HALIBUT FISHERY.

For many years the halibut fishery has been second in importance to
the salmon industry. In 1818, however, the great activity in the herring
finhery placod it next in importance to the salmon, thusp@ the hali-
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but iﬂMf—-thM. A great increase occurred in the RxkXbkmk
herring industry, while the halibut fishery showed but a slight increase.

%Tha total catch of halibut from Pacific waters in 1918 was considerably
less than that of the previcus year, due chiefly to withdrawals of men
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and m%’-hmm on account of the war. There is a slight increase, how-
ever in the figures compiled by the Bureau in respect to the yield of
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halibut from the Alaskan banks. There_are greft difficultiel in ucuring
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>absadidelyraccurete statistical information as to the ‘source cn'. catchn
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Mmccuuy to make certain estimates in

respect to investment and produce

tion\ credited to Alaska. It is believed, however, that the figures are

80 nearly correct as to be acceptable for all practical purposes.
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&@mlmorauon givengt"?”nm ons of t.he ”Csnldinn-mrican

Fishery Conference. Details in respect tv—oﬂ-rmﬂor appear elsewhere

in this report.



HALIBUT FISHERY.

the value of its products, the halibut fishery of Alaska in 1913,
il
us years, was second only to the salmon fishery, yer7

roduction ?
o ;

as in pre

This may have besn due to the

was below that™f 1917. ct that fewer

fishing, or it may be thst

boats were enggged supply of halibut is

ie, however, for imﬁlfficiant'

being depletec. Some MNlowance should be

‘statistical information regddRging the co made on the Alaskan Gomen banks

as the Tishing vessels malde deli not only to Alaskan ports , but alsc

to those of British Columd ound. The difficulty in securing

the halibut fishe f Alaska can not be overcoma,

accurate asta respect

| so-that the figyr€s submitted in cennection with ¢ inaustry are largely

an estimate Doth as respects investment and production.

Statistical sunuwary.

Tae halibut inqustry in Alasks saows an invest.ent of $2,607,792 in
I il
1218 as cw,av'ec{ with 32, 200,987,/\&1 increase ‘of 3406, 805, woich sdount is
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)?\tha ennanced valug of all vessels iaeﬁenmar con-

ditions. The number of persons employed was 1,136, an increase of 277 ava#{
the number reported in 1917. The ;rogucts of tuese [isharies equalled
18.569 706 1, b ‘eg
2,785,385 pounds of halibut, viued at Sdyideesins
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‘W;mmﬁs 3 the production of 1917,
cresse $98:397. 5%7, 6o

The principal cperators in the halibut m&mtq wcro th- Bgoth F;m..: -
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Whiz Fish Co., at Ketchikan; and the San Jua

Petersburg, and Wrangell;

Fisning & Packing Co., at Seward.

INVESTMENT IN THE ALASEA HALIBUT FISHERIES INW 1018
J s - o
Items. l:;?? Ved ue . Items. I’Ser. Value
Fisning vessels: . Dories anc scows . 264 16,850
Steamer ana ges. . . . 118 $1,536,100 Fishing apoaratus 44 510
Tonnage. . . + . . 2270 Shore and fixea
famtnes .. o o I 4,300 PTORErty « « . . 292,132
RN 700, 000
Total . v $2,607,792

PERSONS ENGAGED IN THE ALASKA HALIBUT FISHERIES IN 1018
Races. Number
Baktes . . Ly 1123
ERLE®BE o Ll sl e s e s e e R e s 3
Total . . . 1186
PRODUCTS OF THE ALASKA HALIBUT FISHERY IN 1913
Value.
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Preducts.
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INTRODUCTION.

The work of the Bureau of Fisheries in Alaska falls under certain
main heads, which may be stated iwmths=orier-of-thefr-—imporisnce as
follows: Enforcement of the laws and regulations for the protection of
the fisheries and fur-bearing animals; administration of the Pribilof
Islands Reservation, and matters incidental thereto; the collection of
statistics and the dissemination of information regarding the fisheries;
the making of certain scientific investigattons, chiefly in regard to
the life history of the salmon and in connection with the fureseal head;
and the conduct of fish-cultural operationms.

