| THE HURRICANE OF SEPTEMBER 19, 1947

] “7" IN MISSISSIPPI AND LOUISIANA
] Ralph Sanders

Weather Bureau Office - New Orleans, la.
(To, Byoid }epetition all times mentioned are Central Standard)

s issued at 1:15 p.m. by the New Orleans Forecast Center, "Change to hurricane warn=- (\\'\ ,) k

il The following hurricane warning we
e g ot of Fensacola, Florida to Morgan City, Loulaiena. Center of hurricane located at 11:45 a.m, by reconnaissance o
It is moving west~northwestward about 1 Z \) \

£1ight at Latitude 27 Longitude 25 or about 195 milee south of Apalachicola, Florida.

15 mph. It is attended by winds of 80 to 100 mwph within 50 miles of the center and by gales within 200 miles of the center.

Winds are increasing on the extreme Northwest Florida coast, Pensacola reports gusts of 52 mph. Precautions should be

taken against hurricane winds by all interests from extrems Northwest Flerida to the southeast Louisiana coast, Indica-

tions are the center of the hurricane will be approaching the southeast Louisiana coast Friday forenoon. Hurricane warnimgs

are now displayed from Cedar Keys, Florida to Morgan City, Loui-iana.™ That and subsequent warnings every three hours were

given wide, intensive and continuous distribution,
The speed of translation of the hurricane increased slowly during the night to about 18 mph and by 4:00 a,m., winds

of hurricane force were being felt over the Chandeleur Islands as far northward as Chandeleur Light; by 4:30 a.m. Pilot-
town, at the mouth of the Mississippi River, Buras and the coastal section of St. Bernard Parish were being lashed by
Burrwood, located at the end of the Southwest Pass, recorded an extreme velocity of 72 mph, just 0

hurricane force winds.

leas than hurricane force, at 5:00 a.m, By 5:30 a.m., hurricane force winds were being experienced as far inland as- Port

Sulphur, Louisiana, and winds reached hurricane force on the Miesissippl Coast from Pearlington to Pascagoula at that time,
At 6:15 sm  Belle Chasse near New Orleana reported winds of hurricane force; by 6:30 a.m, hurricane force winds wsre being
folt on the eastern edge of Metropolitan New Orleans and by 7:30 a.m., Moisant Airport, just west of the City, reported
winds of hurricans velocity; the low-lying land between New Orleans and Pearl River began to experience winds of hurricane
force about 7:30 a.m, The west-northwestward movement of the hurricane center brought hurricane force winds ito the area
from Paradis to Mandeville, Louisiana by 8:00 a.m., and by 8:30 a.n., the area from Edgard to Covinton, Louisiana was under

the influence of hurricane force winds. The area from Donaldsonville to Hammond began to feel the full force of the hurri-

cane about 10100 a.m, and from Carville to Amite about 11:30 a.m.
12:30 p.m, At this time, the hurricane wes beginning to weaken rapidly in intensity, and hurricane force winds did not

The winds reached hurricane force at Baton Rouge by

extend further westward than Melville about 2:30 p.m.
The center of the hurricane passed over New Orleans and over the city of Baton Rouge - the afrport at Baton Rouge
being just outside the calm center recorded 96 mph from the east, The hurricane path is shown on the map forming a part

of this report. It is caloulated that the diameter of the calm center was about 25 miles when it passed over New Orlsans,

but by the time it hed reached Ville Platte there was apparently no longer any calm center or hurricane force winds; it was

taking on extratropical characteristics,
Tt is evident from the reporte that the area of hurricane winds was considerably larger to the north of the center than
to the south, and as the hurriocans moved westward beyond New Orleans the extent of hurricane force winds south of it gred-

wally diminished to a few miles near the central calm area. The period of time during which any locality experienced hurri-

cane winds depended upon its location with reference to the path of the center. Those locallties in the direct path of the

center were spared from 1 to 1} houwrs of hurricans winds while the calm center was passing over. The area along the Missis-
sippl Coast west of Pascagoula to the lake Borgne-eaatern lLake Pontchartrain-Covington area not only experienced the strong-

est winds of the hurricane, but also the greatest duration of hurrioane force winds.
In eddition to the strength and duration of hurricane force winds in the area meantioned above, the watere of the Culf
of Mexico were caught up by the hurricane winds and carried into the Mississippi Sound where they piled up on the shors,

