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t .  I DEPARTMENT OF C O M M E R C E  

I BUREAU OF FISHERIES 

. E  Dillinghm, Alaska. 

August 24, 1917. 

The Coam;issianer of Fisheries, 
Washington, D. C. 

The following report of  mp operations in the Briettol Bay 

region, dlaska, during the fishirig season of 1917, is respectfully 

submitted. 

Farrative at g e r a t i o n s  

which m s  f ire  o r  mora day8 later than the ice break-up of the season 
of 1916. 

A late cold spring reslilted i n  delaying the ice break-up, 

PractScdly all of  the Bering Sea cannery f leet  arrived in 
the waters of B r i d o l  bay between the m i O d l s  of May and the f i r s t  of 
Jme, a straggling f an  not pu+,ting in  an appearance until the mfddle 
of June. 

I cormmencod the aeasonte work by Baaking an inspection tr ig  
on Jme 4 up Wood river, going as fat as Lake Aleknagik. 
lake  nearly free of ice, 5ut the natere of both lake and river were 
high and it lct~ apparent it would be anather week or t e n  days before 
they would 8ufficPentl.p subside to  permit of ths  construction of the 
roo6  river census-taking rack.  

I found ths 

June 9 f made a t r i p  o? inspection of the Kvichsk river 
Cetnnsr198, r s t u n i n g  thence t3 Dellinghtun on k s h a g a k  bay. 

Securing a tug, pils-driver, and crew from the Scan4inavim 
Cannery, on June ;3 I set  the W Q O ~  river mrkers prohibi t ing fishing 

_I _I __ - - _. -I 
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operatians i n  that  stream, and a l s o  the markers closing the  Nushagak 
r i v 9 r  t o  f iehemen.  

13 Conjunctian with  Pr. Xenneth P.  mtton, skilled-laborer 7y-4 ,,y 
of Yes Bay, deta i led  f o r  service on Fushagak bay, I f i t t e d  ~ out at t h e  -&?G, 

l"JflL 7 .  
Scandbavfan cannery the expedit ion f o r  t h e  counting opeat iona ,  at t h e  
Wood rivtsr cenmaa s ta t ion ,  the Alaska ?ackere' Association cooperati% 
t o  make the oount I), suacem. 
k i n d l y  furnished a launch t o  assid i n  towing the expedi t ion  t o  hike 
Aleknagnik, which t r i p  was made on June i4 without inc ident .  Vork on 
the  construction of  the census-$akin~~ r a c k  commenced on thrrt  date, and 
on June 21 t h e  rack wa8 i n s t a l l e d  an& r sady  f o r  se rv ice .  

?he Alaska-Portland Packers' Aesociation 

Following t h h  and until and including July 24, I pa t ro l led  
the waters of Food and :?ushagrrk r i v e r s  and Ruehagak bay, vieitea can- 
nBria8 an8 s d l t i n g  s t a t i o n s  on 8uahagak bay and the Igushik F i V B r ,  aad  
a180 made severs1 t r i p s  t o  the  fiuhfng banks i n  B r i s t o l  bay o f f  the 
sn+,&ce t o  Pushagak bav t o  aseertaln if any Piehermen were destroying 
strtches of  dog sdmon. 

Prom July 25 t o  August 1, f viBitsd t h e  canneries of t h e  
Raknek, Kvichak, w i d  Egagik river regione, and i n  t h i s  uonaection made 
A t r i p  up t h e  Kvichak river as far RB Rmnch r iver .  

The return t o  ?&lehagak bay ms made on the night of August 1. 
The reminder of the season was spent OR the  waters of  Yushagak bay 
ana Wood and lgushik r i ~ s r s .  

Drtflng the  8e%son I visited all the ea-marim and s a l t i n g  
s ta t ion8 on B r i s t o l  bay and i t s  t r i b u t a r y  waters, with the  exception 
O f  t h e  cannary of the Be3 Salmon Backin3 Company, of Ugmhih, and a l s a  
t h e  s a l t i n s  station of t h e  Alaska Packere at that place .  

VithDnt quaation t h e  salmon rune mr5 heavier in t h e  waters 
Of B r i d a l  bay t h i s  season than last. The run of red salnnon i n  Kvichak 
r i v e r  was the heaviest known i n  several years, the  claim being made t h a t  
1% was larger i n  volume than the record-breaking run of red  salmon i n  

The volume of the lzln on t i e  Ugashik 
r i v s r  WaR a l s o  heavy 
Kvichak run in rolnxna m d  held up longer on that strasm than i n  any other, 
continuing u n t i l  July 22. 
ahaut t36 same I n  voiults a n d  dura t ion  as that  of last se%son. The salmon 
run i n  t h e  Esknslt r iver  was not developed t h i s  ueason, due t0 t he  
S%ot%p Weathar snd t h e  continuous r o q h  water on the  fishins banks where 

strefun i n  t h e  soaeon of 1914. 
The ran i n  t h e  E p g i k  river Was similar t o  the 

The run in the waters o f  h 8 h g a k  bay -8 
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t h e  fisheman make theip ca tches .  
Koichak river t h i a  mason.  
ou t le t3  in B r i s t o l  bay were t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h R t  l a r g e r  schools of aalmon 
by far were apant lng than i n  many year3 p a s t .  

