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A report of operations in the Port Moller districi fo
the seeson of 1926. o
[ LA /
This report deals with operations in connection with the
enforcement of the Alaske Fisheries lawe and with the survey of
the spawning areas of this district.

A dory with outboard motor was used for salmon patrol.

This mode of patrol is not practical in this district as the fishe
ing grounds are exposed to heavy seas coming in from the Bering
Seas Canmp was established at Bear river for several days at the
beginning of the season but had to be abendoned as this affords
but & limited view of fishing éperations. It is impossible to ent=s
er Bear river except at certein stages of the tide. While camped
at Bear river prohibitive markers were erected designating closed
wvaters at Bear esnd Sendy rivers. When weather conditions would notl
permit the use of the dory, the writer was able to visit the fish-=
ing grounds on the local cannery tenders. -

The writer wishes at this time to exprees his appreciatién
for the assistance, co-operation and many courtesies extended him
by the locel packers and their employees.

RUN OF SALMON

. The first fish of the season was captured on the 11ith. of
June. At this date the catch was very small and indications were
poor. There was & steady increase in the run until the morming of
June 29, et which dete a tremendous run struck along the coast-
line between Bear and Sandy rivers, the fish however, were not in
schools and several hauls were required tc load the seine boats.
One of the canneries immedistely placed their purse seine boats
on a 7,500 1limit, This rién lested until the night of July 1, and
then took a decided drop on the 2nd and 3rd., increassing steadily
until July 9th and 10th., at which thme it reached about the same
high level as the first run. From July 11 the run slackened grad-
ually until Auguet 4th when the lest trap was lifted. The major-
ity of the fishing for the season was done along the beach between
Bear and Sandy rivers.

Red salmon were in evidence on June 11, when the first
fish were taken. At this time ebout 70 percent of the catch were
red salmon, the percentage increasing gradually until June 28th.,
et this date sbout 95 percent of the run were red salmon. From
June R=f 29 the percentage dropped steadily until the ehd of the
season, at which time the percentage of reds was 85.
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The Kings were in evidence from the beginning of the season
up to and including July 27, when the last Kings were reported.

The Chum or Dgg salmon run sterted on June 18th end a steady
increase was noted up to end including July 10th, from that date
the chum run sleckened until the end of the season.

The seine boate were inoperation from June 10th until July 20,
when all but two boats left for Puget Sound. The remaining two were
to fish until the 25th of July but on account of heavy seas on the
fishing grounds they never attempted & haul after the 20th. During
the season the seine boate lost three daye of fishing on account of
stormy weather and on three occassions the web crews were unable to
reach the traps for closing. The traps, however, were closed an add-
itional 36 hours to meke up for the time they were fished. The Bear
river trap is exposed to Westerly seas and a heevy sea sometimes
washes over the cappings, at such times it is impossible to approach
the trape.

ESCAPEMENT

The writer in company with two natives, as packers, left Port
Moller on the morning of August 1, for the purpose of obtaining an
estimate of the salmon in the varioue spewning areas in the district.
Leaving the Pacific Americen Fisheries Yannery the party walked the
beach to Bear river village. A biderka was obtained at the village
for the trip up the river and for use on the lake.

As the water in the lower part of the river was muddy, it would
be impossible to estimate intelligently the number of salmon ascend=-
ing the river., The few fish that were seen jumping proved to be Sil-
ver ar Coho salmone. At the outlet of the lake the salmon were seen
in lerge schools. This condition was probably due to the heavy sees
on the lake. The salmon were noted to leave the lake and drop back
into the river when there was & heavy sea on the lake, returning a-
gein to the lake immediately after the storm had passed.

Leaving the outlet of the lake the right hand shore was follow=-
ed. In thie wgy it was possible to obtain an estimate of the saslmon
alomg the leke shores as wellas of the salmon in the streams. Follow-
ing herewith is a list of the streams and their estimates:

Creek No. 1 Along shores in vicinity of stream 1,000
In the stream - 300

Creek No. 2 Along shores in vicinity of stream 3,000
- In the stream 500

4,800
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Brought Forward 4,800
Creek No. 3 Along shores in vicinity of stream 20,000
(This is a glacial stream, No fish :
seen in stream)

Bear river At outlet of the lake 70,000
Bear Lake Along shores of lake 10,000
104,800

Total salmon estimate for Peer River watershed 104,800
Note. Red selmon alone included in estimate. -

Upon completion of Bear leke survey packs were assembled
and the party left for Sandy Leke. This trip, however, had to be
eabandoned as it was impassible to cross Cole creek. After sever-
al attempte were made to cross the streem the party returned to
Bear lake. A bidarke was used ae a means of transportation from
Beer lake to Port Moller, arriving at the Pacific Ahberican Fish-
eries cannery, Port Moller on the morning of August 5.

STATISTICS FOR SEASON OF 1926

Ten purse seine boats, five gill net boate and four treps were
used for the capture of selmon in this district for the season
of 1926,

Geer used and catch is as follows:

Operating for the Pacific American Fisheries

Number of seine boats employed -------mmmccmmmmcmm e ]
High Seihe boat ==cmcmmmmmm e 64,353
Low ", B e ———— 54,959
Average for seine boats =cecmmmmmcm e 58,406

Total catch for seine boats —--recmmcmmcccc e 292,031

Treps operating for Pacific Amerieen Fisheties

26=218 No. 5 Bear River —--cecemmcmcmcme e e e 67,134
86-215 No. 1 Port Moller -~----ecmemmcmm e e e 14,287
26«216 No. 2 Nelson Lagoon -=-ccecccecacccmce—a : -

26-217 No. 3 u ” (combined) =-=--==-= - 102,141

Total catch for Pacific American Fisheries w==--e---- - 475,593
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Operatinl for the Everett Packing Company

Number of seine boats weemmmcmcm e - 5
High seine boat ww--mmccmm e e - 102,087
Low seine boat ==-emcm e - - 27,302
Average for seine boats =-emcmcmmcm e e - 56,776

Total catch for seine boats =--cwmmemmcccmena-- - 284,897

Catch of gill nets operating for Everett Pkg. Co.~

Total for five nets bperated at Nelson Lagoon -- 9,113
Total catch for Everett Packing Company —------- - 294,010

Catch for district:

Pacific American Fisheries «---ceeccccmuccmncnnax 475,593

Everett Packing fompany =wwecrmrmwmcanccecaw- e e 284,010

769,603

Total catch for Port Moller Distriect wwecewrmuwwa - 769,603
RECOMMENDATIONS

I would reccomend that the Bureau furnish a launch for
the patrol of this district. As conditions were this year, the
Varden had to depend on the use of the cannery tenders when the
weather would not permit the use of the dory furnished for pat-
rol. Thies is not satisfactory as the patrol should be on the
fishing grounds, especially when the purse seine boats are in

operation,
G se & Dot

Vardene.
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A report of operations in the Port Moller distriet for the ‘nunn,pt\ 1926,

By Pred G. Morton. ’

This report deals with operations in comnection with the enforcement of
the Alaska Fisheries laws and with the survey of the spawning areas of this
distriet,

A dory with outboard motor was used for salmon patrol. This mode of patrol
is not practical in this district as the fishing grounds are exposed to heavy
seas coming in from the Bering Sea. Camp was established at Bear River for
several days at the beginning of the season but had to be abandoned as this
affords but a limited view of fishing operations. It is impossible to enter
Bear River except at certain stages of the tide. While camped at Bear River
prohibitive markers were erected designating closed waters at Bear and Sandy
rivers. Vhen weather conditions would not permit the use of the dory, the
writer was able to visit the fishing grounds on the local canmery tenders.

The writer wishes at this time to express his appreciation for the assist-
ance, cooperation and many courtesies extended him by the local packers and
their employees.

RUE OF SALMON

The first fish of the season was captured on the 1lth of June. At this

date the catch was very small and indications were poor. There was a steady in-
crease in the run until the morning of Jume 29, at which date a tremendous run xkx
struck along the coastline between Bear and Sandy rivers, the fish however, were
net in schools and several hauls were required to load the seine boats. Ome of
the canneries immediately placed their purse seine boats on a 7,500 iimit. This
run lasted until the might of July 1, and then took a decided drop om the 2nd and
rd, increasing steadily until July 9th and 10th, at which time it reached about
the same high level as the first rum. From July 11 the run slackened gradually
until August 4th when the last trap was lifted. The majority of the fishing for
the season was done along the beach between Bear and Sandy rivers.

Red salmon were in evidence on June 11, when the first fish were takem. At
this time abdout 70 per cent of the catch were red salmon, the percentage increas-
ing gradually until June 29th, at this date about 95 per cent of the run were
red salmon. From June 29 the percentage dropped steadily until the end of the
season, at which time the percentage of reds was 85,

The Kings were in evidence from the beginning of the season up 0 and in-
cluding July 27, when the last Kings were reported.

The Chum or Dog salmon run started on June 18th and a steady increaze was
noted up to and including July 10th, from that Cate the chum run slagkened until
the end of the season. e

e

The seine boats were in operation from Jume 10th until July 20, when all
but ¥wo boats left for Puget Sound. The remaining two were to f£ish until the
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25th of July but on account of heavy seas on the fishing grounds they never at-
tempted a haul after the 20th. During the season the seine boats lost three
days of fishing on account of stormy weather and on three occasions the web
crews were unable to reach the traps for closing. The traps, however, were
closed an additional 36 hours to make up for the time they were fished. The
Bear River trap is exposed to Westerly seas amd a heavy sea sometimes washes
over the cappings, at such times it is impossible to approach the trap.

ESCAPENERT

The writer in compaxy with two natives, as packers, left Port Moller on
the mowning of August 1, for the purpose of obtaining an estimate of the salmon
in the various spowning areas in the district. Leaving the Pacific American
Pisheries Tannery the party walked {the beach to Bear River village. A bidarka
was obtained at the village for the trip up the river and for use on the lake.

