to an affidavit of the master it appears
that 10,000 pounds of whale bone were taken at sea, and
certain skins etc. were taken in trade with the natives
at Herschel Island; that the vessel proceeded to Unalaska,
where due entry of vessel and cargo was made and coast-
wise clearance for San Francisce granted.

The Am. Bgn. JEANETTE cleared at this port on liay
27, 1914 for Point Barrow, and entered here from same
place on October 3, 1914.

The cargo consisted of various skins, etc., and

2461 pounds of whalebone.
»
Respectfully, Ww
ey

ollectar.
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DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE \
BUREAU OF FISHERIES U

HEMORANDUM REGARDING WHALING
cperations in
1914
in Alaska.

.

dr. Louls Lane czlled zt the office to-day, November 20, 1914,
znd stated that he reachsd seattle on ihs power schoonsr Polar Bear
on October 25. His catch of whales in the Arctic this season con-

gisted of ten bowhsads. The Polar 3¢

w
o

:r was left in the ice through-

out the winter. The vessel was located about twelve wiles west of

the whaling steamer BFLVEDERE. This was near Point Mumplries. Hr

Lane states that the BELVEDERE ceught Iive bowheads, =nd the ITTIIAY
L ————
made & catch of six bovheads. The HEERMAY left San Francisco this
’\/’\,
spring. The BELVEDERE returned to fore pert of Novembar.

17,000 I, b fwva«’{.w Rear



HEMORANDUM RYCHUTHG WHALING
operationg ia
194
in Alaska.

¥r. Louis Lams 3a'lad at the sffice to-day, Hovembsr 20, 1914,
cmd pizic? +3o% ba reachad zestile em the power schooner Pelar Bear,
en Octcher 25,  Fis e-tck of vhales iu the Arctic this sezsor com~
ciz158 of tew bovhesds. The Pelar Bear wes left in ths ive through-
art the winkar. The vssrel was locsted abowt twelwe miles wesi of
the vhelins stermer WRIVEDTE. This wes wear Point HRuphrise. Nr.
Lans ststse thet the PELYPIERE ceught five Lovheads, and the HITMAN

made = cotoh of siz bhowheads. The IDTMAN isfi San FPranclaes this
sprinr.  The BOLUITIRE retwrrad to Seattls ths fore part of Hevember,
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DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE e ;
BUREAU OF FISHERIES
Tovewber 25, 1%14.

MITMORARTINT RIMUATDNTII 7T i PER AT THM ™
UEMORARDUN REGARDING WHALING OPERATICHS Cf

- WA Whie diVile Wi

STEAMER BELVIDERE

Hr. Hitbard of the Hibbard-Stewart Comwpany informed me this
morniang that the RELVIDERE returned to Seatile on lovember 2., A

total of five bowhead whales wers taken, znd 8,000 pounds cf bLons

repressnted the season's product. This is valued at 7

(8]

cents per
pound, cor a total of $6,000. Tooil was taken, *hs blutter from ihe
above namsd whales, a3 wsll as itheir carcasses bsing given to natives

of Alaska for fcod.
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April 17, 1918,

Commiasioner of Navigatien,
Department of Coamerce.

In order that the records of the Buream may be somplete,

information is desired as tc the time and place of the loss of

the whaling veasels Sayhesd and Karluk. An early response will
b8 appreciated.

Commissioner,

vaw}h o L= i34
wafvw,

&edl«q, bt i 29,0014,
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April 17, 181s.

Wessrs, H. Lishes 2 Co.,
Mtrm«, California,
Geantlszan: |
In n‘hr that the !umu's statistical records way be
. somplate, iﬁ!‘tmsﬂon is desired as to ths opsrations in
northern waters of the whalers fersgn and Jeanstis, for whish
vesdels it 1s understood you ars agents, Plesse state dates
of departure fromx 8an Framcisco, alec dates of rsturn to
that port; state the number and sveciss of whalss tzkea and
M ‘the smount of oil and bone realized thersfrom.
i 7 It is poted from the ¥hale an's $hipping List that the
Jeddy Besr arrived at San Francisco in Yovember, 1914, with
17,000 pounds of bone. Amy inlormation regardisg details of
- 'm: wi“ be spprecistsd,
‘ M give sarly attention to thu mattor,

Very truly yours,




J'f cC oPY,
UNITED STATES WHALING COMPANY " ,

Captain Einar Abrahamsen

General Manager s

Whaling Station
Port Armstrong, B. E. Alaska, 16th June 1914,

Dr. E. Lester Jones,
Commissioner U. S. Fisheries,
p.t. PORT ARMSTRONG,=
Dear Sir,
Complying with your request I have pleasure in

statine as follows:

1, WHALE OIL, We are producing the following grades:

No. 0)
{ of blubber
.3

" 2 " bones

" 3)
{ " meat
& " &)

FERTILIZER., Of whale meat and whale bones we are producing- after
the oil has been boiled out- the following grades of fertilizer:
"Cattle Food" of clean mesat
Guano " meat and bone mixed
& Bons Meal " pure bones.-

2, PRICES. The best oil is no. 0 & 1 and the average price for

a barrel of 50 gall. is about:
$ 20,« for the Sperm oil
& " 15.~ " other kind of whales.
For the grades no. 2, 3 and 4 the average price for a brl. is about £ 12.-
The average prices for the fertilizer are as

follows:



U. S. Whaling Co. No. 2, Date 6/16.

Cattle Food about # 40 a ton
& Bone Meal " n20¢" "

All these prices are f.n.h. Seattle.-

3e VALUE OF PLANT, The value of the plant in Port Armstrong is:

Land Station - approximately ﬁ 177,000, =

Inventory " " 57.867.34 B 234.867.34
3 whale boats " 174.563.60

£ 409,430.94,

If you should want any further information I am with pleasure

at your services.-

Respectfully

(Sgd.) Einar Abrahamsen,
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No. 204
Ed. 5-11-14—300,000




Clare tocd r'7// . T

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

WHALING 1914.
Am., Str. Lerman.
6 bowhead whales 1,000 1lbs. whale bone
Ar Bgn. Jeanette
2’461 " n "

Information received from: Custem House

Eibbard Stewart Company
St Belvidere
5 bowhead whales 8,000 1bs whale bone
@ 76¢ per 1b. or £6,000
No oil taken, blubber and careasses being given to natives
for food.

Information received from Mr. Hibbard in personal
interview with Mr. Bower.

Polar Bear( Stemmer )

10 Bowhead whales

Information received from Louis Lame in talk with

Mr. Bower. |
JH

No. 204
Ed. 10-23-14—500.000



ALONG THE WATER FRONT

REW OF GAY HEAD |
HERE FROM NORTH

Shipwrecked Whalers Bring
Story of Loss of the
Famous Bark.

STRUCK ON CASTLE CAPE.

Battered by Howling Gale, Vessel
Runs Into Fog and Is Carried to
Her Doom on Rocky Shore.

Capt. George W. Porter, mastar, and
twenty-elight members of the crew of
the ill-fated American whaling bark
Gay Head, of San Francisco, lost on
Castle Cape reef, Western Alaska, June
27, reached Seattle at 5 o'clock yester-
day afternoon aboard the Alaska
Steamship Company’s liner Mariposa.

“The Gay Head is a total loss,” sald
Capt. Porter soon after he came ashore.
“She is hard and fast on the rocks,
and had commenced to pound to pieces
when we left her. Her rudder was
gone, and she was making water fast
& few minutes after she struck. The
whole bottom is out of the vessel and
she ia-full of water.

Put In at Chignik.

“wWe had put in at Chignik for a
fresh supply of provisiona, and left at

1 p. m, June 26, beating agalnst an
east by northeast wind,” continued
Capt. Porter. “The wind soon  in-

creased to a gale, and I decided to put
in at Anchorage bay, expeoting to re-
sume the voyage under more favorable
weather conditions.

*“We were not only hampered by a
howling gale, but thick fog, and it was
difficult to determine our position. I
saw the shore line ahead, and thought
1 was off Castle Cape, but found to
my surprise that I was in Castle bay,
and in @ dangerous position I tried
to tack the ship against the wind and
beat out to sea, but in a few minutes
we were on the rocks,

Oamped on the Beach.

“The gale was increasing in velocity,
and I saw there was no need of re-
maining with the ship, so we lowered
three port whaleboats and climbed into
them. Reaching shore, we made 2
windbreak out of sails taken from the
Gay Head, and built a big log fire,
camping on the beach for the night.
The next morning we tried to get to
the ship, but the gale was still blow-
ing, and we had to abandon her, leav-
ing the fine old craft to her fate on
the rocks."”

The crew of the Gay Head camped
on the dbeach for two days and finally
made their way to the cannery of the
Northwestern Fisheries Company at
Chignik, where they were picked up on
July 8 by the steamship Dirigo, of the
Alaska Bteamship Company, and taken
to Seward. They boarded the Mariposa
at that port for Seattle.

