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BUREAU ACTIVITIES

Bureau of Fisheries activities commenced with the ceparture of the U.S.B.F,
"Crane"™ from Sesttle for the Aleskan Peninsula on May first, and my departure
from So. Bellinghem on the "Catherine D," the same day. The "Cztherine D."
arrived at Squaw Harbor May 10th and the "Crane" arrived thara in the evening

of E&Y 18th.

Conditiioning of the “"Mergenser" was started May 16th at iie boatweys of
the Shumagin Packing Co. Conditioning of the "Auk" on the boatways of the
Pacific Americen Fisheries at King Cove was commenced on May ZUth.

The "Auk" was launched May 22n¢ and immedietely commenced the work of
transporting supplies and other weir equipment to the varicus stations in the

 peninsulae. The "Mergenser" was leunched June 8ih end immediately resumed her

duties of supervision and petrol in the Shumagin Islands region.

Continuous patrol of all the fishing areas of the peninsule wes meintained
throughout the seeson by the Bureau of Fisheries boats "Crane" and "Kerganser",
 and the chartered vessel "Auk".

All streams and bays closed to fishing were diligently patrolled and the
traps of the region regularly inspected during closed periods.

A check of the whereabouts of all purse and beach seiners was mede during
each closed period.

A1l stream markers were checked. Those damaged or destroyed were replaced,

ard streams governed by additional regulations marked.

ﬁur?aya of all accessible spawning areas were made from time to time during
%hs active fishing sesson and a eemplate survey of all streams was taken at the
) of fiahiﬁg operations. ;




-
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SALKON RUNS

The Peninsule region again exper ienced a very satisfactory run of chum
salmon.

The pink selmon runs for the odd or off year were above the normal off
year in intensity.

The local red salmon runs were very spotted, being in some instances good
but generallg rather poor.

The Migrating Red runs were also spotted.

The Migrating Reds, the first runs of salmon to appear in Peninsula waters
in any numbers, commenced filtering ithrough the region early in June. The run
was of normal duration but developed unusual characteristics. This run gen-
erally strikes first at Squaw Harbor. This seascn, with the run strengthening
at Squaw Harbor at the usual time around the middle of June, indicetions caused
packers to expect a very satisfactory catch. The peak was reeched azt Squaw
Harbor on June 19th when a large body of fish struck along the Unga Island
shore in the vicinity of the Kelly Rock trap. Throughout the remainder of the
month fish were present continually in the vicinity of Kelly Rock, and the
trep was easily filled on fishing deys and a large surplus on hand at the
commencement of each closed season.

At False Pass the Migrating Reds struck in the vicinity of Bast Anchor
Cove on June 19th also, with fishing at its best through the remeinder of the
month, improving up to the twenty-fiftih when the run reached its peak, and
tepering off very fast as the month ended. This run did not penetrate the
waters of Ilkatan and Morzhovei bays in any numbers and lasted only & few days.
The best 1ift in Ikaten bay wes made on June 28tih at which time 16,000 fish
were taken, of which approximately 60% were Reds. Morzhovoi bay raa even
poorer with no large lifts and only scattered schools appearing. The first
lifts were made at Kelly Rock and East Anchor Cove on June 3rd. Approximetely
800 salmon were taken at Kelly Rock, largely chums with a few scattering kings
and sbout 600 fish, mostly chume, st False Pess. The first 1lifi wes made in
Ikatan bay June 6th and totalled 1500 salmon, mostly chums., The first 1lift at
the King Cove cannery was made from the Goloi Islend trap June 18th and was
practically all chums., The first 1ift in Morzhovoi bay was made June zeth,
It totalled 2060 salmon, epproximeting half reds and half chums.

Fellowlng the Migrating Red run, fishing slackened during the eariy dﬁys
of July, a few chums only working into the bays and inlets of the regi :
being taken largely by traps. By the middle of the month the chum rua wes
strong with good cetches being mede throughout the district with seines and
traps. This chum run, while not the heaviest experienced in the Peninsula
region, waE‘?E??“if?oggkgnd enabled the operators to sseura»f‘;g‘ pta&p’whp:
& poor season was anticipated after the fnilu?i“i?“fﬁ?ﬁf, ~f;g ‘ ;

o igacnicaspe W_m—

Pinks also appeared in small numbers at sbout ikn same amo~@nﬁ"
showed considerable strength during the uﬁrly part of Aug o
this pink run resembled the ¢$f~ycar rﬁn of 193?,bﬁ$ ihﬁ:ﬂﬁuﬂ éﬁi
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The runs of pinks for the past three off-years tend to indicate & decided off-
year increase in the runs of this species in this region, 1925 being very
light, 1927 stronger, and 1929 ampproaching, if not exceeding, many of the
lighter even year runs.