Rsknek fishexmen operatad on the 
Reports  frm all t h a  lakes f ind ing  t h e i r  

K b g  salmon began running i n  the first days of June, t he  r u n  
being good dur ing  t h e  r e m i n d e r  of June and whittling t o  e x t i n c t i o n  July 
10. The red a d -  
mon ~ r n  was a3out tan days l ~ t e r  in developing $ban last season. 
Fun showed f i r a t  i n  t he  water8 o f  the Egagik r i v e r  on July l, and at 
about the same time i n  the waters o f  tne Cgashik. 
s t r e a s  las+uec! un t i l  J u l y  22. 
began July 4 and  l a s t s & u n t i l  July 18, while in  the watars of Xushagak 
bay t h e  run d i d  not begin u n t i l  July 5 an9 stopped o r  s lacked up J u i y  15, 
t he  ran there beins shorter t han  in any o tne r  naters. 

The run of  t h i s  f i eh  was not so heavy aa a year ago. 
The 

The run i n  both t h e s e  
In  the  Rvichak rivsr the red salmon run 

Dog sdmon i n  all t he  streams put $9 t h e i r  appearance With the  
k i n d  salmon, the run continuing until about July 15. 
the dog aerlmon m n  of last season, the V O h B 6  of t h i s  8eas0'?1'~ Tun wa8 
very l igh t .  

As uomparsd with 

Thfe maeon o f fe red  a markad c o n t m s t  t o  last seasont@ salmon 
rune in  the movement of t h e  humpback, the mn of t h i s  f ie i l  being notably 
l i g h t  as conpared with t he  largs humpback run i n  3r i ra tol  bay  ratsra i n  
t h o  season of  1916. 

Sifver ealmon a l s o  shover3 i n  very l igh t  numSers as compared 
With the  heavy s i l v e r  salmon run i n  B r i s t o l  ba7 watsre o f  la8t smson.  
The run of  t hew f i a h  began July 22 an3 was &ill i n  motion when bosts  
wer4 callsd in Auguat 3. 

Generally speaking, there seemed t o  be a s ince re  desire on 
the part of the ammriee t o  comply with t h e  f itjhine regula t ions ,  and a 
mani?est sp i r iL ,  or purpose on the  par% of the various c a n m r y  aupsrin- 
t eaden t s  t o  cooperate, wi$h the Burew of F i s h e r i e s .  
w i l f u l .  des?,r~ction of  fish vere brought t o  o u r  a t t e n t i o n .  Ae moon a6 
t he  run of d m o n  became heavy, most of the canwries placed t h e i r  boats 
on t h e  regular f i s h i n g  limit of 1,250 f i s h  per drsy. 
of  the Almka Packero on Yuahagak bay d i d  not place t he i r  boa t s  o n a  
l i m i t ,  because o f  the inexperiance of R num3er of the fishermen employed 
bp tha t  a s s o c i a t i o n  and the l igh t  catches made by them. neIverth@less, 
no f iuh  were destroyed at either of thoee cannariee on sczount  of over- 
supply. 

Bo i n s t ances  of 

The two canneries  
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On my t r i p  up t h e  Kvfc’nak river July 25, I not iced numbers of 
dead f i a h  f l o a t i n g .  I counted 163 dog salmon and 70 red salmon, and 
then  stopped t h e  count and inves t fgs ted  a f i s h i n s  f l e e t  nearby, v i a i t i n g  
m y  of t’ne boa ta .  The men on th8se boa t s  uni?sd i n  t h e  statement t h a t  
t h e  f i s h  represented cargoes of scows an6 f i e h i n g  boa ts  l o e t  during a 
s e v e n  &om. I l t i t e r  found out that t h m o  8COWU of f i s h  had been l o s t  
a n d  a number of f i s h i n s  boa t s  swamped i n  t h a t  l o c a l i t y  and t h a t  t h e  s t o r y  
t 9 l d  t o  me by t h e  fiahennen was l i k e l y  correct . .  

