HALIBUT FISHERY.

The halibut fishery of Alaska comes next to the salmon fishery
in productiop and value of product. It comprises seven fishing
grounds, which from east to west are as follows: Noyes Island, Coro-
nation Island, Cape Spencer, Yakutat, Yakataga, Cape Cleare, and
Portlock Banks. All of these localities are visited by the larger
vessels of the halibut fleet, the Yakutat grounds and Portlock Banks
producing the bulk of the catch delivered at Puget Sound and British
Columbia ports. The smaller vessels frequent the inshore grounds of
southeast Alaska, and deliver their catches principally to Alaskan
ports, although the larger of these frequently go %0 Prince Rupert
vhere a better price is obtained for their fish., Any boat that makes
a catch of 10,000 pounds or more found it advantageous to make delivery
at the Canadian Port rather than at Petersburg or Ketchikan, nd only
because they received a better price but rather for the reason that
boats could be discharged immediately and reoutfit for another fish-
ing trip without the loss of time which invariably resulted when de-
livery was made at Alaskan ports, particularly Petersburg. Fishermen
had a just grievance against certain fish companies, Frequently the
fishermen who exercised the most care in packing and icing their
catch on @e fishing grounds, were forced to accept a 1.ower price for
it, or sumit to an unnecessary delay in discharging with the atten-
dant risk of some loss of fishe Other boats whose catch was handled
with less care, were allowed to discharge in a shortitime after
reaching port, apparently for the reason that they obtained their
ice from the fish companies. This unreasonable disérimination was

in itself enowgh to divert considerable business to Prince Ruvert.
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The total catch of halibut on the Pacific coast was approximately
60,000,000 pounds, of which probably 30,000,000 pounds were taken
from the grounds contiguous to the coast of Alaskae Available sta-
tistics showyhowever, that only a little more than 13,00 ,000 pounds

m credited to Alaska. Undoubtedly a large part of the halibut
delivéred at Prince Rupert a also taken on these grounds, so that
the estimate as above given is substantially correcte.

Those chiefly engeged in the halibut industry in Alasks in
1917, were the Alaska Coast Fish Co., at Douglas; Booth Fisheries
Co., at Sitkas Columbia & Northerm Fishing & Packing Co., at Wrangell;
Glacier Fish Co., at Petersburg amd at Scow Bay where the barge Glory
of the Seas was used as a floating cold-storage plant; Juneau Cold
Storage Co., and National Independent Fisheries (o., at Juneau; Taku
G'a"nning & Cold Storage Co., at Taku Ha.rbor;.New England Fish Cbe, and
Weshington Fish & Oyster Co., at Ketchiken; emd the San Juan Fishing
& Packing Coes INnc., at Sewards Buyers for the Ripley Fish Coe,
were located at Petersburg and Ketchikan.

The Wew England Fish Co. suffered the loss of the steamer lian~
hatten off Cape Spencer during a severe storm on November 15, 1917,
This vessel (134 tons net) wa: valued at §125,000, The loss of life
in the halibut industry is not definitely knowne. The only reported

loss wa: that of ome fisherman who was accidently killede

STATISTICAL SUMEIARY.
The investment in the halibut industry in Alaska was $2,200,987
in 1917, as compared with §2,149,511 in 1916, an increase of $51,676s
The number of persons employed in this fishery declined from 1,116 in

1916 to 909 in 1917, the difference having been absorbed by the salmon
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industry and credited to it. The halibut fisheries produced a total
of 13,153,411 pounds, valued at $1,120,226, This is an increase of
1,657,854 pounds over the production in 1916. 1In a comparison of
the selling price of halibut by independent fishing vessels at the
ports of Seattle, Prince Rupert, and Ketchiksmn, it appears that the
average price per pound received by the fishermen throughout the
year was 9% cents at Ketchikam, 12% cents a.t Prince Rupert, and 15%
cents at Seattle. The average price at Petersbnrg’vms p;:obably not
higher than 7& or 8 cents per pounde The Ketchikan figures are based
on prices paid in January, February, liarch, June, August, and Septem-
ber. Quotations for the other months are not reported, but it is
improbeble that the general average would be materially changed by
their inclusion. Prices for the months named ranged from 12+ cents
in February to 7 cents in liarch.
Prices for Prince Rupert are for the entire year and are 33 1/5
per cent higher thamn at the Alaskan porte. The highest price was
185 cents per pound in October, and the lowest 7 cents in larch,
Seattle prices average 66 2/3 per cent higher than those at Ketch-
ikan, Halibut sold in ligy at 8 cents per pound and in September at

