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After light early rains in August and September 1971
rain amounts in October were generally below the aver-
ages, only isolated stations recording large amounts. Rain-
fall totals in November at most stations did not deviate
largely on both sides of the average but at isolated sta-
tlons the deficiency or excess reached large values. Decem-
ber 1971 was rainier than average in all regions of Israel,
in part of them largaly. Rainfall in January 1972, on the
other hand, was deficlent, particularly in part of the stations
in the south and Negev. Rainfall totals in February, March
and April exceeded the normal values in almost all parts
of the couniry. In May rainfall was scanty or negligible In
most parts of the country and only some stations in the
Golan Heights and Upper Galilee received considerable
amounts. In June 1972 appreciable late rains occurred in
northern and central Israel.

t‘.

In August 1971 local rains fell in the northern regions
of Israel and In the central coastal plain. At some stations
rainfall amounted to several millimetres [Haifa Hadar Tekh
niyon 3mm, Nordiyya 2mm, Baram 2mm, Kefar Bium 1imm),
a few stations even registering rare amounts for August,
the dry summer month (Naharlyya 10mm, Elon 5mm, Gaton
Bmm).

Also in September light rains occurred at various pla-
ces of the country, but only a few stations recorded appre
ciable amounts (Yafo Port 2.7mm).

In Octaber rain amounts at most stations were below
thelr averages, but the deficiency varied largely over the
area of the country as rainfall in October is generally local
by nature. For this reason there were isola
rainfall largely exceeded the averages for
are given in the following table:

ctober. ExRataaRAL
LIBRARY

At most stations the totals of November did not deviate
largely on both sides of the average. In each region there
were, however, isolated stations where the deficiency or
excess was notable; the following monthly values may
serve as examples: Nir Ezyon (Karme! Area) received 51mm
or 54 per cent of the average, Magen {southern coastal
plain) 21mm or 51% In contradiction to Tel Aviv (He
Qirya) 126mm or 129% and Negba 126mm or 162%; Har
Kenaan 32mm or 37% but Hebron 1i6mm or 174%; Maoz
Hayyim 2imm or §3% but Jericho 41mm or 184%. Daily
amounts exceeding 50mm were recorded mainly on the
17th at various stations in the coastal and hill regions; a
few stations in the coastal plain recorded over 100mm
during the 17th and 18th and even on the 17th alone (Esh-
kolot 114mm}. The heavy rains on these days were accom-
panied by thunderstorms, at verious places also by hail.

The number of rain-days In December 1971 largely
exceeded the average and they were well distributed
throughout the month. Rainfall totals exceeded the averages
in all regions of the country, In part of them the excess
being large. The northern and central coastal region and
Emeq Yizreel received 130-160 per cent of the average, the
southern coastal plain 160% — 300%, Upper and Lower
Galilee and Shomron 130% — 1B0%, Judean Hills 200% —
270%, Hebron Hills 300% -—400%. the northern Negev
220% — 340%, Hula Area 170% — 190%, Vaileys of Jordan
and Bet Shean 120% — 180%. Only at e few stations the
monthly amount exceeded 300mm. The accumulated rainfall
during the period September — December 1971, expressed
as a percentage of the average (1931—1960) for an equi-
riod, reached 100% — 140% in the central coastal
plain, Ugper Galilee and Valleys of Jordan and Bet Shean,
140% —P00% in the southern coastal plain, 1009% — 120%

MAK 8 199
Region Statlon Octpber 1871 (mm) % of October Average
N.O.AA,

Central Coastal Plain Tel Aviv Hd.@iryBsnt. 6 Copne 115 58
Qiryat Ono 26 15

Bat Yam 730 T

Southern Coastal Plain Beer Tuveya 18.7 150
Negba 10 7

Upper Galilee Kefer Giladi 1.3 8
- Sasa 324 1535

Lower Galiles Sakhnin drops 4]
Shefaram 14.4 82

Tavor Agr. School 178 180

Emeq Yizreel Ramat David Aerad. 9.1 T0
Afula SW, 32 28

Hefzi Bah Gilboa 1.1 10

Hebron Hills Hebron 12 16
Lahav 125 27

Northern Negev Dorot 9.8 ) 87
Gilat, £xp. Station drops 0

The large amounts at some stations were received
mainly on the 25th, the rainfall of which was accompsnied
by thunderstorms and resched high values at several sts-
tions: Bat Yam 56mm, Sasa 32mm, Bet Lehem Hagelllit
Jamm, Tel Adashim 30mm (during 3/4 hr.), Ha Zorea 63mm.