Capt. Porter Old-Time Whaler,

Thirty-one men from the Gay Head
started south on the Mariposa, but two
members of the crew, F. Dalton and J.
Weber, left the vessel at Kétchikan,
going over the side at night.

Capt. Porter is an old-time whaler
and has followed the sea for forty
vears. He was master of the whaling
steamer Grampus, of the Pacific Steam
Whaling Company, lost at Point Bar-
row in 1901,

“Phe great Arctic ice pack came in
on us, crushing the Grampus and driv-
ing her on the beach,” 'sald Capt. Por-
ter, in describing the loss of the steam-
er. ‘*We had been over eight months
on the cruise when we were wrecked.”

Over Eight Months en Cruise,

The Gay Head left San Francisco on
October 4, 1913, and had been eight
months and twenty-three days on a
whaling cruise -extending from
South Pacific to Alaskan waters when
she met disaster.

From San Francisco she went to the .

Hawaiian islands, to Christmas island,
to Arutungs island, of the Cook group;
to Sunday island, McCauley island and
Savage island.

Leaving the South Pacific, the Gay
Head went direct to Kodiak, and was
bound for Bering sea to hunt Right
whales when she was lost.

Tn the cruise of the South Pacific the
Gay Head's crew obtained sixteen
sperm whales, most of them off the
coast of New Zealand. When the bark
struck on Castle Cape reef she had
9,574 gallons of sperm oil aboard.

The Gay Head was s famous old
craft of 262 net tons, built at Matia-
poiset, Mass, in 1877 by J, Holmes.
She wase owned by L. E. James, of San

the |
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| Twenty-Seven of
| Whaling Bark Gay Head to
| Appeal to United States Dis-
| ftrict Attorney for Help.

in which they "8scaped from the
| wrecked vessel, with hardly enough
money dn the entire crowd to buy a
‘1 square meal, the twenty-seven men of
:the crew of the San Francisco whaling
‘| bark Gay Head, which was lost on
{} the Western Alaska coast in a storm

June 27, announced at noon that they
will appeal to United States Distriet
Attorney Clay Allen in an effort to
compel Capt. George W. Porter, mas-

-

¥

to_their homes in San Francisco.
If they find that they have noomeans
of compelling the master to furnish
them with transportation, they will
agk the district attorney, they an-
to pay them §5 each. /They declare
g;:tmgrrxltdeir the slaipping laws, the $56
4 s now du
thg s 4 e each member of
aptain Porter and  twenty-s n
members of the crew aﬁiveg e
the North yesterday afterneon on the
Alaska Steamship Company’s liner
Mariposa. When the liner docked, the
men were checked off by a customs in-
spex’:’teor and left thhe ship. '
y. assert that they  then  ap-
proached Captain Porter in regard lt)o
transportation back to San Francisco
where they all shipped on the Gay‘
Ig::,gr ;&:{:g)rdéng tt% the men, Captain
'C unde em -
IowIlng lhtaite!:nent: ; e
| “I've finished with you now.
ga.o% tgoltia?q Wast to bring you to Seﬁglé
get any .tra
San Francis¢o.” i eidein Sz v g

i Thinkn Clty Woula Object.
ank - helan, Tom Cartwri i
Charles Harris and Demetrlgrlg'tixit;xt:

| new jobs.
| the law covers their plight, but they

4 centage of the proceeds from the voy-

| and returns without any oil, each man

barrels had been saved up to the time
| ingly,

sky, all whalers, acted as spo
for the crew in telling of theppll'i‘;}slxtngg
which the men now find themselves.
‘We object to being dumped desti-
tute on Seattle,” said Phelan, “and T
i 'f;-"'&'g?eé?‘?kﬁhaf S!ez’:.ttl‘e1 would strong-
o having u

ou{‘hcondltlgn.”b £ us dumped here in

e men doubt if they can compel th
master ‘to return them to San F‘x-a.;l)l(-.is':choe
but they declare there is no doubt as
to the $5 each that they demand.
Whalers work on the share or lay
basis, each man getting a certain per-

age. According to the Gay Head
the law provides that inythe evecrx!‘;_-w;
whaling ship has an unsuccessful cruise

whall receive §5 when he sign

The object of the law, they ags:rt.ogfé
to provide the men with enough money
for a week’s board, so that they will
not become destitute while looking for

The Gay Head crew maintains that

declare that Captain Porter refuses

pay them the $5 beca.uge the vesste(ir
was wrecked. When the Gay Head
smashed into Castle Cape reef, West-
ern Alaska, they say, she had 300
barrels of ofl aboard, of which seventy

of their departure southward. Accord-
they ~assert, they have some
money due them from their interest in
thg‘ h:seven_ty barrtile% i
The men appea first to the Unite

States shipping commissioner’'s o!}ficg
which found it had no jurisdiction. Tt
referred them to the customs depart-

ment. Several of the men visited the

Stranded in Seattle in the clothes.

ter of the Gay Head, to return them .