Cohos were in evidence throughout the greater pert of the fishing season,
first appearing during the height of the red salmon run in the later part of

June. These runs were likely the lightest i ; years in the Peninsula re-
gion and very few fish of This species were packed by the operators. It was
also noted that the runs, which enter a few local streams in the peninsula

region, were also very 1lght or were so late in appearing thet they were noti
present gt the iime surveys were made.

CATCH STRAIN

The strain placed on the migrating runs of red salmon pascing through
peninsule waters, based upon the best information available, was likely not
heavy. SIS PS B con

The escapement in relation to the catch of the local rums of reds wes
very satisfactory. These runs were very intermiitent and not sufficiently
remunerative to fishermen to warrent their pursuit while good runs of chum
and pink salmon were filtering into the various bays of the region.

In the Port Moller region, the long closed season in effect, coupled with
the usual summer gales, insured an adequate escapement as leter investigation
of the spawning areas confirmed.

A poscible exception to the strain placed on the local red runs wes
Morzhovoi bay. The escapement at the weir in Morzhovoi bay while approximet-
ing thet of the average year, was not large, neither was it adequate for seed-
ing the spawning beds of the region.

The strain placed on the local runs of chums and pinks varied throughout
the region being of course heavier in localities where intensive beach sein-
ing operations were conducted in addition to mary iraps. Belkofsky and Vol-
_cano bays, near King Cove, were rather heavily fished. All the seine boats
from King Cove, five in number, and occasionally a boat or two from the False
Pass cannery operated very extensively in these two bays. Another instance
~ of heavy catch sirain was experienced in Balboa bay on the mainland adjacent
- to the Shumagin Islends. This bay experienced a tremendous run of chums and
~ also a heavy run of pinks. The prasance of such fine schools of fish attracted
local seiners from the floating plant Costa Rice and the cannery at Squew
Harbor. The Costa Rica secured the majority of their pack from Balboa bay
the Shumagin Pecking Compeny at Squaw Harbor moored & receiving scow in
bay for a few weeks to aid their small seine bosts in securing a good
ch. Despite the heavy fishing in various localities throughout the region
ners together with the added drain placed upon the runs by iraps, the
- strain placed upon the runs was not too grest to prevent, s stated, an
\ wning reserve anterlng the streems of the entire region. .

éyahuus and pinks in the region from Isanotski Strait to King
rong. Sﬁiniag, hlra lin,net permitted until later in the
4 E;ta‘ s wers gaa& hut»thn rung were not
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injurad by aaxning operations.

In tho mainland region exioaﬂmg from B@o Swedania 1o Kuprewﬁ Point :
the runs of chums and pinks were very heavy and the strain plasod u;mn m i

by seiners did not ixpur the .cpawning reserve.
%hm ‘throughout the ﬁ‘iﬁ%ﬁﬁt'iam good generally. The best éi;*ichas
from the migrating runs passing through peninsula waters were made at the

Kelly Rock and Eest Anchor Cove traps. Practically no migrating reds were

teken along the mainland sheren of the penimsula., Morzhovoi bay was again a
failure and tha catch in 1 g:tem bay was very hg,ht and unaata.stactery to the

cazmers, J »
T}m Par't Noller reg,ian m@m-ienced amthar excaptwna.lly ham run a:t

rséa for the second consecutive season. While the catch by actual count was
slightly under that of Mt year the pack was greater wing to thc porcsntnga

of large fish.

In &hs h&km‘sky, Yo,lema, Pavlef hays regwn catches were normal. Fair

unusually gosﬂ shomng wu made on pinks.k
irsm thza rog;mn after 'zhﬁ flsh worked in‘t

In the Ibrakawﬂ Cold ba.y*s ragion rishiag was very prof
the opening of these ?aays towards the latter part of tha Bl
commenced coming into the canneries with full loads.
ful and p:mks ran una,xpec'hadly strong.

; Half purse aaims m bm‘h seiners in the | :
experiancad the best yw on rﬁearﬁ; m: was

effgct on the ce
secured at the -



’t;l tha&e runs have p&sseé. The local rumse of chums &nd
constitute the varieiles moet in need of protection, Limited
16 wigreting red runs has caused operuiors to lovk tc¢ ile locel

3 and pinks lor & substitute in Becuring & full packe This hes
coniinued incremse in ihe gear used in the localities frequenied
’s varieties. Probably no further increases will be experienced. Any

: f mctivities, however, will endarger these rims throughout

nd will havé to be mel by additioral reguletions. Bhould
,‘urihar curtail operstions in the event of overfishi ng,

d that an extension of the closed arecs is the most adviseble
k;la er clo&ad seaacn aniy tands to perm;t tﬁe scnaa & of salmu bo