The work of the Alaska Service in regard to the fisheries and fur-

fzw hoson b slid o crrard i ad by sanmns B
bearing animals comeiste—cniefiyof the enforcement of the laws and regu-

lations. -A-RUEbDET=

Patrol of the fishing districts was
mcfg{:,.{wg wll pee feits g A .
extended byl\ the employment of a number of men temporarily as stream watch-

men in the central and southeastern sections,

Ao
=

charterdd Tor-emeré—periads, The census of red salmon ascending Wood

River was again taken, and the private hatcheries were inspected. Work

was continued in the opening up of streams for the spé,wning of salmon.
Three formal hearings weres held at Seattlé in regard to fiahery op=-

erations in the streams of southeastern Alaska, in the Copper River, and

in the Yukon River, and as a result formsl orders were issued imposing
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restrictions on operations. Detailed statistic-/\covoring practically

q
all features of—impertance PErtEtmime-—40 the varied fisheries industries
Ottatee ' atet ibleg Qepilid

of the Territory, -nh the (himnts of furs/tmiimmﬁ'.

The work in connection with the Pribilof Islands expanded greatly



in 1918 with the resumption of commercial killing of seals. A number of
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natives were secured from Unalaska to n‘ii;t in the work, and temp8rary
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assistants wers employed for sealing operations and general construction
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and repair work on the islands. Nccolsarv transportation of supplies and N
B Tratdls wﬂj Otv Carrpriadent aadielan s
products was furnished by thzﬁstlamar Roosevq&ﬁJ ¢ TFur-seal skins and fox
skins were taken and preserved as usual. A by-products plant was erected
on St. Paul Island for the conversion of seal carcasses into oil and fer-
tilizer. Cold storage facilities were planned, and the general adminis=-
tration of the natived affairs was carried on. A census of the fur-seal
herd was taken as herstofore. Two sales of fur-seal skins and one of
fox skins were held during the year at St. Louis, Mo.
(U Wrinodgonr 3 G ads A vabuado auld

A}h the preparation of this report was=séwdn by Assistant
Agent E. M. Ball, who compiled the statistics of the fisheries and prepared
much of the accompanying text. Dr. G. Dallas Hanna assisted in the prep-

aration of items regarding the Pribilef Islands.




Viclations of Regt;htions and Seizures of Furs.

More active efforts were made in the current calendar year to pre-

s

vent violations 3~f the regulations and to&,pmuh Adequutoy_mh-ww
e VAl "‘W it

M&mé}v The peapil depletion of the once-plentiful supply of fure

bearing animels has arvused residents of Alaska to a realization of the

necesgity for proper protection of this natural rescurce;amixxasxiie

in usually

&x& ccnsequence of which excellent cooperation is given in-aimeoet-every-

-eawes in securing information for prosecutions.
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them, communicate with them in the most appropriate way.
An extract of the part of these instructions regarding
your trip on the Vicksburg will be placed in the hands of
Messrs Ball and Baker for their information and guidance.

"Promptly on the first and fifteenth of each month
you will prepare semi-monthly reports of detailed nsture.
For the period whiles you are in their respective districts
you will furnish Messrs. Ball and Baker with copies of
your semie-monthly reports, It may be stated that N¥r. Ball's
district extends from Controller Bay on the east to Ikatan
Bay on the west, both inclusive; Mr. Baker's district in-
cludes the Aleutian Islands, the north side of the Alaskan
Peninsula frow Unimak Pass to and including Bristol Bay,
and Ruskokwim Bay." ;

o Ll | Wared /3 ng Moy arih, Wz, -
Copies of ihe 1ncloaurds with Mr. Scudder's instructions are at-
tached hersto for your information.

Commissioner.

3 inclosures.



On February 18, 1918, Samuel Gowen, special fur warden of the Puresu

seized from Tke Koslosky, menager of the Northwestern Fur Ce., at

Anchorage, Alaska, 96 beaver skins, 41 unprime pink skins and 1 unprime
land otter skin. Koslosky was fined T100 and costs, amounting to $30,
in the United States conmissioner's court for having the skins in his
possession. The skine were forwarded to Tacome for sale for the account

of the Government.

On February 6, 1918, the Collector of customs at Sén }'ranéiaco
forwarded to the Bureau 4 bﬂﬁfse;lsnm which were eeized at that port )

‘. in 1914. ¥o claim or epplication for their return was made by the owner -
sury for the for-

end instructions were given by the Secretary of the Trea

warding of the skine to the Department of Cormerce.

