/ WOOD RIVER CENSUS .

The usual count of red salmon entering lake Alegnagik on Wood River,
Alasks, was wade in 1918. The work was under the direction of Warden
Shirley A. Baker, assisted by Fred R. Lucas who was temporarily detachea
from the Afognak fislicultural station.

Continuing the sustom of past seascns, & rack consisting of cotton
trap webbing hung on piling and weighted with chains was placed across the lower
end of the lake in the latter part ¢f June. Counting of salmon began

June 28 and was carried on daily until August 5, & pericd of 39 days.

The run of salmon sowewhat later than usual. This wae
attributed to the late breaking of winter, there being an ice gorge in the
Bristol Bay region which could not be penetrated until almegst the end of
May . During the season, however, the weather was extraordinarily fine witr
little or no rain and wind. It is said that these conditicne caused the
salmcn to linger in the waters of the bays until nearly ready tc spawn
when heavy rushes were wade up the rivers. The run of red salmwn appears
to have been the largest of record although the count i.n’Qio-Lake Aleznagik
was less by 132,306 than in 1917.

 The first considerable count of salmon gassing through the rack
was made on July 10, when 28,302 were acuwitted to the lake. On the followig
day, July 11 the comat increased to 131,156, which nuuber was exceeded

but cnce during the season nnw on July 18 M 255, 100
k gnud into the lake. There were only six days which show & count of

jfxmrt thm 5@,&9& saluon eseh, on four of which the count was in excess of

”cm 'm. tal),y for the season was 943,302, the detalls of which
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Wood River Salmon Census in 1918.
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It was reported ‘that. less than 20 king salmon entered lLake Alegnagik.
Humpback salmon were alsc scarce, but there was an agpreciable run of dog
salmon.

Valuable assistance in the installation of the rack and in making the

count of salmon was generously given by tne Alaska Packers Asscciation ana

the Alaska-Portland Packers Association.