‘moved into Lake Borgne, and swept inland some distance. The highest water reported was at Chandeleur Light about 14 ft.,

with the tide along the Mississippl Coast rising to about 9 ft. at Pascagoula, 10 to 12 ft. westward to the Pearl River and

about 9 ft. in the lake Catherine-Chef Menteur area. It is evident that the watar began to rise while hurricane winds from

the northeast ware being experienced in this area, or that the winds reached hurricane force prior to the highest water,
The rise in the water was fairly rapid but it definitely did not come in as a tidal wave, the rise beginning 8t 7:30 a.m.
and reaching highest level at 10:00 a.m. = 2} hours later at Bay St. Louis.

It has been extremely difffcult to arrive at a reliable estimate of the monetary loss oansed by this hurricans. Using
all available information, damages in Loulsiana were probably about $24,000,000, and in Mississippi about $29,000,000.
Of the total damages in Loulsiana it has been estimated officially that $10,000,000 damages occurred in_Qrlgans Parish,

1

Red Cross figures of property damage are as follows:

i |
Homes Other Bulldings m&fi
Destroyed Damaged Dagiroyed Damaged Destroyed Damaged
Mississippi 524 7557 16 962 412 \ 168 §
Loutsiana 3% 4111 466 1784 - — Y /U{.” i
L e 4 1
Totals 920 12,668 882 2726 2 168 !

Deaths resulting from the hurricane numbered 22 in Mississippi and 12 in Louisiana, a total of 34.
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Each barb on the arrow indicates
two wind forces, as 4 barbs is
force 12; each half berb is one
force, a3 5% would be 11. The
following scale of wind forces
is usaed on the map:

Barbs Forca ¥1les per Hour
3 6 25 to 31
* 7 32 to 33
4 3 39 to 46
i 9 47 to 54
5 10 55 to &4
5% 11 65 to 74
6 12 74 to 82
6% 13 83 to 93
7 14 9Z to 103
8 15 104 to 115