In January, 1918, the Bureau seized at Seattle, Wash., 47 unprime
red fox skins and 3 unprime copss fox skins from a shipment by 0. K.
Quean of Unalaska, Alaska. About the same time the master of the
fisheries steamer Roosevelt seized from a seeman sboard the vessel 5 ‘\ v
unprime fox skins which had been secured at Unalaska on the last voyage

of that vessel. These skine will be sold at Seattle for the benefit

L £ atdsnghoma

stationed i

i 2 A n-western Alaska, reported
» 1918, he seized one unprime €poss

&  Warden Shirley A Bakery
»

fox skin from John

q

from Tom Tcnnibun at Dillingham.

He also confiscated 5 bottles of

strychnine wh
ich were in the Possession of Tennigen



. ! Larson reported that on May 4, 1918, D. O. Banville was convicted \/

in the United States Commissioner's court at Franklin of having purchased
end XXxsgaxiyxxx shipped a marten skin tllegally taken by an Indian.

He was fined %20 and paid costs amounting to $2.75.
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On June 19, 1918, Game Warden R. E. Steel reported from Fagle, Aleska,

that acting under information from the deputy United States marshal et

Fort Yukon, ke had found and taken possession of 21 marten skine which had

¥ , R i"i{{xv Jargs 9 v dood L
been mailed at Fort Yukon, addressed to a New York Tirmuu Fxx ey

.
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On July 17, 1918, Warden C. F. Townsend reported from Ruby A&Jthat
& United States marshal had turned over to him 10 beaver skins seized

~§

from a trader from Sesttle, vri sleso ey KB oot i ,

On August 5, 1918, Assistant Agenj; Christoffers cooperated with
customs inspectors at Saattle in the examination of furs transported by
3 mink skins ;;;sigxxed by L. K. Goodmanson of Bethel Alaska, to Louis
Levy, San Francisco; 4 mink skins, consigned by Oscar Samuelson., Bethel,
Alaska, to Seattle Fur Sales Agency, Seattio; 6 mink, consigned by J. A.
Dull of Bethel, Alaska, to West Coast Grocery Co., Tacoma, wash; 21 \
mink skins consigned from Apokak, Alaska, to the Kuskokwim Fishing &
Transportation Cé., Sut.tlﬁe;. 1 weasel and 7‘;nin.k skine consigned by

c. F. C&'hon of Bethel, Alasks, to B. B. Green for Horney~ Williamson

ComPany, New York City;

' Russian Mission :
Warden C. F. Townsend report from } Meeka, on August 28 20

the seizure from August Melzer, e trader, of 3 beaver, 3 lynz, and 1 mink.
The beaver were concealed in the 1 though

ynx skins, and the latter al
Were accordingly confiscated also. The tk;m were forwarded to Sactf;:.
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in the sum of $22.05.

10
A. Martin at Anchorage, seized

F.
On November 21 Special Warden
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Assistant Agent Christofferayreported on Novembeg' 22 the seizure of

at Seattle of the following furs: From shipment H Capt. Louis Kmaflich

1 y ) from Seward, Alaska, to the Kuskokwim Fishing & Transportation Co. at

Seattle, 6 unprime wea,sel skins; from shipment by August Melzer at Nome

to himself at Seattle, 6 unprime mink skins.

,’{ S Assistant Agent, H. J. Churistoffers confiscated from E. Reseboon

of Bellingham, Wash., 9 fur seal skine which had been purchased from

ngtivn in the Bristol Bay distriet in 1817,

j The Solicitor of the De-
: ps;rtment ruled that these skins
! \

L

could not be emkxami properly authonticated
as having been lawfully ta.hn and must e sold

w‘»‘»ﬁ/\ """*{.
tificates would ddvem be issued te show

thut burchasers were lawfully entitled to their possession,

at public auction for the
account of the govermment. 4u Cer

!I : , Warden C. F. Townsend, of Fairbanks, reported that he investigated
!,

"‘ } . the rumers as to a BEX case of Poisoning at Shageluk in the fall of

i | 1917, but obtained no definite Rxkxx inforngtion.



on complaint of warden Shirley A. Naker
On March 4, 1918, Nicholai Mudock was arrested/for having killed

two sea otters off Sutwik Island, on the Pacific Side of the Alaska
Peninsula, between April 18 and 25, 1917. The case was tried at Naknek
on March 13; Mudkck pleaded guilty amd was sentended to three months in
Jail. A heavier penalty was not imposed on account of the defendant's
precarious physical condition. Mudock claimed to have scld one of the
skins to William Rutchow, a fur trader at Cold Bay. Careful sefarch
failed to locate the skin in Rutchow's possession. Warden Baker com=
plained to the marshal at Kodisk that Rutchow was selling whisky and
making seditious remarks. He was subsequently fined $600 and costs for

these two offenses.