in Lower Galilee and Emeq Yizreel, 100% — 150% In
Shomron, 140% — 180% in Judean Hills, 230% — 280% In
Hebron Hills, 180% — 220% in the northern Negev, 110% —
150% In Hula Area. At some stations of various regions
the amounts accumuiated to the end of December were
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slightly deficient. Daily rain amounts exceeded S0mm at
varlous stations in the hill region and Hula Area on tha 6th
and in the Kermel Area on the 17th. In addition to usual
winter phenomena for December, which occurred In this
month, such as gales, thunderstorms and hail, snow
fell. mainly on the higher hills, during several days.
particularly on the 27th—28th. Snow is relatively rare
in December, even on the hilltops of Israsl. On the
27th—28th severe weather prevailed in other regions as
well and heavy hall fell. The snow, frost and hai! caused
heavy damage to agriculture.

In January 1872, on the other hand, rainfal! totals were
deficient as compared with the averages, particularly ir
part of the stations In the south and Negev. Most stations
in the northern half of Israel recelved 50—90 per cent of
the average and only a few stations received above the
average (Aamat David Aerod. 143mm or 111%); on the
other hand there were stations which received less than
50% (Ashdod CSD 48mm or 41%, Har Kenaan 89mm or
46%, Qiryat Anavim 77mm or 43%). Much smaller amounts
were registered at some stations in the southern coastal
plain (Magen 12mm or 24%) an in the Negev (Urim 13mm
or 26%, Beer Sheva, Negev Inst. 13mm or 28%). There
were no high dailly raln intensities in January. only a few
stations registering over 50mm, mainly on the 14th in the
southern coastal plain. in this month rains were accompa-
nied by many thunderstorms, partly with hail, and snow
fell on the 27th in the hilltops of Upper Galllee. Wind
velocity reached gale force from an easterly direction (Shar-
glya) on the 20th in Karmel Area. A tornado-like whirlwind
occurred on the 13th In the vicinity of Kefar Saba, causing
heavy damage in a limited area.

Ralnfall totals in February exceeded the averages in
almost all parts of the country. In various regions, including
the south and Negev. there were stations with a large
excess, monthly amounts approaching or exceeding twice
the average. Rainfall at some stations was, however, defi-
clent, even In the northern regions of lsrael. The accu
mulated rainfall during the period September 1971 — Feb-
ruary 1972, expressed as a percentage of the average
(1931—1960) for an equivalent period, exceeded 100 in
most parts of the country, reaching high values at some
stations {Sede Moshe 152%. Magen 142%, Hebron 169%,
Beer Sheva 166%, Jericho 155%). On the other hand, there
were stations, In various regions, at which the amounts
accumulated to the end of February were deficient (Haifa
Harbour 85%, Har Kenaan 74%, Ayyelet Ha Shahar 91%).
Daily rain amounts exceeded 50mm at various stations,
mainly In the coastal region, on the 3rd, 5th and particu-
tarly on the 6th. An amount over 50mm, recorded at Bear
Sheva an the 6th, occurs at this station once In 20 years
on the average. In addition to usual winter phenomena for
February, which occurred in this month, such as gales,
thunderstorms and a considerable number of hall-days, snow
fell in the hill region, mainly on the 7th. Snow lay to a
depth of 20cm at some stations in Judean and Hebron Hills
on the Bth. The snow was widespread in the hill region.
being observed at high Negav stations and at lower stations
in Western and Lower Galilee and Shomron. At the end
of the firat week communications were cut off by the heavy
rains or show. Damage was caused to agriculture by hail
as well.

Also In March rainfall totals exceeded the averages in
almost all parts of the country. In various reglons, Including
the south and Negev, there were stations with a large

NMOTES:

1. In each sub-region stations are listed according to latitude,
from north to south.

2. A changa in the number of & given station, a3 compared to
its number in the previous rainfall year, indicates that the
stution was transferred 1o a new site, rear the previous one.

3.  Reinfall is messured st 0800 LSIT. The highest rainfall in 24
hours, for example, refers to the period commencing at 0800
LStT on the date indicated.

