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2 DD METEOROLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS. .
The Rainfall over the Island. From about 150 * Average" Stations.
Rainfall Divisions. The
I1911. I . - Island
N.E, N. W.C. S.
in. in. in. in. in.
January §.68 I 4.74 2.27 1.71 4.35
February 2.88 1.32 1.05 0.52 1.44
March ‘ 1.30 0.79 . 3.42 2.58 2.02
April 3.77 1.48 7.88 2.86 4.00
May 11.87 g.16 13.94 6.33 10.31
June 6.47 2.38 4.43 1.97 3.81
July 3.00 1.GO 5.71 2.20 3.22
August 4.89 1.74 7.92 2.92 4.37
Beptember 4.87 3.05 10.11 3.90 5.71
October 7-71 6.28 12.83 €.28 8.28
November 7.71 3.67 4.04 4.26 4.92
December 17.06 9.12 5.20 2.46 8.46
Totals 80.30 ! 46.53 ' 78.80 37.99 60.01
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These tables, however, give no idea of the wonderful diversity of climates to be found in
Jamaica and while reference must be made to the “ Rainfall Maps™ based upon 40 years ob-
servations, and to * The Meteorology of Jamaica " for the connection between elevation and
temperature, a slight sketch of some of these climates may be useful.

To begin with there are (1) the warm and moist valleys and plains between Port Antonio
and the base of the Blue Mountains, where rain falls all the year round with an annual rain-
fall of 200 inches, and where the soil is rich enough to maintain almost juxuriant tropical
vegetation.

(2.) Proceeding westwards, the rainfall is reduced to 100 inches a year, and the parishes
of Portland and St. Mary have cultivated bananas with great success for many years. As a
general rule the rainfall in the early months of the year is much smaller than during the re-
maining months ; but there is a remarkable district between Water Valley and Rio Hoe, with
the Richmond Railway Station as its centre, which bhas a fairly uniform rainfall all the
vear round.

(3.) Then we come to the northern parts of the Island, hot and dry on the shores, with
strong sea-breezes during the day time from the ENE ; and cool and pleasant on the interior
hills, where the annual temperature at any elevation may be ascertained by substracting
1° Fah. for every 300 feet of elevation from the 79° at the sea-level. These grazing lands,
laid out in many instances like so many English parks, have a wonderfully healthy climate,
and should prove very attractive to our winter tourists.

{4.) Further south there is the great west-central rainfall division, with continual thunder-
storms and heavy rains during the summer months, so that the year may be divided into dry
and wet seasons of 6 months each, with an average annual rainfall of about 80 inches. This
division reaches from near Chapelton to the west end of the Island; and when the central
hills give way to the hot alluvial plains of Westmoreland, natural conditions are most favour-
able for the cultivation of the sugar-cane.

(5.) The southern plains are hot and dry, with strong sea-breezes during the day time
from the ESE, in fact the same as that of Kingston, with an annual rainfall of 30 or 40 inches.
Rut in parts of St. Catherine, and in the district of Vere, this small rain fall huss been supple-
mented by irrigation, which has ensured the successful cultivation of sugar-canes and bananas.

(6) But there are many smaller localities which have marked features of their own:—the
Blue Mountains, cold, wet, and little wind; the Santa Cruz Mountain cool, dry and strong
winds ; the beantiful interior parts nf Hanover and Westmoreland, shut in by surrounding hills,
where fog rests like a lake from g at night to 9 in the morning; so again in St. Thomas-in-the-
Vale, where days are hot and nights are cold and damp; and lastly, there are hills rising
above the plains where the temperature after sunset hardly falls during the night, the cooler
and heavier air flowing down to the plains below.

MAXWELL HALL,
Govt. Meteorologist.