Lwere

| ing, but
the e
: f*totnevimre!m

?,:lzsny &umha'aed;the Wil ot the ghi
| boats for $556.. T

AL | comter 18 ihe engy oes,
e hor CaTio wére insured. Both ship and
G carpgo. -the men &gy, were ‘Pully "Gpy. i

Several weeks prior to the wreck,
\one of the haix;k"tp’whaliggfl‘:ga&} was
smas 0 pieces |
‘whale. J. P etline o
i&“«;;he boat, was so ‘badl

Sea when wrecked. She left Sa
g:(éoe ;ntadcru&e igst' October that ex-
rom .the Sout 1
.IAlaska. ‘ a \ outhern Pacific to
fog are held  responsible by ;
Porter for the loss of the vels,segl,:."”mm

——

ports that aside

- of oil, all-

d the Columbia rﬁivn'r P::M
e cargo for $60 and

1

th ship and
by insurance, .

was |
e tail of a |
‘W. Wallace, one of tm‘°m§ ¢

laid up for five wi : ifi}twed .lae- i
e Gay Head was bound for Bering

A hewling gale and a thick

customs offices in the Federal Build-

L T S

o

w

him  during
Alaska waters, most of the time as

/0/,/'*’/
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PORTATIC

DIRIGD PICKS UP THE
CREW OF GAY HEAD

Wha'ling Bark Went to Bottom Five
Minutes After She Struck—Men
Are Landed at Seward.

By Cable to the Assoclated Press.

SEWARD, Alaska, July 9. — The
steamship Dirigo, of the Alaska Steam;
ship Company, arrived from the Alaska
peninsula today with thirty-one mem-

bers of the shipwrecked Américan

(:'::ling bark Gay Head, of San Fran-
‘18Co, which was lost at Ca !
ducrlng a gale on the night of ?Itd;ec;fe
Ph{;giti: (::h W. Taylor said that he left
£b1 e night before, but was un-
€ to make headway. The Gay Head
z}r\;(;k about 200 feet inside the end
boafse c’i"ahp& All hands took to the
ke o e bark went under in five
nutes, The loss is estimated at $44,-
000 on the wvessel and cargo of 9,500
ga%l},ons of whale oil. :
e crew took refuge in the lee ¢
'the wreck wuntil the gale had rmen{;"
ts. fury and then sailéd to Chignik, |
w};‘:r;t “']rey lwere picked up. A
capt. Taylor commanded
Grampus when she was lnstﬂllrex g]l;a;ce: |
ol’fjé;:_:in(tj Burrow in 1901, t
2 . C. B, McMullen, of
8ays the crew of the Gay Ht:aed ]t);;ikgec;
400 shipwrecked men picked up by
five years in Western

commander of the Dora.

JTAST on the rocks of Castle Cape,
‘Western Aiaska, the San Francisco
whaling bark Gay Head, which sailed

‘to destruction in a howling gale on the
‘coast, was rapidly

oing to pieces

when Capt. George W. Porter .and his

‘erew left the scene of the wreck at the
\end of June.
that fog accomuanied the gale and that.

Captain Porter reports
the ?vgqul“piled upon the rocks when

l}:e was tacking to get out of Castle
tay e

The Gay Head was built in 1877 at
Mattapoivet, Muss., and was one of the
famous old barks of the Pacific. She
was of 252 net tons.

Captain Forter and twenty-seven of
his whalers arrived in Seattle Wednes-
day. The men saved nothin in 'the
wreck and landed here destitute.

The picture shown above was made
by the wite of an Alaska trader living
near the scene of the wreck, and was
brought to this port by a member of
the crew of the ill-fated bark. 1In the
lower right hand corner of the picture
iz shown the bow of one of the bark's
boats carrying members of the crew
afterlthey had deserted the doomed
vessel,

e
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" Established in Alaska.