A t  4:30 a.m., J u l y  20, I found f i v e  boa ts  f ieh ingabove  t h e  
prohibi t ive  s t n k s s  in t h e  Rushspk rivar.  They comprised a bunch of 
independent f i shamen ,  two  of t‘ne boat crews being *its and t h r e e  n a t i v e .  
I took t h e  names of t hese  men, snd with ampls evfdmce intended t o  b r i n g  
them to immedirPte trial. Action, I found,wm impossiTsle on account o f  
t h e i r  being no United S t a t e s  Commissioner i n  the hkahagnk d i f f t r i c t  at t h a t  
tins. In  the meantime, t h e  information i s  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  use whenever 
prosecut ions are poss ib l e .  

S e t  o r  Stake Rets 
I_ - -- I.- 

Following is  t h e  number of set net8 which wer6 i n  operat ion t h e  
present  season in  t h e  regIan I covered: 

wood R i v w  (Includizg Wood 4 i v e r  Flats). . . . . . . .  54 
Mushagak River Proper. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  43 
Yushagak Bay Waters. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  249 
Igushik River  Proper. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $0 
Kvichak River  (Setween B m c h  Rivsr  and  mouth 

of r i v e r ) .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  162 
S n a k e R i v e r . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  24 
I k b e k  River PrQptsr. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  87 
Egagik River Proper. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  91 

Total . . . . .  ?% 

.. 

The foregoing l i e t  does not inc lude  the set n e t s  on t h e  Ugaahik 
r ive r  which, as elaewhere aterted, I was uncr51a t o  r e m h  dur ing  t h i s  season .  

, 
! 

Ind ica t ions  &re that far fewer set nets w i l l  be i n  opera t ion  next 
Se t  net opera tors  depend almost entire- sewson than  were out this s e ~ s o n .  

17 upon t h e  canner ies  f o r  t h e i r  note,  t h e  c s m e r y  super in tendents  t u rn lng  
Over t o  them t h e  old g i l l  nets t h a t  t hey  have scrappad.  This  sea80n t he 
canneries  condemned very few of t h e i r  g i l l  nets, on account of i n a b i l i t y  
t o  g e t  new nets .  
obtain a aupplp o f  Irish l i n e n  thread F i t h  Whfch t o  make t h e  ne ts ,  and  
untfL t h e  eituuation changes the c a m e r i e r  will use t h e i r  o l d  nets a8 l ong  
as the? w i l l  hold toge ther .  
OPercAtors t h e  n a t a  are so roc,+,en that t h e y  are almost wor th less  f o r  f i s h i n g .  

* I  f .  
* ‘k 

-i *.n*\ - +\* 

Since the war began it ha8 been almoet impossible t o  

l When they  eventua l ly  g ive  them t o  set-net 
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Ths on3p fish t r a p s  i n  the B r b t o l  bay region are the fou.  
opamted by the AlaskFs Packers i n  the Nushwgak bay w a t e r s  and the th -ee  
of the Alaska-Portland Packers, a l s o  locats:! i n  t h e  waters of  bshagak 
bay. Thase traps made only moderate cstches t h i 6  eeaaon. The lead 
of the mammoth trap operated by the Alaska Packers' AseocfRtion at 
Coffee Point l aa t  season was shortened 300 feet thin season, and bet te r  
catches we33 made in consequence. 

Salting etaSionR opers.ted in  Bristol bay waters were distribut- 
ed 8% fO11OWE: 

-*--.*---=-- --I--- - c o m p a n ~  ... -_ Alaeka Addreae ---- No. Stat ions * --R __. 
m-p--__*-__ls * P, ?. Beleon E:og?lung, Kvfchak River I 

p .  I!. Telson Fus'nagak ,, lgushik River A 

Alaskft Packers' Arsocirztion %aehagak,, Iguahik River 1 
Libby, Mclgeill R LitrSy ?hehag&,, Tgushik River 1 
Alaska Salmon Compmy (3hris Hale)Koggiung, Hvichak River 

. 

1 
1 

T o t a l .  . . . . 6 
- Alaska Pazkors' Association Ugashik, Ugushik River 

(The C h o n  Bros., an3 a l s o  Fete Xveraon, salted 
salmon on tl?e Bark Jl'SeG 1 

v p  - 

Most all of the canseriee salted a small output of  aalmon 
bel:ies as "gratuities" far  cannery offici~ls and employes. 

-..*--- Canneries - i n  Operation 

The number of canneries in  operation in Brirstol bay and its 
tributaries i s  as Eollors: 

Alaska Psckerg? Association 
Alaska Packers? Association 
Alaska P~zCk%ra' Amociation 
North Alaska Salmon Go.  
(now Libby,, rdc3eill & Libby) 
Xorth Alaska Sdmon Co. 
(now Libby, NcZeill k Libby) 
Lijbp, Mc?!!afli CE Li%bp 

Koggiung, Kvichak River 2 
FJalmek Flaknek River a 
Fushagrrk flitlehagak Bay 2 
Koggiung Kdchak  River 2 

Aurfiagak Ntashagak Bay 1 
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LiSby, McRsill 13 Libby 
X o r t h w ~ e s t w n  F i s h e r i e s  Co. 
Alaeka Salmon C o b  

Columbia River Packers '  Assn. 
Alaska-Portland Packers' Assn. 
Alaska Packers' Association 
Morth Alaska Salmon Go. 
(now Zisbp, McEeill & Libby) 
Red Salmon Packing 20. 
Red Salmon Pecking Co. 
Raknerk Packing Co. 
B r i s t o l  Ray Packing Co. 

