
7hen the f l s h i q  seasox o f  1917 o"ene&,it was fowrir tnat  seven 

cm-iw; companies had made preparations t o  take scIlrnon *om the 

Coper ?Aver. 

crc'ase i n  the m.ovat o f  fishin: gear employed, all of vliich gzve 

promise of intensive and ,mrhaps exihaustive fishing of those waters. 

The ac t iv i t i e s  i n  this loczl i ty  in  1916 were s u f f i c i a t  t o  cause s m e  

aprehension that serious inroads into the continuing supply of salmon 

might be made, "&us a r e a t e n i x  tne existence of a valuable fishery. 

Specid in ip i r i e s  nerc therefore rade in order t o  ascertnin the facts 

and real  confiitims of the fisher:? that out of the immledge thus 

obtainoci the needs of thz salmon of t l ie  region m i @ t  be learned, and 

measures ado2teci t o  brinz abotlt t he i r  greater protectiorr. Accordirglp 

Kr. Jm.es ii. Lyman, ass is ta t  egent i n  t i le Alaska Service, s_nent 

much of the sm~zer of' 191'7 on the Copper River in  observing the effect  

of increased operations upon the escapement of  salmon mci exain ing  

It ~ 7 s  also learned that  there wuld  be a large in= 

severel of tne spasmin3 poiuicis. Dr. Charles E.. Gilbert of Leland 

Etmford University, California, also marie valuable observations i n  

respect t o  t i m  exhaustion o f  ' ~ 7 ~ s  fis?ery. 
r ,  

?5 8 -z4.A(J5: 
AS a resul t  of' i%k 7?roric, couFled with tfiat o f  Xr. &p.an, condi- 

tions Fer9 bro-.i_%t t o  1i;ht which, in  the judgment of all interested 

par t ies ,  required c ~ e f u l  m u  serious consideration if the permanencp 

of t h e  fishery wen? t o  be rmintained. That the Copper River was 

over fishefi m admitted b -  all. 

It R-SE s h m  tint approxbately 609000 fathom of g i l l  nets were 

used i n  t % e  Co:pr Rtver fisl~exy i n  1917, as cmpmedwith approxi- 

mately 30,@'C fathom in  1?16. '-?.re Srea tw  -cart of this gear vm3 
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