As the water in the lower part of the river was mmddy, it would be impos-
sible to estimate intelligemily the mumber of salmon ascending the river. The
few fish that were seen jumping proved to be Silver cor Coho salmon. At the
outlet of the lake the salmon were seem in large schools. This condition was
ppobably due to the heavy seas on the lake. The salmon were noted to leave the
lake and drop baek into the river when there was & heavy sea on the lake, re- -
turning agein to the lake immediately after the storm had passed.

Leaving the outlet of the lake the right hand shore was followed. In
this way it was possible to obtain an estimate of the salmon along the lake
shores as well 28 of the salmon in the streams. Following herewith is a list
of the streams and their estimates:

Creek Ho. 1 Along shores in vicinity of stream 1,000
In the stream 300
Creek Ko, 2 Along shores in vicinity of stream 3,000
In the stream 500
Creek Wo. 3 Along shores in vicinity of stream 20,000

(T™his is a glacial stream. No fish seen in

strean)

Eear River At outlet of the lake 70,000
Bear Lake Along shores of lake 10,000
104,500
Total salmon estimate for Bear River watershed 104,800

Note. FRed salmon alone ineluded in est imate.

Upbn completion of Bear Lake survey packs were assembled and the party
left for Sandy Lake. This trip, however, had to be abandoned as it was ime
possible to eross Cole creek. After several attempts were made to cross the
stream the party returmed to Bear Lake. A bidarke was used as a means of
transportation from Bear Lake to Port Meoller, arriving at the Pucinc American
Fisheries canmery, Port lioller, on the morning of August 5.
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STATISTICS FOR SEASON OF 1926
Ten purse seine boats, five gill net boats and four trape were used for the
capture of salmon in this district for the seasen of 1926,
Gear uwsed and catch is as follows:

Operating for the Pacific American Fisheries

Famber of seine boats employed 5
High Seine boat 64,353
Lmr " o - “’959
Average for seine boats 58,4086
Total cateh for seine boats 292,081

Traps opersating for Pacific imerican Fisheries

26~218 Yo. 5 RBear River 67,134
26-215 ¥o. 1 Pert ¥oller 14,287
26-216 To. 2 Felson Lagoon

26-217 Yo. 3 . " (combined) 102,141
Total eateh for Pacific Ameriean Fisheries 475,593

Operating for the RBverett Packing Company

Funber of seine boats 5
High seine boat - 102,067
Low seine boat 27,302
Average for seine boats 56,776
Potal catch for seine boais 284,897

Cateh of gill nets operating for Everett Pkg. Co.-

Potal for five nets operated at Nelson Lagoon 9,113
Total catch for Everett Packing Company 294,010

Cateh for district:

Pacific american Fisheries 475,593

Sverett Packing Company 294,010

Total cateh for Port Moller District ~ 769,603
RECO.MENDATIONS

Ivmdmemthntthhromfunuhtl,mnfarmyﬂrloftm ;
district. As conditions were this year, the Warden had to depend on the wse of
tbmwwnmthmthrmunt)onitmmafthmmf

for patrol. This is not satisfactory as the patrol should be on the fishing M

S

especially when the purse seinme boats %mgg& i o

1ot ammnal
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CoOPY SR L A SIS

A report of operstions in the Port Moller district for the season G2 1926.
By Pred G. Morton.

This report deals with operations in commection with the enforcement of
the Alaska Fisheries laws and with the survey of the spawning areas of this
distrioct.

A dory with outboard motor was used for salmon patrol. This mode of patrel
is not practical in this district as the fishing grounds are exposed to heavy
seas coming in from the Bering Sea. Camp was established at Bear River for
several days at the beginning of the season but had to be abandoned as this
afforde but a limited view of fishing operations. It is impossible to enter
Bear iver except at certain stages of the tide. VWhile camped at Bear River
prohibditive markers were erected designating closed waters at Bear and Sandy
rivers. V¥hen weather gonditions would net permit the use of the dory, the
writer was able to visit the fishing grounds on the local cannsry tenders,

The writer wishes at this time to expreoss his appreciation for the assist-
ance, cooperation and many courtesies axtended him by the logal packers and
thelr employees.

RUE OF SALMON

The firet fish of the season was captured on the 1llth of June, At this
date the cateh was very small and indicstions were poor. There was a steady in-
crease in the run until the morning of June 29, at which date a tremendous run xke
struck along the coastline between Bear and Sandy rivers, the fish however, were &
not in schools and several hauls were requirad to load the seine boats, Ome of
the cammeries immediately placed their purse seine boats on a 7,500 limit. This
run lasted until the night of July 1, and them took a decided drop on the 2nd and
3rd, increasing steadily until July 9th and 10th, at which time it reached about
the same high level as the first run. From July 11 the run slackened gradually
until August 4th whem the last trap was 1ifted. The wajority of the fishing for
the season was done along the beach between Eear and Sandy rivers.

Red salmon were in evidence on June 11, wher the first fish were taken, At
this time about 70 per cent of the catch were red salmon, the percentage increas-
ing gradumally until June 29th, at this date about 95 per cent of the run were
red salmon. PFrom June 29 the percentage dropped steadily until the end of the
season, &t which time the percentage of reds was 85,

The Kings were in evidence from the begimming of the season up to and in-
cluding July 27, when the last Iings were reported.

The Chum or Deg salmon run started on June 18th and a steady increase was
noted up to and ineluding July 10th, from that date the cium run slagkemed until
the end of the season.

The seine boats were in operation from Jume 10th until July 20, when all
but two boats left for Puget Sound. The remaining two were to fish until the

g
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25th of July but on account of heavy seas on the fishing grounds they never at-
tempted & haul after the 20th. During the season the seine boats lost three
days of fishing or account of stormy weather and on three occasions the wed
crews were unable to reach the traps for closing. The traps, however, were
closed an additiona)l 36 hours to make up for the time they were fished., The
Iear River trap is exposed to VWesterly seas end a heavy sea sometimes washes
over the cappings, at such times it is impossible t¢ approach the trap.

ESCAPEMERT

The writer in company with two natives, as packers, left Port loller on
the meening of iugust 1, for the purpose of obtaining an estimate of the salmon
ir the various spawning areas in the district. Leaving the Pacific imerican
Pisheries Caxnmery the party wallked the beach to Bear River village. 4 bidarka
was obtained at the village for the trip wp the river and for use on the lake.

As the water in the lower part of the river was mmddy, it would be impos-
gible to estimate intelligently the mamber of salmon ascending the river., The
few fish that were seen jumping proved to be Silver or Uohc ealmon, At the
outlet of the lake the salmon were seen in large schools. This condition was
poobably due to the heavy seas on the lake. The salmon were noted to leave the
lake and drop back into the river when there was a heavy sea on the lake, re-
turning again to the lake immediately after the storm had passed.

Leaving the outlet of the lake the right hand shore was followed., In
this way it was possidble to obtain an estimate of the salmon along the lake
shores as well as of the selmon in the streams. Following herewith is a list
of the stireams and their estimates:

Cresk No. 1 Along shores in vicinity of stream 1,000
In the stream 300
Creek No., 2 Along shores in vicinity of stream 3,000
In the stream 500
Creek Ho. 3 Along shores in vicinity of streem 20,000
(This is a glacial stream. No fish seen in
stream)
Iear River At outlet of the lake 70,000
bear Lake Along shores of lake 10,000
]
Total salmon estimate for Bear River watershed 104,800

Kote. led salmon alone included in est imate.

Upbn completion of Rear Lake survey packe were assembled end the party
left for Sandy Lake. This trip, however, had te be abandoned as it was im-
possible to cress Cole cresk. After several sttempis were made to cross the
stream the party returned to Bear Lake. A bidarke was used as a means of
transportation from Iear Lake to Port Meller, arriving at the Pacific American
Fisheries canmmery, rPort Moller, on the morning of August 5.



STATISTICS POl SEASOF OF 1986
Ten purse seine boats, five gill net boats and four traps were used for the
capture of salmon in this district for the season of 1926,
Gear used and cateh is as follows:

Operating for the Pacific American Fisheries

Fumber of seine boats employed 5
High Seine boa 64,3535
Low " " 54,959
Average for seine boats 58,406
Total catch for selne boats 292,031

Praps operating for Pacific imerican Fisheries

26~-218 No, 5 Bear “iver 67,134
26-215 Mo, 1 Port Moller 14,287
26-216 Fo. 2 Felson Lagoon

86-217 o 3 " " {combined) 102,141
Total cateh for Pacific imerican Fisheries 475,593

Operating for the Everett Packing Company

Fumber of seine boats 8
High seine boat 102,067
Low seine boat 27,302
Average for seine boats 56,776
Total cateh for seine boats 264,897

Cateh of gill nets operating for Everett Pkg. Co.-

Total for five nets operated at Nelson Lagoon : 9,113
Total cateh for Everett Packing Company 294,010

Catgh for distriet:

Pacific imeriecan Fisheries 476,593

Bverett Packing Company 294,010

769,505

Total cateh for Port Moller District 769,603
EECOMMENDATIONS

I would recommend that the Bureau furnish a launch for the patrol of this
district, As conditions were this year, the Warden had to depend on the use of
the cannery tenders when the weather would not permit the use of the dory furnished

for patrol. This is mot satisfactory as the patrel should be on the fishing grounds,

spec when purse seine boats are in operation. |
¢ mu e { ol amadl Pred G. Morben, Warden.
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A report of operations in the Port loller distriet for the season of 1926.

By Pred G. Morton.

This report deals with operations in commection with the enforcement of
the Alaska Pisheries laws and with the survey of the spawning arear of tnis
district.