Kogqiung, Kvichak River 1 
??usbag&, Fushagak Bay 1 
D i : l h g h a m ,  Food River  1 
Fushngak, behagak Sap 1 
D i l l  ingham, lhehagak Bay 1 
Egagik, , EgagiX River  1 
Egagik, Egagik River 1 

Ugaahik, Ugaehik River 1 
k k n e k ,  Eaknek 3 i v e r  1 
Bsknek, Paknek River 1 
Iioggiung, Edichak River  I_ 

1 
T o t a l . .  . 22 

Tha 3orthweatem. F i s h e r i e s  Campmy, of  Sea t t l e ,  a r e  e r e c t i n g  
b u i l d i q s  f o r  a four-line sani*+nry cannery.  
p r i l l  be i n  operrtion next se:-ison. 
o? t h e  Xaknsk r i v e r .  

Two l i n e s  of this cannery 
The cannery is located at the  mouth 

The lor thwes tern  people a l e 0  inutalled two s a n i t s r y  l i n e s  i n  
t h e i r  ca-rlnery at l?ushag& t h i s  ieaaon.  

LiSbp,NcBeill & Li3by enlarged t h e i r  Branch r i v e r  cannary t h i o  
season i n t o  a four-line s a n i t a r y  cannary.  

The Alaska ?ackers' cannery, at Egagik, a l a 0  i n s t a l l e d  another  
aanit,rzrp l i n e ,  making i+, a three-line cannery. 

According t o  information received f rom Wr. M e ,  manager of 
Wood !liver Cannery, t h e  development of new f i s h i a g  banks was begun 

sesson by t h e  Pacific-Amorizrm Fisheries  Company at Port l o l l e r  
bay, a n d  by t h e  Lagoon Packizlg Company at Xelson'a lagoon. 
&so informe3 me that t h e  following companies operated canneries in 
thoae l a c a l i t i e e :  

Hr. Hale 

Bering Sea Packintl; Compmy. ............ Herendesn Bay 
- I  

3 ,* b ,- rt*c -petBeMa Packing Company . (Carl gutter, suyt .). .................. Rerendeen Bay 

Howeww, news reached ab through cannery o f f i c i a l s  that t h e  catches made 
Wem very light i n  each ins t ance .  0pars.tors tlsed purse seiner$ a l t o g a t h e r .  
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Beginning July 5, I v i a i t &  t h e  n a t i v e s  opera t ing  leet nets 
on t h e  waters of  hahsgak  bay an8 urged them t o  save all t h e  f i s h  they  
caught, and by no means t o  penni t  any t o  be wasted, reminding tham that 
the  cormtry was waging a great w a r ?  and t h a t  it waa t h e i r  p a t r i o t i c  du tv  
t o  see t h a t  a l l  fish taken were conasrved Theyrepl ied  t o  t h e s e  over- 
turas fn a f i n e  c o ~ p e ~ a t f ~ e  s p i r i t  i n  every i n s t m c a  and put up far more 
f i s h  t'nan dur ing  e i t h e r  of t h e  two previous seasons I Spent in t h s t  
region. 

Am bar as I was able t o  ohserve, t h e  packe put  up S y  both 
s a l t i n g  s t a t i o n s  and canmriea wer9 sanitary i n  every par t i cu lw .  
b u i l d i r g s  of  seoaml  of the cawer i s s - -no tab lp  t h e  Rortn Alaska Sdmon 
Company, at 3 m c h  r ivw,  ar,d ?LEI hlaeka Salmon Companyts cannery, a t  
Food r iver--are  old and di lap ida ted ,  having 3een clumsily thrown t ogsther  
%her, constructed.  This  givm the30 canneries a d i r ty ,  forbidding sp-  
peamnca en?, leqd3 t o  t h e  conclusion t h a t  t h e  packs put up by tnem may be 
on a par  W i %  t h e  a t rac tures ;  however, sanitary l i n e s  and modern equipment 
ars usad i n  putting up t h e  packs. 