30 centse



INVESTMENT IN THE ATASKA HALIBUT FISHERIES

-IN 1917,

Items +Number, Value. Items. Humber., Valqe.
Fishing vessels: Dories & SCOWSeeseseses 299 $18,800
Steomer and gas. 136 |$954,090 Fishing aparatuUSeccceccheccccse 57,105
Tonnage..... 2’536 beesssses Shore and fixed property.......o 265,100
S&ilingo......... 1 153,000

Tommag€essse 29247 Bececenes
LauncheSeeecesces 3 . 24892
outfit..'l.......ﬁﬁ....’Q 750’000

Total.o......l

s 08000 0 2’200,987

PERSONS ENGAGED IN THE ALASKs HALIBUT FISHERIES IN 1917,

— ]

Races. Number.
whites.l...'.'..'.0.'.-....0....'0...........'..Ol...‘........0...0.....0.. 899
Natives..............'..................O....'li.'.Q..‘.O.'..l....l..'.".. 10

Total.....o......oo...c..-lo..oo-o

"eee e q 909

PRODUCT OF THE ALASKA HALIBUT FISHERY IN 1917.

e s -

—— -

Productse

Pounds.

.
R

Values,

Halibut:
Fresh (including 10881 )sconpnistisvinnsesnastossssssiosse

Frozen‘.....'...........Q....O....Q.'C'.I....O'..00'....

Totalecssssnsessscsscccscs

7,038,283
6,115,128

$605,205
515,021

13,153,411

1,120,226




HALIBUT FICHERYe

The halibut fishery of Alaska comes next to the salmon fishery
in productich amd valune of product, It comprises sevem fishing
growmds, vhich from east t0 west are as follows: Noyes Island, Coroe
mation Islamd, Cape Spemcer, Yokutat, Yakataga, Cape Cleare, and
Portlock Bankse All of these localities are visited by the larger
vessels of the baelibut fleet, the Yakmtat grounds and Portlock Banks
producing the bulk of the catch delivered at Puget Sound and British
Colwibia ports. The smaller vessels frecquemt the inshore grounds of
southeast Alaska, and deliver their catches principally to Alaskan
portes, although the larger of these frequently go to Prince Rupert
vihere a better price is obtained for theiyr fish, Any boat that makes
a cateh of 10,000 pounds or more found it advantageous to make delivery
at the Canadian Port rather than at Petersburg or Ketchikan, nd omly
because they received a better price bui rather for the reasomn that
boats could be discharged immediately amd reoutfit for amother fishe
ing trip without the loss of time which imvariably resulted whenm de-
livery was made at Alaskan ports, particularly Petersburg. Fishermen
had 2 just grievance against certain fish ecompanies., Frequently the
fisheymen who exercised the most care in packing and icing their
catgh on the fishing frounds, were forced to accept = lower price for
it, or sulmit to an wmecessary delay in discharging with the atten~
dant risk of some loss of fish, Other boats whose catch was handled
with less care, were allowed to discharge in o shorf time after
reaching port, apparemtly for the reason that they obtained their
ice from the fish companies, This umreasonable diserimination was
in itself emough %o divert considerable business to Prince Rupert.



2e

The total cateh of halibut on the Pacific coast was approximately
60,000 ,000 pounds, of which probably 50,000,000 pounds were taken
from the grounds contiguous to the coast of Alaska, Available sta-
tistics showjhowever, that only a little more tham 13,00 000 pounds
were credited to Alaska, mwyammmtmwm
delivered at Prince Rupert are also taken on these gyounds, so that
the estimate as above givem is substamtislly correcte = .