A dory with outboard motor was used for salmon patrol. This mede of patrol
is not practical in this district as the fishing growsis are exposed to heavy
seas coming in from the Bering Sea. Camp was established at Fear River for
several days at the begimning of the season but had to be abandoned as this
affords but a limited view of fishing operations. It is impossible to enter
Beer River except at ocertain stages of the tide. "hile camped at Isar River
prohivitive markers were erected designating closed waters at Fear and “andy
rivers. Vhern weather conditions would net permit the use of the dory, the
writer was able to visit the fishing grounds on the loeal cannery tenders.

The writer wishes &t this time to express his appreciation for the assist-
ance, ccoperation and many courtesies extendod him by the local packers and
their employees.

HUR OF SALHOK

The first fish of the season was captured on the llth of June, At this

date the catch was very small and indications were poor. There was a steady in-
orease in the run until the morming of Juns 29, at which date a tremendous run Kkx
struck along the coastline between Bear and Sandy rivers, the fish however, were
not in schools and several hauls vere required to load the seine boats. One of
the canneries immediately plased their purse seine boats on a 7,600 1limit., This
run lasted until the night of July 1, and then took a decided drop on the 2nd and
3rd, increasing steadily umtil July 9th and 10th, at which time it reached about
the same high level as the first run. PFrom July 1l the run sluckened gradually
until August 4th when the last trap was lifted. The majority of the fishing for
the season was dons along the beach between Iear and Sandy rivers.

Red salmon were in evidence on Juns 11, when the first fish were taken, At
this time about 70 per cemnt of the ocatolh wers red salmon, the percentage increase
ing gradually until June 29th, at this date about 95 per cent of the run were
red salmon. “rom June 29 the percentage dropped steadily until the end of the
season, at which time the percentage of reds was 835,

The Kings were 'n evidence from the beginning of the season up to and ine-
cluding July 27, when the last Fings were reported.

The Chum or Dog salmon rum started on June 18thn and a steady increase was
noted uwp to and including July 10th, from that date the chum run slagkened until
the end of the season,

The seine boats wiure in operation from June 10th until July 20, when all
but $wo boats left for Puget Sound. The remaining two were to fish until the



25th of July tut om account of heavy seas on the fishing grounds they never ate
tempted & haul after the 20th. Iuring the season the seine boats lost three
days of fishing om aceount of stormy weather and on three occasions the webd
crews were unable to reach the traps for closing. The traps, however, were
closed an additional 3¢ houwrs to make up for the time they were fished. The
Sear River trap is exposed to Westerly seas and a heavy sea sometimas washes
over the cappings, at such times it is impossible %o approach the trap.

ESCAPEMERT

The writer in company with two natives, as packers, left Port Meller on
the mewning of August 1, for the purpose of obiaining an estimate of the salmen
in the various spawning areas in the district. Leaving the Pacific imerican
Pisheries Cammery the party walked the beach to Eear River village. A bidarka
was obtained at the village for the trip up the river amnd for use on the lake,

A8 the water in the lower part of the river was mmddy, it would be impos-
sible to estimate intelligemtly the mumber of salmon ascending the river. The
few 7ish that were seen Jumping proved to be Silver or Cohc salmon. At the
outlet of the lake the salmon were seen in large schools. This condition was
peodably due to the hesvy seas on the lake, The salmen were noted to leave the
lake and drop back into the river when there was & heavy sea on the lake, ree
turning again to the laike immediately after the storm had passed.

Leaving the outlet of the lake the right hand shore was followed., In
this way it was possible to obtain an estimate of the salmon along the lake
shores &g wsll as of the salmor ir the streams. Tollowing herewith is a list
of the streams and their estimates:

Creek No. 1 Aleng shores in vicinity of stream 1,000
In the stream 300
Creek Fo. 2 Along shores in vicinity of stream . 3,000
In the stream 800
Creek Ho. 3 Along shores in vicinity of stream 20,000
(Tuis is a glascial stream. ¥o fish seem in
stream)
Iear iliver At outlet of the lake 76,000
lear Lalke Along shores c¢f lake 10,000
L}
Total salmen estimate for Iear Piver watershed 104,800

Fote. led salmon alome included in estimate.

Upbn completion of lear Leke survey packe were assembled and the party
left for Sandy Lake. This trip, however, had to bDe abandoned as it was im-
possible to ecross Cole creek. After several attempis were made to cross the
stream the party roturned to Fesr Lake. A bidarke was used as & means of
transportation from Bear Lake to Port Holler, arriving at the Pacific imerican
Fisheries cenmery, rPort lioller, on the morming of iugust O.



STATISTICS FOR SEASCH OF 1988
Ten purse seine boats, five gill net boates and r&rtmannwferthc
capture of salmen in this district for the season of 1926.
Gear used and cateh is as follows:
Operating for the Facific American Fisheries

Famber of seine doats employed 5
High Seine boat 64,353
Low " M 54,9569
Average for seine boats 58,406
Total cateh for seine bosts 292,081

Trape operating for Pacific American Fisheries

R6-218 ¥o, 5 Bear River 67,134
26-215 Wo. 1 Port Moller 14,287
26~216 Fo. 2 Welson Lagoon

26-217 Yo, 3 » " {combined! 102,141

Total satoh for Pasific American Fisheries 475,693

Operating for the Zverett Packing Company

Fumber of seine boats 4
High seine boat 102,067
Low seine boat : 27,302
Average for seins dboats B6,776
Total catoh for zeine doats 264,897
Cateh of gill mets cperating for iverett Fkg. Coe-
Total for five nets operated at Welson Lagoon 9,113
Total cate: for Lverett Packing Company 294,010
Cateh for district:
Pagific imerican Fisheries 475,608
Bverett Packing Company 010
~ Yoo
Total eateh for Port loller District 769,608
. HECOMMENDATIONS

I would recommend that the Burean furnish a launsch for the patrel of this
district. As conditions were this year, the Warden had to depend on the use of
the cmmmery tenders when the weather would net permit the wse of the dexy i

for patrol. This is not satisfactory as the patrel should be on the ,

mmmmmmmum




DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE PR EN

BUREAU OF FISHERIES l /&
NAKNEK

OPERATIONS IN BRISTOL BAY
DISTRICT OF ALASKA
SEASON OF

1926

Operations by the Bureau Of Fisheries in 3Bristol Bay,ilaske during the
season of 1926 consisted primarily of : the enforcement of the Alaska fisheries
laws and regulations, collection of data relating to the commercisl fishing and
packing of salmon, observation of the salmon run and escapement to the spawning
areas, construction and operstion of & salmon counting weir on the Ugashik
River, and the destruction of predatory fish and bira enemies of salmon. 411 work
was organized by Dennis Vinn,agent,slaska Service, and under his personal
supervision until the first of June after which the writer assumed charge. 4
report of our work is herewith respectiully submi.ted.

Our crew with the exception of one member was of necessity secured in the
states. It is the Bureau's policy to use as much local alaskan help as possible but
suitable men are not available in this district. Zguipment and supplies were
purchased in the states and transported north in the s ring together with our crew
by various cannery companys thet operate in Eristol Bay.

Transportation of men,supplies, and equipment was furnished by the different
cannery ships as follows :

North-bound : The 3S.North EKing of the Alaska Portland rackers Association
carried 6 men, grocery supplies, 1 launch and scow, oils and gasoline, and other
equipment from Portlend,Cregon. The SS.liemmon of the Columbia River Packérs
Association carried 3 men from Astoria,Oregon. ‘he SS.General Gorges of Libby
MeNeil & Libby carried 2 men from Seattle,/ashington. The Sch.letha lleilson of the
Alaska Packers Association carried 1 man from San Francisco,California. The Brk.
Ster Of Scotland of the Alaska Packers Association carried 4 men from San Francisco
California. The Brk.Star Of Zealand of the Alaska Packers Association carried J men
from Sen Francisco,California. The S9.Hyades of the Naknek Packing Company carried
1 man from San Francisco,California. The SS.lount Baker of the Red Balmon Canning
Compeany carried 1 man from San Francisco,California. The SS.rerry L.Smithers of the

NorthWestern Fisheries Company carried o0il, paint and equipment from Seattle,
Washington. '




South-bound : The SS.0orth Xing of the ilaska Portland Paokers
Association carried & men and empty oil and gasoline drums to Portland,Oregon.
The 5S.Kvichak of the Alaska Packers Association carried 1 man to San Francisco,
California. The Brk.Star Of Zealand of the Alaska Packers Association carried
1 man on the return trip to San Francisco,California. The SS.Hyades of the
Naknek Packing Company carried 1 men to San Francisco,California. The SS.Lemmon
of the Columbia River Packers Association carried 2 men to Astorisa,Oregon. The
SSl.General Gorges of Libby lMcNeil & Libby carried 2 men to Seattle,washington.
The SS.lount Baker of the Xed Salmon Canning Company carried 2 men to San
Francisco,Californiae. The SS.Perry L. _Smithers of the NorthWestern Fisheries
Company transported equipment to Seattle,Washington. The SS.0tsego of Libby
licNeil & Libby transported eguipment to Seattle,Vashington. Ten men made the
return trip to the states on the regular transportation steamers 5 going out via
Kanstak,Alaska and 5 via Iliamma Lake,Alaska.

OUTLINE OF OPERATIONS

Operations by the Bureau Of Fisheries in Bristol Bay during the season
of 1926 may be divided into J phases :

Pre-season gperations in which boats:-and equipment were put in order
for the seasons work, & salmon counting weir constructed and installed in the
Ugashik River and prohibitive markers placed to define all areas closed to
commercial fishing;

Mid-season operations in which fishery waters of the Bristol Bay district
were patrolled for the purpcse of inforcing the Alaska fisheries laws and
regulations, a:count made of all salmon passing through the weir on the Ugashik
River, data collected relating to the commercial catch and pack of salmon and
observabions made as to the escapement of salmon to the spawning grounds and;

Post-season operations in which boats and equipment were stored for the
winter, the counting of salmon through the weir on the Ugashik River completed,
the weir removed and stored for the winter and the work of destroying predatory
bird and fish enemies of the salmon carried on in Becherof Lake and the
Ugashik Lekes until the end of September.
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PRE~SEASON OPERATIONS

Upon arrival of the crew in the spring May 15 at the Buresu's marine
ways and headcuesrters at Nakmnek,Alaska, boats were launched, eguipment snd
supplies assembled and crews sent out on different details.