The 

The apartmmte b r  l ivlng quarters f o r  t h e  Chinese and Yexiam 
laborer% of t h e  Northwestern F i she r i e s  Company, at hshagak, are old 
shacks, carelessly thrown toge ther ,  being !milt moatly of scrap lm%er,  
a d  constructed by t h e  Chinmo and  ?EsxicRn laborers. Some of these 
Elhacks a t e  o n l y  about aaven bp nine feet, fu rn i rh ing  sccommodations f o r  
from t w o  t o  f o u r  me2. 
bui2.5 these shacks at some of the  canns t iaa  where t h e r e  were ample accom- 
mobaL,ions f o r  them in  the bunk hOU808 furninhed by the canneries. It 
sems thftt aom9 of tham p r e l e r  l i v i n g  t o  themaslves i n  t h e s e  crowded, 
dirty shacks, while, on t h e  o t h e r  hand, t h e  superintendents  at some of  
tha CamerieS will not allow such houses t o  be b u i l t  on t h e i r  groundle. 

I d l r o  noticed 'hat this class of laborertsw o d d  

I under%tm? t h a t  the Csrthwestern F i she r i a s  Company are going 
t o  bui ld  new houses f o r  t h e  men next year. 
bunk house f o r  the fishermen t h i s  semmn, and are making a good marly im- 
provemenf;a, as be fore s t a t e d .  

They b u i l t  a nice large 

Wood River  Salmon Census 
-1 v --- -- 

The count of red r a l m o 3  en te r ing  Lake Aleknagik t o  spawn 
W a s  a l ly  hsndled by Mr. Kenneth P. Rutton, elsewhere r e fe r r ed  t o  i n  
t h i s  repott,--the tally at thts census s t a t i o n  loca ted  at the mouth 
of t h e  lake runninR up t o  
twice the number of fish that enterad t h e  lake t o  #pawn last season 
and about four times t ha  number of  salmon that were counted at the &a- 

gnnd t o t a l  of 1,081,508. Thia i a  almost 
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t i o n  is t h e   mer of 1915, which aeason saw t h e  l i g h t e s t  salmon run 
i n  Yushagerk. waters  in many y s a ~ s .  &Ld a t o m s  t h i s  season permi$ted 
of  sn enornouely h ighe r  eecnpement i n t o  Food r i v e r  thm was t h e  e888 
e i t h e r  last pear or i n  t h e  year previous.  

Some of t h e  c a m e r y  peo?le are s t i l l  of t h e  o p h i o n  that 
the rack  is a detriment t o  t h e  salmon en te r ing  t h e  lake.  
t o  think t h e  g a t e s  art? closed over half  of t h e  time, w h i c h  Prould 
naturz ' i lp  h i3de r  t he  fish from pass ing  through t h e  @tee,  3u t  euch 
s ta tements  are without foundation. 

They seom 

From what f can l ea rn ,  these mdor8 are atarted among t h e  
winter-men. These winter-men are  very much opposed t o  the  cLosing 
of Food and Nuahagak r ive r s ,  and f o r t h i s  r e ~ s o n  they w a n t  t o  defy 
t h e  r ep resen ta t ives  of t h e  d i f f e r e n t  departments of t h e  government. 

The percentage of dead f i s h  on t h e  banks of Wood river and  
t he  lake t h i a  season, cnuesd by gill-net i n j u r i e s ,  did not run as 
high  88 i n  the t w o  previous seasom. 
during t h e  b i g  mns, whizh gave t he  f i s h  a chance t o  get by the fisher- 
men o r  the g i l l  n e t t e r s  on +,he f lats  at t h e  mouth of t h e  hap. 
seemed that the fishermen could not f i n d  out where t h e  f i s h  were running 
a f t e r  they  got  further up t h e  river, a l thoueh  it was t i e  general  opinion 
t h a t  they  ?rere running deep i n  t h e  mid9le  of t b e  channel. 

Thi8 was due t o  t h e  heavy blows 

1% 

The g i l l - n e t  f i s h  start dying wi th  t h e  first f i s h  en ta r ing  
t h e  l a k e  and continue wi5h increas ing  numbers. only the  &Zight ly  in- 
jursd--or a3out t e n  pe r  cent-of t h e  g i l l - n e t  f i s h  l i v e  t o  spawn, l eav-  
i n ?  a3out n i n e t y  pe r  cent t h a t  do not r ipen  and, na tu ra l ly ,  die before 
sp&wning * 

The winter-msn, who c i r c u l s t e  t h e  r epor t s  r e l a t i v e  t o  destruc-  
5 j .m o? sdrnon \v t h e  Bood river n c k ,  go up t o  the lake in the  fall, 
supposedly, t o  catch o r  put  up f i s h  far dog feed, hut I have learned  

PUQ08e of brewing and having mat t hey  term ,a Rbig time." 
Roine: u? t o  the lake about August 15 on t h e s e  npicnicing parties," as 
they  c d l l  them, and t hey  last unt i l  &out September 15, and sometimes 
l a t e r .  
f i s h ,  which they  do. 

tfir0UT:f.l aesociation--you miP,ht sap-that t hey  @I t h s r e  f o r  t h e  express 
They a t a r t  