Where a racord is available the
lowest pressure in inches is
shown below the station; rain-
fall during the hurricane is
also shown beslide the station
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HURRICANE FORCE HOURS W
VELOCTTY HINDS 75
STATION DIRECTT TDE ENDED P RAINPALL,
Louisiana .
ABBEVILIE...esvusnsned == == eon- - ——— 0 0.80
6 M | None None 0 4,76
22:00 N | 11:45AM | 12315P * L2
3 Nova Hone (4] 3.90
11 Bl | None None ] 3,17
2130 cosee ~———— - ———
23110 | 12:52R0 2152 2 418
8145AM 6: 1540 83454M 2% 3,50
10:30AM | None None 0 6,06
5 AM 4330AM 8100AN 3% 2,68
53 00AM None None o] ————
11 A None None 0 2,65
5130 None None 0 1.70
1:00fM | 11:30aM | 1:00PM pes 1,89
71 004K 4 AM 9 AM 5 —.
—m—— None None ] 4010
1130R | 12:30PM 1: 30 1 2.80
3130 None None 0 2,70
9 ™ | Nooe None [ 4,58
8 ™ None None 0 2,20
m——— None None 0 3.3
COVINGTON... 10:304M 8s304M° | 12:30PM 4 4,00
CROWLEf..... o =X 2 M Hone None 0 0.77
Al Bt Bttt il - 3.59
-- NW None None None [+] 0.60
35w 10 P} Nome Yone 0 1.00
DONALDSONVILLE. . Jg» 75 W 32:30RM | 11:00aM | 12:30PM 1 2.70
EDGARD.«one.s .j® 90 N 11:004M 81304M 11:004M ———
ELIZABETH.. ® 45 W 8130 None None 0 1.36
FRANKLIN, , -- NW 11 AW None None 0 1.48
FRANKLINTCH. ... o~ NE | ===-- None None 0 4.66
GHEENS...... P e A SRSt B e Bt - 1.50
GRAND ISLE....0cceeesd| 52 NW 9 AN None None 0 ———
HAMMOND. oo vcoveennaeof® 80 NE 12 NOON 10 AW P 3 5,25
HOUMA..... coreane| o= NW 9:30A¥ | None None Q 1,38
JONESVILLE, . XE 3 B | None Yone 0 2.20
3128 None None ¢ ———
4L M None Kone 0 0,66
4158PM None None 0 0.68
---------- o - 2,00
5 ™ None None 0 1.2
3:00M 2: 30PN 3:C0PM 3 2.36
9 M None Yone 0 2.27
11:30AM Nona None 0 1,20
MONRCE+ s eovaes 7:00PH None None 0 [
NIV ERAvivrcnaracsrias] o= mm ] eocee None Yone 0 4.55
NEW IBERIA... 2 ™ None Kone o 1.35
NEY CRLEANS
CITY OFFICE.......|* 98 NE 91 304M 7: 00AN 93 30AM g - 28,61 9347AM 2,96
MOISANT ATRFGRT...| & G8eR 103 00AM 7:30aM | 20:00A1 1 1.61
Huey long Bridge..| 98 - QL 4LAM 63152A1 2 4LAY 3 13 ————
N, 0. AIRFORT.....{#110 N 9:00AH R Bt - - 2.4
NFW ROADS....4eeuvsenn|® 75 NE 2:30M | 1:30PM | 2:30PM 1 5 6.30
N, LIVINGSTON TOWER...]® SO E 1330PM 12N00N 2: D0 2 - 4,87
PARADTS . evsereossecas]|® 9O N . 10:30aH 8300 | 10s30aM 2% - Tost
. * 90 NE 10:008M | 7:00AN 12:Yoon 5 - 5,65
Jqr 756 1:00M | 12:30M 1:30M 1 - 4ol
- N 4330PM None None 4] - 4,88
* 90 N 83004M 5130AK 8:30AM 3 12 1.46
90N 11:00AM 81304 11:00AM 2% _— 2.91
® 4O NE 10 P | None Nope ] - 4.00
RUSTONe¢vsavaasass ® 40 N8 11 M None None ¢} - 2.07
SCHRIEVER, ¢ 00 eeasareedf® 60 NN 11 AM | None None [} - 2.15
ST BERNARD VILLAGE....|® 98 NE 814541 ——— —— - - —
L3N 8152 | Nome None 0 1 2.2
e 50NB 5 M None None L} - 5.03
s +* 50 WM 4330PM None None 0 - P
WINNFIEID....o0esessas]® 50 N 7 M None None 0 - 4252
NISSISSIPPI
BAY ST. LOUIS.........| #100 KE 9 AM | 5130AM | 11:00AM ;g - 8340
®9E 9 AN 51 30A0 93 00AM -— anon
* 50 NE - 12 Noon | Nome None 0 - 6.70
® 50 NB 11330AM None Nono [+] - 7.93
©90E 9130AM 5:30AM | 10:00AM i@ - —
® LO NE 12 Noon Nome None [+] -~ 582
A4 KE 23 00PM None Hone 1] a 1,95
- - wsane None Nona o - 1.81
+ A0 RB 10 Am None lone 0 e 3.52
- E 3 M} None None 0 - 4.28
* A8 BB 2230 None None 0 - 2.75
* 85 E 7330814 5130AM 7130a% 2 6 ———
«100 B 10 aw 53 30AM 11: 004K 5% - 5,45
552 310 AN _{ None None o] 3 8.8
® (5 B L MW None Nono 0 2 2.0
VICESBMRG . cvveroeeessj 3B RE A118PM } Yone Yone ¢} o ~—— ———— g
VICKSBURG AIRPORT.....] 40 ¥E 4L M None None 0 1 - ——— 6.00
WIGGINSveuseoeveacanse == E eomaa None None 0 - - ———— .87
WOODVILIE . evssesresas ¥ 50 KE 3 ™ | None Yone [ - - -———— 442

Note: * means estimated or caleculated from available datz; ¢ means occurred on September 20th - all other times September 19th; # Coser—
ver at Pearlington writes™ About 2 PM it was noticed that the wind {south) was blowing the watera back into the Pearl River. At 4

PM the bayous near Fearlington and the PFearl River at Logtown were overflowing and inundating the lsnd, up to floor lewel in the
Logtown Postoffice. The River was flowing upstream about 15 mph,."

ALL tlges uped sre Central Stamdsrd. & Molsant Airport s
timated the wind es Forth 110 WFH at 10:00 a.m, just as the lowest pressure was reached. The busser type of velocity indicator
bacame inoperative after 98 mph since the buzzes became indistinguishable one from the other.