CONSTRUCTION AND INSTALLATION OF WEIR AT UGASHIK,ALASKA:

A party of 10 men consisting of Henry lMcFadden, foremen, Chearles Turuer,
Arthur Larsen, Clarence Olsen, Henry Looff, John Monson, Robert Larsen, P.E.
Hamm, snd Z.V.Hurt together with material, eguipment and supplies were
dispatched May 25 to Ugashik,Alaska for the purpose of construsting and
installing a salmon counting weir on the Ugashik River. The trip was mede on
the patrol boats "§cgter" and "Number-8" leaving Naknek,Alaska at 10 &.m. and
arriving at Wigashik on the Ugashik River at 11:30 &.m. ley 26, Ugashik 16 miles

ebove the moulth of the river was as far as it was possible to proceed with

the "Scoter" and it was necessary to transport men, materisl equipment and
supplies the remaining 35 miles up river to the weir site on & sm2ll scow

towed by "Number-8". Both scow and boat were built specielly for this work and
d4d good service. Two trips were necessery to transport men,camp eguipment and
supplies which were completed eand cemp esteblished at the weir site May 28,

The work of transporiing material up the riwer from Ugashlk to the weir site
was cerried on by part of the crew while the remasinder took up the construction
and installation of the weir. The construction and Installation of the weir wes
_completed June 20 and all but & members of the crew were transferred from this
detail to patrol duty in the different sections of Bristol Bay for the
conmercial fishing season.

IOCATION OF WEIR:

The location of the weir wzs selected by Dennis Wimm,Agent,Alaska Service,
during the spring of 1925. It is on the upper Ugashik River roughly 50 miles wup
river from Bristol Bay. At thils point, which is about 1 mile below the outlet of
the first Ugashik Lake into the Ugashik River, the river is 770 feet in width
and has an average depth of 3 feet. The bottom is gravel covered and the water
is perfectly clear. The largest tides from Bristol Bay barely reach the weir
site. Immediately below the weir site the river widens into a shallow mud bottom
lagoon in which the water becomes discolored making it impractical to install
the weir below the lagoon.

DESCRIPTION OF WEIR:

Starting at a point between & small grass island and & small brush island
Jjust below the mouth of the lower finger on the east hank of the Ugashik River
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above the lagoon; a 6 foot wire netting fence runs west 350 feet to tripod numbser
20. This section of the river is shallow and the wire netting is hung on a 2" by
8" belting supported by 4'" by 4" posis driven and spaced 10 feet apart. The weir
then continues west across the river for a distance of 360 feet with a pickest
fence placed on stringers supported by tripods. In this section there are 20
tripods spaced about 19 feet apart. The picket fence spans the main current of the
river and extends to within 40 feet of the west bank.The gap between tripod number
1l and the west bank of the river is closed by & wing or lead of wire netting 6 foot
deep hung on & rope and extends at an angle down river from tripod number 1 to the
west bank of the river. This wing 1s constructed to allow passage for boats up and
down the river and also acts as & lead to counting gates number 1 and number 2.
The wing is 60 feet in lenght.

Counting gates number 1 and number 2 are placed between tripods number 3
and number 4. Counting gate number 2 is placed between tripod number 7 and tripod
number 8. Counting gate number 4 is placed between tripods number 10 and number 1l.
Counting gate namber 5 is placed between tripods number 17 and number 1l8. Counting
gate number € is placed between tripod number 19 and tripod number 20.

When the work of constructiorn and installation of the weir at Ugashik
was completed June 20 Henry McFadden, P.E.Hamm and Robert Larsen were detailed t©
operate the weir during the salmon run and the remainder of the men were
transferred to other rivers of Bristol Bay for patrol duty.

EREPARATION FOR PATROL:

On June 1 patrolman Erric Femno with patrol boat "Bumber 3" was towed by
the "Scoter" from the Bureau's station at Naknek to Nushagak,Alaska leaving
Neknek at 8 a.ms and arriving at Nushagak at 6:30 p.me At Nushagak Fenno was
Jjoined on "Number-3" by W.J.Kelly and the period preceding the red salmon
fishing season was devoted to the work of placing prohivitive markers and
patrolloin the waters of the Mushagek section during the king salmon fishing
season June 3 to June 25. Nushagak was the only seation of Bristol Bay im which
‘he fishine of king salmon was carried on prior to the red salmon fishing season
June <5 at 6 a.m.
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PRE-SEASON OPERATIONS

Upon arrival of the crew in the spring liay 15 at the Bureau's marine
ways and headquarters at Naknek,Alaska, boats were launched, equipment and
supplies assembled and crews sent out on different details,

CONSTRUGTION AND INSTALLATION OF VEIR AT UGASHIK,ALASKA :

A party of 10 men consisting of Henry licFadden, foremen, Charles Turner,
Arthur Larsen, Clarence Olsen, Henry Looff, John lionson, hobert Lareen, P.E.
Hamm, C.,M,Hatton and Z.V.Hurt together with material, equipment and supplies
were dispatched liay 25 to Ugashik,Alaska for the purpose of constructing and
installing a2 salmon counting weir on the Ugashik River. The trip was made on
the patrol boats "Scoter" and "Number 8" leaving Naknek at 10 a.m. and
arriving at Ugashik on the Ugashik River at 11:30 a.,m. liay 26. Ugashik 16 miles
above the mouth of the river was as far as it was possible to proceed with the
"Scoter" and it was necessary to transport men, material, equipment and
supplies the remaining 35 miles up river to the weir site on a small scow towed
by "Number 8". Both scow and boat were built specially for this work and did
good service., Two trips were necessary to transport men, camp equipment and
supplies which were completed and camp established at the weir site May 28.
The work of transporting material up the river from Ugashik to the weir site
was carried on by part of the crew while the remainder began the construction
of the weir. The construction and installation of the weir was completed June
.20 _several days before the first salmon appeared. A detailed report by Henry |
licFadden on the construction, installation and operation of the weir will
appear elsewhere in this report.

When the work of construction and installation of the weir .at Ugashik
was completed June 20 Henry licFadden,P.E.Hamm and Robert Larsen were detailed
to operate the weir during the salmon run and the remainder of the men were
transfered to other rivers of Bristol Bay for patrol duty.

PREPARATION FOR PATROL :
1

on June/patrolmen Erric Fenno with patrol boat "Number 3" was towed by
the "gooter" from the Bureau's station at Nakmek to Nushagak,Alasks leaving
Naknek at & 2.m. and arriving at Nushagak at 6:30 p.me. At Nushagek Fenno was
Jjoined on"Number3g§" by W.J.Kelly and the period prece#ding the red salmon
fishing season weas devoted to the work of placing prohivitive markers and
patrolling the waters of the Nushagak section during the king salmon fishing
season June 3 to June 25. Nushagak was the only section of Bristol Bay in
which the fishing of King sakmon was carried on prior to the red salmon

" fishing season June 26 at 6 a.ms
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Gus Severson and Arthur Mesford Nakmek patrolmen were deteiled during
the period preceding the opening of the red salmon fishing season to the
work of erecting prohibitive markers on the Kvichak River and assisting with
the work at the Bureau's marihe ways at Naknek of placing #me patrol boats in
condition for patrol duty. Arthur Izett, Ivan lierchant and Hector licAllister
were detailed during this time to work at the Bureszu's marine ways where
buildings were painted, grounds cleaned up and an excavation made for the
placing of a bunk scow to be used for a2 store room.

Other members of the Bristol Bay crew were Alf Christemsen, patrolmsn,
who acted as deckhand on the "Scoter" until the opening of the red salmon
fishing season; the regular crew of the"Scoter" Joe Paulsean, captain, William
Shaw, engineer, and A.lM.Gastineau,cook who were on that detail a2ll season§
Dennis Winn, in charge of operations and the writer who assumed charge of
operations after June 1l.

On June 16 Fatrol boat "Number 4" in charge of Hector lcAllister,
Igushik patrolman was towed from the Bureau's Naknek station to Nushagak
leaving Naknek at 8 a.m. and arriving at Nushagak at 6 p.m. where "Number 4"
was outfitted with provision and fuel for patrol duty. On June 18 and 19
"Number 4" was towed from Nushagek to Igushik and established on patrol duty
for that section. This towing was done by the "Scoter" leaving Nushagak June
18 at 10 pems and arriving at Igushik June 19 at 8 a.m.

On June 22 and 23 patrol boats "Number 5" and "Number 6" were towed
by the "Scoter" from the Bureau's station at Nakmek to Ugashik leaving Naknek
June 22 at 8 a.ms and arriving at Ugashik June 23 at 9 acme At Ugashik C.M.
Hatton was placed in charge of "Number 6" with Arthur Larsen as assistant and
John Monson was placed in charge of "Number 5" with Z.V.Hurt as assistant.
"Number 5" and MNumber 6" were detailed to patrol the Ugashik section during -
the red salmon fishing season.

On June 24 Clarence Olsen was established on patrol of the Egegik
section with a row boats A tent was set up on the beach to serve as living
quarters.