The na t ive9  ala:, go t h e r e  for t h e  purpose of  putting up dog 

Of course, the  n a t i v e s  see the80 so-cdled (White men" dr ink-  
ing, a-ml they  do l i k e v i s e .  Towever, I b e l i e v e  t h e  white men give t h e  
whinkev o r  %'bee-wsk" t o  the n a t i v e s  f o r  purposes t h a t  I do not care t o  
a t r i te .  

f would d t o  l i k e  t o  s t a t e ,  that gut of about one hundred and 
twenty-five white men l i v i n g  on the hsht@c bay and it8 t r i b u t a r y  'later8, 
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there are oniy about fourteen cf+,ixsna, and all of them have bean l i v i n g  
f n  the c o w t r y  from five to th ir ty - f ive  pears. ThFrefQra, I can sea no 
reason for  t h e i r  not having t h e i r  full c i t izenship  papers, if they ever 
intend to make good, law-abiding c i t i z e n s .  They 8pmd their time in the 
%?Inter malting S C U ~ ~ ~ ~ O U B  remarks against the government and the  corpora- 
tions, offering insul ts  t o  the  different government officials, snd  l y i n g  
aroun2 in a dmzken stupor 

IC order t o  undar&t.and the r e d  eituatiori as It  now exints i n  
t h i s  locality, it i s  neccss~try that Q I I ~  spend a winter or two there .  
This i 8  the 0257 way by which it is p o s s i b l e  t o  get on the  i n a i d s  of 
existing conditions.  

The ~aaf lon  in t h e  Bering sea region w?.s renlwrhible for the 
unusual vio lence  of storme axperimcod. 
6BBSOlr of tho snlmon runs, the wind blew almost continuouelp from the 
Beet, Forthsest,md Rorth, kuC, from ahout the 5th of July fornard the 
windw came from t h e  Southwest and South. There idre several notable 
S t O r " .  h r l n g  one of these, savanteer, of: the f ishing b Q ~ t 8  of the 
&wka Packers' Aeeociation wera sxeunps2, some! of them being CapslPled, 
while w y  boats o f  other cennerine suffered similar or terse misfor- 
tunes. 
during the season ?p unfwan ik le  weather conditefona. Ir. the Rvichak 
r iver  m t e r s ,  the  Alnskn Packere'AssociRtion lost t w o  scow'loads of - 
salmor,, and Libby, XcPeill b- Libby one. These, with t h e  loaf? of the 
cstchep of from s i x t y  t o  savantp-five fishing boats, mn the t b t d  of 
!let. l a ~ t  b e t m e n  152,2r30 ,and 2OO,Or3c). 

During the first part of thQ 

Fishing opemtione were very materially interfered aith all 

- 

j 
8 

?'w finharman and" one tdlpr, on f i e %  reccsiving scow and 
?.h@ captair, of a t o w  baa+, were  drowned in the Kvichak waters, t h e m  
men ail being em2loyea of  Li557, McCeill Libby.  The Willia~lrs 
b r o t h e r e  cmm up with the ir,tcsntioc of ePclt;inC: t w o  hundred harreis 
Of ealmon on t h e  Kvichak. 
other then decided not te t r y  aa l t ing  m y  sslmoo a n d  sent  to work f o r  

One of the  bro+,hera was drowned, and the 

the Libby COmpWly. 
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W h n ?  i a  known as ?Xud?y Point, ne:.r King Salmon Point,  and on t h e  11th 
Slipped back i n t o  t h e  channel and lintad starboard t o  t h e  extent t h a t  
R!W? f i l l e d  with nud and water. Mr' Smith, superintendent  o f  the Rad 
Salmor. Packing Company, ordered powerful mud and water pumps imedi?..te- 
iy. A f t e r  working w i t ? ,  h e r  all ewmmer, t h e  s h i p  vas finaflp mifted, 
and I have beon infornsd by responsible  part i e s  t h a t  she i s  now b i n e ,  
towed d 5 m .  
lost. 

P r n c t i c a l l v  a i l  cf her cfirgo waa l o s t ,  but no l i v e s  were 

Both a t  Koggiung end ffaknek, severa l  of t h e  launchee of t h e  
A 1 w h  Packers' Aseaciet ior  we-e so b s d l y  damal;.ed durine t h i s  stornip 
wefither t h a t  it 'RCP necessary t o  besch them f o r  r e p a i r s .  

The Rrietol Bay Packing Company arid Libby, McKeill 8- Libby 
each had one of t h e i r  launche- damaeed. 

It ie very necessarv th:.t Foot! m d  Phlqhsgak rivers be kept 
c lesed t o  comwrrhl  fishing, as i n  the past, and a conatant I p t i t r O l  
ahauld Be kept i n  both rivere, i n  order  t o  make the  work prove t e l l i n g  
a n d  e f f e c t i v e .  