{ i&l red salmﬁn lageana in the regien {axcqpt ﬁelua} Lagoon)
’ea& 4 closed to fishing. Operetions for chum salmon were cerried

‘ me extent in King Cove, Little John, and San Diggo lagoons. These
ana are escended by chum selmen onlys Due to the shallow nature of these
which are ulsd dotied with numerous rocks, fishing thersin is quite
‘of necessity followed only during high tide. The difficulty,
tha timm &nd laher spent in onterzng thesa lagoens, and trans-
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CANNERTES OFERATED

Ten canneries were operated in the peninsula district during the past
season, an incresse of two plants over the previous year. The two new oper-
ptors entering the field this year both employed floating plants. One of
these, the Costs Rice,of the Alaska Salmon Company, recently converted into
a floeting plant, wae operated as such for the first time this year in Litile
Harbor; of the Shumagin Islends region. The pack secured by this plant weas
very small, The other new plent was the floater Mazema of the Everett Pack-
ing Compeny. This vescel has been used in past years by the Everett Packing
Company for tramsporting their erew and supplies northward, returning at the
¢lose of the season with the salmon pack. Lact year the inatallaiion of two
lines of packing machinery was completed end alterstions in the vessel made
which would permit of her operation eas & floasting plant. A& negligible amount
of selmon was packed by this plant in the peninsule this year because the
shore plant of the Herendeen Bay Consolidated Canneries in Herendeen bay was
operated in packing the Port Moller catch and the Mazame used, only after the
close of their operatioms.

The Santa Flavia, formerly owned by the Internztional Packing Company and
operated out of Makushin bay last year was operated this year at Fox Bay in the
peninsula region by the Alaske Fishermens' Cooperative Packing Company.

Canneries operating, their location, and packs secured, follow:

Sompany Total Cetch

Alsske Fishermans' Cooperative :

Packing Gompany Floater Santa Flavia 40,263
Alesska Salmon Company | Floater Costs Rica 1.3
Herendeen RPay Consolidated . ' 5

Canneries — ﬁaroaﬁasm Bay ‘
Everett Phsking Compeny ~ :
P, E, Harrie & Company ?tl‘ Pase b
Internstional Packing Company Floater Intaraat&aaali

Pacific American Fisheries
Pacific American Fisheries
Pacific Bmerican Fisheries
Shumegin Pecking Company

The flaatar
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The floater Mazams pecked aspproximately fifty five hundred cases in
Herendeen bay and thirty three hundred cases at Fox bay.

TRAPS

Thirty five traps were operated in the peninsula region during the sea-
son of 1929, a decrease of two from last year. In the Tkatan region there
was a éacrcnﬁo of one trep over last year, the Sankin bay trep being with-
drawn through regulaetions, In Morzhovei bay the number of traps operated
was the same as last year. A trap located in the head of the bay, however,
was removed by regulations and a location formerly held by this company
near Reynolds Head was re-allotted to them. In Belkofsky bay, two treps
driven in past years remeined in the same positionms.

5 In Volcano bay trap No. 19 on the west side of the bay was transferred,
because of regulations, to Goloi Island in the entrence to the bay, and trep
No. 20 remained in its old position.

 1In Pavief bay the traps remained as in the previous year with one ex-
ception, the Pacific Mmericen Fisheries did not drive one location just north
of their Bast Bay or Long John Lagoon trap.

In the Shumagin Islands region there wes an increase of three traps,
two belonging to the Unga Fishing Compeny, and one owned by W, W. Stoll.
These new traps were all of the lightly constructed or mosquito type eand took
~ practicelly no fish,

e other lightly constructed traps opersted on tentative locations
th& oleano Pavlof bays region in 1928 were withdrawn by reguletions in

%

In the Port Iallor region there was no change in trap operations. The
¢ American Fisheries there, operated their ﬁelsonylagovn and Moller
aps ,ihe pmvmua Ee6500. ' :

%, Consolideted ﬁ%nnarina and the !1¢ating plants of the
#&ak g Company, the Alaska Salmon Company, %the Everett Pack-
aske Fishermane' Cooperative ?%nking Company, drove

ring all of tabir fish by means uf seines and bill nets,
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‘ Boat Catch
* TIceland 149,963
" Prostland 80,650

Rhode Island ~ 78,531
® limited . 72,602
* New Sumset = 72,321
Red Feather . 68,947
Antarctic o 88,719
Independence 66,522
* Sumlight 61,079
Planet 60,535

" New, fast, large deisel powered boats.

The Icelend ramain&ﬂ in the Port Moller region after the other seine
boats had left. She fished jointly for the Pacific American Fisheries &nd
the Everett Packing Coumpany.