On June 25 Henry Looff was placed in charge of patrol boat "Number 1"
with Charles Turner as assistant and detailed to the patrol of the Kvichak
section. June 25 was spent at the Bureau8s station at Neknek outfitting with
provisions and fuel and on June 26 "Number 1" proceeded to Kvichak under her

oun power.,

On June 25 Alf Christemsen was placed in charge of patrol boat "Number
2" with Ivan lerchant as assistant and assigned to the patrol of the Nakmek
section, On the same day patrol boat "Number 7" in charge of Gus Severson wigh
drthur liesford as assistant was detailed to the patrol of waters between Naknek
and the Kvichak section.
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lr.0.B.Millet of Iliamma Lake,Alaska was engagea with his launch for
patrol duty during the red salmon fishing season. lr.Millet reported for
duty July 1 and was detailed to the patrol of the Kvichak section.

VID-SEASON OPERATIONS

PATROL

9 launches and 1 row boat were used in the patrol of the waters of
Bristol Bay during the fishing season of 1926. These boats cruised & total
distance of 11,546 miles. In carrying on this work a total of 2,546 galloms
of gasoline and 78 gallons of lubricating oil were used. There were & cases_
of violation of the Alaska fisheries laws re orted and tried before the local
U.S.Commissioner's courty 2 of which wererwégu and operated independently by
local Alasksns and the other by Libby licNeil & Libby. Our patrol fleet was
assigned to the various sections of Bristol Bay a&s follows:

Patrol boats "Numver 5" and "Number 6" Ugashik River and Bay; 1 row
boat with 1 men on Egegik River; patrol boat "Number 2" on Naknek River,;
patrol boat "Number 7" on Kvichsk Bay between Naknek and Koggiung; patrol boat
"Niimber 1" and launch of O.B.Millet on Kvichak River; patrol boat "Number S
on Nushagak Bay and River; patrol boat "Jumber 4" on fgushik River and the
patrol boat "Scoter" on all waters of Bristol Bay.

In conjunction with the work of Hatrol,data was collected relating to
the extent of fishing operations and the run of salmon in the different rivers
of Bristol Bay. & total of 909 fishing boats were operated by the cannerys.
In addition 36 fishing boats were operated by independ.ant fishermen,local whiteS
and natives, who owned the boats and gear and sold their catch to the different
camnerys. 100 stake nets were operated by local whites and natives 20 of which
were for commercial purposes and their catéh sold to the cammerys’'emd the

remainder were for local food and dog feed.

The first red salmon began to gppear in all rivers of Bristol Bay on June,
Bth, Native stake nets began catching red salmon on that date and took fair
“numbers during the period preceding the opening of the commercial fishing season
June 26 but nothing even slightly apppoaching & run occurpdd during that time,
An outline of the run of salmon in the different rivers of Bristol Bay during
the fishing season follows:

EVICHAK RIVER

At the opening,June 26 at 6 a.m., few fish were in evidence and catches
were light. The escapement during the weekly closed period of June 26 at 6 p.m.
until June 28 at 6 a.m. was smell as few fish were running. On June 28 when
fishing was resumed catches were smell and few fish were in evidence., This
condition continued until the begimning of the weekly closed period July 3 at
6 peme
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On July 4 & heavy run struck in and a good escapement took place
during the weekly closed period of July 3 at 6 p.m. until July 5 at 6 a.m.

When fishing was resumed on July 5 large catches were made., The run
continued heavy on July 6 and the cannerys placed their boats on & limit,

On July 7 and 8 it was noticed that the run had fallen off a little and the
cannerys took their boats off limite On July 9 the run increased again to
very heavy. On July 10 the run fell off to light and continmed light during
the weekly closed period of July 10 at 6 pem. until July 12 at 6 aom.

When fishing was resumed on July 12 a heavy run struck in and continued
heavy on July 13 but fell off a little on July l4. On July 15 the run fell off
to light and continued light until the end of the season July 23 at 6 pem.

During the heavy run almomt the entire catch consisted of red salmon,
When the last heavy run was over July 15 a steady increase in the percentage
of chum salmon was noticed in the catch until July 21 when fully 40 percent
of the catches were chum salmon, the remainder consisting of nearly all red
salmon with a few humpbb,c.k and silver.

NAKNEK RIVER

On the opening date catches were for the most part small and few fish
were noticed jumping in the river. -

On June 27 a good run struck into the river and a good escapement
occurred during the weekly closed period of June 26 at 6 Pem. until June 28 at
6 aeme

On June 28 when fishing was resumed good catches were reported from the
outer fishing grounds in the vicinity of the mouth of the Egegik River but few
fish were in evidence around the mouth of the Naknek River. Continuation of
good fishing was reported from the outer fishing grounds for June 29,and 30
and July 1 and 2 with few fish in evidence around the mouth 0f the Naknek River.
On July 3 2 heavy run struck in and a heavy escapement ocourred during the
weekly closed period of July 3 at 6 peme until July 5 at 6 a.m.

' When fishing was resumed July 5 the heavy run was still on and on July
6 the cannerys began to fly limit flags. The run continued heavy until July 13
on which date few fish were in evidence around the mouth of the Naknek River
although good catches were reported by Naknek boats fishing in the upper Kvichak
Bay waters. A heavy escapement took place during the weekly closed ‘period from
July 10 at 6 pems until July 12 at 6 a.m.

On July 14 few fish were in evidence and catches were small, This
condition continued until July 19 when a small run of fish appeared. A fair
escapement occurred during the weekly closed period July 17 at 6 p.m. until July
19 at 6 pems

When fishing was resumed on July 19 at 6 peme the last small run was over
and very light catches were reported. This condition continuod until the end of
the season.

EGEGIK RIVER

and continue heavy until July 10 on which date & slight falling 0ff was noticed.
Pew fish were in evidence on July 11 but on July 12 a heavy run ms again on

Which continued until July 20.
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On July 20 the run of fish fell off to almost nothing which condition
continued until the end of the season,
The esca.pement of salmn up the ‘?gegik River was enormous. /

L Rt i i §
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UGASHIK RIVER

On the opening date June 26 very few fish were in evidence and catches
were small, all fishing being carried on outside of the river north of Cape
Greig. Very few fish were noticed during the weekly closed period June 26 at
6 pem. until June 28 at 6 a.m.

On June 28 most of the fishing fleet was laying to anchor on account of
rough weather. On June 29 catches were small with no fish in evidence in the
river. On June 30, July 1,2 and 3 good catches were maede on the fishing grounds
north of Cape Greig but very few fish amgared in the river. During the weekly
closed period July 3 at 6 pem. until July 5 at 6 a.m. a fair ‘escapement took
place,

On July 5 fishing was resumed by most of the fishing fleet on the
grounds north of Cape Greige. Good catches were reported and it was evident
that a good run of fish was entering the river. On July 6 and 7 a heavy run of
fish entered the river. On “July 8 the run into the river fell off to light but
good catches were reported from the outside fishing g‘ounds. This condition
continued until July 13 when & heavy run struck in, The run continued heavy
until July 16 when it became apparent thet the run was falling off. On July 17
and 18 the run continued to fall off, On July 19 very few fish were in evidence

'\ which condition continue until the end of the sessom.

The commercial catch of salmon in the Egegik section during the season / "
was 885,667 salmon, At the time of the last Fepdft from the weir at Ugashik, /

August 4 over 800,000 red salmon had been oounted through.

P — RO Tt

NUSHAGAK RIVER

On June 26 the opening of the red salmon fishing season very few fish
were in evidence and only light catches were reported. During the weekly closed
period June 26 at 6 p.m., until June 28 at 6 a.m. a_fair escapement took place.

On June 28 immediately following the opening of fishing & heavy run of
fish struck in on the Flounder Flat fishing grounds and heavy catches were
reported. This run appeared only on Flounder Flat and no large catches were
reported from any other quarter on this date. On July 29 the run was again
light in all querters and only fair catches were reported. This condition
continued until July 3 when a heav'y run again struck in on Flounder Flat,
Several boats delivered 3000 fish on that day from the morning when the run
started until 6 p.ms the beginning of the weekly closed period. 4 hea
escagpement took plaoe dnring the weekly closed period July 3 at 6 pems until

July 5 a @M,
When fishing was resumed July 5 it was reported that the run was again

li@t on the outer fishing grounds but ‘good catches were made on the upper
ﬁshing g:rmmds. On July 6 a good run of fish set in and continued until July
15 when & noticsble decline in the run was epparente On July 16 considerable
numbers of humpback salmon began to appear with the red salmon, No heavy run
of red salmon agppes.red after July 15 but good catches were made up to the e end N

of the season.
MM'””N
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IGUSHIK RIVER

At the opening of the season catches were small and no salmon were
noticed in the river. During the weekly closed period of June 26 at 6 pem.
until June 28 at 6 z.m. 2 few fish were seen jumping in the river.

On June 28 when fishing wes resumed light cestches were reported and

and 2 the run was again slack. On July 3 a heam;un of fish began and a
good escapement took place during the weekly closed pariod of July 3 at 6 peme
until July 5 at 6 a.m.

On July 5 when fishing was again resumed the heavy run was still on.
The run of fish continued heavy until July 14 when it was noticed that the run
was falling off. On July 15,16 and 17 fair catohes were made but it was noticed
that the heavy run was over. 4 fair escgpement ocourred during the weekly
closed period of July 17 at 6 pem. until July 19 at 6 p.m.

When fishing was resumed on July 19 few fish were in evidence and catches
were small. This condition continued until the end of the season.

While carryimg on the work of patrolling the waters of Bristol Bay
observations were made as to the extent of the escapement of salmon to the
spawiﬁng grounds especially during the weekly closed periods. 4s a result of
these observations we feel _that the escapement on all rivers of the Bristol Bay
district was heavy, e o o

Exploratory fishing operations were carried on by the Alaska Packers

Association in the Togiak section of the Bristol Bay district. For this purpose

the Sche lietha Neilson was towed to Togiak Bay and anchored off the north end of
Ha.gemeister Islend and used as & salmon salting station. Two fishing boats were
transferred from the Alaska Packers Associationf's allotment in the Nushagak section
to carry on fishing operations in Togiak. Fish were also bougit from independent
native fishermen' who operated 2 fishing boats. 411 fishing was carried on by
drift gill nets and great difficulty was er,persanced in effectively using this
type of gear on account the clear waters of this section and abundance of rockse
The writer was unable to ound to this section during the fishing ‘season but made
1 trip after the end of the fishing season. Fishermen# state that a fair run of
red and chum salmon passed up the Togiak River during the ﬂshing season. 210
barrels 6f salmon were salted of which I70 barrels were reds and 40 barrels were

e —

cHUmSs .