T ———————



Sales of seized skins.

(& 2 WAYTTY BE
Ixx During the calendar year 1918, zmkxzsd the following ee&;uﬂ“
,;kinn were sold at public auction: 41 mink, 96 beavef, 1 lend otter, 51
: i
red fox, 4 cross fox, 2 sea otters, and/fur-seal skins. '~ The gross

' é«r g 990
amount received was $$37494-r88' Expsxxs Commission and other expenses

umountod to $115.02, leaving & balance of $2,454.88 to be turned into

" 4 £ £
Carnan P L N (Y.

the United States Treasury.
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Reading of letters, reports and telegrams; dictating, initieling and

signing of letters and telegrams to persons both in and out of the service.
i

General administrative duties of Alzska Service, including (q\ planning
of field work; (b) preparation of instructions to field employees; (c) ex-
arination of end action in respect to reports from field employees; (d)
consideration as to action in regard to prosecutions for violatjons of fish-
eries and fur-bearing animal laws and regulations, including sales of con- .
fiscated property; (e) supervisory work regarding movéments of Bureau's
supply ship and three patrol ve%bels in Alaskan waters; (f) agtion in re-
spect to comstruction and repaiye of veseels for Alaska, and, (g) conferences
with officials of various other/ govermment bureasus in Washiqgton, including
Navy Dept. re vessels in Alaska service gnd transportation of supplies;
Coast and Teodetic Survey re eitablishm t of markers at strean mouths,
Biclogical Survey re fur-bearing enimal regulations, Bureau of Chemistry re
examination of siezed sanples of salmon. ;

Writing reports, chiefly;for publicktion. This includes annual pub=-
licetion entitled "Alaska Fisheries and Industries," and articles for
monthly Service Bulletin of the Bureau; preparation of material for annual
report of Commissicner; and ﬁreparation if monthly repo't of Alaska service.

Conferences with Conmdssioner end oﬁhera in Bureau regarding conduct
of work. ; , K

,2?
3

:::::::;’—_’ Allotting of funds; preparation of eitimates for ;ﬁpropriations, con=

sideration of and signing of requisitions, pay rolls an% vouchers; and
initialing vcuchers. i % :
| 3 i

Official travel, usually to St. Louisf San Francisgo and Seattle, and
occasicnally to Alaska; Work in connection therewith inéludes supervision
and inspection of field emplownea and their pperations,*attendance at sales
of government furs; conduct of hearings end taking of té¢stimony in regard
to limitations and prohibitions upon fishing in Aleska; {and arrangements
tearing upon purchase and shipment of supplies)for 325 Rative wards of the
Bureszu on the Pribilef Islands)




On May 7 the Seattle Fur Sales Agency sold for the Govermment 51 red
fox and 4 oross foxes, the same having bDeen seised at Sesttle several months
ago upon arrival from Unalaska, Alasks, these skins being adjudged unprime.
The gross price was $749.65, which less the commission of $37,48 produced
a net balance of $713.17.

On May 32 the West Coast Grocery Compeny of Tacoms, Wash., sold 41
minks, 96 Deavers, and 1 land otter for the sccount of the Govermment.

These were skins seised last spring by Special Warden Gowen at Anchorage,

Alaska. The gross price wes $1,123.36, ;m.':f..‘;:;”..ﬁ‘&“‘”“ Ll W;
$33,70, leaving & net revemue to the Govermment of $dyodtwdi, A /08 24112 . N
In thie conmection mention is made of the sale on March 7, 1918, by
the Seattle Fur Sales Agency of two sea-otter ekins. These skins wers taken
by matives in Alaska and were later turned over to the Bureawn of Fisheries
by the Buresu of Bducation. The taking of sea-otter skins in Alasks at any

time is illegal. The net proceeds of the sale were $689.70, which mmount

becomes Govermment reverme.