BEACH SEINES

Thirty beach seines were operated in the peninsula region this season, -
an inerease of seven, Seventeen of these were opersted in the Shumagin
Izlends end adjacent mainland, Barlier in the season approximately half the
above beach seiners used half purse seines in the Shumagin Islands. The
majority of the beach seines were operated by meens of power dories., Larger
boats were used to tow the seiners to various localities and for transporting
the catches to the cammeries. The majority of these beach saintrs were
local residents.

4

GTLL METS

Gill netting was confined almost cntircly to Nelson le
insula region. op ‘
operated by locel residents took 19,208 rish and faur‘ y&rtin&: y t
from Everett, Washington, took 19, 359 fish, 1
packed by the Herendeen Bay 6hntoliéat 1

FISH PRICES

Prices ytid the indaraaﬁlmt'
panies were as follows: for re
chum salmon, 4¢. Prices paid
geer were as fﬁlltﬂl: ?ﬁr red




. m t‘mmem by 1ectl1t1as was getmraliy good. Inpar'hnt streams of
: 'ﬁhn region together w‘l‘bh comments upon the escapement therein, follow:

- ,!5.'6’1& Lo.g@n, mwﬂm_vai bey - poor run and escapement.

‘ _Kiumﬂ Ingcmn, ma:m hgy runs good, osespament good.,



i
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e

Stepovak Bay (Little River) - good indications in stream inside mouth and
of f mouth, mainly pinks, scattering ‘chums. This stream is ten miles in
extent and time did not permit covarz.qg same.

Stepovak Bay (Big River) - good chum end pink escapement in lower reaches
of stream end many pinks off mouth, This river is approximately fifteen
miles lomg and time did not permit covering seame entirely. :
Granville Portage - Bacapement chums fair, pinks very good.

Pox Bay, three chum and pink streame - escapement of chums good, pinks
spotted,

Islend Bay - Bscepement chnms scattering, piknks very good,

Bouléer Bay '-»fxscapemnnt‘eif chums good, pinks scattering.

Beaver Bay, Three chum ané pink streams - Escapement both varieties fair,
Pavlof Bay, Chum and pink sirem - Escapement of chums good, .pinks fair,

VYolcano Bay, Chum and pink streams - Bscapement of chums goad; pinks
scattering. '

Belkofsky Bay, Chum eand pink streams - lwa.pamnt of chums good, pinks ‘fui‘n

Morzhovoi Bay, Chum and pink streams - lscapemant of chums gwd with s@a‘b‘tsr-
ing pinks.

Deer Islend, Chum end pink streams - Escapement of chums poor, ‘ginks good.,
King Cove, Chum end pink streems - Bscapement of chums poor, yints fair,
Cold Bay, Chum and pink streams - hcmnt of chm and pinh gm‘, ‘

Isanotski Mr&it Ghm and pink streeams - hewamxrt shw
scattering, :

FERRING ACTIVITIES

Operators in the Mﬂkﬁ Mch Ha?  1~ rogia’
oi’ herring.w Rhile the ya.ck 192¢

& very hrga pack ef hﬂ
hemg shcrt mﬁad and
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Fewer operators engaged in herring packing activities in the Unalaska
and Dutch Harbor region this year. This was largely due to the poor market
conditions at the opening of the herring packing season &nd further to the
poor grade of fish secured the previous yeer, which caused meny operators
some skepticism as to the advisability of packing this fish. The rum of
herring commenced this year early in July. This was about a month earlier
than last year. The first fishing was done by means of gill nets on July
2nd when twenty five barrels were taken by Jordon Columbus. Bight pounds .
were set during the season, and the longest period of impounding wes epprox-
imately fourteen deys with the exception of about fifteen hundred barrels
impounded for ebout & month by the Aurora Fish Company end cured for bloater
stock. The run slackened early in September. The last herrirg were taken
by seiners September tenth. The last gill net fish were caught on the eighth.

The greater part of the herring fishing wes done by means of purse seines
seven boats being operated. One beach seine was also operated in Unalaske
" Harbor. Gill netting activities were increased over last year, sbout twelve
gill nets being operated this year in comparison to five last year, The
companies operating, and number of barrels of herring secured, follow:

Company Full Barrels Half Barrels
Aurora Fish Company e 2,100 .
Broad Bay Fisheries S 166 147
Jordon Columbus 396 ' 222
Johnson and Peterson 1,403 1,210
- North American Fisheries 6,000
Harry Olson i 252 74
Polar Packing Company 2,872 1,922
Utopian Fisheries 5,800

~ SUPPLEMENTARY RECOMMENDATIONS

,A  Recormendations for the Alasken Peninsula district were recently forwardec
In ehacking over the catches by boats in the Port Moller region for this re-
port the catch of the Iceland is noteworthy. This boat remained through the
~hﬂu¢h«0t July after its fellows departed the twenty first for the steates., A

egulation closing the season on the trenty fifth would be & step in the right

&ﬁn.