In conjunction with the work of patrol, data was collected relating to the
total pack of salmon. 4 table showing the total pack of all camnerys &n the
different sections of the Bristol Bay district during the season of 1926 follows:
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TOTAL SALMON PACK IN BRISTOL BA? DISTRICT, ALASKA DURING THE
SEASON OF 1926 BY EACH COMPANY AND CANNERY IN CASES AND BARRELS.

DIAMOND KC.
DIAMOND J.
DIAMOND X.
DIANMOND M.
DIAMOND NN,
DIAMOND E,
DIAMOND U,

METHA NEILSON

IGUSHIK
EKEUK
NUSHAGAK
LIBBYVILLE
GRAVEYARD
BRANCH RIVER
EGEGIK

SNAG POIRT
NAKNEK

NUSHAGAK

NAKNEK

CARLISLE

EQUAW CREEK

WOOD RIVER

BRISTOL BAY PK.

HALE CREEK

ReS4C.CO.
ReS84CeCO,
N.P. CO.

ALABKA PACKERS ASSOCIATION
NUSHAGAK 25,000 cases
KVICHAK 62,58¢ N
KVICHAK 59,630 u
NAKNEK 90,700 “
NAKNEK ?1, 000 "
EGEGIK 42,808 "
UGASHIK 24,414 "
TOGIAK

4,481, 39 ceses

LIBBY MCNEIL AND LIBBY
IGUSHIK
NUSHAGAK GIVEN
NUSHAGAK TOGHETHER 81,767 cases
NAKNEK 48,252 "
KVICHAK 72,116 .
KVICHAK BT, 339 "
EGEGIK 38,000 "

2,724.74 ceses

ALASKA PORTLAND PACKERS ASSOCIATION
NUSHAGAK 49,000 cases
NAKNEK 62,000 "

1,110,000 cases

NORTHWESTERN FISHERIES COMPANY
NUSHAGAK 40,250 cases
NAKNEK 49,731 "

CARLISLE PACKING COM

29, 81

ceses

PANY

KVICHAK 41,994 cases

ATLANTIC AND PACIFIC

KVICHAK 48,165 cases

ALASKA SALMON COMPANY

NUSHAGAK 38,000 cases
CO.NAKNEK 119,863 ceases

KVICHAK

1,597. 63 cases

NAKNEK PACKING COMPANY

UGASHIK 20,000 cases

NAKNEK 38,224 "

BEAKNEK 67,658 .

_/m cases

600 BBLce

210 BBLS.

810 BBLS.

1,150 BBLS.

850 BBLE.

2800 BBLS.

620 BBL&e

620 BBLS.
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COLUMBIA RIVER PACKERS ASSOCIATION
CREEK CANNERY NUSHAGAK 87,735 cases
INTERNATIONAL PACKING COMPANY

SANTA FLAVIA UGASHIK 21,437 cases

DESTRUCTION OF PREDATORY BIRDS AND FISH:

The Bureau's different patrol crews were issued shotguns and ammunition
for the purpose of destroying terns and a total of 1,216 were killed during the
season. On account of the comstruction and installation of the salmon counting
weir on which most of our men were needed no work was undertaken on predatory
fish during our pre-season operations. During our mid-season operations all of
our men were engaged on patrol duty and the operation of the salmon counting
weir. At the close of the commercial fishing season a crew was made up and sent
to Becherof Lake for a survey of the salmon spawning grounds of that district
and to destroy predatory fish on the salmon spawning grounds. A crew continued
the counting of salmon through the weir at Ugashik until the end of the run. The
weir was then removed and stored for the winter and the crew proceeded to the
headwaters of the Ugashik Lakes where it was joined by the Becherof Lake crew§
and the destruction of predatory fish was carried on until September 18, After
storing all eguipment for the winter the partiy proceeded Sepiember 19 to Kenataks
Alaska where the SS.Starr was boarded for the return trip to the states. The party
reached Seattle,Bashington October 4. As a result of operations by the Becherof
Lake and Ugashik Lakes crew a total of 19,687 dolly varden trout were destroyed on
salmon spawning groungs of Becherof Lake and the Ugashik lLakes.

POST~SEASON OPERATIONS

When the commercial fishing season was over inm Bristol Bay July 23 all patrol
boats were towed to the Bureau's station at Naknek,Alaska and hauled up on the
marine ways for the winter. Engines were greased and conditioned for the winter.
4ll eguipment not needed for fall operations were transported to the station at
Naknek and stored.

Gus Severson,Brshur lesford,William Shaw and A.M. Gastineau were occupied
with the work of storing and conditioning boats and eguipment for the winter and
removing the marine ways from the water until until August 20 and then proceeded
to the states via Iliamma lLake and the regular transportation steamerse.

Joe Paulsean was detailed to remain in Bristol Bay during to winter to act
as watchman at the Bureau's Nakmek station.

The remainder of the Bureau's Bristol Bay crew returned to the stated on the
different cannery ships as shown elsewhere in this report.
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COLUMBIA RIVER PACKERS ASSOCIATION

CREEK CANNERY NUSHAGAK 37,735 cases
INTERNATIONAL PACKING COMPANY

SANTA FLAVIA UGASHIK 21,437 cases

DESTRUCTION OF P B AND FI

The Bureaus different patrol crews were issued shotguns and ammunition
for the purpose of destroying tern} and a total of 1,200 were killed during the
season. On account of the construction and installation of the salmon counting
weir on which work most of our crew was needed no work on predatory fish was
undertaken during our pre-season operationse During our mid-season operations
all of our men were engaged on patrol duty and the operation of the salmon counting
weir, At the close of the fishing season crews were made up and sent to Becherof
Lake and the Ugashik Lakes for the purpose of destroying predatory fish on the
salmon spawning grounds, It is the intention to carry on this phase of the work

until late in the fall, 4 report of these operatéons will be attached to this report

when the work is oompleted.

POST~SEASON OPERATIONS

When the commercial fishing season was over July 23 all patrol boats were
towed to the Bureau's station at Naknek,Alaska and hauled up on the marine ways

for the winter, Engines were greased and conditioned for the winter. All equipment
“not needed for fall operations wes® transported to Khe station at Nakmek and stored,

On July 31 at 4 peme Henry Looff and Clarence Olsen with supplies and equipmemnt
left Egegik,Alaska for Becherof La.ke for the purpose of destroying predatory fish
on the salmon spauming grounds during the fall months.

Henry McFadden,Erric Fenno and Alf Christensen were detailed to continue the Z
operat}gg_'of the weir at Ugashik until the end of the salmon run and then to
remove and store the weir Tor the winter. The crew wes then to proceed to the

Ugashik Lakes for the purpose of destroying predatory fish on the salmon spawning
grounds. Both the Becherof lake crew and the Ugashik Lake crew are to proceed to the
states via Kanatak,Alaska during the later part od September,

Gus Severson, Arthur Mesford, William Shaw and A.l.Gastineau were occupied
with the work of storing a.n_d conditioning boats and equipment for the winter and
removing the marine ways from the water until August 20 and then proceeded to

Iliamna La.k:é‘”té Join ennis Ninn on a survey of the spawning areas of that
districte

e /
Joe Paulsean was detailed to remain in Bristol Bsy during the winter to :
ast as watohmn et the Bureau's ‘Naknek station. - 4 /

!he remainder of the Bureau's Bristol Bay crew proceeded to the states
on t/hﬁ different cannery ships.

WM&/Z/
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The following is a report of operations by the Becherof Lake crew dealing
with the destruction of predatory fish and the escapement of salmon to the
spawning grounds in the Becherof lLake district,by H.B.Looff.

On July 31 at 4 p.m. Henry Looff and Clarence Olsen with supplies and
equipment in an 18 foot cod fidh dory left Egegik,Alaska for the Becherof Lake
district for a survey of the salmon spawning grounds and the destruction of
predatory fish. Enroute up the Egegik River a stop was made at the rapids just
below the outlet of Becherof Leke and measurements were made for a salmon
counting weir location. The party then proceeded to Becheroff lzke aznd the head
of Little Becherof Lake. Along the way stops were made at tributary streams that
enter Becherof Leke and Little Becherof Lake and the number of salmon noted.
Crooked Creek at the head of Little Becherof Lake was reached August 2 where carp
was established and work on predatory fish started. Fisuing fov dolly verden trout
in the streams that enter the head of Little Becherof proved poor due to the great
number of salmon and the vast amount of salmon spawn in the creeks. Operations were
moved August 13 Ugashik Creek a tributery of the Ugzeshik Lskes where good results
were had. On Septerber 7 the Ugeshik Crew Jolned the Becherof Lake crew at Ugashik
Creek and started fishing operations. On September 8 the the Becherof leke crew
returned to the Becherof Lake district for a further survey of the salmon spawning
grounds., On September 18 camp was broken and September 19 the party proceeded to

Kanatak,Alaska for the trip to the states.

ESCAPEMENT OF SALNON TO BECHEROF LAKE SPAVNING GROUNDS:

The escapement of salmon to the Becherof lakes this season proved to be the
largest one the writer has had occasion to see and is thought to be the largest
for meny years,judging from reports received from the oldest resident natives.

They report that never before had they seen salmon in such numbers, especially in
Bécherof Leke proper. The large numbers of fidh seen there is thought to be due

to the crouded conditions in the large Narrows and Little Becherof ILake.