4. The foliowing symbols are used: O = no rainfall; DRP =

{

excess, monthly amounts approaching or exceeding twice
the average. Rainfall at some stations was, however, defi-
clent, even in the northern reglons of lsrael. The accu-
mulated rainfall during the period September 1971 — March
1972, expressed as a percentage of the average (1931—
1960) for an equivalent period, exceeded 100 in almost all
parts of the country, reaching high values at some stations
in the Negev(Beer Sheva 168%, Gilat 162%, Urim 167%).
On the other hand. there were stations, in various regions,
at which the amounts accumulated to the end of March
were slightly deficient. On the 16th rainfall exceeded S0mm
at various stations in the northern coastal region, Zevulun
and Yizreel Valleys, Lower Galilee and hills of Samaria.
Judea and Hebron. At the end of the 3rd week some roads
were closed in the Negev because of the floods. The rains
of the rainspell 20—24 March were sometimes accompanied
by thunderstorms. On the 28th wind velocity reached gale
force from an easterly direction ([Shargiya) In the Karmel
coast. .
Also in April rainfall totals exceeded the averages 'in
almost all parts of the country. Monthly amounts exceeded
50mm at various stations in Upper Galilee and at some
stations in Lower Galilee, Hula Area and Jordan Valley. There
were, however, some stations at which monthly amounts did
not reach the average values. On the 8th or 10th alone rain-
fall exceeded 30mm at some stations, mainly in Upper and
Lower Galilee. The rains of this month, particularly the heavy
raing, were sometimes accompanied by thunderstorms. At
many stations hall was registered — an Infrequent pheno-
menon in April — on various dates, mainly on the 29th—
30th. During the last days of the month duststorms occurred
as well. Wind velocity reached gale force at Daliyya and
Haifa Harbour on the 7th—8th and at Sedom on the 28th
according to local anemographs. Specially notable is ihe tor-
nado—like whirlwind which occurred on the 14th in part of
the central coastal plain causing damage to roofs, trees and
electrical wires. On the 29th a squall occurred, again causing
damage, also to agricultural crops, this time in various re-
gions of Israel. At 191ST on 28.4.1972 the second lowest
pressure ever recorded at Lod Airport [1938—1972) was
measured: 891.0mb (or 995.5mb reduced to MSL).

At many stations in most parts of the country no rain
occurred in May or only drops were registered; in cases
of measurable rainfall the amounts did not exceed 2 few
millimetres. Only in the Golan Heights and Upper Galiles
some stations registered over 20mm, most of them on the
1st. Several stations in various regions recorded unusual
phenomena for May, such as thunderstorms, hai! or dust-
storms.

On several days In June 1972 rains occurred In the
northern and central regions of Israel. Appreciable amounts
of 1—10mm were registered mainly on the Sth, several
stations registering even larger values (Binyamina 14mm,
Dan 17mm)}. Apprecieble rains occurred at a few stations
In northern Israel aiso on the 20th and mainly on the 22nd
(Kefar Giladi 13mm). Many stations, however, received no
rain In this month or only scanty amounts.

To .sum up the 1971/72 rainfall season, it may be stated
that rainfall at the great majority of stations In isreel
exceeded the average. Rainfall in this season expressed as 2
percentage of the 1931-1960 average ranged at moat stations
from 100—130 per cent. At a few stations in northern
israel tho percentage was below 80% {Gadot, Har Kenaan):
at some stations in the south and Negev, on the other
hand, it exceeded 160% (Eshkolot, Hebron, Mishmar Ha
Negev, Beer Sheva, Revivim).

* at the normsl for the period 1931-1960 = this sversge is
referred to a nearby station; * at the rame of the station =
accumuleting raingauge.
5. - Ths monthly amournt of reinfall is rounded off to the neerest
mm, amounts ending in .5 being thrown to the nsarest higher
" aumber, tf a monthly amount is equal to 0.4 mm or less it Is
printed »s O, although the number of rairdays printed in that
month may be larger than O. The annual total is-chitained by
summing up. the exact amounts in individusl months and then
& - Monthly W Reports  September . 1971—Msy 1978
Jinclude further details. of precipitstion -at = selected Mmﬂm -
during the rainfell sesson 1971772 i :
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