The FakneP and the  Kvichak rivers BhOt i ld  a l s o  be cloRed t o  
c0fixiercie.l f i s h i n g .  The maknek river slhould be closer! from t h o  north 
e i d e ,  betveen t h e  Porthwestern f i a h 5 r i a e  Company' P nev cannery and 
Caknek Packing Corqmny, t o  t h e  Alaska P r ~ c k e r s ~  AsPociation (Diamond-0 
bxELerJr! on the south side; and t h e  KvichRk r i v i r  Rhould be closed 
akove Roarriun~ proper .  
m d  w o a d  drs a great deal  to.rz,zrZs he lp ing  th6  sdmon t o  escape t h e  
gill netterc:  m d  pas? on up t h e  r i s e r s  t o  t h e  spawning grounds. 

This would undoubtedly be a good suggest ion 

ft i l r  highly  e s s e n t i a l  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  of t h e  s e r v i c e  t ha t  
a stau?ch, seaworthy launch be placed at t h e  diopoeel of t h e  r spre-  
aent&ivt?rs of the Lhrreex o f  F i sher ies  covering the %ring  sea carfiery 
distrf e t .  This  lauxch rhauld be frozli 45 t o  5C feet long and should not  
d n s  molre t h m  four  o r  f i v e  feet  o f  m t e r .  A launch of t h i s  Size should 
be built  verp s t rong f o r  R r i s t a l  bay wutare, and equipped with nothing 
less than 4C horse poner, medim* heavy-6uty engine.  Cannery openrt ions 
ir. Rering sea have r ecen t ly  been extended, as relatei-; under another  head- 
i n 5  ef th ic l  r e p o r t ,  an2 $0 cover th8 t i i f re ren t  operators and sake any in -  
cpecticrr, worth 91% n m e  r equ i r e s  t h e  use c €  a vessel with a crueine, r ad ius  
0 :  several hundred mi les .  Without suoh a vessel t h e  F i she r i ee  representa-  
t ives  818 at the m r c y  of t h e  superintendents  o f  t h e  dif: 'erent Canneries, 
and a f t e n  ate campleteiy prah ib i ted  from making v i s i t 8  t o  d i s t r i c t s  M c h  
the? f e e l  u rgen t ly  requi re  supervis ion.  
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DEPARTMENT OF C O M M E R C E  

BUREAU OF FISHERIES 

Dillingham, Alaska, 
August 24, 1917. 

The Commissioner o f  F i s h e r i e s ,  
'G7ashinc-ton. 

AnswerinF your l e t t e r  r e l n t i v e  t o  t h e  wreck o f  t h e  
Sh ips  S t .  Francis  and Stanaard and t h e  be-rkentine Katkerine i n  
3 e r i n p  Sea waters l a s t  spr ing ,  and a l s o  y o u r  query r e spec t ing  
t h e  sa fe ty  of I<exi@an LabOsErS  t h n t  ljrrere on those Dessels ,  I 
have t h e  following: 

No- l ives  were l o s t  i n  any of  t h e  wrecks. 
JJo spec ia l  hardships  were undergone by t h o s e  

Thoee ab%&& t h e  ship Standard d i d  not f a r e  eo  

ahr&uX.either t he  S t .  Franc is  o r  t h e  
K& t h e r i ne . 
v e i l ,  some o f  them not beinP: picked up 
f o r  f i v e  days a f t e r  t he  n e c k .  

80 p a r t i a l i t y  o r  p re judice  w a s  shown i n  tak ing  
the  people o f f  t h e  wrecked vesse l s ,  t h e  Yexicans f a r i n g  as  
wel l  as anF other  n a t i o n a l i t y  o r  c lass .  

The St. Francis  r e n t  on t he  rocks a t  Onimak 
pass a t  2:30 a.m., 1 % ~  14. She c a r r i e d  a peneral cargo o f  
ctznneq snppl ies  and vas on h e r  way from S e a t t l e  t o  R ~ u n g ,  
B r i s t o l  Bay. O f  t h e  250 cannery l abore r s  and crew a b  d only 
a few were 1g:exicans. The vesse l  went shore under full s a i l ,  
s t r i k i n g  t h e  rocks broaaeide. 
by t h e  jagred r e e f s  and t h e  sea w a s  soon between decks. The 
steamer Horwood w a s  i n  t h e  pass and w a s  t h e  f ir& v e s s e l  t o  
p ick  up t h e  S.O.S. c a l l s  o f  t he  s t r ickened vessel .  The 
Norwood steamed a t  top  speed and a r r ived  a t  t h e  scene o f  t h e  
wreck a t  9 a.m. t h e  s m e  morning. 