All streams passed enroute to our intended base camp at the head of Little Becherof
Lake were found to be lit$eraly choaked with salmon. In the streems and at their
mouths the salmon were in such large numbers that thousands were being crouded out
of the water and being killed thereby,On arrival at Crooked Creek we found the same
conditions prevailing there also. An atiempt was made to make an estimate of the
number of salmon ascending this stream but we gave it up as a hopeless taske The
Writer feels confldent that{ fully 10 millions of s2lmon ascended the Egegik River
this season. '

QPERATIONS ON PREDATORY FLSH;

4 brief survey was made of several streams in Little Becherof lake. No hopes
of finding someplace where operations on trout could be carried on with some degree
of success. But few trout were to be seen and due to the horde 8 of selmon in the
streams predatory work here was given up as a hopeless task. The writer walked to
Ugashik Creek draining into th Ugashik Lakes to brospect for teout there., Here the
selmon were found im much smaller numbers and the trout plentiful, Arrangements

were made with the caretaker of the Associated 011 Companys Cemp for the use of one
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of their buildings on Ugashik Creek. lMr.Evens of Kenatak,Alaske had purchased
all supplies left by the Associmted 0il Company . These supplies were at the
0il camp. Arrangements were made with Mr.Evens by which we drew supplies from
him at Ugashik Creek and payed them back B0 him from our stores at Becherof
Lake. This arrangement saved us the cost of freighting supplies to Ugashik
Creek. Operations on trout were at once started. Hand lines were redorted to
with excellent results. Good catches were made throughout our stay at
Ugashik Creek fSugubé# 13 until September 8., After the Ugashik crew had Jjoined
ours and had been instructed as to the best method of predatory work the
writer and assistant returned to Becherof Lake to make & survey of the
spawning grounds there and to prepare our boats for winter storage. We were
Joined by the Ugashik Party on September 16, The entire party left Becherof
Lske on September 19 for Kanatak,Alasks where we caught the SS.Starr on
September 24, Arrived at Seattle,Vashington October 4.

The season catch of predatory fish by the Becherof Lake crew was 14,037.
36 only of these were taken in Becherof waters;the rest in Ugashik Creek.
Egulpment was stored for the winter in care of lir.Frank Stevens at Becherof
Lake,

Dolly Varden trout were found spawning from the later part of August
until the later part of September. Invaribly they were spawning in the small
side streams of the main streams and in most cases near their source.

COUNT OF SALMON ITHROUGH THE UGASHIK WEIR:

The counting og salmon throught the weir during the commercial fishing
season was carried on by Henry lcFadden,foreman, P.E.Hamm and Robert Larsen.
At the end of the commercial fishing season P.E.Hamm and Robert Larsen were
replaced by Erric Fenno and Alf Christensen and the weir was operated until
the end of the salmon run August 1l2. The first salmon passed through the
weir on June 15 before all of the counting gates were completed. From that
date until the 12 of August salmon appeared at the weir steadily and passed
through the counting gates readily. At no time was there crouding below the
weir. The following table shows the day by day comnt of salmon by specie that
passed through the weir during the season.

Month Date Reds Chums Pinks Kings Cohoes
June . . e 16 o . . 5

" . » * 16 L] ® * 4

" L L] L] 17 N L ] L] 0

" . - L] 18 * » L ] 72

" L d L] L] 19 L ] » L ] 9

" L ] . L] 20 L] L ] L ] g 1

" L] » L ] 21 » - > 56? -

" L] * . 22 L ] L] L] “2

" L] L] L d 23 L L] L] ?2 5

" . L] L] 24 L L] L 170

" L * L] 25 . . L ] 0

" » L . 26 L ] . L] 4‘1
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RENOVAL AND STORAGE OF VEIR FOR WINTER:

On August 12 the work of dismantling the weir was started. All meaterisl was
taken ashore and stored for the winter on the west bank of the river. The scow .
was teken out of the water on the west bank, turned over and covered with canvass.
411 tools were taken down river to Ugashik and stored for the winter at the canmery
of the Red Salmon Camming Company. All work at the weir was completed August 25 and
at 11340 on that date the Ugzashik crew broke camp &t the weir site and started on
the trip to the headwaters of the Ugashik lakes for the purpose of destroying
predatory fish on the salmon spawning grounds.

OPERATIONS ON PREDATORY FISH BY UGASHIK CREW:

On August 25 at 3:30 pem. the party reached the rzpids between the upper
Ugashik Lake @nd lower Ugashik Lake where camp was established. Here fishing for
Dolly Varden trout was carried on with good results until August 29 when camp
was moved to to the mouth of Ugashik Creek 2 tributary stream that enters the
head of the upper Ugashik Lake, August 30 to September 6 was devoted to moving
equipment from the mouth of Ugashik Creek,up Ugashik Creek to the camp of the
Becherof Lake crewe. On September 7 fishing for dolly varden trout was started in
Ugashik Creek with hand line. Results were excellent and were continued until
September 16 when eculpment was stored and the trip to Kenstak,Alasks was started
for transportation to the states. 4s a result of our operations 5,650 dolly verden
trout were destroyed on the salmon spawning grounds of the Ugashik Lakes by the
Ugashik crewe

Respectfully,

caA

Warden,Alaska Service.
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Commisgioner of Fisheries,
Washington, D. C.

Sir:

There follows a summery of operations in the Cook Inlet District,
for the season 1926,

Departure for Cook Inlet from our winter quarters at Cordovs,
wes mede April 8th, on the U.S. F.S. Kittiwake. Enroute we called st Seward
where the vessel's fuel tanks were filled to cepacity with oile purchased
from the Standard Cil Company station. Leaving Seward April 10th, we arrived
et Seldovie, Cook Inlet, the following day. A general survey was made of the
contemplated fishing operations throughout the district and arrangements were -
made with local parties regerding temporary employment for the season.

The work of merking stream mouths was sterted April 13th. Beginning
with the closed area, Indian Island to one-half mile south of Fox Creek,
Kechemek Bey, a marker was pleced on Indian Island. The marker south of Fox
Creek having been erected during the season of 1925. After completing the
marking of all kmwwn Salmon Streems, in Kachemek Bay, we shifted to the outer
coast, Point Gore to Windy Bay. Very poor progress wes made in this section
owing to continued rough westher and inadequate small boat facilities for
prosecuting the work along the rough outside coast.

MARKERS ESTABLISHED

The following streams and closed areas were marked:
Closed area, Indien Islend to Fox Creek, Kachemek Bay.
Sadie Cove Stream, at heed of Sadie Cove, East shore of Cook Inlet,
Tutke Bay Lagoon, Eest shore of Kachemak Bay.
Vakalof Bay Lagoon, Eest shore of Kachemak Bay.
Barabra River, best shore of Kachemek Bay.
Crescent River, West side Cook Inlet.
Head of West Arm, Port Dick, two streams.
Rocky River, Kocky Bey, outer Coast.
Windy Bay, stream et head of Bay.

PATROL MAINTAINED

A general patrol was mainteined with the U.S. F.S. Kittiwake, covering
the entire distrioct. Additional patrol work was done in the vicinity of
Kechemak Bay, with a small chertered gas boat, owned and operated by Streeam
Guardy dack Tansy. Sections from Ninilchik to Point Possession were covered
with e power dory, property of the Bureau. This patrol was carried on by
Streem Guard, H. L. Worcester.
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COMFLAINTS AND PROSECUTIONS

Acting @ information given by Stream Guard, Jack Tansv, and others,
investigation was made of alleged illegal herring fishing by the crews of
ges boats "Commodore" and "St. Nicholes", operating for S. Feinson, herring
packer et Seldovie. Sufficient definite evidence that would support
prosecution was obtained and the elleged viocletion wes reported to the
Assistant District Attorney st Anchorege, Alasks.

(A separate report was made to the Bureau in connection with the

foregoing).

This case was investigated personally by the U. S. Attorney,
whereupon the writer was instructed to seize the gas boats involved and arrest
the mesters of these vessels, also S, Feinson, operator of the saltery.

The seized boats and parties arrested were immedietely turned over to the
Department of Justice at Seldovia, Alasks. The United States Commissioner,
placing the defendants under bond to appear before the U. S. District Court
for the Third Division of Alasksa.

The ges boats, "Commodore" and "St. Nicholes", after being held
for twelve days by the Department of Justice, were released wder bond in the
amount of twenty six thousand dollars, ($26,000.00).

The defendents in this case pleaded guilty as charged, at the
October tern of the United States Distriet Court, held at Valdez, Alaske,
end were fined the sum of $100.00 each, which was paid, The gas boats
“"Commodore" and "St. licholas", were released by the same Court.

STREAM IMPORVEMENT AND INVESTIGATION

The most important piece of stream improvement work wes done at
Chinik Creek, Kemashak Bay. Two hundred pounds of giant blasting powder
was used in cutting a chennel at the side of & steep fell, at the mouth of
this stream, making it possible for Salmon to enter the stream on the average
small tides, However, considerably more blasting work should be done at this
point in order to confine all of the flow of water through one chennel.

Kalgin Islend Stream was cleared out and the small flow of water
was confined to the center of the stream bed, thereby permitting e large
number of Red Salmon to readh the spawning grounds. Wash gravel and drift
wood et times completely block the mouth of this stream, this situvation
was teken care of by the Stream Guard stationed there, the mouth of the
stream being cleared each day,

Streams et the head of Knik Arm were investigated by temporary
werden, Mr, J. E. Wilson. In this locality several barriers were found
across the stream, which were maintained by local resident farmers., These
barriers were ordered removed and the various parties were apprized of the
Fishery Regulations perteining to such obstructions in Salmon Streems,

The writer investigated Russian River Falls, tributary to Kenai Lake,
June Sth. Red Salmon were ascending these falls at this time, without serious
difficulty, although at a lower stage of the water during the later part of
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STREAM IMPROVEMENT AND INVESTIGATION (Contd)

part of the Salmon run, it is quite possible that Salmon would experience some
difficulty in getting over these falls. However, the bulk of the Red Salmon
run should be above the falls prior to the low stage of water.