WASHINGTON, Thursday, July 16—
made in the

‘Senate today on a bill by Senator Nel-

A favorable report was

son limiting the location of

whallnﬁ
stations in Alaska so that they ;}3& .
£ : ile
bill was introduced on the
Dwinnel, who, with
is interested in
has just
under the mame of
the Pacific Sea Products Company with

h_‘not pe less than seventy-five
£ o The

‘request of W. 8.
other Minneapolis men,
a whaling company, which

been reorganized
i a ecapital of §700,000.

s report of the department of com-
inz‘:’c: ssp;s tge‘ legislation is desirable,
the supply of

in order to conserve
whales. :

 Number of Plants That Can Be

an exceptionally
Arctic, according to

who arrived here ab

Senator, of the
ship Company,

bound for Nome,

eight whales.
the

.

th
Ped

| Seattle Boat Arrives
Station on August 26  With
Catch of Eight Whales.

The Seattle schooner

gwned by Capt. Loul
g00

s Lane,
d season in the
W. C. Allis, engi-
neer of the wrecked schooner Elvira,
oard the steamship
Pacific Coast Steam-
vesterday.

On the morning of August 26, just
wefore the schooner King and Winge,
left Barrow station,
the Polar Bear arrived from the east. |

Capt. Lane reported having
The last time he spoke

Herma: that vessel
whales. S - 1014,
l

Aft-é}‘u.x;.va
€ steam whaler Herman, Ca

i o A i 4
: ﬁerson, arrived this afternoon, com-
Pleting a successful Arctic cruise. e

season’s catch a
. Whkles: amounted to half a dozen

the tradi

I
'SCHOONER POLAR BEAR
! HAVING GOOD SEASON.

at Barrow

Polar Bear,
is having

taken

had five

e e T —

bsence of several months,

The |

and the vessel brought from

the Pacific coast for the purpose of

P' AS TO ;:jLE MEA ."”4.

With Reference to a Too-Little-Re-
membered New England Writer.

From the Boston Hgfald.
A company has been organized on

furnishing the markets with “whale
beef.” A glowing prospecftus shows
what a desirable addition this. meat
will be to the daily “menu.” “Saillors
on whaling vessels have eaten. this
beef for many years and relished it,
finding it both palatable and nourish-
ing.” It is estimated that an average
whale with about twenty tons of beef
on its bones will make nearly 40,000
one-pound cans of beef, Omne can will
provide a meal for “about three per-
sons.” That is, for two and three-
fourths or three and an eighth. A/ sim-
ple arithmetical process shows that
one wheale of this size will furnish
120,000 meals. /

Whelers have not only eaten whale
meat, but they have told what they
thought of it in writing. Stubbs, a
Cape Cod man, the second mate in Her-
man Melville’s “Moby Dick,” the great
epic of ihe sea, has his own theories
about the proper cooking of a whale
steak, He roared at Fleece, the cook:
“¥old the steak in one hand and show
a live coal to it with the other; that
done, dish it”’ -And Stubbs. insisted
that whale steak to be goed must be
tough. :

That the Eskimos relish whale meat
is known te all. - There is a story that
the tongue of the right whale was es-
' teemed a great delicacy in-France over
three centuries ago and commanded a
high price. But Melville, who knew
weil whereof he spoke, said as a
whaler that only the most unpreju-
diced of men in hisiday ‘partook of
cooked whale. “When you come to sit
down before a meat pie nearly 100 feet
long, it takes away your appetite.”
Furtlermore, the whale, as a civilized
dish, is too fat to be delicately good.
His humps, like that of the buffalo or
the foot of the elephant, would be good
eating if 1t were not solid: with fat.
The brains of a small sperm whale
were acceptable to some. The two
lobes, looking like puddings, were
mixed with flour, and the flavor was
something like calf’s head.

One objection mentioned by Melville
may strike the gourmet of today as
fantastical. Melville sailed the seas
and wrote his romance before the days
of kerosene. He wrote when sperm
oil was used in many households and
there were lamps, some wound up in-
geniously with a key. Stubbs ate his
steak, lighted by two lanterns of
sperm oil, but how could he or any

& murdered thing by its own light, and
thus add insult to injury?

Some might say that to reduce a
whale to canned meat is a still greatef
insult. Porpoise made into small bails,
well seasoned, has been counted a deli-
cacy on each side of the Atlantie, and
a cook of Henry VIIL's time was re-
warded for inventing a sauce to be
eaten with barbecued porpoise; but a
porpoise is & sperm whale in minia-
ture. Canning is not so derogatory to

The Gay Head sailed from San Fran-

skins,

ng stations a cargo of valuable
I

cisco October 4, 1913,
i

g Sl TR

jandsman endcure the thought of eating |

his dignity.
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