Those chiefly emgaged in the halibut imdustry i» Alaska in
1917, were the Alaska Coast Fish Co., at Douglasg Booth Fisheries
Co.y at Sitka; Columbia & Nerthern Fishing & Packing Cos., at Wrangell;
Glacier Fish Co., at Petersburg and at Scow Bay where the barge Glory
of the Segs wes used as a floating coldw-storage plant; Juneau Cold
.Bw Coey @mnd National Independent Fisheries Coe., at Junsaus Taku
Caxming & Cold Storage Co., at Talm Harbor; New England Fish Co., and
Washington Fish & Oyster Coe, at Ketchikan; snd the San Juan Fishing
& Packing Coes Inc., at Seward., Buyers for the Ripley Fish Co.,
were located at Petersburg and Ketchikam.

The New England Fish Co. suffered the loss of the steamer lam-
hattan off Cape Spemcer during a severe stomm on November 15, 1917,
This vessel (134 tons nmet) wa: valued at §125,000, The loss of life
in the halivut industry is mot definitely kmowm, The omly reported
loss wa: that of ome fishexman who was accidently killed,

STATISTICAL SUMMARY.

The imvestment in the halibut industyy in Alaska was §$2,200,987
in 1917, as compared with §2,149,511 in 1916, an increase of §EL,6%6.
The mumber of persons employed in this fishery declined fyom 1,118 in
1916 to 909 in 1917, the differemce having been absorbed hy the salmon



industry ond crodited to ite The halibut fisheries produced a total
of 18,1584411 powmds, valued at $1,120,226, This is an increase of
1,657,854 pounds over the production in 1916 In 2 cemparison of
the sellinmg price of halibuf by independent fishing vessels at the
ports of Seattle, Prince Rupert, and Ketchikm, it appears that the
aversge price per pound received by the fishemmen throughout the
year was 95 cents at Ketchikem, 12} cemts at Prince Rupert, and 15%
cents at Seattie. The zverage price at Petersburg was probably mot
krigher than 75 or 8 cemts per pound, The Ketchikam figures are based
on prices peid in Janvary, February, lisrch, June, Aungust, a:d Septem=—
beres Quotations for the other months are mot reported, but it is
improbable that the gemeral average would be materially chenged by
their imclusione Prices for the months named ranged from 127 certs
in February to 7 cemts in larch,
Prices for Prince Rupert are for the entire year and are 33 1/3
per e@t bigher tham at thco Alasksn ports The highest price was
187 cents per poumd in October, and the lowest 7 cemts in larch,
Seattle prices average 66 2/3 per cemt higher than those at Ketch=
iksmn, Halibut sold in Jay at B cemts per pound and in September at

30 cents.



INVESTMENT IN {HE ALASKA HALIBU? FISHERIES.IN 1917,

Items

L liumboere

. Value,

Itans,. .

Rmb’r. -

Value,

Fishing vessels:
Steamer amd Babe
Tomnagse.cse
Ba.iling.....u...
Tommeseeecee
ILouncheSesesensee

Oﬂ.mt000¢oooou00-1

136
24536
1
24247
3

vesesse

$954.,090
peesssssse
153,000
feessnsnae

25892
750 4000

Dories & SCOWSseessses

299

Pilhing ‘p”lmoc-oqoﬂwqgotnq
Shoyre and fixed propertyiececces

htd.’......'

$18,800
57,105
265,100

-

pesc-oenee

p 2,200,987

PERCONE ENGAGED IN THE ALASKA HALIBUT FISHERIES IN 1917,

Races.
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Potnlecsecessnesnsssnssssscocsnanscc-one 0Q1

899
10

909

FPRODUCT

OF THE ALASKA H:LIBUT FISHERY IN 1917.

Products.

Halibut:

Fresh {mmj.ng 106&1’.-.c.oo.an.-oo.¢o-ocooo.-o‘.cno“

PO Bl e0r0000000000.0080000000000800080000s0aattassstods

Totalesesssonssessnsssnsee

515,021

1,120,226
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