While in the Kenasi Lake district, Mr. Chas, Lean, and Mr. Duncan Little,
local residents, reported beaver dams blocking the stream emptying Jean Lake.
This stream flows in to Kenai River, between Skelek and Kenai leakes, Mr, Lean
end Mr. Little were employed to remove these obstructions,

Streams tributery to Tustumena Lake were investigated during the
early part of September. The mouths of & few streams in this section were partly
blocked by drift wood esnd grevel, thrown up by the action of the waves from the
Laeke, although as a whole, the streams were in good order.

ESCAPEMENT

Temporary improvised weirs were established in Kalgin Islend Stresm,
Bast side of Kalgin Islend end at Chinik Creek, Kamishak Bay. These weirs were
constructed of miscellaneous drift wood, which was picked up on the beach.

The totel count of Red Salmon st Kelgin Island Stream 48,315,
The totel count of Red Salmon at Chinik Creek 32,275

Investigations made on the spawning grounds tributery to Tustumensa
Leke at the head of Kasilof River, showed & bountiful seeding. The escapement
noted et Russian River Falls, Kenai Lake District seemed to be adequate,
Investigations mede by pemporery werden Mr, J. E. Wilson, covering various
streams tributery to Knik Arm, indieate a good escapement, although owing to
the low stege of water in this section, Salmon experienced serious difficulty in
reaching the spawning beds,

Streems tributary to Kechemak Bay, Port Grahem, Koyuktolik Bey, (DogwPFieh
Bay), Seldovia Bay end other lower Cook Inlet areas, showed e very large escapement
of Pink end Chum Salmon.

STREAM GUARDS AND OTHER TEMPORARY EMPLOYEES

The following temporary force was employed during the season:

Jack Tansy, Stationed at English Bey Stream and on Salmon and
herring patrel in the vicinity of Kachemak Bay,
June 1lst to September 25th, On herring patrol
November 15th to December 3lst.

James Hart, Stationed at Chinik Creek and Seldovia River,
June 3rd to August 10th.

H. L. Worcester, On patrol Ninilchik River to Point Possession,
May 21st to August 10th.

Alex Lind, Stationed at Kalgin Islend Creek, May 2lst to
September 5th.
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STREAM GUARDS AND OTHER TEMPORARY EMPLOYEES, (Contd)

J. E. Wilson,

Matt Yuth,

Chas. Lean,

Dunk Little,

Andrew Berg,

Alex Wilson,

Eric Issacson,

John Petroff,

Arlo Fulk,

CANNERY OFPERATIONS

Employed on powder work Chinik Creek and investigating
streams tributary to Knik Arm, July lst to August 21st.

Assistent aboard "Kittiweke", May 14th to 3lst; June 1lst
to 8th; August 1lst to 2lst.

Removing beaver dams, Jean Creek, July 26th to 31st.
Removing beaver dems, Jean Creek, July 28th to 3lst.
Collecting sslmon sceles at Kenai River, July 10th to
12th, Assisting with investigetion of spewning grounds,

Tustumesn lake, September 1lst to 15th.

Assisting Jack Tansy on patrol, Kachemek Bay area,
July 1lst to 27th.

Assisting with catching salmon for taking scales,
July 7th, at Kasilof River.

Removing obstruction at mouth of Indian Creek, 3 days.

Temporary Engineer, "Kittiwake", July lst and 2nd,

There were twelve cannery concerns operating in this district,

as follows:

NAME OF OPERATOR

Libby, McNeill and Libby
Northwestern Fisheries Compeany
Gormen and Company

Albin Nordin

W. A. Keller

North Coast Packing Company
Cook Inlet Packing Company
Ralph Sparks

Alaske Year Round Canneries,Inc,
Fidalgo Islend Packing Company
Alesks General Fisheries

Bogue and Lippincott

LOCATION OF PLANT

Kenai River
n ty’
Anchorage
Clam Gulch, East Shore Cook Inlet
Deep Creek, W n n n
Ninilehik
Seldovia
Halibut Cove
Seldovia
Port Gresham
Anchorage
Seldovia
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NEW CONCERNS (Cannery Operators)

Four of the above are new concerns

, 28 follows:

Bogue and Lippincott, small hend cannery at Seldovia, built
primarily for packing clems,

Albin Nordin, small hand outfit operated in a tent, at
Clem Gulch, East shore Cook Inlet,

Relph Sparks, small home outfit at Halibut Cove.

Llaske General Fisheries, e one line cannery operated in the Ocean

Dock Warehouse at Anchorage, This warehouse
formerly used as a saltery by d. A. Magill.

CANNED SALMON PACK

The combined canned-'salmon peck for this distriet basis 1 1lb. cans,
48 to the case, as per preliminary reports, as follows:

Red or Sockeye - = = = = = = = = 1
Coho or Silver = - = = = = = - =
Chum or Keteh - - = = = = = = =
King or Spring = = = = = = = = =
Pink or Humpback = = = = = = - =

CANNED CLAM PACK

Basis 48 -~ 14 oz. Eastern Oyster c
Whole Butter Clams - = = = = « - =

Minced Butter Clamsg = = = = = = =

SALT SALMON AND MILD CURE OPERATORS

The following concerns engaged in

NAME OF OPERATOR

Peterson and Waterbury
Leiren and Company

E. L. Gissberg

W. E. Ludy

VWm. Babis

Alaska General Fisheries
A. E, Norstedt

F. I. Munson

Wick and Company
Tollek Ollestad

Ralph Sparks

21,830 Cases
18,799 "
7,120 "
14,532 "

31,223 " Total all grades, 193,504 Cases,

ens to the case:
42 Cases

7 " Total 49 Cases.

salting and mil& curing salmon:

LOCATION OF PLANT

Peterson Bay
Homer Spit
Anchor Point
Portlock
Helibut Cove
Anchorage
Floating Scow
Halibut Cove
Starichkof Beach
MeDonald Bay
Halibut Cove
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SALT SALMON AND MILD CURE PACK

SPECIE CURE SIZE BBLS NUMBER OF BBLS

Red, Whole hard salt 200 1b. 251

Coho ) it 1n 1" n 50

i{ing n " n n 21

Pink, " " " " 8 Total 330
Coho, Bellies " " " 8

C}nm, 11} " 1 " 86

Pink, " " " " 10.5 Total 104,5
King " " 800 1b. 10 Total 10
King mild cure 800 1b, 107 Total 107

IDLE PLANTS (Salmon)

The following salmon canneries were not operated during the
season 1926:

Arctic Packing Company, At English Bay
Snug Harbor Cannery, At Chisik Island

FISHING GEAR EMPLOYED FOR SALMON

No. of Hand Traps Operated - - - - - - - 42
No. of Deep Viater Traps = = = = = = = 30 Total all Traps - - = 72
No. of Beach Seines - = = « = = = = = = 10 Totel No.,Fathoms - - 728
No. of Gill Nets = = = = = = = = = ~ = 239 Total No.Fathoms - - 5711
INDEPENDENT FISHING GEAR
Of the above enumerated fishing gear, the following is private
owned:
No. of Hand Traps = = = = = = =« « - - - 20
No. of Deep Water Traps = = = == =« = 1 Total all Traps - - - 21
No. of Beach Seines - = = = = = = = = - 8 Total No.Fathoms - = 805

No. of Gill NWets = = = = = = = = =« = 16 Total No,Fathoms - - 400
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SALMON RUN

The salmon run as a whole started approximately ten days earlier
than usual, and a steady run continued up to the time of the seasonal closed
period, August 10th, meking it possible for the small packers with limited
equipment to secure unusual large packs. King salmon were taken along
Starichkof Beach, North of Anchor Point, during the first week in May. Some
canning was done by the North Coest Packing Company, at Ninilchik, May 9th.

The first of the main red salmon run showed up along Bluff Point,
Lower Cook Inlet, July lst and along the Upper Inlet, about July 5th. A good
run of Pink and Chum sdlmon followed with the reds. Areas in the vicinity
of Kachemak Bay, Seldovia Bay, Port Graham and lower Inlet Points, were
especially well supplied with the Pink and Chum grades.

HERRING FISHERP

The summer herring of a quality suitable for packing showed up much
later than usual, in this district. A few small catches were taken at FPort
Chetham on the opening of the season, July 15th. These however, were not
considered of a quality suitable for packing. There were no herring taken at
Koyuktolik Bay (Dog Fish Bay). This Bay was a large producer during the
early season of 1925.

Herring in quantities suitable for packing, did not show up until
the latter part of August and again eafter the middle of September. These
catches lasted only a few days at a time and were taken in Kachemak Bay. The
winter catch with gill nets was very limited, although a large amount of
gear was operated,

NUMBER OF HERRING CONCERNS OPERATING AND GEAR USED

There were fifty concerns operating for herring in this district.
Total fishing gear employed, as follows:

Total Number Gill Nets Operated - -~ - - 301 Total No, Fathoms - - 15320
Total Number Purse Seines Operated - - 23 o " 3750

HERRING PACK

Total Herring Pack - - - = = 9,026,560 lbs., all cures.
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In accordance with instructions received from the Juneaun Office,
the U.S. F.S. "Kittiwake", was layed up for the winter at Seldovia, October 28th.
The crew with the exception of the Master and Engineer, was discharged. The
writer being detailed to the Seattle Office in connection with the building
of the U.S. F.S. "Teal". Departure from Seldovia was mede on the Stmr.
"Leckinew", November lst, erriving at Seattle November 13th, on the Stmr. "Alaske".

Mr, Jack Tansy was detailed to supervise the winter herring fishery
from November 15th to the close of the season, December 3lst.

Respectfully,

YEAIA

Mester, U.S.F.S. "Kittiwake",