take t h e  men off  t h e  S t .  Franc is  on t h e  seaward s i d e  and they  
mere the re fo re  landed on t h e  shore and l a t e r  taken aboard t h e  
Nomood, it being 10  p.m. before t h e  l a s t  of the  wrecked crew 
and canne rpen  were aboa rd  t h e  rescuing vesse l .  The capta in  
of  t he  Norwood ivmediately ss. i led f o r  Dutch E a r b o r  where t h e  
men were s e t  ashore and taken care  o f  by t h e  United S t a t e s  
Govermmnt. 110 one sustained any i n j u r y  and a few days l a t e r  
near12 all of t he  wrecked canne rpen  and crew were taken on 
t o  t he  Kvlchak r i v e r  cannery of Libbey, Tb!cNeill & Libbey,--- 
that  beinc t h e i r  d e s t i m t i o n  when wrecked---by t h e  United 
S t a t e s  revenue c u t t e r  U n a l g a .  The St. FraJWis i s  s t i l l  on t h e  

Her h u l l  w a s  badly damaged 

Due t o  t h e  hiph sea runnine i t  was impossible t o  
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rocks and a t o t a l  loss. 
ale0 l o s t  due t o  t h e  p e r i l  o f  t h e  rocks and t h e  t reacherous 
sea c u r r e n t s  of tha t  l o c a l i t y .  

P r a c t i c a l l y  a l l  o f  h e r  cargo w a s  

I n  the saving o f  t h e  men a b m r d  h e r  t h e r e  was 
not  t h e  s l i R h t e s t  di s c r i n i n s t i o n  on account o f  r ace ,  c o l o r  o r  
n a t i o n a l i t y .  Every rr,acls l i f e  mas coneidere6 w o r t h  as much as 
rng o t h e r ' s  b y  t h e  reEcuers. 

The ship Standard went ashore a t  9:80  p.m, , May 
15,  on t h e  S t e r l i n g  Shoals  o f f  Cape Constantine, The weather 
W E E  hazy and a heavy see w a s  running, 
aboard her ,  and as yrsv ious ly  s t a t ed ,  a l l  were saved, 

calls sent  o u t  b y  h e r  wi re l e s s ,  For these  reasons no v e s s e l s  
came t o  her  immediate r e l i e f  and a l l  aboa rd  took t o  life b o a t s ,  
The S t e r l i n e  f la t s  a r e  o u t  o f  s i g h t  o f  l and ,  and crews o f  some 
of t h e  l i f e  boats  became bewildered and f o r  severa l  days were 
lost. Some o f  t hese  l i f e b o a t s  brougflup a t  t h e  Pa l rus  I s l ands  
and a t  Kuluktzk Bay, As i n  t h e  case of  t h e  St .  Franc is  a l l  
persons aboard were t r e a t e d  a l ike  by those rescuing, The per- 
son mho suf fered  more than any o ther  w a s  Mrs. Sea r l s ,  t h e  w i f e  
of Superintendant S e a r l s ,  o f  the  Libbey, McNeill & Libbey cannery 
a t  Ekuk Poin t ,  B r i s t o l  Bay. It w a 8  f i v e  days b e f o r e  she a d  
those w i t h  he r  were lqca t ed  on t h e  Walrus Is lands  and rescueb. 
During t h i e  time suffered severe ly  f rom weather exposure and 
lack o f  comforts, The Standard went t o  piecescalmost imedia te -  
ly i n  a heavy s torm t h r t  followed hard a f t e r  she struck. A l l  
her  cargo o f  cannery suppl ies  w a s  l o s t .  Both t h e  S t .  Franc is  
and the Standard belonged t o  the  Libbey, McNeill & Libbey 
C ompany 

There were 150 people 

The Standard p v e  h e r  p o s i t i o n  wronp i n  t h e  S . O . S ,  

The barkentine St. B t h e r i n e  belonged t o  t h e  iiea 
Salmon Packing Company and on he r  way from San Francisco t o  
B r i s t o l  Bay went shore a t  3 porn,, Vednesday, Kay 9th,  on Ei7uddy 
p o i n t ,  near U g  salmon p o i n t ,  a t  t h e  mouth of t h e  Ugam r i v e r  
While i n  t o w e  

Crew and errnnery l a b o r e r s  aboard  were all saved 
w i t h  no hardships euffered. Very l i t t l e  of t h e  cargo o f  can- 
nery suppl ies ,  however, was saved. 
t h e  ship would be -a  t o t a l  l o s s ,  but  b y  very d i l i g e n t  work car- 
r iea  forward under a lmos t  supreme d i f f i c u l t i e s  she w a s  f i n a l l y  
f l o a t e b .  and during t h e  f i rs t  weeks of Sevtember w a s  towed out 

Far  a t i m e  it w a s  though t h a t  

o f  Berine Sea and i n t o  Dutch 


